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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

AET.  I.— The  Membrana  TympanL— By  O.  A.  Pai,mkk,  M.  D. 
The  tympanic  membrane  (see  Tig,  i)  is  at  the  inner  extremity  of 

the  auditory  canal,  anJ  is  inclined  forward,  downward  and  inward 
in  adults,  but  in 
children  it  is  more 
slanting,  so  that 
during  infantile 
life  it  is  difficult  to 
see  it.  It  is  oval 
in  form,  its  verti- 
cal diameter  be- 
ing about  five 
lines  and  its  trans- 
verse four  lines. 
It  is  depressed  in- 
wards, causing  Its 
external  surface  to 
9\%.\.    A.   AadJtoiy Canil.   B.   Membraiui  rympanl.    present   a  COT^v- 

ity,  at  the  apex  of  which  is  seen  the  handle  of  the  malleus.     It 

is  composed  of  an  external  dermic  layer  that  has  no  glands  or 

hairs,  a  middle  fibrous  ahd  internal  mucous  layer. 

The  fibrous  has  an  external  and  internal  layer.     Between  these 

two  layers  is  the  long  handle  of  the  malleus  and  the  short  pro-   ' 

cess.     The  long  process  moves  in  a  groove,  like  an  enatthrodial 
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joint.    If  we  look  upon  a  normal  dmm  (see  Fig  2)  in  an  adult, 
we  can  see  a  few  points  of  spedal  interest.     After  viewing  the 
dniin  in  general  we  should  notice  particularly  the  long  and  short 
processes  of  the  malleus,  and  the  cone  of  light,  which  is  first  to 
change  its  appearance  when  the  drum  becomes  diseased.     This 
triangle  of  light  is  caused  by  the  funnel  shape  of  the  membrane 
and  the  reflecting  qualities  of  the  dermic  layer.     The  color  of  a 
normal    membrane  varies  in  different  persons.     It  is  generally 
bluish  or  light  gray.     The  age  of  the  person  and  the  anatomical 
variations  around  and  in  it  make  a  dif-   . 
ference  in  the  color.     It  is  lighter  in  in-    I 
fants  and  usually  shaded  with  pink. 

The  membrana   tympani    is   set  into 
rapid    vibrations  when    the   waves   of 
sound  are   conducted   against  it.     The 
*  drum-head   holds   the  long  process  of 

the  malleus  in  position,  and  supports 
5' ^■?l!V"""'J'?*!t^."'- through  it  the  entire  chain  of  bones, 
D.  Triangle  oi  Ligbt.  The  bones  transmit  the  vibrations  re- 

received  from  the  tympanic  membrane  lo  the  membrane  in  the 
foramen  ovale  of  the  vestibule.  The  tympanum  is  protected 
from  cold  air  and  from  foreign  substances  by  the  drum.  Some 
observers  claim  that  there  may  be  a  congenital  absence  of  this 
membrane.  I  have  never  seen  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  think  it 
must  be  rare. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  there  is  ever  two  drum-heads 
formed,  as  stated  by  some  writers.  The  second  one  is  a  new 
growth,  which  may  take  place  in  some  abnormal  conditions  of 
the  meatus.  I  have  seen  quite  a  number  of  anomalies  in  size, 
form  and  inclination  of  the  drum,  but  they  are  of  no  great  im- 
portance. The  drum  may  he  triangular.  Its  size  depends  on 
the  width  of  the  canal.  The  angle  which  the  normal  inclina- 
tion of  the  drum  forms  with  the  upper  wall  of  the  auditory 
canal  is  140°.  It  is  stated  by  some  investigators  that  musical 
people  have  a  very  perpendicular  position  of  the  drum-mem- 
brane, and  that  a  nearly  horizontal  position  of  the  membrane  is 
seen  in  adults  with  congenital  deafmutism. 
The  drum  is  liable  to  injuries  in  many  ways.     It  is  easily  in- 
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jured  by  things  thrust  into  the  external  canal.  Many  persons 
use  hairpins,  earspoons,  sticks  and  needles  to  remove  ear-wax 
and  to  relieve  itching.  This  practice  should  be  discouraged, 
as  the  membrane  is  often  torn  by  their  use.  An  unskillful  physi- 
cian, or  the  attempts  of  the  lai^,  may  rupture  the  drum  in  try- 
ing to  remove  a  foreign  body  from  the  canal.  Blows  by  the 
hand  or  by  a  snowball  have  ruptured  the  drum.  No  parent  or 
teacher  should  box  a  child  on  the  ear,  because  the  column  of  air 
over  it  suffers  sudden  condensation  that  may  be  very  harmful  to 
the  drum  in  many  ways. 

A  rupture  (see  Pig.  3)  appears  as  a  red  line  on  the  drum. 
Its  edges  separate  from  each  other  when  the  patient  blows  his 
nose  or  forces  air  through  the  Eustach- 
ian tube  into  the  middle  ear  by  Val- 
salvan's  inflation.  At  the  time  of  the 
inflation,  a  blowing  or  whistling  sound 
may  be  produced  in  the  ear.  At  the 
time  the  membrane  bursts,  the  patient 

feels  a   sudden  pain   deep  in  the  ear, 

pi|.).   A  Rapture.  which  gradually  subsides.     Still  it  may 

last  for  several  hours.  There  is  roaring  and  ringing  in  the  ear, 
with  impaired  hearing.  Usually  some  hemorrhage  takes  placv 
into  the  external  canal.  There  may  be  extravasation  of  blood 
into  the  ^mpanic  membrane.  A  rupture  generally  heals  rapidly, 
without  leaving  any  permanent  trouble.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
moderate  effusion  of  blood  into  the  tympanum,  but  it  does  not 
interfere  with  the  healing  process.  It  is  necessary  that  the  edges 
of  the  wound  are  not  irritated  or  separated  in  order  to  have  a 
rapid  union.  It  is  improper  to  syringe  or  otherwise  interfere  with 
the  ear,  as  it  prevents  healing.  If  the  edges  of  the  rupture  are 
irritated,  suppuration  will  destroy  a  portion  of  the  drum  that 
may  require  a  long  time  to  heal  in  some  cases.  Suppuration 
may  follow  a  perforation  caused  by  a  box  on  the  ear. 

A  perforation  (see  Fig,  4)  may  occur  in  any  part  of  the  mem- 
brane. It  is  the  most  common  in  the  anterior  or  posterior  lower 
quadrant.  It  is  the  most  rare  at  the  long  handle  of  the  malleus 
and  at  the  periphery,  because  at  these  points  the  lamina  propria 
is   quite  strong  and  oSera  a  greater  resistance  to  destructive 
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processes  tlian  any  other  portion.    The  size  of  perforations  vary. 
They  may  be  as  small  as  a  fine  needle,  or  nearly  as  lai^e  as  the 
auditory  canal,  as  when  the  most  of  the  drum  is  lost.     The  com- 
mon shape  of  a  perforation  is  oval  or  round.     Its  most  common 
cause   is  purulent  inflammation  of  the 
middle  ear.     In  these  cases  the  perfora- 
tion takes  place  from  within  outward. 
It  may  occur  from  without  inward.     If 
the  edges   of    a  fresh   perforation   are 
carefully  observed  they  will  be   found 
quite    irregular   and    rough,    while    the 
Fig.  4.  A  Pertoration.        edges  of  an  old  One  are  smooth,  thick- 
ened or  thinned,  and  sometimes  calcified.     Now  and  then  X  see 
a  case  where  the  ed^s  of  the  perforation  are  partially  or  com- 
pletely united  with  the  mucous    membrane  of  the    labyrinthine 
wall.     Double  or  triple  perforations  may  take  place.     I  believe 
it  is  generally  admitted  that  the  membrana  tympani  may  be  per- 
forated at  different  points  in  tuberculosis,  scarlatinu  and  pyaemia. 
Recent  perforations  heal  without  leaving  any  abnormal  changes. 
When  a  large  and  old  one  heals  a  persistent  cicatrix  results.     If 
a  cicatrix  is  attached  to  the  labyrinth,  it  will  occasionally  secrete 
pus  and  require  treatment. 


ABT.  II. — Practical  Pointi  on  the  Exanthemata. — Clatiifleation  «f 
the  Sahjeot.— Erythemata.— Bv  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

The  generic  characteristics  of  the  exanthemata  are  usually  so 
well  marked  that  the  physician  is  hardly  justifiable  in  confound- 
ing their  several  inflammatory  diseases  with  the  eruptions  of  other 
groups.  The  peculiar  red  tint  of  the  skin;  the  redness  disap- 
pearing on  pressure  and  returning  again  upon  removal;  the 
creeping  rigors  ;  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  ;  redness  of  the  edges 
of  the  tongue ;  , distaste  for  food,  thirst,  cough,  and  the  dry  dlles, 
are,  as  a  general  thing,  sufficiently  diagnostic. 

The  exanthemata  are  usually  acute,  lasting  from  three  days  to 
three  weeks ;  but  occasionally  there  are  chronic  forms  lasting  for 
ft  much  longer  time.  The  inflammation,  upon  which  depends 
the  characteiitt'c  eruption,   generally  terminates  in   resolution, 


delitescence,  recession,  or  desquamation,  though  sometimes,  as 
in  erysipelas,  it  may  complicate  with  the  bullous,  or  vesicular 
groups. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  characteristics  of  the  exanthemata 
are  of  easy  detection,  the  field  of  investigation  materially  widens 
as  we  enter  into  the  study  of  the  minuter  divisions  and  subdivi- 
sions. He  who  is  willing  to  rest  satisfied  with  being  able  only  to 
determine  the  mere  question  of  general  variety,  is  but  poorly 
qualified  to  treat  successfully  such  cases,  and  has  made  but  poor 
progress  in  his  diagnostic  acumen.  How  many  there  are  who 
fail  in  making  the  distinction  between  the  general  divisions  of 
the  more  common  forms ! 

Many  physicians  are  puzzled  to  discriminate  between  erythe- 
ma, rubeola,  roseola  and  scarlatina,  to  say  nothing  about  the  finer 
subdivisions,  the  knowledge  of  which  adds  so  much  to  the  satis- 
faction and  success  of  the  physician. 

Herewith  we  append  a  table  which  will  show  at  a  glance  the 
field  of  study  necessary  to  become  a  good  diagnostician  in  the 
exanthematous  diseases.  We  would  ask  the  reader  to  pause  for 
a  moment  and  reflect  upon  the  synopsis  on  the  next  page. 

To  treat  these  diseases  by  taking  up  each  subdivision  as  they 
appear  in  this  table  would  weary  the  reader  and  defeat  the  pur- 
pose we  have  at  this  time  before  us.  My  object  is  rather  to  point 
out  an  easy  method  of  study  by  which  the  mind  may  grasp  the 
subject,  and  hence  I  shall  be  able  only  to  take  up  a  subject  here 
and  there  in  my  series  of  articles,  leaving  the  investigator  to  pur- 
sue the  subject  beyond  the  limits  assigned  me  in  this  Journal.. 

Now  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  find  the  meaning  of 
the  terms  used  in  the  above  synopsis,  he  will  discover  the  shades 
and  variations  in  each  disease.  This  thought  will  be  better  un- 
derstood as  we  proceed  to  illustrate  on^  of  the  general  exanthe- 
matous groups. 

Srythemata. — Erythema  is  from  eruihros^  red.  Not  every 
redness  of  the  skin,  however,  is  classed  with  the  erythematic 
diseases.  This  is  an  uninfectious  disease  occurring  by  one  or 
more  red  blotches,  varying  in  size  from  one  line  to  several  inches 
in  diameter. 

The  immediate  seat  of  the  inflammatory  congestion  is  in  the 
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Exanthemata. 
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Erythemata. 


Babeola. 


Roseola. 


Ezaathemata.  -{ 


Scarlatina. 


Urticaria. 


Erysipelas. 


L 
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Erytliema  Intertrigo. 
Erythema  Paratrimma. 
Erythema  Punctatum. 
Erythema  Papulatam. 
Erythema  Tnbercnlatum. 
Erythema  Nodosum. 
Erythema  Annalatum. 
Erythema  Marginatum. 
Erythema  Fugas. 
Erythema  Chronica. 

Rubeola  Vulgaris. 
RubeoU  Siae  Gatarrho. 
Rubeola  Nigra. 
Rubeola  Febris  Morbilla. 


Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 
Roseola 


iBstiva. 

Autumnalis. 

Annulata. 

Infantilis. 

Variolosa. 

Vaccina. 

Miliaris. 

Febrilii. 

Rhcumatica. 

Cholerica. 


Scarlatina  Simplex. 
Scarlatina  Anginosa. 
Scarlatina  Maligna. 
Scarlatina  Sine  Exanthemate. 


Urticaria 
Urticaria 
Urticaria 
Urticaria 
Urticaria 
Urticaria 
Urticaria 
Urticaria 


Acuta. 

Febrllis. 

Ab-ingestis. 

Ferstans. 

Chronica. 

Evanida. 

Subcutanea. 

Tuberosa. 


Erysipelas 
Erysipelas 
Erysipelas 
Erysipelas 
Erysipelas 
Erysipela<« 
Erysipelas 


Simplex. 

Phlegmonosa. 

Phlyctenodes. 

Erratica. 

Metastatica. 

(Edematosa. 

Traumatica. 


Exanthemata.  7 

vascular  rete  of  the  dermis. .  The  degree  of  excitation  of  the  cu- 
taneous nerves  is  small  compared  to  other  exanthemata,  and 
hence  acute  erythema  is  usually  no  serious  complaint ;  but  chronic 
forms  may  be  as  difficult,  as  they  are  uncertain.  There  are  sev- 
eral varieties  of  erythemata,  as  a  reference  to  the  appended  table 
will  show. 

Erythema  intertrigo. — Intertrigo  from  inter ^  between;  and 
tero^  to  rub.  The  repeated  rubbing  of  two  contiguous  parts 
sometimes  gives  rise  to  this  form  of  the  disease.  It  occurs  with 
corpulent  people,  and  is  situated  in  the  groins,  between  the 
nates,  under  the  mammse,  and  in  the  axillae.  It  may  also  occur 
from  the  contact  of  irritating  discharges  as  in  leucorrhooa,  gon- 
orrhoea, dribbling  of  urine  and  by  mucous  from  the  nose  and 
pus  from  the  ears ;  from  the  neglect  of  proper  cleanliness,  as  be- 
tween the  toes,  on  the  vulva,  prepuce  and  at  the  margin  of  the 
arms. 

Infants,  a  little  fat,  and  neglected  in  change  of  diapers  or 
proper  cleanliness,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  erythema  intertrigo. 
During  dentition  they  may  be  atfected  with  this  disease  on  the 
cheeks  and  about  the  gums.  Not  unfrequently  dp  we  find  it 
associated  with  alimentary  irritation,  and  the  discharges  irritate 
the  buttocks  and  genitalia.  A  sero-purulent  fluid,  of  a  faint, 
disagreeable  odor,  exudes,  and  is  often  accompanied  with  pain 
and  itching.  If  intertrigo  is  allowed  to  go  unchecked  the  skin 
becomes  hard  and  cracked. 

Erythema  faratrimma —  Chafing.  This  really  belongs  to  the 
intertrigo,  as  it  is  occasioned  by  walking  or  riding ;  the  skin  chaf- 
ing against  clothing  or  against  the  saddle. 

Erythema  functatum  should  also  be  classed  with  the  intertrigo. 
Is  is  produced  by  the  prick  of  a  needle,  or  the  bite  or  sting  of  an 
insect.  These  two  latter  forms  differ  from  the  intertrigo  in  noth- 
ing more  than  being  unaccompanied  by  the  moist  exudation  and 
peculiar  odor. 

Erythema  fafulatum. — From  fafula^  pimple.  ^  This  form 
is  characterized  by  irregular,  red,  and  slightly  raised  spots,  and 
are  liable  to  be  confounded  with  the  group  papulae.  They  are 
bright  red  in  color,  and  disappear  un^er  pressure.  They  do  not 
really  result  in  a  pimple  and  do  not  vesicate.     They  are  seen  on 
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the  backs  of  the  hands  and  on  the  necks  of  the  young.  The 
eruption  is  sometimes  preceded  by  fever  and  lassitude,  with 
pains  in  the  limbs,  and  is  often  accompanied  with  rheumatism. 

Erythema  tuberculatum, — This  variety  differs  from  the 
former  in  that  between  the  papular  patches  there  are  raised 
tumors  which  sink  in  a  week  or  two.  This  disease  is  preceded 
by  fever,  pain,  uneasiness  and  sleepless  nights. 

Erythema  nodosum  (a  knot).  This  kind  appears  in  red,  hard, 
oval  spots.  The  hand  passed  over  them,  the  nodes  are  felt. 
Persons  of  weekly  constitutions,  feeble  children^  and  adult  fe* 
males  are  specially  liable.  Mostly  found  on  the  arms  and  legs. 
They  are  painful,  and  are  accompanied  with  uneasiness,  depres* 
sion  and  fever.  They  threaten  suppuration,  but  generally  sink 
away  with  a  bluish-like  spot  remaining  for  some  time. 

Erythema  annulatum  (a  circular  or  ring  formation).  This 
may  be  mistaken  for  herpes,  but  differs  from  it  by  not  being 
mounted  with  vesicles. 

Erythema  marginatum  (margin). — ^Found  around  the  mar- 
gins of  the  true  skin,  with  the  mucous  membranes,  as  about  the 
eyes,  mouth,  nose  and  arms.  The  disease  consists  in  red  eleva- 
tions, without  serous  or  pus  exudations,  and  the  eruption  has  a 
somewhat  shining  surface.  If  allowed  to  run,  the  parts  become 
dry  and  cracked. 

Erythema  fugas  (fleeing  or  fading). — In  this  disease  the  red- 
ness is  very  dim,  and  differs  but  little  from  the  natural  hue. 

The  tint  is  greatly  diffused,  superficial,  and  without  apprecia- 
ble swelling.  The  redness  may  extend  over  the  entire  body. 
There  is  dryness  of  the  skin  and  slight  rise  of  temperature. 
The  skin  not  so  vivid  as  in  scarlatina,  more  distributed  than  in 
measles,  with  absence  of  the  catarrhal  symptoms,  and  not  re- 
sembling the  goose-flesh  eruption  as  in  Roseola. 

Chronic  Erythemata. —  Chaps, — The  workmen,  the  hands  of 
the  blacksmiths,  exposed  to  intense  heat ;  smelters  of  copper  and 
lead ;  bricklayers  and  stonemasons  who  handle  lime ;  and  dyers, 
who  handle  putrid  urine,  are  often  attacked  with  chaps,  a  form 
of  eiythema. 

The  lips  also  have  their  chaps  and  fissures  in  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold.    Nursing  women  have  their  erythematous,   nip« 
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plefi  egpecially,  upon  the  suckling  of  the  first  child,  the  pain 
and  soreness  running  so  high  as  to  cause. the  mother  to  give  up 
feeding  the  child  upon  the  breast. 

Pregnant  women,  too,  during  gestation,  suffer  from  redness 
and  chappings  of  the  abdomen ;  and  the  same  condition  is  often 
found  in  the  legs  of  those  who  suffer  from  anasarca,  or  dropsy. 

Chaps  of  the  arms,  prepuce  and  vulva  are  often  quite  annoy- 
ing and  baffle  the  means  of  cure. 

Trzatmbnt. — The  removal  of  the  cause.  As  erythemata  are 
frequently  due  to  local  irritants,  if  the  cause  is  removed  the  case 
will  get  well.  A  bath  of  warm  water  and  the  parts  kept  clean. 
After  bathing  and  drying,  a  coating  of  starch  or  bismuth  will 
usually  suffice.  An  ointment  of  carbolized  cosmoline  protects 
the  parts  from  friction  and  allays  the  itching  and  pain. 

A  good  application  is  a  thorough  sponging  with  a  solution  of 
boracic  acid,  two  drachms  to  a  pint  of  hot  water.  This  acts  an- 
tisepdcally  and  changes  the  rancid  exudation. 

In  suckling  and  teething  babes  we  enjoin  thorough  cleanliness, 
the  diapers  changed  as  often  as  made  wet  with  the  urine  or  there 
is  an  action  from  the  bowels.  If  the  erjrthema  is  situated  in  the 
fold,  thin  strips  of  antiseptic  gauze  should  be  laid  in,  which  will 
generally  suffice,  or  cloths  slightly  saturated  with  carbolized  oil ; 
but  if  the  disease  has  spread  to  the  groins,  genitals,  or  abdomen, 
the  fallowing  will  give  better  satisfaction:  B  Oleum  Picis 
liquidae  3ij ;  Oleum  Oliva  Jij.     Mix,  and  after  cleansing,  apply. 

When  occurring  from  irritating  discharges,  I  have  found  the 
most  benefit  derived  by  such  injections  as  will  destroy  the  irri- 
tating quality  of  the  discharge.  Washes  of  boracic  acid,  zinc 
sulph.,  and  the  local  applications  of  an  unctious  character  to 
shield  the  skin,  will  be  found  the  best.  Constitutional  treatment 
for  the  discharges  may  be  indicated.  The  vulvular  erythema 
usually  belongs  to  the  above  class. 

If  the  prepuce  is  involved  in  erythema,  it  should  be  closely 
examined,  and  if  hugging  tightly  round  the  glans  it  should 
be  split  upon  the  dorsum,  or  if  long  and  contracted,  circum- 
cision should  be  performed.  If  children  are  affected  with 
erjrthema  of  the  month,  the  boracic  wash  and  something  inter- 
nally may  be  required  to  allay  irritation  and  correct  digestion. 
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In  the  papular  erythema,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said, 
aconite,  sah'cylate  of  soda,  and  cimicifugi  may  be  given  inter- 
naljly  with  good  e^ect.  In  the  tubercular  and  nodose  varieties 
tonics,  anodynes  and  alteratives  are  usually  indicated.  In  the 
marginal  erythema  there  is  a  strong  tendency  for  the  disease  to 
fissure  and  dry  the  skin,  and  some  difficulty  is  met  in  overcom- 
ing the  disease.  B.  Chrysophanic  acid,  gr.  x. ;  coamoline,  ^iij. 
Mix  and  apply;  or,  the  citrine  ointment  will  sometimes  answer 
tlie  best  purpose.  In  fugas,  but  little  is  required  but  a  warm 
bath,  and  the  patient  kept  comfortable. 

Chaps  of  the  hands  and  feet,  caused  by  external  circumstances, 
are  to  be  met  by  warm  fomentations,  bathings,  soothing  cata- 
plasms and  vaporous  baths.  The  affected  parts  should  be 
smeared  with  camphorated  lard  or  Howe's  Juniper  pomade,  and 
a  glove  or  sock  should  be  worn  night  and  day. 

The  chaps  in  the  lips,  of  which  some  are  peculiarly  liable,  can 
be  cured  by:  K.  Nitric  acid,  gtts.  vj ;  glycerinej  iss.  Mix  and 
apply  night  and  morning.  The  lips  should  be  protected  from 
the  rays  of  the  sun  and  from  cold  winds. 

Chapped  nipples  should  be  kept  annointed  with  a  mild  un- 
guent of  an  astringent  character.  Oxide  of  zinc,  ointment  of 
kino,  or  argenti  nitras,  mixed  with  spermaceti  ointment,  proves 
a  good  remedy  in  this  painful  and  troublesome  complaint. 
Remedies,  however,  prove  unavailing  unless  the  mother  con- 
sents to  wean  the  child,  as  the  repeated  suckling  keeps  up  the 
irritation.  Before  this  is  resorted  to,  nipple  shields  may  be  tried. 
Iodoform  sprinkled  into  the  fissures,  and  a  coating  of  flexible 
collodion  may  be  used  with  benefit  The  flexible  collodion  is 
made  as  follows :  R.  Collodion,  Jij ;  castor  oil,  gtts.  xv. ;  oil  of 
almond,  gtts.,  iv.     Mix. 

Excoriations  in  dropsical  effusion  are  met  by  bandaging  the 
limbs,  the  patient  in  a  recumbent  posture,  and  by  a  lotion  of  bo- 
racic  acid  and  rose  water. 


The  Kansas  Eclectic  Medical  Society  should  see  to  it  that  a 
solid  Board  of  Health  is  organized  in  that  State,  and  that  our 
school  is  well  represented  in  the  appointments. — [Editor.] 
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Art.  IIL— TTierine  Examination.— By  S.  S.  Staitpbr,  M.  D. 

If  admitted  in  your  journal,  I  desire  to  arg^e  a  few  points  of 
the  article  on  Uterine  Examination,  December,  '84. 

That  everything  must  be  in  such  a  position  and 'condition  that 
a  successful  examination  can  be  made  is  a  fact  of  still  greater 
importance  than  Dr.  R.  has  attributed  to  it.  The  medical  prac- 
titioner who  cannot  find  the  material  to  arrange  the  position  and 
proper  light,  far  better  make  no  effort ;  then  it  is,  undoubtedly, 
the  imperfect  examinations  that  makes  the  many  blunders  in  the 
treatment  of  the  common  ailments  of  women.* 

It  is  true  that  rivalry  leads  to  opposition  and  confusion ;  but 
the  numerous  modes  and  instruments  for  uterine  examination 
should  be  a  surprise  to  the  experienced  physician  which  even  the 
recent  graduates  cannot  fail  to  notice.  In  the  fifth  column  of 
my  Review  on  Diseases  of  Women,  is  found  the  following  as  an 
illustration : 

*^  I  do  not  mean  to  criticise  here,  or  in  the  catalogue, 
the  host  of  speculums;  as  we  have  a  Thomas'  Speculum,  a 
Storer's,  a  Sims',  a  Hewitt's,  a  Goodell's,  an  Emmet's,  and 
whose  not !  authorities  among  whom  we  know  no  distinction  to 
make.  If  the  art  of  examination  was  in  proper  order,  why  could 
not  one  work  with  the  tools  of  the  other  ?  But  it  may  be  con- 
ceded that  the  latter  has  been  an  improvement  over  the  former. 
If  so,  why  do  not  the  former  acquiesce  in  the  latter  and  approve 
of  that  which  was  best?" 

This  assertion  is  corroborated  by  this,  that  thousands  of  gradu- 
ates are  sent  adrift  every  spring  who  have  not  seen  an  os  in  a 
living  subject,  much  less  a  living  cervix.  Some  few,  who  have 
the  means,  go  to  professors'  private  clinics,  where  only  a  few  are 
admitted  at  the  same  time,  and  thus  expect  to  learn  the  art  of 
examination  to  perfection.  This  verifies  the  importance  of  an 
educated  examination.  But  when  the  authorities  so  materially 
differ,  in  whom  is  reliance  to  be  placed  ? 

The  description  in  paragraph  3d  is  admirable.  When  the 
bladder  is  full,  the  angle  of  the  axis  of  the  uterus  and  vagina  is 
usually  above  94  degrees ;  less,  if  empty.  But  94  degrees  is  so 
slightly  above  a  right  angle  that  it  is  plainly  to  be  seen  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  bring  the  os  in  view,  since  the  direction  of  the  specu- 
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lum  leads  towards  the  side  of  the  cervix.  And  unless  the  cervix 
remains  free  that  it  may  be  shifted  with  instruments  suitable  for 
the  purpose,  the  examination  will  be  still  imperfect.  This  shift- 
ing, however,  cannot  be  done  through  any  valvular  speculum,  as 
the  expansion  of  the  plates  locks  the  cervix  just  where  and  as  it 
is  reached.  The  Sims'  does  not  obviate  this  difficulty.  The 
completeness  of  arrangements  is  not  only  apparent,  but  the  ac- 
curacy of  examining  instruments  required  also. 

The  ligaments  have  but  little  control  over  the  support  of  the 
uterus,  nevertheless  this  is  in  opposition  to  some  leading  authori- 
ties. When  the  vagina  loses  its  support,  down,  back  or  forward 
goes  the  uterus.  From  a  slight  deviation,  in  course  of  time,  if 
not  obviated,  it  works  itself  into  a  complete  somersault  or  protru- 
sion. 

That  the  numerous  theories,  modes  of  correction,  support, 
and  arguments  that  thb  uterus  needs  no  support,  or  shingle,  since 
it  had  no  bones,  undoubtedly  all  originate  from  the  examinations 
with  instruments  which  do  not  admit  of  sufficient  light  in  the 
vagina  that  its  true  condition  can  be  seen  and  known. 

Only  a  few  days  ago  I  received  these  remarks  from  a  physi-r 
ci^nin  Colorado:  ^^The  speculum  is  a  daisy.  I  never  saw  an 
OS  as  plain  as  sunlight  until  I  used  your  speculum."  He  in- 
closed letter,  dated  Nov.  27,  '84,  and  reads  t&us : 

**  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  cases  of  speculums 
and  instruments,  and  would  say,  after  the  short  experience  I  have 
had  in  their  use,  that  I  am  well  pleased.  Their  simplicity  and 
\  efficiency  makes  the  treatment  of  that  class  of  cases  a  g^eat  deal 
more  satisfactory ;  and,  I  am  free  to  say  now,  I  can  under- 
take the  examination  of  those  cases  and  their  treatment  with  a 
degree  of  confidence  to  which  I  was  a  stranger  before.  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  make  trial  of  your  supporters  and  pessaries  here- 
after as  occasion  may  offer.  Truly  yours, 

F.  J.  GUITTARD." 

The  order  was  dated  Oct.  9,  1884,  and  shows  a  thorough  de- 
liberation before  ordering,  andf  says :  *^I  have  concluded  to  in- 
vest in  a  case  of  speculums  and  examining  case  of  instruments. 
Find  inclosed  $20." 

Paragraph  5th  appears  not  to  be  only  sound  but  solid  doctrine, 
and  the  importance  of  the  touch  while  standing  I  have  seen  no- 
where so  well  portrayed.     There  may  be  one  objectionable  fea- 
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ture,  and  even  this,  that  the  sound  can  be  best  introduced  in  a 
standing  position  is  correct,  but  not  the  least  dangerous,  nor  is  it 
necessary  to  insert  a  sound,  invisibly,  since  I  guarantee  my  spe- 
Gulums,  and  with  it  that  the  sound  can  be  visibly  introduced 
through  them. 

Under  the  guarantee,  there  have  been  two  single  speculums 
returned  and  the  money  refunded  last  year.  This  year,  al- 
though near  to  the  close,  not  even  one. 

During  this  year  several  cases  of  speculums  and  examining 
cases  have  been  ordered  through  drug  houses.  From  connect- 
ing circumstances  I  have  reason  to  believe  they  were  from  the 
influence  of  the  advertisements  in  this  journal.  But  commis- 
sions were  asked  rather  above  my  actual  profits ;  in  consequence 
the  physicians  had  failed  to  get  them.  In  future  such  orders  will 
receive  no  attention.  The  first  purchase  of  all  the  Instruments 
on  the  catalogue  will  now  be  guaranteed,  according  to  rules  of 
catalogue.  Catalogue  on  application,  and  mentioning  this  jour- 
nal. \  S.  S.  Staupkr,  M.  D. 

624  Franklin  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  * 

[to  be  continued.] 
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ABT.  IV.  —  An  Important  Sequel  of  a  Case  in  Practice.  —  By 
Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

Accidentally,  on  November  ist,  1884,  as  I  entered  the  shop  of 
Mr.  C.  W.  Rosenberg  to  purchase  a  picture  frame,  I  found  the 
proprietor  lying  on  the  lounge.  He  arose  to  wait  upon  me,  but 
stated  that  his  head  pained  him  so  much  that  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  lie  down.  After  transacting  my  business  with  another, 
Mr.  R.  stated  to  me  that  he  had  been  suffering  with  headache 
for  three  weeks,  and  it  was  becoming  intolerable.  He  asked  me 
if  I  could  not  do  something  for  him. 

I  examined  him,  and  found  the  tongue  clean  and  natural, 
his  pulse  regular,  but  slow — beating  about  65  per  minute ;  his 
temperature,  99^  ;  bowels,  regular ;  urine,  readily  passed  and  of 
normal  secretion ;  his  face  very  slightly  flushed  ;  nothing  abnor- 
mal about  the  eyes  but  slight  congestion ;  and,  in  fact,  nothing 
pathological  seen,  except  the  pulse  slightly  lower  and  the  tem- 


\ 


14  An  Importcmt  Sequel  of  a  Case  in  Prwtice. 

perature  slightly  higher  than  normal,  and  the  headache  of  which 
he  complained. 

The  headache  lasting  so  long,  and  the  ratio  between  the  pulse 
and  temperature  being  out  of  proportion,  I  was  led  to  believe  at 
once  that  I  had  a  case  not  only  peculiar  but  grave.  Up6n  in* 
quiry  into  the  cause,  I  could  find  no  clew  to  .the  difficulty,  the 
necessary  infprmation  being  for  the  time  suppressed.  No  evi- 
dences of  malaria;  neither  did  I  think  so  at  the  time.  My  con- 
clusion was  that  the  pathological  condition  must  be  either  neural- 
gic or  a  cerebral  hypersemia.  I  chose  the  latter  condition  to 
begin  with,  and  prescribed  the  following:  B.  Kali  bromidium, 
5iij. ;  tinct.  gelsemium,  ^ij. ;  syr.  simplex,  Jiij.  M.  et  sig.  A 
teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  half  hour,  until  four  doses  were 
taken,  then  every  hour  and  two  hours,  according  to  the  effects. 
The  next  day  I  found  my  patient  slightly  relieved  from  his  pain 
in  the  head,  and  ordered  a  continuance  of  the  medicine,  with  hot 
pediluvia  and  mustard  to  the  back  of  the  neck. 

On  the  third  day  I  was  called  to  see  the  case,  and  found  the 
continued  pain  in  the  h^ad,  with  a  rise  of  temperature  to  loo^. 
The  bowels  not  acting.  The  bromide  and  gelsemium  had  sig- 
nally failed  to  relieve  the  pain.  I  gave  now  hypodermically 
morphia,  gr.  ^,  atropia  sulph.,  ^,  and  ordered  atropia,  ^,  to 
be  given  three  times  a  day.  In  the  meantime  to  take  gelsemium, 
and  at  night  a  cathartic  of  oil,  hot  pediluvia,  etc. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  found  him  resting  comparatively  easy. 
He  stated  that  he  had  slept  some  during  the  night,  and  had  eaten 
a  little  soup  in  the  morning,  and  that  his  head  did  not  hurt  only 
when  he  moved  about. 

I  found  him  on  the  fifth  day  resting  quietly  and  inclined  to 
stupor,  but  could  be  easily  aroused,  and  when  aroused  would  an- 
swer questions  intelligibly,  though  slowly.  The  case  became  the 
more  interesting  as  it  advanced,  and  I  related  the  symptoms  to 
my  colleagues  to  get  their  opinions  as  to  the  pathological 
changes.  Some  were  of  one  opinion  and  some  another.  I  had 
now  concluded  that  we  had  a  possible  thrombus,  but  I  confess 
that  the  symptoms  were  puzzling,  and  up  to  this  time  the  cause 
kept  from  me. 

On  the  sixth  day  I  noticed  slight  delirium ;  the  night  previous 
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he  had  walked  about  the  room,  and  wanted  to  go  out-doors, 
which  he  did,  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  his  wife.  I  no- 
ticed a  disposition  to  bring  his  hands  upon  his  forehead,  and  he 
said  it  pained  him  there.  I  wiJl  say  that  the  pain  at  first  seemed 
to  be  in  the  back  of  the  head,  but  finally  it  moved  further  in 
front.  The  wife  slated  to  me  now  that  he  could  not  urinate  well, 
but  had  passed  a  considerable  quantity,  so  that  I  took  it  for 
granted  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  aid  in  this  respect. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  niy  treatment  I  found  the  patient  much 
the  same  as  upon  the  previous  visit — not  any  better,  but  if  any- 
thing the  symptoms  slightly  intensified.  I  gave  no  morphia  but 
the  one  dose.  There  was  voluntary  motion  in  the  arms  and  leg^ 
up  to  this  time,  though  I  thought  there  was  tendency  to  paresis. 

I  now  expressed  doubts  as  to  his  recovery,  and  asked  again 
for  causes.  The  wife  told  me  that  he  did  not  want  her  to  tell, 
but  that  she  felt  in  duty  bound  to  state  that  he  had  been  drink- 
ing hard  of  late,  that  he  had  lost  property  by  fire,  and  that  he 
had,  on  several  occasions  previous  to  this  headache,  come  home 
drunk ;  that  he  was  out  one  night  and  came  home  drunk,  and 
had  a  wound  on  his  chin  or  Up. 

I  then  remarked  that  this  history  added  to  the  gravity  and 
danger  of  the  case,  and  that  I  would  return  the  next  morning, 
and,  if  she  wished,  I  would  bring  another  medical  gentleman 
with  me.  The  next  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  I  had  a  telephone 
dispatch  not  to  come,  and  I  subsequently  learned  that  Dr.  Funk- 
houser  was  sent  for,  and  that  the  patient  died  at  8:20  o'clock 
the  day  I  received  notice  not  to  come.  In  a  few  days  afterwards, 
finding  that  a  post-mortem  was  made  I  dropped  a  card  to  Dr. 
F.,  asking  him  to  please  inform  me  what  he  found  as  a  patho- 
logical condition,  but  hearing  nothing  from  the  gentleman,  I 
concluded  that  the  Jews,  perhaps,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Samaritans. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of  this  journal,  however, 
to  know  that  Dr.  F.  took  charge  of  the  brain,  and  brought  it 
before  the  Allopathic  Medical  Society,  of  St.  Louis,  upon  which 
a  discussion  arose. 

The  following  report  by  Dr.  Funkhouser  is  made  of  the  case, 
and  18  taken  from  the  Weekly  Medical  Review : 
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*'I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not  a  very  succinct  and  clear 
history  in  a  case  I  wish  to  report.  1  was  called  to  see  it  only 
last  night.  The  patient  had  been  under  the  care  of  another 
physician  for  five  or  six  days.  He  had  been  treated  for  malaria 
part  of  the  time,  and  part  of  the  time  for  nothing  in  particular. 
I  saw  the  man  last  night  at  lo  o'clock,  and  found  that  he  was  in 
a  comatose  condition,  breathing  stertorous,  slow  and  irregular ; 
his  pulse  was  from  45  to  50.  I  inquired  in  regard  to  the  case, 
and  found  that  the  patient  had  been  suffering  from  intense  pain 
of  the  head  for  two  weeks,  or  even  longer,  before  he  took  to  his 
bed.  And  in  going  back  further  in  his  history,  I  learned  that  he 
had  come  home  drunk  in  his  buggy  and  left  the  horse  standing 
in  front  of  his  door.  He  came  in,  sat  down  in  a  chair,  and  put 
his  face  between  his  hands.  It  was  found  that  he  had  received 
*an  injury  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose.  This  injury  must  have 
been  a  very  severe  one,  judging  from  the  remarks  of  his  wife, 
and  from  the  fact  that  there  was  swelling  and  pain  for  several 
days.  Prior  to  that  time  the  patient  had  not  suffered  from  any 
particular  trouble.  Within  the  last  six  weeks  the  man  had  met 
with  reverses;  his  factory  burned  down;  he  took  to' drinking, 
and  drank  constantly.  I  looked  at  the  pupils  of  the  eye,  suspecting 
.  that  the  patient  was  suffering  from  apoplexy,  or  an  effusion  of 
some  kind  on  the  brain.  I  took  it  to  be  apoplexy.  The  patient 
became  unconscious  yesterday  morning  at  about  11  o'clock.  .  His 
friends  imagined  that  the  unconsciousness  was  due  to  morphine, 
which  had  been  given  to  him  by  the  attendant  physician.  I  dis- 
covered that  his  right  pupil  was  contracted,  and  his  left  one  was 
dilated.  I  told  them  that  I  supposed  we  would  find  the  lesion 
on  the  right  side  of  the  brain.  Where  the  pupil  is  contracted, 
the  oculo-motor  nerve  is  excited,  and  where  depression  occurs, 
the  sympathetic  filamen^  supplying  the  iris  have  full  control  of 
the  dilatation  of  the  pupil.  I  also  found  that  the  patient  appeared 
to  be  threatened  with  paralysis  of  the  left  side.  He  was  able 
last  night  to  move  his  arms  to  a  limited  extent,  also  his  right  leg. 
When  I  irritated  the  sole  of  the  left  foot  he  didn't  move  his  leg, 
although  he  made  an  effort  to  draw  it  up.  On  the  theory  that 
there  is  a  cross  action,  we  would  perhaps  expect  that  the  great- 
est trouble,  the  greatest  lesion,  would  be  upon  the  opposite  side ; 
that  is,  in  this  case,  upon  the  right  side.  The  patient,  I  was 
told,  had  not  passed  his  water  for  some  time;  I  drew  off  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  water.  There  was  also  paralysis  of  the 
rectum.  On  making  the  post-mortem  examination,  I  found  ad- 
hesions between  the  dura  mater  and  the  brain,  all  along  the  su- 
perior longitudinal  sinus.  On  the  surface  of  the  left  side  of 
the  brain  there  was  considerable  blood,  and  a  large  free  clot 
posterior  to  the  meningeal  artery,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in 
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diameter.  A  few  small  clots  were  found  in  the  dura  mater  of 
this  side,  but  on  the  right  side  you. will  see  quite  a  number  of 
them.  The  case  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  I  found  a 
clot  of  blood  on  the  side  upon  which  the  pupil  was  dilated, 
which  would  indicate  that  there  was  compression  of  some  kind. 
I  forgot  to  mention  another  lesion  on  the  right  side  of  the  an- 
terior portion  of  the  brain,  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  and 
inferior  frontal  convolutions,  about  an  inch  long  and  three  lines 
wide,  presenting  very  much  the  appearance  of  softening." 

Now,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  know  the  purpose  of  this  post- 
mortem examination.  Was  it  for  the  benefit  of  science  ?  A 
coroner  would  have  done  a  better  job ;  he  would  have  summoned 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  neighborhood ;  the  old  men  and  women 
— all  who  knew  an3rthing  about  the  case.  He  would  not  have  hes- 
itated to  calling  in  the  attending  physician.  I  have  known  them 
even  to  put  a  dog  on  the  scent,  all  for  the  sake  of  information. 
But  Dr.  F.  starts  out  '*sorry"  he  had  not  a  clear  history.  Why 
did  he  not  get  it?  Evidently  he  did  not  want  it.  Had  he  been 
as  eager  to  benefit  science  as  he  was  to  bolster  up  his  reputation, 
he  would  have  gathered  a  "succinct"  history.  Why  did  he  not 
answer  the  inquiry  of  my  card  ?  Evidently  no  personal  feeling, 
for  I  never  saw  the  man  to  know  him.  Then  it  must  be  pro- 
fesstonal.  There  he  stands,  with  the  man's  brains  in  his  hands, 
"sorry."  Yes;  a  sorrowful  picture II  We  are  sorry  for  him. 
Brains — ^but  no  "succinct  and  clear  history!"  He  asks  not 
where  information  may  be  found,  and  gives  none  himself.  The 
fellow^  is  to  be  pitied  —  for  science;  but  when  he  can't  pull 
the  whole  load,  he  will  just  block  the  wheels.  It  is  not  true  that 
I  treated  this  man  for  "malaria,"  and  after  that  "for  nothing  in 
particular."  A  man  that  will  make  such  a  statement,  without 
authority,  must  be  watched.  If  science  depends  on  such  men, 
it  will  wait  a  long  time  for  its  achievements. 

After  making  his  examination  of  the  brain,  does  he  know  what 
the  trouble  is?  He  stumbles  over  it,  and  the  main  difficulty  he 
almost  forgot  to  tell.  The  very  last  sentence,  "  I- forgot:  "  "I 
forgot  to  mention  another  lesion,  on  the  right  side  of  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  brain,  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  and  inferior 
frontal  convolutions,  about  an  inch  long  and  three  lines  wide, 
presenting  very  much  the  appearance  of  softening."^ 
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Now,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  my  diafi^nosis  was  correct  from 
the  begfinning.  From  drink,  he  suffered  from  cerebral  hyperae- 
mia,  then  encephalic  hemorrhage,  and,  as  the  final  result, 
ramollissement. 

ABT.  v.— Direct  Medication.— By  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D. 

[continued  prom  august  journal,  1884,  PAGE  368.] 

Gelsemium, — The  green  root  tincture  of  gelsemium  is  the 
best  preparation  to  use,  but  the  fluid  extract,  made  from  the 
recently  dried  root,  may  be  relied  upon,  and  it  is  at  least  double 
the  strength  of  the  tincture,  drop  for  drop. 

The  full  effects  of  gelsemium  are  evidenced  by  a  stiffness  of 
the  eyelids,  and  if  the  drug  is  pushed  a  little  farther  the  patient 
is  unable  to  hold  the  eyes  open,  suffers  from  muscular  weakness, 
and  dimness  of  sight  and  double  vision  when  the  eyelids  are 
raised.  It  is  rarely  necessary  to  push  the  use  of  this  drug  so  far 
as  this,  but  upon  stopping  its  use,  or  withdrawing  it  gradually, 
the  toxical  symptoms  very  soon  subside,  and  no  bad  effects  are 
likely  to  follow.  To  be  sure,  gelsemium  might  be  given  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  produce  fatal  results — a  general  paralysis 
of  the  nerves  of  motion,  as  well  as  the  involuntary  nerves. 
When  such  symptoms  arise,  and  danger  is  feared,  strychnia  is 
the  best  restorative.     Ammonia  by  inhalation  is  a  good  antidote. 

Gelsemium  exerts  a  direct  influence  upon  the  nerve  centres 
and  the  general  circulation.  Its  effects  upon  the  nervous  system 
are  to  relieve  irritation  and  relax  muscular  spasm.  Its  influence 
upon  the  circulation  is  to  relieve  active  congestions ;  especially 
does  it  do  this  when  there  is  arterial  fullness  about  the  head. 

In  nearly  all  cases  of  convulsions,  whether  in  cases  of 
children  or  adults,  we  prescribe  gelsemium.  From  one  to  three 
drops  of  the  green  root  tincture  may  be  given  to  a  child  two 
years  old,  and  the  dose  may  be  repeated  every  half  hour,  one 
hour  or  two  hours,  as  necessary.  An  adult  may  take  from  ten 
drops  to  hal^-teaspoonful,  and  repeat  as  required.  Where  we 
find  children  suffering  from  or  threatened  with  convulsions,  the 
nervous  system  excited,  the  face  flushed,  pupils  of  the  eyes  con- 
tracted— no  matter  what  the  disease  may  be  upon  which  these 
conditions  depend — we  give  gelsemium  ;  and  in  this  case  we  fre- 


Direct  Medication.  19 

qaently  combine  it  with  bromide  of  potassium.  In  a  child  two 
years  old :  B.  Tinct.  gelsemium,  gtt.  xxx. ;  bromide  of  potas- 
sium, 3j. ;  water,  Jij.  M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  every  one,  two 
or  three  hours.  In  urgent  cases  the  doses  may  be  repeated  every 
fifteen  minutes,  till  the  effects  of  the  drugs  are  seen,  or  the  pa- 
tient is  relieved,  then  the  intervals  between  doses  may  be  ex- 
tended. 

In  cases  of  adults,  especially  in  hysterical  convulsion  of 
women,  even  where  violent  spasms  are  suffered  and  the  patient 
unconscious,  there  is  no  remedy,  to  our  knowledge,  that  will 
afford  relief  so  certainly  and  speedily  as  gelsemium  given  hypo- 
dermatically.  The  dose  should  be  large — at  least  half  a  drachm 
of  the  green  root  tincture  should  be  injected  at  once,  and  if  this 
does  not  relax,  and  give  the  required  relief  within  an  hour,  the 
dose  may  be  repeated.  This  practice  has  not  failed  us  in  a 
single  instance,  and  we  can  recommend  it  with  confidence.  The 
only  objection  that  can  be  offered  is  this :  It  occasionally  hap- 
pens that  the  tincture  excites  more  or  less  inflammation  at  the 
point  where  it  is  injected  ;  but  we  have  never  known  any  serious 
results  to  follow  its  use.  We  nearly  always  inject  the  pure  green 
root  tincture,  but  sometimes  dilute  it  with  warm  water,  and  thus 
render  it  less  liable  to  excite  local  inflammation. 

As  a  special  sedative  for  general  use  in  febrile  complaints,  we 
do  not  rely  upon  gelsemium.  It  is  only  where  we  meet  with 
particular  conditions,  such  as  already  named,  that  we  can  em- 
ploy gelsemium  to  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  fevers ;  but 
when  we  And  these  conditions,  no  matter  whether  it  is  a  violent 
convulsion  from  active  congestion,  as  sometimes  met  with  in 
eruptive  fevers,  or  a  simple  headache  from  the  same  cause,  gel- 
semium alone,  or  in  combination  with  aconite,  or  bromide  of 
potassium,  will  give  relief.  If  the  case  is  one  of  hysterical  con- 
vulsions, with  great  heat  at  the  neck  and  back  of  the  head,  then 
gelsemium  will  cure  like  magic — given  hypodermatically,  not 
by  the  mouth.  No  matter  what  the  ailment  may  be,  if  there  are 
symptoms  of  active  congestion  about  the  head,  neck,  eyes  or 
face,  gelsemium  is  the  drug.  In  cases  of  nymphomania  and 
satjrriasis  it  exerts  a  wonderful  controlling  influence.  And  it  is 
emplojred  with  advantage  in  irritated  states  of  the  bladder  and  ure- 
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thni,  both  in  the  male  and  female.  Where  there  is  retention  of 
urine  or  painful  and  difficult  micturition  from  irritation  of  the 
urethral  mucous  membrane,  we  order  it  in  full  doses,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  best  remedies  in  use  for  these  cases. 

Gelsemium  has  been  recommended  for  a  great  many  other 
conditions  and  complaints,  but  we  are  sure  that  its  range  has 
been  very  much  exaggerated.  But  if  we  confine  its  use  to  the 
places  where  it  properly  belongs,  there  is  no  better  remedy  in 
the  Materia  Medica. 

There  are  certain  conditions  contraindicating  the  use  of  gelse- 
mium, viz. :  where  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  are  dilated,  the  pulse 
small,  feeble  or  slow,  and  a  condition  indicating  general  nervous 
exhaustion,  gelsemium,  even  in  small  doses,  might  kill.  Again, 
in  the  eruptive  fevers  when  the  active  stage  of  the  disease  has 
passed,  and  especially  in  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  small-pox, 
and  even  in  typhoid  fevers,  where  the  kidneys  are  more  or  less  in- 
volved and  their  functions  impaired,  gelsemium,  if  used  liberally, 
may  cause  a  complete  suppression  of  urine,  and  indirectly  hasten 
a  fatal  issue. 

[to  be  continued.] 


ABSTRACTS. 


Permanganate  of  Potaniiun. 

As  this  salt  is  so  readily  decomposed,  yielding  up  its  oxygen  to 
any  organic  matter  present,  it  is  obviously  ;iecessary  to  be  very 
careful  in  preparing  and  administering  it.  It  should  be  given 
dissolved  in  pure  water,  or  in  compressed  tablets  or  pellets.  I 
have  used  the  compressed  tablets  of  Messrs.  John  Wyeth  & 
Brother,  of  Philadelphia,  which  contain  no  excipient,  and  are, 
therefore,  entirely  free  from  objection,  the  material  being  simply 
compressed  without  the  addition  of  any  foreign  material.  They 
are  readily  administered  in  this  form,  or  they  can  be  dissolved  in 
pure  water,  whenever  a  solution  is  desired.  These  tablets  are 
typically  adapted  to  the  purpose — indeed  present  advtotages  not 
possessed  by  any  other  possible  mode  of  administration. 

Ordinary  distilled  water,  after  standing  a  few  hours  exposed  to 
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the  air,  begins  to  exhibit  evidences  of  turbidity,  due  to  the 
growth  of  an  organism,  a  penicillum,  and  after  some  days  it  be- 
comes so  much  clouded  with  organic  matter  as  to  be  unfit  for  the 
solution  of  permanganate  of  potassium.  River  water  or  rain 
water  boiled  and  filtered  may  suffice  for  immediate  use,  but 
whenever  it  can  be  obtained,  fresh  distilled  water  should  be  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose.  A  pellet  of  this  salt  may  be  used  to  de- 
termine the  requisite  freedom  from  organic  matter.  Dropped 
into  the  water  under  examination,  the  beautiful  violet  color  im- 
parted to  it  should  not  be  discharged.  The  prompt  disappear- 
ance of  the  color  signifies  the  presence  of  chemical  agencies 
fatal  to  the  permanence  of  the  salt.  The  solution  should  be  well 
diluted  'when  taken,  and  should  be  given  when  the  stomach  is 
empty.  A  small  dose  repeated  at  short  intervals,  say  a  grain  or 
two  every  half  hour,  until  four  or  six  grains  have  been  taken,  is 
preferable  to  the  exhibition  of  this  amount  at  one  dose.  Given 
in  this  way,  and  commencing  the  administration  in  about  four 
hours  after  meals,  the  diffusion  of  the  salt  into  the  blood  is,  prob- 
ably, secured.  There  are  two  periods  during  tbe  day,  when  the 
administration  of  the  remedy  can  be  practised — the  proper  inter- 
val after  breakfast,  and  after  dinner  or  luncheon.  The  same 
considerations  should  govern  the  administration  oL  the  pellets  or 
compressed  pills,  undissolved,  and  sufficient  pure  water  should 
be  taken  after  them. 

Therapeutic  Applications, — On  the  chemical  actions  of  per- 
manganate of  potassium  we  have  a  sure  basis  on  which  to  con- 
struct a  systematic  therapy.  The  readiness  with  which  this  salt 
parts  with  its  oxygen,  is  urged  against  its  real  utility  as  a  remedy, 
but  for  reasons  already  given  it  is  concluded  that  this  action  does 
not  occur  with  sufficient  promptitude  to  prevent  its  diffusion 
into  the  blood  to  some,  extent,  otherwise  we  should  in  vain  try  to 
account  for  its  practical  utility. 

Having  piore  or  less  irritating  quality,  permanganate  of  potas- 
sium is  contraindicated  in  cases  of  acute  inflammation  of  the 
stomach.  It  is  specially  indicated  in  o^ixomz gastric  and  gastro^ 
intestinal  catarrh^  accompanied  by  fermentative  changes  in  the 
food.  Eructations  of  gas,  vomiting  of  a  yeast-like  matenal 
containing  sarcince^  and  an  acid  fermentation  of  the  starchy  and 
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saccharine  constituents  of  the  food,  are  relieved  often  very 
promptly  by  the  administration  of  this  salt.  As  the  action  is  in- 
tended to  be  restricted  to  the  stomach  contents,  the  proper  time 
for  the  administration  of  the  remedy  is  two  or  three  hours  after 
meals. 

When  the  catarrhal  process  extends  into  the  duodenum,  and 
involves  also  the  bile-ducts,  this  remedy  has  seemed  to  be  highly 
efficient.  Beside  the  evidences  of  stomachal  and  intestinal  in- 
digestion, there  is  present  more  or  less  billiousness,  manifested  in 
a  muddy  complexion,  yellow  conjunctiva,  high  colored  urine  and 
a  general  malaise  due  to  the  presence  in  the  blood  of  immature 
materials  and  unoxidized  products  of  the  retrograde  metamor- 
phoRis.  This  is  a  very  common  state  of  thingfs  and  is  the  result 
of  several  factors :  improper  feeding,  catarrh  of  the  gastro-intes- 
tinal  and  hepatic  mucous  membrane,  and  improper  preparation 
of  the  food  for  absorption.  The  permanganate,  in  this  condition 
of  things,  does  good  in  several  directions:  it  checks  fermentation 
of  the  food  elements  prone  to  this  process,  acts  favorably  on  the 
catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane,  but  espeeially  promotes  oxida- 
tion in  the  tissues  undergoing  metamorphosis,  and  whilst  it  thus 
stimulates  metabolism,  helps  to  consume  in  the  normal  way  the 
products  of  waste.  Uric  acid  which  appears  in  the  urine,  under 
the  action  of  permanganate  of  potassium  is  converted  into  urea, 
the  form  in  which  it  is  normally  excreted. 

It  follows  from  the  foregoing  considerations,  that  permanga- 
nate of  potassium  is  a  remedy  of  great  value  in  lithamia.  Clini- 
cal experience  is  quite  in  harmony  with  physiological  deductions. 
In  giving  this  remedy  in  this  affection,  two  purposes  may  be  ac- 
complished by  it :  the  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  the 
fermentation  of  the  foods  may  be  favorably  influenced,  and  the 
insufficient  oxidation  manifested  by  an  excess  of  uric  acid  in  the 
urine  may  be  wholly  relieved. 

It  follows,  also,  from  the  foregoing  considerations  that  per- 
manganate of  potassium  must  be  useful  in  an  affection  cognate 
to  lithaemia — ^the  hepatic  form  of  glycosuria,  and  in  this  instance, 
again,  clinical  experience  confirms  physiological  observation. 
The  special  field  of  its  usefulness  in  relation  to  diabetes,  is  in 
those  cases  in  which  there  appears  to  be  both  over-production  of 
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glycogen,  and  insufficient  consumption,  or  combustion,  or  oxida- 
tion of  this  material.  It  will  be  found  most  beneficial  in  the 
obese  subjects  of  glycosuria,  in  whom  the  presence  of  much  uric 
acid  in  the  blood  signifies  at  the  same  time  inadequate  prepara- 
tion for  absorption  of  certain  food  constituents  and  a  suppl}' 
of  oxygen  insufficient  to  convert  uric  acid  into  urea.  In  other 
forms  of  diabetes,  especially  of  nervous  origin,  permanganate  of 
potassium  has  no  beneficial  effect. 

For  the  same  reason  that  this  salt  is  useful  in  lithsBmia  and 
glycosuria,  it  is  a  remedy  for  obesity.  According  to  the  obser- 
vation of  the  writer,  there  is  no  remedy  more  effective  than  this 
in  the  treatment  of  obesity^  and  for  the  relief  of  the  disorders  of 
digestion  which  have  a  pathogenic  relation  to  this  malady.  Of 
course,  certain  changes  in  the^iiet  must  be  made  and  active  ex- 
ercise enjoined,  but  the  good  etfects  of  the  remedy  are  manifest 
without  any  aid  from  a  change  in  diet  and  from  exercise.  The 
meihodus  modendi  is,  so  to  speak,  of  the  physiological  order. 
The  surplus  and  useless  material,  such  as  under  existing  circum- 
stances is  transformed  into  fat,  is  oxidized  and  consumed,  and  is 
excreted  as  carbonic  acid  and  water.  As  it  acts  thus,  to  increase 
the  performance  of  a  function,  obviously  the  curative  effect  is  an 
exercise  of  a  physiological  power,  and  different  from  all  the 
usual  remedies  for  obesity,  does  not  operate  injuriously  if  used 
with  the  least  discretion. 

Qne  of  the  most  important  therapeutical  applications  of  the 
permanganate  of  potassium,  and  a  recent  discovery,  is  in  the 
treatment  of  amenorrhea.  We  owe  this  valuable  improvement, 
as  indeed  many  others,  to  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell.  They  have 
shown  that  this  remedy  is  remarkably  certain  when  applied  in 
suitable  cases.  Given  in  doses  of  two  to  five  grains  three  times 
a  day  for  several  days  preceding  the  menstrual  molimen,  this 
agent  is  quite  sure  to  start  the  flow.  The  kind  of  case  to  which 
the  permanganate  is  adapted  is  that  characterized  by  torpor, 
anaemia,  or  deficient  activity  of  the  menstrual  apparatus.  On 
the  other  hand  it  is  contraindicated  whenever  an  acute  conges- 
tion or  a  general  condition  of  sthenic  reaction  exists.  Confirma- 
toiy  evidence  has  been  oiKered  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land and  on  the  Continent.     For  example,  we  find  the  following 
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coming  from  Russia :  Dr.  S.  M.  Lvaff  prescribed  it  in  ten  cases 
of  amenorrhoea.  In  seven  of  these'  the  remedy  succeeded — the 
menstrual  function  was  restored  to  its  normal  activity.^  The 
good  results  achieved  by  the  use  of  the  permanganate  in 
amenorrhoea  induced  Dr.  A.  V.  Vargunin  to  essay  its  adminis* 
tration  in  dysmenorrhcea^  characterized  by  scanty  menstruation 
and  anaemia.  In  this  case,  also,  the  result  was  fortunate,  and 
complete  relief  was  obtained.'  Congestive  or  mechanical  dys- 
menorrhoea  are  conditions  not  suitable  for  the  action  of  such  a 
remedy. 

It  is  probable  i\i2it  functional  impotence  in  the  male  will  be 
improved  by  this  remedy,  provided  the  conditions  present  are 
those  of  anaemia  and  depression. — Bartholow  in  Medical  News. 


Medieinal  and  Hon-Medicinal  Therapeutics. 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Sn,  delivered  before  the  first  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association  an  address  on 
Medicinal  and  Non-Medicinal  Thei  apeutics.  From  the  essay, 
which  is  published  in  full  text  by  New  York  Medical  Journal^  we 
glean  the  following:  Outside  of  the  profession,  most  people  be- 
lieve that  professional  eminence  is  based  on  superior  attamments 
in  medicinal  therapeutics,  having  no  appreciation  for  the  skill  of 
the  physiologist,  the  pathologist,  or  the  diagnostician.  In  view 
of  this,  it  is  now  more  politic  for  the  physician  to  administer  than 
withhold  drugs. 

The  time,  however,  is  not  far  distant  when  the  physician  will 
not  be  regarded  solely  as  a  therapeutist,  but  as  a  medical  coun- 
selor, having  for  his  function  the  preservation  of  health  and  the 
prevention  as  well  as  the  treatment  of  disease.  To  effect  this, 
the  patient  should  be  taught  that  most  medicinal  agents  are  cura- 
tive, not  directly,  but  indirectly,  by  removing  obstacles  which 
stand  in  the  way  of  recovery ;  that  nature  is  the  efficient  curative 
agent,  and  that  the  physician  is  nature's  servant.  When  these 
things  are  generally  understood  by  the  public,  the  profession  will 
hold  a  more  exalted  position.  The  standard  of  medical  educa- 
tion will  necessarily  be  elevated,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  pro- 
fession increased. 

iMedicinskt  Vestnik,  No.  43, 1883.    Quoted. 
>yratch.  No.  3, 1884.    Quoted. 
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At  the  present  time  there  is  g^eat  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the 
importance  of  drugs.  Some  practitioners  have  an  excessive  and 
unwarrantable  faith  in  drugs.  Others  are  excessively  and  un- 
warrantably skeptical.  The  truth  lies  somewhere  between  these 
two  extremes.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  determining  the 
exact  value  of  a  drug  are  very  great,  and  until  quite  recently  our 
knowledge  rested  entirely  upon  an  empirical  basis.  This  was 
true  of  cinchona  and  other  antiperiodics,  as  well  as  of  mercury  and 
iodine,  the  antlsyphilitics.  Formerly  it  could  not  be  stated  how 
these  drugs  acted ;  now  we  know  that  it  is  through  their  power 
as  parasiticides.  This  knowledge  is  due  to  the  discovery  of  the 
parasitic  origin  of  certain  diseases.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  not 
distant  future  we  shall  be  able  to  control  all  the  essential  fevers, 
with  cholera,  pertussis,  and  phthisis  pulmonalis,  etc.,  and  that 
we  shall  have  a  particular  parasiticide  for  each  of  the  specific 
parasites  of  these  diseases.  Alimentation  is  an  essential  factor  in 
therapeutics.  It  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  frequently  patients 
may  die  of  starvation ;  especially  is  this  true  in  fevers.  No  pa* 
tierU  can  be  over-fedy  8o  long  aa  the  food  taken  is  digested  and  as- 
similated. The  appetite  and  sense  of  taste  are  nature's  indica- 
tions 08  to  diet.  There  are,  however,  certain  diseases,  in  which, 
because  of  the  patient's  morbidly  blunted  perceptions,  instinct 
fails  to  express  the  needs  of  the  system  ;  especially  does  thi^  con- 
dition exist  in  typhoid  and  typhtis  fevers.  In  these  conditions, 
milk  and  eggs  satisfy  fully  the  nvtritive  needs  of  the  system^  and 
there  is  no  substitute  for  them.  The  value  of  beef  tea,  meat  juice 
obtained  by  pressure,  infusions,  decoctions  and  extracts,  is 
highly  over-estimated,  and  have  led  to  the  loss  of  many  lives  by 
starvation.  The  method  of  preparing  meats  by  the  Leube  and 
Rosenthal  plan,  by  which  they  are  brought  to  the  condition  of 
peptones  through  artificial  digestion,  should  be  properly  appre- 
ciated by  physicians.  Many  disorders,  especially  those  of  the 
nervous  system,  are  often  due  to  insufficient  alimentation.  This 
is  a  fact,  proved  by  the  success  of  the  nutritive  treatment  inaugu- 
rated by  Weir  Mitchell.  In  speaking  of  alcohol  as  a  food,  the 
author  says:  '^I  feel  warranted  in  affirming  that  in  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  cases  of  phthisis  alcohol  antagonizes  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease,  aud  that  in  the  continued  fevers,  it  is  often 
a  means  of  saving  life.     It  is  indicated  in  all  febrile  diseases." 


26  Abstracts. 

In  conclusion,  he  refers  to  the  influence  of  the  mind  over  dis- 
ease. This  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  physician,  who 
should  ever  strive  to  have  the  patient  look  on  the  bright  side  of 
his  case. 


Cocaine  and  its  Salts. — Bv  £.  Mbrck,  op  Darmstadt. 

The  formula  of  cocaine,  an  alkaloid  of  the  leaves  of  erythrox- 
ylon  coca,  (Lamarck),  which  was  isolated  in  i860  by  Niemann, 
is  Ci7  H34  NO4.  In  1862  Lossen  found  a  second  basis  in  the  coca 
leaves,  which  has  no  characteristic  action,  called  hygrine ;  the 
leaves  further  contain  ecgonine,  tannic  acid  and  a  peculiar  wax. 
The  crystals  of  cocaine  are  monoclinic ;  they  melt  at  98®  C. ;  are 
easily  dissolved  in  alcohol,  easier  still  in  ether,  but  only  in  704 
parts  of  water  at  12^  C.  The  cocaine  salts,  however,  are  easily 
dissolved  in  water. 

The  first  news  of  the  action  of  cocaine  leaves  dates  back  as  far 
as  the  sixteenth  century  (Dr.  Monardes,  Sevilla,  1569) ;  in  1749 
the  plant  was  -brought  to  Europe,  described  by  Jussieu,  and 
called  erythroxylon  coca  by  Lamarck. 

Investigators,  for  instance  Tschudi,  Markhem,  Poppig  and' 
others,  while  traveling  in  South  America,  observed  that  the  na- 
tives chewed  the  coca  leaves  when  desirious  to  counteract  the 
depression  of  especially  fatiguing  work.  The  Indians  chewed 
the  leaves  togther  with  the  ashes  of  chenopodium  quino,  thus 
eliminating  the  tannic  acid  by  the  alkali  and  setting  free  the  al- 
kaloid. 

Since  cocaine  has  been  successfully  prepared,  it  has  been 
thought  to  be  the  active  principle  of  the  coca  leaves. 

Cocaine,  in  small  doses,  acts  upon  the  nerve  centres  and  upon 
other  nerve  regions  mostly  as  a  stimulant ;  in  large  doses  it  paral- 
yzes. It  kills-  the  warm-blooded  animals,  which  are  less  affected 
by  it  than  the  cold-blooded  ones,  by  paralysis  of  respiration. 
Although  there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  cocaine  is  a  poi- 
son, its  toxic  effect  is  but  small  and  its  action  not  cumulative. 

According  to  Fronmueller,  who  studied  the  narcotic  proper- 
tics  of  cocaine  in  1863,  doses  from  ^  to  5  grains  given  internally 
had  no  marked  effect.  In  some  cases  they  produced  sleep. 
Pulse  and  re -ipiration,  first  accelerated,  became  later  on  subnor- 
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mal.  In  an  individual,  who  tried  to  commit  suicide,  a  dose  of 
25  grrains  of  cocaine  caused  no  disagreeable  result.  The  dose  by 
which  death  can  be  produced  must  lie,  therefore,  very  high ;  at 
least  if  the  preparation  used  was  pure  cocaine. 

The  effective  dose  of  my  soluable  muriate  of  cocaine  appears 
to  be  in  man  about  one  grain  (0.05  gramme). 

After  hypodermic  injections  of  a  diluted  cocaine  solution,  a 
feeling  of  heat  appears  at  first,  then  the  site  of  the  injection  be- 
comes insensible  and  red,  and  after  about  thirty  minutes  every- 
thing has  disappeared.  When  placed  on  the  tongue  cocaine 
paralyzes  the  nerve-action. 

Recently  Dr.  Th.  Aschenbrandt  recommended  cocaine  highly, 
especially  in  cases  in  which  the  body  is  weakened  by  diarrhoea. 
Within  a  few  months  past  Dr.  E.  V.  Fieischl  and  Dr.  S.  Freud, 
in  Vienna,  experimented  with  cocaine.  The  former  states  ex- 
pressly that  cocaine  in  hypodermic  injections  is  of  enormous  value 
in  morphine  habit.  This  fact  alone  is  likely  to  secure  for  this 
remedy  a  lasting  place  in  the  pharmacopoeia. 

The  muriate  of  cocaine  has  been  used  by  these  investigators  in 
an  aqueous  solution  in  doses  of  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  grains 
and  as  high  as  seven  and  a  half  grains  pro  die. 

Cocaine  is  a  stimulant  which  increases  the  active  properties  of 
the  body  for  some  time,  without  being  dangerous.  Its  effect  is 
more  invigorating  than  that  of  alcohol.  Its  usefulness  in  long 
marches,  ascension  of  mountains,  etc.,  is  evident.  Whether  it 
will  have  the  same  invigorating  influence  on  mental  work,  is  an 
open  question,  as,  also,  whether  the  alienists  will  be  able  to  make 
continued  use  of  it,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  action  of  the  nerve- 
centres.  It  has  been  used  hypodermically  for  months  in  melan- 
cholic individuals  in  doses  varying  from  grain  \  to  grains  2,  and 
with  some  success. 

Cocaine  is  a  stomachicum;  after  debauches  in  eating  and 
drinking  it  causes  rapid  restoration  and  normal  appetite.  (Dose 
grain  \  to  grain  }).  In  atonic  weakness  of  the  digestion  and 
nervous  disorders  of  the  stomach  a  lasting  restoration  may  grad- 
ually be  reached  by  cocaine.  It  is  of  great  value  in  cachexia,  in 
phthisis,  g^ave  anemia  and  consuming  fevers.  It  is  further  sta- 
ted, that  in  continued  use  of  mercurials,  cocaine  prevents  mercu- 
rial cachexia. 
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The  greatest  future  for  cocaine  lies  undoubtedly  in  its  useful- 
ness in  the  treatment  of  morphine  habit  and  alcoholism.  As  ibe 
morphine  is  gradually  withdrawn,  the  doses  of  cocaine  are  in* 
creased ;  when  morphine  is  withdrawn  at  once  about  gp'ains  2 
(0,1  gramme)  are  injected  as  soon  as  the  craving  for  morphine 
shows  itself.  Keeping  such  patients  in  special  homes  is,  there- 
fore, unnecessary.  Dr.  Freud,  who  saw  one  such  case  get  well 
after  a  ten  day  treatment  with  cocaine  (grains  2  subcutaneously 
three  times  a  day),  thinks  that  there  exists  a  direct  antagonism 
between  morphia  and  cocaine. 

Cocaine  has  also  been  recommended  as  an  aphrodisiacum,  and 
Dr.  Freud  has  experienced  a  marked  sexual  irritation  after  the 
use  of  cocaine. 

I  desire  to  say  that  all  the  statements  made  refer  to  my  prepa- 
ration, cocainum  muriaticum  solub.  Merck.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  other  cocaine  salts  will  be  found  to  be  of  equal  efficiency. 

Ecgonine  is  being  tried  with  regard  to  its  physiological  action, 
and  I  shall  report  on  it  later  on. — Medical  Review. 

On  Uterine  Hemorrhage  and  a  Hew  Method  of  Treatment. 

Richard  Richardson,  L.  R.  C.  P.,  Rhayader,  read,  in  the  Sec- 
tion of  Obstetric  Medicine  of  the  British  Medical  Association, 
the  following:  The  treatment  which  has  been .  most  successful 
in  my  hands  during  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  which  can  be 
easily  applied  without  any  apparatus,  consists  in  iron  alum,  when 
applied  in  crystals  of  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  or  even  larger  in  a 
severe  case.  It  is  to  be  introduced  with  the  finger  up  to  the  os 
uteri  (and  not  into  it),  and  there  allowed  to  remain.  The  uterus 
will  at  once  contract,  a  firm  coagulum  is  formed,  and  the  hemor- 
rhage at  once  ceases.  Iron  alum  is  also  antiseptic,  as  I  have 
removed  clots  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  day  after  its  application 
which  were  quite  free  from  any  disagreeable  odor.  In  a  case  of 
very  severe  hemorrhage,  two  or  three  days  afterward,  I  inject  a 
little  warm  water  (to  which  may  be  added,  if  you  like,  a  little 
Condy's  fluid)  and  remove  the  clots.  It  is  perfectly  free  from 
danger,  and  I  have  never  known  it  to  fail. 

Case  I. — My  first  application  of  iron  alum  was  in  the  case  of 
a  woman,  aged  forty-three,  troubled  with  metrorrhagia  for  about 
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nine  days,  and  recurring  every  two  or  three  days ;  she  was 
the  mother  of  six  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  four 
years  old ;  the  catamenia  had  appeared  very  regularly  since  she 
weaned  her  last.  She  was  sure  she  had  not  aborted,-  as  she  was 
* 'poorly"  a  fortnightjantecedent  to  the  hemorrhage,  whichlwas 
the  proper  time  for  menstruation.  On  examination,  I  discovered 
a  granular  ulceration  of  the  cervix ;  I  treated  her  with  quinine, 
digitalis,  gallic  acid,  and  sufficient  dilute  sulphuric  acid  to  dis. 
solve  the  ingredients.  She  was  ordered  to  remain  in  a  recum- 
bent posture,  with  cold  cloths  applied  to  the  vulva.  In  three 
days  the  hemorrhage  again  came  on.  Two  days  subsequently 
to  this  I  determined  to  try  iron  alum,  and  introduced  a  small 
crystal  of  the  size  of  a  pea ;  the  bleeding  ceased  at  once.  On 
the  following  day  I  examined  the  patient,  finding  two  or  three 
clots  in  the  vagina  which  were  perfectly  dry,  and  which  crumbled 
between  the  fingers  on  rubbing  them ;  I  injected  warm  water 
and  examined  the  os,  which  was  now  nearly  free  from  all  granu- 
lations. Another  piece  of  iron  alum  was  applied,  and  there 
was  no  recurrence  of  the  discharge.  On  the  fourth  day  the 
granular  ulceration  had  thoroughly  healed,  and  the  patient  was 
cured.  For  some  time  she  was  very  anemic,  and  required  iron 
tonics ;  but  she  soon  recovered  her  strength,  and  has  been  well 
up  to  this  time. 

Case  II. — An  abortion  happening  to  Mrs.  W.,  who  had  given 
birth  to  two  children  previously  to  this,  the  youngest  being  two 
years  old ;  she  was  now  advanced  three  months  in  pregnancy, 
and  awakening  one  night  found  herself  saturated  with  blood.  I 
found  her  in  the  following  state :  the  napkin  and  sheets  were 
completely  soaked  in  blood ;  pulse,  120 ;  lips  blanched ;  cheeks 
pallid.  The  os  uteri  was  very  little  dilated,  and  pains  were  com- 
ing on  at  long  intervals.  I  applied  a  crystal  of  iron  alum  of  the 
size  of  a  nut  to  the  os ;  the  discharge  stopped.  Ergot  and  opium 
were  administered  every  two  hours.  On  the  second  day  there 
was  no  pain,  and  no  reappearance  of  the  discharge.  The  pa- 
tient slept  well  during  the  night ;  there  was  no  internal  hemor- 
rhage ;  the  OS  was  not  dilated ;  pulse,  96 ;  ergot  was  ordered  to 
be  continued  every  two  hours.  On  the  third  day  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  bearing-down  pain,  but  no  hemorrhage ;  ergot  was 
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ordered  every  quarter  of  an  hour.  Two  hours  afterward  the 
ovum  was  expelled  complete,  and  appeared  like  an  old  clot; 
there  was  no  hemorrhage.    The  patient  soon  convalesced. 

Cass  IIL — The  next  case  was  one  of  menorrhagia  in  a  lady, 
aged  forty,  the  mother  of  six  children,  the  youugest  being  four 
years  old.  Her  last  two  periods  wer^  excessive,  lasting  seven 
or  eight  days,  with  a  slight  mucous  discharge  for  some  days 
afterward.  I  was  sent  for  on  the  sixth  day ;  she  then  had  a 
copious  discharge  of  blood.  On  examining  her  with  the  specu- 
lum, I  found  she  had  endo  -  cervicitis.  I  applied  the  iron 
alum  with  perfect  success,  and  prescribed  quinine  and  iron. 
During  the  next  monthly  period  she  had  the  same  treatment  on 
the  fourth  day.  From  that  time  she  quite  recovered,  and  six 
months  later  was  pregnant.  She  went  to  the  full  term,  had  a 
natural  labor,  and  gave  birth  to  a  daughter.  The  patient  recov- 
ered rapidly. 

From  that  time  to  this,  I  have  used  the  remedy  in  all  cases  of 
uterine  hemorrhage,  where  an  immediate  styptic  was  required, 
in  accidental,  unavoidable,  and  post-partum,  as  well  as  in  second- 
ary hemorrhage.  I  shall  briefly  quote  two  or  three  extreme 
cases  to  prove  its  value. 

Case  IV. — I  attended  Mrs.  J.  in  a  previous  labor,  when  she 
had  a  frightful  post-partum  hemorrhage.  I  then  had  to  inject 
liquor  ferri  perchloridi  three  times  before  the  bleeding  stopped. 
The  second  time  I  attended  her,  and  used  every  precaution  during 
the  labor ;  the  hemorrhage  appeared  notwithstanding,  as  soon  as 
the  placenta  was  expelled.  I  injected  the  perchloride  of  iron  once^ 
but  with  no  effect;  I  therefore  introduced  a  good-sized  crystal  of 
iron  alum,  which  stopped  the  flow  at  once.  I  should  have  re- 
marked that  this  patient  showed  all  the  symptoms  of  embolism 
in  her  first  labor,  which  placed  her  in  extreme  danger  for  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Case  V. — Another  case  was  that  of  Mrs.  P.,  who  lived  four 
miles  distant  in  the  country.  The  child  was  bom  before  the 
messenger  started,  he  bringing  the  intelligence  post-haste  that 
the  woman  was  flooding  to  death.  After  a  hurried  journey,  I 
found  the  patient  quite  moribund,  pulseless  at  the  wrist,  cold  and 
completely  blanched.     The  placenta  was  expelled,  and  the  bed 
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thoroughly  saturated ;  there  even  was,  a  pool  of  blood  on  the 
floor  under  the  bed,  the  blood  having  percolated  through  every 
thing.  I  applied  the  iron  alum  at  once,  and  injected  sulphuric 
ether  hypodermically  into  the  arm,  repeating  this  in  ten  minutes. 
A  quarter  of  an  hour  afterward  the  pulse  became  perceptible  in 
the  large  vessels.  I  gave  her  brandy  and  milk  every  half-hour. 
She  had  no  further  hemorrhage:  the  binder  was  applied,  and  I 
left  the  woman,  with  the  caution  that  her  head  should  not  be 
raised  from  the  pillow.  Her  convalescence  was  slow,  and  it  was 
a  long  time  before  she  recovered  her  color. 

Case  VI. — ^I  shall  here  give  a  short  description  of  a  case  of 
secondary  hemorrhage,  occurring  with  Mrs.  P.,  who  lived  ten 
miles  away.  I  was  sent  for  in  her  first  childbirth.  When  I  ar- 
rived the  child  was  born  and  the  placenta  delivered.  I  asked 
the  nurse  where  the  placenta  was;  she  said,  '4t  is  buried."  I 
alwa}s  like  to  inspect  the  placenta,  thus  knowing  whether  it  is 
all  come.  The  patient  seemed  to  be  going  on  well ;  no  hemor- 
rhage ;  there  was  no  pain ;  the  pulse  was  78 ;  and  the  binder 
was  properly  applied.  On  the  sixth  day,  I  was  sent  for  in  great 
haste,  as  the  woman  was  flooding  frightfully.  On  my  arirval  I 
found  the  patient  very  weak  from  loss  of  blood.  I  applied  iron 
alum,  and  prescribed  quinine  and  ergot.  Three  days  afterward 
a  small  piece  of  placenta  was  expelled,  together  with  an  old  clot 
of  blood ;  the  woman  gradually  recovered. 

I  have  a  record  of  eigty-two  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage 
where  this  remedy  was  applied  without  a  single  failure :  menor- 
rhagia,  ten  cases;  metrorrhagia,  eighteen;  abortions,  fifteen; 
accidental  hemorrhage,  seven ;  unavoidable  hemorrhage,  four ; 
post-partum  hemorrhage,  twenty -two;  secondary  hemorrhage, 
six. 

In  post-partum  hemorrhage,  it  is  advisable  always  to  clear  the 
uterus  of  clots,  or  any  portion  of  placenta,  before  applying  the 
crystal ;  also,  in  accidental  hemorrhage,  when  there  is  detach- 
ment of  placenta,  should  the  case  appear  to  be  one  where  there 
is  no  chance  of  carrying  it  to  full  term,  the  membranes  ought  to  be 
punctured,  and  the  iron  alum  applied  in  the  usual  way.  There 
is  no  fear  of  any  very  great  hemorrhage  coming  on  afterward ; 
in  a  slight  case  the  iron  alum  will  stop  it ;  but,  if  the  hemorrhage 
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should  recur,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  recourse  to  puncturing 
the  membranes  and  induce  labor.  By  way  of  comparison,  I  shall 
here  enumerate  most  of  the  local  remedies  hitherto  used  in  uter- 
ine hemorrhage;  namely,  the  tampon,  compression,  friction, 
galvanism  or  electricity,  ice,  injection  of  hot  and  cold  water, 
cold  water  applied  to  the  vulva,  cold  douche  on  the  abdomen, 
pressure  on  the  abdominal  aorta ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  in- 
jection of  liquor  ferri  perchloridi.  Most  of  ^these  require  appa- 
tus  for  their  application  which  may  not  always  be  at  hand ;  and, 
in  addition,  some  time  would  be  taken  in  their  preparation  and 
administration.  Furthermore  there  is  the  always  present  danger 
of  injecting  a  styptic  into  the  open  mouths  of  the  uterine  vessels ; 
also  cold  applications,  when  the  body  is  already  too  cold,  must  be 
injurious.  Now,  iron  alum  does  not  require  any  apparatus,  or 
any  preparation,  as  it  is  already  at  hand ;  it  will  bring  on  imme- 
diate contraction  of  the  uterus,  which  is  the  chief  aim  and  object 
in  the  treatment  of  these  cases ;  as  remarked  before,  it  does  not 
require  to  be  introduced  into  the  uterus,  only  into  the  vagina, 
close  to  the  os  uteri,  and  there  left.  The  preparation  is  both 
cheap  and  effectual. — American  Practitioner. 


Honford*8  Aoid  Phospliate  in  Mental  and  Physical  Ezhaostion, 
VerrouineM  and  Diminished  Vitality. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Lindley,  Brooklyn,  Ind.,  says:  '*I  have  given 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  a  fair  trial  in  mental  and  physical 
exhaustion,  nervousness,  diminished  vitality,  and  in  the  tedious 
convalescence  from  typhoid  fever.  It  has  more  than  realized  my 
expectations  in  the  iatbove-named  diseases.  I  should  advise  the 
profession  to  keep  it  on  hand." 

Soluble  Sngar-Ooated  Pills. 

I  have  used  William  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s  Sugar-Coated  Pills 
for  more  than  fifteen  years,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  in 
respect  of  solubility,  they  are  superior  to  any  coated  pills  I  have 
ever  tried,  not  excepting  those  coated  with  gelatine.  They  pos- 
sess one  quality  which  I  do  not  find  in  most  other  pills,  viz. :  a 
moist  condition  of  the  enclosed  ingredients. 

Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D. 


EDITORIAL. 


Medical  Legislation. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  yournal^  Prof. 
King  took  issue  with  us  regarding  the  policy  we  ought  to  pursue, 
as  eclectics,  in  the  establishment  and  support  of  State  Boards 
of  Health  and  Examining  Boards.  We  had  advocated  the  or- 
ganization of  state  boards ;  had  favored  special  medical  legisla- 
tion, not  merely  as  matters  of  policy,  but  because  we  really  fa- 
vored  them,  and  we  had  given  our  reasons  therefor  in  papers 
written  for  The  American  Medical  .  Journal.  Prof.  King 
had  previously  written  an- essay  on  Medical  Legislation,  which 
he  had  read  at  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  in  Cin- 
cinnati, and  the  positions  we  took  differed  so  widely  from  those 
advocated  by  him,  that  he  thought  it  best  to  notice  us. 

Prof.  King's  reply  appeared  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  yournal^ 

and  the  substance  of  this  paper  was   sent  to  Prof.    Scudder  for 

publication   in  his  Journal,  as  a  rejoinder   to  Prof.  King.     Here 

is  Prof.  Scudder' s  reply  to  us : 

"Cincinnati,  O.,  Dec.  8,  1884. 
Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  My  Dear  Sir: — We  have  closed  the 
subject  of 'Medical  Legislation  in  our  Journal,  unless  something 
very  new  comes  up.  We  cannot  afford  space  for  it,  and  no 
good  can  come  of  it.  In  five  years  from  now  you  will  probably 
believe  as  we  do.  Yours, 

John  M.  Scudder." 

This  snubs  us,  of  course,  and  leaves  us  to  use  our  own  Jour- 
nal for  both  sides  of  the  argument.  We  thought,  as  we  had  so 
generously  admitted  the  paper  of  Prof.  King  in  reply  to  Prof. 
Younkin,  in  our  Journal,  and  as  Prof.  King  had  made  a  direct 
strike  at  us  in  the  E.  M,  yournal^  that  we  should  have  a  chance 
to  reply  through  the  journal  where  we  were  attacked.  Com- 
ment is  unnecessary. 

In  our  papers  we  had  advocated  equal  rights  and  privileges 
for  all,  and  asked  no  favors  shown  us  that  were  not  granted   to 


34  Editorial. 

others.  We  plead  for  laws  that  might  rid  us — all  branches  of 
the  medical  profession — of  pretending  imposters.  We  held  that 
the  tendency  of  Prof.  King's  essay  was  toward  evil  rpsults ;  that 
the  quacks  could  not  ask  for  better  support ;  and  that  the  regu- 
lars wanted  no  better  evidence  of  our  quackish  proclivities  than 
the  special  pleading  of  this  veteran  and  leader,  Prof.  King,  and 
especially  when  supported  by  the  action  of  the  National  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Association.  As  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  these 
views,  regarding  the  evil  results  of  this  essay,  we  have  only  to 
refer  to  the  character  of  many  of  its  supporters.  Since  the  read- 
ing and  publication  of  this  essay  the  traveling  and  advertising 
quacks  all  over  this  country  have  taken  it  up,  and  Prof.  King's 
opinions  are  sought,  cherished  and  widely  heralded  by  this  class 
of  men,  and  especially  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Hale,  the  editor  of  Health 
and  Home^  a  man  whom  we  have  learned  to  avoid  in  every  way, 
and  whose  paper  sustains  everytiiing  but  a  reputable  character. 
All  this  is  unfortunate,  to  say  the  least,  for  Prof.  King  is  no 
quack,  and  all  who  know  him  admire  his  ability  and  accomplish- 
ments. It  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  he  advocates  such  a 
damaging  and  destructive  policy,  for  his  reputation  as  a  good 
man,  able  teacher  and  author,  gives  character  to  his  essay ;  and 
while  traveling  quacks  read  and  quote  Prof,  King  with  great 
pleasure,  it  is  also  true  that  his  essay  has  many  honest,  earnest 
and  intelligent  supporters — too  many  of  this  class  for  the  good  of 
the  eclectic  cause.  These  men  seem  to  look  at  Prof. 
King  only ;  and  because  he  says  so,  they  think  it  must  be  so. 
They  do  not  seem  to  think  for  one  moment  that  a  wise  man  may 
occasionally  make  a  mistake.  The  facts  are  these :  Prof.  King, 
in  his  ardour  for  freedom  and  hatred  of  old-schoolism,  has  taken 
most  extreme  grounds,  and  urges  a  policy  not  at  all  suited  to  the 
times  nor  the  emergencies  of  the  case.  He  does  not  seem  to 
realize  that  the  issues  now  before  us  are  quite  different  from 
those  in  the  early  days  of  eclecticism  ;  and  that  the  character  of 
the  opposition  is  very  different  also.  But  if  Prof.  King  and  the 
advocates  of  his  essay  persistently  pursue  the  course  they  have 
marked  out,  they  will  soon  realize  that  they  have  been  paving 
the  way  to  their  own  funerals. 

It  is  no  longer  a  question  whether  we  shall  have   State   Boards 
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of  Health  or  not,  for  we  already  have  them  in  twenty-seven 
states,  and  wherever  they  are  tested  the  courts  are  deciding  in 
favor  of  their  constitutionality,  and  their  legal  rights  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  medicine.  We  may  cry  oppression,  plead  for 
freedom,  and  ridicule  the  course  taken  by  certain  boards  of 
health,  and  Irom  our  stand-point  our  arguments  may  appear 
unanswerable ;  but  in  dealing  with  this  supposed  wrong,  we 
should  realize  that  we  meet  a  living  thing,  possessing  formidable 
dimensions,  immense  power  and  influence,  and  if  we  would  ob- 
tain anything  like  our  just  deserts,  we  must  do  what  we  know  we 
can  do,  and  not  attempt  to  accomplish  unreasonable  results  by 
abusing  the  authorities,  black-guarding  boards  of  health,  and 
damning  every  professed  eclectic  in  the  profession  who  dares  to 
advocate  a  policy  different  from  that  recommended  by  some  of 
our  leaders. 

We  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please  about  the  Allopathic  ori- 
gin and  selfish  objects  of  these  boards  of  health,  and  we  may 
tell  of  the  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  people  regarding  their 
organization,  and  we  may  utter  a  great  many  truths,  but  there 
are  some  things  that  we  cannot  deny  :  no  matter  if  Allopaths  did 
exert  themselves  in  organizing  these  boards,  we  have  them,  and 
the  very  men  that  urged  their  formation  will  spend  their  time 
and  means  to  sustain  them,  and  the  majority  being  largely  on 
this  side  of  the  question,  the  chances,  to  say  the  least,  are  greatly 
in  their  favor.  Again,  it  matters  not  whether  the  people  wanted 
or  asked  for  protective  boards  or  not,  they  are  now  organized, 
they  are  in  active  operation  and  sustained  by  the  courts,  and 
instead  of  the  people  being  indifferent  to  their  presence,  since 
their  organization,  they  are  waking  up  in  interest,  and  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  are  in  sympathy  with  boards  of  health, 
and  will  aid  in  their  support,  especially  when  they  find  that  at 
least  nine-tenths  of  the  physicians  in  the  country  are  in  favor  of 
them. 

Now,  knowing  all  this  to  be  true,  the  only  question  for  us  to 
settle,  as  Eclectic  physicians,  is  the  best  course  to  pursue  in 
order  that  we  may  have  a  fair  representation  in  all  State 
Boards  of  Healthy  or  Examining  Boards^  as  the  case  may  be. 
For  us  to  argue  against  the   establishment  of   health  boards,  or 
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work  for  their  abolishment,  would  be  lost  time.  We  had  just  as 
well  go  back  and  advocate  the  propriety  and  policy  of  yet  elect- 
ing St.  John  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  Sates,  and  putting 
Cleveland  out ;  and  all  the  big  strikes  of  Profs.  King,  Adolphus 
and  Wilder  are  as  puerile  as  an  arugment  like  this  would  be. 
They  are  out  of  time  and  place.  These  old  veterans  certainly 
think  they  are  still  living  away  back  in  the  early  days  of  Eclec- 
ticism. Do  they  not  know  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  and  physicians  are  favorable  to  these  State  Boards, 
and  that  the  government,  through  her  courts,  sustains  them, 
and  that  their  popularity  is  increasing  daily?  These  are  the 
facts,  nevertheless,  and  we  can  only  work  for  amendments, 
and  make  vigorous  efforts  for  fair  representation  and  just 
treatment.  And  if  we  behave  ourselves  properly — don't  make 
fools  of  ourselves — we  need  have  no  fears  about  obtaining 
justice.  To  be  sure,  as  in  all  cases  where  the  odds  is  great, 
individuals,  and  even  whole  communities,  may  suffer  from . 
oppressions  for  a  time,  but  justice  will  finally  prevail.  How- 
ever indifferent  any  people  may  be  about  the  establishment 
of  any  law,  they  will  not  tolerate,  for  any  considerable  length 
of  time,  the  unjust  treatment  of  deserving  individuals,  nor 
suffer  innocent  people  to  be  imposed  upon  by  the  execution  of 
unjust  laws.  If  we  conduct  ourselves  in  a  manner  that  will  in- 
sure the  respect  and  earn  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
community  where  we  live,  each  of  us,  no  matter  what  may 
come,  we  cannot  be  hurt  very  much.  But  if  we  resist  or  defy 
existing  laws,  refuse  to  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  that  are 
imposed  upon  other  schools  of  medicine,  then  the  authorities  will 
be  inclined  to  be  distrustful  of  us ;  and  they  ought  to  be. 

Unless  we  show  ourselves  worthy,  willing  and  obedient,  we 
cannot  expect  public  offices  or  positions  of  trust ;  and  the  chances 
are  that  we  may  suffer  evil  consequences  if  we  discourage  and 
labor  to  embarrass  State  Boards  of  Health.  If  'we  use  our  means 
and  employ  our  talents  to  break  them  down,  instead  of  laboring 
to  sustain  them  and  make  them  what  we  think  they  really  should 
be,  we  need  not  expect  any  representation  upon  them,  for  we 
can  never  get  it.  And  it  is  very  certain  that  unless  a  differ- 
ent policy  from  that  marked  out  by  Prof.  King,  and  seconded  by 
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Drs.  Wilder,  Adolphus  and  others,  is  pursued  by  us,  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  Eclectic  schoo}  of  medicine  will  be  extinct. 
Why?  Because,  if  we  pursue  the  course  these  men  advocate  we 
cannot  expect  any  fair  representation  upon  Health  and  Exam- 
ining Boards,  and  this  is  our  only  safeguard.  Whenever  we 
fail  totally  to  obtain  any  representation  on  these  boards,  and  es- 
pecially through  apparent  faults  and  mistakes  of  our  own,  then 
we  are  gone.  Graduates  of  Eclectic  medical  colleges  that  have 
opposed  Health  and  Examining  Boards  and  that  are  held  under 
restrictions  will  naturally  fear  straight  Allopathic  boards.  Stu- 
dents will  attend  colleges  whose  graduates  will  not  be  liable  to 
suffer  from  embarassments,  and  the  classes  of  defiant  colleges 
will  dwindle  away  to  nothing.  How  does  this  Ibok?  Are  we 
willing  to  g^ve  up  all  we  have,  and  go  on  crying  '^freedom," 
'Miberty,"  "we'll  live  and  die  in  the  tracks  of  our  fathers  — 
Beach,  Jones,  Morrow,  etc.,"  just  for  the  privilege  of  doing  so, 
and  for  the  good  feelings  it  may  give  us  in  the  dying  hour?  No, 
we  are  not  willing  to  sacrifice  so  much ;  but  just  so  sure  as  the 
policy  of  Prof.  King  is  persistently  advocated  by  our  leaders,  and 
the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  pursues  the  course  its 
masters  are  now  taking,  and  we  fail  to  obtain  an  equitable  repre- 
sentation upon  State  and  local  Examining  Boards,  good-bye  to 
Eclecticism  as  a  distinct  school  of  Medicine.  But,  if  we  earn- 
estly claim  our  rights  in  good  faith,  and  work  in  harmony  for  a 
fair  representation,  and  quit  all  this  foolish  cry  of  freedom,  op- 
pression,  etc. ,  we  may  secure  at  least  one  representative  in  every 
State  Board  of  Health  and  Examining  Board  in  the  States,  as 
we  now  have  it  in  Missouri  and  Illinois.  This  public  recogni- 
tion, by  the  authorities,  will  positively  and  forever  insure  to  us  an 
identity  as  a  distinct  and  reputable  school  of  medicine,  and  will 
mean  prestige,  patronage,  popularity  and  power.  A  representa- 
tion upon  all  these  boards  is  what  we  most  need,  and  what  we 
must  have,  and  we  can  get  it  if  we  go  about  it  in  a  proper  man- 
ner ;  and  we  can  hold  it,  if  we  behave  ourselves  as  becomes  us. 
Will  the  readers  of  the  Eclectic  medical  journals  make  this  matter 
an  object  of  special  thought,  and  work  for  it,  that  we  may  live 
and  keep  up  our  identity,  or  will  they  blindly  cast  away  the  last 
opportunity  and  suffer  themselves  to  be  ignored  and  appointed 
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out  of  existence  ?  This  may  all  seem  like  idle  talk  to  many  of 
our  readers,  but  we  are  inside,  and  think  we  know  what  we  are 
saying.  Remember,  State  Boards  of  Health  and  Examining 
Boards  will  live^  and  we  need  not  fight  for  their  destruction.  If 
we  can  be  represented  in  these  boards,  we  will  live  also;  if  not, 
then  we  die.  We  sincerely  hope  that  a  judicious,  wise  nolicy 
may  be  agreed  upon  and  adopted. 


Biographical  Sketch  of  Prof.  Edwin  Tounkin,  M.  D. 

Is  it  a  fact  that  the  shape  of  a  man's  head  has  anything  to  do 
with  his  mental  powers? 

Can  it  be  shown  that  one  devoted  to  literature  and  science  will 
in  time  acquire  a  particular  conformation  of  brain,  correspond- 
ing to  his  mental  employment?  If  a  philosopher  looks  like  a 
philosopher,  and  a  fool  looks  like  a  fool,  will  not  a  doctor  look 
like  a  doctor? 

Boxers  and  gladiators  do  not  look  like  preachers  and  teachers ; 
nor  do  robber3  and  murderers  resemble  good  and  honest  men. 
If  a  man  is  known  by  the  books  he  reads  and  the  company  he 
keeps,  why  cant  he  be  known  by  his  looks  ? 

Herewith  we  present  the  likeness  of  Prof.  Edwin  Younkin, 
M.  D.,  of  whom  many  of  our  readers  have  already  drawn  their 
ideal  picture,  as  they  have  read  from  the  productions  of  his  pen. 
This  is  a  fair  profile — an  artotype. 

You  will  observe  the  form  and  features  ;  the  prominent  fore- 
head ;  keen  eye ;  striking  nose,  and  exuberant  beard.  In  fact, 
you  will  look  the  picture  all  over  and  compare  it  with  your  ideal 
picture. 

Edwin  Younkin  was  born  March  19th,  A.  D.  1838,  in  Somer- 
set County,  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  Jonas  Yoankin,  was  a 
physician,  and  had  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters ; 
the  sixth  and  seventh  children  were  girls.  It  was  determined  in 
very  early  life  that  Edwin  should  be  the  doctor,  though  he  was 
the  fifth  of  the  family.  His  father.  Dr.  Jonas  Younkin,  was  of 
German  extraction,  though  the  mother  was  American,  perhaps 
of  Scottish  origin. 

'    Dr.  Jonas  Younkin  practiced  medicine  for  twenty-five  years'  in 
the  county  where  Edwin  was  born,  and  gained  some  distinction  in 
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his  profession.  He  was  of  thie  New  School,  as  it  was  known  in 
those  days.  The  reformed  practice  in  that  day  was  in  its  crudity, 
and  physicians,  from  necessity,  dug  their  own  roots,  gathered 
their  own  herbs,  and  prepared  their  own  medicines. 

Edwin's  father  resided  at  the  foot  of  the  Laurel  Hill  Moun- 
tains. He  had  his  drug-mill,  which  was  made  from  a  section  of 
a  large  gum  tree  that  in  its  hollow  cavity  had  fixed  two  large- 
mill-stones,  and  which  were  made  to  run  by  a  hand-sweep.  Ed- 
win took  much  delight  in  gathering  drugs,  which  grev/  abundantly 
in  the  mountains  and  valleys,  and,  after  drying,  they  were  ground 
in  the  mill.  Thus  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  literally  bom 
and  reared  in  a  physician's  office,  where  he  gained  a  practical 
knowledge  of  medical  botany  and  the  methods  of  compounding 
drugs  according  to  his  father's  art.  In  very  early  life  he  was, 
therefore,  called  the  young  doctor  by  his  brothers  and  associates. 

Up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  our  subject  had  received  a  fair 
common-school  education.  He  had  learned  to  read,  write,  spell, 
and  had  made  advancements  in  mathematics,  geography,  etc. ; 
but  in  185 1,  when  Edwin  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  his  father 
pulled  up  from  the  old  homestead  to  try  the  **wild  West."  In 
eighteen  days  sailing  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Illinois  rivers, 
the  family  made  the  trip  to  Hennepin,  Ills.,  where  they  landed, 
and  moved  westward. 

For  six  or  seven  years  Edwin's  life  was  that  common  to  boys  in 
a  new  country — ^but  few  school  privileges  afforded,  and  his  time 
was  largely  occupied  in  driving  six  to  eight  yoke  of  oxen  to  a 
huge  prairie  plough,  br  in  other  ways  opening  up  the  western 
farms. 

With  all,  however,  the  early  purposes  were  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten, and  at  night  time  and  upon  rainy  days  Edwin  was  found 
pouring  over  his  father's  library.  During  this  western  life  the 
father  had  attended  to  his  practice,  while  the  sons  carried  on  the 
farm ;  but  now,  on  account  of  the  failing  health  of  the  father,  Ed- 
win was  called  into  the  rougher  part  of  the  professional  riding. 
Feeling,  however,  that  further  preparation  was  necessary,  and 
that  his  education  was  too  limited,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  deter- 
mined to  strike  for  greater  preparation.  He  told  his  father  his  in- 
tentions, and  left  home  when  nineteen  years  of  age.    This  step  was 
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not  quite  pleasing  to  the  father/,  as  it  was  felt  tliat  the  boy  could 
not  be  spared.  After  attending  a  district  school  one  term,  he  en- 
tered a  seminary  in  Kewanee,  111.  While  attending  school  at 
this  seminary  he  joined  the  Baptist  church,  but  finally  united 
with  the  Christian  church.  Manifesting  a  talent  for  public 
speaking,  he  was  urged  to  the  ministry.  He  was  ordained  a 
minister,  and  preached  acceptably  for  a  number  of  years;  his  la- 
bors were  quite  successful,  and  were  crowned  with  numerous 
converts.  In  1859  he  entered  Abingdon  College,  in  Knox  Co., 
Illinois,  as  a  student,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  English 
branches,  and  made  some  advancement  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
though  not  to  entire  completion  or  graduation. 

The  practice  of  medicine  still  dominating  in  his  mind,  he 
gradually  drew  out  of  the  ministry  and  set  himself  more  earnestly 
to  the  medical  profession.  It  was  in  the  above  college  where  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  S.  M.  Hart,  whom  he  married, 
April  28th,  1861.  He  has  now  two  children,  both  daughters, 
and  now  young  women.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  settled  in 
West  Liberty,  Iowa,  where  he  practiced  medicine  and  passed 
through  a  severe  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  without  the  loss  of  a 
patient.  He  contracted  the  disease  himself,  and  claims  that  his 
recovery  is  due  to  the  nursing  of  his  wife  and  mother.  In  1863 
he  removed  to  Long  Grove,  Iowa,  and  met  with  an  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  of  the  malignant  type.  In  I865  he  sold  out 
and  entered  the  E.  M.  Institute,  of  Cincinnati,  and  grad- 
uated in  the  Spring  term  of  1866.  Returning  now  to  Abing- . 
don,  111.,  where  he  formerly  entered  college  and  met  his  wife,  he 
began  his  practice  and  soon  became  widely  known  in  that  coun- 
try. In  1872  he  was  burned  out  of  all  he  had,  and  no  insurance, 
and  shortly  aferthis  he  was  induced  to  go  to  Leavenworth,  Kan- 
sas, where  he  met  with  other  misfortunes,  the  results  of  drouth 
and  grasshoppers.  In  1875  he  received  a  call  from  the  trustees 
and  faculty  of  the  American  Medical  College  to  take  charge  of 
the  Chair  of  Surgery,  a  position  which  he  has  held  ever  since. 

Professor  E.  Younkin  has  been  a  hard  worker,  and  has  made 
his  way  through  many  embarrassments.  He  has  filled  public 
stations,  civil,  religious,  political  and  professional.  He  has,  with 
some,  assisted  in  their  birth ;  treated  them  in  disease ;  tied  the 
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gordian  knot ;  performed  the  baptismal  ceremony ;  and  performed 
the  last  solemn  rites  of  their  funerals. 

He  has  gone  to  the  head  of  the  medical  profession,  having  been 
president  both  of  the  State  and  National  Associations.  As  a 
surgeon  he  is  known  all  over  the  United  States,  and  is  the  ac* 
knowledged  ovariotomist  of  the  West.  He  is  quick  of  percep- 
tion, and  acute  as  a  diagnostician. 

As  a  lecturer,  he  is  smooth,  terse  and  logical.  He  centrajizes 
his  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  is  capable  of  eliminating  from  his 
mind  all  considerations  that  do  not  belong  to  his  subject.  His 
language  is  characterized  by  precision  and  method.  He  deals 
with  facts,  and  at  times  rises  into  the  eloquent. 

He  is  not  much  preyed  upon  by  external  surroundings ;  he  is 
fearless  and  independent,  caring  more  for  a  conscientious  right 
than  what  others  might  say  of  him.  Like  the  oak,  he  meets  the 
breeze  without  succumbing  to  it ;  he  wastes  no  time  in  display, 
I  and  in  an  argument  bums  but  few  blank  cartridges.     He   has 

I  held  several  public  debates  upon  different  topics,  and   is  rather 

fond  of  discussion.  Whatever  may  be  his  dislikes  to  what  he 
deems  untenable  ground,  he  exercises  great  liberality  in  his 
feelings  towards  his  opponent  His  ideas,  when  wrought  upon, 
are  affluent,  and  culminate  in  keenness  of  expression,  and  at 
times  in  sarcastic  witticisms  and  irony.  His  temperament  con- 
tributes sprightliness  of  manner,  though  his  intellect  is  of  the 
German  type. 

Prof.  £.  Younkin  has  strong  benevolence,  which  impresses  his 
character  with  friendship  and  sympathy.  He  has  often  given  his 
services,  and  at  the  same  time  drawn  from  his  pocket  the  last 
dollar  for  the  relief  of  suffering.  He  trusts  to  energy  and  prac« 
tical  skill  rather  than  to  luck  and  fortune.     He  is  now  in  his  47th 

year,  and  is  enjoying  good  health. 

» 
Sight  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Missouri  to  Sejoot  the 
Diploma  of  a  Medical  College. 
In  the  case  of  Granville  vs.  The  State  Board  of  Health* 
the  Supreme  Court  to-day  decided,  in  an  opinion  delivered  by 
Judge  Sherwood,  that  a  medical  college  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  has  the  right  in  its  corporate  capacity  to  issue 
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diplomas  as  evidence  that  the  person  to  whom  a  diploma  is 
issued  has  pursued  the  course  of  study  prescribed  by  the  college 
necessary  to  entitle  him  to  such  diploma.  It  was  also  further 
decided  that  the  mere  fact  of  his  holding  such  diploma  and  pres- 
enting it  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  verification  did  not 
make  it  compulsory  upon  the  Board  to  issue  him  a  certificate 
entitling  him  to  practice  medicine,  inasmuch  as  the  law  re- 
quires that  the  Board  shall  require  proof  that  the  diploma  was 
issued  by  a  medical  college  in  good  standing,  and  have  the  pow- 
er to  pass  upon  the  evidence  offered,  or  to  make  such  investiga- 
tion regarding  the  standing  of  the  college  as  will  satisfy  them 
that  it  is  a  medical  college  of  good  standing.  Inasmuch  as  rela- 
tor, in  presenting  his  diploma,  offered  no  evidence  to  show  that 
it  was  issued  by  a  medical  college  in  good  standing,  his  petition 
is  held  to  be  fatally  defective,  and  the  demurrer  to  it  is  sustained, 
with  leave  to  the  relator  to  plead  further. 

The  above  is  an  action  brought  against  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  Missouri  for  refusing  to  issue  a  certificate  to  one  E. 
J.  Granville,  holding  a  diploma  from  the  Kansas  City  Hospital 
College  of  Medicine.  The  decision  of  Judge  Sherwood  sets 
forth  the  fact  clearly  that  a  medical  college  must  noK  merely  pos- 
sess a  chartered  right  to  issue  a  diploma,  but  that  the  holder  of 
the  diploma,  in  order  to  practice  medicine,  must  possess  a  diplo- 
ma from  a  medical  college,  chartered  and  in  good  standing. 
State  Boards  of  Health  thus  far  have  taken  the  ground  that  the 
term  ''good  standing"  implies  that  colleges  must  have  a  good 
record,  and  must  stand  in  with  the  school  to  which  they  belong. 
An  evidence  of  good  standing  in  the  schools  is  made  to  signify 
that  colleges  must  be  recognized  with  their  respective  State  and 
National  Associations.  This  is  right,  and  will  only  stimulate 
more  watchfulness  and  greater  need  of  thorough  organization. 

The  idea  of  it  all  is,  therefore,  to  make  State  Boards,  and 
State  and  National  Societies,  kind  of  acting  vigilance  commit- 
tees, who  in  time  will  suppress  the  disgp^aceful  practices  of  a  few 
lawless  cranks  who  try  to  run  rough-shod  over  the  rights  of  the 
profession.  The  above  college  was  a  hybrid.  It  belonged  to 
nothing;  but  claimed  to  have  Allopaths,  Homeopaths  and  Eclec- 
tics on  i]ts  faculty.  Y. 
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White  Lead,  Iron  and  Stryehnia  in  Erysipelas. 

In  the  London  Lancet^  Dr.  Day  recommends  white  lead  in 
erysipelas,  to  be  prepared  as  follows : 

1.  Take  half  a  pound  of  white  lead  and  thoroughly  mix  it 
with  mastic  varnish  to  the  consistency  of  thick  paste. 

2.  Take  sulphate  copper,  sulphate  zinc  and  acetate  lead, 
each  forty  grains. 

Rub  these  together  in  a  mortar  till  they  form  a  thick  paste  ;  this 
they  do  in  about  five  minutes. 

3.  Mix  these  two  pastes  thoroughly  together ;  then  add  about 
a  pound  of  linseed  oil,  so  as  to  make  the  compound  the  con- 
sistency of  paint.     Apply  to  the  parts. 

Dr.  Day's  method  reminds  me  of  an  experience  I  had  with  an 
epidemic  erysipelas  in  1864: 

In  a  large  neighborhood  the  erysipelas  prevailed  to  a  fearful 
extent,  and  those  affected  all  took  the  disease  first  at  the  side  of 
the  nose.  In  making  my  rounds,  an  aged  Scotchman,  who 
seemed  to  grow  worse  under  the  treatment,  of  which  the  tincture 
muriate  of  iron  was  the  chief  remedy,  had  covered  his  face  with 
white  lead,  taken  from  his  paint  keg.  He  first  spread  it  upon  mus- 
lin, with  holes  cut  for  the  eyes,  nose  and  mouth.  To  my  surprise, 
the  recovery  was  more  rapid  than  with  others  who  carried  out  my 
treatment.  Since  that  time  I  have  frequently  used  white  lead 
for  the  disease,  and  in  a  similar  manner,  and  with  good  results. 

The  Use  of  Strychnia  in  Erysipelas, — One  other  thing  I 
learned  in  the  above  epidemic :  My  patients  had  suffered  with 
great  depression  under  iron,  quinine,  milk  and  beef-tea — their 
tongues  so  badly  swollen  they  could  not  speak ;  general  stupor, 
and  the  erysipelatous  invasion  over  the  face,  scalp,  and  down  the 
neck. 

I  thought  of  strychnia ;  and  combining  it  with  tinct.  ferri 
mur.,  it  operated  Jike  magic.  In  a  few  hours  my  first  patient 
was  greatly  improved.  S.  Tinct.  ferri  mur.,  gtt.,  xx;  Kmg's 
solution  strychnia,  gtt.  v.  Mix.  To  be  given  every  two  hours 
in  a  little  water. 

I  thought  this  improvement  might  only  be  accidental,  but  an 
experience  of  twenty  years  has  convinced  me  that  strychnia  and 
iron  combined  are  the  remedies  in  erysipelas. 
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I  do  not  now  wait  for  the  depression,  but  commence  with 
strychnia  at  first,  and  I  have  so  much  faith  in  this  remedy  that  if 
compelled  to  choose  between  iron  and  strychnia,  I  should  take 
the  latter.  Y.  . 


BzcreseenceB  of  the  Female  Urethra. 

The  female  urethra  is  peculiarly  liable  to  morbid  gprowths, 
called  vascular  tumors  or  urethral  hemorrhoids.  These  neo- 
plasms are  sometimes  single,  but  often  multiple.  They  may  be 
pedunculated,  but  sometimes  on  broad  bases.  Their  most  fre- 
quent site  is  near  the  meatus,  though  sometimes  they  extend  far 
into  the  canal,  so  that  their  exposure  is  attended  with  difficulty. 
They  resemble  very  closely  the  pile-tumors  of  the  rectum, 
though,  of  course,  usually  smaller.  The  meatus  is  often  seen 
jutted  with  little  red  growths  that  fill  up  the  canal.  They  are 
peculiarly  sensitive,  prone  to  bleed,  and  are  liable  to  extrude  if 
near  the  meatus.  In  all  these  respects  they  are  very  similar  to 
piles.  The  suffering  caused  by  these  little  growths  is  often  very 
great.  As  the  urine  passes  over  them  great  tenesmus  and  smart- 
ing ensues. 

Ladies  often  describe  their  symptoms,  and  think  the  doctor 
ought  to  tell  the  trouble  and  cure  it  without  exposure,  but  it  is 
impossible,  and  hence  an  examination  must  be  made.  The 
cure  of  these  excrescences  is  attended  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty. Though  they  may  seem  small  and  quite  superficial,  yet 
they  are  not  really  so ;  and,  unless  completely  destroyed,  they 
will  grow  again.  When  pedunculated,  they  may  be  grasped 
with  forceps  and  twisted  off ;  or,  when  situated  near  the  mouth  of 
the  urethra,  a  ligature  may  be  made  to  enclose  them  so  tightly  as 
to  cut,  off  their  nutrition.  I  often  take  a  match,  cut  off  the  phos- 
phorus, round  up  the  end ;  dipping  this  pine  stick  into  nitric  acid, 
I  thrust  it  into  the  urethra,  in  contact  with  the  tumors.  This  to 
be  repeated  every  third  or  fourth  day.  Whatever  method  is 
adopted  must  be  boldly  used.  Dry  iodoform  may  be  stuffed  into 
the  urethra.  I  here  append  a  compound  which  I  deem  excel- 
lent, not  only  for  this  disease,  but  for  many  others  situated  on 
mucous  surfaces:  R.  Iodine  cryst.,3i]. ;  acid  carbolic,  Si j. ; 
salicylic  acid,  5j. ;  sulphuric  sether,  Jss.    A  little  absorbent  cot- 
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ton,  wrapped  on  the  end  of  a  probe,  dipped  into  the  above  and 
thrust  into  the  urethra.  The  aether  soon  evaporates,  and  leaves 
the  agents  on  the  surface. 

Unnecessary  irritation  should  be  avoided.  More  powerful 
caustics,  as  potassa  fusa,  or  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  may 
prove  unmanageable.  The  galvanic  cautery  may  be  employed 
with  a  degree  of  safety ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  torsion,  the  liga- 
ture, nit.  acid  and  the  iodine  compound  have  proved  the  most 
serviceable  in  my  hands.  A  little  patience  and  persistence  will 
sometimes  be  required,  both  upon  the  part  of  the  patient  and 
the  surgeon.  Y. 


Holes. 

The  last  importation  of  muriate  of  cocaine   cost  $8  per 

grramme,  or  $249  per  ounce.  The  apothecaries*  pound  would 
therefore  cost  $2,988.  It*  will  be  wholly  unnecessary  to  advise 
physicians  not  to  make  large  purchases  at  a  time  until  its  anass- 
thetical  powers  are  more  fully  established. 

Dr.  C.  C.  McCoy,  a  recent  accession   to   St.  Louis,    has 

been  arrested  on  a  warrant,  charging  him  with  practicing  with- 
out a  license.  We  are  informed  that  he  is  a  graduate  of  Belle- 
view  Hospital  Medical  College,  of  New  York.  He  is  a  huge 
advertiser,  and  the  clerk  of  the  State  Board  withholds  his  cer- 
tificate. 

There  is  a  deaf  family  in  New  Hampshire  whose  hereditary 

defects  have  been  traced  back  to  the  fourteenth  century.  During 
all  this  time  there  has  been  a  regular  succession  of  deaf-mutes. 

Oysters  are  reported  to   be  good  for  dyspeptics.     They 

never  produce  indigestion,  and  are  preferred  by  invalids  when  all 
other  food  disagrees  with  them.  Raw  oysters  are  used  by  sing- 
ers for  hoarseness. 

When  nervous  wakefulness  ensues,  at  night-time,   when 

there  is  a  desire  to  sleep,  but  on  account  of  a  peculiar  state  of 
mind  and  body,  rest  will  not  come ;  inhalations  of  pure  air  may 
be  used  as  a  safe  and  efficient  soporific.  It  is  observed  in  these 
conditions  that  a  person  only  breathes  half-way,  and  that  the 
oxygen  in  the  lungs  is  kept  exhausted.  Now  we  would  recom- 
mend from  two  to  six  full  respirations,  and  before  there  is  time  to 
notice  the  effects,  sleep  is  produced. 
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^for  the  last  year  or  two  our  secular  papers   have  been 


teeming  with  sensational  scenes  from  Georgia — murder,  suicide, 
queer  marriages,  births  of  monstrosities,  elopements,  wonderful 
mental  prodigies,  etc.  The  latest  that  have  appeared  are  the 
'^mountain  of  gold,"  at  Villa  Rica,  in  Carroll  county  ;  the  veri- 
table rooster  in  Montezuma,  that  goes  to  the  nest  and  lays  an 
^ZK  every  day ;  comes  off  the  nest  uttering  a  decisive  cackle ;  in 
fact  performs  all  the  functions  of  the  hen,  and  then  goes  about 
his  business  as  though  nothing  had  happened.  Lastly,  a  pecu- 
liar disease  prevails  in  Atlanta  which  some  of  the  Atlanta  doc- 
tors call  '*Uria."  The  editor  of  the  Georgia  E.  M.  Journal  is 
said  to  be  badly  affected  with  it. 

In  West  Newton,  Pa.,  there  is  a  man  that  peddles,  to  reg- 
ular customers,  hot  water.  He  delivers  his  stock  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  time  for  breakfast,  and  comes  again  at  noon-time. 
Housewives  are  greatly  elated  with  the*  idea,  as  it  saves  them 
from  roasting  over  the  fire  to  heat  the  tea-kettle  for  their  meals- 
Why  should  not  this  plan  be  especially  advantageous  to  those 
who  now  make  a  whole  meal  out  of  hot  water  ? 

In   the  Mass.  E,  M.  yournal^  Prof.  John  King,  M.  D., 

smiles  upon  ^*poor  old  Missouri"  with  a  strabismus  eye  of  pity, 
because  the  State  has  a  Board  of  Health  having  only  one  eclectic 
representative. 

We  must  remind  the  Professor  that  matters  are  moving  along 
so  harmoniously  in  this  board  that  the  color  of  schools  are  passed 
without  notice,  and  that  we  feel  very  safe  and  hopeful  of  our 
outlook.  Since  Judge  Sherwood,  in  a  late  decision,  has  said: 
'*  It  is  thought  best  to  say  this  in  conclusion,  that,  notwithstanding 
what  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the  discriminating  powers  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  that  according  to  the  express  terms  of  the 
provision  in  section  two,  supra,  such  discretionary  power  does 
not  extend  to  discriminating  against  any  particular  school  or  sys- 
tem of  medicine;  and  that  should  such  discrimination  ever  occur, 
the  limits  of  discretionary  power  will  have  been  passed." 


Formnla  of  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound. 

B  Viburnum  Opulus ;  Dioscorea  Villosa  ;  Scutallaria  Lateri- 
flora ;  and  a  combination  of  aromatics.  This  is  a  fine  preparation, 
perfectly  sa<e  and  eminently  efficient. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS, 


The  Kansas  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

This  Association  will  hold  its  Annual  session  at  Topeka,  com- 
mencing on  the  27th  of  January,  1885,  instead  of,  as  heretofore, 
in  February.  As  the  legislature  will  be  in  session  at  that  time 
it  is  very  important  that  every  member  of  the  Association  should 
be  present,  in  order  to  use  his  personal  influence  to  defeat  any 
discriminating  legislation  against  Eclectics,  which  it  is  under- 
stood wilfbe  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  the  legislature  by  par- 
ties of  another  faith.  Let  nothing  but  actual  sickness  prevent 
the  attendance  of  any  member. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  members  of  kindred 
organizations  from  other  States  to  be  present. 

Head-quarters  will  be  at  Dr.  S.  £.  Martin's  ofHce,  no  Sixth 
Avenue,  East.  J.  Milton  Welch,  M.  D., 

Noah  Simmons,  M.  D.,  Sec'y.  President. 


The  Jerome  Kidder  Mfg.  Co.'s  Exhibit. 

An  immense  assortment  of  apparatus  for  curative  purposes, 
some  of  a  most  elaborate  character,  were  exhibited  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Exhibition,  but  none  attracted  greater  attention  than  the 
display  made  by  the  Jerome  Kipder  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
820  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

For  many  years  their  appliances  have  been  before  the  public, 
and  at  all  the  principal   exhibitions   held    in   this   country  since 

«875- 

Their  most  notable  triumph  was,  however,  at  the  American 
Institute  Exhibition  in  New  York  in  1875,  when  they  were 
awarded  the  rare  gold  medal  for  the  best  electro-magnetic  ma- 
chines in  the  world.  Their  exhibit  at  Philadelphia  shows  that 
this  supremacy  has  been  well  maintained,  and  the  machines  they 
displayed  were  both  in  workmanship,  design  and  construction,  as 
well  as  in  working  power,  notable  for  their  completeness  and 
efficiency. 

Their  methods  of  varying  the  primary  and  induced  currents 
commend  themselves  at  once  to  electro-medical  experts  and  sci- 
entists, while  the  manner  in  which  the  vibrations  of  the  rheotome, 
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or  vibrating  spring,  are  controlled,  insures  a  steady  current  that 
is  far  superior  both  in  effect  and  sensation  to  the  jerky,  raspy 
current  ordinary  machines  produce. 

Their  price  lists,  fully  illustrated,  may  be  obtained  by  mail  on 
request,  and  all  interested  in  the  cure  of  disease  by  electro-medi- 
cal treatment,  are  invited  to  call  at  their  show-rooms  and  inspect 
the  apparatus  they  manufacture  for  these  purposes. 

Ample  Authority. 

Upon  an  appeal  from  a  lower  court  in  West  Virginia  in  a  case 
instituted  by  a  man  who  had  been  refused  registration  on  the 
basis  that  his  diploma  was  from  a  medical  college  not  recognized 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals 
unanimously  decided,  ist,  that  the  law  regelating  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  is  constitutional  and  valid ;  and,  2d,  that 
the  question  of  the  reputability  of  a  medical  college  is  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  State  Board  of  Health — not  by  the  courts. 
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ABJt.  TI.— Perineorrhaphy.— By  G.  A.  Rows,  M.  D. 

The  most  skillful  accoucheur  cannot  always  prevent  a  perin- 
eum from  tearing  during  the  last  few  throes  of  labor.  Sup- 
porting the  perineum  will  not  prevent  it,  when  that  body  is  not 
fully  relaxed,  or  when  the  fetal  head  is  too  large  for  the  vaginal 
outlet.  The  best  way  to  support  the  perineum  probably  is 
through  the  rectum ;  with  one  or  two  fingers  in  the  rectum,  and 
the  thumb  in  the  vagina,  pressure  upon  the  perineum  can  often 
be  modified  sufficiently  to  permit  complete  perineal  relaxation. 
In  primiparse,  in  whom  lacerations  most  frequently  occur,  ergot 
should  not  be  given  until  complete  relaxation  of  all  the  soft 
parts  has  been  obtained,  and  even  then  it  must  be  given  with 
caution.  When  a  rent  of  the  perineum  follows  the  parturient 
act,  the  operation  for  its  repair  is  called  perineorrhaphy.  Hav- 
ing discovered  that  the  perineum  is  ruptured,  it  is  to  be  decided 
when  the  operation  for  closing  it  is  to  be  performed.  It  may  be 
performed  immediately,  or  deferred  until  recovery  from  the 
puerperium. 

By  immediate  operation  is  meant  stitching  the  parts  any  time 
from  a  few  minutes  to  five  or  six  hours  after  the  completion  of 
labor.  Deferred  operations  means  stitching  the  parts  any  time 
after  one  month  from  recovery  from  labor.  The  immediate 
operation  should  not  be  delayed  longer  than  three  hours  after 
delivery,  if  possible,  but  it  will  usually  succeed  six  hours  after- 
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wards.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  should  be  performed 
immediately  after  the  expulsion  of  the  afterbirth.  Any  suixical 
interference  is  contraindicated  if  convulsions  have  occurred  at 
any  time  during  labor,  if  there  is  great  exhaustion,  or  if  there  i» 
troublesome  hemorrhage. 

The  immediate  operation  is  to  be  performed  as  follows:  Plitce 
the  patient  with  the  hips  near  the  edge  of  the  bed,  the  feet  rest- 
ing over  the  railing,  and  an  assistant  to  support  the  flexed  limbs ; 
clear  all  hemorrhage,  and  sponge  the  parts  with  a  i  to  50  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid.  A  long,  well-curved  needle,  with  a  handle, 
and  an  eye  or  slot  near  its  point,  should  be  passed  through. 


about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  wound,  on  one 
side — beginning  near  its  rgctnl  tToiination  and  extending  to  the 
bottom  of  the  rent — t<fn>C<)ptJ««£CiS'^^  emerging  at  a  point 
equi-distant  from  tjje'^ge.  ^^ht  needle '.^ now  threaded  with  a 
No,  27  silver  wire/artcl^itl^rftjvn,  f^^ljng-tae  wire  through  with 
it.  Three  'stitche^,  one-half  an  inc'b  a^artl- ire  usually  sufficient 
to  close  any  ruptun;  n*(ianvolviftg'  thq  .spUncter.  The  ends  are 
to  be  cut  long,  and  mxleoC  Qi|£j;pt  mrdjj<ntil  all  are  introduced. 
Figure  1  represents  a  la^^miuti  llbt  involving  the  sphincter, 
and  in  which  the  sutures  are  ready  for  tying.  After  having  tied 
all  the  sutures,  the  knees  and  ankles  are  strapped  together,  and 
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the  patient  allowed  to  assume  any  comfortable  position.  The 
bowels  are  moved  once  a  day,  with  a  dose  of  castor-oil,  and  dis- 
chared  in  a  bed>pan  or  on  old  rags.  The  urine  had  better  be 
drawn  off  the  first  few  days  with  a  catheter,  to  avoid  all  strain- 
ing. 

During  the  healing  process,  the  parts  are  not  to  be  sponged  off 
more  than  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  care  must  be  taken 
that  any  lymph  that  may  have  been  thrown  out  between  the 
ports  be  not  washed  away.  Too  much  washing  is  mischievous, 
and  may  defeat  the  object  desired.  Food  should  be  taken  in 
liquid  form,  and  at  frequent  intervals.  The  stitches  maybc'  re- 
moved on  the  eighth  or  ninth  day. 


FIc-  1 

In  those  cases  of  rupture  in  which  the  rectum  is  involved,  an 
immediate  operation  will  seldom  effect  a  cure.  The  patient 
should  be  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  for  the  time,  guard- 
ing against  septic  influences  until  such  time  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable  for  more  effective  operative  measures;  any 
time  after  the  sixth  week  will  generally  answer.  If  the  opera- 
tion is  long  deferred,  there  is  a  tendency  to  prolapsus  uteri,  and 
the  patient  should  be  advised  to  wear  an  abdominal  supporter 
until  after  the  operation.  Chloroform  should  be  administered, 
and  two  primary  incisions  made  between  the  points  i  and  3  and 
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3  and  6,  on  either  side  of  the  wound  (Fig.  2),  two  lateral  sec- 
ondary incisions  extending  from  the  bottom  of  the  rent,  midway 
between  the  vagina  and  the  verge  of  the  anus,  to  the  points  5 
und  6,  intersecting  the  two  primary  incisions.  We  thus  hkve 
four  triangular  flaps,  two  above  and  two  below,  with  which  to 
form  the  floor  of  the  vagina,  and  to  replace  the  torn  wall  of  the 
rectal  tube. 

The  flaps,  1,  5,  o,  and  2,  6,  o  are  dissected  upwards,  and  the 
points  5  and  6  made  to  take  the  position  r  in  Fig.  2. 

The  flaps  3,  5,  and  o  and  4,  6  and  o  are  dissected  downward, 
the  points  5  and  6  taking  the  position  7  in  the  figure. 


Pig.  8. 

The  upper  flaps  are  stitched  or  knotted  on  the  vaginal  side, 
with  the  ends  cut  long  enough  to  han^  from  the  vagina;  the 
lower  flaps  are  stitched  and  knotted  on  the  rectal  side,  and  the 
ends  cut  short.  We  now  have  repaired  the  vagina  and  rectum, 
and  the  two  raw,  triangular  surfaces  are  to  be  approximated,  to 
form  the  perineum. 

This  is  done  by  pHssing  two  deep  wire  sutures,  as  seen  in  the 
figure,  and  having  cleansed  the  parts,  and  checked  liemoirhage, 
bringing  them  together  and  fastening  them  with  buttons  or  quills. 
Finally,  superficial  stitches  close  the  skin  edges,  and  the  opera- 
tion is  completed.     The  knees  and  ankles  are  strapped  together, 
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as  in  the  first  operation,  and  the  bowels  locked  with  opium  sup- 
positories and  pills  for  eight  days.  Fig.  3  represents  the  parts 
approximated,  and  the  superficial  and  deep  sutures  fastened. 
The  line  o  b  shows  the  raphe  of  the  new  perineum.  Formations 
of  pus  must  be  carefully  looked  after,  and  the  stitches  removed 
on  the  ninth  or  tenth  day.  Sometimes  it  is  good  practice  to 
make  two  operations,  closing  one  part  at  a  time.  These  opera- 
tions are  not  always  successful  the  first  time,  and  may  have  to  be 
repeated. 

The  integrity  of  the  rectum  and  sphincter  is  not  fully  restored, 
but  usually  little  annoyance  is  experienced.  Failure  in  either 
operation  should  not  discourage  it,  but  is  suggestive  of  careless 
surgery  or  indifference  to  directions.  In  order  that  the  best  re- 
sults may  follow  the  operation,  it  is  imperative  that  directions  be 
closely  observed. 


ABT.  YII. — ^Vtarine  Examinations.— By  S.  S.  Staufbr,  M.  D. 

[continued  from  page  13,  JANUARY  JOURNAL.] 

There  has  been  more  said  on  this  important  subject  in  the  pre- 
ceding numbers,  and  by  the  editor  in  his  article  in  1883,  than  I 
have  found,  in  the  meantime,  in  any  other  journal.  This  woman 
and  her  sorrowful  undermined  family  appear  to  have  had  a  rea- 
sonable consideration  in  this  journal. 

There  are  still  a  few  points  not  made  fully  clear.  Dr.  Rowe 
gives  the  length  of  the  normal  virgin  uterus  at  about  three 
inches.  Although  very  probably  taken  from  actual  anatomical 
measure,  this,  however,  appears  to  differ  from  the  general  aver- 
age. Meigs  found  the  virgin  length  at  twenty-six  to  twenty- 
eight  lines,  and  after  several  pregnancies,  two  and  a  hali  ta 
three  inches.  It  may  well  be  accepted  that  even  when  all  things 
pass  off  naturally  a  slight  increase  is  added  at  every  confinement. 

This  increase  is  not  only  in  length,  but  also  in  corresponding 
thickness.  This  leads  to  another  of  the  important  considerations 
in  examining  and  supporting  a  uterus.  Text-books  have  much 
to  say  on  subinvolution,  but  little  on  physiological  increase. 

Since  Dn  Rowe  explains  how  the  prolapsed  ovary  ci^n  be  felt, 
it  is  not  plain  how  the  impacted  and  tissue-suiTOunded  ovary  can 
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prolapse,  unless  the  uterus  and  its  appendices  precede  in  prolapse, 
and  drag  it  down. 

Dr.  Rowe,  and  this  journal,  have  undoubtedly  the  honor  to  have 
given  to  the  medical  profession  the  full  importance  of  proper  light 
in  uterine  examination.  Singular  does  it  appear  that  authorities 
and  specialists  so  freely  examine  by  artificial  light,  and  yet  at- 
tribute the  principal  cause  of  uterine  trouble  to  inflammation  of 
the  cervix.  The  quicksilvered  glass  speculum  does  similarly 
change  the  color  of  the  cervix  and  vaginal  walls,  so  that  if 
inflammation  does  or  does  not  exist  cannot  be  determined  with 
any  certainty.  The  country  physician,  to  avoid  breaking  his 
route,  may  make  one  or  two  applications  by  reflector  to  an  ad- 
vantage to  himself  and  patient,  when  the  condition  had  been  as- 
certained by  daylight,  but  artificial  light  altogether  is  almost  cer- 
tain to  deceive  in  thq  course  of  treatment. 

The  rest  for  the  patient  when  to  be  examined  has  of  late  been 
considerably  discussed.  In  ordinary  practice  there  is  but  one 
way ;  and  that  is  to  fix  the  patient  on  the  most  appropriate  rest 
attainable  under  the  circumstances. 

Practitioners  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  instruments  should 
be  selected  to  meet  these  emergencies,  and  that  the  difliculties  in 
general  practice  cannot  be  made  to  meet  the  instruments. 

The  table  has  the  proper  height,  and,  if  properly  bolstered  up, 
presents  the  most  appropriate  position.  But  a  family  table,  and 
a  clinical  or  gynecological  table,  are  two  things.  The  latter  is 
made  strong  and  firm,  with  the  necessary  attachments ;  the  for- 
mer suflices  to  sit  around  and  take  meals  in  a  quiet  way. 

These  examinations  soon  interest  children,  servants  and  neigh- 
bors, although  quietly  and  silently  performed  in  sleeping-rooms. 
The  lugging  tables  around,  or  even  leaves  of  tables,  or  bringing 
them  by  express  for  express  purpose  from  the  physician's  office, 
would  hardly  accord  with  the  usual  respectability. 

Dr.  Rowe,  p.  544,  tells  us  that  a  bed  should  never  be  used, 
and  suggests  rather  the  floor.  The  lounge,  he  says,  is  an  abom- 
inable thing.  He  approves  of  the  gynecological  chair,  if  ''made 
expressly  for  the  purpose."  Every  word  of  that  paragraph  may 
be  accepted  as  substantially  correct.  Unless  it  be  the  floor  in 
preference  to  the  bed. 
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I  will,  in  conclusion,  simply  try  to  show  that  the  bed  is  the  only 
thing  that  can  be  respectably  used  in  a  family  practice,  although 
Dr.  Rowe  says  that  he  does  not  believe  that .  he  ever  has  made 
a  thoroughly  satisfactory  examination  on  a  bed.  Our  experience 
differs  materially.  Much,  however,  depends  on  the  instruments 
used.  It  is  the  bed-room  where  the  patient  has  her  private  wash- 
ing apparatus  and  fixings.  It  is  true  all  these  can  be  brought  on 
the  floor,  but  the  important  light  cannot  be  properly  obtained  on 
the  floor.  Then,  if  the  patient  lies  on  the  floor,  the  declining 
position  required  by  the  operator  is  not  only  awkward,  but  the 
representation  not  overly  appropriate. 

The  bed,  with  a  high  and  firm  mattress,  and  rollers  to  turn  to- 
wards the  light  is  scarcely  second  to  a  physiological  table.  The 
deficient  bed  is  usually  not  very  helivy,  and  can  be  shifted  to- 
wards the  light  by  lifting.  However,  the  principal  objection  is 
the  sinking  beneath  the  bed-rail. 

'^Sinking  of  the  hips." — Rowe.  *'The  sinking  of  the  body  in 
the  soft  bed." — By  ford.  In  any  other  science,  outside  of  the 
medical,  such  trifles  would  be  no  obstacle. 

T'Aomas,  ed.  iv.,  p.  59,  shows  some  inclination  to  overcome 
this  diflliculty  by  saying:  ''  Should  it  be  necessary  to  employ  a 
bed,  the  leaf  of  a  dining-table,  or  a  wide  board,  should  be  slip- 
ped across  the  mattress  under  the  upper  sheet  and  covering,  and 
a  hard  surface  will  thus  be  presented  for  the  patient  to  lie  upon,  * 
which  will  obviate,  in  a  great  degree,  the  objections  to  the  bed 
otherwise  arranged." 

The  leaves  of  extension  tables  are  not  always  as  readily  found 
in  geheral  practice  as  among  the  mansions  of  the  Astors  and 
the  Vanderbilts,  in  New  York  brown  stone  avenues. 

The  make-shifts,  as  far  as  the  sinking  in  the  bed,  appear  to  be 
very  simple,  since  pieces  of  carpets,  mats  and  bed-clothes  are  to 
be  found  in  the  poorest  of  families." 

The  next  point  in  consideration  is,  what  are  these  examinations 
for,  and  their  general  results  ? 

[to  be  continubd.] 


A  safe  conclusion :  nobody  knows  anything  about  the  cause 
of  cholera.     JCocJk  don't  know. — [Editor. 
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ABT.  VIII.— On  the  JBtioIogy,  Diagnoiis  and  Treatmeat  of 
Acne,  Roiaeea  and  Byeotis. — By  Prof.  £.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

I.  Acne. — According  to  some  of  the  older  writers  the  term 
acne  is  derived  from  the  Greek  akmee^  which  word  signifies 
vigor ;  and  was  so  applied  because  the  disease  appeared  about 
puberty  or  the  period  of  greatest  activity.  Acne  is  a  disease 
consisting  in  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  sebaceous  follicles, 
of  the  skin.  It  is  characterised  by  small,  isolated  and  acumi- 
nated pustules,  generally  confined  to  the  face  and  shoulders,  and 
appearing  about  the  age  of  puberty.  ' 

The  pustules  of  acne  are  succeeded  by  livid  or  violet-colored 
spots,  or  pimples,  and  they  almost  always  contain  a  small  amount 
of  sebaceous  matter  intermingled  with  pus,  as  the  inflammatory 
product,  which  sebaceous  matter  when  pressed  out  is  moulded 
in  rods,  the  size  of  the  tube  through  which  it  passes,  and  is  vul- 
garly styled  worms.  The  pustules  may  present,  without  local 
heat,  pain  or  itching,  and  hence  there  may  be,  within  the  pus- 
tule, but  little  more  than  the  sebaceous  matter.  They  always 
♦  appear  in  succession,  one  after  the  other,  scattered  over  the  face» 
shoulders  and  breast,  and  are  seldom  found  to  any  considerable 
degree  below  the  fifth  or  sixth  ribs.  In  some  persons  they  in- 
vade certain  regions  at  a  time,  as  the  chin,  the  angles  of  the  jaw, 
the  forehead,  or  they  may  be  found  only  on  the  shoulders. 

Each  pustule  pursues  a  course  independent  of  the  rest  around 
it,  and  thus  they  continue  their  production  and  reproduction  dur- 
ing the  period  of  adolescence. 

The  causes  of  acne  are  not,  in  all  respects,  definitely  known. 
Evidently  there  are  some  predispositions  to  the  disease,  and 
these  may  be  found  in  the  quality  of  the  skin,  its  aptitude  in 
some  individuals  to  secrete  larger  quantities  of  sebaceous  matter^ 
or  its  liability  to  the  development  of  glandular  inflammations ; 
the  peculiar  oilyness  of  some  people's  skins  which,  in  the  excre- 
mentitious  effort  may  clog  the  pores. 

Acne  is  often  of  hereditary  origin,  and  may,  in  many  cases,  be 
traced  through  several  successive  generations. 

The  exciting  causes  are  in  many  cases  obscure.  Just  why  the 
disease  should  appear  at  puberty,  at  the  time  when  the  individual 
desires  to  appear  at  the  best  advantage,  we  may  be  left  only  to> 
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conjecture.  In  this  period  there  is  rapid  change  in  all  the  nutri* 
tive  forces,  and  as  a  result  of  this  change  there  is  greater  elimi- 
nation. The  products  of  incomplete  metamorphosis  gather  into 
the  sebaceous  glands  and  act  as  foreign  bodies,  causing  inflam- 
mation and  miniature  abscess. 

It  has  been  maintained  that  sexual  excesses  and  addiction 
to  onanism  were  causes  of  acne ;  and,  upon  the  other  hand, 
chastity  is  said  to  be  equally  as  productive  of  the  disease.  That 
excessive  masturbation  and  venery  may  be  exciting  causes  in  the 
young,  is  quite  probable ;  but  that  over-continence  should  have 
such  an  etteCt  is  very  doubtful.  Indeed,  so  dubious  are  either  of 
these,  as  causes,  that  acne  affords  no  ground  for  an  eye  of  sus- 
picion. 

Females  seem  even  more  subject  to  acne  than  males^  and  are 
generally  attacked  about  the  critical  period. 

Uterine  and  ovarian  disorders  are  thought  to  be  frequent  ex- 
citants, and  many  women  are  annoyed  at  the  appearance  of  acne 
at  the  time  of  their  menstrual  period.  Cases  arising  from  dis- 
orders of  the  female  sexual  organs  are  among  the  most  obstinate 
with  which  we  have  to  do. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  failure  upon  the  part  of  the  kidneys  to 
eliminate  the  urates  and  other  solids,  is  the  most  common  cause 
of  acne.  Want  of  proper  cleanliness  and  the  habitual  use  of 
cosmetics  in  connection  with  an  attitude  that  favors  a  flow  of 
blood  to  the  head,  or  that  prevents  a  return  from  thence,  may 
produce  the  disease. 

Indulgence  in  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  fats  and  stimulating, 
drinks  are  common  causes.  Those  affected  with  acne  seem  in 
other  respects,  in  most  instances,  to  enjoy  good  health ;  hence  it 
may  be  said  that  the  pustules  are  kind  of  eliminators,  and  this 
remark  would  appear  more  forcible,  when  we  see  that  in  cases 
of  recession  the  person  is  often  affected  with  rheumatoid  pains, 
headaches,  etc. 

While  I  do  not  look  upon  acne  as  a  necessary  concomitant  to 
the  physiological  state,  I  do  not  regard  the  presence  of  the  pustules 
as  absolute  pointers  to  other  pathological  lesions. 

Acne,  as  a  genus,  is  divided  into  several  varieties,  as  the  fol- 
lowing synopsis  will  show : 
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Acne  Simplex, 
Acne  Punctata, 
Acne  Indurata, 
Acne  Papulasa, 
Acne  Pustulosa, 
Acne  Artificialis. 

To  these  have  been  added  also,  by  some  writers,  Rosacea  and 
Sycosis,  but  we  prefer  to  treat  of  these  separately.  It  should  also 
be  understood  that  our  table  does  not  indicate  species  so  much  as 
it  does  stages  of  the  same  disease. 

Acne  Simplex  is  the  simplest  and  most  trifling  form  of  the  dis- 
ease. There  is  a  mere  obstruction  of  the  sebaceous  glands  and 
ducts  in  consequence  of  their  contents  becoming  too  hard  to  pass 
readily  to  the  surface. 

Inflammation  of  the  follicles  takes  place  and  a  pimple  is  the 
result,  which  finally  is  filled  with  sebaceous  matter  and  a  small 
amount  of  pus.  As  the  matter  is  discharged  a  little  redness  re- 
mains for  a  day  or  two,  and  the  parts  return  to  their  healthy 
-state. 

AcHC  Punctata^  sometimes  called  maggot  pimple.  This  form, 
at  the  beginning,  does  not  dlHer  materially  from  the  former,  but 
derives  its  name  from  the  final  results. 

By  compressing  the  pustules  between  the  thumb  and  finger, 
when  the  pustule  is  fully  developed,  the  pus  is  squeezed  out, 
^vhile  the  sebaceous  matter  remains,  and,  sticking  into  the  mouth 
of  the  duct,  dirt  adheres  and  thus  leaves  a  black  spot.  These 
spots  are  called  comedones. 

Now,  then,  by  a  repeated  pressure,  the  sebaceous  matter  is 
made  to  leave  the  duct,  and  pushing  through,  forms  a  vermiform 
appearance,  and  many  of  the  common  people  take  these  pro- 
ducts to  be  worms. 

Acne  Indurata, — This  form  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  pustules. 
Its  lesions  are  the  size  of  a  split-pea,  dark  red  or  violet-colored, 
and  may  be  felt  as  tubercles  or  nodules  beneath  the  skin,  for  two 
or  three  days  before  their  development.  They  have  more  pain 
than  the  former,  and  the  inflammation  is  deeper  seated.  Finally, 
they  either  terminate  in  resolution  or  in  a  collection  of  a  drop  of 
pus,  which,  when  evacuated,  causes  the  induration  to  subside. 
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Acne  Papulosa. — This  form  consists  in  acuminated  elevations 
of  the  skin  about  the  mouths  of  the  sebaceous  ducts  and  hair 
follicles,  the  size  of  a  pin's  head,  of  whitish  or  reddish  color. 

Acne  Pustulosa  consists  of  pustules  from  a  pin's  head  in  size 
to  that  of  a  split-pea,  surrounded  by  a  zone  of  inflammation, 
with  some  degree  of  induration.  The  apex  of  the  papule  is  sur- 
mounted with  a  yellowish  pustular  head.  The  punctata,  papu- 
losa and  pustulosa  comprise  the  acne  vulgaris  of  some  authors, 
^nd  the  acne  atrophica  and  acne  hypertrophica  are  no  more  thaif 
stages  of  the  other  forms. 

Acne  Aritficialis  is  a  form  of  the  disease  produced  by  the 
tise  of  drugs,  either  locally  applied  or  from  their  effects  within. 
The  use  of  the  bromides  is  capable  of  producing  in  some  per- 
-sons  discrete  inflamed  papules,  which  sometimes  suppurate. 
The  eruption  is  sometimes  preceded  by  febrile  symptoms. 
Though  most  frequently  found  in  the  face  and  neck,  it  is  a  more 
-general  eruption  than  any  of  the  former,  and  may  cover  the 
•entire  body.  The  axillae  and  pubes  are  regions  frequently  at- 
tacked with  the  bromide  acne. 

The  use  of  iodine,  especially  the  iodide  of  potassium,  will 
produce  acne.  Its  lesions  are  more  equal  in  size,  with  large  red 
•bases.     The  eruption  is  usually  accompanied  with  iodism. 

Tar  is  said  to  produce  acne.  People  who  work  with  tar,  or 
-who  have  tar  applied  therapeutically,  will  have  this  eruption.  So 
also  with  the  use  of  balsam  copaiba  an  eruption  will  appear, 
which  may  sometimes  mislead  the  diagnostician  into  the  belief 
that  he  has  on  hand  a  case  of  syphilis,  instead  of  gonorrhoea. 
The  diagnosis  of  the  different  forms  of  acne  is,  as  a  general 
thing,  easily  made. 

Beginning  at  the  age  of  puberty ;  confined  to  the  shoulders, 
neck  and  face ;  consisting  of  papules,  pustules  and  comedones ; 
little  tendency  to  grouping ;  does  not  invade  the  scalp ;  no  uni- 
formity in  size  of  pustules ;  color  bright  red,  and  surrounded  by 
a  hyperasmic  areola,  are  evidences  to  distinguish  the  disease 
from  other  eruptive  diseases;  and  in  the  acne  artificialis  the 
shistory  of  the  use  of  the  ditferent  drugs,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  color,  form  and  fever,  will,  as  a  general  thing,  be  suf- 
cient  to  make  the  proper  diagnosis. 
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Treatment. — It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  treat  acne  successfully^ 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  cause ;  when  that  is  known,  its  re- 
moval IS  of  paramount  importance.  The  means  employed  must 
be  both  constitutional  and  local,  and  every  effort  should  be 
to  correct  every  derangement  and  maintain  the  proper  equili- 
brium of  the  body. 

Anaemia  calls  for  tonics — iron  and  quinine.  Strumous  condi- 
tions call  for  iodine  preparations,  vegetable  alteratives,  lime  and 
the  vegetable  tonics. 

Plethoric  patients  will  be  benefited  by  depletives,  such  as  the 
saline  cathartics  and  iodide  potassium.  Sluggishness  in  the  pro- 
cesses of  repair  and  waste  will  be  met  by  the  dilute  mineral  acidst 
mix  vomica  and  the  acetate  of  potassium. 

If  the  acne  depends  upon  uterine  disease,  as  dysmenorrhoea 
and  amenorrhoea,  our  remedies  must  be  addressed  to  these  con- 
ditions. We  often  see  in  our  patients,' both  male  and  female^ 
that  after  marriage  the  eruption  disappears. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  treatment  of  acne  will  be  modi- 
fied by  our  knowledge  of  the  cause.  Simple  regimen  is  neces- 
sary in  cases  where  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs  is  seen.  As 
local  means,  simple  vapor,  or  frequent  bathing  of  the  parts  with 
warm  water,  and  gentle  friction,  with  a  mild  soap,  constitute  a 
good  local  treatment.  Thorough  cleanliness  of  the  skin  is 
highly  essential.  A  daily  sun-bath  and  exercise  in  the  open  air 
will  often  cure.  Applications  of  glycerine,  after  a  warm  bathing 
of  the  parts,  will  keep  the  skin  from  becoming  hard  and  dry,  and 
will  promote  the  excretion  of  the  sebaceous  ducts.  Comedones 
may  have  their  central  core  pressed  out.  They  will  prove  more 
yielding  after  steaming  the  face  a  few  minutes  with  camomile  tea.. 
The  parts  may  be  sponged  with  the  following  lotion :  B.  Hy- 
drarg.  bichloride,  grs.  v ;  bay  rum,  S  viij.  M.  To  be  applied  by  a 
soft  sponge.  In  acne  indurata :  Iodide  sulphur,  grs.  xv.  to  xx ; 
adipis,  Sj.  M.,  ft.  ung.  Apply  at  night.  A  solution  of  mu- 
riate of  ammonia  may  be  employed  with  good  effect. 

Sapo  viridis  and  alcohol  equal  parts,  mixed,  and  applied 
once  a  day,  then  washed  off  with  warm  water.  This  applica- 
tion can  be  made  at  bed-time  and  left  on  till  morning.  This 
treatment  followed  up  for  a  few  days  may  produce  some  irrita- 
tion, when  it  should  be  discontinued. 
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I  cured  a  case  recently  by  the  glycerole  of  cade,  which  is 
made  in  the  following  manner:  Take  starch,  3ij;  glycerine, 
S'uj'  Place  these  on  the  fire  and  heat  to  the  consistency  of  thin 
paste,  and  add  oil  of  cade,  51],  stirring  until  it  cools.  This  is 
applied  in  the  evening  and  washed  off  in  the  morning. 

An  outfit  of  acne  instruments  can  be  purchased,  consisting  of 
an  acne  knife,  a  comedo-compressor,  and  a  dermo-curette ;  but 
this  can  very  easily  be  dispensed  with. 

/Rosacea. — This  disease  is  so  closely  allied  to  acne  that  some 
writers  have  given  it  the  titles  of  acne  rosacea  and  roseola  acnosa, 
yet  it  differs  so  much  that  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  placing  it 
in  the  same  category,  but  shall  treat  it  in  connection  with  acne. 

Rosacea  also  passes  under  the  title  of  gutta  rosea,  copper-nose, 
bottle-nose,  grog-blossom  and  grog-rose.  It  is  an  eruption  of 
shining  redness  and  an  irregular  granular  appearance,  with  small, 
hard,  red,  circumscribed  elevations  or  indurations,  commonly 
appearing  first  at  the  end  of  the  nose  and  spreading  to  the 
cheeks  and  forehead.  There  are  several  forms,  the  simplest  of 
which  is  characterised  by  small,  red  papules  or  pustules,  closely 
resembling  acne ;  but  the  redness  is  not  confined  to  the  pustules, 
but  diffused  between  the  pustules  on  the  skin  that  is  otherwise 
unaffected.  Suppuration  sometimes  takes  place  in  the  papules, 
and  the  veins  that  lie  superficially  may  be  seen  in  a  state  of 
•dilatation.  Commonly,  however,  the  papules  of  rosacea  are 
iarger  than  acne  and  more  closely  crowded  together,  and  their 
npices.  appear  flatter  and  less  disposed  to  pustulate.  They  are 
inclined  to  assemble  into  clusters  about  the  cheeks  and  forehead, 
producing  shining  red  patches. 

In  other  cases  rosacea  does  not  extend  beyond  the  nose,  but 
'the  whole  tegumentary  tissue  of  the  nose  may  be  red,  and  hyper- 
trophied  to  twice  or  three  times  the  natural  size. 

This  disease  most  usually  attacks  men  between  thirty  and  forty 
^ears  of  age.  It  is  a  pretty  sure  sign  of  chronic  inflammation 
•of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  though 
jn  females  it  may  be  associated  with  derangement  of  the  uterine 
•function  or  organic  irritation  of  the  pelvic  viscera.  The  mode  of 
living  has  something  to  do  with  ,  the  disease.  The  use  of  a 
"highly  stimulating  regimen  and  the  custom  of  drinking  strong 
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wines  and  larg^e  quantities  of  malt  and  spirituous  liquors,  are  a 
fruitful  source  of  rosacea. 

Treatment, — When  the  disease  has  arisen  in  an  individual  stili 
young,  and  when  traced  to  irregularities  in  regimen,  we  may 
hope  to  succeed  in  the  cure.  When  it  is  found  affecting  a  per- 
son advanced  in  years,  when  it  has  continued  long,  and  every 
year  getting  worse,  and  when  it  can  be  traced  to  a  chronic  irri- 
tation of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  when  tliis  irritation  is 
superinduced  by  the  habit  of  drinking  spirituous  liquors,  the  pros- 
pect of  cure  is  very  little. 

I  have,  at  this  time,  a  case  in  hand  that  stimulates  heavily. 
His  rosacea  reddens  on  the  end  of  the  nose  and  on  the  cheeks- 
and  forehead.  He  has  been  removed  to  the  hospital  on  account 
of  other  disabilities  produced  by  spirituous  liquors,  and  since  re- 
maining in  the  hospital,  where  he  is  not  allowed  his  stimulating^ 
regimen,  I  notice  his  rosacea  has  disappeared. 

The  diet  of  those  suffering  under  rosacea  should  be  fish,  veg- 
etables and  ripe  fruits.  They  should  g^ard  against  fatigue  of 
body  or  mind,  and  they  should  shun  situations  where  there  is  a 
high  temperature.  Any  patient  that  will  not  forego  the  pleas- 
ures of  a  fast  life,  and  not  break  away  from  the  highly  stimulating 
foods  and  drinks,  should  never  expect  a  cure ;  and  no  physician 
ought  to  make  the  attempt  without  6rm  pledges  to  adhere  strictly 
to  all  orders  of  this  kind.  A  return  to  the  old  habits,  with 
abandonment  of  the  medicines,  causes  a  rapid  return  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

As  local  means  but  few  can  be  relied  upon. 

The  parts  may  be  bathed  with  lotions  of  rose,  lavender,  boric 
acid,  or  glycerine.  The  following  solution  has  been  used  with 
the  best  results :  B.  Hydrarg.  corrosive,  grs.  vj ;  glycerine,  Jj ; 
eau  de  Cologne,  5j. ;  aqua  rosse,  Szij.  M.  et  S.  Apply  to  the  parts, 
in  the  evening  and  morning.  It  is  right  to  prolong  the  treatment 
some  time  after  the  disappearance  of  the  eruption.  It  is  then 
that  cold  aspersions  act  with  peculiar  efficacy. 

3.  Sycosis, — Acne  sycosa,  mentagra,  barber's-itch.  Sycosis 
is  a  disease  of  the  hair  follicles,  characterised  by  the  successive 
evolution  of  small  pointed  pustules  clustered  together  over  the 
chin,  upper  lip  and   submaxillary   region ;    supposed   to  be,   in 
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some  instances,  contagious — to  consist  of  a  cryptogamic  plant 
existing  in  the  roots  of  the  hairs  of  the  beard,  and  by  trans- 
mission of  the  seeds  the  disease  is  rendered  contagious. 

The  evolution  of  the  pustules  is  usually  attended  with  heat  and 
tension.  The  pustules  are  small  but  closely  grouped  together, 
and  in  their  development  yield  a  pale  yellowish  exudate,  which 
crusts  and  finally  furf urates. 

The  skin  finally  becomes  \try  much  changed,  and  swells  at 
times  to  such  an  extent  as  to  appear  covered  with  moist  vegeta- 
tive tumors.  The  piliferous  bulbs  of  the  beard  often  participate 
in  the  infiammation,  and,  if  continued  long,  patches  of.  the  skin 
will  be  divested  of  the  beard. 

The  disease  attacks  the  youthful  and  adult  subject  of  the  san- 
guine or  bilious  temperament  who  have  strong,  thick  beards ;  it  is, 
however,  found  among  the  aged ;  and  occurs  more  frequently  in 
those  exposed  to  strong  heats,  such  as  cooks,  fouoders,  refiners, 
etc.  Spirituous  liquors  and  highly  seasoned  food  are  common 
causes,  and  some  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  being 
shaven  by  an  imperfect  razor  has  contributed  to  them  the  disease. 

Sycosis  occasionally  disappears  for  a  time,  and  then  re- 
appears. 

The  most  experienced  practitioner  frequently  finds  it  impossi- 
ble to  fix  the  limit  of  cure  in  this  disease,  and  just  at  a  time  when 
a  cure  seems  to  be  effected  by  the  treatment,  fresh  eruptions 
break  out  to  blight  his  expectations.  The  first  measure  is  to 
clip  the  beard.  The  razor  should  not  be  used  as  it  will  be  found 
to  irritate.  The  habits  of  life  should  be  inquired  into,  and 
spirituous  liquors  abandoned.  General  baths  and  local  emollients 
may  be  employed.  The  attention  to  the  parts  must  be  constant 
and  unremitting,  and  should  consist  of  warm  fomentations  fre- 
quently repeated  during  the  day,  with  poultices  applied  at  night. 
Every  little  tubercle  should  be  punctured,  and  every  hair  ex- 
tracted, which  may  be  got  out  without  much  pain. 

A  dressing  of  the  part  may  be  made  with  the  ointment  of 
chrysophanic  acid,  grs.  xx  to  adeps,  Sj ;  or  the  citrine  ointment 
smeared  on  at  night  will  prove  effectual. 
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±  Crime  PeouliM  to  a  Phytieian. — By  Henry  A.  Rilev,  Esq., 
New  York. 

One  of  the  most  disgraceful  crimes  which  a  physician,  in  his 
professional  capacity,  can  commit,  is  the  taking  advantage  of 
the  confidence  of  a  female  patient  when  advice  is  sought  for 
troubles  peculiar  to  the  sex,  and  by  force  or  fraud  making  a  crim- 
inal assault  upon  her  for  the  purpose  of  sexual  connection.  An 
act  of  this  kind,  so  peculiarly  dishonorable  to  the  physician,  and 
so  unfortunate  in  its  possible  results  to  the  patient,  is  not  impos- 
sible when  one  considers  the  passions  of  men,  but  it  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation  that  charges  of  this  sort  are  so  comparatively 
rare.  The  general  standard  of  morality  and  professional  honor 
is  so  high  that  the  law  books  contain  few  cases  on  the  subject. 
There  are  some,  however,  and  it  may  be  well  to  call  attention  to 
several  of  them.  It  maybe  said,  in  general,  that  the  crime  is 
universally  regarded  as  a  most  serious  one,  and  in  most  of  the 
States  is  declared  to  be  a  rape.  There  has  been  some  discussion 
in  a  few  of  the  cases  as  to  the  question  whether  the  submission 
of  the  female  to  the  act  did  not  lower  the  grade  of  the  crime, 
and  either  make  it  merely  an  assault,  or  else  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  was  consent  on  her  part,  and  thus  take  it  entirely 
out  of  the  category  of  crimes.  This  view  is  not  generally  taken, 
however,  and  at  the  present  time  perhaps  only  in  those  States 
where  the  statute  requires  the  element  of  force  to  constitute  the 
crime  of  rape.  An  instance  of  this  view  of  the  subject  will  be 
referred  to  later. 

One  of  the  first  cases  on  the  question  is  Reg^na's  case,  an  Eng- 
lish one,  occurring  in  1850,  and  reported  in  x  Denison's  Crown 
Cases,  580.  Here  the  patient  was  a  young  girl,  only  fourteen 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  placed  under  the  physician's  care  in 
consequence  of  illness  arising  from  suppressed  menstruation. 
The  treatment  adopted  did  not  seem  to  accomplish  the  result, 
and,  as  the  evidence  states,  he  told  her  that  he  must  try  some 
further  means,  he  then  took  hold  of  her  and  had  sexual  connec- 
tion,  no  resistance  being  made  by  her,  believing,  as  she  stated, 
that  she  was  submitting  to  medical  treatment  for  the  ailment  un- 
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tier  which  she  labored.  Upon  the  trial,  the  magistrate  said  that 
she  was  of  the  age  to  consent,  and  if  she  did,  the  defendant 
ought  to  be  acquitted,  but  if  she  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  act,  and  thought  it  was  part  of  the  proper  medical  treatment, 
it  amounted  to  an  assault. 

The  jury  found  the  physician  guilty,  and  he  was  sentenced  to 
eighteen  months'  imprisonment.  The  case  was  then  appealed, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  conviction  came  up  for  review  before  a 
higher  court,  where  it  was  affirmed.  The  Court  said:  '*The 
finding  of  the  jury  is  clear.  They  are  told  that  if  they  think  she 
<:onsented  to  the  carnal  connection  they  must  acquit,  that  the  girl 
was  competent  to  consent,  and  that  it  is  a  question  for  them 
whether  she  did  or  no.  The  girl  is  fourteen  years  of  age.  She 
might  at  that  age  be  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  act  morally  as 
well  as  physically,  and  of  its  possible  consequences.  It  is  said 
that  as  she  niade  no  resistance  she  must  be  viewed  as  a  consent- 
ing party.  That  is  a  fallacy.  .  .  .  The  prisoner  disarmed 
her  by  fraud.  She  acquiesced  under  a  misrepresentation  that 
what  he  was  doing  was  with  a  view  to  cure  and  that  only,  whereas 
it  was  solely  to  gratify  the  passion  of  the  prisoner.  How  does 
this  differ  from  a  case  of  total  deception }  She  consented  to  one 
thing,  he  did  another  materially  different." 

In  this  case  the  prisoner's  counsel  suggested  that  perhaps  the  act 
of  sexual  connection  was  in  reality  part  of  the  medical  treatment 
of  the  case,  and  that  it  should  have  been  left  to  the  jury  to  decide 
this  point.  The  Court  with  some  emphasis  said  in  regard  to  this 
defence  that  it  certainly  was  not  left  to  the  jury  and  need  not 
have  been.  ^^The  notion  that  a  medical  man  might  lawfully 
adopt  such  a  mode  of  treatment  is  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  court  . 
of  justice." 

In  the  case  of  Regina  vs.  Stanton,  i  C.  and  K.,  415,  another 
English  case,  there  was  an  indictment  for  an  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  a  rape,  the  physician  having  obtained  access  to  the 
person  of  the  woman  under  pretence  of  administering  an  injec- 
tion, and  commenced  to  have  carnal  connection  with  her,  when 
she  discovering  it  got  up  and  ran  outiof  the  room.  Upon  this 
«tate  of  facts  a  conviction  was  had  for  the  assault. 

In    Queen  vs.   Flattery,   2  Q.  B.  D.,  410,   decided  in  1877, 
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the  charge  was  that  of  rape,  and  the  defendant  was  convicted 
under  the  following  circumstances:  The  prosecutrix,  a  girl  of 
nineteen,  was  ''subject  to  fits,"  and  she  and  her  mother  consulted 
the  defendant  in  regard  to  her  case.  He  made  an  examination 
of  her  person  and  advised  that  a  surgical  operation  be  performed, 
and  under  the  pretence  of  performing  it  had  carnal  connection 
with  her.  The  Court  said  in  this  ca^e.  ''It  is  plain  that  the  girl 
only  submitted  to  the  defendant's  touching  her  person  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fraud  and  false  pretences  of  the  prisoner,  and  the 
only  thing  she  consented  to  was,  the  performance  of  the  surgical 
operation.  Up  to  the  time  when  she  and  the  prisoner  went  into 
the  room  alone,  it  is  clearly  found  that  the  only  thing  contemp- 
lated, either  by  the  girl  or  her  mother,  was  the  operation  which 
had  been  advised ;  sexual  connection  was  never  thought  of  by 
either  of  them.  And  after  she  was  in  the  room  alone  with  the 
prisoner,  what  the  case  expressly  states  is  that  the  girl  made  but 
feeble  resistance,  believing  that  she  was  being  treated  medically, 
and  thftt  what  was  taking  place  was  a  surgical  operation  and 
nothing  else.  It  is  said,  however,  that  having  regard  to  the  age 
of  the  prosecutrix,  she  must  have  known  the  nature  of  sexual 
connection.  I  know  of  no  ground  for  such  a  proposition.  And 
even  if  she  had  such  knowledge  she  might  suppose  that  penetra- 
tion was  being  effected  with  the  hand  or  with  an  instrument. 

The  case  of  Santiago  Don  Moran  vs.  The  People,  25  Mich., 
356,  tried  in  1872,  is  an  apparent  exception  to  the  general  rule 
that  submission  under  the  idea  that  the  act  is  a  part  of  the  medi- 
cal treatment  constitutes  a  rape,  but  here  the  decision  is  based 
upon  the  words  of  the  statute,  which  expressly  say  that  force  is 
necessary  to  create  the  crime  of  rape,  and  the  Court  would  not 
stretch  the  words  of  the  statute  so  as  to  cover  the  case. 

The  facts  of  this  case  were  quite  peculiar.  The  defendant  was 
a  physician  practising  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  a  girl,  sixteen 
years  of  age,  was  brought  to  him  to  be  treated  for  consumption. 
He  made  an  examination  and  then  informed  her  that  the  "whites'* 
had  collected  in  her  stomach,  that  she  was  ulcerated,  that  her 
uterus  was  inverted,  that  to  save  her  life  it  would  be  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  "parts"  so  that  the  "whites"  might  pass  off;  to  break 
the  ulcers  and  to  turn  the  uterus ;  that  he  could  do  this  with  in- 
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stniments,  but  the  operation  would  probably  kill  her ;  that  the 
only  way  w^ould  be  for  him  to  have  carnal  connection  with  her. 
When  she  objected,  he  told  her  that  it  was  what  he  did  to  all 
women  who  came  to  be  treated  by  him.  He  said  he  had  told  her 
father  that  it  would  be  necessary,  and  he  had  authorized  the  de- 
fendant to  have  connection  with  his  daughter.  Upon  such  rep- 
resentations as  these  she  allowed  him  to  have  intercourse  with 
her. 

When  these  facts  became  known  the  physician  was  indicted 
for  rape,  and  convicted,  but  upon  an  appeal  this  verdict  was  re- 
versed, and  a  new  trial  granted,  on  the  ground  that  no  force  was 
used.  The  Court  said:  '^Upon  extract  principles  of  right  and 
wrong  a  sexual  connection  obtained  by  falsely  and  fraudulently 
personating  the  husband  of  a  woman  or  by  a  physician  fraudu- 
lently enticing  a  female  patient  to  believe  such  connection  essen- 
tial to  a  course  of  medical  treatment  must  be  considered  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  as  criminal  and  prejudicial  to  society  as  when  ob- 
tained by  force  or  any  apprehension  of  violence,  and  it  might, 
and  in  my  opinion  would  be,  judicious  for  the  Legislature  to 
make  some  provision  for  punishment  in  cases  of  this  kind,  but  it 
is  not  for  the  judiciary  to  legislate  by  straining  the  existing  crim- 
inal law  to  bring  such  cases  within  it." 

The  lastest  case  on  the  general  subject  is  one  just  tried  in  In- 
diana, and  found  in  the  last  volume  of  Reports  (Pomeroy  vs. 
State,  94  Ind.,  96).  Here  it  appeared  that  the  patient  was  suffer- 
ing from  a  disease  of  the  womb,  and  the  physician,  while  ex- 
amining her  person,  had  sexual  connection  with  her.  He  was 
tried  for  the  offence  and  found  guilty  of  rape.  The  Court  said : 
^^The  evidence  tends  to  show  that  the  appellant,  as  a  physician, 
informed  Rebecca  and  her  mother  that  the  former  was  suffering 
from  a  terrible  womb  disease  and  was  loosing  her  mind.  If  the 
jury  believed,  as  they  might  well  have  done  from  the  evidence, 
that  the  appellant,  as  physician,  obtained  possession  and  control 
of  Rebecca's  person  under  her  mother's  command,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  further  examination  of  her  alleged  disease  of  the 
womb,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  sexual  intercourse,  and  that 
she  never  in  fact  gave  her  consent,  through  fraud  or  otherwise, 
to  the  sexual  connection,  then  it  seems  to  us  that  the  appellant  was 
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lawfully  convicted  of  the  crime  of  rape.**     The  sentence  was 
therefore  affirmed. 

These  cases  will  go  strongly  to  show  the  comparative  infre- 
quency  of  the  crime,  and  also  that  the  courts  in  general  regard  it 
as  belonging  to  the  highest  grade  of  crimes  of  that  nature,  and 
punish  it  severely  whenever  the  guilt  of  the  physician  is  fairly 
made  out. — T!ke  Medical  Record. 


♦- 


The  Treatment  of  Purnlent  Inflammation  of  the  Middle  Ear. — 
By  A.  R.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

I  remember  hearing  Dr.  C.  R.  Agnew  say  in  one  of  his  lect- 
ures some  years  since,  that  there  was  not  one  general  practitioner 
in  the  United  States  in  twenty  who  knew  the  normal  ear  drum 
when  he  saw  it.  I  thought  at  the  time  it  was  a  broad  assertion, 
but  my  subsequent  experience  has  led  me  to  think  he  was  not 
far  from  the  truth.  There  is  no  reason  why  every  general  prac- 
titioner should  not  be  able  to  use  reflected  light  and  the  aural 
specula  and  discontinue  the  empirical  treatment  of  the  ear  aches 
by  putting  all  sorts  of  mixtures  into  the  external  auditory  canal 
and  waiting  for  '^something  to  break." 

Most  cases  of  ear  ache  can  be  relieved  by  syringing  with  hot 
water  and  the  use  of  dry  heat  externally,  and  the  occasional  ap- 
plication of  a  leech  to  the  mastoid  process.  If  this  does  not  re- 
lieve the  inflammation  at  once,  and  it  goes  on  to  suppuration, 
the  general  practitioner  ought  to  be  able  to  perforate  the  drum 
and  let  the  pus  escape.  With  reflected  light  it  is  no  more  diflicult 
than  to  open  an  abscess. 

The  danger  of  the  extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  brain 
and  its  meninges  is  an  additional  stimulus  to  urge  us  to  act 
promptly.  Dr.  Buck  says  that  *\a  localized  meningitis  may  be 
assumed  to  exist  in  every  severe  case  of  acute  purulent  inflammation 
oj  the  middle  ear.'*  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  in  what 
percentage  of  deaths  from  meningitis  this  is  the  origin. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  add  to  what  Dr.  Turnbull  has  so  often 
and  so  well  said  about  the  use  of  boracic  acid  in  impalpable 
powder  in  the  treatment  of  purulent  inflammation  of  the  middle 
ear.  But  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  its  use  has  not 
yet  become  general,  and  I  think  I  am  justifled  in  calling  the  at- 
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tetition  of  the  profession  to  it  once  more.  Many  physicians  who 
have  used  the  remedy,  have  used  a  very  coarse  powder ;  or  used 
it  in  very  small  quantities ;  or  neglected  to  remove  the  secretions 
thoroughly,  and  did  not  have  the  ear  perfectly  dry :  or  used  the 
syringe  too  frequently,  and  did  not  let  the  powder  remain  in  the 
ear  lono^  enough,  or  neglected  some  of  the  essentials  of  success, 
and  consequently  its  use  has  been  followed  by  disappointment. 

I  use  the  powder  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Turnbull  in  an  arti- 
cle read  before  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  of  1882, 
on  this  subject.  The  boracic  acid  should  be  pulverized  so  finely 
that  when  rubbed  in  the  hand  no  crystals  can  be  seen. 

The  ear  is  to  be  dried  carefully  with  absorbent  cotton,  through 
the  speculum,  and  with  reflected  light.  The  syringe  is  to  be 
used  only  in  exceptional  cases,  when  it  is  impossible  to  remove 
the  hardened  secretions  in  any  other  manner.  After  removing 
all  the  secretions  from  the  external  ear,  and  if  the  perforation  is 
large  enough,  from  the  middle  ear,  with  absorbent  cotton,  it  is 
necessary  to  inject  air  forcibly  through  the  Eustachian  tube,  and 
force  the  contents  of  the  middle  ear  into  the  external  canal, 
where  they  can  be  removed.  Much,  and,  in  fact,  the  most 
essential  part  of  success,  depends  on  cleaning  every  portion  of 
the  auditory  apparatus  thoroughly,  and  in  having  it  perfectly  dry 
before  using  the  powder.  After  this  is  accomplished,  pack  the 
auditory  canal  full  of  the  powder,  using  gentle  pressure,  so  as  to 
force  the  powder  through  the  perforation  into  the  middle  ear,  and 
place  a  little  plug  of  cotton  to  retain  the  powder  in  situ. 

Do  not  attempt  to  blow  the  powder  into  the  ear  with  one  of 
the  many  insufflators  in  the  market,  and  as  recommended  by  the 
books. 

Aa  long  as  the  powder  remains  perfectly  dry,  let  it  alone. 
When  it  becomes  saturated,  remove  it  carefully  as  before,  and 
pack  with  powder  again.  Continue  this  treatment  as  long  as  the 
powder  becomes  moist  from  secretions.  When  the  powder 
remains  dry  for  several  consecutive  days,  we  may  infer  that 
the  suppuration  has  ceased.  Yet  we  must  not  be  in  haste 
to  remove  the  powder,  and  if  we  use  the  syringe,  in  all  prob- 
ability we  will  start  the  suppuration  anew. 

Some  cases  will  be  cured  with  one  packing;  many  cases  will 
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not  require  more  than  three  or  four,  at  intervals  of  one  to  five 
days,  while  other  cases  will  require  careful  packing  and  attention 
for  many  days. 

In  simple  uncomplicated  cases,  the  above  treatment  is  all  that 
will  be  required.  Unfortunately,  they  constitute  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  cases  we  meet  in  practice.  The  general  condition 
will  usually  need  careful  attention,  many  cases  requiring  general 
tonics  and  other  specific  treatment.  Patients  must  avoid  taking 
cold. 

Some  persons  do  not  hear  as  well  after  the  suppuration  has 
ceased  as  they  did  when  at*its  height.  I  have  found  this  true  of 
a  smaller  percentage  of  cases  than  the  books  had  led  me  to  ex- 
pect. I  have  almost  always  been  able  to  restore  the  hearing  to 
its  former  acuteness,  if  not  better  than  before  the  suppuration 
was  abated,  by  the  persistent  use  of  Politzer's  air  douche.  I 
generally  find  two  or  three  times  a  week  as  often  as  it  is  advis- 
able to  use  the  air  douche  in  most  cases. — From  the  Cincinnati 
Lancet  and  Clinic^  Aug.  9,  1884. 


Muriate  of  Ooeaine  in  Oenoral  Snrgery. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Stickler,  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  wishing  to  know  the 
effect  of  cocaine  hydrochlorate  upon  the  skin  and  underlying 
tissues,  had  the  following  experiment  tried  upon  himself  by  Dr. 
T.  Y.  Simpson:  Dr.  S injected,  with  an  ordinary  hypoder- 
mic syringe,  four  and  one-half  minims  of  a  four  per  cent  solu- 
lution  of  the  alkaloid  under  the  skin  of  the  fore  arm.  After  the 
lapse  of  five  minutes,  the  point  of  a  knife  was  applied  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  skin,  immediately  over,  and  adjacent  to,  the 
point  of  puncture,  with  the  following  result:  partial  ansesthesia 
of  the  skin  along  the  line  of  the  injection^  most  marked  at  the 
point. where  the  fluid  was  deposited  in  the  tissues;  that  is,  at 
the  precise  point  where  the  cocaine  was  forced  from  the  point 
of  the  hypodermic  needle.  On  either  side  of  this  line,  the 
partial  anaesthesia  extended  about  one-eighth  inch.  As  the  an- 
sesthesia did  not  become  more  pronounced  after  waiting  another 
five  minutes,  a  second  injection  of  five  minims  was  made.  The 
needle  was  inserted  at  a  point  just  beside,  and  parallel  with,  the 
first,  but  forced  deeper  into  the  tissues  (one  inch).     At  the  end 
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of  five  minutes,  the  same  superficial  test  was  applied  as  in  the 
first  instance,  the  face  being  turned  aside,  so  as  not  to  see  the 
application  of  the  knife.  Sensation  seemed  aboat  normal,  ex- 
cept in  a  band  of  integument  nearly  one  inch  long  and  half  an 
inch  wide,  the  maximum  superficial  anaesthesia  existing  along 
the  line  of  the  opening  made  in  the  tissues  by  the  hypodermic 
needle.  The  hypersesthetic  line  bounding  the  anaesthetic  area 
preferred  to  by  Dr.  Hepburn  in  Medical  Record^  November  15, 
1884)  I  could  not  define  in  my  own  case,  and  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  increased  sensitiveness  at  any  point  within  the  limits  of 
that  portion  of  the  skin  slightly  congested  by  the  action  of  the 
drug.  After  thirteen  minutes  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
puncture,  the  doctor  transfixed,  with  a  surgeon's  needle,  the  an- 
esthetic skin,  without  producing  the  slightest  fain.  The  needle 
being  withdrawn,  an  incision  was  slowly  made  with  a  scalpel 
through  the  entire  thickness  of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue,  pro- 
ducing so  little  sensation  of  any  kind  that,  had  my  attention  been 
otherwise  engaged,  I  doubt  if  I  would  have  known  that  the  doc- 
tor was  cutting  me.  This  cut  was  made  along  the  line  of  the 
injection,  and  about  corresponded  in  extent  with  the  length  of 
the  hypodermic  needle.  The  wound  was  left  open  about  four 
minutes,  when  a  needle  was  slowly  introduced,  at  a  point  midway 
between  the  two  extremes  of  the  cut,  into  the  deeper  tissues. 
Absolutely  no  sensation  was  experienced  till  the  point  of  the 
needle  entered  the  sheath  of  one  of  the  extensor  muscles.  That 
the  muscle  was  penetrated  was  evident  from  the  motion  given 
the  needle  when  the  muscle  was  exercised.  The  pain  occasioned 
by  contact  of  the  needle  with  the  muscular  tissue  was  very  slight. 
About  five  minutes  later,  sutures  were  introduced  without  pain, 
but  produced  a  sense  of  pressure,  such  as  Dr.  Wright  said  he  felt 
when  a  needle  was  thrust  into  the  skin  of  his  forehead  {^Medical 
Record y  November  22,  1884).  The  anaesthesia  remained  well 
pronounced  half  an  hour.  Twenty  minutes  after  the  second  injec- 
tion, there  were  slight  muscular  tremors ;  other  than  these  there 
were  no  evidences  of  systemic  disturbance.  It  is  interesting  to 
observe  that  when  the  hypodermic  needle  is  made  to  transverse 
a  direct  course  through  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue,  the  hydro, 
chlorate  of  cocaine  does  not  diffuse  itself  equally  in  every  direc- 
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tion,  but  follows  quite  definitely  the  channel  made  for  it  by  the 
needle,  producing  anaesthesia  along  this  line,  but  to  a  very  lim- 
ited extent  on  either  side  of  it.  In  opening  an  abscess,  or  in 
making  any  straight  incision,  this  circumstance  would  find  a 
practical  application.  A  much  larger  area  of  skin  could  be 
rendered  anaesthetic  by  one  injection,  if  the  cellular  tissue  were 
made  more  permeable  liy  moving  the  point  of  the  injecting 
needle  from  side  to  side  after  its  introduction. — Med.  Record. 


Toodooism  in  the  South.. 

Editor  Louisville  Medical  News : — ^Under  the  above  caption 
I  will  endeavor  to  present  the  readers  of  the  News  with  some  of 
the  characteristic  features  of  a  disease,  or  rather  an  imaginary 
affection,  which  prevails  to  some  extent  in  all  the  Southern 
States.  The  disease,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  negro  race.  The  subjects  of  this  dis- 
ease are  said  to  be  conjured,  or,  as  it  is  expressed  by  some  of 
their  own  people,  they  have  been  '*  pisened,"  or  have  had  a 
spell  put  on  them.  The  main  features  of  the  disease  are  about 
the  same  in  all  cases,  although  there  are  many  ways  or  mean& 
for  bringing  it  about.  It  is  found  in  both  sexes  and  at  any  age 
after  puberty,  but  never  before  that  period.  As  I  said  before^ 
the  patient  is  said  to  be  laboring  under  a  spell  which  has  been 
wrought  upon  him,  in  some  occult  and  mysterious  way,  by  some 
second  person.  Exactly  how  this  is  done,  and  who  this  second 
party  is,  generally  remains  a  secret  or  is  altogether  unknown.  I 
will  give  you  the  description  of  a  typical  case  of  this  disease  as 
seen  by  me  three  years  ago.  In  the  four  years  that  I  have  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  I  have  seen  probably  a 
dozen  cases  of  this  trouble,  and  the  older  physicians  inform  me 
of  a  great  many  more. 

In  August,  1880,  I  was  called  to  see  Scinda  W.,  aged  twenty- 
five  years,  female,  unmarried.  Upon  a  close  examination,  I 
could  detect  no  real  functional  or  organic  disease  in  any  part  of 
the  body.  Patient  was  not  confined  to  her  bed  and  talked  sen- 
sibly but  not  very  freely.  I  told  her  I  found  no  trace  of  any  dis- 
ease about  her,  and  consequently  would  leave  no  medicine.  On 
leaving  the  house  an  old  colored  woman  followed  me   to   my 
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house  and  there  told  me  that  ^^  Scinda  had  been  conjured ;  had  a 
spell  put  on  her/'  etc.  Having  heard  of  and  seen  these  cases 
before,  and  believing  them  to  be  purely  mental,  I  determined  to 
go  back  to  the  house  and  if  possible  to  disarm  the  woman's 
fears,  and  persuade  her  that  all  would  be  right  in  time  if  she 
would  discard  the  idea  of  being  conjured.  I  did  so,  but  it  had 
no  effect.  She  was  certain  that  in  some  unknown  way  she  had 
been  put  under  the  influence  of  some  subtle  poison,  and  further, 
believed  that  it  would  kill  her.  With  this  idea  firmly  rooted  in 
her  mind  the  patient  went  on  for  about  two  months,  refusing  to 
be  comforted  in  any  way,  and  in  the  latter  stages  refusing  to 
either  eat  or  drink ;  and  died  with  no  other  symptoms  than  those 
of  exhaustion  and  inanition.  I  have  never  yet  held  a  post-mor- 
tem on  any  of  these  subjects,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  that  I 
could  not  get  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  This  race  of  people  are 
very  superstitious,  and  when  one  of  their  number  dies  of  this 
malady  they  believe  in  putting  him  under  the  ground  as  soon  as 
possible.  Some  of  these  patients  believe  that  the  cause  of  their 
trouble  is  due  to  some  reptile  or  serpent  that  has  been  very  mi- 
raculously introduced  into  the  system,  and  that  this  demon 
gradually  consumes  the  body  until  there  is  no  more  to  consume, 
and  death  ends  the  scene.  It  is  claimed  by  those  who  believe  in 
this  power  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  one  to  be  acted  on  to 
actually  take  this  fatal  poison  by  the  mouth,  but  all  that  is  needed 
is  that  the  individual  come  in  close  proximity  to  it  or  step  over 
it,  the  latter  of  which  is  considered  almost  certain  death.  Under 
the  doorstep  or  about  the  bed  is  said  to  ht  the  most  favorable 
place  for  putting  the  fearful  combination.  One  peculiarity  about 
the  poison  is  that  it  will  have  no  effect  on  any  save  that  one  for 
whom  it  was  intended.  Several  times  have  the  articles  that  made 
up  this  mystic  dose  been  brought  to  me.  I  found  them  to  con- 
sist of  hair,  feathers  of  various  kinds,  snake  heads,  scorpion 
heads,  spiders  and  other  things  that  would  be  out  of  place  to 
mention  here.  Small  blocks  of  wood  cut  in  the  shape  of  a  cof- 
fin have  also  been  found.  Feathers  and  hair  seem  to  be  a  sine 
qua  non  in  the  production  of  the  spell.  This  magical  power  is 
not  possessed  by  all,  but  only  by  a  limited  number.  We  also 
have  in  our  midst  the  Voodoo  doctor,  who  always  professes   to 
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be  able  to  remove  the  evil  spirit  from  those  who  are  afflicted  by 
this  deplorable  affection.  As  a  general  thing  the  Voodoo  doc- 
tor is  a  pretty  smart  and  intelligent  negro,  who  recognizes  the 
weakness  of  his  race  and  profits  thereby.  He  proposes  to  do  a 
great  many  wonderful  things.  He  will  not  commit  his  secret  to 
any  one.  He  endeavors  to  mystify  everything,  and  in  his  prac- 
tice he  claims  to  take  advantage  of  those  favorable  times  of  the 
moon  when  evil  spirits  can  be  most  easily  overcome.  Among 
some  of  the  visible  agents  that  they  use  to  accomplish  their  pur- 
pose are  to  be  found  such  drugs  as  '^Boss  Stone,"  '^Sinkin 
Steel,"  "  Love  Powders"  and  '^Loadstone."  Not  long  since 
one  of  these  Voodoo  doctors  became  so  bold  in  his  operation  in 
this  country  that  the  authorities  of  the  law  took  him  up. and  on  a 
(air  trial  he  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  a  term  of  years  in 
the  State  prison  for  thus  preying  upon  his  race  through  their 
superstitions. 

I  have  but  given  you  some  of  the  general  ideas  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  hoping  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  will  prove  inter- 
esting to  your  many  readers,  and  that  such  cases  in  the  future 
may  be  more  closely  studied  by  the  profession  of  the  South,  and, 
if  possible,  that  something  may  be  done  to  avert  this  horrible 
manner  of  death  among  these,  the  most  ignorant  and  most  su- 
perstitious of  all  mankind. 

Pinson,  Tenn.,  Nov.  34,  1884.        Ambrose  McCoy,  M.  D. 


Illinoifl  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  of  Illinois  has  submitted  to  the 
Governor  its  sixth  annual  report,  which  shows  that  the  available 
resources  of  the  Board,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30 
last,  amounted  to  $9,864,  and  the  expenditures,  on  all  accounts, 
$9,101.  The  work  of  the  Board  has  been  more  than  usually 
satisfactory. 

The  change  in  the  status  of  practitioners  since  the  Medical- 
Practice  Act  went  into  operation  is  best  shown  by  percentage. 
In  1877,  at  the  passage  of  the  Act,  the  number  of  non-graduates 
was  fifty-two  in  the  hundred.  On  December  i,  1884,  the  non- 
graduates  were  reduced  to  fifteen  in  one  hundred.  One  natu- 
rally inquires  what  class  of  graduates  have  made  up  this  large 
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percentage.  A  comparison  of  the  number  of  graduates  from 
institutions  which  have  furnished  the  greatest  number  of  practi- 
tioners to  the  State,  as  given  in  the  register  of  1879  and  that  of 
1884,  gives,  on  the  whole,  cause  for  congratulation.  The  follow- 
ing table  will  illustrate : 

GRADUATES   PRACTICING    IN   ILLINOIS. 

In  1884.  In  1879. 

Rush  Medical  College 822  719 

Chicago  Medical  College 289  268 

Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Illinois 274  221 

Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Ohio 240  348 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Iowa 228  210 

St.  Louis  Medical  College 196  213 

Missouri  Medical  College 190  185 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  Pennsylvania 179  169 

Bennett  Coll.  of  Eclectic  Med.  and  Surg.,  111.  178  141 

Medical  College  of  Ohio 176  158 

University  of  Michigan 137  107 

Believue  Hospital  Medical  College,  N.  Y 108  89 

American  Medical  College,  Missouri 89  77 

HomcBOpathic  Medical  College,  111 87  43 

Physio-Medical  Institute  of  Ohio 25  26 

Physio-Medical  College  of  Ohio 8  7 


Table  of  Mortality  from  Cholera  in  Bt.  Louis. 


TXAR.  Popnlation.       Total  Deaths.       Deaths  per  1,000. 

»849  63,471  4,317  68 

1850 77i86o  883  H.34 

185 1 83,715  845  10.10 

1852 _ 90,010  802  8.91 

1854 104,060  1,534  14.75 

1^66 204,327  3,527  17.26 

1867 212,360  684  3.22 

1873 267,620  392  1.47 

/Remarks. — ^The  figures  of  population  for  1849  and  1866  are 
from  enumerations  made  by  the  city  authorities ;  those  for  1850 
are  from  the  United  States  census.  For  other  years  the  popula- 
tion is  computed  on  the  assumption  that  the  annual  rate  of  in- 
crease is  constant  from  one  census  to  another. 
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MORTALITY  PROM  CHOLERA  I^  OTHER  CITIES. 

1849.  I  1854         I         1866.  |  1667. 


CITY. 


5  1^-       55       tirH       35      5-h"     35    I- 


Sm      gl      «T!      2|    aT!    gl   3^ 


a 


London Hi  137 

Glasgow  ..  3,772 

Paris 

New  York  5,071 

Brooklyn 

Boston 633 

Phila 1,022 

Buffalo 858 

Chicago 678 

Cincinnati  4, 1 14 
N.Orleans  3,501 


6.18 

10.60 

10,738    4.29 
3.886  11.90 

5.596 

68 
5.509 

I, 2 10 

5'7 

1.84 

0.16 

3.02 

'•37 
1-53 



11.30 

4.82 



0.27  0.03 

309 
21.74 

■  ••«•«•«■ 

•••••••• 

••«•*••        •••*.••• 

24.03 

39-0+ 
30-47 

»••«  >*»■ 



«•••••••        ••---.-• 

Stone  in  the  Bladder  and.'Kidneys. 

I  have  had  under  my  care  a  case  that  possesses  features  of  in* 
terest.  Five  or  six  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  R.,  age 
about  thirty-eight,  symptoms  denoting  stone  in  the  bladder, 
which  was  verified  by  exploration. 

Assisted  by  several  physicians,  we  s\icceeded  in  extracting  a 
large  calculus.  Her  health  remained  fairly  good  up  to  this 
spring,  when  she  again  commenced  suffering  severe  aching  pains 
in  her  kidneys  accompanied  by  considerable  general  irritation  of 
the  urinary  organs  and  ascites,  probably  resulting  therefrom ; 
vainly  seeking  relief  by  the  advice  of  friends  in  the  use  of  certain 
well-known  patent  medicines,  much  of  which  had  been  used  be- 
fore medical  attendance  was  sought.  A  careful  examination  of 
the  bladder  revealed  no  stone,  but  suspecting  one  in  the  kid- 
neys, I  prescribed  Lambert's  Lithiated  Hydrangea  in  one  or 
two  drachm  doses  four  times  daily,  and  before  eight  ounces  had 
been  taken,  more  than  twenty  small  calculi  were  passed,  having 
the  appearance  of  being  components  of  one  calculus  dissolved 
and  disintegrated.  So  far  as  the  pain  in  the  kidneys  was  con- 
cerned, her  relief  was  immediate,  and  the  dropsical  condition 
materially  improved.      This  relief  continues  permanent,  and  in^ 
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dicates  the  efficacy  of  Lithiated  Hydrangea  in  such  extreme 
cases,  as  well  as  in  all  morbid  urinary  conditions,  for  it  has  never 
yet  failed  in  my  hands. — J.  M.  Armstrong,  M.  D.,  Colony, 
Knox  County,  Mo.,  in  Peoria  Med.  Monthly. 


Fraotare  of  the  Penis. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Veazie,  of  New  Orleans,  reports  the  case  of  a  young 
man  who  fractured  his  penis  during  the  act  of  coition.  On  ex- 
amination, it  was  found  that  the  penis  had  been  broken  through 
and  through,  except  the  cutaneous  covering.  The  two  frag- 
ments could  be  moved  upon  each  other,  and  on  making  traction  a 
distinct  sulcus  could  be  felt  at  the  seat  of  the  break,  which  was 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  back  of  the  corona.  The  urethral  spon- 
gy body  and  the  corpora  cavernosa  all  evidently  broken  through. 
His  urine  was  drawn  off,  quinine  and  opium  given,  and  incisions 
made  through  the  skin  to  give  exit  to  the  extravasated  urin& 
The  next  day  he  had  high  fever  and  severe  rigors.  Sloughing 
occurred  in  patches,  none  larger  than  a  half-dollar  piece.  A 
disinfectant  lotion  of  liq.  sodse  chlorinat.  was  applied  to  the 
penis,  and  he  was  instructed  to  draw  his  urine  with  a  catheter 
when  necessary.  He  made  a  good  recovery,  all  openings  healed 
well,  but  the  distal  fragment  did  not  become  erect  until  six 
months  after  the  accident.  The  organ  finally  recovered  its  for- 
mer usefulness.  This  was  a  case  evidently  of  fracture  of  the 
healthypenis,  there  having  been  no  disease  of  that  organ  up  to 
♦he  time  of  the  accident. — N.  O.  Med.  £  Surg.  your. 


HomcBopathy  and  the  Treatment  of  Dysentery. 

Dr.  D.  A.  Baldwin,  of  Englewood,  N.  J.,  writes  us  concern- 
ing the  method  of  treating  dysentery  with  small  doses  of  corro- 
sive sublimate,  as  recommended  again  recently  by  Dr.  S.  B. 
Childs,  Medical  Record^  Aug.  23d.  He  says:  "  Hull's  Jahr, 
for  thirty  years  a  leading  manual  of  homoeopathic  practice,  gives, 
under  treatment  of  dysentery,  mercurius  bichlo.  for  painful 
bloody  stools,  and  colocynth  for  the*  griping  pains  and  tenesmus. 
The  editor  says :  *  A  successful  procedure  in  our  practice  is  the 
alternate  administration  of  colocynth  and  mercury  for  many 
forms  of  dysentery.     Colocynth  first,  trit.,   alternate  with   the 
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mercury,  when  the  griping  pains  and  tenesmus  are  intense/ 
Every  work  of  homoeopathic  practice  published  since  recom* 
mends  the  same."  Dr.  Baldwin  makes  the  extraordinary  charge 
of  *^  gross  plagiarism,"  based  upon  the  above.  The  charge, 
however,  will  fit  better  against  Jahr.  At  any  rate,  mercury  in 
small  doses  was  recommended  in  Trousseau's  Treatise  on  Thera- 
peutics, and  was  used  more  than  thirt}'  years  ago  by  Leclerc. — 
Afed.  jRcc. 


Listerine. 

As  a  deodorant  and  antiseptic  for  the  sick-room  and  dentist's 
office,  Listerine  stands  pre-eminent.  While  it  is  equal  to  any 
and  superior  to  most  of  the  agents  commonly  used  under  such 
circumstances,  it  adds  an  agreeable  aroma  instead  of  an  offen- 
sive odor  to  the  surroundings,  and  is  particularly  well  adapted  to 
the  lying-in  room.  It  may  be  freely  used  in  spray  or  lotion  with- 
out stain  or  irritation  as  an  agreeable  and  effectual  detergent.  It 
is  also  specially  commendable  in  weak  solution,  as  a  mouth-wash 
and  gargle  for  aphthous  sores  or  a  fungus  condition  of  the  gums^ 
and  bad  breath ;  and  for  certain  forms  of  indigestion — those  ac- 
companied by  disagreeable  eructations — a  few  drops  of  Listerine 
in  water  swallowed  is  a  particularly  grateful  and  excellent 
remedy.  Moreover,  according  to  a  series  of  ''Experiments  upon 
the  Strength  of  Antiseptics,"  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Cabot  (Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  yournal^  Nov.  27,  1S79),  Listerine  com- 
pares favorably  with  the  most  reliable  agents  for  the  rapid  de- 
struction of  micro-organisms. —  TJie  Sanitarian^  Oct.,  1884. 


Treatment  of  Habitual  Constipation. 

Dr.  Mortimer  Granville,  in  the  British  Medical  yournal^ 
gives  three  prescriptions  for  habitual  constipation.  Where  there 
is  a  lax  and  torpid  condition  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  intestine,' 
the  following  is  recommended  :  R.  Sodse  valerianatis,  gr.  xxxvj ; 
tinct.  nuc.  vom.,  Z\*\  tinct.  capsici,  m.  xlviij ;  syrup i  aurantii, 
5  jss. ;  aq.  ad  3  v j ;  J  ss.  water  half  an  hour  before  meals. 
Where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  glandular  secretion  throughout 
the  intestine  the  following  is  useful :  R.  Aluminis,  Z  lij- ;  tinct. 
quassiae,  S  j* ;  infusi  quassias,  ad  S  viij. ;  J  j.  after  meals.    A  third 
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fpTtn,  which  depends  chiefly  on  interruption  of  the  habit  of 
periodic  discharge,  is  benefited  by  directing  a  regular  attempt  to 
go  to  stool,  and  to  take  the  following  draught  the  first  thing  after 
rising  from  bed:  B.  Ammon.  carb.,  3  j. ;  tinct.  Valerianae,  3  j. ;. 
aq.  camph.  ad  ^  vj. ;  take  d  sixth  part  as  directed. 

Seiatiea. 

In  the  Amer,  Pract,^  Dr.  Comingor,  of  Indianapolis,  recom- 
mends a  somewhat  new  adaptation  of  an  old  treatment.  The 
patient  is  placed  under  chloroform  or  ether ;  the  affected  limb  is 
thoroughly  flexed  and  extended,  and  made  to  move  freely  in  all 
directions,  and  then  at  once  put  up  in  plaster  of  Paris,  in  which 
it  is  allowed  to  remain  for  a  week.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
the  cure  should  be  complete.  The  treatment  is  best  adapt- 
ed for  severe  cases  with  contraction  of  the  limb.  It  is  virtually 
nerve-stretching  without  incision.  With  the  forcible  flexion  we 
are  already  familiar,  but  not  with  the  combination  of  a  subse- 
quent plaster  case.     We  consider  tbe  method  worth  trying,  and 

therefore  record  it. — Edinburgh  Med,  your, 

^^ 

Saddle  Bags. 

Nothing  can  be  devised  which  will  answer  the  purposes  de- 
sired more  thoroughly  than  Mellier's  Standard  Saddle-Bags  and 
Buggy  Cases.  Send  for  a  descriptive  circular,  and  remember 
that  upon  receipt  of  price  the  proprietors  will  deliver  to  any  ex- 
press office  in  this  country,  charges  prepaid. 


Muriate  of  Cocaine. 

Having  had  occasion  to  use  the  Muriate  of  Cocaine  recently 
in  a  case  of  ophthalmic  surgery,  I  unhesitatingly  pronounce  it 
the  par  excellent  anesthetic,  or  the  desideratum  in  anesthesia  of 
the  eye.  This  case  was  presented  Nov.  36,  1884,  with  five  small 
pieces  of  emery  from  an  emery  wheel  piercing  the  margin  of  the 
cornea  and  lodging  under  the  membrane,  causing  great  pain.  A 
five  per  cent,  solution  of  the  muriate  of  cocaine  was  instilled  in- 
to the  eye,  and  was  instilled  every  five  minutes  for  twenty 
minutes,  when  complete  anesthesia  was  obtained  and  the  eye 
fixed  with  a  gold  speculum  for  removal  of  the  substances.    There 
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was  ao  apparent  reflex  spasm,  no  involuntary  shudder,  nor  was 
there  any  such  pain  as  is  usually  experienced  by  subjects  while 
being  operated  upon  for  like  causes.  After  fixing  the  speculum 
the  operation  was  completed  iwithout  the  further  instillation  of 
the  solution,  and  the  patient  expressed  himself  as  delighted  with 
the  painless  operation.  I  had  performed  less  painful  operations 
before  while  the  eye  was  under  the  influence  of  this  anesthetic, 
but  this  exceedingly  painful  operation  was  so  successful,  done 
under  the  use  of  the  cocaine,  that  I  come  to  the  front  with  this 
recommend.  Yours  truly, 

S.  W.  IXGRAHAM,  M.  D. 


Tongaline. 

Judson,  Sullivan  Co.,  Mo.,  July  12,  1883. 
Have  used  the  Tongaline  for  neuralgia  in  the  head  and  neck 
with  satisfactory  results.  The  pain  gradually  disappears  under 
its  administration,  leaving  the  mental  and  physical  faculties  free 
to  resume  their  natural  functions.  It  does  not  interfere  with  di- 
gestion, or  interrupt  the  secretions,  as  do  most  of  the  narcotics, 
but  seems  to  increase  the  appetite  and  augment  the  flow  of  the 
urine.  J.  N.  Busick,  M.  D. 

Milk  Food. 

The  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk,  which  is  being  advertised 
in  this  paper,  has  won  the  highest  encomiums  from  the  most  com- 
petent authorities  as  the  best  food  made  for  infants  and  invalids. 
A  treatise  on  this  all-important  topic  will  be  mailed,  free  of  cost, 
to  all  applicants  by  the  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  86 
Hudson  street.  New  York  city,  or  can  be  procured  of  druggists. 

Oold  Medal  Awards  to  Vnitod  States  Produoti  at  International 
Health  Exhibition,  London,  1884. 

Among  the  food  products  exhibited  at  the  International  Health 
Exhibition,  London,  1884,  from  the  United  States,  were  Beef 
Peptonoids  and  Maltine;  both  of  these  preparations  carried  off 
the  only  Gold  Medal  and  highest*  Award  against  numerous  com- 
petitors in  their  respective  classes.  All  food  preparations  were 
critically  analyzed  at  this  Exhibition  by  a  jury  composed  of  the 
best  chemists  in  the  country. — London  Lancet. 


EDITORIAL. 


Medieal  Legislation. 

Just  now  the  secular  preBs  of  Missouri  appears  to  be  doing- 
what  it  can  to  cripple  the  efforts  of  the  State  Board  of  Health , 
and  its  whole  influence  seems  bent  toward  the  discouragement 
of  further  leg^lation  upon  sanitary  matters,  and  the  appropria- 
tion of  means,  by  the  State,  for  the  suppo^  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health.  Through  editorials,  and  communications  from 
persons  pecuniarily  interested,  parties  engaged  in  disreputable 
practices,  and  such  as  have  been  disappointed  in  their  aspira- 
tions for  office,  the  people  are  furnished  with  a  great  deal 
of  negative  information.  The  true  status  and  real  practical 
workings  of  the  board  are  not  properly  and  fairly  presented  in 
the  daily  papers.  It  is  easy  to  say  that  the  board  does  nothing, 
that  diseases  still  prevail,  etc.,  but  it  is  just  as  easy  to  see  and 
expose  falsehoods.  It  is  true,  diseases  still  prevail,  and  no  board 
of  health  on  earth  can  possibly  prevent  this ;  but  by  proper  sani- 
tary regulations  the  spread  of  diseases  may  be  very  much  lim- 
ited and  the  character  of  epidemics  greatly  modified.  And  now, 
just  on  the  eve  of  a  threatened  cholera  epidemic,  the  people, 
and  especially  the  members  of  the  legislature,  should  carefully 
consider  what  they  are  doing ;  by  no  means  should  the  Board  of 
Health  force  be  curtailed,  or  the  remuneration  reduced,  for  as 
new  responsibilities  are  assumed,  more  means  are  required.  This 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  found  to  be  true  during  the  coming 
season,  and  we  hope  our  legislature  may  not  fail  to  give  the  State 
Board  ample  means  to  enable  it  to  do  good  and  efficient  work. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  inquire  why  it  is  that  the  secular  press 
so  earnestly  and  industriously  opposes  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
Here  are  the  facts :  While  we  do  give  the  proprietors  of  news- 
papers credit  for  having  a  little  care  for  their  readers,  they  think 
a  great  deal  more  about  themselves.  They  make  and  furnish 
newspapers  for  the  pay,  and  they  conduct  the  business  from  a 
business  stand-point — publish  what  they  think  the  greatest  nnm- 
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ber  of  people  will  like  to  read,  and  what  will  make  their  papers 
popular  and  eagerly  sought,  no  matter  whether  cholera  prevails 
or  not.  In  fact  they  have  a  great  deal  more  concern  about  their 
own  financial  interests  than  they  do  about  the  good  name  of  in- 
dividuals, or  the  general  health  of  the  people.  Again,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  State  Boards  of  Health  have  done  very  much 
recently  toward  the  abolition  of  questionable  medical  practices 
(sometimes  called  quackery)  in  Missouri,  Illinois  and  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  as  the  boards  of  health  limit  or  arrest  these  prac- 
tices, the  monstrous  and  numerous  advertisements  of  the  so- 
called  quacks  no  longer  appear  in  the  daily  papers.  No  wonder 
the  secular  press  is  arrayed  against  Boards  of  Health,  for  the 
liberal  patronage  of  advertising  doctors  and  patent  medicine  deal- 
ers is  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  income  to  many  newspapers. 
Look  over  the  pages  of  any  of  our  daily  papers,  and  it  is  easy 
to  locate  their  interests.  A  single  advertising  doctor  will  put 
more  money  into  the  treasury  of  the  newspapers  than  all  the 
boards  of  health  in  the  country. 

Now,  these  are  plain  facts,  and  while  things  are  not  exactly  as 
they  should  be  upon  the  side  of  the  opposition,  it  is  possible 
that  boards  of  health  may  make  mistakes  that  are  likely  to  in- 
crease the  strength  of  the  opposition.  Any  apparently  oppres- 
sive measure  introduced  by  a  board  of  health,  especially  if  it  is 
unusual  and  extreme,  will  be  sure  to  excite  discussion  and  arouse 
a  lively  resistance,  and  advertising  doctors  and  patent  medicine 
men,  with  their  money  and  the  influence  of  the  press,  may  not 
only  cripple  boards  of  health  that  are  doing  good  work,  but,  in 
some  instances,  they  may  kill  them  outright  While  we  are  in 
favor  of  well-organized  and  well-paid,  efficient  boards  of  health, 
we  shall  ever  insist  upon  their  keeping  within  the  bounds  of 
propriety.  Extreme  grounds  are  certain  to  weaken  any  cause, 
and  before  any  board  of  health  undertakes  to  annihilate  any  prac- 
tice, measure  or  person,  it  should  look  well  to  the  final  results 
and  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole  people.  Whenever  any 
legislative  or  executive  body  undertakes  to  abuse  its  privileges, 
or  oppress  people  because  it  has  the  power,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
strained ;  but  it  is  not  always  necessary  so  kill  it  to  have  it  be- 
have properly.     We  hope  boards  of  health  will  conduct  them- 
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selves  in  a  commendable  manner,  that  they  may  require  no  re- 
straints, and  we  sincerely  desire  to  see  the  people  work  in  har- 
mony with  them.  Let  nobody  be  deceived  by  the  complaints 
of  disappointed  office  seekers  and  designing  newspapers — parties 
that  look  more  to  the  money  coming  from  offices  and  advertising 
than  they  do  to  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 


Budget  Hotes. 

Word  comes  from  Brazil  that  Dr.  Dominigas  Freire,  who 

has  been  experimenting  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  effects  of 
vaccination  against  yellow  fever,  has  been  practically  illustrating 
his  theory  upon  himself  and  some  hundreds  of  wharf-laborers 
and  British  seamen.  It  is  noted  that  not  one  of  the  men  thus 
operated  upon  by  attenuated  virus  has  been  stricken  with  the 
fever,  though  it  has  been  prevalent  among  their  unvaccinated 
companions.  This  is  carrying  the  point  a  good  deal  beyond  Pas- 
teur's hydrophobia  inoculation,  and  if  the  experiments  are  rightly 
reported  will  place  Dr.  Freire's  name  beside  that  of  Jenner  as 
the  virtual  destroyer  of  a  dreaded  and  dreadful  disease. 

^Prof.    Clark,   of   Chicago,    thinks  that   ''Uria''   of  the 

Georgia  editor  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  Alalia  of  the 
ancients,  which  consists  in  psychical  defects  from  morbid  defects 
of  the  higher  centres  governing  written  and  spoken  language, 
and  in  this  special  instance  exhibits  itself  in  spelling  ^^carcc" 
noma  J* '  ^*'herfnorrhage\^^  ^^froceedure^^^  ^^asceptic^^^  etc.  But 
in  Milford,  Mass.,  there  was  a  young  lady,  who,  after  taking 
lessons  on  the  piano  for  eight  years,  sent  an  order  to  a  musical 
store  in  New  Haven,  and  fearing  her  spelling  might  be  defec- 
tive, added  this  postscript:  '*You  must  eskews  this  letter  as  I 
pla  bi  noat  but  spel  by  ere." 

'^Microbe  and  microbie  are  quite  good  words  to  designate 

the  animalcules.  I  would  give  the  preference  to  microbe ;  first, 
because  it  is  shorter;  next,  because  it  reserves  microbie,  a  femi- 
nine substantive,  for  the  designation  of  the  state  of  microbe." — 
M.  Lit  ire, 

Brinton  advises  patients  with  stiff  necks  and  shoulders  to 

bore,  with  a  gimlet,  twenty  holes,  two  and  a  half  inches  deep, 
in  a  soft  plank  daily. 
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Dr.  Chalmers  used  to  say  that  when  one  is  in  the  act  of 

tipping  his  hat  to  a  young  lady  whom  he  supposes  to  be  an 
acquaintance,  it  requires  a  good  deal  of  tact  to  make  believe  that 
he  is  only  scratching  his  head  when  he  finds  that  she  is  a  perfect 
stranger. — Am.  Druggist. 

''Come,  come,  Willy,"  sai(J  Fanny,  *'do  take  your  medi- 
cine now  like  a  good  boy." 

'*When  I  take  medicine,"  said  Fanny,  *'I  don't  like  it  any  bet- 
ter than  you,  but  I  make  up  my  mind  to  take  it,  and  I  take  it." 
'*Now  Willy,  take  your  medicine."  '*Yes,"  said  Willy,  "I  am 
just  like  you,  Fanny ;  only,  I  make  up  my  mind  not  to  take  it, 
and  I  don't.'' 

''Where  do  you  expect  to  go  to  when  you  die?"  asked  a 

minister,  to  a  tipsy  fellow  leaning  against  the  fence. 

"Hie,  if  I  can't  get  along  any  better  than  I  do  now,  hie,  I 
shant'  go  anywhere." 

^Narrow- souled  people  are   like  narrow-necked  bottles — 

the  less  they  have  in  them  the  more  noise  they  make  in  pouring. 

A  dentist  was  recently  saved  from  drowning  by  a  laborer, 

and  from  the  depth  of  his  grateful  heart  exclaimed :  "Noble  and 
gallant  man,  how  shall  I  reward  you?  I  am  a  dentist,  sir,  only 
come  to  my  office  and  I  will  cheerfully  pull  out  every  tooth  you 
have  got  in  your  head,  and  will  only  charge  you  half  price." 

A  negro  was  once  praying  earnestly  that  he  might  be  pre- 
served from  what  he  called  "up  settin  sins."  "Brudder,"  said 
one  of  his  friends  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  "you  ain't  got  the 
hang  o'  dat  ar'  word,  its  besettin  sin,  not  upsettin."  "Brud- 
der," replied  the  other,  "if  dat's  so  it's  so;  but  I  was  prayen 
de  Lord  to  save  us  from  de  sin  of  intoxication,  and  if  dat  sin 
ain't  upsettin,  den  I  dunno  what  am." 

The  midget  mother,  Mrs.  Frankie  Roberts,  of  Syracuse, 

New  York,  weighing  thirty  pounds,  was  delivered  of  a  seven 
and  a  half  pound  boy  by  Caesarian  operation.  She  was  oper- 
ated on  January  14th,  and  died  the  i6th ;  and  we  read  of  the 
other  extreme  in  Mrs.  Tracy,  of  Kingsbridge,  New  York,  a 
woman  of  normal  size,  and  mother  of  three  children  of  normal 
proportions,  who  gave  birth  to  a  child  that  measured  six  inches 
and  weighed  only  eleven  ounces. 
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BOOK  NOTICES. 


Diseases  of  the  Urinary  and    Male  Sexual    Organs. — 
By  Wm.  T.  Belfield,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago. 

Prof.  Belfield  is  a  scholar,  and  has  devoted  much  time  and  ob- 
servation in  the  pursuit  of  reliable  information  upon  the  subjects 
of  his  treatise,  and  the  book  is  a  valuable  one.  It  constitutes  the 
October  number  of  Wood's  Library  for  1884.  Wm.  Wood  & 
Co. ,  New  York. 


The   Therapeutics  of    the   Respiratory   Passaoss.  —  By 
Prosser  James,  M.  D.,  London. 

This  is  a  first-class  work  upon  the  diseases  treated,  and  be- 
longs to  Wood's  Library  for  1884,  November  number.  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 


A   Manual  of   Medical   Botany  of  North  America. — By 
Lawrence  Johnson,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  New  York., 

Medical  botany  does  not  receive  the  attention  it  really  demands, 
and  to  those  having  tastes  in  this  direction,  this  volume  will 
prove  exceedingly  interesting.  It  is  the  December  number  of 
Wood's  Library  for  1884.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 


♦- 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Massage,  its  History,  Mode  of 
Application  and  Effects,  Indications,  and  Contra- 
indications.— By  Douglas  Graham,  M.  D. 

Massage  is  a  potent  measure  in  many  diseases,  and  every  phy- 
sician should  know  how  to  use  it  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 
This  book  contains  the  required  information.  It  is  fine.  Prac- 
tical.    Cloth,  $2.50.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Holden's  Anatomy — A  Manual  of  Dissection  of  the  Hilj- 
MAN  Body. — ^By  Luther  Holden,  London. 

We  have  many  works  on  anatomy,  and  good  ones,  too,  but 
this  is  specially  adapted  to  the  learner,  the  medical  student.  We 
strongly,  earnestly  recommend  it  as  a  plain  and  correct  work 
upon  this  subject.  Cloth,  $5.00;  leather,  $6.00.  P.  Blakiston, 
Son  &  Co.,  Phila.,  Pa. 
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A  Theoretical  and  Practical  Treatise  on  Hemorrhoidal 
Disease,  giving  its  History,  Nature,  Causes,  Pathology, 
Diagnosis  and  Treatment. — By  Wm.  Bodenhamer^  A.  M., 
M.  D. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  exhaustive  and  satisfactory  works  we 
have  seen  upon  the  subjects  named ;  and  such  diseases  as  piles, 
fistula  and  anal  fissure  are  constantly  presented  for  treatment. 
This  makes  the  book  all  the  more  interesting.  Every  practicing 
physician  should  have  a  copy  of  this  book.  Price,  cloth,  $3.00. 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  op  the  Ear,  Includ- 
INC  A  Sketch  of  Aural  Anatomy  and  Physiology. — By 
D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  New  York. 

This  is  the  sixth  edition  of  Prof.  Roosa's  work,  and  it  is  re- 
vised and  enlarged,  and  brought  up  to  the  times  in  every  regard. 
For  years  Prof.  Roosa  has  been  a  leading  authority  upon  this 
subject,  and  as  time  passes,  his  work  is  still  the  more  appreciated 
by  those  who  know  him  and  profit  by  his  teachings.  This  is  a 
fine  production.  Price,  cloth,  $5.50;  leather,  $6.50.  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Surgical  Delusion  and  Follies. — By  John  B.  Roberts,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

A  very  interesting  exposition  of  many  follies  in  surgical  prac- 
tice.    B.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  Phila.  Pa. 


The  Basic  Pathology  and  Specific  Treatment  of  Diph- 
theria, Typhoid,  Zymotic,  Septic,.  Scorbutic,  and  Putres- 
cent Diseases  Generally. — By  Geo.  J.  Ziegler,  M.  D., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

•This  work  is  peculiar  in  its  teachings.  The  author  thinks  that 
super-alkalinity  is  the  chief  cause  of  this  class  of  diseases,  and 
that  an  excess  of  ammonia  in  the  system  is  the  principal  wrong 
to  be  combatted  in  the  management  of  them.  His  observations 
are  interesting,  and  his  advice  regarding  the  use  of  acids  is  quite 
practical.  The  book  is  worth  more  than  it  costs.  Cloth,  $2.00. 
Address,  Geo.  J.  Ziegler,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Tub  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  op  Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh. 
Three  Clinical  Lectures  Delivered  at  the  College 
OF  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  Geo.  M.  Le£f- 
erts,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Prof.  Lefferts  is  an  accomplished  specialist  of  standing  and 
experience,  and  whatever  he  says  must  be  taken  as  coming  from 
high  authority.  The  work  before  us  is  small,  fifty  pages,  but  it 
is  just  to  the  point.  The  descriptions  are  good ;  illustration  of 
apparatus  fine ;  and  the  selection  and  adaptation  of  measures  un- 
exceptionable. Indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  most  practical  books  we 
have  seen,  and  all  who  feel  at  all  interested  in  this  prevalent  dis- 
ease, chronic  nasal  catarrah,  should  at  once  procure  a  copy  of 
this  work.  Fine  paper  and  first-class  cloth,  $i.oo.  Lambert  & 
Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PABAQBAPHS, 


Nov.  20th,  Louis  Seckels,  bookkeeper,  was  struck  by  his  wife 
with  a  slipper ;  slight  abrasion  of  cornea ;  suffering  pain  and 
photophobia ;  applied  four  per  cent,  solution  cocaine  twice  at  in- 
tervals of  three  minutes;  pain  ceased,  atropia,  etc., finished  up 
the  case. 

Dec.  4th,  Edward  Sweeney,  blacksmith,  ulcer  of  the  cornea ; 
complained  of  pain,  lacrymation  and  photophobia.  His  physi- 
cian had  been  using  atropia  and  calomel  for  a  week;  pupil 
greatly  dilated,  though  pain  still  present.  Cocaine  relieved  the 
pain  immediately,  and  eserine,  with  a  good  tonic  and  hygienic 
measures,  perfected  a  cure  quickly. 

Dec.  5th,  Jno.  C.  Thomas,  miner.  Piece  rock  in  cornea, 
lower  margin  of  the  pupil ;  attending  physician  could  not  re- 
move it  without  ether;  patient  suffering  very  much;  no  sleep  for 
four  days  and  nights.  Cocaine  relieved  him  at  once,  which  en- 
abled me  to  remove  the  rock  with  a  spud  without  any  trouble 
Patient  doing  well  under  atropia,  etc. 

Nov.  20th,  S.  T.  Thompson,  engineer,  applied  for  treatment ; 
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had  seven  chancroids  with  bubs,  a  much  neglected  case.      Used 

cocaine  on  a  match,  applied  twice  to  three  small  and  three  times 

to  large  sores ;  then  took  a  pine  stick  and  touched  them   plenti- 

tifully  with  acid  nitric  C.  P.      Patient  experienced  no  pain,   and 

was  much  surprised  when  told  what  had  been  used,  as  he   had 

"  been  there  before." 

Will  send  bladder  case  m  a  few  days,  as  soon  as  I  get  time. 

M.  S.  Bacon,  M.  D. 
Butte  City,  Montana. 


Sore  Throat. 

Regarding  the  use  of  tincture  of  guaiacum  in  inflamed  sore 
throat,  I  would  say  that  I  first  learned  of  its  uses  from  Dr.  James 
Prosser,  physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  throat, 
London.  I  have  used  it  frequently  and  found  his  recommenda- 
tions of  it  fully  confirmed.  I  frequently  use  it  in  ordinary  sore 
throats  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  and  find  it  indicated  in  pharyn- 
gitis, as  well  as  in  tonsillitis.  When  a  patient  comes  to  the  office 
complaining  of  great  pain  from  an  inflamed  throat,  I  usually  pen- 
cil it  with  guaiac,  and  after  a  few  moments  they  will  experience 
the  greatest  relief.  Its  action  is  such  as  to  allay  the  swelling  and 
abort  the  affection,  if  it  is  only  applied  early  in  the  attack.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  cases  of  quinsy  treated  in  accordance  with 
the  above  named  plan,  by  the  applications  of  guaiac  and  hot 
water,  will  be  cured  usually  within  a  week.  The  recommenda- 
tion of  these  two  remedial  agents  should  of  course  be  accom- 
panied by  the  internal  administration  of  other  remedies,  such  as 
may  during  the  course  of  the  disease  be  rationally  indicated. 

T.  Griswold  Comstock,  M.  D. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. — Medical  World. 


Proceedings  of  the  Texas^clectic  Medical  AsBociation. 

Pursuant  to  call,  a  number  of  the  Eclectic  profession  convened 
at  Dallas,  Texas,  upon  the  loth  of  December,  1884,  and  at  10 
A.  M.,  in  the  parlors  of  the  St.  George  Hotel,  perfected  a  per- 
manent organization  of  the  ^^Texas  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion," by  electing  J.  N.  Adkins,  M.  D.,  of  Lampasas,  as  Presi- 
dent; J.  M.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  of  Stephenville,  ist  Vice-Presi- 
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dent;  M.  W.  Henry,  M.  D.,  of  Waelder,  2d  Vice-President;  A. 
H.  Collins,  M.  D. ,  of  Honey  Grove,  Secretary ;  and  J.  R.  John- 
son, M.  D.,  of  Cotton  Gin,  Treasurer. 

The  President  addressed  the  association,  and  in  a  few  well 
chosen  words  urged  the  necessity  of  a  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
Eclectic  fraternity  of  the  State. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Williamson, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee,  consisting 
of  five,  to  draft  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  the  government 
of  the  Association. 

Drs.  Johnson,  Williamson,  Henry  and  Collins  were  appointed 

upon  said  committee.      Upon  motion,  the  President  was  added. 

Recess  till  3  p.  m. 

Afternoon  Session, — The  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  drafting  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  adopted. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Johnson, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  a 
memorial,  to  be  presented  by  the  Association  to  the  next  Legis- 
lature, protesting  against  the  injustice  of  the  policy  set  forth  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Daniel  Medical  Bill,  and  against  Class 
Legislation  of  a  medical  character  in  general. 

The  President  appointed  upon  said  committee,  Drs.  Henry, 

Johnson  and   Harris,  and  upon    motion,  Dr.  Carl  Murray  was 

added. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Collins, 

Resolved^  That  this  Association  indorses  the  course  pursued 
by  The  Southern  Homoeopathic  Pellet,  and  published  at  Austin, 
Texas,  and  in  their  fight  against  Class  Legislation  and  the  so- 
called  Daniel  Bill. 

Recess  till  7  p.  m. 

Upon  resuming, 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  drafting  of  a  me- 
morial to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  reported.  Memorial 
adopted. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Williamson, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  appoint  a  Delegate  and  Alter- 
nate to  represent  the  Texas  Eclectic  Medical  Association  in  the 
meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  1885. 
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The  President  appointed  Dr.  A.  H.  Collins  as  Delegate,  and 
Dr.  M.  W.  Henry  as  Alternate.  The  nomination  of  next  place 
of  meeting  being  in  order,  Waco,  receiving  a  majority  of  votes, 
it  was,  upon  motion  of  Dr.  M.  W.  Henry, 

Resolved^  That  the  Texas  Eclectic  Medical  Association  meet 
at  Waco,  Texas,  upon  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,   1885. 

Adjourned. 

The  Eclectics  of  Texas  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
favorable  auspices  which  their  State  organization  begins  life. 
Although  slow  in  arriving  at  maturity,  it  possesses  a  member- 
ship which  they  may  well  be  proud  of — active,  progressive  men — 
which  prognosticates  a  long  and  useful  career.  The  Waco  meet- 
ing will  be  one  of  unusual  interest,  and  every  Eclectic  in  the 
state  of  Texas  will  find  it  to  his  profit  to  meet  with  the  Associa- 
tion at  that  time,  and  partake  of  the  ''feast  of  good  things." 

A.  H.  Collins,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


Locomotor  Ataxia. 

Dr.  Mtiller  (Za  France  Midicale)  claims  to  have  had  a  meas- 
ure of  success  in  his  treatment  of  this  affection.  The  diet,  he 
says,  should  be  strenthening.  Coffee,  strong  tea,  and  undiluted 
alcoholic  beverages  are  forbidden.  In  the  medicinal  treatment  a 
pill  is  used  composed  of  -^^  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  i^ 
grains  of  extract  of  ergot.  The  dose  is  one  pill  three  times  a  day 
and  is  gradually  increased  to  three  pills  three  times  a  day.  After 
about  twenty  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  have  been  taken  the  pills 
are  discontiued  for  three  weeks,  when  their  administration  is  then 
resumed  in  the  same  way.  The  treatment  may  extend  over  five 
or  six  months.  The  author  does  not  believe  that  the  disease  is 
often  of  syphilitic  origin,  and  never  uses  specific  tretament, 
unless  he  can  discover  unmistakable  evidence  of  syphilis.  Elec- 
tricity is  often  useful,  but  galvanism  of  the  medulla  should  be 
practised  as  well  as  that  of  the  cord.  Faradization  of  the  skin 
by  means  of  the  brush  electrode,  either  alone  or  combined  with 
galvanization  of  the  nervous  centres,  may  also  be  of  advantage. 
The  author  condemns  hot  water  or  vapor  baths  as  being 
positively  injurious.     Cold  baths  are  also  contra-indicated.    The 
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proper  temperature  for  a  bath  is  84®  to  S6^^  and  the  patient 
should  remain  in  the  water  from  three  to  five  minutes  only. 
Massage  may  prove  to  be  of  use,  though  data  on  this  point  are 
wanting.  Stretching  of  the  longer  nerve-trunks  is  a  dangerous 
and  unwarrantable  procedure.  For  the  pains  Dr.  Miiller  makes 
local  applications  of  a  liniment  consisting  of  veratria,  four 
grains ;  chloroform,  half  an  ounce ;  and  oil,  one  ounce.  For 
the  gastralgic  crisis  he  uses  strong  faradization,  with  a  brush 
over  the  epigastrium.  Ocular  paralysis  is  treated  by  the  contin- 
ued current.  For  the  relief  of  vesicular  spasm,  he  gives  pills, 
containing  one  and  a  half  grains  of  the  extract  af  cannabis 
indica. — Midland  Med,  Misc'L^  Oct.  i. 


What  is  Ozone? 

Ozone  is  an  allotropic  modification  of  oxygen,  in  like  manner 
as  the  diamond,  graphite,  and  charcoal,  although  displaying  a 
striking  difference  in  their  several  physical  characteristics,  are  all 
merely  allotropic  conditions  of  the  same  element,  namely  car- 
bon. Ozone,  then,  is  merely  oxygen,  only  in  a  different  physical 
condition,  being  more  condensed,  and  possessing  much  greater 
activity.  It  has  a  peculiar,  penetrating  odor,  somewhat  resemb- 
ling that  of  chlorine,  and  perceptible  in  the  atmosphere  even 
when  the  ozone  is  present  in  the  proportion  of  only  one  part  in 
one  million  parts  of  atmospheric  air.  Ozone  is  the  most  ener- 
getic oxidizing  agent  known,  and  attacks  even  the  nitrogen  of 
the  air — usually  so  different  in  its  affinities — as  well  as  most  other 
elements,  converting  them  into  their  highest  forms  of  oxidation. 
When  ozone  is  exposed  to  a  temperature  of  250^  C,  equal  to 
482^  F.,  it  is  converted  again  into  the  condition  of  ordinary 
oxygen.  It  is  produced  in  nature  by  electric  discharges  in  the 
atmosphere,  and  is'  therefore  more  abundant  in  the  neighborhood 
of  strongly  electrified  cloud-masses,  and,  in  general,  in  the  higher 
regions  of  the  atmosphere.*  Through  the  agency  of  rain,  and 
particularly  of  snow,  as  well  as  by  the  descent  of  condensed 
moistare,  it  is  conveyed  to  the  lower  regions  of  the  atmosphere. 

*  A  room  is  soon  filled  with  ozone  by  the  action  of  a  static  electric  ma- 
chine— ^Editor. 
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It  is  then  rapidly  decomposed  by  coming  in  contact  with  oxi- 
dizable  substances  of  either  vegetable  or  animal  origin,  on  which 
it  can  exert  its  destructive  effect. 

Such  bodies  as  carbonic  oxide  gas,  sulphuretted  and  phos- 
phuretted  hydrogen  are  at  once  attacked,  deprived  of  their  gas- 
eous form,  and  transformed  into  other  combinations,  which  are 
then  transferred  to  the  earth.  Air  loaded  with  putrid  or  mias- 
matic exhalations  is  therefore  immediately  purified  by  contact 
with  ozonized  air,  and  again  a  development  of  such  exhalations 
cannot  well  take  place  in  the  presence  of  ozone. 

The  action  of  ozone  on  such  impure  air  is  extremely  power- 
ful. According  to  Schoenbein,  an  atmosphere  containing  only 
1-3,240,000  of  ozone  is  capable  of  destroying  all  noxious  matter 
contained  in  an  equal  volume  of  miasmatic  air.  Where  or  when- 
ever there  is  a  deficiency  of  this  quantity  of  ozone,  there  will  oc- 
cur zymotic  and  contagious  diseases,  such*as  typhoid,  scarlatina, 
measles,  small-pox,  miasmatic  fevers,  yellow  fever,  etc.,  as  well 
as  all  sorts  of  skin  diseases.  To  detect  ozone  in  the  atmosphere, 
a  very  satisfactory  test  is  to  expose  to  the  air  a  moistened  piece 
of  test  paper  prepared  as  follows :  The  best  Swedish  filter  paper 
cut  in  strips,  is  dipped  in  a  solution  of  starch  and  potassic  iodide, 
then  dried  and  preserved  from  the  air  and  light.  Wben  it  is  to 
be  used,  it  is  slightly  moistened  (when  too  dry)  by  holding  it 
against  vapor,  or  breathing  upon  it,  and  then  hanging  it  out  in 
the  air  from  two  to  ten  feet  from  the  ground,  protected  from  the 
strong  sun  and  wind.  After  six  hours  it  will  have  been  oxidized ; 
then  remove  and  dip  it  into  distilled  water,  when  a  purple  reac- 
tion will  show  in  the  paper.  It  is  then  compared  with  Dr.  Len- 
der's ozonometer,  which  gives  the  degree  of  ozone  in  the  atmos- 
phere where  it  had  been  placed.  This  paper  indicates  free 
oxone  by  liberation  of  iodine,  and  consequently,  blueing  of  the 
starch. 

The  ozonometry  in  Boston,  which  has  been  carried  on  since 
1878,  has  proved  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  small  quantity  of 
ozone  found,  which  the  following  table  will  show,  and  conse- 
quently, the  increase  of  sickness  amongst  children. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  the  highest  authorities  of  Europe,  that 
the  health  of  a  community  depends  entirely  on  the  quantity  of 
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ozone  in  the  atmosphere.  The  measurement  for  ozone  was  con- 
ducted in  the  following  manner :  A  test  paper  was  exposed  to 
the  atmosphere  morning^  at  7  o'clock,  remaining  until  i  p.  m., 
and  from  i  p.  m.  to  7  p.  m.,  six  hours  each.  Another  was  ex- 
posed from  7  A.  M.  to  7  p.  M.,  and  from  7  p.  m.  to  7  a.  m.,  also 
twelve  hours.  The  result  thus  received  showed  maximum  No.  6 
in  twelve  hours  on  a  14  scale  ozonometer,  medium  Nos.  4  and  5 
in  six  hours,  minimum  Nos.  o  and  2  in  the  six  hours  in  the  day 
time.  Measurements  were  taken  at  the  same  time  with  the  same 
test  papers  on  a  farm,  West  Stockbridge,  Birksheir  County,  sit- 
uated on  Pleasant  Hill  about  15b  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
with  much  better  result.  Papers  exposed  from  7  a.  m.  to  i  p.  m., 
and  I  p.  m.  to  7  p.  m.,  show  Nos.  8  and  9  on  the  meter  at  day 
time.  Those  exposed  for  twelve  hours  give  during  the  day  No. 
10,  during  the  night  No.  8.  In  Boston  during  the  hot,  dry  sum- 
mer day,  no  ozone  could  be  observed,  while  in  a  thick  eastern 
fog  a  larger  percentage  could  be  observed, — Medical  Tribune, 


Olyeerine  as  an  Excipient. 

The  employment  of  glycerine  in  pharmacy  is  becoming  more 
and  more  extensive  every  day,  owing  in  great  measure  to  its 
property  of  dissolving  various  medicinal  substances.  It  is  thus 
very  generally  used  instead  of  lard  or  oil  in  a  number  of  cos- 
metic preparations.  It  makes  an  elegant  excipient,  but,  un- 
fortunately, glycerine  will  not  penetrate  the  pores  of  the  skin, 
and  prevents  also  the  absorption  of  any  drugs  which  it  may  hold 
in  solution.  Dr.  P.  Vigier  has  recently  made  some  experiments 
upon  himself,  which  are  very  simple  and  may  be  repeated  and 
verified  by  anyone,  which  show  in  a  striking  manner  the  useless- 
ness  of  employing  glycerine  as  an  excipient  when  absorption  of 
the  active  ingredient  is  desired  {Mentor abilien^  Nov.  20,  1884). 
He  was  never  able  to  detect  iodine  in  the  urine  after  repeated  in- 
unctions of  a  solution  of  potassium  iodide  in  glycerine  (one  part 
to  three),  but  when  the  glycerine  was  replaced  by  a  fatty  sub- 
stance, the  presence  of  iodine  in  the  urine  was  at  once  manifest. 
A  five  per  cent,  solution  of  muriate  of  morphia  in  glycerine 
rubbed  into  the  skin  produced  not  the  slightest  narcotic  ef£ect. 
A  one  per  cent,  solution  of  sulphate  of  atropine  applied  for  six 
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hours  to  the  temples  caused  no  dilatation  of  the  pupils.  Still 
more  striking  was  an  experiment  made  with  corrosive  sublimate. 
A  five  per  cent,  solution  of  this  substance  in  glycerine  was  rub- 
bed strongly  upon  the  skin,  and  yet  produced  not  even  a  redden- 
ing of  the  surface,  nor  was  mercury  to  be  detected  in  the  urine. 
The  result  of  this  experiment  leads  Dr.  Vigier  to  recommend  the 
employment  of  a  glycerine  solution  instead  of  the  mercurial 
ointment  as  a  parasiticide,  since  with  the  use  of  the  latter  there 
is  always  more  or  less  absorption  of  the  drug. — The  Medical 
Record, 


Chloral  in  Chorea. 

Dr.  Mosler  relates  a  case  of  very  severe  general  chorea  in  a 
girl  eighteen  years  old,  in  which  a  speedy  cure  was  obtained  by 
chloral.  After  morphine  and  arsenic  had  been  given  for  two 
weeks  without  effect,  chloral  was  exhibited  in  thirty-grain  doses, 
at  first  four  times,  then  twice,  and  finally  once  a  day.  On  the 
very  first  day  the  patient  slept  soundly,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week 
the  choreic  movements  had  ceased  entirely.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  the  onset  of  the  chorea  was  preceded  by  the  tooth-ache,  a 
circumstance  which  has  been  remarked  by  other  observers. — 
Norsk  Magazinfor  Loegevieden. 


Headache. — lodiae  of  PotaMinm. 

Dr.  Haley  says  (^Australian  Medical  J-ournal)  that,  as  a  rule, 
a  dull,  heavy  headache,  situated  over  the  brows  and  accompan- 
ied by  languor,  chilliness  and  a  feeling  of  general  discomfort, 
with  distaste  for  food,  which  sometimes  approaches  to  nausea, 
can  be  completely  removed,  in  about  ten  minutes,  by  a  two-grain 
dose  of  iodide  of  potassium,  dissolved  in  half  a  wine-glassful  of 
water,  this  being  sipped,  so  that  the  whole  quantity  may  be  con* 

sumed  in  about  ten  minutes. — N.  E.  Med.  Monthly^  Oct. 

♦ 

Epistazis — How  to  Check  it. 

Dr.  Perdue,  of  Bamesville,  Ga.,  writes :  I  will  not  recapitu- 
late the  methods  laid  down  in  works  on  the  subject.  That  infor- 
mation is  accessible  to  all.  I  will  merely  give  one  method,  which, 
if  laid  down  in  any  work,  I  have  not  seen,  but  which  I  regard  as 
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most  important,  as  it  has  never  failed  me.  It  is  the  plugging  the 
whole  length  of  the  nares  with  a  piece  of  fat  bacon  or  fat  salt  pork. 
I  cut  the  piece  long  enough  to  plug  the  whole  cavity  from  which 
the  blood  flows,  and  smooth,  so  that  it  can  be  pushed  in  with  a 
twist.  I  tie  a  short  string  to  it,  so  that  it  can  be  pulled  out  when 
desired.  I  sometimes  put  a  piece  of  adhesive  strip  across  the 
end  of  the  nose  and  meat,  to  prevent  it  slipping  out. 

The  writer  then  relates  the  histories  of  several  cases  success- 
fully treated  by  this  method. — Med.  and  Surg,  Rep,^  Oct.  25th. 

Luterine. 

Dr.  Wm.  Porter,  Physician  to  Throat  and  Lung  Department, 
St.  Lukes  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  thus  summarizes: 

'^The  compound  known  as  Listerine  has,  for  nearly  two  years, 
served  me  better  than  any  other  remedy  of  its  class.  In  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  upper  air-passages  it  is  pleasant  and  does 
not  irritate ;  In  the  fermentative  dyspepsia,  so  often  accompany- 
ing phthisis,  it  is  safe  and  efficient.  It  is  the  most  powerful 
non-toxic  antiseptic  yet  found." — Lancet  and  Clinic, 

♦ 

Pruritos  YhItsb. 

Dr.  William  Goodell,  Philadelphia,  prescribes  for  1  his  disease : 
carbolic  acid,  one  drachm ;  morphine  sulphate,  ten  grains ;  bor- 
acic  acid,  two  drachms ;  vaseline,  two  ounces.  Also,  pat  the 
parts  with  a  sponge  soaked  in  boiling-hot  water.  This  is  also  a 
most  excellent  application  for  that  rawness  so  often  found'between 
the  thighs  of  the  newly  bom. — Louv.  Med,  News. 


TRerine  Hemorrhage — Iron  Alum  Locally, 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  a 
paper  was  read  by  Richard  Richardson,  before  the  section  of 
obstetric  medicine,  in  which  he  claimed  very  singular  advantages 
from  the  application  of  iron  alum  in  cases  of  uterine  hemor- 
rhage. He,  moreover,  attached  considerable  importance  to  the 
method  in  which  he  applied  the  styptic.  He  applied  it  in  the 
form  of  the  crystal  of  about  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  or  slightly 
larger,  in  severe  ca^es.  This  crystal  is  to  be  introduced  with  the 
finger  up  to  the  os  uteri,  and  not  into  it,  and  there  allowed  to  re- 
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main.  Under  its  influence  the  uterus  is  said  to  at  once  contract, 
a  firm  coag^lum  to  form,  and  the  hemorrhage  at  once  to  cease. 
The  iron  alum  is  also  antiseptic,  and  Dr.  Richardson  claims  to 
have  removed  clots,  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  day  after  its  applica- 
tion, which  were  quite  free  from  any  disagreeable  odor.  In  a 
case  of  very  severe  hemorrhage  he  injects,  two  or  three  days  after 
the  application  of  the  alum,  a  little  warm  water  to  remove  the 
clots.  This  method  of  treatment  has  none  of  the  dangers  at- 
tached to  it  which  are  inevitable  from  the  injection  of  liquid 
preparations  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  Dr.  Richardson 
declares  that  he  has  never  known  it  to  fail  either  in  accidental, 
unavoidable,  post-partum  or  secondary  hemorrhage. —  Therap, 
Gaz.^  Nov. 
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Under  this  head  notices  for  sale  or  exchange,  locations,  or  partnerships  wanted, 

and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  ^  a  time.    If  more  than  eig-ht  lines, 
35  cents  extra  for  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 

Wanted. 

Two  well-edacated  experienced  Eclectic  physiciaDS,  of  means,  to 
locate  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  In  the  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  PITZEB,  M.  D.,  St.  Louie,  Mo. 

Vacoine  Virus. 

All  orders  tor  fresh  and  reliable  animal  vaccine  should  be  addressed 

R.  M.  HiGOiNS,  M.  D., 
Missouri  Vaccine  Farm,  Webster  Groves,  ^Mo. 

5  qnills,  10  vaccinations,  fl.OO;  10  points,  10  vaccinations,  91*00;  1  ex- 
tra crust,  1|8.00. 

Medical  Books  and  Snrgieal  Instruments. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  BuBiness.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  and  rely  upon  getting  what 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur- 
gical Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saddle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  page  v. 

Galvanic  Batteries  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nish the  best  in  the  market. 

Address,  GEO.   C.  FITZER,   M.  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Journal  Business. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  #2.00  a  year,  in  advance. 
It  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW   YOUR   SUBSCRIPTION,   -m 

Address  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzbr,  mo  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ART.  IX. — ^Prurigo  and  Scabies. — By  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

Prurigo. — ^Professional  advice  is  sought  for,  perhaps,  more 
frequently  in  prurigo  than  in  any  other  disease  of  the  skin.  In 
some  cases  this  disease  amounts  to  a  serious  affection,  often  re- 
sisting the  best  directed  treatment.  Tormented  by  the  continued 
and  excessive  pruritus,  patients  often  tear  themselves  cruelly  with 
their  nails  to  obtain  only  momentary  relief,  when  the  itching 
speedily  returns  with  increased  intensity,  frequently  driving  the 
person  to  acts  of  despair. 

The  disease  is  charcterized  by  an  eruption  of  papulae,  small 
in  size,  and  nearly  the  same  in  color  as  the  true  skin,  and 
is  accompanied  by  the  most  intolerable  itching.  Practically 
speaking,  there  are  but  three  principal  varieties  of  the  disease : 
prurigo  mitis^  prurigo ybrmicanSj  and  prurigo  senilis. 

The  mitis  is  proclaimed  by  a  pruritus  over  the  shoulders, 
breast,  lumbar  region,  outer  surface  of  the  arms  and  thighs. 
On  close  observation,  a  number  of  small  papulae  are  seen  that 
do  not  materially  differ  in  color  from  the  appearance  of  the  skin. 
They  project  in  so  slight  a  degree  that  they  appear  to  be  rather 
in  the  substance  than  on  the  surface  of  the  skin.  They  are  not 
attended  with  prickling,  but  with  a  violent  and  incessant  sense 
of  itchiness.  The  pruritus  is  more  especially  complained  of 
when  in  bed,  or  from  causes  which  tend  to  heat  the  body,  and 
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the  itching  may  be  provoked  by  the  contact  of  clothing.  The 
pruritus  intermits  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  is  scarcely  felt 
when  the  patient's  attention  is  deeply  engaged.  The  eruption 
may  continue  for  several  months. 

Prurigo  formicans  is  another  form  that  presents  with  still 
greater  severity  and  obstinacy.  The  papulae  in  this  variety 
are  broader,  though  less  apparent,  than  in  prurigo  mitis,  and  are 
attended  with  an  incessant  and  insupportable  pruritus.  They 
are  usually  scattered  over  the  entire  body,  except  the  face,  feet 
and  palms  of  the  hands.  In  the  evening,  and  about  three  or 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  itching  is  increased.  Some  pa- 
tients describe  their  feelings  as  though  a  host  of  insects  were 
burrowing  under  the  skin ;  and  others,  as  if  the  skin  were  pierced 
with  red  -  hot  needles.  I  have  known  patients  to  leap  out  of 
bed,  and  walk  about  the  room  to  gain  an  interval  of  rest  from 
their  tormenting  itching. 

Prurigo  senilis  attacks  the  aged,  and  the  skin  is  affected  with 
a  more  copious  desquamation.  The  skin,  in  this  form,  appears 
more  rudely  scratched,  which  would  indicate  that  the  symptoms 
are  of  still  greater  severity. 

Prurigo  may  continue  a  few  weeks  only,  or  it  may  last  for 
years.  Among  women  and  children,  whose  skins  are  thin 
and  delicate,  the  disease  disappears  without  leaving  any  traces 
of  its  existence,  but  upon  the  thick  integument  of  the  aged  the 
epidermis  is  thrown  off  under  the  form  of  a  mealy  powder. 

Prurigo  attacks  all  classes  at  all  ages,  but  is  more  common 
among  the  poor  than  the  rich ;  more  frequently  among  men  than 
women,  though  women  that  have  arrived  at  the  critical  period  of 
life  are  particularly  subject  to  the  disease. 

I  have  seen  cases  which  I  attributed  to  a  neurosis.  Other 
causes  have  been  assigned,  such  as  the  use  of  salt  meats,  spiritu- 
ous drinks,  highly  seasoned  foods,  defective  menstruation)  vexa- 
tion of  mind,  fatigues  of  body,  etc. 

Although  itching  is  a  sensation  peculiar  to  prurigo*  it  must  not 
be  supposed  that  this  symptom  alone  is  diagnostic  of  the  disease, 
as  pruritus,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  is  present  in  almost  all 
the  affections  of  the  skin.  The  true  character  of  prurigo  lies  in  its 
presenting  an  eruption  of  irregularly  disseminated  papulae,  dis- 
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tinguished  by  their  color,  which  is  similar  to  that  of  the  surround- 
ing skin. 

The  treatment  of  prurigo  consists  in  both  internal  and  external 
remedies,  and  to  be  successful  in  obstinate  cases,  the  remedial 
measures  must  be  well  directed. 

The  foods  should  consist  of  milk  and  vegetable  diet,  cooling 
drinks,  especially  lemonade,  prepared  with  nitric  or  sulphuric 
acid  and  sweetened  with  syrup.  In  cases  of  old  standing,  aco- 
nite internally  is  quite  useful.  Many  years  ago,  Cazenave  con- 
sidered prurigo  as  a  neuralgia  of  the  skin,  and  made  use  of  aco- 
nite to  meet  the  indications.  With  females  I  have  also  used  Pul- 
satilla, with  good  effect,  and  with  some  rhus.  tox. 

Topical  applications  are  quite  important.  The  slightly  sulph- 
urous bath  is,  of  all  the  external  remedies,  the  most  beneficial. 

Dr.  Duchesne  -  Dupare  lays  much  stress  upon  bran  baths, 
prepared  by  boiling  four  pounds  of  bran  for  half  an  hour 
in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water,  and  mixing  it  with  the  water  of 
a  bath.  Sea-salt  baths  are  also  employed  with  good  eHect.  The 
baths  ought  to  be  taken  tepid  or  cold ;  at  too  high  a  temperature 
they  are  injurious. 

In  females,  if  the  catamenia  are  suppressed,  the  return  of  the 
discharge  must  be  solicited.  The  treatment  will,  of  course, 
vary  with  the  general  health  and  state  of  the  uterine  system. 
The  following  formula  will  be  found  of  service  in  many  cases : 
K.  Sodx  boras. ;  salicylic  acid,  aa  3ss. ;  glycerine ;  aq.  rosae, 
aa  Sv.  M.  Ft.  solutio.  Apply  this  lotion  twice  daily  to  the 
affected  parts  by  means  of  a  sponge,  taking  the  precaution  first 
to  wash  with  tepid  water  and  soap,  and  dry  with  a  coarse  towel. 
The  salts  of  potash  and  soda,  in  diluted  solutions,  both  favor  the 
resolution  of  papules,  and  quiet  the  itching. 

The  following  lotion  may  be  applied  in  the  same  way  as  the 
above :  B.  Sulphite  soda,  3j. ;  acetic  acid,  f.  Jj. ;  aqua,  Jvij. 
Mix.  Thorough  cleanliness  of  the  skin  should  be  strictly  en- 
forced, and  the  soap  used  for  this  purpose  should  be  carbolic  or 
juniper-tar. 

It  is  seldom  that  any  good  is  accomplished  by  ointments,  and 
their  oily  nature  is  more  or  less  objectionable  on  account  of  their 
filthiness. 
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Scabies. — Scabies,  or  itch,  is  a  parasitical  disease  —  an  inflam- 
matory affection  of  the  skm,  unaccompanied  with  fever,  con- 
tagious, and  characterized  by  an  eruption  of  pointed  vesicles, 
transparent  on  their  summits,  filled  with  a  viscid  and  serous  fluid, 
and  constantly  attended  with  pruritus. 

Prurigo  belongs  to  the  papulae,  but  itch  belongs  to  the  vesic- 
ulae.  I  have  seen  fit  to  treat  of  these  in  the  same  article  on  ac- 
count of  the  prominent  symptoms  of,  pruritus,  and  because  these 
diseases  are  frequently  confounded. 

When  scabies  has  been  communicated  there  is  itching  in  a  few 
days  afterwards,  in  the  parts  first  which  have  been  immediately 
exposed  to  the  infection.  The  pruritus  increases  through  the 
night  by  the  warmth  of  the  bed.  A  number  of  small  vesicles 
now  make  their  appearance,  and  from  five  to  twenty  days  after 
the  first  contact  the  spots  or  points  appear  over  the  whole  body, 
except  the  face  and  hairy  scalp,  which  is  scarcely  ever  affected. 
In  the  folds  of  the  skin  and  between  the  knuckles  the  velsicles 
appear  the  most  numerous. 

Scabies  is  a  disease  which,  if  left  to  itself,  may  continue  from 
year  to  year,  and  is  seldom,  if  ever,  self-curative.  Hauptmann 
was  the  first  man  who  published  a  figure  of  the  itch  insect  {^aca^ 
rus  scabiei)^  which,  he  says,  was  drawn  from  nature,  and  was 
represented  with  six  feet. 

Cestoni  observed  the  poor  women  whose  children  were  afflic- 
ted with  itch  draw  out,  upon  the  point  of  a  pin,  from  the  pus- 
tules an  insect,  which  they  crushed  between  their  nails  with  a 
slight  noise.  It  is  difflcult  to  distinguish  these  insects  on  the 
surface  of  the  body,  and  they  prefer  to  push  themselves  beneath 
the  epidermis. 

When  Colonello  had  one  of  these  insects  under  the  micro- 
scope to  make  a  drawing,  he  observed  that  it  laid  an  e^g  of  an 
oblong  shape,  like  the  egg  of  a  pigeon. 

The  acarus  scabiei  is  described  in  form  as  resembling  a  tor- 
toise, of  a  whitish  color,  the  back  of  a  dusky  hue,  and  furnished 
with  a  few  very  flne  hairs.  The  little  animal  moves  with  great 
vivacity;  it  has  six  legs;  the  head  is  pointed,  and  armed  with 
two  small  horns  or  antennae  at  the  extremity  of  the  mouth. 

The  old-time  practice  of  bleeding  from  the  arm    and  the  ex- 
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temal  use  of  the  blue  mercurial  ointment  for  the  cure  of  itch 
have  passed  into  oblivion,  and  it  has  been  discovered  that  milder 
methods  prove  less  dangerous  and  equally  as  effectual.  I  usu- 
ally have  the  patient's  skin  thoroughly  cleansed  with  soap  and 
water,  and  apply  the  following  night  and  morning :  B.  Oil  ber- 
gamot,  Jss;  glycerine,  Sjss.     M. 

Dr.  Decaisne  recommends  as  an  instantaneous  cure  the  oil  of 
petroleum^  which,    he  states,  instantaneously   kills   a  parasite, 
while   at  the  same   time   it  is  a  disinfectant  against  the  larvae, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  wearing  apparel. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Comius  highly  recommends  a  nitro- muriatic  acid 
bath,  and  states  that  he  never  had  to  use  the  bath  a  second  time, 
unless  the  c^sease  had  become  pustulous,  and  then  but  a  few 
times.  The  nitro-muriatic  acid  bath  is  made  as  sour  as  good, 
sharp  vinegar  to  the  taste.  This  bath  has  the  advantage  over 
the  unctious  agents,  as  it  is  more  cleanly. 

M.  Biett  made  a  series  of  experiments  to  determine  what  will 
cure  the  itch  in  the  shortest  time.  Forty-one  different  prepara- 
tions were  employed.  Of  these  he  found  the  following  ointment 
cured  in  the  smallest  number  of  days:  B.  Sublimated  sulphur, 
Sj. ;  subcarbonate  potash,  Sss- ;  adeps  simplex,  ^iv.  M.,  and 
apply  morning  and  evening.  Seven  days  are  required  to  destroy 
the  acarus  scabiei,  by  which  it  is  produced. 

B.  Recent  grains  delphinium  staphysagria,  Sv. ;  adeps  sim- 
plex bul.,  Sviij.  M.  Digest  twenty- four  hours,  at  the  tempera- 
ture of  loo^,  in  a  sand-bath,  and  strain.  Friction  for  four  days 
with  this  ointment  not  only  destroys  both  these  insects  and  their 
eggs,  but  also  completely  cures  the  eruption. 


ART.  X.-  TTtarine  Examinations. — By  S.  S.  Stauksr,  M.  D. 

[continued  from  page  53.] 

I  am  well  aware  that  medical  practitioners  have  hitherto  ob 
tained  but  limited  instruction  in  most  of  the  medical  colleges  on 
the  common  ailments  of  women.  But  the  letters  of  inquiries  on 
the  strength,  already,  of  the  first  article  of  this  series  did  really 
surprise  me.  I  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  make  another 
effort  to  explain  the  difficulties  of  vaginal  and  uterine  examin- 
ations with  former  instruments. 
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In  clinical  lectures,  the  bi- valve,  tri-valve  or  Sims'  specula 
are  used  with  but  few  exceptions.  The  patients,  commonly  un- 
der ether,  are  fixed  on  appropriate  revolving  tables.  The  lect- 
urers look  and  tell  the  students  what  they  see,  repeating  this  ex- 
planation during  the  whole  rotation  of  the  table.  The  students 
are  well  aware  that  they  do  not  see  either  os,  cervix,  uterine  or 
vaginal  condition,  but  enter  their  fields  of  labor  with  the  assur- 
ance, that  with  the  same  instruments  they  can  go  to  families  and 
clear  up  the  parts  with  similar  ease  and  perfection  as  their  teach- 
ers represented  that  they  did. 

The  first  family  examination  is  usually  a  failure,  although  it 
would  not  be  well  to  inform  the  patient  or  family  of  it.  Still 
the  simplicity  and  quality  of  the  instruments  are  notf  ven  doubted. 
The  errors  are  attributed  to  the  arrangement  of  the  patient. 
Pondered  over  and  a  second  attempt  made  with  probably  no 
better  Sj^ccess,  and  so  on.  Some  persevere,  seek  and  accept  all 
probable  further  instructions,  and  thus  succeed,  whereas  others 
become  disgusted  before  or  after  they  have  drawers  full  of 
worthless  instruments,  and  slight  this  class  of  sufferers  without 
any  thought  that  the  failure  was  in  consequence  of  inferior  in- 
struments and  insufficient  instruction. 

At  a  moment'^  consideration  it  should  be  thought  that  a  physi- 
cian who  had  listened  to  at  least  two  series  of  lectures,  and 
studied  anatomy,  could  tell  a  useful  from  a  useless  specula,  and 
other  examining  instruments  from  worthless  ones ;  but  I  myself 
could  not,  and  never  saw  a  living  cervix  uteri  plainly,  until  I  had 
devised  the  present  series  of  taper  and  flesh  color  enameled. 
Although  the  explanation  seems  to  be  difficult,  the  comprehen- 
sion readily  follows  the  understanding. 

There  are  in  reality  but  two  kinds  of  specula,  the  valvular 
and  tubular.  Outside  of  this  series  no  design  of  tubular  or 
modification  had  made  its  way  inu>  general  use,  except  the  glass 
or  so-called  Ferguson's.  Physicians  at  a  start  rarely  procure 
more  than  one  of  the  latter,  and  when  they  fail  in  their  object, 
sometimes  purchase  one  or  two  other  sizes,  thus  increasing  the 
chance  of  success  somewhat  in  office  practice ;  but  in  carriage 
they  are  so  liable  to  be  broken  that  the  number  is  usually  soon 
again  reduced  to  one  or  none. 
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The  greatest  amount  of  labor  and  money  has  been  spent  on 
the  valvular  variety.  The  same  may  be  said  of  ingenuity,  if  any 
had  been  within  reach ;  if  so,  it  failed  in  ingenious  appropria- 
tion. The  first  difficulty  experienced  was  the  closing  in  of  the 
folds  of  the  vagina  on  the  view,  hence  the  quadrivalve  preceded 
the  shortened  bi-valve.  It  would  be  useless  to  dwell  on  the 
numerous  modifications  and  their  authors  who  fell  short  of  their 
mark  of  honor,  except  Dr.  3iins. 

This  engraving  representing  a  bi-valve  expanded, 
I  think  should  be  sufficiently  plain  to  show  why  no 
clear  view  in  the  vagina  can  be  had  with  any  kind 
of  a  valvular  speculum.  The  metal  soon  becomes 
^^  tarnished  and  affords  no  reflection,  still  more  so 
when  no  light  can  shine  on  it. 

The  valves  are  hinged  to  a  narrow  opening  at 
(o).  There  is  no  variety  of  sizes  in  the  valvular 
kinds,  hence  the  opening  and  valve-hinging  must 
be  -small  enough  for  virgins  and  non-para.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  overcome  even  this  by  a  screw 
arrangement  to  elongate  or  widen  the  vulva,  but 
unfortunately  for  this  theory,  woman  was  created 
before  gum-elastic  was  discovered,  and  the  vulva,  as  it  now  isi 
does  not  admit  of  forcible  expansion,  unless  by  suffering  and 
danger  of  laceration. 

In  this  engraving  the  uterus  is  shown  suspended  in  the  roof  of 
the  vagina,  but  had  to  be  turned  oblique  in  order  to  be  shown  in 
shape.  If  the  cervix  would  always  appear  in  the  center  of  the 
expanded  plates  (pp)f  and  directly  before  the  opening  (o),  a 
partial,  although  shaded  view  could  always  be  had.  But  this 
happens  only  in  exceptional  cases. 

The  cervix  and  os  most  commonly  point  downwards  towards 
the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  or  by  the  expansion  of  the  plates 
are  drawn  to  the  side  by  one  of  the  plates.  That  the  distant  eye 
cannot  view  even  the  os,  because  it  cannot  see  around  a  curve, 
is  very  plain ;  and  as  for  the  reason,  the  head  in  which  it  is  lo- 
cated obstructs  the  light,  and  at  the  same  time  obviates  the 
instrumental  examinations  and  manipulations. 
These  four  letters,  including  Dr.  Rowe's,  contain  more  infor- 
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ination  and  instruction  on  the  vaginal  examination  than  is  found 
in  any  late  text-book  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  pages.  Yet  I 
am  certain  that  careful  readers  will  still  se^  points  unexplained. 
The  silence  or  unconcern  of  the  text-books  verifies  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  that  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus  could 
not  be  cleared  up  to  be  visibly  explored.  This  is  but  one  ex- 
ample of  the  prejudice  against  new  discoveries  still  maintained 
by  a  large  portion  of  the  medical  profession. 

[the  deferred  subject  next.] 

AET,  XI.— A  Case  of  Obstetrics.— By  W.  H.  Willhoite,  M.  D.» 
Paola  Kans. 

Prof.  Pitzer  :  I  send  you  for  publication  in  the  American 
Medical  Journal  (*'if  found  worthy")  the  following  case,  to 
let  the  many  readers  of  that  valuable  journal  know  how  much 
responsibility  some  people  (and  their  name  is  legion),  who  are 
as  ignorant  of  obstetrics  as  a  Choctaw  Indian  is  of  the  science 
of  astronomy,  will  assume;  also  their  means  and  Remedies 
adopted  by  them  in  order  to  check  and  control  hemorrhage. 

Dec.  nth,  1884,  Mr.  £.  informed  me  that  in  all  probability 
my  services  would  be  required  that  night.  He  said  that  his  wife 
was  expecting  to  be  confined,  and  had  complained  the  night 
previous,  but  this  morning  she  felt  better  and  was  up.  I  went  to 
bed  that  night  ( I  generally  go  to  bed  at  night)  expecting  and 
also  dreading  to  be  called,  as  it  was  one  of  our  cold  nights.  My 
peaceful  slumbers  were  not  disturbed  that  night  or  the  following 
night ;  neither  did  I  hear  an)rthing  from  the  case  till  8  o'clock, 
December  13th,  when  a  messenger  stated  that  Mr.  £.  wanted 
me  in  a  hurry,  as  his  wife  had  been  confined,  child  born,  and  the 
woman  was  bleeding  to  death.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  I  got  there 
as  fast  as  the  rough  roads  would  let  me.  The  woman  lay  on  the 
bed,  was  pulseless,  looked  cadaverous,  and  appeared  as  if  dead. 
Flooding  still  going  on,  I  gave  her  a  teaspoonful  of  fiuid  ext. 
ergot.  Next,  I  attempted  to  make  an  examination  per  vagi  nam. 
The  granny  woman  was  at  the  vulva,  or  her  hands  rather,  push- 
ing and  holding  a  cloth  to  stop  the  blood,  she  said.  An  assistant 
was  at  each  arm  rubbing  her,  to  keep  her  alive,  they  said.  The 
granny  woman  looked  kind-o-wise-like  (imitating  some   doctor 
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that  I  have  met),  and  said  to  me  that  the  after  birth  had  grown 
fast  and  would  not  come  out,  and  that  if  she  had  not  worked 
hard  and  done  everything  she  knew,  the  woman  would  have 
died  before  I  got  there. 

I  found  a  stack  of  old  rags  and  clothes  piled  up  between  the 
woman's  legs,  about  a  wooden  bucket  or  wash-tub  full,  all  fully 
saturated  with  blood.  Well,  by  the  aid  of  the  old  lady  midwife, 
I  finally  got  there  "Eli,"  and  introduced  my  hand  and  caught 
hold  of  and  gave  the  after  birth  a  twist  and  removed  it,  all  in 
less  than  a  minute ;  the  womb  did  not  contiact  readily,  but  I  used 
the  means  generally  employed — kneading,  and  it  soon  drew  itself 
into  position ;  gave  some  more  ergot,  whiskey,  and  aromat.  spt. 
ammonia ;  left  her,  after  three  hours  hard  work,  comfortable  and 
tolerably  well  considering  everything.  The  granny  had  stuffed 
rag^  into  the  vulva,  and  as  fast  as  one  was  iilled  with  blood  she 
used  another.  She  sent  out  and  got  the  ax  and  placed  it  under 
the  bed  to  stop  the  flooding,  she  said.  She  had  heard  that  it 
would  stop  it.  I  asked  her  why  she  did'nt  smoke  the  after  birth 
out  with  "dominicker"  chicken  feathers.  I  had  heard  they  were 
good  and  had  been  used  for  that  purpose.  She  said  she  had 
never  heard  of  that. 

Puerperal  fever  set  in  on  the  third  day  and  I  visited  her  daily, 
and  sometimes  twice  per  day  till  the  26th,  when  she  was  con- 
valescent and  made  a  good  recovery,  and  is  now,  at  this  writing, 
up  and  around.  The  granny  woman  came  very  near  letting  her 
go ;  and  I  can  but  wonder  that  people  will  trust  their  lives  in  the 
hands  of  so  unskillful  a  set  as  they  generally  are.  I  suppose  that 
the  next  case  of  retained  placenta  she  attends  will  get  a  dose  of 
smoke  of  chicken  feathers.  Would  I  like  to  smell  that  case  ? 
But  this  is  now  too  lengthy,  and  I  will  stop  right  here. 

ART.ZII. — Hydrocephalus — ^Tapping. — By  J.  S.  Milleb,  M.  D. 

Thursday,  January  29,  1885,  Mrs.  Throssel  came  into  my 
office,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  with  her  seven  months' 
old  girl.  Trouble :-  Hydrocephalus.  Condition  as  follows :  Head 
measured  twenty-two  inches  in  circumference,  twelve  and  a  half 
inches  from  top  of  frontal  bone  to  base  of  occiput.  Child  had 
been  having  light  convulsions  two  or  three  times  a  day  for  nearly 
a  month,  which  were  growing  more  serious  and  lasting  longer 
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each  time ;  at  first,  only  slight  or  merely  spasmodic  jerking,  but 
developing  into  hard  acute  convulsions.  As  my  partner.  Dr. 
McQuitty,  was  away  from  home  and  would  not  return  for  a 
month  or  more,'  and  considering  longer  delay  dangerous,  I  called 
Drs.  Thornton  and  Wright  to  assist  me. 

Placing  the  baby  on  the  operating  table,  and  using  equal  parts 
of  chloroform  and  ether  as  an  anaesthetic,  introduced  a  small  tro- 
car and  canula  into  the  posterior  fontanelle,  with  the  point  di- 
rected forward  and  downward  until  it  was  in  about  two  inches. 
Then  removing  the  trocar  the  liquid  came  through  the  canula  in 
a  small  stream,  at  first  slightly  colored  with  blood,  then  clear,  un- 
til nearly  a  pint,  by  actual  measure,  had  escaped.  At  this  point 
the  baby  had  slight  convulsive  movements,  and  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  was  to  all  appearances  dying.  As  soon  as  the  convul- 
sive movements  came  on  I  withdrew  the  canula ;  the  anaesthetic 
had  been  removed  as  soon  as  liquid  began  to  escape.  After  a 
,  few  minutes  we  succeeded  in  getting  a  little  wine  and  water  into 
her  stomach ;  color  began  returning  to  her  lips.  It  was  fully  fif- 
teen minutes  before  pulse  was  perceptible  at  the  wrist.  We  op- 
erated at  I  p.  M. ;  at  2 :30  p.  m.  we  again  measured  the  head  at 
same  points  as  before  operating,  which  now  measured  nineteen 
and  ten  and  a  quarter  inches  respectively ;  at  5  p.  m.  temper- 
ature was  loi  j  ;  at  7  p.  m.,  102 ;  at  midnight,  loo^  ;  at  7  a.  m. 
next  morning,  100;  at  7  p.  m.,  ioi  ;  at  7  a.  m.  second  morning, 
99 ;  and  the  second  night  Mrs.  T.  told  me  baby  had  rested  better 
than  any  night  before  in  a  month.  On  the  fifth  day  she  was  do- 
ing so  well  I  allowed  them  to  take  her  home  in  an  adjoining 
county.  This  is  now  the  ninth  day  since  the  operation,  and  I 
have  just  had  word  from  my  little  patient  stating  she  is  doing 
fine,  and  yesterday,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  she  raised  her 
head  from  the  pillow. 

The  liquid  had  been  accumulating  from  birth.  Since  operat- 
ing, have  kept  her  bowels  and  kidneys  acting  quite  free. 

Since  in  practice,  nearly  six  years,  I  have  performed  a  great 
many  surgical  operations,  but  this  is  the  only  one  I  feel  any  extra 
pride  in. 

Ashurstsays:  ^^  Introduce  an  aspirating  needle  into  the  an- 
terior fontanelle ;"  but  for  various  reasons  I  prefered  the  trocar^ 
and  also  in  this  case  the  posterior  fontanelle. 
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BhenmatiinL— A  Splendid  Cure  witb  the  Tisfne  Bemediea.— By 
E.  H.  HoLBRooK,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md.* 

Miss  A.  W.,  loj  years  old,  was  taken  with  a  chill  on  January 
1st,  1884.  The  next  day  I  found  her  with  very  high  fever,  pulse 
120;  severe  pains  in  back  and  limbs;  nausea  and  vomiting; 
joints,  small  and  large,  greatly  inflamed ;  handsf  feet  and  limbs 
oedematous.  Could  not  bear  to  be  touched  or  moved.  Great 
sensitiveness  in  every  part  of  the  body  and  limbs.  Pains  became 
very  much  worse  at  night,  increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  her 
screams  could  be  heard  by  neighbors  on  either  side  of  the  house. 
Constant  cry  for  cold  water :  vomiting  of  food  and  drink  almost 
as  soon  as  swallowed.  Tongue  coated  yellow,  with  horrible  bit- 
ter metallic  taste.  Great  prostration.  Hereditary  gouty-rheu- 
matic and  dropsical  diathesis.  Has  had  for  some  time  back  a 
ravenous  appetite,  especially  for  sweet  things,  which  was  freely 
indulged. 

Treatment. — After  wasting  much  of  the  first  week  with  vari- 
ous remedies  with  no  improvement,  1  determined  to  adhere  to 
the  system  of  Schussler.  For  the  fever,  and  vomiting  of  food 
and  drink  and  inflammation,  I  gave  fer.  phos.  6x.  Pains  aggra- 
vated at  night,  and  rheumatic  gout,  catc.  phos.  6x.  CEdema, 
dropsy,  yellow  coated  tongue  with  bitter  taste,  sod.  sulph.  8x., 
about  ten  grains  in  a  half  goblet  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every 
other  hour  in  alternation  with  the  other  two,  which  were  given 
dry  and  at  the  same  time.  From  the  commencement  of  this 
treatment  decided  improvement  began,  and  by  the  fourteenth 
day  of  her  sickness  she  was  able  to  sit  up.  Previous  to  her  sick- 
ness she  had  become  so  stout  she  could  not  stoop  to  button  her 
shoes,  and  her  cloak  could  scarcely  be  buttoned  around  her.  In- 
deed, it  was  so  uncomfortable  buttoned  that  she  would  go  with  it 
open  almost  all  the  time.  After  her  recovery  she  was  able  to 
stoop,  and  her  cloak  could  be  lapped  several  inches. 

The  following  is  the  treatment  given  for  acute  artciular  rheu- 
matism as  a  rule:     In  the  beginning,  fer.  phos.,  until  the  fever 

^Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 
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and  inflammation  considerably  subside,  to  be  followed  by  potas. 
chloride.  If  after  this  has  been  giv^n  a  few  days  and  convale- 
scence does  not  set  in,  or  swelling  or  cracking  of  the  joints  re- 
mains, then  sod.  chloride  must  be  administered.  If  after  this 
there  remain  wandering  rheumatoid  pains  of  the  joints,  give  pot. 
sulph.     If  some  remnant  still  lingers,  calc.  phos. 

But  there  will  sometimes  have  to  be  a  deviation  from  these 
rules.  The  following  are  more  general :  Pains  felt  only  during 
motion,  fer.  phos. ;  to  be  followed  by  pot.  chlor.  Pains,  with  a 
feeling  of  numbness,  or  creeping,  or  a  sensation  of  coldness, 
worse  at  night  and  during  rest,  calc.  phos.  Laming  but  im- 
proved by  moderate  exercise,  increased  by  too  much  exercise,  and 
especially  worse  after  rising  from  a  sitting  position  (at  com- 
mencement of  motion)  also  for  sciatica,  pot.  phos.  Rheumatic- 
gouty,  pot.  chlor.,  sod.  chlor.,  calc.  phos.  Lumbago,  fer.  phos., 
calc.  phos.  Worse  in  warm  room  in  the  evening ;  better  in  the 
open,  cool  air,  pot.  sulph. 

'  The  better  I  become  acquainted  with  this  system  the  more 
pleased  I  am  with  it.  In  labor,  when  the  pains  are  too  weak  and 
irregular,  have  seen  nothing  act  more  promptly  and  effectually 
than  pot.  phos.  For  spasmodic,  crampy  pains,  mag.  phos.  is  a 
gem.  After  delivery,  fer.  phos.  where  I  used  to  give  aconite  and 
cimicifuga,  to  be  followed  or  accompanied  by  whatever  may  be 
indicated.  I  also  use  it  as  a  wash,  3X.  to  bathe  the  vulva  and  ab- 
domen, and  for  syringing  the  vagina  morning  and  night.  The 
parts  heal  quickly  under  this  treatment,  and  with  the  use  of  other 
remedies  as  indicated,  the  patient  makes  a  good  recovery. 

I  have  never  been  as  successful  treating  rheumatism  as  I  have 
been  during  the  past  winter  with  this  system.  I  have  had  several 
cases  of  it,  but  none  quite  so  bad  as  the  case  reported.  One 
case  of  five  months'  allopathic  treatment,  and  growing  worse  from 
day  to  day,  which  came  to  my  hands,  is  rapidly  recovering  the 
use  of  her  limbs  and  general  heath. 

Neuralgia. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  to  treat  a  se- 
vere case  of  neuralgia  of  the  head.  The  lady  had  come  sixty 
miles  to  attend  a  musical  entertainment,  and  was  compelled  to 
go  to  bed  on  account  of  the  pain.  After  suffering  several  hours,  I 
was  called  and   relieved   her  completely  in  an  hour  with  mag. 
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phos.  6x.,  a  dose  every  ten  minutes.  I  hope  Professors  Scudder 
and  Howe  will  not  scorn  these  remedies,  but  give  them  a  fair 
trial.  For  the  treatment  of  fresh  wounds,  fer.  phos.  cannot  be 
surpassed  by  any  remedy.  It  quickly  arrests  the  hetnorrhage  and 
heals  the  sore.  After  using  a  day  or  two,  substitute  pot.  chloride. 
These  remedies  are  to  be  used  internally  and  externally.  Often, 
if  fer.  is  used  very  freely  at  the  beginning  of  the  injury,  suppur- 
ation will  be  prevented.  It  is  superior  to  arnica  for  bruises.  Usd 
fer.  phos.  in  the  beginning  of  every  injury,  ^s  sure  to  get  pure 
remedies. 


Medical  Evidence. 

An  eminent  writer*  says:  "A  doctor  who  knows  nothing  of 
law,  and  a  lawyer  who  knows  nothing  of  medicine,  are  deficient 
in  essential  requirements  of  their  professions." 

The  object  of  jurisprudence  is  the  discovery  of  truth ;  and  the 
whole  range  of  science,  physical  and  moral  philosophy,  medi- 
cine in  its  widest  sense,  everything  which  experience  has  estab- 
lished or  can  discover,  are  rendered  subservient  to  justice. 
While  there  are  no  limits  to  the  sources  and  objects  of  evidence, 
certain  rules  have  been  adopted  which  restrict  its  admission. 
These  rules  are  rigid,  and  are  too  numerous  and  complicated  to 
be  discussed  here. 

An  expert  is  selected  by  the  court,  or  the  parties  concerned, 
for  his  supposed  special  knowledge  or  skill  in  particular  matters 
to  which  he  is  to  testify,  or  make  a  report  embodying  his 
opinions. 

I  cannot  better  define  the  duties  and  requirements  of  the  expert 
than  to  quote  full  from  Elwell : 

'^  Extra  knowledge  on  questions  of  science,  skill,  trade,  busi- 
ness, or  other  matters  requiring  special  knowledge,  qualifies  the 
person  thus  informed  to  give  opinions  in  courts  of  justice.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  general  rule  that  the  witness  must  confine  him-: 
self  to  facts,  and  leave  the  conclusions  of  those  facts  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  court  or  jury  under  oath.  An  opinion  is  the  judg- 
ment which  the  mind  forms  on  any  proposition,  sta^tement, 
theory,  or  event,  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  which  is  supported  by 

*  David  Paul  Brown. 
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a  degree  of  evidence  that  renders  it  probable,  but  does  not  con- 
stitute absolute  knowledge,  truth,  or  certainty. 

''  These  opinions  or  conclusions  of  judgment,  which  make  up 
such  opinions  of  experts,  are  the  same  in  substance  as  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury  or  judgment  of  a  court,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  the  opinion  of  such  jury  or  court  as  to  what  is  established 
by  the  facts  in  the  case.  This  conclusion  or  opinion,  in  the  lat- 
ter case,  is  given  under  the  sanction  of  an  oath ;  so  is  that  of  an 
expert.  There  is  this  difference,  however,  in  the  two  cases.  The 
court  or  jury  is  under  oath  while  they  are  making  up  their  opin- 
ions upon  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  these  facts,  upon  which  the 
opinion  is  predicated,  are  also  submitted  to  the  minds  of  counsel 
and  parties.  The  facts  are  also  given  by  the  common  witness 
tinder  oath  upon  which  the  jury  or  court  makes  up  an  opinion. 
The  expert,  on  the  other  hand,  comes  to  the  results  constituting 
his  opinion,  which  is  to  be  received  in  evidence,  from  his  own 
private  study,  observation  and  reflection.  He  is  not  under  oath 
when  he  weighs  his  facts ;  and,  however  anxious  he  may  be  to 
arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  he  is  not  under  the  significant  and 
impressive  obligation  of  an  oath  to  do  so ;  and,  though  the  facts 
upon  which  the  witness'  opinion  is  based  may  be  called  for  by 
counsel,  yet,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  jury  or  the  court  will  understand  them." 

Importance  of  Medical  Rvidence, — No  man,  be  he  profes- 
sional or  layman,  is  properly  qualified  to  appear  as  a  witness 
without  some  knowledge  of  his  duties  and  the  rights  pertaining 
thereto. 

The  medical  man,  as  a  witness,  is  subjected  to  the  most  rigid 
criticism  as  to  what  he  says,  how  he  says  it,  and  why  he  says  it, 
and  also  to  all  the  influences  that  may  have  a  bearing  upon  it. 
This  criticism  comes,  not  only  from  the  opposing  counsel,  but 
also  from  the  party  by  whom  he  is  called,  and  he  is  thus  placed, 
as  it  were,  between  two  fires,  from  which  he  is  fortunate  if  he 
escapes  without  being  wounded,  and  especially  so  if  he  is  an 
important  witness. 

Ignorance  or  deception  may  triumph  in  the  sick-room,  where 
it  is  not  cross-examined,  while  in  open  court  it  can  find  no  pro- 
tection and  must  be  exposed.     The  medical  witness  must  under- 
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8tan4  the  general  rules  of  evidence,  without  which  he  is  sure  to 
meet  with  interruptions,  and  chagrin,  if  not  disgrace.  No  one 
should  presume  to  enlighten  the  court  and  jury  in  a  difficult  case, 
unless  he  is  able  to  do  so.  He  may  be  compelled  to  attend  court, 
like  other  witnesses,  but  no  witness  is  compelled  to  testify  to 
what  he  don't  know,  and  if  he  is  not  qualified,  the  safe  and  hon- 
orable course  is  to  acknowledge  it. 

Duties  and  Resfonsibilities  of  Medical  Witnesses, — ^While 
works  on  medical  jurisprudence  must  be  studied  and  analyzed,  it 
is  not  in  them  that  the  medical  witness  will  find  the  directions 
that  he  needs  to  prepare  him  for  the  important  duties  of  making 
up  and  giving  opinions  that  are  to  be  received  as  facts  by  the 
court  and  jury. 

In  a  report  made  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
writer,  in  speaking  of  the  medical  witness,  uses  the  following 
language:  '^  If,  however,  he  concludes  to  form  an  opinion  and 
testify,  there  are  certain  rules  and  regulations  which  he  should 
adopt,  not  only  to  give  force  to  his  testimony,  but  for  his  own 
protection. 

^*  I.  He  should  listen  attentively  to  the  testimony  as  to  all 
the  facts  in  the  case,  and  avail  himself  of  every  authentic  means 
of  forming  a  correct  opinion. 

^*  2.  He  should  studiously  guard  Against  being  biased,  either 
by  popular  clamor,  or  because  he  is  called  by  one  side  rather 
than  the  other. 

''  3.  The  medical  witness  is  not  to  take  into  consideration  the 
influence  which  his  testimony  may  have  on  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar  or  the  case  under  consideration. 

^^4.  The  expert  is  called  to  testify  as  to  the  bearing  of  the 
testimony  given,  and  though  he  may  have  his  own  doubts  of  the 
truth  of  the  testimony,  yet,  if  it  stands  unimpeached,  he  must 
receive  it  as  truth. 

''5.  A  medical  witness  should  not  assume  the  province  of 
the  jury.  ^ 

''6.  The  medical  witness  should  have  his  mind  fully  pre- 
pared, before  taking  the  stand,  as  to  what  he  can  testify  to  and 
his  reasons,  if  they  are  required." 

The  medical  witness  is  rarely  called  upon  to  testify  to  facts, 


112  Abstraets. 

as  gathered  by  the  exercise  of  his  senses ;  but  to  give  the  deduc- 
tions drawn  from  the  facts  given  by  others.  These  facts  may  be 
new  to  him,  and  maybe  drawn  from  any  part  of  the  wide  domain 
of  science ;  yet  he  may  be  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion,  with 
no  time  for  reflection  or  for  reference  to  authority,  while  coun- 
sel who  manage  the  case  have  plenty  of  time  to  familiarize  them- 
selves with  the  authorities,  and  with  all  the  evidence  bearing 
upon  the  case.  The  common  witness  has  simply  to  state  the 
facts  within  his  personal  knowledge,  but  the  medical  witness 
must  know  the  facts  first,  constituting  the  case,  upon  which  his 
opinion  is  desired;  he  must  apply  to  these  facts  his  special 
knowledge,  and  from  this  reach  a  conclusion  in  his  own  mind, 
and  give  this  opinion  to  the  jury.  He  should  never  permit  him- 
self to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  while  upon  the  stand. 

Before  answering  a  hypothetical  question,  the  witness  should 
weigh  evewy  word,  and  see  that  there  is  no  confusion  or  contra- 
diction of  terms  or  language,  and  then  confine  his  answer 
closely  to  the  supposed  case.  The  courts  require  a  hypothetical 
question  to  contain  only  facts  that  are  in  the  case,  and  the  expert  ' 
says  what  they  prove  scientifically. 

If  the  question  involves  an  impossibility,  as  it  sometimes  does, 
the  witness  should  decline  to  answer  until  a  definite  case  is  put. 
— Afed,  Record. 


Sulphide  of  Calcium  to  prevent  Suppuration  in  Small-pox  and 
Chioken-poz. 

Surgeon-Major  C.  J.  Peters,  of  the  British  army  in  India  (^In- 
dian Medical  Gazette)^  relates  a  number  of  cases  in  which  he 
succeeded  in  preventing  the  suppuration  of  the  cutaneous  les- 
ions, and  therefore  the  secondary  fever  of  small-pox,  some  years 
ago,  by  the  local  use  of  a  mixture  of  the  pentasulphide  and  the 
hyposulphite  of  calcium  (commonly  called  sulphide  of  calcium) 
prepared  by  boiling  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  quicklime  and  half 
a  pound  of  sulphur  in  five  imperial  pints  of  water  until  the  liquid 
was  reduced  to  three  pints  in  measurement,  when  it  was  filtered 
and  kept  in  glass-stoppered  bottles.  If  ordinary  well  or  river 
water  is  used,  a  white  precipitate  is  liable  to  form  in  three  or  four 
days,  while   the   solution   loses  its   color  and  is  no  longer  effi- 
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cacious ;  it  should  therefore  be  freshly  prepared  in  quantities  only 
sufficient  for  three  or  four  days'  use.  It  is  appliec)  to  the  affected 
parts  two  ar  three  times  a  day,  with  a  feather,  taking  care  that 
none  of  it  gets  into  the  eyes.  As  a  rule,  the  pocks  thus  treated 
did  not  suppurate,  but  withered  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
days.  The  author  believes  that  the  lotion  acts  by  destroying  the 
germes  of  the  disease,  preventing  suppuration,  and  guarding 
against  the  complication  that  results  from  blood-poisoning.  He 
would  now  combine  its  use  with  the  internal  employment  of  the 
drug. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 


in  Kiasing. 

At  a  county  medical  meeting  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  last  Tuesday , 
Dr.  M.  O.  Terry  presented  a  paper  on  ^^  Kissing  as  a  Medium  of 
Communicating  Disease,"  which  read  as  follows: 

Lives  are  daily  sacrificed  and  diseases  are  daily  communicated 
by  the  promiscuous  habit  of  kissing.  As  a  custom  it  should  be 
abandoned  among  women  in  their  greetings. 

It  is  within  my  own  remembrance  that  a  boy  was  suddenly 
stricken  down  with  that  dreadful  malady,  diphtheria.  The 
mother  kissed  the  son  most  affectionately,  but  it  was  the  kiss  of 
deatb  for  her.  I  have  no  doubt  other  physicians  have  noted 
similar  observations. 

In  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  fireside,  when  death  has  laid  its 
relentless  hands  on  one  of  its  members,  the  common  practice  of 
kissing  is  liable  to  induce  septicaemia,  and  thus  other  precious 
lives  be  exposed  to  the  venomous  sting  of  death.  As  you  can 
see  more  easily  the  action  of  a  drug  when  given  in  a  large  dose, 
so  you  will  see  more  pointedly  the  danger  arising  from  kissing  by 
giving  an  illustration  of  a  malignant  disease. 

There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  in  regard  to 'the  inoculability  and 
infectiousness  of  consumption.  It  is  not  an  established  fact  that 
]t  is  not  contagious.  When  you  remember  that  more  die  by  its 
insidious  hands  than  from  any  other  cause,  but  few  families  or 
relatives  of  families  can  be  exempt  from  it.  This  being  true, 
should  not  persons  visiting  such  unfortunate  individuals  do  away 
with  the  accustomed  mode  of  greeting  by  kissing?  A  disease 
which  has  resisted  the  treatment  of  the  most  skilled  up  to  the 
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present  day  should  be  prevented  if  possible.  Is  human  life  to  be 
sacrficed  for  the  sake  of  conforming  to  a  custom  ?  Change  the 
custom,  and  other  ways  of  greeting  will  be  equally  popular  and 
much  more  sensible  and  safe.  The  bacillus  of  phthisis  is  a  mi- 
nute form  of  organized  life,  which  acts  so  subtly  that  the  intro- 
duction of  it  into  the  system  would  not  be  manifested  by  any 
immediate  symptoms.  As  surely  as  a  '^little  leaven  leaveneth 
the  whole  lump,"  just  as  surely  will  the  microscopical  germs 
multiply  in  the  system  in  the  most  marvelous  manner.  Soon 
there  will  be  a  hacking  cough,  some  elevation  of  the  tempera- 
ture, hoarseness  or  shallow  voice,  and  the  work  of  destruction 
now  noticeable  goes  on  until  its  victim  can  no  longer  resist  its  in- 
vasion, and  death  claims  the  victory.  There  is  a  disease  more 
terrible  than  the  two  previously  mentioned.  It  is  peculiar  to  no 
grade  in  the  social  world  ;  it  is  handed  down  ''unto  the  third  and 
fourth  generation,"  when  it  gets  thoroughly  seated  in  the  system, 
unless  treatment  be  continued  for  years.  It  is  more  terrible  than 
cancer,  for  that  is  not  hereditary.  It  is  constitutionally  destruc- 
tive, while  cancer  is  more  locally  so.  It  eats  away  the  palate, 
destroys  the  hearing,  softens  and  disintegrates  bones,  and  in  its 
hereditary  descent  produces  malformations  of  brain  and  body. 
It  is  known  as  syphilis.  It  exists  very  eztenRively  in  this  country, 
but  more  so  in  other  parts  of  the  globe.  A  person  may  have  the 
appearance  of  health,  yet  the  system  may  be  poisoned  by  it. 
Such  a  person  kissing  another  upon  the  lips  free  from  the  dis- 
ease could  communicate  it.  Every  physician  has  seen  thbse  cases 
in  hospitals  or  in  private  practice.  Laying  aside  the  question  of 
heredity,  a  dissolute  husband  may  convey  it  to  his  wife,  and  she 
in  turn  to  her  children  or  lady  friends  through  kissing. 


Treatment  of  Cholera. 

In  view  of  the  expected  visit  of  the  cholera  to  this  country 
during  the  coming  y^ar,  any  contribution  to  medical  literature, 
bearing  upon  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  should  receive  careful 
and  earnest  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  medical  profession. 

By  the  researches  of  Dr.  Koch,  it  is  now  known  that  acids  are 
most  useful  to  kill  the  cholera  microbe,  and  have  been  success- 
fully employed  by  the  profession  in  Europe. 
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Dr.  Chas.  Gatchell,  of  Chicago,  in  his  ^'Treatment  of  Chol- 
era," says:  ''As  it  is  known  that  the  cholera  microbe  does  not 
flourish  in  acid  solutions,  it  would  be  well  to  slightly  acidulate 
the  drinking  water.  This  may  be  done  by  adding  to  each  glass 
of  water  half  a  teaspoonful  of  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate.  This 
will  not  only  render  the  water  of  an  acid  reaction,  but  also  ren- 
der boiled  water  more  agreeable  to  the  taste.  It  may  be  sweet- 
ened if  desired.  The  Acid  Phosphate,  taken  as  recommended, 
will  also  tend  to  invigorate  the  system  and  correct  debility,  thus 
giving  increased  power  of  resistance  to  disease.  It  is  the  acid  of 
the  system,  a  product  of  the  gastric  functions,  and  hence,  will 
not  create  that  disturbance  liable  to  follow  the  use  of  mineral 
acids." 

The  following  case  is  reported  from  Bangkok,  Siam,  and  may 
be  relied  on  as  authentic :  About  three  months  ago  a  native 
was  attacked  with  cholera.  An  American  Missionary  attended 
him,  and  administered  all  medicines  he  could,  but  at  last  the  man 
was  so  far  gone  that  they  gave  up  all  hopes  of  recovery,  and 
would  do  no  more.  Relatives  of  the  patient  begging  the  .doctor 
not  to  give  him  up  as  lost,  the  doctor  thought  of  Horsford's  Acid 
Phosphate.  After  the  second  dose  the  patient  commenced  to  re- 
vive, and  in  six  hours  after,  he  was  pronounced  out  of  danger. 


Uterine  Siaeasas. 

The  i^reat  prevalence  of  uterine  diseases  is  well  known  to 
ewery  physician,  and  hence  any  remedy  of  real  value  in  the 
treatment  of  that  class  of  diseases  is  hailed  with  delight  by  every 
genuine  disciple  of  ^sculapius.  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  un- 
solicited to  give  the  profession  the  results  of  my  experience  with 
Aletris  cordial,  as  prepared  by  the  Rio  Chemical  Co.,  of  this 
city  (of  which  Mr.  Richardson,  of  the  well-known  wholesale 
drug  house  of  the  Richardson  Drug  Co.,  is  president).  The  re- 
markable and  uniform  success  following  the  administration  of 
this  cordial  in  diseases  peculiar  to  females,  certainly  entitles  it  to 
the  name  of  Uterine  Tonic  and  Restorative.  In  dysmenorrhoea 
I  have  found  it  to  be  the  ''  right  thing  in  the  right  place."  In 
my  practice  it  has  proven  also  eminently  successful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  amenorrhcsa,  given  in  doses  of  one  to  two  teaspoonfuls 
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three  times  a  day — no  remedy  in  my  knowledj^e  is  more  reliable 
when  this  disease  is  uncomplicated.     The  menstjnial  flow  (when 
not  caused  by  pregnancy  or  mechanical  obstruction)  is  usually 
restored   in   such  a  natural   manner  that  the  patient  is  scarcely 
aware  that  it  is  caused  by  the  action  of  medicine.     Of  course  if 
complications  exist,  auxiliary  remedies  will  be  needed.     It  may 
seem   strange   for   me  to   say  that  the  Aletris  cordial  has  also 
proven  itself  to  be  a'  remedy  of  rare  value  in  menorrhagia,  but 
this  action  of  the  remedy  can  be  readily  accounted  for,  when  the 
fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  *'  it  restores  normal  action  to 
the  uterus,*  and  imparts  vicror  to  the  entire  uterine  system,"  and 
therefore    must   be  valuable  in  either  irregular,   painful,    sup- 
pressed, or  excessive  menstruation.     That  it  is  a  special  tonic  to 
the  reproductive  organs  there  is  no  doubt.     It  can  be  called  re- 
storative because  it  invigorates  the  appetite,  promotes  digestion 
and  assimilation,  aud  thus  improves  the  quality  of  the  blood  and 
builds  up  the  general  health.     The  spasms  of  the  hysterical  fe- 
male can  generally  be  controlled  by  the  use  of  the  Aletris  cor- 
dial alone,  but  sometimes  the  bromides  or  celerina  may  be  re- 
quired to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  it.     If  there  is  prolapsus 
uteri,  inversion  or  retroversion,  it  is  obvious  that  the  womb  should 
be  replaced,  and  the  cordial  should  be  given  until  the  tone  of  the 
uterine  and  general  system   is  restored.     When  combined  with 
celerina  in  equal  proportions,  and  administered  in  teaspoonful 
doses  four  times  a  day,  it  is  a  remedy  of  peculiar  value  in  the 
treatment  of  sterility  and  impotence  in  the  female.     The  restor- 
ation of  the  sexual  appetite  is  the  sequent  of  the  restoration  of 
the  organs  to  perform  the  healthy  functions  assigned  them  by 
nature.     For  correcting  the  tendency  to  miscarriage  the  Aletris 
cordial,  in  my  experience,  has  no  equal  in  the  materia  medica — 
when  the  womb  has  aborted  for  years  successively,  its  continued 
use  has  carried  cases  through  the  full  period  of  gestation.  Where 
women  have  aborted    during  previous  pregnancies,  the  Aletris 
cordial  should  certainly  be  continuously  administered  during  the 
entire   period   of  gestation.     This   remedy   can   usually  be  de- 
pended on  alone  to  cure  ordinary  vaginal  leucorrhoea,   but,  in 
severe  cases,  an  injection  of  a  solution  of  Kennedy's  Pinus  Can- 
adensis (say  one  ounce  pinus,  water   one-half  pint)  should  be 
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used  at  the  same  time.  As  a  special  tonic  to  the  uterine  system, 
and  therefore  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  all  forms  of  womb 
debility,  the  practitioner  who  gives  the  preparation  a  fair  trial 
will  find  no  remedy  deserving  of  greater  confidence.  To  hold 
up  my  opinion  of  the  remedy,  based  on  my  own  clinical  experi- 
ence With  ily  I  will  say,  that  in  all  diseases  arising  from  uterine 
derangements,  the  Aletris  cordial  is  the  remedy  indicated. 

P.  A.  Medlin,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 
904  S.  4th  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


niinois  State  Board  of  Health. — An  Extract  from  Gov.  John 
M.  Hamilton's  Message. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  which  was  in  its  inception  very 
difficult  to  establish  by  legislative  enactment,  has  steadily  grown 
in  usefulness  and  popular  favor,  until  now  it  is  one  of  the  most 
important  bureaus  of  the  State  government.  By  reason  of  the 
able  management  of  its  members,  and  especially  of  its  secretary, 
the  medical  profession  of  the  State  has  been  very  much  elevated 
and  improved.  Incompetent  beginners  have  been  prevented 
from  practicing.  The  grade  of  medical  education  required  for 
practice  has  been  raised  to  a  respectable  and  safe  standard,  while 
mountebanks  and  quacks  have  been  driven  from  the  practice  of 
their  wiles  and  deceptions  on  the  people  of  this  State.  The 
health  of  the  citizens  and  their  protection  from  inroads  of  con- 
tagious and  epidemic  diseases  have  been  faithfully  and  carefully 
watched.  Rules  for  sanitary  care  and  regulation  and  instruction 
as  to  prevention  and  cure  of  prevalent  and  especially  dangerous 
diseases,  have  also  been  so  successfully  published  and  promul- 
gated that  it  is  believed  thousands  of  lives  have  been  saved. 

The  recommendations  which  will  be  made  to  the  General  As- 
sembly by  the  Board  of  Health  for  amendments  to  the  laws  by 
which  it  is  constituted  and  operated,  should  be  carefully  consid- 
ered and  needful  changes  made.  The  regular  appropriation  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  this  Board  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1884,  was  $9,000,  but  this  amount  was  found  too  small 
by  $606.94,  which  was  made  up  from  fees  and  other  receipts. 
The  regular  appropriation  for  ordinary  expenses  should  be  $22,- 
500,  at  least.     A  very  important  subject  for  the  consideration  of 
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the  General  Assembly  presents  itself  in  this  connection.  Asiatic 
cholera  has,  during  the  past  year,  made  fearful  ravages  among 
the  population  of  European  countries,  especially  in  Spain,  Italy 
and  France.  According  to  the  usual  history  of  this  scourge,  its 
course  runs  westward  around  the  world.  The  chances  of  its 
reaching  this  country  next  summer  are  very  great,  and  its  fright- 
ful visitation  to  the  United  States  can  only  be  prevented  by  ex- 
treme vigilance  on  the  part  of  both  the  national  government  and 
the  States  of  the  Union  in  enforcing  thorough  quarantine  and 
sanitary  regulations.  The  State  of  Illinois  should  be  thoroughly 
prepared  to  meet  this  contingency  through  the  agency  of  its 
Board  of  Health  under  proper  regulations,  and  equipped  with 
an  adequate  appropriation  to  meet  all  emergencies.  To  com- 
pletely quarantine  the  State  of  Illinois  and  protect  it  all  along 
the  eastern,  southern  and  north-eastern  frontier  by  systematic  in- 
spection at  railroad  crossings  and  boat  landings  would,  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  cost  from 
$80,000  to  $85,000,  if  this  State  were  acting  alone  in  the  mat- 
ter. But  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  National  government  will 
do  its  whole  duty  in  the  matter,  and  that  other  states  east  of  us 
will  co-operate  in  protective  measures,  so  that  a  much  less  sum 
will  have  to  be  provided  by  this  State  for  the  contingency.  There- 
fore, I  suggest  that  a  contingent  appropriation  of  $40,000  be 
made,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  be  used  on 
approval  of  the  Governor  only  in  case  of  approach  of  cholera  or 
other  ravaging  disease  threatening  the  lives  and  health  of  large 
portions  of  the  people  of  the  State. 


Chloroform  Treatment  of  Tapeworm. 

We  have  received  several  communications  upon  the  above 
subject.  Dr.  John  H.  Thompson,  of  this  city,  writes:  *'Chloro- 
form  is  not  a  dangerous  remedy  for  tapeworm,  if  properly 
used ;  but  where  any  one  gives  a  dose  six  times  as  large  as  neces- 
sary, of  a  deadly  drug,  then  it  may  become  dangerous.  I  have 
thirteen  feet  of  tasnia  solium,  with  the  head,  that  came  from  a 
patient  March  27,  1870,  after  having  suffered  with  it  for  fifteen 
years,  and  been  to  London  and  Paris  to  be  treated  for  it.  I,  too, 
had  pumpkin  seeds,  filix  mas,  and  some  other  remedies,  but  sue- 
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ceeded  with :  B.  Chloroform! ,  3] ;  simple  syrup,  3]«  M.  One- 
third  given  at  7,  9  and  11  o'clock,  followed  at  12  o'clock  by  ol. 
ricini,  3j.,  and  the  worm  came  at  1 130  p.  m.  from  the  happiest 
man  I  ever  saw.  I  had  caused  my  patient  to  fast  absolutely 
for  the  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  taking  my  prescription,  ex- 
cept allowing  him  to  chew  slippery  elm  bark.  I  have  used  the 
remedy  in  the  same  manner  since  with  success."  Dr.  F.  H. 
Enders,  of  Wailuku,  Sandwich  Islands,  writes:  ^^I  have 
treated  five  cases  of  tapeworm  at  the  Malulani  Hospital  success- 
fully with  the  following:  R.  Chloroform,  fl.  ext.,  filix  mas, 
aa  3j. ;  emuls.  ol.  ricini,  ^W].  M.  To  be  taken  in  the  early 
morning.  No  food  allowed  until  thorough  action  of  the  bowels. 
The  entire  worm  was  brought  away  in  each  case,  with  no  un- 
pleasant results."  Dr.  Charles  H.  French,  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  writes  that  he  succeeded  with  the  following:  B.  Olei. 
tiglii,  gtt.  j. ;  chloroform,  3j.  syrup  glycyrrhiza,  3j.  M. — Med. 
Record, 


Why  Trousseau  was  Miserable. 

Dr.  Marion  Sims,  in  his  autobiography,  gives  the  following 
interesting  account  of  Trousseau:  "Trousseau  was  one  of  the 
gp'eatest  physiqians  of  the  age  —  a  man  endowed  with  physical 
beauty,  as  well  as  fine  intellect,  the  philosophic  physician,  the 
classical  litterateur,  the  elegant  teacher,  the  successful  practi- 
tioner. He  was  without  a  rival.  I  had  never  known  such  a 
grand  man,  who  was  purely  a  physician,  and  yet  he  was  a  very 
miserable  man ;  and  why  ?  Had  he  not  reached  the  highest  dis- 
tinction in  his  profession  ?  Was  he  not  exhibited  as  the  highest 
authority  in  medicine  all  over  the  world?  His  lectures  were 
translated  into  all  languages ;  and  then  he  was  the  leading  prac- 
titioner, the  great  consultant,  the  fashionable  doctor  in  Paris,  and 
had  accumulated  a  large  fortune.  Everybody  spoke  well  of  him ; 
everyl>ody  admired  him  as  a  man;  his  private  character  was 
above  all  reproach;  he  had  no  children  whom  he  could  not 
recognize  as  his  own.  As  the  world  saw  the  man,  they  had  the 
right  to  think  and  to  see  that  he  ought  to  be  one  of  the  happiest 
of  men.  True,  he  was  not  Court  physician ;  but  every  other 
ambition  of  his  life  had  been  fully  gratified,  and  yet  he  was  un- 
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happy ;  and  why  ?     His  wife  was  an  elegant  and  accomplished 
woman,  of  great  beauty  and  fine  intellect ;  but  they  were  sepa- 
rated.    He  had  a  daughter,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  in 
Paris,  who  married  a  man  too  much  her  senior.     They  were  in- 
compatible, and  separated.     He  had  an  only  son,  who  was  a 
scapegrace.     He  was  a  gambler  and  everything  else  that  was 
bad.     His  father  was  worried  to  death  with  his  dissoluteness  and 
foolish  extravagance,  and  had  to  pay  enormous  sums  of  money 
to  extricate  him  from  his  disgraceful  orgies  and  gambling  com- 
plications.   He  was  married  to  a  fine  woman,  who  ought  to  have 
made  any  man  happy,  but  he  neglected  and  made  her  miserable. 
*         *         *         Trousseau  had  not  seen  his  son  for  a  long 
time  before  he  died.     About  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  before 
this  event,  his  son  went  to  one  of  the   gambling  hells  of  Paris 
and  lost  all  his  money  and  more  than  he  could  pay  besides.     His 
poor  father  died  soon  afer  this,  and  his  unworthy  son  saw  a  no- 
tice of  his  death  in  a  London  paper  the  next  day,  and  I  saw  the 
tall,  handsome,  wretched  man  bending,   heartbroken,   over   his 
good  father's  coffin  in  the  Madeleine,  whence  he  followed  it  to 
its  final  resting  place  in  the  P^re  La  Chaise.     We  are   happy  or 
unhappy  in  this  life  as  our  children  choose  to  make  us." — Afed, 
Record, 


Lis  to  Prevent  Bzoessive  Desire  for  Copulation. 

In  the  case  of  a  man  who  from  a  persistent  desire  to  have  in- 
tercourse with  his  wife,  even  during  the  day.  Dr.  Folsom  reports 
in  the  Med.  World  the  successful  action  of  digitalis  as  a  com- 
plete depressor  of  venereal  appetite.  He  prescribed  it  in  ten 
drop  doses,  but  the  efficient  point  was  attained  only  after  a  tea- 
spoonful  at  a  dose  was  reached,  which  abolished  the  power  to 
cause  erections,  though  it  did  not  prevent  the  amative  desire. 
In  another  case  a  young  man  wanted  something  that  would  en- 
able him  to  hold  his  passion  in  check.  The  digitalis  was  pre- 
scribed for  him  also,  commencing  with  ten  drops,  gradually  in- 
creasing the  dose  until  the  desired  effect  was  obtained,  which 
required  teaspoonful  doses,  as  in  the  previous  case.  Dr.  F.  pre- 
scribes it  in  insanity  resulting  from  self-abuse. —  Western  Medu 
cat  Reporter. 
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Alire  in  her  CoAn. 

A  terrible  affair  has  just  come  to  light  on  the  levels  near 
Okonoko.  Mary  Cox,  a  well-known  and  popular  young  lady 
residing  near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Capon  River,  was  taken 
violently  ill.  The  physician  diagnosed  the  case  as  one  of  neu- 
ralgia of  the  stomach,  and  prescribed  morphia.  A  dose  was 
administered  at  once,  and  another  was  left,  with  instructions  to 
give  it  in  twenty-four  hours.  For  some  as  yet  unexplained  rea- 
son the  second  dose  was  given  in  a  very  short  time.  In  an  hour 
or  two  after,  the  death  of  Miss  Cox  was  announced,  and  neigh- 
bors prepared  the  body  for  burial,  and  two  days  later  the  de- 
ceased was  interred.  At  the  funeral  one  lady  insisted  that  Miss 
Cox  was  not  dead,  and  begged  that  a  physician  be  sent  for. 
That  night  the  dogs  of  a  man  living  near  the  graveyard  stationed 
themselves  near  the  tomb,  and  kept  up  a  persistent  howling. 
The  neighbors  talked,  and  the  next  day  the  g^ave  was  opened', 
when,  to  the  horror  of  all,  it  was  found  that  the  girl  had  been 
buried  alive.  The  coffin  presented  a  terrible  sight.  The  lining 
was  torn  from  the  sides  of  the  casket ;  the  pillow  was  in  shreds ; 
and  the  poor  girl  had  literally  stripped  the  clothing  from  her 
body.  Her  hands  and  arms  were  torn  and  bloody ;  the  lips  were 
bitten  through ;  and  handsful  of  hair  lay  about.  The  girl  had 
come  to,  and  evidently  a  frightful  struggle  to  escape  followed. 
The  affair  fills  the  community  with  horror. — Exchange. 


Therapeutic  Applications  of  Cocaine  Hydrochlorate. 

We  are  constantly  in  receipt  of  communications  from  corres- 
pondents calling  attention  to  the  efficacy  of  cocaine  in  hyper- 
aesthetic  and  irritable  conditions  of  the  mucous  membranes.  The 
following  cases  are  reported : 

Irritable  Bladder, — Dr.  Sara  E.  Post,  of  New  York,  writes : 
^^Two  weeks  ago  I  employed  cocaine  for  an  irritable  bladder, 
with  almost  constant  micturition,  which  four  grains  of  the  ex- 
tract of  opium,  given  per  rectum  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours, 
did  not  control.  By  means  of  the  Cushier  intra-uterine  syringe 
ten  to  fifteen  drops  of  the  two  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  were 
injected,  so  as  to  bathe  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  urethra 
over  its  whole  extent.     The  relief  was  immediate.     The  patient 
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did  not  micturate  .for  an  hour  after  the  application,  and  not  more 
frequently  than  once  in  forty-five  minutes  during  the  night.  The 
previous  condition  did  not  recur." 

Asthma. — Dr.  Post  relates  another  case  of  a  woman,  sixty 
years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  from  asthma  for  many  years.  She 
presented  herself  at  the  clinic  for  general  medicine  at  the  New 
York  Infirmary  during  an  attack.  Examination  showed  a  catar- 
rhal condition  of  the  naso-pharyngeal  mucous  membrane,  and 
thinking  that  the  dyspnoea  might  be  the  expression  of  a  nasal  re- 
flex. Dr.  Post  painted  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  and 
throat  with  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine.  Within  ten  min- 
utes the  spasm  was  relieved  and  respiration  became  easy  and  in- 
audible. The  patient  was  afterward  treated  with  local  applica- 
tions of  tannin  and  glycerine,  and  the  asthma  has  not  returned. 
This  result  would  seem  to  argue  well  for  the  use  of  cocaine  in 
the  paroxysms  of  asthma  occuring  in  hay  fever. 

Pruritus  vulvce. — ^Dr.  Sarah  J.  McNutt,  of  238  East  30th 
Street,  writes:  '^I  have  under  my  care  a  patient  who  suffers 
from  an  exaggerated  pruritis  vulvae,  associated  with  a  peculiarly 
atrophied  condition  of  the  parts.  AH  of  the  usual  remedies  had 
been  tried  with  but  little  relief  at  any  time,  and  frequently  with 
apparent  aggravation  of  the  trouble.  This  patient  came  to  me  a 
few  days  ago  meditating  upon  self-destruction,  her  agony  was  so 
g^eat.  A  four  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  painted  over  the 
parts  gave  almost  immediate  relief,  the  patient  remarking,  '  I 
have  now  no  sensation,  not  even  the  sense  of  soreness,  from  the 
rubbing  and  scratching  which  has  been  done.'  The  physician's 
satisfaction  was  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  patient,  her  treatment 
had  been  such  a  care." 


The  Treatment  of  Bingworm. 

In  an  article  in  the  British  Medical  yournal^  Mr.  Alder 
Smith  recommends  a  solution  of  chrysophanic  acid  in  chloroform 
as  an  application  to  ringworm.  The  chloroform  dissolves  the 
fatty  matter  in  the  hair  follicles,  and  thus  allows  the  acid  to  get 
to  the  parasite.  The  hair  should  be  closely  clipped.  The 
strength  used  is  seven  grains  of  the  acid  to  the  ounce  of  chloro- 
form.—  T^e  Louisville  Med.  your. 
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Aetion  of  Salicylate  of  Soda  npon  the  TJtemi. 

The  action  of  salicylate  of  soda  upon  the  uterus  has  been 
carefully  studied  by  M.  Balette,  in  a  thesis  {youmal  de  Mid,  ei 
de  Ckir.  Prat.  Nov.,  1884)  in  which  he  notes  some  effects  that 
are  little  known.  In  dysmenorrhoea,  4  to  6  gramnries  (3j — ^jss) 
taken  in  three  doses  often  calms  the  pain  in  a  quarter  or  half  an 
hour,  and  facilitates  the  establishment  of  the  flow.  This  fact 
had  been  previously  observed  by  M.  Sabalowski. 

M.  Balette  cites  several  instances  of  a  menorrhagic  tendency 
caused  by  this  drug,, which  had  also  been  previously  observed  by 
M.  Bucquoy.  He  explains  this  by  the  fact  that  this  disease  has 
a  tendency  to  cause  other  forms  of  hemorrhage  as  well  (hema- 
turia, epistaxis,  etc.). 

While  salicylate  x>f  soda  has  been  accused  of  causing  abor- 
tions, the  results  are  conflicting.  According  to  M.  Balette' s 
experience,  this  remedy,  given  in  moderate  therapeutic  doses,  is 
not  abortifacient.  Still  it  is  necessary  to  use  caution  in  admin- 
istering it  to  pregnant  women,  as  some  are  predisposed  to  abor- 
tion.—  Weekly  Med,  Review, 


SpermatorrhoBa — Monobromide  of  Camphor. 

The  monobromide  of  camphor  Kas  been  highly  lauded  for  the 
cure  of  spermatorrhoea.  Dr.  L.  J.  Fogel,  calling  attention  to  it 
says,  that  he  had  under  his  care  for  the  past  three  months  two 
<:ases  of  spermatorrhoea ,  the  subjects  being  old  masturbators,  at 
respectively  nineteen  and  twenty-one  years. 

Had  administered  a  host  of  the  usual  remedies  with  no  satis- 
factory results;  finally,  placed  them  upon  the  monobromide  of 
camphor,  in  two  to  three-grain  doses,  four  times  daily,  with 
prompt  effect  and  perfect  cures.  Deem  this  remedy  as  especi- 
ally adapted  to  old-standing  cases  where  the  seminal  emissions 
are  dependent  upon  a  morbid  and  relaxed  condition  of  the  gen- 
erative organs. — Medical  Summary^  Dec. 


Speoial  Direotioiu  for  VibiirniLm  Compound. 

For  the  administration  of  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  in 
dysmenorrhoea.  In  cases  where  the  patient  s.uffers  gpreatly  at 
the  monthly  period,  it  is  well  to  commence  by  giving  her  tea- 
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spoonful  doses  of  the  Viburnum  Compound  every  half-hour  in  a 
wine-glassful  of  Aot  water,  sweetened,  and  continue  to  do  so 
until  relief  is  obtained,  unless  the  stomach  rejects  it ;  in  which 
case,  the  dose  should  be  reduced  until  it  is  tolerated,  In  very 
severe  cases  and  spasms,  hpt  applications  to  the  loins  and  inferior 
extremities  are  valuable  aids  as  relaxants  and  keeping  up  a 
healthy  circulation.  Frequently,  after  taking  the  Viburnum 
Compound,  the  patient  will  sleep  soundly  for  several  hours, 
from  the  sudden  cessation  of  pain ;  in  such  cases,  she  should 
never  be  awakened  through  any  fear  of  oversleeping,  as  the  Vi- 
burnum Compound  does  not  contain  any  narcotic  whatever,  nor 
does  it  leave  any  disagreeable  after-effects,  and  it  may  be  given 

to  a  child,  when  necessary,  without  any  special  attention. 

* 

♦ 

Anti-Pyretict. 

Professor  Gross  does  not  think  anti-pyretics  are  necessary  in 
ordinary  cases,  where  the  temperature  is  only  temporarily  ele- 
vated to  102^  or  103®.  If  it,  however,  rises  above  103°,  or  re- 
mains high  for  days,  then  they  can  be  resorted  to  with  advan- 
tage. Quinine  will  generally  prove  to  be  the  safest  and  most 
efficient  remedy  of  this  class.  It  not  only  lowers  the  tempera- 
ture, but,  by  contracting  the  blood  vessels,  hinders  the  migration 
of  the  leucocytes,  and  prevents  suppuration  and  the  consequent 
waste  of  tissue.  It  should,  however,  be  given  in  full  doses  of 
from  twenty  to  forty  grains  before  the  evening  exacerbation. 
If  for  any  reason  quinine  be  not  admissible,  salicin,  gr.  xx-xxx, 
or  sodium  salicylate,  5].,  may  be  ordered  instead.  At  other 
times  more  benefit  will  be  derived  from  the  wet-pack  or  cold 
aiSusions. — Med.  Bulletin. 


Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food. 

Decided  superiority  is  claimed  for  the  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food 
in  comparison  with  any  other  farinaceous  food  for  infants.  No 
so-called  milk  food  consists  entirely  of  milk ;  all  are  partly  com- 
posed of  cereal  products,  involving,  when  not  properly  prepared, 
the  presence  of  an  injurious  amount  of  starch,  which  the  highest 
authorities  agree  in  condemning  for  young  children.  The  Anglo- 
Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Company  overcomes  this  objectionaKle 
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feature  of  milk  food  as  usually  supplied,  by  meeting  an  essential 
requirement  in  the  method  of  preparing  it,  so  that  when  gradu- 
all^  heated  with  water,  according  to  the  directions  for  use,  the 
starch  contained  in  the  materials  used  is  converted,  in  a  satisfac- 
tory degree,  into  soluble  and  easily  digestible  dextrine  and  sugar. 
The  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food  has  been  found  to  meet  these 
essential  conditions  to  the  satisfaction  of  physicians  and  other? 
who  have  taken  the  pains  to  examine  it,  and  we  invite  critical 
examination  of  it  in  comparison  with  any  other  food. 


How  to  Administer  Santonine. 

Kuechenmeister  has  shown  that  lumbrici  lived  in  a  mixture  of 
albumen,  santonine  and  water,  but  they  succumbed  in  a  few  min- 
utes in  an  oily  mixture  of  santonine.  Experience  has  proven  the 
necessity  of  direct  contact.  Santonine  powder  or  troches  are  not 
a  good  way  of  administration,  for  the  santonine  is  then  mostly 
absorbed  in  the  stomach.  The  only  rational  preparation  is  an 
oily  mixture  which  is  slowly  absorbed  in  the  intestines.  In  any 
other  mode  it  has  a  toxic  effect  with  many,  but  given  with  ol. 
ricini  is  not  disagreeable,  and  very  efficient. — Revue  de  Science 
Medicale, 


Witch-Hazel  in  Menorrhagia. 

According  to  Mr.  Henry  M.  Chute,  menorrhagia  is  a  very 
frequent  ailment  of  women  in  Cape  Colony.  He  has  found  a 
valuable  remedy  for  it,  he  says,  in  the  American  witch-hazel 
{^Hamatnelis  virginica)^  in  doses  of  half  a  teaspoonful  of  the 
fluid  extract,  in  sugared  water,  twice  or  three  times  a  day.  Mr. 
Chute  states  that  it  acts  so  quickly  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  an- 
ticipate the  flow,  but  when  menstruation,  after  it  has  lasted  the 
ordinary  time,  is  not  closing  naturally,  the  remedy  given  as  above 
will  effectually  restrain  it,  and  after  the  hemorrhage  has  ceased 
there  is  no  advantage  in  continuing  it.  While  thus  taken,  some 
patients  have  mentioned  that  they  have  a  pleasant  sense  of  exhil- 
aration, and  have  lost  that  wearying  sense  of  languor  felt  at  these 
times.  Another  good  result  which  hazel  produces  is  that,  when 
there- is  dysmenorrhoea,  in  a  very  quick  and  marked  way,  relieves 
the  pain. — Med,  Record, 
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EsDinorrhoids  and  Carbolic  Acid. 

The  treatment  of  haemorrhoids  by  h3rpo-injection  of  carbolic 
acid,  which  owed  its  origin  to  a  traveling  empiric,  seems  to  have 
survived  the  experimental  and  ephemeral  stage  of  success 
through  which  all  new  operations  and  remedies  have  to  go,  and 
has  come  to  stay  as  an  orthodox  method  of  cure.  But  one  pile 
should  be  treated  at  a  time,  always  selecting  the  uppermost  first. 
Puncture  should  be  made  at  the  base  of  the  tumor,  and  not  over 
five  or  six  minims  of  the  solution  (acid  carb.,  pure  cryst.,  two 
drachms ;  glycerine,  ext.  ergot,  fluid,  of  each  four  drachms)  in- 
jected at  a  time.  The  bowels,  where  possible,  should  be  kept 
in  a  soluble  condition  for  a  week  before  operation,  with  colo- 
cynth  or  senna. — National  Druggist. 


Medical  AdYice  by  Telephone. 

Husband — My  wife  has  a  severe  pain  in  the  back  of  her  neck, 
and  complains  of  a  sort  of  sourness  in  the  stomach. 

Physician — She  has  malarial  colic. 

Husband — What  shall  I  do  for  her  ? 

[The  girl  at  the  ' 'central"  switches  off  to  a  machinist  talking 
to  a  saw-mill  man.] 

Machinist  to  Husband — I  think  she  is  covered  with  scales  in- 
side about  an  inch  thick.  Let  her  cool  down  during  the  night, 
and  before  she  fires  up  in  the  morning  take  a  hammer  and  pound 
her  thoroughly  all  over,  and  then  take  a  hose  and  hitch  it  to  the 
fire-plug,  and  wash  her  out. 

Husband  has  no  further  need  of  this  doctor. — Leonard's  Med* 
yourn. 


Apomorphia. 

Apomorphia  still  maintains  its'^place  as  a  therapeutic  agent. 
Its  properties  were  originally  investigated  by  Dr.  Gee,  and  Dr. 
Murrell  called  attention  to  its  value  as  an  emetic  in  cases  of 
poisoning.  The  salt  commonly  employed  is  the  hydrochlorate 
Chydrochlorate  of  apomorphia),  which,  given  hypodermically  in 
doses  of  one-tenth  of  a  grain,  produces  emesis  in  a  very  few 
minutes.  It  is  essential  that  it  should  be  administered  subcu- 
taneously,  as  when  given  by  the  mouth  it  is  uncertain  in  its  ac- 
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don.  In  cases  of  poisoning,  it  is  by  far  the  best  emetic  to  em- 
ploy, and  has  already  gone  far  to  supersede  the  stomach-pump. 
The  apomorphia  tablets  made  by  Wyeth,  of  Philadelphia,  are 
excellent,  and  a  prolonged  trial  has  shown  that  they  are  thor- 
oughly reliable.  For  country  practice  they  are  invaluable,  as  a 
solution  ready  for  use  can  be  prepared  at  a  moment's  notice. — 
Med.  Bulletin. 


Vew  ITseB  for  Apomorphine. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Stevenson  writes  to  the  Chicago  Medici  Journal 
of  an  interview  with  Dr.  Weber,  of  Darmstadt.  *'Accidently," 
she  says,  '^the  conversation  turned  upon  apomorphine,  and  the 
doctor  informed  me  that  he  had  found  it  a  most  excellent  rem- 
edy in  chronic  asthma,  and  related  a  case  of  some  thirty  years 
standing  that  had  been  permanently  cured  by  the  administration 
of  one-twelfth  gram  three  times  daily,  gradually  increasing  the 
dose  to  one-third  grain.  The  result  was  obtained  in  about  three 
weeks.  The  doctor's  brother,  who  is  an  obstetrician,  had  found 
the  remedy  very  useful  in  rigid  os — not  interfering  in  the  least 
with  the  normal  contractions." 


The  Treatment  of  Sick-Headache. 

Dr.  W.  Gill  Wylie,  of  New  York,  has  produced  excellent  re- 
sults with  the  following  method  of  treatment :  So  soon  as  the 
first  pain  is  felt,  the  patient  is  to  take  a  pill,  or  capsule,  contain- 
ing one  g^ain  of  inspissated  ox-gall  and  one  drop  of  oil  of  gaul- 
theria,  every  hour  until  relief  is  felt,  or  until  six  have  been  taken. 
Dr.  Wylie  states  that  sick-headache  as  such  is  almost  invariably 
cut  short  by  this  plan,  although  some  pain  of  a  neuralgic  char- 
acter remains  in  a  few  cases. — A^.  T.  Med.  Jour. 


L'a  Food. 

The  results  of  ignorant  attempts  to  supply  a  substitute  for  hu- 
man milk  are  no  doubt  sufficiently  disastrous ;  but  a  diet  chosen 
with  care  and  given  with  judgment  will  seldom  disappoint  our 
expectations.  Mellin's  Food  has  been  prepared  'to  meet  this 
want,  and  is  now  thoroughly  established  as  the  best  nutriment 
for  infants  and  invalids  ever  known. 
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Ouaiao  in  the  Treatment  of  Acute  Bore  Throat 

In  a  recent  paper  read  before  the  Philadelphia  Laryngeal  So- 
ciety, Dr.  Joseph  B.  Pottsdamer  speaks  highly  of  the  action  of 
the  tincture  of  guaiac  in  tonsilitis  and  pharyngitis.  The  prac- 
tical deductions  which  Dr.  P.  draws  from  the  cases  which  have 
been  underhis  treatment  are: 

1.  The  almost  instantaneous  relief  from  pain. 

2.  The  improvement  in  deglutition  which  almost  always  ac- 
companies this  relief. 

3.  The^early  diminution  of  the  swelling. 

4.  The  short  course  of  the  disease,  all  of  the  cases  having 
been  practically  well  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  treatment,  if  not 
sooner. 

5.  If  the  case  comes  under  treatment  early  enough,  the  dis- 
ease may  be  aborted. — Medical  Times, 


Chronic  Dyientery. 

Prof.  Da  Costa  finds  sulphate  of  copper,  gr.  iV"i»  ^^^^  times 
a  day,  combined  with  opium,  to  be  very  effective  in  chronic 
dysentery.  Other  remedies  he  finds  useful  are  bismuth,  espec- 
ially in  children  ;  nitro-hydrochloric  acid,  zinc  sulphate,  argentic 
nitrate,  iron  sulphate  or  Monsell's  solution  (gtt.  iij.-v.),  or  solu- 
tion of  the  nitrate  (gtt.  xx.-xxx.)  All  except  iron  should  be  com- 
bined with  opium.  When  other  things  fail,  small  blisters  over 
the  spot  of  the  greatest  soreness  sometimes  do  good.  The  diet 
should  contain  no  starches,  fruits,  or  vegetables. —  CoL  and  Cltn. 
Record^  Nov. 


Liquor  Arsenicalis  Locally  for 

Mr.  J.  W.  Beatty,  L.  R.  C.  P.,  writes  to  the  British  Medical 
yournal:  "  In  my  hands  it  has  succeeded  admirably,  my  last 
eight  cases  having  been  cured  perfectly  and  painlessly  by  the 
local  application  of  this  remedy.  The  preparation  I  use  is  the 
ordinary  liquor  arsenicalis  of  the  Pharmacopeia,  with  which  the 
naevus  is  to  be  painted  night  and  morning,  until  ulceration  takes 
place ;  and  I  find  that  the  cure  is  effected  in  from  three  to  five 
days. — Louisville  Med,  News. 


EDITORIAL. 


The  American  Medical  College. 

The  regular  session  of  this  college  for  1884-85  will  close 
March  3d,  when  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  will  be  con- 
ferred upon  such  members  of  the  class  as  are  found  worthy  and 
qualified  to  receive  it. 

For  the  students,  the  present  session  has  been  a  very  profitable 
one.  Their  surrouudings  have  all  been  very  comfortable.  The 
provisions  for  teaching  and  learning  could  not  have  been  better, 
and  the  class  has  appreciated  all  this,  and  better  progress  was 
never  made  by  any  class  we  have  ever  had. 

This  college  has  no  Spring  session ;  we  prefer  to  devote  more 
time  to  one  good,  practical  course  of  lectures.  This  is  better 
than  hastily  running  over  the  course  twice  in  the  same  year. 

As  our  graduates  go  out  and  enter  upon  the  responsible 
duties  of  physicians,  we  heartily  wish  them  abundant  success ; 
and  if  the  knowledge  and  practical  training  gained  at  our  lec- 
ture courses  are  properly  applied,  we  have  no  fears  about  the 
results.  It  should  be  remembered  that  knowledge  alone  does 
not  make  a  skillful,  successful  physician ;  close  application  and 
perseverance  are  essential.  If  we  have  even  average  acquire- 
ments and  locate  in  a  good  community,  and  determine  to  do 
right,  and  pursue  our  profession  with  energy  and  regularity,  one 
year  with  another,  there  will  be  no  doubt^  about  our  success. 
The  many  failures  in  the  practice  of  medicine  do  not  depend  so 
much  upon  limited  acquirements  but  upon  a  want  of  application 
and  perseverance.  Many  of  our  graduates  are  making  fortunes, 
and  those  who  now  go  out  may  do  quite  as  well  as  any  who 
have  preceded  them.     We  shall  expect  good  reports  from  them. 

Regarding  the  present  condition  and  future  of  the  undergrad- 
uates of  our  class,  we  would  urge  upon  them  the  importance  of 
close   application  to  study  and  observation  during  the  interval 
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between  sessions.  We  have  some  fine  material  in  this  class,  and, 
instead  of  losing,  we  hope  when  they  return  to^our  lecture  course 
next  October  they  will  have  improved  in  every  way.  Their  op- 
portunities for  observation  should  be  appropriated  under  every 
circumstance,  and  little  upon  little  practical  medical  knowledge 
is  accumulated,  till  we  have  such  a  store  of  information  that 
will  make  us  rich  any  time  and  anywhere,  if  we  only  will  it  so. 
Then  let  us  work,  and  continue  to  work,  and  when  we  meet  next 
October,  we  shall  all  feel  refreshed  and  vigorous — ^ready  for  a 
profitable  and  successful  session. 


Alive  in  Her  Coffin. 

The  story  about  the  girl  who  was  buried  alive,  as  detailed  on 
page  121,  is  not  well  authenticated,  and  we  would  not  have  our 
readers  understand  us  as  publishing  the  circumstance  as  posi- 
tively real.  Those  interested  might  investigate  it.  The  affair  is 
said  to  have  taken  place  near  Springfield,  W.  Va. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS. 


Boston  District  Eolectio  Medical  Society. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Boston  District  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Society  was  held  January  13  at  the  Quincy  House, 
a  large  representation  of  the  society  being  present.  The  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order  at  7:45  p.  m.,  by  R.  A.  Reid,  M.  D., 
Vice-President.  The  records  of  the  preceding  meeting  were 
read  and  approved.  The  Secretary's  report,  showing  the  number 
of  essays  which  hajl  been  presented  during  the  year,  together 
with  many  interesting  cases  reported  by  various  members,  made 
a  very  creditable  showing  for  the  year.  The  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  as  follows : 

President,  R.  A.  Reid,  M.  D. ;  Vice-President,  B.  H.  Burrill, 
M.  D. ;  Secretary,  Pitts  E.  Howes,  M.  D. ;  Treasurer,  John 
Perrins,  M.  D. ;  Librarian,  W.  A.  Perrins,  M.  D.  ;  Board  of 
Examiners,  Drs.  Spencer,  Green  and  Geddes.  The  following 
assignments   were  made  for  the  February  meeting:  Essayists, 


Miscellaneous  Pardgraphs,  181 

Drs.  Spencer  and  Newton ;  to  report  cases,  Drs.  Miles  and  John 
Perrins ;  Subject  of  Observation,  Croup.  The  society  then  par- 
took of  an  excellent  dinner  which  was  served  in  the  admirable 
style  for  which  the  Quincy  is  so  justly  popular,  and  to  which 
ample  justice  was  done.  If  all  the'  members  would  endeavor  to 
be  present  at  our  meetings,  whenever  it  is  possible,  they  would 
receive  great  benefit  themselves,  and  contribute  to  the  success 
and  prosperity  of  the  society.     Please  bear  it  in  mind. 

Pitts  E.  Howes,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Oynecology. 

Early  in  the  month  of  December,  '84,  Mr.  S. ,  living  thirty 
miles  west  of  me,  called  at  my  office  to  consult  me  in  regard  to 
his  wife's  condition.  He  went  on  to  say  that  his  wife  had  been 
in  delicate  health  for  the  last  -two  years,  and  he  desired  me  to 
visit  her,  as  she  was  unable  to  be  up,  or  to  be  brought  to  my 
office  in  any  conveyance,  owing  to  her  feebleness. 

On  visiting  the  patient,  I  found  her  in  the  following  condition : 
Pulse  quick ;  cheeks  flushed ;  troublesome  cough ;  bowels  con- 
stipated ;  tongue  loaded ;  stomach  and  bowels  tender  to  the 
touch  ;  painful  micturition  and  defecation. 

On  investigation,  I  elicited  the  following  history  of  her  case: 
Some  eighteen  months  or  a  year  ago  she  was  confined ;  she 
had  a  lingering  labor,  after  which  she  never  fully  recovered  her 
health.  She  consulted  her  physician,  and  was  under  his  care  for 
about  one  year.  Being  discouraged  at  his  lack  of  success,  she 
called  in  another.  This  one  treated  her  some  two  or  three 
months  for  some  womb  troubles  and  tuberculosis.  As  she  did 
not  improve,  two  other  physicians  were  called  in  consultation ; 
the  result  of  their  consultation  was  that  the  patient  had  passed 
beyond  the  reach  of  medical  skill,  and  in  a  few  months  she 
would  climb  the  golden  stairs.  On  making  a  digital  examina- 
tion, 1  found  the  uterus  low  down  in  the  vagina,  the  neck  swollen 
and  tender,* and,  to  the  touch,  hard.  On  withdrawing  the  finger, 
there  followed  a  free  flow  of  blood  and  pus.  This  flow  rather 
alarmed  me,  as  I  feared  I  had  a  case  of  cancer  to  deal  with.  I 
then  placed  the  patient  in  a  proper  position,  and  intnxhiced 
Staufer's  largest  Sims'  speculum.     After  cleaning  all  the  blood 
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and  foul  discharges  from  the  os  and  neck,  I  discovered  that  the 
o8  was  the  seat  of  numerous  ulcers,  from  the  size  of  a  split  pea 
down  to  a  pin's  head.  On  opening  the  os,  I  found  the  neck 
completely  filled  with  small  tumors,  some  as  large  as  a  buckshot. 
I  took  a  pair  of  small  uterine  dressing  forceps,  and  proceeded  to 
remove  all  these  morbid  growths,  which  caused  some  hemor- 
rhage. After  getting  the  hemorrhage  checked,  I  then  made  a 
thorough  application  of  chromic  acid«  In  eight  days  the  de- 
stroyed tissues  commenced  to  slough  off.  By  the  eleventh,  the 
discharges  had  about  ceased.  On  making  the  second  examina- 
tion, I  discovered  a  few  of  the  morbid  growths  had  escaped.  I 
again  made  a  thorough  application  of  the  chromic  acid ;  in  about 
ten  days  the  destroyed  tissues  passed  off.  On  my  third  examina- 
tion there  was  no  sign  of  a  tumor  or  ulcer.  From  then  out,  I 
used  Kennedy's  Aqueous  Ext.  Pinus  Canadensis  as  an  occasional 
dressing.  During  the  local  treatment,  I  kept  the  patient's  bow- 
els in  good  condition  by  combining  the  laxatives  with  the  tonics. 
I  gave  nothing  for  the  supposed  ([consumption.  The  cough 
ceased ;  the  patient  gained  twenty  pounds  in  four  weeks,  and  is 
now  doing  all  her  housework.  She  is  wearing  a  Staufer  Spring 
Stem  Pessary,  which  she  says  gives  her  no  pain  and  keeps  the 
uterus  up. 

Caddo  Mills,  Tex.,  Feb.  7,  1885.  W.  S.  Bain,  M.  D. 


Kidder*8  Batteries. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  American  Institute  Fair,  New 
York,  have  awarded  the  Medal  of  Superiority  to  the  Jerome  Kid- 
der Manufacturing  Company,  No.  820  Broadway,  New  York, 
for  their  1884  exhibit  of  Electro  Medical  Apparatuses.  For 
twelve  years  the  Jerome  Kidder  Machines  have  received  the 
highest  rewards  from  the  American  Institute  over  all  competitors, 
and  wherever  they  have  exhibited  in  competition. 

Schnessler^s  Tisane  Salts  in  the  Treatment  of  DyimepnorhcBa. 

I  wish  to  add  my  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  above-men- 
tioned treatment  in  the  cure  of  dysmenorrhoea. 

Mrs.  C.  K. ,  age  twenty-four  years ;  married  tv/o  and  one-half 
years;  healthy  othenvise,   but  never  pregnant.     Her   monthly 
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periods  regular,  but  intensely  painful  since  her  wedded  life. 
The  pain  and  agony  before  the  menses  started  were  really  terri- 
ble. She  was  obliged  to  take  to  her  bed  two  and  three  days  at 
each  menstrual  epoch. 

She  had  been  treated  by  an  Allopath,  and  had  undergone  ex- 
aminations and  explorations  on  his  gynecological  table,  in  season 
and  out  of  season.  She  had  been  sounded,  the  cervix  dilated  for 
many,  many  months,  and  medicines  taken  by  the  quart ;  but  all 
to  no  purpose,  as  she  was  continually  growing  worse.  Finally 
her  medical  attendant  told  her,  in  reply  to  her  urgent  request 
whether  there  were  any  hopes  of  her  ever  getting  well :  *'  No ; 
I  hardly  think  you  ever  will.  You  may  be  benefitted,  if  you 
keep  on  with  the  treatment,"  etc. 

In  this  state  I  saw  her.  As  she  had  been  examined  so  very 
often,  and  had  been  told  that  the  womb  was  not  in  proper  posi- 
tion, she  asked  me  to  make  a  digital  examination.  This  being 
something  I  never  do  at  a  first  visit,  unless  absolutely  indicated, 
I  refrained ;  and  told  her,  as  she  had  no  doubt  been  examined 
enough  and  taken  all  the  medicines  in  vogue  for  difficult  men- 
struation, I  would  begin  the  treatment  with  an  entirely  new 
method.  I  cannot  help  but  remark,  in  this  connection,  how  great 
the  desire  is,  on  the  part  of  some  physicians,  to  attribute  any  and 
all  menstrual  or  womb  troubles  to  a  so-called  abnormal  position 
of  the  uterus,  imagining  that  if  they  succeed  in  bringing  the 
organ  in  the  ideal  position  and  holding  it  there,  all  troubles 
will  pass  away.  While  in  New  York  City  this  winter  attending 
the  Polyclinic,  I  had  ample  opportunity  to  learn  that  this  belief 
is  far  from  being  verified  in  practice. 

But  to  come  to  our  patient.  Ha,ving  some  time  ago  purchased 
the  last  edition  of  Schuessler's  "New  Treatment  of  Disease," 
and  reading  of  the  action  of  phosphate  of  magnesia  in  dysmen- 
orrhoea,  I  proposed  to  ventilate  the  remedy  in  this  case.  (In  a 
previous  case  of  sciatica,  I  had  already  become  acquainted  with 
the  striking  results  of  this  new  treatment.) 

Of  the  sixth  trituration  of  this  preparation  she  got  2  drachms, 
dissolved  in  2  ounces  of  boiling  water.  Of  this,  she  took  one  tea- 
spoonful  every  fifteen  minutes,  on  the  approach  of  the  menses, 
until   relief  was   obtained,    and  afterwards  a  dose  every  three 
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hours.  The  result  was  indeed  magnificent.  There  was  relief 
after  the  third  dose.  The  same  maneuvre  was  repeated  for  three 
months  in  succession,  with  the  same  happy  results.  The  fourth 
month  found  her  a  pregnant  woman. 

Nokomis,  111.,  Feb.  8,  1885.  Wm.  Steinrauf,  M.  D. 

Uses  of  Muriate  of  Ammonia. 

The  Medical  Record  says :  It  increases  the  secretion  of  mu- 
cous from  the  alimentary  canal,  and  is  supposed  to  render  the 
blood  less  plastic  and  coag^Iable,  without  impairing  the  structure 
of  the  corpuscles.  Its  habitual  use  causes  emaciation,  renders 
all  the  secretions  freer  and  mpre  abundant,  and  exerts  an  altera- 
tive and  absorbent  action,  especially  on  the  connective  tissues,  in 
hyperplasia  and  cirrhosis  of  many  organs.  It  has  even  exerted 
some  beneficial  influence  upon  the  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus, 
and  much  more  upon  the  chronic  engorgement  of  that  organ. 
Its  slow  but  steady  modification  of  the  nutrition  of  the  connec- 
tive tissues  has  been  seen  in  chronic  enlargements  of  the  liver, 
spleen,  prostate,  thyroid  and  other  enlargements.  It  cures  many 
cases  of  gleet,  and  if  any  internal  remedy  will  relieve  strictures 
of  the  urethra,  this  is  the  one  most  apt  to  do  it.  It  cures  some 
cases  of  neuralgia  depending  upon  thickening  of  the  neurilemma, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  in  fibrous  phthisis.  If  other 
remedies  fail,  it  should  be  tried  in  sclerosis  of  the  cord  and  brain 
depending  upon  thickening  and  induration  of  the  neuralgia. 


Liver  SpoU. 

In  an  article  on  tinea  versicolor,  or  liver  spots,'  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter  says :  The  treatment  is  not  difficult.  The 
sulphur  preparations  are  all  useful,  such  as  sodium  hyposulphite, 
one  drachm  to  the  ounce  of  water,  or  Velminckx's  solution,  which 
is  prepared  as  follows :  Quicklime,  one-half  ounce ;  fiowers  of 
sulphur,  one  ounce  ;  water,  ten  ounces.  Boil  down  to  six  ounces 
and  filter.  Perfume  with  oil  of  anise.  This  may  be  used  di- 
luted with  four  to  eight  parts  of  water,  to  be  dabbed  on  the 
patches  after  a  bath  with  soap  and  water.  At  the  end  of  a  week 
scarcely  any  sign  of  the  disease  will  remain,  and  at  the  end  of 
two  weeks  a  cure  may  be  affected.  The  result  depends  largely 
on  the  manner  of  making  the  application. 


Miscellaneous  Paragraphs.  135 

Bnterpriaing  FharmBoists. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  sample  box  of  Dr.  Rabuteai/s  ^'  Iron 
Dragees,"  sent,  presumably,  by  Clin  &  Co.,  of  Paris,  through 
their  American  agents,  E.  Fougera  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  The 
^'dragees"  are  said  to  contain  the  most  soluble  preparation  of 
iron,  and.  to  cure  a  goodly  number  of  diseases.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  dispute  the  absorbability  or  curability  of  the  ^^dragees," 
but  am  in  sad  ignorance  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  iron  in  a 
*  ^dragee."  Since  Dr.  Rabuteau  and  his  enterprising  pharma- 
cists have  forgotten  (  P)  to  mention  these  two  important  things, 
I  most  respectfully  await  further  information.  It  must  not  be 
inferred  for  a  moment  that  the  authority  of  Dr.  Rabuteau  is 
questioned ;  for  he  lives  in  ''  Paree^*^  has  made  9l  specialty  oi  the 
study  of  iron,  and  is  '^  Laureat  de  L'Institut  de  T  Academie  des 
Sciences,"  which  is  sufficient  testimony  for  the  most  skeptical. 
The  enterprise  of  the  pharmacists,  however,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  by  their  confidence  in  the  doctor.  Now,  everybody 
enjoys  a  ^'good  joke,"  or  something  funny,  but  it  is  just  ^*'too 
waggish^ ^  to  see  a  pharmacist  playing  doctor.  If  our  Boards  of 
Health  cannot  suppress  capricious  doctors,  they  might  try  their 
bands  on  the  pharmacists.  Rows. 


-♦- 


Ulceration  of  the  Uterus. 

Miss  F.  B.,  of  Anderson  Co.,  Kas.,  set.  twenty-three,  visited 
Ohio  in  the  fall  of  '83,  took  sick  about  the  first  of  January.  Dr. 
B.  was  called  in  and  treated  the  case  for  ovarian  neuralgia  with- 
out success.     Dr.  C.  was  called  in  counsel. 

At  the  expiration  of  nine  weeks  treatment.  Miss  B.  was  re- 
moved to  Dr.  R's  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  and  treated  six  weeks  for 
the  same  disease  (ovarian  neuralgia)  unsuccessfully.  She  then 
returned  home.  I  was  called  upon  to  see  her.  On  examination, 
found  her  suffering  from  excruciating  pains  in  region  of  uterus, 
lasting  from  one  to  four  hours,  returning  nearly  daily,  and  fre- 
quently at  night.  A  dark  brown,  thin,  watery,  very  offensive 
discharge,  constantly.  Leucorrhea  present,  with  the  leading 
symptoms  of  corroding  ulcer  of  the  uterus.  By  using  the  spec- 
ulum I  discovered  ulceration  of  the  os.  On  further  examination 
with  a  uterine  dilator,  found  it  to  extend  to  internal  os  and  even 
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to  the  fundus,  destroying  a  considerable  portion  of  the  affected 
parts  as  tAe  disease  advanced. 

Began  treatment  by  applying  sul.  zinc  to  the  affected  parts  un- 
til the  ulcers  entirely  disappeared ;  also,  dil.  tr.  ferri  chlor. 
Being  of  scrofulous  diathesis,  used  tr.  stillingia  three  times  a 
day.  For  trouble  of  kidneys,  bladder,  and  urethra,  used  nit. 
pot.,  tr.  aconite  and  gelsem.  The  latter  two  agents  combined  to 
control  severe  irritation  of  the  urethra.  Being  under  treatment 
at  my  residence  for  seven  months,  returned  home  December  31, 
the  ulcerated  parts  being  healec^  and  in  a  normal  condition.  In 
proportion  as  the  ulceration  disappeared  so  the  pains,  which  be- 
came less  severe  and  less  frequent.  Dr.  F.  Fbab. 

Waverly,  Kas.,  Feb.  11,  1885. 


-#- 


Case  of  Hysteria  Simulating  Death. 

In  the  summer  of  18S4,  whilst  spending  the  night  in  the  coun^ 
txy,  and  whilst  writing  in  a  lower  room  about  midnight,  I  was 
hastily  called  up  stairs  to  see  a  young  lady,  the  patient  of  another 
physician.  She  was  lying  on  her  left  side,  breathing  very  rap- 
idly, not  less  than  fifty  times  a  minute,  and  with  a  running  pulse, 
150  or  more,  and  very  feeble.  She  was  apparently  unconscious, 
and  could  not  be  roused.  After  making  the  attempt  to  arouse 
her  and  turning  heron  her  back,  I  again  felt  her  pulse,  and  found 
it  evidently  feeble  and  more  rapid,  whilst  the  respiration  was 
still  more  frequent  and  more  shallow  than  a  minute  previously. 
I  turned  to  the  nurse,  and  said  in  a  low  tone :  *^  She  appears  to 
be  dying."  Scarcely  had  I  whispered  these  words  when  the  pa- 
tient gave  a  deep,  gasping  breath,  such  as  we  often  see  as  a  final 
respiratory  effort,  and  then  ceased  to  breathe.  The  pulse  at  the 
same  moment  was  nearly,  though  not  entirely,  extinct.  I  whis- 
pered to  the  nurse:  ''I  believe  she  is  dead."  I  immediately  in- 
stituted movements  of  the  arms  on  the  chest,  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  respiration,  continuing  them  for  two  or  three  minutes ; 
but  in  vain.  She  lay  as  if  dead  ;  her  eyes  glaring  widely.  Plac- 
ing  my  thumb  and  finger  on  the  lids  to  close  them,  I  felt  her 
wrist  with  my  other  hand,  and  found  the  pulse  still  flickering,  and 
at  the  same  time  observed  a  peculiar  movement  of  the  eyeballs 
under  my  thumb  and  finger.     This  movement  was  a  sudden 


MiscelUmeovs  ParugrapJtB.  187 


\ 


twitch,  barely  perceptible,  quick  as  an  electric  spark,  and  re* 
peated  at  intervals  of  ten  or  twelve  seconds.  This  singular 
movement  of  the  eyeballs,  together  with  the  persistent,  though 
scarcely  perceptible,  cardiac  action,  turned  my  thought  to  the  sus- 
picion of  suspended  animation.  At  this  juncture  the  patient,  by 
a  sudden  jerk,  sprang  up  in  bed  in  a  sitting  posture  and  resumed 
consciousness — the  heart  and  lungs  instantly  resuming  their  nor- 
mal action.  She  immediately  began  to  implore  me  not  to  let  her 
die,  and  repeated  the  request  so  earnestly  and  persistently  as  to 
lead  to  the  inference  that  she  had  heard  my  whisperings  to  the 
nurse,  which  she  afterwards  acknowledged. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  this  patient,  I  learned  what  would 
have  prevented  the  supposition  of  death,  had  the  history  been 
known  to  me  previously.  She  possessed  a  remarkably  nervous 
temperament,  both  from  inheritance  and  indulgence,  and  was 
subject  to  hysterical  paroxysms  somewhat  similar  to  that  above 
described.  Being  entirely  ignorant  of  this  leading  fact,  it  was 
scarcely  surprising  that  I  should  have  fallen  into  error  when  ab- 
ruptly brought  face  to  face  with  the  phenomena  described ;  for 
assuredly  I  never  witnessed  a  paroxysm  so  simulating  sudden 
death,  in  a  practice  covering  more  than  half  a  century.  What 
significance  attaches  to  the  singular  twitching  of  the  globe  of  the 
eye  I  cannot  say ;  but  probably  it  is  considerable.  The  case  may 
not  be  of  much  importance,  but  it  is  presented  to  the  reader  for 
what  it  is  worth.  It  may  at  least  illustrate  the  fact  that  a  medi- 
cal practitioner  is  never  too  old  to  learn,  or  to  hit  upon  things 
new  to  him  in  pathology. — H.  Gibbons,  Sr.,  M.  D.,  in  Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  yournaL 


-♦ 


Vutmeg^  are  Poitonoiu. 

Early  in  December,  1884,  one  afternoon,  a  lady  here  ate  one 
and  a  half  nutmeg^.  About  two  hours  after,  she  became  drowsy, 
and  remained  so  nearly  an  hour,  the  drowsiness  amounting  almost 
to  stupor.  This  was  followed  by  an  excited  condition,  with 
sharp  pain  in  the  brain,  then  involuntary  laughter,  wild  fancies 
and  incessant  talking,  without  loss  of  consciousness.  Presently 
pain  was  felt  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  with  cold  extremities  and 
a  depressing  sensation.     Her  face  was  very  pale  and  her  pulse 
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weak  and  thready.  These  alarming  symptoms  lasted  more  than 
an  hour,  during  which  time  two  doses  of  ammonium  bromide 
were  administered.  Next  morning  it  w^s  necessary  to  repeat  the 
dose.     Since  then  she  has  been  unusually  nervous. 

I  publish  this  case  because  it  is  not  generally  known  that  nut- 
meg is  poisonous ;  and,  being  regarded  as  a  valuable  domestic 
remedy,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  large  doses  of  it  are  danger- 
ous. This  patient  took  about  135  grains,  whereas  from  five  to 
twenty  grains  is  the  dose. 

J.  Dabney  Palmer,  M.  A.,  M.  D., 
Monticello,  Flo. 

[The  narcotic  properties  of  large  doses  of  nutmeg  are  men- 
tioned in  Natl.  Dispensatory,  p.  1007,  and  U.  S.  Dispensatory, 
p.  969. — Editor.] — Am.  your,  of  Pkarm, 


Papine. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Jennings,  of  Harwood,  Mo.,  says:  '*I  have  used 
Papine  in  my  practice,  during  the  last  year  in  many  cases,  and 
invariably,  where  indicated,  find  it  as  represented.  In  fact,  all 
of  Battle  &  Co.'s  preparations,  in  my  hands,  have  given  entire 
satisfaction." 


Ammonium  Bromide  in  Puerperal 

Dr.  J.  B.  Jackson  highly  recommends  the  use  of  ammonium 
bromide  in  scruple  doses,  dissolved  in  a  drachm  of  water  and  re- 
peated every  three  hours  in  puerperal  mania  with  feeble  circula- 
tion. He  reports  a  case  in  which  other  remedies  had  signally 
failed,  which  was  speedily  relieved  by  the  above. — So.  PraC' 
titioner. 


Quinine  aa  an  Antipyretic. 

Editor  Courier: — It  has  been  well  established  that  quinine  is 
a  valuable  and  effective  antipyretic,  the  rapidity  with  which  it  acts 
being  often  marvelous.  No  one  who  has  not  given  this  drug  in 
antipyretic  doses  in  typoid  fever,  where  the  temperature  is  ex- 
ceedingly high,  say  from  105®  to  107°,  and  the  delirium  violent, 
can  properly  appreciate  it ;  for  in  such  cases,  patients  will,  gen- 
erally within  an  hour  or  two  after  its  administration,  fall  into  a 


MiscelUmecms  Par^igraphs.  139 

sound  sleep,  and  the  temperature  be  reduced  to  102^ — 103°. 
Charming  as  the  result  is,  as  a  rule,  there  are  some  exceptions, 
and  in  the  following  I  desire  to  report  a  few  cases  from  my  prac- 
tice, which  will  serve  to  show  that  there's  some  risk  in  adminis- 
tering quinine  in  such  heroic  doses,  and  that  it  should  therefore 
be  given  with  care  as  an  antipyretic. 

Some  years  since,  I  treated  a  negro,  aet.  42,  for  pneumonia. 
The  temperature  one  evening  rose  to  105°,  and  I  administered  25 
grains  of  quinine  at  a  dose.  A  few  hours  after  taking  it  he  be- 
came maniacal,  and  several  persons  were  required  to  keep  him 
in  bed.  Gradually  he  fell  into  a  comatose  condition  from  which 
he  never  awoke.  As  this  is  not  the  usual  manner  in  which  pneu- 
monia terminates,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  medicine 
hastened  his  ' 'removal." 

In  August,  1S83,  I  was  summoned  to  see  a  girl,  set.  14,  during 
a  paroxysm  of  intermittent  fever  in  which  the  tehiperature  rose 
to  106^.  I  gave  her  immediately  20  grains  of  quinine ;  and,  one- 
half  hour  later,  10  grains  more.  Shortly  after  taking  the  last 
dose  she  lapsed  into  a  somnolent  state,  from  which  she  could  not 
be  aroused.  After  remaining  in  this  comatose  condition  for  sev- 
eral hours,  she  awoke  and  commenced  to  perspire  profusely. 
She  recovered  without  any  further  unpleasant  symptom,  and  she 
had  no  other  attack  of  the  fever. 

On  July  15,  last,  I  was  called  to  see  A.  M.,  set.  36,  who  had 
remittent  fever.  I  found  him  with  a  temperature  of  105^  and 
pulse  100.  I  gave  him  20  grains  of  quinine,  which  dose  was 
repeated  an  hour  later.  The  next  morning  his  temperature  was 
reduced  to  102^^.  He  was  very  deaf,  however,  and  complained 
considerable  of  tinnitus  aurium.  *  Quinine  was  continued,  about  24 
grains  per  diem.  The  next  day  the  temperature  was  almost  100^, 
pulse  80.  Patient  imagined  music  in  the  distance,  and  looking 
at  the  leaves  of  the  vine  on  his  window,  he  saw  then^  develop  a 
variety  of  pictures  and  faces.  Although  the  quinine  was  dis- 
continued, his  condition  became  constantly  worse.  The  sounds 
which  he  at  first  heard  at  a  distance  came  nearer ;  everything  in 
the  room  seemed  to  move  in  harmony  with  the  imaginary  sounds, 
and  he  became  restless  and  excited.  This  condition  of  affairs 
continued  till  he  became  absolutely  non  compos  mentis.     Du- 
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ring  the  night  he  arose,  and  in  deshabille  visited  his  neighbors, 
causing  quite  a  sensation.  I  was  sent  for  in  haste,  and  had 
some  difficulty  in  getting  him  to  bed.  Patient  had  a  normal 
temperature,  and  pulse  of  80.  After  giving  him  a  large  dose  of 
bromide  of  potassium  and  hydrate  of  chloral,  he  fell  into  a  pro- 
found sleep.  Several  days  elapsed  before  he  became  entirely 
rational  again.  These  peculiar  symptoms  developing  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  remittent  fever,  after  the  fever  had  almost  en- 
tirely subsided,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  ascribe  to  the  large  doses  of 
quinine  which  patient  took,  although  I  will  admit  that  it  is 
strange  that  it  should  produce  such  effects,  and  that  the  same 
should  be  continued  for  so  long  a  time  after  its  administration. 

Respectfully  yours, 
7  S.  Twenty-first  St.,  St.  Louis.  H.  H.  Vinke,  M.  D. 

—  Courier  of  Med. 


Administration  of  ttuinine  by  the  Bectam. 

Dr.  R.  Peck  states  that  quinine  may  be  easily  administered  to 
children  in  the  form  of  suppositories,  and  that  the  drug  is  not 
only  rapidly  and  promptly  absorbed  in  this  way,  but  that  also  far 
larger  doses  may  be  given  than  per  os.  He  made  use  of  from 
16  to  24  grains  of  the  muriate  of  quinine  at  a  single  dose,  adding 
about  30  grains  of  butter  of  cacao  and  a  small  quantity  of  sim- 
ple cerate  as  mass  for  the  suppository. — Deutsche  Med,  Wochen- 
schrift^  1884. 


BhenmatissL 

Having  been  asked  by  letter  from  a  brother  physician  in  re- 
gard to  the  use  of  **Elixir  of  Salicylic  Acid  Comp."  (prepared 
by  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Phil.)  in  treatment  of  rheumatism,  I 
wish  to  reply  through  your  columns  by  reporting  the  following 
case  occuring  in  my  practice : 

Case,  Feb.  8,  1884. — Called  to  see  Mrs.  R.  W.,  aged  about 
fifty,  found  her  suffering  from  acute  articular  rheumatism  of  the 
upper  and  lower  limbs,  all  the  joints  badly  swollen  and  red  and 
very  painful,  skin  hot  and  dry  and  pulse  120  (did  not  take  tem- 
perature), urine  scanty  and  high  colored,  and  depositing  a  red 
sediment;  gave  her  elixir  salicylic  acid  comp.  in  teaspoonful 
doses  every  four  hours. 
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Feb.  9.  Found  the  patient  much  better,  entirely  free  from 
pain,  but  joints  still  swollen  and  tender;  pulse  100,  skin  moist, 
urine  more  free  and  of  muddy  color,  continued  the  elixir  in  one- 
half  teaspoonful  doses  every  four  hours. 

Feb.  lo.  Found  patient  entirely  free  from  fever  and  pain, 
swelling  all  gone,  urine  fr6e  and  light  colored,  pulse  70,  com- 
plains of  nothing  except  feeling  very  weak,  gave  quinine  in  two- 
g^ain  doses  every  four  hours.  Patient  rapidly  convalesced,  and 
in  one  week's  time  was  feeling  entirely  well.  This,  of  course, 
is  an  extreme  case,  but  I  think  all  will  find  it  a  valuable  remedy 
for  rheumatic  difficulties.  C.  V.  Elj-iott,  M.  D. 

Mansfield,  Pa. — Medical  Brief. 


Cocaine  Ointment  for  Piles. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Burrall  writes:  "Please  mention  in  your  coca  lit- 
erature that  the  coca  leaves  treated  with  heated  lard  and  an  al- 
kali, form  an  ointment  resembling  stramonium  ointment,  which 
seems  to  possess  soothing  properties.  Applied  to  the  tongue  it 
leaves  an  impression  similar  to  that  produced  by  a  solution  of 
muriate  of  cocaine.  This  ointment,  prepared  at  my  request  by 
a  leading  pharmacist  of  this  city,  has  been  used  in  three  cases  of 
hemorrhoids  with  the  effect  of  alleviating  pain.  The  muriate  of 
cocaine  will,  I  think,  be  found  of  service  in  such  cases,  and  this 
alkaline  ointment  is  also  worthy  of  further  trial  as  a  local  ano- 
dyne."— Med.  Record, 

Concaled  Hemorrhage. 

I  was  called  at  night,  on  the  nth  of  September,  four  miles 
into  the  country,  to, see  Mrs.  D.  in  her  first  confinement. 

I  noticed  she  was  very  delicate,  and  learned  from  her  mother 
that  she  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  had  been  in  poor 
health  during  gestation. 

I  examined,  and  found  the  vortex  presenting  in  first  position. 
The  second  stage  lasted  four  hours,  and  the  suffering  was  in- 
tense. The  child  was  large,  and  with  all  my  care  to  support  the 
perineum  there  was  slight  laceration.  ^ 

After  the  birth  of  the  child,  I  administered  ergot  and  removed 
the  placenta.     I  assured  myself  that  the  uterus  was  firmly  con- 
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tracted,  and  left  the  mother,  to  visit  a  patient  further  out  in  the 
country,  promising  to  call  again  on  my  return. 

An  hour  later  I  visited  the  patient,  and  found  her  in  a  coma- 
tose condition,  sighing^  deeply.  I  roused  her,  and  she  com- 
plained of  being  blind,  and  called  for  water.  I  asked  her  if  she 
was  flooding,  and  she  assured  me  that  no  blood  was  escaping 
externally.  By  palpation,  the  womb  could  be  felt  contracting 
and  dilating.  Upon  further  examination,  I  found  it  full  of 
clotted  blood.  I  then  knew  I  had  a  case  of  concealed  hemor- 
rhage, and  realized  the  perilous  s:tuation.  I  succeeded  in  turn- 
ing out  the  clots,  and  by  administering  ergot  and  applying  cold 
secured  and  maintained  a  good  contraction. 

I  have  written  this  brief  history  for  the  purpose  of  warning 
young  physicians  against  the  hazardous  practice  of  leaving  their 
patients  too  soon  after  labor.  I  am  sure  that  had  I  been  twenty 
minutes  later,  I  would  have  found  the  patient  dead. 

Brooklyn,  Butler  Co.,  Ky.  Dr.  Thos.  Dor  an. 

—Med.   World. 

♦ 

Trichinosit. 

Dr.  Krieder,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  of  Springfield, 
111.,  to-day  received  a  small  sample  of  trichinous  pork  from  Dr. 
J.  D.  Whitney,  of  Petersburg.  A  family  of  three  persons,  in- 
fected with  trichinosis  from  the  eating  of  this  meat,  are  under 
Dr.  Whitney's  care.  One  of  the  patients  will  undoubtedly  die. 
It  is  estimated  that  a  pound  of  meat  like  the  sample  sent  would 
contain  not  less  than  783,400  parasites. — Exchange. 


\ 


A  New  Treament  for  Neuralgia. 

The  latest  agent  introduced  for  the  relief  of  neuralgia  is  a  i 
per  cent,  solution  of  h3rperosmic  acid,  administered  by  subcu- 
taneous injection.  It  has  been  employed  in  Billroth's  clinic  in  a 
few  cases.  One  of  the  patients  had  been  a  martyr  to  sciatica  for 
years,  and  had  tried  innumerable  remedies,  including  the  appli- 
cation of  electriciy  no  fewer  than  two  hundred  times,  while  for 
a  whole  year  he  had  adopted  vegetarianism.  Billroth  injected 
the  above  remedy  between  the  tuber  ischii  and  trochanter,  and 
within  a  day  or  two  the  pain  was  greatly  relieved,  and  eventually 
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quite  disappeared.  It  would  be  rash  to  conclude  too  much  from 
these  results,  in  the  face  of  the  intractability  of  neuralgise  to 
medication,  but  if  it  really  prove  to  be  as  efficacious  as  considered, 
hyperosmic  acid  will  be  a  therapeutic  agent  of  no  mean  value. — 
Halls'   Journal  of  Health. 


Oonorrhcea— Potaah  Chlorate. 

•  Dr.  J.  Milton,  in  the  N.  T.  Med,  Record^  states  that  he  has 
had  excellent  results  from  the  internal  use  of  the  following  mix- 
ture in  ordinary  cases  of  gonorrhoea :  Potash  chlorate,  two 
drachms;  boiling  water,  four  ounces.  Mix,  and  shake  till  solu- 
tion is  accomplished ;  then  add  potass,  acelat,  two  drachms ; 
spirits  of  juniper,  Eour  drachms ;  camphor  mixture,  six  ounces. 
M.  S.     Dose,  a  teaspoonful  twice  daily. —  Chic,  Med.  Times, 


Honobromide  of  Camphor. 

Monobromide  of  camphor  is  one  of  our  best  remedies  for 
spermatorrhoea.  In  therapeutic  action  it  is  allied  to  the  bro- 
mides. Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  has  given  it  with  benefit  in  cases  of 
convulsions,  whooping-cough,  hysteria  and  asthma.  It  may  be 
given  in  doses  of  five  or  ten  grains  every  three  or  four  hours. 
It  is  not  easy  to  obtain  in  ^^solution,"  and  is  best  administered 
in  the  form  of  capsuled  pills. — Med.  Bulletin. 

Eheumatiam. 

According  to  the  report  of  practice  at  the  Belle vue  Hospital, 
it  is  stated  that  for  controlling  pain  in  fibrous  tissue,  belladonna, 
and  stramonium  ointments  were  far  more  serviceable  than  opium, 
and  that  in  acute  articular  rheumatism  the  following  was 
strongly  recommended :  Hydrate  of  chloral,  i  drachm  ;  salicy- 
lic acid,  ^  drachm;  stramonium  ointment,  i  ounce.  Mix. — 
Druggist's   Circular. 

Warts  of  the  Oenitals. 

Dr.  Cadell  says  that  warts  of  the  genitals  treated  with  chromic 
acid  in  the  proportions  of  lOO  grains  to  one  ounce  of  water,  dis- 
appear with  marvelous  rapidity  and  with  but  little  pain. — Louis' 
ville  Med.  News. 
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Obitaary. 

T.  N.  Waterbury,  M.  D.,  of  Westerville,  Neb.,  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  September  21st,  1884.  Dr.  Wacerbury  was  born 
January  24th,  1857,  graduated  in  The  American  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1883,  and  was  in  a  fair  way  to  earn  a  famous  reputation 
when  he  was  called  away.  He  leaves  an  excellent  wife  and  two 
children,  besides  hosts  of  friends  to  mourn  his  loss.  He  was 
highly  respected  by  all  the  professors,  as  well  as  by  his  class- 
mates while  at  college,  and  our  community  lost  a  valuable, 
worthy  and  much  respected  citizen  when  he  died. 

J.  N.  Pbal. 
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_  Under  this  head  notices  for  sale  or  exchangee,  locations,  or  partnenhips  wanted, 
and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  %2  a  time.  If  more  than  eig^ht  lines, 
35  cents  extra  tor  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 

Wanted. 

Two  well-educated  experienced  Eclectic  physicians,  of  means,  to 
locHte  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  in  the  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  PITZEB,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Vaccine  Virus.  • 

All  orders  tor  fresh  and  reliahU  animal  vaccine  should  be  addressed 

R.  M.  HioaiNS,  M.  D., 
Missouri  Vaccine  Farm,  Webster  Groves,  Mo. 

5  quills,  10  vaccinations,  $1.00;  10  points,  10  vaccinations,  $1.00;  1  ex- 
tra crust,  $8.00. 


Books  and  Surreal  Instniments. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  Business.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  and  rely  upon  getting  what 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur- 
gical Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saddle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  page  v. 

Galvanic  Batteries  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nisn  the  best  in  the  market. 

Address,  GEO.   C.  PITZER,   M.  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Journal  Business. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  $2.00  a  year,  in  advance. 
It  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW   YOUR    SUBSCRIPTION,    -ei 

Address  Dr.  Gbo.  C.  Pitzbr,  iiio  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


AM.  ZIII.— Eczema.— By  Prop.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

Eczema  is  a  non-contagious  vesicular  inflammation  of  the 
skin.  It  is  one  of  the  most  frequent,  most  obstinate,  and  cer- 
tainly the  most  important  of  all  the  cutaneous  affections.  It 
presents  by  an  eruption  of  vesicles,  not  prominent,  but  closely 
set  together,  and  the  vesicles  exude — ^*  boil  out"  a  limpid  fluid, 
which,  if  not  re-absorbed,  dries  up,  leaving  flakes,  scales  and 
crusts. 

Although,  commonly,  it  appears  in  patches  or  is  conflned  to  a 
single  district,  yet  it  may  present  simultaneously  or  successively 
in  different  parts,  or  cover  the  greater  part  of  the  entire  body. 

Eczema  has  an  aflinity  for  those  parts  where  the  follicles  are 
numerous,  as  the  hairy  scalp,  the  ears,  more  rarely  the  face,  the 
roots  of  the  nails,  and  backs  of  the  hands.  In  children  it  par-  ' 
ticularly  affects  the  hairy  scalp,  ears  and  eyelids ;  in  the  adult 
male,  the  inner  parts  of  the  thighs,  scrotum  and  verge  of  the 
anus ;  and  in  women  it  is  likely  to  develop  on  the  nipples,  vulva 
and  rectum.  The  disease  may  be  either  acute  or  chronic,  and 
it  presents  many  phases,  varying  with  the  stage,  character  of  the 
primitive  lesion,  degree  of  inflammatory  action,  individual  pe* 
culiarities,  complicating  circumstances,  etc. 

An  outbreak  of  eczema  commences  with  a  prodromal  period 
of  local  heat,  redness  and  slight  swelling,  and  certain  subjective 
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sensations  which  attract  attention  to  the  parts.  From  first  ap- 
pearances alone  it  will  be  hard  to  decide  what  form  of  cutaneous 
disease  is  impending,  just  as  during  the  first  day  of  active  febrile 
movement  we  may  be  unable  to  predict  the  character  of  the 
disease  that  will  be  developed  on  the  morrow. 

Among  children  the  process  of  teething  and  the  quality  of  the 
food  seem  to  be  an  assignable  cause ;  in  women ,  amenorrhoda 
and  dysmenorrhoBa  frequently  exert  a  notable  influence ;  but  in 
many  cases  we  are  unable  to  give  any  reasonable  cause  for  the 
outbreak,  and  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  eczema  is  evolved 
by  some  hidden  alteration  of  the  fluids  and  solids.  There  is 
strong  presumptive  evidence  that  eczema  is  caused  from  some 
disorder  of  the  renal  function.  Indican  is  found  to  be  present 
in  the  urine  of  eczematous  patients,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  due 
to  retardation  of  the  products  of  function  and  secretion.  Others 
have  suggested  that  the  disease  may  be  due  to  a  parasite,  but  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  leaves  the  question  of  causation 
unsettled.  Eczema  may  present  in  one  of  three  different  va- 
rieties: ist — Rczetna  Simplex;  2d — Eczema  Ruhrum;  and 
3d — Eczema  Impetiginodes. 

I. — Eczema  Simplex  is  a  mild  variety;  the  affected  parts  are 
covered  with  minute  vesicles,  with  but  slight  change  in  the  color 
of  the  skin.  The  active  congestion  may  give  place  .to  a  more 
passive  form  of  indefinite  duration  characterized  by  slight  red- 
ness, with  an  occasional  moisture  alternated  with  dr3niess,  after 
which  appears  a  fine  desquamation.  The  congestion  is  usually 
attended  with  a  moderate  amount  of  heat  and  itching,  and  when 
scratched  a  small  quantity  of  serous  fluid  escapes,  which,  when 
dried,  leaves  the  cuticle  detached  in  minute  flakes  or  scales,  and 
at  this  stage  a  new  crop  of  vesicles  appears. 

Eczema  Simplex  may  extend  over  the  whole  body,  especially 
in  children  that  are  irritable,  poorly  fed,  and  have  bad  hygiene 
surroundings. 

2. — Eczema  Ruhrum  is  ^  very  intense.  As  its  name  implies 
(red  eczema),  the  heat,  redness  and  tension  are  exaggerated, 
and  may  continue  for  many  days  or  weeks.  The  vesicles  are 
evolved  and  burst  with  great  rapidity;  the  fluid  that  escapes 
irritates  and  excoriates  the  parts  with  which  it  comes  in  contact. 
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The  skin  stripped  of  its  cuticle  is  beset  with  a  multitude  of 
pores,  from  whence  exudes  a  reddish  colored  fluid,  sometimes 
in  such  profusion  as  to  soak  the  clothing,  and  after  the  torrent 
of  serum  the  sub-epidermic  layer  may  present  scales  of  false 
membrane  of  a  whitish  color,  which  becoming  detached  falls 
off  and  another  membrane  takes  its  place.  As  the  disease  ad- 
vances the  parts  lose  their  redness  and  tension,  and  either  recover 
or  pass  into  a  more  chronic  form. 

3. — Eczema  Impetiginodes  is  a  compound  of  two  diseases — 
of  eczema  and  impetigo.  Each  of  these  in  its  separate  state 
has  its  own  elementary  character — a  vesicle  in  eczema  and  a 
pustule  in  impetigo.  In  eczema  impetiginodes  we  have  both  the 
iresicle  and  pustule,  the  vesicle,  however,  being  the  primary  ele- 
ment and  generally  predominating.  It  often  happens  that  we 
iind  a  mixture  of  vesicle  and  pustule  covering  the  greater;  part 
of  the  body,  the  vesicles  becoming  purulent,  and  the  distress  in 
proportion  to  the  stage,  as  to  whether  acute  or  chronic. 

Thus  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  three  acute  forms  now 
•described  may  present  shades  of  extreme  variety,  and  when  ex- 
tended over  a  large  amount  of  surface  the  disease  is  accom- 
panied with  disturbed  action  of  a  general  nature — the  pulse  fre- 
•quent,  thirst,  anorexia  aud  disturbed  sleep.  The  most  com- 
mon complications  are  inflammations  and  indurations  of  the 
lymphatic  glands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  affection  of  the  skin,  and 
among  children  disorders  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Any  of  the  above  forms  may  pass  from  their  acute  stage  to 
the  chronic  forms,  in  which  the  skin  becomes  dried,  cracked  and 
fissured,  or  the  exudation  may  form  large  scabs.  The  crusts 
often  cover  the  entire  surface  of  the  parts  affected,  and  form  the 
familiar  picture  known  as  crusta  lacta,  milk  scurf,  porrigo  lar- 
'valis,  melitagra  flaveseins  or  nigrecans. 

A  common  nomenclature  of  eczema  is  that  according  to  the 
location  of  the  disease,  as, 

I. — Eczema  of  the  i>calp, — This  form  is  frequently  found 
among  children  at  the  breast,  and  is  often  classed  with  the  tineas 
and  porrigos.  It  is  found  in  all  stages,  from  the  simple  rough- 
ening of  the  skin  to  the  rubrum,  madidum  and  squamosum. 
The  impetiginous  variety,  however,  is  the  most  common.     The 
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crusts  often  cover  the  entire  scalp  like  a  cap,  and  may  even  in- 
volve the  cheeks,  ears  and  nose,  forehead,  and  in  fact  the  entire 
face.  The  lymphatics  of  the  nucha  and  parotid  regions  swell 
and  grow  painful ;  an  immense  quantity  of  pediculi  usually  col* 
lects  beneath  the  incrustation ;  the  bulbs  of  the  hair  may  cease 
their  function,  and  the  scalp  assumes  a  furfuraceous  appearance. 

2. — Eczema  of  the  JRace  and  Ears. — Here  the  diseased  sur« 
faces,  covered  with  a  cuticle  of  extreme  tenuity,  continue  long 
to  show  an  erythematous  blush,  but  finally  the  furfuraceous 
appearance  presents.  The  margins  of  the  eyes,  moiith  and  nose 
are  parts  not  unfrequently  affected  with  a  troublesome  eczema- 
tous  exudation.  The  ears  become  red  and  swollen,  and  the  dis- 
ease extending  to  the  meatus  auditorus  exudes  an  irritating 
ichor,  which  incrusts  and  forms  purpura. 

3. — Eczema  of  the  Nipples.  —  This  form  is  sometimes  ob- 
served in  the  chronic  form  in  young  girls  and  grown  women 
who  have  never  given  suck  to  children.  A  reddish  or  yellow 
incrustation  forms.  Dry  one  day,  and  moist  the  next.  The 
disease  is  attended  with  itching  and  burning. 

4. — Eczema  of  the  Navel^  Prepuce^  Scrotum^  Verge  of  the 
AnuSy   Inside  of  the    Thighs ^  Backs  of  the  Hands y  Points  of 
the  Elbows  and  Axillce  are  frequently  to  be  seen,  all  of  which 
present  the  same  general  symptoms  as  heretofore  described. 

5. — The  EczematoMs  Ulcer. — ^Our  subject  would  be  incom- 
plete were  we  hot  to  call  attention  to  the  eczematous  ulcer  often 
found  in  elderly  people,  on  the  legs,  possessing  the  eczematous 
exudation.  Virtually,  it  is  an  ulcer,  associated  with  vesicles, 
which  ruptures  and  exudes  the  characteristic  fluid,  then  dries  and 
leaves  scales  and  incrustations.  It  is  a  condition  often  found 
with  corpulency,  and  is  associated  with  cedema  and  a  varicose 
state  of  the  veins,  ancf  which  will  resist  all  other  curative  meas- 
ures, except  those  specially  designed  for  the  eczematous  eruption. 

We  are  aware  that  a  disease  presenting  so  many  shades  in  its 
symptoms  is  exceedingly  difficult  of  correct  diagnosis,  but  the 
following  method  will,  in  a  general  way,  aid  the  diagnostician: 
The  disease  is  vesicular ;  it  must  then  be  either  herpes  or  eczema. 
Your  flrst  thought  will  be  eczema ;  for  eczema  is  much  the  more 
common  of  the  two.     Herpes  and  eczema  occur  in  the  ratio  of 
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one  to  twenty  or  thirty.  Herpes  arranges  its  vesicles  in  a  circle ; 
eczema  covers  the  whole  patch :  now  add  the  differential  char- 
acteristics, and  there  is  no  trouble  in  the  diagnosis. 

TreaimefiL — A  successful  management  of  eczen^atous  lesions 
requires  an  exact  appreciation  of  the  conditions  present,  a 
knowledge  of  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  remedied,  and  a 
proper  application  of  these  means.  There  must  be  a  judicious 
combination  of  the  internal  and  external  treatment,  with  addi- 
tional hygienic  attention.  The  internal  treatment  is  the  ihost 
intricate ;  and  the  local  treatment  stands  midway  between  the 
internal  and  hygienic,  as  regards  importance  and  simplicity. 

In  calling  to  mind  the  influence  of  teetliing,  amenorrhcea  and 
dysmenhorrhcea,  we  are  naturally  led  to  the  indications  of  cure 
in  such  cases.  Some  get  well  under  the  influence  of  a  properly 
regulated  regimen,  rest  and  time.  Others  require  remedies  of 
greater  potency. 

The  physician  will,  of  course,  seek  to  correct  any  constitu- 
tional derangement  that  may  be  present,  and  these  conditions 
must  necessarily  suggest  the  remedy.  It  is  the  patient,  with  all  his 
functions  and  organic  derangements,  that  demands  consideration. 
What  is  present  in  one  case  is  not  exactly  duplicated  in  another; 
hence,  every  case  must  be  individualized.  The  diet  should  be 
regulated,  and  the  bowels  not  allowed  tp  become  constipated. 
Vegetable  tonics  and  alteratives  may  be  required.  Rumex 
crisp.,  stillingia,  iodide  of  lime,  iodide  of  potassium,  give  good 
results,  if  persisted  in.  Arsenic  iodide,  or  Fowler's  solution, 
are  good  remedies,  when  judiciously  used. 

There  is  one  object  in  internal  treatment  to  which  I  must  allude, 
viz:  An  atiempt  to  the  reduction  of  the  inJiHration  by  stimu" 
lating  the  absorptive  function  of  the  sanguineous  and  lym* 
fhatic  capillaries.  The  pathological  condition  consists  in  a 
superabundance  of.  small  white  cells.  Whether,  these  are 
exudative  leucocytes,  or  proliferative  connective  cells,  is  a  ques- 
tion yet  unsettled.  The  present  problem  is  to  get  rid  of  the 
overflow ;  and,  to  do  this,  we  j>ropose  to  -  stimulate  the  absorb- 
ents. No  agents  are  better  adapted  to  this  end  than  hydrastia, 
podophylin,  and  iris.  We  prefer  to  use  these  in  small  quanti- 
ties: the  «flrst  in  tritiiration  of  one-tenth  grain;  the  second  in 
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dynamometric  granules  of  one  centigrram ;  and  the  third  may  be 
used,  in  tincture  of  the  fresh  root,  ten  drops  to  three  ounces  of 
water.  Dose,  a  teaspooful  three  times  a  day.  The  above 
agents  may  be  repeated  every  three  hours  in  bad  cases. 

The  roll  of  local  treatment  is  somewhat  extensive,  but  may  be 
limited  to  a  few  of  the  best  remedies.  In  a  few  cases  local 
treatment  alone  will  succeed,  but  will  not  prevent  a  relapse. 
The  first  indications  are  to  reduce  the  congestion  and  relieve  the 
itching.  These  may  be  accomplished  by  a  mixture  of:  B.. 
Chloral  hydrate,  gum  camphor,  aa  grs.  zz ;  adeps  simplex,  ^y 
Mix,  and  apply  to  the  parts  a^ected. 

The  accumulation  of  secretion  and  crusts  requires  poultic* 
ing  and  vaseline  to  remove  them.  Ablutions  prove  irritating 
in  many  cases.  It  is  necessary  to  use,  instead  of  water,  a 
fluid  whose  specific  gravity  is  equal  to  that  of  the  blood.  A 
mixture  of  rose  water,  glycerine  and  a  little  chloride  of  sodium 
will  be  found  to  answer  this  purpose.  The  crusts  being  re- 
moved, the  most  effectively  curative  application  is:  K.  Ol. 
cadini,  3iij. ;  ol.  olivae  pure,  ^jss.  M.  S.  Anoint  the  parts 
thoroughly  twice  a  day.  The  ol.  cadini  should  be  genuine,, 
which  is  seldom  the  case,  and  druggists  often  confound  it  with 
oL  picisy  an  article  much  inferior  to  the  cade  in  the  treatment  of 
eczemas.  Pine  tar  (0/.  picis)^  birch  tar  (<>/.  vetula  alia),  and 
com  tar  ((?/.  de  maiz  quarto) ,  all  belong  to  the  same  category,, 
and  the  one  is  liable  to  be  substituted  for  the  other. 

The  next  in  importance  is  a  colorless  iodine  mixture:  'B.. 
Tinct.  iodine,  3ss. ;  sulphite  soda,  3iij ;  glycerine,  %x]9&.  M. 
S.     Apply  to  the  parts  twice  a  day. 

The  oleate  of  lead  is  highly  prized  in  eczema.  .It  has  a  com- 
bined sedative  and  astringent  action,  and  will  krrest  morbid  dis- 
charges, protect  the  surface,  and  allay  irritation.  In  the  variety 
pf  eczemas  found  in  the  flexures,  in  the  axillse  and  inside  of  the 
thighs  it  is  very  effectual,  o^ten  restoring  the  parts  to  healthy  ac- 
tion. A  small  quantity  of  the  oil  of  cade^  combined  with  the 
oleate  of  lead,  improves  its  action.  As  a  kubistitut'e  for  the 
above,  the  following  may  be  used :  ft.  Acetate  of  lead,  grs. 
XXX. ;  acetic  acid  dilute,  ^iij. ;  glycerine,  Sij  1  rose  wiaiter,  q.  s.*^ 
Syj.     M.     The  parts  to  be  cleansed|  and  the  above  applied. 
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The  next  is  the  oleate  of  zinc.  Thi«  is  a  fine  pearl-colored 
powder,  with  a  soft,  soapy  feel,  and  is  an  excellent  agent  for 
dusting  over  irritated  surfaces.  It  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  vesicu- 
lar eczemas,  and  eczema  rubrum.  In  eczema  of  the  genitals  it 
is  excellent.  When  dusted  over  a  part  of  it  clings  to  the  skin, 
and  does  not  fall  off  like  ordinary  dusting  powder.  An  oint- 
ment may  be  made,  when  required  to  be  used  in  that  form. 

The  oleate  of  bismuth  is  another  remedy  of  value  in  some 
cases.  It  will  relieve  the  engorgement  of  the  parts,  and  often 
about  the  pustules.  It  may  be  penciled  over  the  surface  with  a 
camel's  hair  brush.  It  sooths  the  tingling  and  itching,  and 
brings  comfort  to  the  patient. 

In  fissured  eczema,  where  the  disease  has  become  chronic,  es- 
pecially upon  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet,  the 
following  will  be  found  useful: .  &.  Oleate  mercury,  Jss. ;  ol. 
cadini,  ^ij. ;  oleum  olivse,  i'xy  M.  S.  Rub  well  into  the  parts 
night  and  morning. 

In  infantile  eczema,  where  cinsts  form  upon  the  parts,  espe- 
cially upon  the  hairy  scalp,  I  prefer  to  abandon  the  use  of  the 
preparation  of  lead  and  mercury.  /  The  cade,  with  olive  oil,  will 
cure  the  case. 

In  eczema  of  the  anus,  nipple  and  umbilicus :  B.  Bismutht 
oleatis,  siij. ;  ext.  belladonna,  grs.  xv.  ;  hydrarg.  bichlor., 
gr.  j. ;  cerati  simplex,  3j.  M.  S.  Apply  at  bed-time.  Com- 
presses wet  with  weak  solution  of  potassa ;  or  olive  oil  and  lime  < 
water ;  or  glycerine  and  rose  water ;  or  bichloride  of  mercury, 
one  grain  to  the  ounce  of  rose  water,  are  also  recommended. 

Intractable  cases  of  chronic  eczema  may  require  more  heroic 
treatment:  Caustic  potash,  one  drachm,  to  water,  three 
drachms ;  a  bunch  of  absorbent  cotton,  with  which  the  solution 
may  be  rapidly  passed  over  the  eruption ;  after  which  the  parts 
should  be  covered  with  cold  water  compresses ;  or,  if  necessary, 
the  effects  may  be  neutralized  by  vinegar  and  water.  Canthari- 
dal  collodion  may  be  used  in  the  same  way ;  or  croton  oil  can  be 
applied.  A  single  application  of  either  of  these  irritants  i^ 
often  sufficient  to  change  an  indolent  patch  of  eczema  into  an 
active  one,  after  which  it  only  requires  Ae  treatment  appropriate 
to  the  acute  form  of  eczema. 
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The  hypodermic  injection  of  the  arseniate  of  sodium  has  been 
practiced  recently.  A  one-fifth  per  cent,  solution,  or  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  solution  of  the  drug,  is  injected  into  the  eczema- 
tous  patch ;  from  five  to  ten  minims  of  the  solution  is  used  at  a 
time,  and  may  be  repeated  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days. 

Chronic  eczemas  usually  require  constitutional  treatment  to 
precede  the  local  measures,  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  recession. 
The  eczematous  ulcer  of  the  leg  is  best  treated  by  saturating 
gauze  muslin  with  cade  oil,  and  applying  from  two  to  six  layers 
of  the  gauze,  overlaying  this  with  absorbent  cotton,  and,  over 
all,  the  application  of  a  rubber  roller  bandage.  A  daily  dress- 
ing will  soon  accomplish  a  cure. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  many 
diseased  conditions  of  the  eyes  are  due  to  eczema ;  not  only 
ophthalmic  tarsi,  but  granular  lids,  a  peculiar  swelling  of  the 
sub-integumental  connective  tissue  of  the  lids,  lippitudo,  catar- 
rhal ophthalmia,  keratitis,  and  even  ulcers  on  the  cornea,  are 
merely  varieties  of  eczematous  disease.  Eczema  of  the  con- 
junctiva presents  many  important  features.  .  The  so-called  stru- 
mous ophthalmia  may  be  regarded  as  a  chronic  eczema.  If 
treated  as  eczema,  many  of  these  cases  soon  recover.  Eczema 
is  often  limited  to  sites  as  small  as  the  cornea.  The  treatment 
should  be  directed  to  eczema.  Its  chief  features  are  non-stimu- 
lating diet,  with  tincture  of  phytolaca  and  the  syrup  iodide  of 
iron  internally.  LociEilly,  a  wash  of  acetus  plumbi,  or  a  few 
grrains  of  iodoform  rubbed  iip  very  fine  and  mixed  with  a  few 
drops  of  castor  oil,  dropped  into  the  lids  and  rubbed  upon  the 
margins.  If  the  lids  are  affected,  as  also  in  pannus,  lippitudo 
and  granular  lids,  a  little  of  the  eczematous  ointments  may  be 
used  with  advantage. 
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Tannin  is  claimed  to  be  a  specific  for  carbuncle.     The  dry 

powder  should  be  sprinkled  on  as  long  as  it  will  dissolve.   Every 

day  the  carbuncle  should  be  washed  and  re-sprinkled  with  tannin. 

It  is  said  that  under  this  treatment  the  carbuiicle^aoon  heals,  and 

.without  much  pain. — Med,  World. 
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ART.  ZIT.— Vterine  Bzaminatioiii.— By  S.  S.  Stauper,  M.  D., 
Phila.,  Pa. 

[continubd  on  page  io4.] 

What  are  these  examinations  for  and  their  results? 

These  questions  may  appear  strange,  but  if  we  follow  the 
main  track  for  forty  ye^rs,  leaving  even  the  sidings  unnoticed, 
the  strangeness  will  be  considerably  reduced. 

For  the  commencement  of  the  above  period,  outside  of  Meig's 
and  Hodge's  practice,  almost  any  female  who  had  been  examined 
Tvas  found  to  have  ulceration  of  the  cervix,  os,  or  both.  The 
mode  of  treatment  was  to  cauterize  them  with  nitrate|  of  silver 
or  other  caustics.  These  ulcers  or  abrasions  we  have  still, 
and  the  mode  of  treatment,  with  rare  exceptions,  has  not  ma- 
terially changed. 

Before,  the  caustic  custom  prevailed  even  one  decade,  the 
•examinations  failed  to  find  so  much  ulceration.  But  the  touch, 
shaded  or  dark  view  of  the  field  before  the  speculum  in  common 
revealed  inflammation  of  the  womb  or  cervix  only.  Whether  the 
•diseases  changed  or  the  physicians,  the  text-books  fail  to  tell  us. 

To  overcome  these  inflammations  locally,  the  adherents  were 
again  divided  in  sentiment  and  practice.  One  theory  prevailed, 
that  if  the  cervix  or  uterus,  as  far  as  could  be  seen,  was  rubbed 
•over  with  lunar  caustic  until  white,  from  which  the  junction  of 
vagina  also  obtains  a  due  portion,  the  inflammation  would  sub- 
aid^.  This  was  and  is  still  profitably  among  the  paying  class,  as 
it  keeps,  if  repeated  every  week  or  two,  the  parts  continually 
aore.  When  disease  or  other  cirumstances  interrupt  the  appli* 
-cation  and  the  cervix  heals,  it  is  found  cicatrized,  so  that  for  many 
months  the  os  does  no  more  appear  clear  to  view  and  natural  in 

ahape* 

Another  way  of  subduing  thi^  inflammation  was  leeching  by 

aid  of  the  glass  speculum.  This  had  in  itself  an  objectionable 
feature.  The  l^echer  had  to  be  an  experienced  man  or  woman, 
^ho  charged  well  for  it,  and  in  consequence  the  number  of  pa- 
tients were  found  less  numerous.     There  has  been,  however,  not 

•»—»——      — ^.».^— ^1^— ^— ^— »— — >— ^i— ^— 1^— — ^»^^— ^— — ^— ^— ^-^■^^— ^^— ^j^— ^— .^^^i^^^^—^ 

KoTS.— In  last  article,  p.  108,  fourth  line  from  bottom,  rea$on  shoaid 


164  Ut&nne  Ewaminaticme. 

mnch  ingenuity  required  to  overcome  this  expensive  leecbin^^ 
drawing  blood  by  scarification  being  invented  instead. 

Thousands  of  graduates  were  so  fired  up  by  the  scarification' 
theory,  that  they  made  it  their  chief  comer  stone  to  build  upon  a 
lucrative  practice.  But  many  have  found  that  this  theory  and 
the  sight  of  blood  have  no  particular  attraction  for  the  patientSi. 
and  in  addition  that  scarification  is  a  comparatively  inefficient 
element  in  this  line  of  treatment. 

Medical  science  scarcely  stands  still,  but  rolls  on  whether 
on  a  correct  or  incorrect  road.  Uterine  inflammation  has  been 
rather  a  common  expression  for  the  leaders  in  the  profession. 
They  assumed  technical  terms,  such  as  metritis,  endo-metritis,. 
endo-cer\'icitis,  and  such  like.  If  room  in  my  ^'Bird's  Eye 
View"  of  gynecology,  I  will  show  the  discrepancies  even  in  the 
text-books  of  these  expressions. 

Another  step  and  we  come  to  laceration  of  the  perineum » 
This  cannot  be  known  by  the  touch,  nor  seen  by  the  ordinary 
speculum,  or  naked  eye,  unless  extending  externally.  Observa- 
tion does  plainly  show  that  the  repairing  adds  to  comfort,  yet  but 
little  to  the  restoration  of  health,  unless  a  true  mechanical  sup- 
port is  added.  There  are  many  women  who  carry  lacerated 
perineums,  and  sufEer  much  less  than  many  whose  perineum  had 
been  mended. 

Only  one  more  step  and  we  come  to  laceration  of  the  cervix.. 
It  is  common,  especially  in  large  cities,  that  physicians  recom- 
mend these  patients  to  women  surgeons.  If  all  goes  well,  the 
family  physician  will  receive  praise,  but  if  no  benefit  results  he 
is  liable  to  lose  the  family,  their  influence  and  connections. 

The  same  as  in  the  laceration  of  the  perineum,  there  is  a  cer- 
tain and  a  visible  laceration  of  the  c^prxx.  But,  said  another, 
''often  so  slight  or  high  up  that  the  general  practitioner  cannot 
Vee  it,  but  only  the  surgeon.'*  If  health  is  not  restored,  which 
is  often  the  case,  unless  the  uterus,  in  addition,  after  beiqg 
liealed,  is  held  in  ''health  line,'*  the  recommending  physician's 
reputation  may  likewise  suffer.  In  case  of  entire  failure,  the 
question  is  frequently  asked  of  the  family  physician  if  he  saw  the 
"laceration,"  or  if  he  delivered  or  recommended  the  patient  only 
on  the  confidence  he  had  in  the  surgeon,  without  his  personal 
supervision. 
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Although  that  the  uterine  examining  instruments  devised  in* 
forty  years  are  so  nt:imeh>us  that  a  journalist  lately  said  that  the 
speculums  were  legion,  the  confusion  does  not  appear  as  great 
as  in  some  of  the  therapeutical  departments  in  medicine.  Tiie 
result  has,  however,  not  been  very  gratif3ring  to  patients  and 
their  families,  and  I  should  think  not  to  physicians. 

At  the  farther  end  of  the  forty  years,  most  all  the  physicians- 
attributed  the  common  ailments  of  women  to  ulceration  and  in* 
flammation  of  the  cervix  uteri.     Some  still  hold  on  to  these  and 
intermediate  theories,  whereas  the  cervix  mending  is  still   con* 
fined  to  a  comparatively  few  operators. 

The  result  of  these  examinations,  with  corresponding  treat- 
ment, needs  no  explanation  here,  as  these  physicians  needs 
only  to  survey  the  families  in  their  practice,  even  their  own  kin- 
dred, and  sometimes  even  their  own  families  to  find  abundant, 
uncorrected  misery. 

As  evidence  that  these  cases  can  be  satisfactorily  corrected,  I 
have  clipped  short  sentences  from  physicians'  letters  comprising-  • 
eight  blocks .     The  instruments  paid  in  every  instance ;  no  un- 
derground inducements  whatever  to  manufacture  references.     A 
copy,  always,  of  the  latest  block  was  sent  with  every  circular 
catalogue  already  for  ten  years. 

A  physician  who  resided  a  short  distance  from  a  western  city 
purchased  a  case  of  speculums  in  1882.  He  praised  them  vexy 
highly.  I  tried  to  persuade  him,  as  I  have  done  many  readers  of 
this  journal,  to  add  the  support  to  the  local  treatment.  He 
did  not  respond  until  he  moved  jnto  the  city  last  year,  when  he- 
iound  the  misery  from  displacemeift  beyond  his  expectation.  He- 
described  his  cases  well  and  numbered  them.  He  moved  very 
cautiously,  described  but  one  case  at  a  time,  with  the  exception, 
of  two  in  one  instatice.     He  has  now  reached  No.  lo. 

Several  months  latier  another  physician  started  in  a  small 
ivestem  town.  Described  hh  cfftes  well,  asked  for  advice  andl 
already  reached  his  eighth  case. 

Another  in  the  same  'stsfte  commended  st9I  later,  but  evidtMtly 
Vith  no  less  caution  and  determination. ,  Ddrirtg  my  writing  thi^ 
page  I  received  bis  fourth  description,  and  he  intimates  that  wHh. 
'the  i^ppai'ent 'sUccei^s  he  *'can  easily"  bold^efoit  in  this  Htie  dt 
treatment  in  that  locality. 
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These  few,  present  time,  instances  plainly  show  the  condition 
of  many  women  in  most  all  localities  where  the  simplified  and 
reform  treatment  has  not  been  adopted. 

They  demonstrate  the  defect  in  medical  colleges,  which  with- 
hold or  depress  the  knowledge  that  there  is  a  mode  of  treatment 
by  which  a  large  portion  of  sufferers  may  be  restored  to  comfort 
if  not  to  complete  satisfaction,  on  whom  surgical  operations  are 
«aid  to  be  the  only  means  of  relief. 

They  also  represent  the  inconsistency  of  recent  graduates  to 
attempt  to  establish  themselves  in  their  own  or  strange  localities 
on  consumptives,  kidney  diseases,  etc.,  where  life  hangs  on  but  a 
single  thread  as  it  were ;  or  obstetrics,  when  a  single  blunder  of 
inexperience  may  blast  the  entire  confidence  in  the  community  for 
years,  instead  of  restoring  rights,  privileges,  peace,  health,  and 
•comfort  to  the  family  circle. 


ABSTBACTS. 

fissure  of  the  Amu. 

At  the  posterior  commissure  of  the  anus,  by  the  side  of  a  pile 
tumor,  a  fissure  forms,  and  the  defect  renders  the  sufferer  utterly 
4niserable. 

The  difficulty  is  encountered  in  middle  life,  and  in  both  sexes. 
Possibly  it  comes  from  constitutional  syphilis  and  eczema! 
Constipation  favors  a  localization  of  the  systemic  taint.  The 
.^eatest  distress  is  experienced  when  an  effort  is  made  to  evacu- 
4ite  the  bowels.  As  soon  as  the  anal  sphincter  is  pressed  upon 
and  forced  to  dilate,  the  elongated,  irritable  and  indurated  ulcer 
causes  a  reflex  action,  which  takes  away  the  ability  to  strain,  and 
sends  a  sickening  sensation  through  the  entire  body.  The  pa- 
tient may  have  no  rational  idea  of  what  the  disease  should.be 
called.  He  niay  think  he  has  piles,  and  be  treated  for  hemor- 
rhoids, and  yet  no  benefit  will  be  obtained.     If  a  surgeon  be 

• 

consulted  he  will  place  the  patient  on  the  abdomen,  and  expose 
^he  anus  in  a  good  light.  He  will  then  part  the  nates  with  his 
hands,  and  ask  the  afflicted  individual  to  strain  as  if  to  expel 
iflatus.     The  pressure  will  protrude  the  anus  to  the  extent  that 
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the  lower  end  of  the  fissure  can  be  seen.  The  other  extremity  of 
the  morbid  furrow  reaches  to  a  point  just  within  the  sphincter. 
It  appears  like  a  raw  snlcus,  with  hard  borders.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  blood  and  pus  may  be  seen,  though  the  fissure  is  often 
dry,  or  free  from  purulency.  A  thorough  exploration  of  the 
difficulty  can  not  be  executed  unless  the  patient  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  an  anaesthetic.  The  application  of  a  solution  of  coca 
might  deaden  sensation,  to  the  extent  that  the  anus  might  be 
turned  outward  or  manipulatfsd  without  pain.  But,  as  I  am 
about  to  advise  a  course  of  treatment  that  does  away  with  a 
surgical  operation,  an  anaesthetic  need  not  be  mentioned. 

Indeed,  a  painful  exploration  need  not  be  executed.  As  soon 
as  it  be  ascertained  that  anal  fissure  exists,  the  topical  use  of 
salicylic  acid  and  vaseline  is  to  be  commended,  thirty  grains  of 
the  salt  to  an  ounce  of  the  unguent.  This  is  to  be  pressed  into 
the  depths  of  the  anus  once  a  day,  and  after  an  alvine  discharge. 

The  agent — ^salicylic  acid — ^produces  little  pain,  but  utterly 
destroys  the  hard  ridges  that  flank  the  flasure,  and  obliterates  the 
pile  tumor  at  whose  base  the  sensitive  crack  is  located.  In  a 
wordy  the  supersensitiveness  will  soon  subside,  and  all  the  ac-^ 
companying  aches  in  hips  and  back.  However,  to  effect  a  cure 
Jute  et  jucunde  the  internal  use  of  arsenic  should  be  prescribed* 
Fowler's  solution  in  drop  doses,  repeated  every  four  hours,  ia 
next  to  necessary  in  accomplishing  the  happiest  results. 

Women  suffering  from  anal  fissure  will  divert  attention  from 
the  location  of  the  disease,  and  demand  remedies  for  urinary  and 
uterine  difficulties.  In  times  past  it  was  customary  to  cauterize 
the  OS  tincae,  under  the  theory  that  ulcer  of  the  cervix  existed. 
It  may  be  remarked  en  passant  that  dyspareunia  and  vaginismus 
are  occasional  sequences  of  fissure  of  the  anus.  A  practitioner 
of  medicine  has  to  be  wary  in  the  diagnosis  of  morbid  phenom^ 
ena  of  a  reflex  character. 

Formerly,  I  excised  fissure  ani  with  curved  scissors ;  and  the 
difficulty  of  executing  the  operation  well  has  rendered  me  all 
the  more  pleased  with  a  method  that  requires  no  cutting.  My 
experience  with  salicylic  acid  in  the  treatment  of  malignant 
ulceration  led  me  to  try  the  agent  in  fissure  of  the  anus. — Hows^ 
in  the  B.  M.  yournaL 
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•Gen.  Orant-  Condition  of  the  Dif  tingniihed  Patient — EiB  Case  ai 
Doioribed  by  Hedieal  Journals. 

During  the  past  week  the  local  disease  of  Gen.  Grant  has 
^hown  no  marked  tendency  toward  progressive  ulceration.  At 
the  recent  weekly  consultation  Dr.  Fordyce  Baricer  was  unavoid- 
ably absent.  Drs.  J.  H.  Douglas,  Henry  B.  Sands  and  Geo.  F. 
Shrady,  who  were  present,  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
'General's  throat,  with  a  view  of  discussing  the  expediency  of  a 
radical  surgical  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  growth.  Such 
measure  wonld  involve  a  division  of  the  lower  jaw  on  the  me- 
*dian  line,  extirpation  of  the  entire  tongue  and  greater  part  of 
the  soft  palate,  together  with  removal  of  the  ulcerated  and 
infiltrated  fauces  and  indurated  glandular  strictures  under  the 
right  angle  of  the  lower  jaw.  This  was  considered  mechanic* 
ally  possible,  despite  the  close  proximity  and  probable  involve* 
ment  of  tissues  adjoining  large  arteries  and  veins  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  ulceration;  but  in  the  best  .interests  of  the  distin- 
guished patient,  the  surgeons  did  not  feel  inclined  to  recommend 
this  procedure.  Even  by  such  means  there  could  be  no  guar- 
antee, in  view  of  the  extensive  surrounding  infiltration,  that  the 
limits  of  the  disease  could  be  reached  without  immediate  risk  to 
jlife  by  a  severe  shock  to  the  constitution,  already  much  enfeebled. 
Low  vital  power  is  such  a  strong  element  in  the  decision  that, 
for  the  present  at  least,  no  operation  will  be  undertaken.  Ulceiv 
ation  on  the  side  of  the  tongue  has  not  progressed  far  enongh  to 
-produce  the  usual  intolerable  pain  associated  with  that  condition, 
but,  should  that  symptom  appear,  it  may  be  deemed  advisable 
*to  divide  the  gfustatory  nerve.  The  general  tone  of  the  patient's 
system  remains  about  the  same  as  at  last  report,  notwithstanding 
he  has  suffered  much  from  insomnia.  The  latter  in  the  last  day 
-or  two  has  been  kept  under  control  by  a  suitable  anodyne. 
There  is  no  pain  in  swallowing,  and  sufficient  food  is  taken  with 
reasonable  relish. — Medical  Record^  Mar.  21. 

Lingual  epitheliomex,  as  a  rule,  rapidly  progresses  toward  a 
fatal  termination.  When  left  to  itself,  the  life  of  the  patient, 
from  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease,  varies,  in  accordance 
with  the  estimates  of  different  observers,  from  10.5  to  13  months, 
^the  average  being  IX.7  months:     Death  ensues:     i.   From  gen- 
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«ralization  of  the  disease.    2.    From  septic  pneumonia,  from 
inhalation  of  putrid  emanations,  which  result  from  decomposi- 
tion of  the  products  of  the  ulcerated  surface.     3.    From  starva- 
tion, through  pressure  of  infected  lymphathalic  glands  and  sur^ 
rounding  parts  upon  the  oesophagus,  thereby  interfering  with 
•deglutition.     And,   lastly,  from  hemorrhage,  proceeding  from 
ulcerated  lingual  arteries  or  vessels  in  the  neck.    The  duration 
•of  life  of  those  who  survive   an  operation  averages  nineteen 
months.     Not  only  does  operative  interference  prolong  life  and 
relieve  suffering,  but  it  effects  a  final  cure  in  14  per  cent,  of  all 
•cases.     In  attaining  these  results  it  must,  however,  be  remem- 
bered that  incision  of  the  tongue  is  attended  with  mortality  in  23 
percent.,  the  principal  dangers  being  the  shock,  hemorrhage, 
<Bdema  of  glottis,  septic  lung  affections,  pyemia  and  erysipelas, 
4ome  of  which  risks  can  be  avoided  by  takiifg  careful  precau- 
tions during  the  operation,  and  by  adopting  antiseptic«measures 
<luring  and  after  the  procedure.     When,  in  addition  to  disease  of 
^e  tongue  itself,  the  palate  and  tonsil  are  involved,  prognosis  is 
Hr  more  grave,  whether  the  disease  be  permitted-  to  pursue 
its  unaided  course  or  whether  it  be  subjected  to  the  knife.     In 
the  latter  event,  not  only  will  the  tongue  have  to  be  extirpated, 
but  the  disease  of  the  palate  and  tonsil  will  have  to  be  reached. 
So  far  as  we  can  learn,  there  is  no  example  of  the  performance 
of  the  double  operation  on  record,  and  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  not 
justifiable. — Phila.  Med,  News^  Mar.  21. 

The  Sztemal  Vse  of  OUoroform  in  Labor. 

Dr.  Svanberg^s  method  of  the  external  use  of  chloroform  in 
labor  is  simple :  A  piece  of  flannel,  saturated  with  a  solution  of 
chloroform  and  sweet  oil,  equal  parts,  is  applied  to  the  skin, 
oetween  the  umbilicus  and  symphysis.  Light  strokes  over  the 
cloth  secure  even  distribution  of  the  solution^  and  exact  approxi- 
mation of  the  fabric.  The  application  may  be  renewed  accord- 
ing to  necessity.  Dr.  Svanberg  has  observed  that  usually  in 
from  five  to  ten  minutes  the  chloroform  has  performed  its 
function. 

The  indications  for  the  external  use  of  chloroform  in  labor 
include  a  variety  of  conditions.     In  general  terms  it  may  be 
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said  that  the  local  application  is  designed  to  supersede  the  in-^ 
halation  of  diloroform.    . 

Dr.  Svanberg  has  successfully  employed  this  method  in  cases- 
of  retained  placenta  with  tetanus  uteris  transverse  presentations^ 
with  rigidly  contracted  uterus  and  escape  of  the  liquor  amniiy 
and  breech  presentations  with  rigidity  of  the  internal  os.  la 
certain  of  these  cases  the  inlialation  of  chloroform  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  relax  the  uterine  contractions. 

It  is  not  unfitting,  in  this  connection,  to  hear  Dr.  Svanberg's- 
individual  testimony  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  method:  ^' Since 
that  day  (December,  1887)  I  have  never  used  chloroform  by 
inhalation  for  rigid  contractions  of  the  uterus." — Chicago  Med., 
your,   and  Rx. 


How  to  Cure  a  F|lon. — ^By  C.  C.  Gratiot,  M.  D. 

One  d^y  in  July,  1883,  after  returning  from  a  call  in  the  coun- 
try, I  found,  a  gentleman  waiting  in  my  office  to  consult  me 
about  a  felon  that  was  giving  him  great  pain,  upon  the  index, 
finger  of  the  left  hand.  While  waiting  for  me  he  had  picked 
up  one  of  my  medical  journals,  and  read  an  article  entitled 
*'  How  to  Cure  a  Felon."  My  patient  asked  me  to  try  it  on 
him.  I  advised  him  to  let  me  make  a  free  incision  down  to  the 
bone,  believing  it  the  only  course  to  pursue  that  amounted  to> 
anything  in  the  treatment  of  paronychia.  As  he  was  a  little 
timid,  and  insisted  on  my  trying  the  other  plan,  I  consented.. 
The  mode  of  treatment  is  this,  and  I  quote  the  writer's  own 
words:  ^*  Take  common  salt,  roasted  on  a  hot  stove  until  all  the 
chlorine  gas  is  thrown  off,  or  it  is  as  dry  as  you  can  make  it. 
Take  a  teaspoonful,  and  also  a  teaspoonful  of  pulverized  Castile 
soap,  add  a  teaspoonful  of  Venice  turpentine,  mix  them  well 
into  a  poultice  and  apply  on  the  felon.  If  you  have  ten  felons- 
at  once,  make  as  many  poultices.  Renew  this  poultice  twice  a 
day.  In  four  or  five  days  your  felon  will,  if  not  opened  before 
your  poultice  is  first  put  on,  present  a  hole  down  to  the  bone^ 
where  the  pent-up  matter  was  before  your  poultice  brought  it 
out.  If  the  felon  has  been  cut  open  or  opened  itself,  or  is  about 
to  take  off  the  finger  to  the  first  joint,  no  matter,  put  on  your 
poultice ;  it  will  stop  right  there,  and  in  time  your  finger  will 
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get  well,  even  if  one  of  the  first  bones  is  gone.     Of  course  it 
will  not  restore  the  lost  bone,  but  it  will  get  well  soon." 

So  far  as  my  faith  went  in  the  treatment  of  a  felon  in  that 
way,  I  never  would  have  tried  it.  My  patient  came  back  to  me 
in  four  days,  with  pain  and  throbbing  all  gone,  and  with  no  ten- 
derness or  swelling.  Upon  removing  the  poultice,  there  was  a 
round  hole  down  to  the  bone,  discharging  a  bloody,  thick  pus, 
such  as  I  have  sometimes  seen  come  from  acute  ulcers.  He 
.stated  that  after  the  first  application  of  the  poultice,  about  eight 
hours  after  he  left  my  office,  he  suffered  no  more  pairi ;  in  three 
days  more  he  was  almost  entirely  well.  This  induced  me  to 
determine  to  try  it  on  other  felons  that  I  might  be  called  upon  to 
treat ;  and  from  July  until  the  middle  of  October  a  great  many 
felons  occurred  among  the  farmers,  caused  by  the  frequent 
handling  of  pitchforks  in  making  hay,  and  in  stacking  and 
threshing  grain.  Suffice  it  to  say  I  tried  it  on  seven  cases  of 
felon,  and  it  never  once  failed  me.  It  is  simple  in  preparation^ 
and  the  soap  and  salt  are  always  at  hand,  which  with  a  few 
cents'  worth  of  Venice  turpentine  will  make  many  poultices. 
The  cases  in  which  I  used  it  got  well  more  rapidly  and  suffered 
less  pain,  and  the  finger  regained  its  normal  condition  more 
quickly,  than  after  incision  or  any  mode  of  treatment  I  had  ever 
previously  adopted. —  Col/,  and  Clin.  Record. 


Tranniatic  Tetanus  Treated  by  Bserine  and  Local  Warmth  and 
Moittnre. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Brandt  reports,  in  the  Practitioner^  Oct.,  1884,  a 
case  of  tetanus,  which,  after  exposure  to  cold,  followed  a  slight  cut 
of  the  thumb  in  a  young  man  of  rather  delicate  constitution.  The 
wound  was  drelsed  with  carbolized  oil,  and  healed  perfectly 
well,  but  ten  days  later  the  patient  contracted  a  severe  cold,  ac- 
companied by  general  stiffening  of  the  muscles  of  the  legs,  back, 
chest,  throat  and  masseters,  with  great  restlessness  and  insomnia.^ 
Bromide  of  potassium  and  chloral  were  given  in  fifteen-grain 
doses  during  the  day,  and  morphine  subcutaneously  at  nighf) 
but  did  not  prevent  the  onset  of  convulsions,  which  became 
more  and  more  frequent  and  violent.  Eserine  was  then  injected 
subcutaneously  every  hour,   first  in   doses  of  yj^y,  and  then  of 
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i^j  grain,  accompanied  by  an  ice-bag  to  the  spine,  but  produced 
no  apparent  relief  of  the  symptoms,  and  morphia  was  still  re- 
quired to  procure  rest  at  night.  The  thumb  was  then  kept  cov- 
ered with  warm,  moist  cloths,  and  the  use  of  eserine  internally 
persisted  in  for  three  days,  in  ^^  grain  doses,  at  first  every  hour, 
and  then  at  longer  intervals,  continuing  the  use  of  the  ice-bag 
and  morphia  at  night.  At  the  end  of  the  third  day,  improve- 
ment was  well  marked;  there  was  lest  rigidity,  less  sweating, 
and  better  nights.  At  no  time  was  his  power  of  deglutition 
seriously  disturbed.  The  calabar  bean  was  then  stopped,  and 
potassium  bromide  again  given  three  times  daily,  with  morphia 
at  night.  Three  weeks  later,  convalescence  was  complete,  with 
the  exception  of  slight  stitfness  and  pain  in  the  groin  and  lum- 
bar region.  Chloroform  was  also  employed  to  shorten  the  con- 
vulsions.—  Therapeutic  Gazette,       * 


■♦- 


Calomel  in  the  Treatment  of  Otorrhosa. 

Dr.  J.  Gottstein,  in  the  Archives  of  Otology^  Sept.  to  Dec, 
1S84,  strongly  recommends  the  use  of  calomel  in  the  treatment 
of  otorrhoea.  He  says :  During  the  past  year  I  have  used  the 
calomel  by  way  of  trial  in  a  number  of  cases  that  seemed  suit- 
able, especially  such  as  could  be  submitted  to  daily  observation. 

I  have  satisfied  myself  ( i )  that  the  remedy  is  absolutely  free 
from  irritation  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  middle  ear; 
(2)  that  it  forms  neither  upon  nor  in  the  mucous  membrane  any 
precipitate  difficult  of  removal ;  (3)  that  surprising  results  are 
often  obtained  under  its  use. 

Accordingly,  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
in  my  private  practice,  as  well  as  in  my  polyclinic,  employed 
calomel  in  the  treatment  of  all  cases  of  oton'hoea  in  which,  fol- 
lowing ^ezold's  direction,  I  had  previously  made  use  of  boric 
acid,  alone  or  as  a  supplementary  means.  I  withheld  the  calo- 
mel only  from  such  patients  as,  coming  from  a  distance,  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  but  once. 

My  observations  now  exceed  eighty  in  number,  so  that  I  feel 
justified  in  communicating  the  results  of  my  experience  with  this 
method. 

My  method  of  procedure  is  as  follows:  The  ear  is  in  the  usual 
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way  syringed  carefully  with  a  weak  sublimate  solution  (one- 
tenlh  per  cent,)  ;  the  residue  of  the  secretion  is  forced  into  the 
external  meatus  by  the  employment  of  Politzer's  method,  and 
then  removed  by  syringing,  and  finally  the  ear  is  well  dried  with 
cotton. 

The  calomel  (vapore  parat.)  is  then  blown  in  through  a  pow- 
der blower,  and  the  auditory  canal  closed  as  well,  as  possible  by 
means  of  cotton.  The  further  treatment  is  the  same  as  with  the 
boric  acid.  That  on  which  I  lay  the  most  stress  is,  that  calo- 
mel, in  my  opinion,  has  a  much  more  decided  and  certain  anti- 
septic action  than  the  boric  acid. 

I  am  anxious  to  avoid  the  error  into  which  those  writers  fall 
who  overestimate  the  value  of  the  remedies  recommended  by 
them.  Calomel  also  tails  in  some  of  the  cases  in  which  power- 
ful antiseptic  action  is  desired,  because  considerlablc  tissue- 
alterations  in  the  drum  cavity  are  absent.  Yet  I  have,  with  no 
method  of  treatment,  not  even  with  the  boric  acid,  attained  such 
speedy  results  as  I  have  with  this  remedy  in  acute  as  well  as  in 

chronic  forms  of  otorrhoea. 
«  ♦ 

The  calomel  is  also  suitable,  as  is  the  boric  acid,  for  employ- 
ment after  operations  in  the  middle  ear,  cauterization  with 
nitrate  of  silver,  the  use  of  the  galvano-cautery,  and  in  con- 
junction with  the  alcohol  treatment.  In  these  cases,  the  power- 
ful antiseptic  action  of  the  remedy  is  conspicuous. — Med,  News. 


Aphasia  and  Aphemia. 

The  above  closely  allied  affections  are  well  characterized  and 
their  difference  markedly  brought  out  in  the  following  descrip- 
tive notes  (^London  Lancet^  1S84) : 

Aphasia, — A  woman,  aged  fifty-two,  on  November  20,  be- 
ing previously  in  good  health,  was  found  at  8  a.  m.  sitting  on 
the  side  of  her  bed,  unable  to  speak  or  to  move  her  right  arm  or 
ieg.  For  five  days  she  did  not  seem  to  understand  anything, 
though  there  was  apparently  no  actual  loss  of  consciousness. 
The  patient  was  admitted  to  the  London  Hospital  on  December 
1 2th,  when  her  condition  was  as  follows:  She  is  intelligent,  and 
seems  much  distressed  at  her  present  condition.  She  has  com- 
plete motor  paralysis  in  the  right  arm  and  leg ;  the  sensation  in 
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them  is  increased.  There  is  no  facial  paralysis.  Patient  can 
open  her  mouth,  but  cannot  protrude  her  tongue  when  told^ 
though  she  makes  great  efforts  to  do  so.  She  cannot  say  ^^yes" 
or  *'no"  in  answer  to  any  question,  nor  does  she  even  shake  or 
nod  her  head.  She  is,  however,  constantly  saying  either  ^'Oht 
dear  me!"  (an  expression  she  habitually  used  at  home),  or 
'^Pretty  Kitty!."  (an  expression  never  heard  at  home),  though 
«he  does  not  say  either  one  or  the  other  when  told  to  do 
so.  Her  articulation  and  vocalization,  though  confined  to  these 
four  words,  are  perfect.  The  patient  will  not  make  the  least 
attempt  at  writing  (with  her  left  hand),  nor  does  she  ever  read. 
If  several  numbers  are  written  down  she  points  to  the  one  repre- 
senting her  age.  There  is  no  history  of  syphilis.  The  hearty 
arteries  and  lungs  appear  normal.  She  has  control  over  the 
sphincters.  She  has  some  small  varicose  veius  in  the  leg.  A  fort- 
night after  her  admission,  the  patient  said  on  one  occasion  to  her 
nurse,  *'Make  it,"  refening  to  her  bed,  and  now  occasionally 
shakes  her  head  in  negation.  Her  condition  is  otherwise  un- 
changed, though  she  makes  great  efforts  to  speak.  ^  In  this  case 
there  is  no  loss  of  articulation  (  aphemia  ),  no  loss  of  voice 
(aphonia),  no  mere  loss  of  memory  (  amnesia  ),  but  there  i$> 
complete  loss  of  intelligent  speech,  spoken  or  written  (aphasia). 

Aphemia,  —  The  patient  is  a  man,  aged  twenty-two.  On 
December  12th,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  loss^ 
of  speech,  and  admitted  to  the  hospital  the  same  day.  He  did 
not  lose  consciousness.  He  had  right  facial  paralysis,  princi- 
pally of  the  lower  half  of  the  face.  He  can  protrude  the  tongue 
readiJy,  which  is  deflected  to  the  paralyzed  side.  He  has  slight 
paresis  of  the  right  forearm  and  leg.  In  answer  to  txtry 
question  he  can  give  only  a  sort  of  husky  grunt.  He  can- 
not utter*a  single  word.  He  had  been  hoarse  for  a  fortnight 
before  the  attack,  but  the  voice  is  now  much  improved  by  the 
application  of  the  interrupted  current  to  the  vocal  cords.  The 
patient  is  very  intelligent,  and  nods  or  shakes  his  head,  or  writes 
his  answers  correctly  by  pantomime  on  his  hand,  with  one  finger^ 
or  with  paper  and  pencil. 

No  specific   history  can  be  obtained.     The  head  and  arteries 
are  normal.     In  this  case  the  patient  was   at  first  aphonic,  but 
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lias  now  recovered  his  voice.  He  is  not  aphasic,  for  though  he 
cannot  articulate,  he  can  speak  intelligently  (if  one  may  use  the 
expression)  in  writing.  He  has,  however,  totally  lost  the  power 
of  articulation,  though  there  is  no  paralysis  of  these  muscles, 
and  no  difficulty  of  deglutition,  and  is,  therefore,  aphemic. 
After  three  weeks  his  condition  remained  unchanged. 


Xenorrhagia  and  Metrorrhagia. — Bv  A.  J.  Howe,  M.  D.,  Cin. 

Although  menorrhagia  signifies  excessive  menstrual  flow,  and 
metrorrhagia  indicates  any  hemorrhage .  from  the  womb  which  is 
not  menstrual,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  the  former  first,  and  the 
latter  in  connection  with  the  morbid  state  on  which  the  loss  of 
blood  depends.  Often  it  happens  that  a  distinction  can  not  be 
•clearly  made  between  an  excessive  menstrual  discharge  and  a 
hemorrhage  provoked  by  uterine  myomata.  In  fact,  the  profuse 
ilows  attendant  upon  morbid  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus  generally 
occur  at  catamenial  periods;  hence,  menorrhagia  and  metror- 
rhagia exist  in  the  same  patient.  Then,  again,  an  enlarged 
womb,  the  result  of  defective  involution,  is  likely  to  bleed  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  hemorrhages  usually  come  on  at  the  men- 
strual epoch ;  therefore  the  vascular  waste  can  not  be  considered 
either  menorrhagic  or  metrorrhagic. 

Distinctive  menorrhagia  is  a  depleting  menstrual  discharge. 
The  waste  robs  the  victim  of  strength,  and  establishes  dangerous 
-states  of  anemia.  Besides  tl^e  excessive  flow  at  each  return  of 
the  bleedings,  the  hemorrhages  occur  too  often,  whether  ovula- 
tion be  coincident  or  not:  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  that  a  ^ 
joung  woman  has  her  '*  turns  "  every  three  weeks,  and  that  the 
period  lasts  five  or  six  days.  Indeed,  instances  are  not  wanting 
in  which  one  catamenial  flow  lasts  until  another  begins ;  so  that 
the  victim  of  menorrhagia  is  never  released  from  the  use  of  a 
napkin.  An  excessive  menstrual  waste  does  not  always  depend 
\ipon  an  enlarged  womb,  for  the  virgin  uterus  is  occasionally 
addicted  to  devitalizing  hemorrhages  at  each  menstrual  nisus. 
It  has  been  stated  in  another  place,  that  chlorosis  is  often  the 
cause  of  menorrhagia,  and  so  it  is,  and  just  as  frequently  a 
menorrhagia  produces  the  ansemia  on  which  a  chlorotic  state 
depends.     Every  recurring  hemorrhage  thins  the  blood  and  ren- 


166  Abstracts. 

ders  easy  a  succeeding  flow.  In  exceptional  cases  there  seems 
to  be  a  hemorrhagic  diathesis — a  condition  of  scorbutus  or 
haemophilia — the  blood  pouring  from  the  uterus  upon  the  slight- 
est provocation. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  what  has  been  said  upon  menorrhagia,. 
that  ovulation  is  not  always  consonant  with  catamenial  dis- 
charges ;  in  other  words,  a  woman  may  have  two  or  three  uterine 
hemorrhages  to  one  ovulation,  though  by  her  sensations  she  may 
not  distinguish  one  state  from  the  other.  Inasmuch  as  a  hemor- 
rhage is  generally  preceded  by  congestion,  the  sense  of  fullness 
may  be  taken  for  that  attendant  upon  ovulation. 

The  metrorrhagia  that  some  lank  ^rls  experience  every  two 
weeks  is  not  necessarily,  or  even  probably,  menstrual,  but  they 
suHer  from  hemorrhages  which  may  be  compared  to  epistaxis — 
flows  of  blood  coming  from  congested  mucous  membranes.  It 
is  not  often  that  a  young  woman  has  menorrhagia  or  metror- 
rhagia through  general  plethora — the  difficulty  oftener  comes 
from  anaemia  and  a  lack  of  coagulability  in  the  blood. 

The  commonest  causes  of  metrorrhagia  are,  sub'^involution 
following  abortion,  and  the  presence  of  tumors — polypi,  for 
example.  There  seems  to  be  a  prevailing  notion  that  a  miscar- 
riage at  two  months  can  do  little  harm ;  but  the  womb  at  that 
time  has  enlarged  to  such  a  limited  degree  that  the  compara- 
tively dense  structure  refuses  to  enter  actively  upon  involution^ 
The  consequence  is  that  the  we^^ht  of  the  partially  enlarged 
organ  remains  too  great,  and  the  abnormal  lengthening  favors 
retro-flexion.  The  womb  is  deep  and  broad  in  its  cavities, 
hence  its  congested  lining  readily  pours  out  blood.  The  history 
of  women  who  have  aborted  at  the  second  month,  or  thereabouti^ 
is  that  annoying  hemorrhages  attend  every  menstrual  act.  And 
this  is  not  all — an  open  and  expanded  uterus  is  likely  to  have  its 
mucous  membrane  degenerate  into  vascular  vegetations  which 
are  troublesome,  besides  being  hemorrhagic.  Sometimes  the 
vascular  excrescences  have  to  be  removed  with  a  curette  to  get 
rid  of  the  metrorrhagia. 

Polypus  of  the  womb  is  almost  always  attended  with  profuse 
iind  prolonged  hemorrhages,  and  the  presence  of  a  uterine 
fibroid  is  suspected  from  an  untimely  hemorrhage.     The  healthy 
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womb  does  not  bleed  except  physiologically,  hence  a  flow  out 
of  season  is  calculated  to  arouse  the  suspicion  of  trouble  of  some 
kind. 

The  retained  products  of  conception — an  impacted  chorion  or 
a  small  placenta-'—are  frequently  the  cause  of  repeated  hemor- 
rhages. A  woman  who  miscarries  at  the  sixth  or  seventh  week 
of  pregnancy  may  barely  feel  an  inconvenience  at  the  time,  but 
a  retention  of  the  tufty  chorion  will  provoke  hemorrhages  until 
it  has  been  expelled  or  removed.  The  foreign  body  gets  snugly 
packed  in  a  horn  of  the  womb,  and  is  so  intimately  associated 
with  the  living  endo-metrium  that  it  does  not  decompose ;  but, 
if  not  dislodged,  it  is  sure  to  provoke  exhausting  hemorrhages* 
At  length  it  moves  from  its  snug  quarters,  and  passes  off  with  a 
coagulum.  Then  it  is  that  the  recurring  hemorrhages  cease,  and 
a  fresh  ovulation  induces  only  a  normal  catamenial  flow. 

A  hemorrhagic  condition,  besides  being  perilous,  renders  the 
patient  sterile  for  the  time  being,  and  may  prevent  another  con- 
ception. The  uterus  is  so  long  kept  from  returning  to  its  ordi- 
nary size  that  it  .may  continue  in  a  state  of  sub-involution. 
Undue  size  and  weight  of  the  womb  favor  retroversion  or  retro- 
flexion, as  has  already  been  stated. 

A  common  cause  of  uterine  hemorrhage  is  placenta  frcsvia^ 
the  developing  foetus  causing  detachment  of  one  or  more  of  the 
placental  catyledons.  The  hemorrhagic  state  may  be  well 
understood,  but  it  is  not  readily  avoided  or  controlled.  The 
tampon  may  arrest  a  ^'  flooding,"  but  a  miscarriage  is  in  danger 
of  occurring.  If  the  latter  condition  cannot  be  avoided,  it  is 
best  to  use  the  uterine  sound  and  provoke  parturient  throes  at 
once.  It  has  often  turned  out  that  attempts  to  prolong  the  con- 
ception to  maturity  have  resulted  in  disaster. 

It  is  not  cunommon  for  a  pregnant  women  to  be  prostrated  by 
uterine  hemorrhage.  Neither  she  nor  her  physician  can  tell 
what  provoked  the  untimely  waste,  but  the  gravity  of  the  situa- 
tion must  be  met,  and  the  responsibility  assumed.  The  patient 
must  take  the  recumbent  position,  and  be  made  comfortable. 
If  pain  exist,  it  should  be  subdued  with  chloral  or  other  ano- 
dynes. At  the  end  of  a  week  a  moderate  degree  of  exercise 
may  be  ventured  upon.     If  a  recurring  hemorrhage  take  place, 
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a  more  prolonged  season  of  rest  is  to  be  enforced.  Should  abor- 
tion occur,  there  may  be  exhausting  hemorrhage  that  arises  from 
a  retained  placenta.  The  bleeding  may  not  be  profuse  except 
at  irregular  intervals,  but  it  is  dangerous  as  long  as  the  placenta 
is  undelivered.  Ergot  secures  temporary  relief,  but  can  not  dis- 
lodge a  grasped  and  surrounded  after-birth.  Besides,  the  foreign 
mass  will  decompose,  and  produce  metritis  and  peritonitis.  A 
fatal  state  of  blood-poisoning  is  imminent,  and  the  medical  at- 
tendant knows  not  what  to  do.  It  is  suggested  by  one  eminent 
practitioner  that  the  uterine  cervix  be  dilated,  and  the  half- 
decomposed  placenta  removed ;  and  another  physician  of  equal 
experience  says  that  the  cavity  of  the  womb  is  to  be  douched 
with  hot  water  every  hour  till  uterine  throes  dislodge  the  retained 
placenta.  I  advise  that  the  latter  course  be  tried  thoroughly, 
and  if  it  fail,  there  has  been  nothing  lost,  and  the  use  of  the 
curette  and  forceps  is  just  as  practicable  as  at  an  earlier  period. 
The  patient  should  be  under  an  anaesthetic  while  the  manipula- 
tion is  carried  on.  However,  the  pain  inflicted  is  not  very 
g^eat,  especially  if  hot  douches  have  been  employed.  There  is 
little  risk  of  provoking  fresh  hemorrhage.  It  is  the  inexperi- 
enced medical  man  who  shrinks  from  doing  his  duty  in  such 
case ;  he  is  afraid  of  provoking  a  fresh  hemorrhagic  flow,  and 
does  not  seem  to  appreciate  that  douches  of  water  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  120^  are  wonderfully  eflicient  as  restrainers  of  uterine 
hemorrhage. 

A  perplexing  complication  is  where  the  womb  slowly  Alls  with 
coagula,  and  then  dispels  the  clotted  mass  as  if  it  were  an  aborted 
ovum.  The  coagulated  lump  takes  the  shape  of  the  cavity  of  the 
womb,  and  has  some  of  the  appearances  of  chorion  tufts  and  foe- 
tal membranes.  It  is  well  to  tear  these  rounded  coagula  with 
splinters  of  wood  that  their  real  character  may  be  revealed.  As 
soon  as  one  clot  forms  and  escapes,  it  makes  way.for  others  to 
succeed  it. 

A  post' par  turn  hemorrhage  is  to  be  arrested  by  the  use  of 
ergot,  and  the  aid  of  the  hands  in  forcing  the  uterus  into  a  state 
of  contraction.  The  most  troublesome  cases  are  those  where  the 
womb  will  not  remain  iii  a  state  of  contraction,  but  gradually  Alls 
with  a  growing  coagulum,  and  at  length  bleeds  again  under  expul- 
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sive  throes  of  the  dilated  organ.  In  such  a  vexatious  state  two 
kinds  of  medicines  are  indicated :  one  is  a  sedative  to  allav  ner\'0us 
irritability,  and  the  other  is  ergot  of  rye  or  maize.  In  extremis 
the  tampon  is  justifiable.  This  may  be  a  strip  of  bandage,  and 
introduced  fold  after  fold,  with  the  finger.  Unless  the  vagina  be 
weJl  stuffed,  a  curfent  of  blood  will  sneak  around  the  plug,  and 
prove  exhausting.  The  tampon  should  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
main after  it  is  offensive,  which  will  be  at  the  expiration  of  thirty 
or  forty  hours. 

A  troublesome  metrorrhagia  comes  from  epithelioma  of  the 
uterine  cervix  and  carcinoma  of  deeper  parts  of  the  womb.  If  a 
woman  near  the  '*turn  of  life"  have  a  hemorrhage  from  the  womb,, 
the  presumption  is  that  a  miscarriage  is  occurring,  or  that  a  tu- 
mor, benign  or  malignant,  is  invading  the  uterus.  To  determine 
the  nature  of  the  disease  will  require  explanations.  Possibly  the 
hemorrhage  may  come  from  morbid  activity  in  a  womb  that  should 
have  undergone  senile  atrophy.  At  the  time  the  sexual  func- 
tions ought  to  decline  in  females,  there  is  an  occasional  instance 
where  an  unnatural  excitability  supervenes,  causing  untimely 
hemorrhages.  However,  a  more  frequent  cause  of  metrorrhagia 
is  in  a  cancerous  development.  An  epitheliomatous  fungus 
spilngs  from  the  lining  of  the  cervix  uteri,  or  a  scirrhus  invades 
the  solid  structure  of  the  neck  of  the  womb.  In  the  earlier  man- 
ifestations it  may  be  difiiculr  to  determine  the  cause  of  the  waste, 
but  if  it  be  malignant,  a  thin  and  pink  colored  discharge,  very 
offensive  to  the  sense  of  smell,  will  be  observed  by  the  patient. 
If  the  disease  be  not  fungous,  it  will  be  scirrhous,  the  cervix 
becoming  hard  and  knobby  as  discovered  by  digital  touch.  A 
fungoid  mass  pushes  into  the  vagina  like  a  polypus,  and  an  indu- 
ration extending  to  the  walls  of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  blending 
a  group  of  structures  into  a  fixed  mass  that  is  dangerous  to  re- 
move. A  circumscribed  knot  or  fungous  growth  may  be^excised 
with  ease  and  hope  of  cure,  but  complex  masses  of  cancerous 
deposit  are  formidable  to  attack  surgically. 

Recunring  hemorrhages  reduce  the  patient's  strength,  and  bring 
about  dangerous  states  of  anaemia.  Constitutional  and  local 
remedies  may  do  temporary  good,  but  rarely  exert  a  lasting 
benefit.      The  application  of   salicylic   acid  with  vaseline  wilt 
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wither  a  vascular  growth,  and  restrain  the  development  of  scir- 
rhus.  The  use  of  iron  and  ergot  systemically  is  to  be  tried  on 
the  ground  that  the  agents  will  do  as  much  good  as  any  other 
medicine.  Excision  is  to  be  commended  when  there  is  a  hope 
of  removing  a  great  part  of  the  carcinomatous  structure.  To 
excise  a  small  part,  or  to  scrape  a  circumscijbed  spot,  will  do 
very  little  good.  A  complete  excision  of  the  womb  maybe  jus- 
tifiable in  rare  instances,  but  the  measure  is  as  questionable  as  it 
is  heroic. 

In  ordinary  menorrhagia,  the  practitioner  wants  to  know  what 
medicine  or  therapeutic  course  is  the  best  in  general.  To  this 
the  reply  must  be  qualified  or  conditional.  If  an  attack  of  bleed- 
ing be  on,  the  most  efTicient  agent  to  restrain  hemorrhage  is 
ergot ;  then  comes  a  fluid  extract  of  Mangifera  Indica,  and  after- 
wards that  of  Pinus  Canadensis.  Ergot  from  the  fungus  of  maize, 
is  very  efficient  in  the  restraint  of  uterine  hemorrhage.  That 
Ustilago  maidis  was  championed  by  homoeopaths  is  not  against 
it.  Every  medicine  is  to  be  judged  upon  its  merits,  and  not 
through  prejudice.  In  anaemic  cases  the  use  of  arsenic  is  em- 
phatically recommended.  Phosphoric  acid  may  be  given  advan- 
tageously, and  so  may  Veratrum  viride. 

Between  menstrual  epochs  the  best  work  is  to  be  done.  \^c- 
rotys  then  influences  for  the  future.  It  is  a  systemic  haemostatic, 
impressing  the  nerves :  a  pure  astringent  is  a  mechanical  haemo- 
static. Sulphuric  acid  is  an  agent  of  that  kind,  and  given  in  chem- 
ical combination  with  iron,  is  a  hemostatic  of  value  while  hem- 
orrhage from  any  organ  is  threatening,  even  bleeding  from  the 
*ung8  or  stomach.  The  oil  of  turpentine  has  so  often  proved  a 
constitutional  styptic  in  the  intestinal  hemorrhages  of  typhoid 
fever,  that  it  may  with  reason  be  suggested  as  a  stupe  in  both 
menorrhagia  and  metrorrhagia.  I  have  used  it  as  a  liniment 
upon  the  hypogastrium  with  satisfactory  results  in  cases  of  uterine 
hemorrhage  attendant  upon  abortion.  The  vapor  of  turpentine 
may  be  inhaled  to  advantage  in  any  hemorrhagic  state  of  the 
body. 

A  common  prescription  with  me  is  the  following: — B  Distil. 
Hamamelis  f  Jij.,  Fluid  Ext.  Ergot  f  3ij.  M.  S.  Dose,  quar- 
ter of  a  teaspoonful  in  water  every  half  hour.     The  combination 
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is  not  complex,  and  acts  quite  promptly  and  decidedly  upon  a> 
bleeding  womb.  Hamamelis  ha8  earned  the  reputation  of  being 
a  sj'Stemic  styptic,  and  ergot  exercises  a  contracting  influence- 
upon  the  muscular  fiber  of  the  uterus,  as  well  as  upon  non-striped 
muscular  tissue  generally. 

The  accumulation  of  flesh  tends  to  check  menorrhagia,  there- 
fore peptics  indirectly  prove  beneficial  to  anaemic  girls  who  bleed 
because  they  are  emaciated.  As  soon  as  the  hope  and  courage 
of  such  patients  are  stimulated  and  supported,  a  degree  of  im» 
provement  in  bodily  health  is  observable.  Congenial  employ- 
ment, diversion  and  bright  anticipation  do  more  good  than  physic » 
The  mind  must  be  cheerfully  impressed,  if  a  cure  would  be  in- 
stituted. What  can  be  done  to  enliven  the  spirits  of  the  poor^ 
dejected,  despondent  girl  who  realizes  her  sad  fate,  and  knows 
she  can  not  change  it  for  the  better  ? 

Warm  clothing  in  cold  weather  is  needed  to  restore  robust 
health  and  to  sustain  it.  Cold  feet  are  to  be  made  warm  by  put- 
ting pepper  in  the  stockings.  Gum  shoes  are  not  to  be  worn  in 
the  house ;  their  best  service  is  to  keep  the  feet  from  getting 
soaked  it  wet  weather. 

The  diet  of  girls  suffering  from  menorrhagia  is  to  be  palatable 
and  in  abundance.  The  blood  can  not  be  enriched  without 
plenty  of  nourishment.  The  thin  meals  of  female  boarding  houses 
are  devitalizing.  The  working  girls  in  large  towns  and  cities- 
hastily  swallow  a  poorly  prepared  breakfast,  munch  a  cold  dinner,, 
and  sup  on  a  piece  of  bread  and  butter.  Is  it  strange  that  they 
are  anaemic  and  menorrhagic  ?  It  is  a  wonder  that  they  live  as- 
long  as  they  do.  In  most  instances  their  wages  will  not  pay  for 
wholesome  food  and  pleasant  surroundings. — Eclectic  Med.  Jour. 


The  Hight  Sweats  of  Phthisis. 

A  recent  number  of  the  New  York  Medical  journal  con- 
tains an  account  of  a  series  of  experiments  made  by  Dr.  C.  M. 
Cauldwell  with  a  number  of  remedies  usually  employed  for 
arresting  the  night  sweats  of  phthisis,  with  important  results. 
Each  drug  was  tested  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  cases. 

Among  the  prominent  ones  tested  were  atropine,  ergotine,. 
digitalis,    aconite,   paracoto  bark   and  salicin.     A   number  of 
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these  proved  efficient  in  arresting  the  cutaneous  exudation,  but 
a  number  of  unpleasant  results  were  discouraging  to  their  estab- 
lished use  for  the  requisite  purpose. 

For  example,  atropine,  while  capable  of  arresting  the  sweats, 
provoked  dryness  of  the  throat,  insomnia,  anorexia  and  diar- 
rhoea. Ergotine,  a  remedy  strongly  recommended  by  DaCosta, 
also  exerted  a  pronounced  influence  upon  the  excessive  discharge, 
but  caused  various  unpleasant  disturbances  of  the  system,  as 
nausea,  colicky  abdominal  pains  and  other  gastro-intestinal  dis- 
turbance. Aconite  succeeded  in  minute  doses,  without  pro- 
ducing other  unpleasant  disturbances,  but  its  influence  finally 
ceased,  and  the  sweating  returned  without  further  response  to 
ity influence.  Some  of  the  agents  failed  to  even  influence  the 
affection  the  least. 

The  agent  settled  upon  as  most  promising  in  its  effects  was 
the  picrotoxine.  It  caused  no  unpleasant  effects  whatever.  Ad- 
ministered to  twenty  consumptives,  it  checked  the  perspiration 
entirely  in  seventeen  of  •the  cases,  or  so  far  diminished  them  as 
to  do  away  with  any  disagreeable  sequences.  A  single  full  dose 
at  bed-time  was  sufficient  to  control  the  sweating  for  twenty- 
four  hours  in  the  majority  of  cases.  The  dose  recommended 
by  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  is  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  of  a 
grain,  but  this  observer  found  it  quite  too  small  to  act  promptly 
and  positively.  One-fortieth  of  a  grain  at  bed-time,  and  re- 
peated after  midnight,  was  the  quantity  usually  employed. 

The  value  of  this  agent  in  phthisical  sweats  will  suggest  its 
use  in  the  prostrating  sweats  attending  other  debilitated  condi- 
tions where  a  remedy  is  fully  as  important  as  in  phthisis.  As  it 
evidently  has  an  affinity  for  the  sudoriparous  glands  and  an  influ- 
ence to  impart  tone  and  energy  to  them,  it  ought  to  act  well  in 
any  case  of  relaxation  of  these  parts. 

Picrotoxine  is  an  alkaloid  of  the  cocculus  indicus,  which  has 
«ome  reputation  among  the  homeopaths  in  menstrual  colic,  and 
headache,  chorea,  and  other  nervous  conditions  connected  with 
the  menstrual  function.  This  use  of  its  alkaloid  is,  however, 
comparatively  new  to  them.  Triturate  one  gjain  with  forty  of 
milk,  and  administer  a  grain  of  this  at  a  dose,  or  if  a  smaller 
dose  is  required  increase  the  proportion  of  the  vehicle, —  Cali- 
fornia Med,  your. 
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Bichloride  of  Mercury  in  Oonorrhea. 

Solutions  of  bichloride  of  mercury  varying  in  strength  from 
one  to  fourteen  per  cent.,  according  to  the  amount  of  inflamma* 
tion  present,  have,  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Constantine  Paul,  ob- 
tained remarkable  results.  One  part  to  20,000  of  water  is  suf- 
ficient to  destroy  the  gonococcus,  which  he  considers  pathog- 
nomonic of  gonorrhea. 


♦- 


nitroglycerine  and  the  Chloride  of  Oold  ana  Sodium  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Albuminuria. ' 

Chloride  of  gold  and  sodium  have  long  been  known  to  have  a 
special  direction  to  the  g^nito-urinary  apparatus.  The  ovarian 
and  uterine  organs  in  the  female,  the  testes  and  vesicnlae  sem- 
inales  in  the  male,  are  stimulated  by  it,  and  the  kidneys,  by 
means  of  which  it  is  eliminated,  and  in  which  it  tends  to  accu- 
mulate, are  decidedly  affected  by  it  in  function  and  structure. 
In  common  with  some  other  agents  of  the  class  to  which  the- 
gold  belongs  —  for  example,  corrosive  sublimate  —  the  chloride 
acts  upon  the  connective  tissue,  and  checks  its  overproduction  or 
its  hyperplasia.  It  would  be  quite  impossible  in  this  note  to 
go  over  the  evidence  on  these  points,  and  hence  I  must  ask  your 
assent  to  these  statements.  They  have  been  accepted  as  true  of 
gold  from  the  days  of  the  alchemists  and  iatrocheinists,  as  any- 
once  may  ascertain  from  that  curious  collection  of  medieval 
medical  learning,  the  ** Anatomy  of  Melancholy."  It  has  hap- 
pened, strangely  enough,  that  Hahnemann  and  his  followers 
have  profited  by  this  knowledge,  and  have  used  gold  prepara- 
tions —  especially  aurunfotabiU  —  in  the  treatment  of  renal 
diseases  with  success.  How  and  when  are  these  remedies  used  ? 
Nitroglycerine  is  now  administered,  as  all  present  know,  in  the 
form  of  the  centessimal  solution,  1  minum  of  the  pure  drug  to 
100  minims  of  alcohol,  the  initial  dose  of  this  i  per  cent,  solu- 
tion is  I  minim,  which  should  be  increased  until  very  characteris- 
tic physiological  effects  are  produced.  The  susceptibility  to  the 
action  of  nitroglycerine  varies  greatly,  and  hence  the  dose  can- 
not be  stated  beforehand.  It  is  necessary  to  produce  some 
obvious  effect.  To  maintain  the  same  level  of  action,  a  slight 
increase  in  the  dose  may  be  required  from  time  to  time.    As  the- 
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•effect  is  not  lasting,  tlie  interval  between  the  doses   should  not 
•exceed  three  or  four  hours. 

The  administration  of  nitroglycerine  should  begin,  in  acute 
cases,  immediately  after  the  subsidence  of  acute  symptoms.  It 
is  indicated  in  chronic  cases  at  all  periods,  but  is  more  especially 
useful  if  given  before  hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  layer  of  the 
uterioles  has  taken  place.  When  it  acts  favorably  the  albumen 
in  the  urine  steadily  diminishes.  *The  mechanism  of  its  action 
consists  of  the  lowering  of  the  pressure  in  the  renal  vessels. 
How  far  any  curative  effect  proceeds  from  the  action  of  this 
remedy  on  the  sympathetic  system  remains  to  be  determined. 

Chloride  of  gold  and  sodium  is  indicated  in  the  subacute  and 
<:hronic  cases,  especially  in  the  latter.  The  earlier  it  is  given  the 
better,  if  structural  changes  are  to  be  prevented  or  arrested. 
The  good  effects  to  be  expected  from  it  will  depend  necessarily 
•on  the  extent  of  the  damage  already  inflicted  on  the  kidneys. 
The  usual  dose  is  one  twentieth  of  a  grain,  given  twice  a  day, 
but  this  may  be  much  increased  if  necessary.  At  the  outset  one- 
tenth  of  a  grain  may  be  given ;  in  a  week  the  dose  should  be 
lowered  to  one-fifteenth,  and  after  a  month  the  regular  dose  of 
one-twentieth  should  be  steadily  pursued,  with  occasioal  inter- 
missions. Indigestion,  gastralgia,  colic  pains,  nausea  or  diar- 
rhoea, are  occasionally  caused  by  it;  and,  if  so,  the  quantity 
administered  must  be  reduced.  It  is  usually  borne  without  any 
discomfort;  but,  after  prolonged  administration,  salivation, 
weakness,  emaciation,  trembling,  and  other  nervous  phenomena, 
may  possibly  occur.  Such  effects,  however,  are  wanting  in  my 
•experience.  The  treatment  of  albuminuria  by  nitroglycerine 
and  chloride  of  gold  and  sodium  does  not  necessitate  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  means  —  hygienic,  climatic  and  dietetic.  These 
remedies  should,  however,  be  given  uncombined  at  different 
hours,  and  their  action  should  not  be  hindered  or  obscured  by 
the  effects  of  other  agents  given  with  like  purpose.  To  this 
general  statement  there  may  be  two  exceptions:  with  nitro- 
glycerine, amyl  nitrate,  or  sodium,  nitrate  may  be  given;  with 
the  chloride  of  gold  and  sodium  corrosive  sublimate  may  be 
•combined.  If  doubts  may  be  felt  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
depending  on   the  utility  of  these  remedies,  they  need  not  be 
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long  experienced,  for  if  no  good  effects  are  observed  in  two 
weeks  they  may  be  discontinued. — Dr.  Robert  Bartholow, 
in  JWd.  Med.  your. 


Ckmorrhcsal  Sheumatitm. 

M.  Terrillon,  lecturing  at  La  Charity,  observed  that  by  a 
curious  chance  he  had  two  patients  in  his  wards  suffering  in  a 
very  similar  manner  from  this  somewhat  rare  affection.  They 
were  both  young  men  who  had  been  for  a  few  weeks  the  subjects 
of  subacute  gonorrhcea,  when  they  were  seized  with  severe  in- 
guinal pain,  with  fever  and  embarras  gastrique^  one  of  the  pa- 
tients feeling  considerable  pain  and  tenderness  on  pressure  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  hip*]oint,  while  in  both  the  movements  of  the  joint 
were  somewhat  impeded,  and  ig  both  there  was  a  deep-seated, 
doughy  resistance  in  the  inguinal  region.  The  conclusion 
arrived  at  was  that  the  bursa  situated  beneath  the  psoas  was  the 
seat  of  pain,  but  this  continued  for  some  time  rather  obscure* 
This  rheumatic  affection  is  not  merely  a  coincidence  ot  the  gonor- 
rhcea,  but  a  form  of  rheumatism  which  develops  itself  without 
any  other  cause  whatever  than  the  gonorrhoea.  It  is,  indeed,  not 
rare  to  meet  with  patients  who,  having  ^been  cured  of  a  first 
attack  of  rheumatism  occurring  under  these  circumstances,  do 
not  suffer  from  subsequent  attacks  unless  they  contract  a  second 
blenorrhagia.  This  form  of  rheumatism  has  its  peculiarities, 
for  it  attacks  females  very  seldom,  and  nearly  confines  its  attacks 
to  the  large  joints — the  hip,  knee  and  elbow — the  smaller  joints 
only  suffering  secondarily.  Moreover,  it  is  generally  uniarticu- 
lar. Sometimes  it  is  attended  with  effusion  into  the  joints,  while 
at  others  it  gives  rise  to  ankylosis  in  even  ten  or  fifteen  days, 
the  rapid  formation  of  fibrous  adhesions  rendering  this  incurable. 
This  rheumatism  may,  however,  ^affect  other  parts  than  the 
joints.  Thus  ( I )  what  seems  to  be  an  articular  affection  may 
really  be  one  affecting  the  neighboring  tendinous  sheaths — a 
tendinous  synovitis  with  swelling  and  effusion.  (2)  It  may  in- 
vade the  muscular  system,  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  the  deltoid, 
or  even  the  motor  muscles  of  the  eye  being  affected.  (3)  It 
may  manifest  itself  in  the  serous  bursse,  near  the  joints,  as  the 
hip,  patella,  or  elhow.     (4)     It  .may  fattack  the  sciatic   nerve, 
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and  this  is  not  very  rare.     (5)     M.  Guyon  first  pointed  out  a 
doughy  state  of  the  cellular  tissue  that  may  occur,  accompanied 
by  pain  and  heat.     (6)     Many  examples   exist  of  its  attacking- 
various  tissues  at  once  in  the  same  region.    Gonorrhceal  rheuina- 
tism,  moreover,  is  peculiar  in   not  giving  rise  to  any  visceral 
phenomena,  so  that  affections  of  the  chest  do  not  result  from  it. 
It  is  also  fugaceous,  and  does  not  reappear  except  after  a  new 
gonorrhoea.     The  relation  between  it  and  the  discharge  is  some* 
what  curious ;  for,  in  some  patients  who  had  had  abundant  dis- 
charge^  this  diminishes  as  soon  as  the  rheumatism  is  manifested  ; 
but  this  is  not  constantly  the  case.     As  to  its  prognosis,  the  dis- 
ease may  be  said  to  be  of  but  slight  importance  when  it  attacks, 
only  the  tendinous  sheaths,  the  bursse  and  the  muscles ;  but  this, 
is  far  from  being  the  case  when  a  joint  is  invaded,  for  so  easy  is 
it  for  ankylosis  to  take  place  that  our  first  object  should  be  to 
place  the  limb  in  the  most  favorable  position  in  case  this  should 
occur.     Even  when   ankylosis   does   not  occur,  stiffness  of  the 
joint  is   one  of  the   most  common  sequences,  and  this,  accom* 
panied  as  it  often  is  by  muscular  atrophy,  is  long  in  disappear- 
ing.    In  these  cases  we  must  allow  the  joint  to  gradually  resume 
its  movements,  and  not  endeavor  to  force  this  by  violent   meas- 
ures, under  pain  of  finding  the  fibrous  bands  increase  in  number 
and  thickness.    This  state  of  atrophy  and  stiffness  is  much  bene- 
fited by  electrical  currents,  by  massage^  by  sulphurous  douches, 
and  by  a  course  of  mineral  waters  at  Aix.     The  treatment  of 
gonorrhoBil  rheumatism  is  not  the  same  as  that  of  ordinary  rheu- 
matism, in  which  salicylic  acid  is  the  heroic  remedy.     Here  it  is. 
of  no  avail,  and  we  have  to  content  ourselves  witli  revulsives, 
chiefly  blisters,  repeated  as  many  as  three  times,  at  intervals  of 
two  or  three  days.     When  the  effusion   is  abundant  we   should 
not  hesitate  to  puncture  the  joint,  which  is  an  excellent  proceed- 
ing, relieving  it  at  once  of  a  mass  of  liquid  which  wonld  require 
at  least  two  or  three  weeks  for  its  absorption.     After  the  punct- 
ure, effectual  compression  should  be  applied.     Finally,  the  dis- 
ease leading  to  a  considerable  depression  of  strength  in   the 
course  of  a  few  days,  its  subjects  should  be  carefully  '^tonified,'* 
and  the  tonic  par  excellence  in  such  a  case  is   the   sulphate  of 
quinine. —  Gazette  des  Hdpitaux. 


EDITORIAL. 


The  American  Medical  College. 

The  Annual  Commencement  of  the  American  Medical  College 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  March  3rd,  1885.  The  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  was  conferred  by  the  Dean,  Geo.  C.  Pitzer.  After 
the  Diplomas  were  given  to  the  graduates  short  addresses  were 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Faculty — Professors  Merrell,  Kins- 
ey,  Rowe.  Younkin,  Sibley  and  Rutledge,  each  in  his  turn  con- 
gratulating the  newly  made  doctors  by  appropriate  speeches, 
full  of  encouragement  and  good  wishes.  The  names  of  the 
graduates  are  as  follows:  J  W.  Hempstid,  Kas. ;  Marion  C. 
Middleton,  Mo.;  G.  M.  Terrell,  Ohio;  Eli  Marion  Hoover, 
Ind. ;  William  E.  Biggs,  Ark. ;  J.  H.  Hoxsey,  III. ;  I.  F.  Mar- 
quis, Mo. ;  R.  F.  Jones,  Ark. ;  C.  W.  Sager,  Ohio ;  Alfred 
Eichler,  Mo. ;  S.  E.  Byler,  Ark. ;  F.  M.  Barnes,  Mo. ;  C.  W.. 
Hinchman,  Mo. ;  W.  A.  McNown,  111. 

On  other  occasions  this  college  has  sent  out  men  who  were  as 
well  qualified  as  any  in  this  class,  but,  upon  an  average,  this  is. 
the  best  class  of  graduates  we  have  yet  examined.  The  facilities 
for  teaching  have  been  greatly  increased,  and  the  comforts  of 
this  institution  are  equal  to  any  in  the  West.  Announcements 
for  the  coming  session  will  be  ready  soon.  There  will  be  no 
changes  regarding  time  of  opening — ^first  Monday  in  October — 
leng^  of  session,  tuition,  etc.,  and  those  wanting  information 
about  the  next  session  can  gain  all  the  knowledge  they  require 
from  last  year's  announcements ;  hut  new  catalogues  will  be 
ready  soon,  embracing  a  full  list  of  all  the  graduates  of  the 
American  Medical  College  from  its  organization  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  We  hope  to  have  a  full  class  the  coming  winter,  and 
no  pains  will  be  spared  in  making  each  sessioil  a  little  more 
profitable  to  the  students  than  the  one  preceding  it.  We  mean 
progress  in  everything.  Students  or  physicians  contemplating 
taking  lectures  are  solicited  to  correspond  with  us,  and  we  will 
take  pleasnre  in  presenting  the  advantages  of  this  school. 
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Surgical,  Optical  and  Electrical  Supplies. 

Hernstein  &  Prince,  of  the  old  and  well-known  firm.of  Aloe 
&  Hernstein,  have  opened  a  new  house  at  317  N.  Fourth  Street, 
St.  Louis,  where  everything  in  the  line  of  goods  above-men- 
tioned, of  the  very  best  and  newest  designs,  may  be  had  at  reas- 
onable prices.  This  new  firm  will  at  once  command  confidence 
and  patronage,  as  its  members  are  already  well  known  to  the 
profession  all  over  this  country. 


•  •  >» 


For  Vaginumns. 

Hydrqchlorate  of  cocaine  has  been  employed  in  vaginismus, 
by  painting  a  four  per  cent,  solution  on  the  vaginal  orifice,  with 
the  almost  immediate  effect  of  removing  the  irritability  and 
spasm.- — Med.   World. 


Professional  Notes. 

•    The  bill  to  abolish  the  State  Board  of  Health  of*  Missouri 

failed  in  its  passage.  The  bill  to  appropriate  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, instead  of  five  thousand,  to  carry  on.  the  work  of  the  State 
Board  also  failed^  but  the  bill  to  appropriate  four  thousand  dol- 
lars for  .woll-scalps,  we  rejoice  to  say,  was  carried.* 

'    Thfe  loss  of  life  from  snake  bites  in  India  during  the  y«ar 

1883  amounted;  to  20,067. 

^Th 6; operation  of  ovariotomy  was  performed  in  Shanghai, 

China,  on  the '25th  of  February,  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Reifsnyder, 
M.  D;,  a  lady  physician  of  the  American  Woman's  Union  Mis- 
sion,    The  tumor  weighed  33  lbs.     The  patient  recovered. 

^Dr.  William  Allen  has  used  successfully  upon  the  human 

body  skin-gyaftB  from  the  frog. 

It.  19  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  vaseline  applied  to  the  skin 

is  sometimes  followed  by  irritation  and  an  eruption  assimilating 
eczema. 

— — ^I>r.  L«  A.  Rodenstein,  in  speaking  of  prolonged  gestation, 
mentions  four  cases.  In  the  first,  pregnancy  had  lasted  a  full 
year  according  to  the  woman's  computation.  In  the  second 
case,  ten  .months-  and  twenty-one  days  intervened  between  the 
cessation.of'the  menses  and  labor.     In  the  third  case  the  dura- 
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tion  of  gestation  was  eleven  months  and  four  days ;  and  in  the 
fourth  case  the  patient  had  a  single  coitus,  which  was  on  January 
9th,  1875;  delivery  occurred  on  December  15th,  making  the 
duration  eleven  months  and  fifteen  days. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS. 


The  Hygiene  and  HomcBopathy  of  Opera  Singen. 

Miss  Kellogg  writes,  in  the  Critic  \  *' Different  singers  user 
different  drinks  for  refreshing  the  throat,  according  as  their  expe- 
rience has  taught  them.  I  have  found  beef-tea  to  be  of  great 
service.  I  have  known  some  singers  to  use  a  gargle.  Le  Franc, 
the  tenor,  famous  for  his  high  C,  used  a  salt-and-water  gargle. 
The  singers  of  a  past  generation  depended  a  great  deal  upon 
sulphur,  and  so  do  those  of  to-day,  only  they  take  smaller  doses. 
They  take  it  homceopathically.  Patti,  I  am  told,  puts  a  great 
deal  of  dependence  upon  hepar-sulphur.  I  use  it,  too,  and  so 
do  other  singers  who  are  homoeopathists,  and  most  of  them  are 
homceopathists,  for  they  find  that  prevention  is  the  best  treat- 
ment for  their  ailments.  Nine  hours  a  night — or  never  less  than 
eight — are  necessary  for  a  singer  to  sleep,  for  her  nervous  force 
is  heavily  taxed." 


Gynecology. 

On  March  12,  1885,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  D.,  aet.  40.  His- 
tory of  the  case  as  follows :  About  ten  months  ago  she  began  to 
nave  some  hemorrhage,  which  the  attending  physician  thought 
came  from  the  uterus,  believing  it  to  be  due  to  the  menopause ; 
but  all  the  medicine  that  she  had  taken  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
influence  on  the  hemorrhage.  This  state  of  affairs  continued 
about  one  month,  when  another  physician  was  called  in  consulta- 
tion. The  last  one  said  she  had  an  abortion.  The  patient  was 
under  their  treatment  for  about  one  month  more,  but  the  hemor- 
rhage continued.  As  things  by  this  time  had  assumed  ugly  pro- 
portions, without  the  least  prospect  of  getting  better,  as  a  last 
resort  her  husband  and  friends  decided  to  send  for  me.  I  found 
the  patient  weak  and  feeble,  very  nervous,  tongue  coated,  bowels 
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constipated,  urine  hig^h  colored,  and  the  hemorrhage  still  going 
on.  I  proposed  a  specular  examination,  which  was  at  once  ac- 
cepted. This  examination  showed  the  os  and  neck  to  be  in  a 
state  of  grannlar  ulceration.  I  made  a  thorough  application  of 
tr.  iodine  to  the  entire  neck  and  os.  This  stopped  the  hemor- 
rhage. Two  days  afterwards  I  removed  all  the  millet-seed-like 
elevations  with  Butler's  spear-point  bistoury,  cleaned  out  the 
parts,  and  made  a  thorough  application  of  chromic  acid,  which 
produced  a  slough  in  about  six  days ;  th^n  dressed  with  iodoform 
and  glycerine,  which  dressing  I  am  still  using.  The  patient's 
secretions  are  now  in  good  condition,  her  appetite  is  good,  she 
sleeps  well  at  night,  urine  is  clear,  and  she  is  at  this  writing  able 
to  sit  up  some,  and  will  in  a  short  time  be  well  of  her  old  womb 
troubles.  Now  for  a  word  to  my  young  medical  brethren: 
When  you  are  called  to  see  a  patient,  make  a  close  examination. 
Don't  be  timid.  Neither  should  you  be  rash,  but  be  a  gentle- 
man. Treat  your  patients  in  a  pleasant  way ;  explain  to  them 
the  nature  of  their  troubles,  not  in  language  they  can't  under- 
stand, but  in  plain  terms.  Show  them  you  are  consulting  their 
best  interests.  Do  this,  and  you  will  soon  find  that  you  are 
loved  and  esteemed  by  your  patients. 

Caddo  Mills,  Texas,  Mar.  20,  1885.       W.  S.  Bain,  M.  D., 


-♦■ 


Disinfectant  Lamp. 

This  Disinfectant  Lamp  is  a  small  spirit  lamp,  charged  with 
a  fluid  which,  when  burned,  liberates  and  diffuses  through  tke 
air  a  disinfectant  vapor.  To  Dr.  Richardson,  of  London,  En- 
gland, is  due  the  suggestion  of  this  ingenious  device.  Dr. 
Richardson  employed  a  mixture  of  benzoline  and  carbon  bi- 
sulphidb,  which  burns  with  a  smoky  flame,  evolving  abundant 
fumes  of  sulphurous  acid  gas.  We  have  substituted  alcohol  for  the 
benzoline,  producing  thus  a  fluid  which  bums  with  a  smokeless 
flame ;  and  we  have  further  applied  this  device  to  the  production 
of  vapors  of  the  oxidizing  disinfectants,  chlorine,  bromine,  and 
iodine. 

Four   different  fluids   are   supplied  for   use  with  the  lamp: 
(fl)  '*  Chlorine    solution,"   which,   in  burning,  evolves  fumes 
of  chlorine. 
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(i)  **  Bromine   solution,"  evolves  fumes  of  bromine. 

(c)  "Iodine    solution,"  evolves  iodine  vapors. 

{d)  "Sulphur  solution,"  produces  in  combustion  sulphurous 
acid. 

The  uses  of  the  lamp  need  not  be  stated  in  detail,  as  the  action 
of  the  several  disinfectant  vapors  produced  is  well  known.  The 
especial  advantage  of  the  device  is  that  it  enables  us  to  employ 
such  active  agents  as  bromine  without  danger  of  over-doing  the 
matter;  the  evolution  of  vapor  is  perfectly  under  control,  ceasing 
at  once  when  the  lamp  is  extinguished. 

Box  No.  I. — Containing  one  lamp  and  one  bottle  of  any  of 
the  solutions.     Retail  price,  50  cents. 

Box  No.  II. — Containing  one  lamp  and  one  bottle  of  each  of 
the  four  solutions.     Retail  price,  ^i.oo. 

The  solutions  are  sold  separately  at  a  uniform  price  of  25  cents 
per  bottle,  and  are  packed  in  boxes  of  one-half  dozen  each. 

In  box  No.  I.  we  supply  the  "sulphur  solution"  if  the  order 
does  not  specify  which  one  is  wanted. 

Parks,  Davis  &  Co., 
New  York  :  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

60  Maiden  Lane  &  21  Liberty  St.  Detroit,  Mich. 


inismiu  Treated  Sncoeufiilly  with  Hydrochlorate  of  Cocaine. 
Dr.  Dujardin-Beaumetz  reports  (^Bulletin  General de  Ther- 
apeutique)  the  case  of  a  servant  thirty-three  years  of  age,  who 
was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  had  a  child  eighteen 
months  later,  with  a  tedious  labor  which  required  the  use  of  the 
forceps.  For  several  months  after  her  confinement  she  suffered 
from  the  effects  of  a  partial  retention  of  the  placenta.  Upon 
recovery,  sexual  congress  became  extremely  painful,  which  was 
so  marked  that  all  cohabitation  was  impossible.  Upon  admis- 
sion to  hospital  and  examination,  some  distance  from  the  orifice 
of  the  vagina  there  was  found  to  be  a  contractile  adhesion, 
strongly  marked  and  resisting  the  passage  of  the  finger.  While 
the  patient  was  under  chloroform  the  vaginal  orifice  was  forcibly 
dilated,  first  with  the  fingers  and  then  with  the  speculum.  This 
operation  not  proving  very  satisfactory,  a  gradual  dilatation  was 
attempted  by  the  introduction  of  the  bivalve  speculum,  twice 
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daily,  and  left  in  place  for  one  or  two  hours  at  a  time.  This 
treatment  proving  as  inefficacious  as  the  first,  painting  the  in- 
ternal surface  of  the  labia  minora  and  the  whole  circumference 
of  the  vaginal  orifice  with  a  solution  of  cocaine,  2  parts  per  100, 
was  practiced.  In  about  a  minute  sensibility  to  the  prick  of  a 
needle  had  disappeared,  and  the  speculum  was  introduced 
almost  without  any  pain,  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  patient. 
A  second  application  made  on  the  following  day  gave  the  same 
result.  On  the  third  day  the  speculum  was  introduced  without 
the  use  of  the  drug,-  and  with  but  little  resulting  sensibility. 
After  four  of  such  applications,  the  introduction  of  the  speculum 
and  the  practice  of  the  vaginal  touch  with  the  finger  gave  but 
little  annoyance,  the  contracted  adhesion  in  the  vagina  being  no 
longer  felt. 


Clinical  Hotes. — By  £.  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 

Breakbone  Fever. — Dr.  West,  of  Galveston,  Texas,  in  the 
Medical  Record  describes  an  epidemic  of  Dtngue  in  that  city. 
He  names  it  breakbone  fever.  We  have  had  this  winter  in 
Chicago  an  epidemic  presenting  nearly  the  same  symptoms: 
violent  pains  in  back,  abdomen,  legs  and  head,  with  gastro- 
intestinal irritability,  cramps  of  stomach  and  bowels,  vomiting 
and  diarrhcea.  He  uses  aconite,  belladonna,  pilocarpine,  Do- 
ver's powder,  etc.  In  this  city,  I  found  that  aconite  or  bella- 
donna did  but  little  good,  while  Baptisia  and  Monaca  (Francisca 
uniflora)  were  the  remedies.  Monaca^  especially  in  doses  of  3 
to  5  gtts.  of  the  tincture  every  hour  or  two,  was  specific  in  nearly 
all  cases. 

Muriate  of  Cocaine, — Dr.  Post,  of  New  York,  relieved  an 
aggravated  case  of  irritable  bladder  by  injecting  15  gtts.  of  a 
2  per  cent,  solution  into  the  bladder. 

A  bad  case  of  spasmodic  asthma  was  quickly  relieved  by  ap- 
plying a  4  per  cent,  solution  with  a  camel's  hair  brush  to  the 
naso- pharyngeal  mucous  membrane. 

[In  several  violent  cases  of  influenza,  similar  to  hay-fever, 
with  intense  irritation  of  the  nasal  passages,  and  an  acrid  secre- 
tion, I  (Hale)  promptly  relieved  by  applying  a  2  per  cent, 
solution  to  the  irritated  surfaces,  by  means  of  a  probe  wrapped 
in  absorbent  cotton.] 
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Pruritus  vuhce, — A  severe  case  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Post 
was  immediately  relieved  by  painting  the  vulva  with^a  2  per  cent, 
solution.  The  lady  was  in  great  agpny,  almost  nymphomaniac, 
suicidal. 

[I  (Hale)  have  relieved  several  similar  cases,  which  had  re- 
sisted all  other  remedies ;  also  two  cases  of  vaffintsmus^  so 
severe  that  the  speculum  could  only  be  introduced  when  the 
patient  was  under  the  effects  of  chloroform.] 

The  iodide  of  arsenic^  3  Xr  is  the  specific,  this  winter,  for  all 
cases  of  influenza  with  corrosive,  acrid  discharges  from  the  an- 
terior and  posterior  nares. 

Apomorphia  in  Asthma. — Dr.  Weber,  of  Darmstadt,  claims 
to  have  cured  a  case  of  thirty  years'  standing.  He  gave  i-i2th 
of  a  orrain  three  times  a  day,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  to 
i-3rd  of  a  grain. 

Apomorphia  muriate  is  the  best  form  in  which  to  prescribe  it. 
It  should.be  dissolved  in  distilled  water.  A  brother  of  Dr. 
Weber,  an  obstetrician,  has  found  this  remedy  very  useful  in 
rigid  OS — not  interfering  in  the  least  with  normal  contractions. 

In  doses  of  i-5oth  of  a  grain  it  has  been  successfully  used  in 
sea-sickness.  As  a  rapid  and  thorough  emetic  in  cases  of  poison- 
ing it  has  no  equal.  The  emetic  dose  is  i-i3th  of  h  grain  hypo- 
dermically. — Medical  Era, 


A  Perineal  Calcnliu. 

Dr.  Sarget  de  Orihuela  records  (  Union  de  las  CUncias  Med- 
icas^  Gaz,  hibd,  des  Sciences  Mid,)  the  case  of  a  laborer  who 
suffered  for  two  years  from  a  tumefaction  in  the  perineal  region, 
which  was  the  cause  of  shai^  pains.  The  patient  attributed  his 
difficulty  in  urinating  to  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  tumor  upon 
the  urethral  canal.  Several  diagnoses  had  been  made,  one  of  a 
tumor  of  the  prostate,  a  malignant  tumor,  and  of  phlegmon. 
Direct  examination  showed  an  extensive  induration  froni  the  base 
of  the.  scrotum  to  the  anterior  segment  of  the  anus,  of  an  almost 
cartilaginous  consistency,  and  the  slightest  touch  pjoduced  acute 
pain.  Urination  was  drop  by  drop  and  very  painful.  .  A  local 
application  of  strong  iodine  ointment  produced  increased  pain, 
an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  tumor,  and  resulted   in  the  forma- 
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tton  of  a  point  of  fluctuation.  Puncture  discharged  a  large  quan- 
tity of  pus  and  allowed  the  passage  of  the  index  finger,  which 
encountered  a  hard,  rough  foreign  body  implanted  in  the  peri- 
urethral tissue ;  this  was  removed  with  the  forceps  in  three  frag- 
ments, after  which  the  wound  cicatrized,  but  not  very  firmly,  but 
urination  became  easy,  and  the  general  health  was  reestablished. 
As  a  cause  for  this  deposit  it  seems  that  the  patient  had  at  one 
time  received  a  contusion  in  the  perineal  region,  resulting  in  the 
retention  of  urine  for  thirty-six  hours.  For  fifteen  days  afterward 
he  suffered  from  acute  pains  in  that  region,  which  gradually  dis- 
appeared. The  calculus  was  formed  mostly  of  phosphates,  of 
carbonate  of  lime  and  organic  matters.  There  were  also  traces 
of  urate  of  lime. — yournal  Afnerican  Medical  Association, 


The  Oleat  of  Copper  —  Its  Employment  in  Five  Hundred  Cases 
of  Pariaitic  Tiseases  of  the  8kin. 

In  an  article  under  the  above  caption  in  the  New  Tork  Medi- 
cal yournal^  Dr.  F.  Lesiur  says: 

"  The  scope  of  usefulness  of  the  remedy,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation goes,  is  confined  to  practically  seven  diseases,  viz :  tinea 
tonsurans,  tinea  clrcinata,  tinea  kerion,  eczema  marginatum 
— all  caused  by  the  same  parasite  ;  tinea  sycosis,  tinea  versi- 
color ^^  and  tinea  favosa — each  due  to  a  separate  parasite.  My 
plan  of  treatment  is  as  follows:  If  affecting  a  hairy  part,  first 
of  all  cut  off  the  hair  close  to  the  skin,  wherever  a  diseased  spot 
shows  itself)  the  clipped  area  extending  one  inch,  and  oftener 
one  inch  and  a  ha4f,  beyond  the  margin  of  the  advancing  lesions. 
Having  done  this,  the  parts  are  then  anointed  with  oil,  fluid  cos- 
moline  (petroleo),  or  glycerine,  or  a  bread-and-milk  poultice  is 
applied.  This  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  scales  or  crusts,  if 
any  be  present.  For  the  same  purpose,  when  very  much  scurf 
or  actual  dirt  is  accumulated  upon  the  parts,  as  is  not  unfrc- 
quently  the  c^se,  especially  in  public  practice,  I  occasionally 
direct  the  parts  to  be  thoroughly  scrubbed  with  castile  soap  and 
warm  water.  Then  an  ointment  of  oleate  of  copper,  of  a 
strength  suited  to  the  severity  of  the  case,  is  prescribed,  and 
ordered  to  be  rubbed  into  diseased  patches,  gently  but  thor- 
oughly, so  a.s  to  procure  as   complete   and  rapid  absorption  as 
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possible.  If  an  exposed  part,  as  in  the  case  of  ring-worm  of 
the  head,  it  maj  be  lightly  covered  with  some  appropriate  ma- 
terial, or  left  bare,  as  the  judgment  and  exigencies  of  the  case 
dictate.  The  process  of  inunction  should  be  repeated  at  least 
twice  daily,  this  being  usually  amply  sufficient.  Unless  An  accu- 
mulation of  scab-like  substance  should  appear,  it  is  not  necessary 
or  even  desirable  that  the  part  be  washed,  except  at  frequent 
intervals.  No  set  prescription  is  used — that  is  in  relation  to 
strength — some  cases  requiring  but  a  mild  application,  while 
others  call  for  a  very  strong  ointment.  The  following  prescrip- 
tion illustrates  the  average  range  of  strength  in  which  it  is  most 
frequently  employed:  B.  Cupri  oleatis,  3j-vj ;  ung.  petrolei, 
q.  s.  ad.  3j.  M.  Between  the  two  extremes  above  noted,  I 
choose  a  strength  which  the  judgment  indicates  as  being  best 
suited  to  the  case.  Not  unfrequently  a  change  for  the  better  is 
observed  after  the  second  or  third  application,  and  more  espe- 
cially if  the  case  be  of  a  mild  character ;  often  seven  or  eight  days 
suffice  for  a  cure.  If,  however,  it  is  severe,  a  longer  time  is 
required,  varying  from  ten  days  to  three  weeks.  Exceptionally 
obstinate  cases  require  even  longer  periods  than  this,  but  these 
are  comparatively  rare. 

Epilation  is  rarely  necessary  in  parasitic  diseases  where  cop- 
per  oleate  is  used,  . 

Using  the  five  hundred  cases  as  a  basis,  I  think  better  and 
quicker  results — speaking  in  general  terms — are  attainable  by 
the  copper  treatment  of  the  parasitic  disease  than  by  any  other 
plan.  No  better  evidence  of  its .  permanency  is  afforded  than 
that  every  case  enumerated  was  relieved  entirely^  not  a  single 
relapse  having  come  to  my  knowledge.  In  almost  all  cases  of 
diseases  of  the  skin;  be  it  parasitic  or  not,  the  patient  is  physi- 
cally below  par,  and  tonics  appropriate  to  each  case  are  impera- 
tively called  for.  The  proper  supporting  and  reparative  meas- 
ures must  vary,  of  course,  with  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

With  regard  to  untoward  effects  from  the  treatment,  I  have 
observed,  in  a  number  of  cases,  a  tendency  to  the  forming  of 
'^  blind"  furutltles.  In  these  instances  the  furunculous  swellings 
developed,  it  is  true,  after  the  application  of  the  very  strong 
ointment,  but — and  this  is  an  interesting  point — 'in  miiny,  if  not 
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all,  of  the  persons  affected  with  them  there  existed  a  more  or 
less  well-iparked  tendency  to  a  strumous  diathesis.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  significant  fact,  the  question  has  suggested  itself 
to  me  whether  the  swellings  would  not  have  occurred  with  the 
application  of  any  other  remedy ;  if^  indeed,  they  would  not 
have  presented  themselves  anyway,  sooner  or  later,  through  the 
aggravating  influence  of  the  morbid  dermal  state. 


Agents  which  Influence  the  Circulation. 

Alcohol.,  —  Physiological  Action  on  Circulation,  —  Toxic 
doses  of  alcohol  reduce  both  the  force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse ; 
at  the  same  time  it  reduces  the  aiterial  pressure.  The  force  is 
reduced  by  the  depressing  effect  of  alcohol  on  the  heart  itself, 
and  the  frequency  by  the  inhibitory  stimulous  of  the  vagi.  If  the 
stimulation  is  carried  far,  it  produces  paralysis  of  the  vagi  and 
then  the  pulse  may  be  increased. 

In  moderate  or  small  therapeutic  doses,  alcohol  increases  the 
force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  with  increased  arterial  pressure. 

Therapeutic  Indications,  —  K  feeble^  non^resisting'  i^uI^g. 
Under  any  circumstances  when  we  have  a  failure  of  heart  power, 
whether  it  be  from  exhaustion,  loss  of  blood  or  the  eflfect  of  some 
poisonous  depressing  agent,  alcohol  is  indicated.  In  adynamic 
fevers  where  the  pulse  is  quick  and  feeble,  it  is  specially  indi- 
cated, as  by  stimulating  the  heart  and  increasing  the  force  it  re- 
duces the  frequency.  The  size  of  the  dose  must  always  be  guided 
by  the  effect.  So  long  as  it  lowers  the  pulse  and  reduces  the 
temperature  the  dose  is  all  right,  but  should  the  pulse  become 
bounding,  the  skin  hot  and  dry  and  the  patient  restless,  the  dose 
is  too  large,  and  must  be  decreased  or  omitted  for  a  time.  No 
special  quantity  can  be  definitely  laid  down,  but  each  case  must 
be  decided  by  the  effect  produced. 

Ammonia. — Physiological  Action  on  the  Heart  and  Blood 
Vessels, — Large  doses  of  ammonia  produce  a  temporary  decrease 
in  the  pulse  rate  and  blood  pressure,  followed  by  a  sudden  rise 
in  the  rapidity  of  the  heart's  action,  and  the  pressure  in  the  arte- 
rial system.  This  decrease  in  the  arterial  tension  i^only  observed 
where  large  doses  have  been  administered,  either  internally  or  by 
intravenous  injections ;  the  condition  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the 
temporary  action  of  the  poison  on  the  heart. 
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When  given  in  therapeutic  doses  it  is  a  powerful  arterial  stim^ 
ulant,  thoug^h  not  lasting  in  its  ejects.  It  stimulates  the  accel- 
erators of  the  heart  and  the  muscular  walls  of  the  arteries,  pro- 
ducing an  increased  warmth  of  the  surface,  and  a  general  feeling 
of  activity  throughout  tlie  whole  system. 

Therapeutic  Indications, — The  most  prominent  indication  for 
the  use  of  ammonia  is  failure  of  the  heart's  action.  It  is  espe- 
cially indicated  in  sudden  faintings^  exhaustion^  shock  or  collapse 
from  injury.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any  advantage  in  the 
failure  of  the  heart  in  adynamic  fevers.  The  aqua  ammonia  and 
the  carbonate  are  the  preparations  usually  used  to  influence  the 
circulation.  Either  preparation  can  be  inhaled  or  given  inter- 
nally. Ten  to  fifteen  min.  of  the  aqua  ammonia,  diluted  with 
four  parts  of  water,  is  sometimes  used  as  an  intravenous  injec- 
tion in  failure  of  the  heart  during  anaesthesia,  which  may  be 
repeated  every  fifteen  minutes.  Or  the  same  method  may  be 
adopted  in  any  sudden  collapse  from  any  cause. —  Cat,  Med.  your. 


Chorea. 

Dr.  Bauduy  related  several  interesting  cases.  The  first  was 
one  of  chorea  brought  to  him  by  Dr.  McCandless,  of  Pinckney- 
ville.  111.,  which  had  been  unusually  obstinate  in  character.  It 
had  resisted  all  the  ordinary  means  of  treatment,  and  the  case 
was  rapidly  becoming  aggravated  and  presenting  many  outside 
serious  features.  There  \vas  decided  asthenia,  great  nervous 
prostration  and  some  irritability  of  the  stomach.  All  the  usual 
modes  of  treatment  had  been  tried,  and  amongst  other  things 
arsenic  had  been  administered  internally  quite  boldly  and  freely 
with  an  absolutely  negative  result.  Dr.  Bauduy  dwelt  upon  this 
point  particularly,  as  he  believed  that  \i  there  is  any  one  remedy 
that  is  usually  successful  in  chorea  it  is  arsenic.  The  usual  course 
of  the  disease  as  taught  by  Trosseau  was  to  terminate  after  awhile 
by  self-limitation ;  but  those  who  have  had  much  experience  in 
the  treatment  of  these  affections  knew  that  there  was  a  series  of 
cases  of  chorea  which  are  not  so  easily  controlled  by  treatment 
and  which  do  not  pursue  the  ordinary  course  of  self-limitation. 
Some  years  ago  Dr.  Hammond,  of  New  York,  very  strenuously 
advocated  the  hypodermic  injection  of  arsenic,  especially  in  cases 
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where  the  internal  arsenic  treatment  had  failed.  Dr.  Bauduy 
suggested  to  Dr.  McCandless  that  he  commence  with  a  three  to 
four  minim  dose  of  Fowler's  solution,  injecting  it  hypodermically 
and  gradually  increasing  the  dose ;  a  very  happy  result  followed. 
A  marked  improvement  commenced  within  a  day  or  two,  and 
after  continuing  the  remedy  for  a  short  time  the  case  was  cured, 
and  there  had  not  been  the  slightest  recurrence,  as  is  apt  to  be 
the  case  in  choreic  affections. — Dr.  Bauduy  Before  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society. 


Two  Babies  in  306  Days. 

On  May  12th,  1S84,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  C.  Found  her 
in  labor.  After  a  comparatively  short  and  easy  labor  $he  was 
delivered  of  a  healthy  male  child,  which  is  still  living  and 
doing  well.  On  March  14th,  1885,  I  was  again  called  to  attend 
Mrs.  C.  in  confinement ;  this  time  she  was  delivered  of  a  healthy 
girl  baby.  The  first  child  nursed  until  the  mother  found  that 
she  was  again  pregnant.  Mrs.  C.  is  20  years  old,  and  these  are 
her  first  two  children.  She  was  married  two  years  before  her 
first  child  was  born.  Can  any  one  report  two  babies  (not 
twins)  from  the  same  mother  in  the  same  length  of  time,  both 
children  at  full  time?  C.  H.  Rigg,  M.  D. 


«- 


Coca  and  Cocaine  in  SlaepleMness. 

The  following  cases,  reported  in  British  Medical  yournaly 
were  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Murrell  at  the  Westminster  Hospital : 

A  man,  aged  thirty- three,  suffering  from  aortic  disease  and 
albuminuria,  had  been  troubled  with  insomnia  for  a  fortnight. 
Three  minims  of  a  four-per-cent.  solution  of  hydrochlorate  of 
cocaine  (one-eighth  grain)  were  administered  hypodermically. 
The  patient  remarked  that  he  ''slept  better  than  he  had  done  for 
a  long  time."  The  following  night  a  dram  of  the  valoid  of  coca 
(a  liquid  extract,  each  dram  of  which  represents  an  equivalent 
quantity  of  the  leaves)  was  administered.  He  did  not  sleep  well. 
Two  drams  were  then  given  and  sleep  was  produced.  This  dose 
has  been  continued  each  night  for  three  weeks  with  good  results. 

A  case  of  empyema :  Sleep  was  produced  by  two  drams  with 
beneficial  result. 
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A  woman  with  tertiary  syphilis  and  large  rupial  ulcer  of  thigh : 
Two  minims  of  a  four-per-cent.  solution  were  dropped  on  the 
ulcer  and  the  pain  was  relieved. 

Dr.  Murrell  found  that  six  minims  of  a  four-per-cent.  solution 
of  the  alkaloid  (one-fourth  grain)  and  five  drams  of  the  valoid 
could  be  given  without  bad  etfect. — Louisville  Med,  News. 

Oil  of  Wintergreen  in  Bhenmatism, 

_       • 

Dr.  Seelye  reports  results  of  treatment  in  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  cases  of  rheumatism  with  oil  of  gaultheria,  in  the  New 
York  Medical  yournaL  He  says  the  medicine  may  be  given 
in  capsules  alone,  or  with  salicylate  of  sodium,  or  in  soda  water. 
The  most  common  method  used  in  acute  cases  was  by  the  fol- 
lowing formula:  B.  Ol.  gaultheria,  m  xx. ;  glycerin.,  aqua, 
aa  3j.  Give  this  dose  every  two  hours  during  day,  and  every 
three  hours  during  night. 

By  this  treatment  pain  and  swelling  generally  left  the  joints  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Before  or  by  this  time  the  patient  would 
generally  complain  of  some  ringing  in  the  ears  and  deafness, 
similar  to  that  produced  by  large  doses  of  quinine,  but  probably 
not  so  marked.  The  dose  was  then  diminished,  and  only  one 
drachm  given  every  three  or  four  hours.  The  symptoms  caused 
by  the  remedy  were  more  severe  in  those  accustomed  to  alcoholic 
liquors — delirium  sometimes  supervening. 

This  treatment,  it  is  claimed,  will  speedily  cure  in  eight3*-five 
per  cent,  of  cases ;  and,  by  actual  comparison,  has  been  found 
more  efficacious  than  that  with  the  sodium  salicylate. — Medical 
Summary, 


A  Hew  Treatment  for  Heuralgia. 

The  latest  agent  introduced  for  the  relief  of  neuralgia  is  a  one 
per  cent,  solution  of  hyperosmic  acid,  administered  by  subcuta- 
neous injection.  It  has  been  employed  in  Billroth' s  clinic  in  a 
few  cases.  One  of  the  patients  had  been  a  martyr  to  sciatica 
for  years,  and  had  tried  innumerable  remedies,  including  the 
application  of  electricity  no  fewer  than  two  hundred  times, 
while  for  a  whole  year  he  had  adopted  vegetarianism.  Billroth 
injected  the  above  remedy  between  the  tuber  ischii  and  tro- 


100  Miscellaneotis  Paragraphs, 

chanter,  and  within  a  day  or  two  the  pain  was  greatly  relieved, 
and  eventually  it  quite  disappeared.  It  would  be  rash  to  con- 
clude too  much  from  these  results,  in  the  face  of  intractibility  of 
neuralgia  to  medication,  but  if  it  really  proved  to  be  as  effica- 
cious as  considered,  hyperosmic  acid  will  be  a  therapeutic  agent 
of  no  mean  value. — Medical  Record.  ' 


Diabetes. 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  jr.,  adds  four  more  cases  of  diabetes  to  the 
fifty-two  reported  to  the  American  Medical  Association.  The 
patients  were  placed  on  strict  antidiabetic  diet,  and  Clemens's 
solutioxi  of  arsenite  of  bromine,  beginning  with  three  drops,  in- 
creased to  five,  was  also  given.  Of  these  four  cases  three  were 
permanently  relieved.  In  conclusion  he  adds:  '*  Diabetes  has 
become  to-day  a  disease  easily  and  certainly  curable,  provided 
that  the  treatment  be  not  begun  too  late." — Louisville  Medical 
Times. 


Chloroform  Treatment  of  Tapeworm. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Enders,  of  Wailuku,  Sandwich  Islands,  writes  as 
follows  to  the  Medical  Record:  *' I  have  treated  five  cases  of 
tapeworm,  at  the  Malulani  Hospital,  successfully  with  the  fol- 
lowing: B.  Chloroform,  extract,  filicis  fluid,  aa  f  3  j ;  emuls.  ol. 
ricini,  f  3  iij*  To  be  taken  in  the  early  morning.  M.  No  food 
allowed  until  after  thorough  action  of  the  bowels.  The  entire 
worm  was  brought  away  in  each  case,  with  no  unpleaant 
results." 


Hew  Devices  for  Invalids. 

We  would  call  special  attention  to  the  advertisement  of  A.  M. 
Leslie  &  Co.  This  old  and  enterprising  firm  is  always  reliable, 
and  can  furnish  anything  required  in  their  line,  and  at  prices  to 
suit  the  times. 


Falling  of  the  Hair. 

B.  Glycerine,  3 iv;  tannin,  9i;  tinct.  cantharides,  ^i ;  ol.  cap- 
sicum, gtt.  X.  M.  Moisten  the  scalp  morning  and  evening.— 
Medical  Summary. 
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Carbonate  of  Titanium. 

A  writer  in  the  Medical  World  recently  recommended  in  the 
strongest  language  a  certain  pill  '^  used  by  the  French  woinen  to 
produce  barrenness,*'  as  a  remedy  for  amenorrhea.  A  married 
woman  using  this  pill,  says  the  writer,  does  not  become  preg- 
nant. The  formula  is  as  follows:  B.  Pulv.  aloes  (soc),  carb. 
titan,  da  5  j.  Fiant  pilulse  No.  xxx.  Sig.  One  pill  three  times 
daily.  No  particular  nicety  need  he  paid  in  regard  to  dose; 
from  one  to  three  pills  may  be  taken  ter  die.  Dr.  A.  B.  Lyons, 
of  Detroit,  Mich.,  suspecting  some  crookedness,  sent  for  some  of 
the  carbonate  of  lithium.  On  examining  an  alleged  specimen  he 
found  that  it  consisted  of  about  equal  parts  of  sulphate  and  sub- 
carbonate  of  iron,  with  a  little  bloodroot.  The  vaunted  pill, 
therefore,  is  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  pil.  ferri  et  aloes. — 
Med.  Record, 


Furniture  Polith. 

The  subjoined  simple  preparation  will  be  found  desirable  for 
cleaning  and  polishing  old  furniture :  Over  a  moderate  fire  put 
a  perfectly  clean  vessel.  Into  this  drop  two  ounces  of  white  or 
yellow  wax.  When  melted  add  four  ouces  of  pure  turpentine  ; 
then  stir  until  cool,  when  it  is  ready  for  use.  The  mixture  brings 
out  the  original  color  of  the  wood,  adding  a  lustre  equal  to  that 
of  varnish.  By  rubbing  with  a  piece  of  fine  cork  it  may,  when 
it  fades,  be  removed. 

Shenmatism. 

Oil  of  gaulthcria  has  been  tested  in  Bellevu«  Hospital  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism.  Ten  minims  of  the  oil  were  emulsi- 
fied with  half  a  drachm  each  of  glycerine  and  water,  and  given 
at  two  or  three  hours'  interval.  Great  relief  to  the  severe  pain 
and  swelling  was  secured  in  most  instances ;  but  this  relief  was 
followed  by  an  exhibition  of  symptoms  due  to  the  effects  of  the 
drug,  as  singing  in  the  ears,  deafness,  ^'fullness''  in  the  head, 
etc.     It  is  best  given  in  capsules. — Med.   World, 

In  llenorrhagia. 

R.  Fl.  ext.  cannabis  indicael,  5ij ;  fi.  ext.  hamamelidis  virg., 
5ij ;  syr.  aurant.  cort.,  q.  s.  ad.,  Siij*  M.  Sig.  A  teaspoon- 
ful  three  times  a  day. — Blackwood, 
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Why  Contagioiu  Diseaies  Attaok  but  Once. 

Professor  Tyndall  thus  endeavors  to  explain  the  immunity  ob- 
tained against  a  second  attack  of  a  contagious  disease:  ''One  of 
the  most  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  experiences  in  medicine 
was  the  immunity  secured  by  a  single  attack  of  a  communicable 
disease  against  future  attacks  of  the  same  malady.  Small-pox, 
typhoid  or  scarlatina,  for  example,  was  found  as  a  general  rule 
to  occur  only  once  in  a  lifetime  of  the  individual,  the  successful 
passage  through  the  disorder  apparently  rendering  the  body  in- 
vulnerable. Reasoning  from  analogy,  I  have  ventured  to  express 
the  opinion  that  the  rarity  of  second  attacks  of  communicable 
disease  was  due  to  the  removal  from  the  system,  by  the  first  para-, 
sitic  crop,  of  some  ingredient  necessary  to  the  growth  and  propa- 
gation of  the  parasite." — Aledical  World. 


PBOFEaaiONAL  AND  BUSINESS  EXCHANGE. 


tar  Under  this  head  notices  for  skle  or  exchange,  locations,  or  partnerships  wanted, 
and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  ^  a  time.  If  more  than  eight  lines, 
35  cents  extra  for  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 

Wanted. 

Two  w^U-educated  experienced  Eclectic  physicians,  of  meann,  to 
locate  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  in  Uie  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  FITZER,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Medical  Books  and  Surgical  Instmments. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  Business.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  and  rely  upon  getting  what 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  thev  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur- 
gical Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saddle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  page  v. 

Galvanic  Batteries  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nish the  best  in  the  market. 

Address,  GEO,  C.  PITZER,  M,  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Journal  Busmais. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  ^2.00  a  year,  in  advance 
It  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW   YOUR    SUBSCRIPTION. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


AST.  XV.— Treating  the  Puerperal  Womb.— By  G.  A.  Rowk, 
M.  D. 

Labor  at  full  term  is  a  natural  physiological  action,  and  not  a 
sickness  or  disease  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  those  terms^  At 
no  time  during  the  period  of  gestation,  including  even  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  fetus  and  secundines,  to  that  of  complete  invo- 
lution can  the  uterus  be  said  to  be  in  an  abnormal  state.  It  is 
simply  undergoing  a  physiological  evolution,  conforming  all  the 
while  to  conspicuous  laws  of  nature. 

During  the  process  of  gestation  the  uterus  virtually  grows, 
for  the  evident  purpose  of  accommodating  itself  to  the  gradually 
increasing  size  of  the  fetus ;  and,  after  birth,  it  shrinks  back  to 
its  former  state.  In  other  words,  the  nutritive  process  of  assimi- 
lation prevails  over  that  of  disassimilation  during  gestation,  so 
that  a  certain  amount  of  substance  remains  after  each  nutritive 
exchange,  the  result  of  which  is  uterine  growth.  When  the 
limit  of  gestation  is  reached,  whether  it  be  at  full  term  or  not, 
and  parturition  begins,  there  is  a  pronounced  change  of  affairs ; 
the  uterus  not  only  ceases  to  grow,  but  at  once  begins  to  reduce 
its  size  and  caliber  to  that  state  in  which  it  existed  at  the  moment 
of  conception. 

In  accomplishing  this  act  of  retrogression  the  nutritive  pro- 
cesses are  reversed — the  disassimilative  powers  predominate  over 
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the  assimilative ;  the  amount  of  nutriment  for  the  uterus  to  com- 
plete that  particular  gestating  cycle  was  sufficient,'  and  cell- 
action  ceased  because  of  their  contact  with  a  different  kind  of 
product  of  cell-metabolism.  During  this  particular  time  of 
growth  the  uterus  acted  upon  fixed  ph3r8iological  principles,  and 
made  no  sacrifices  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  its  kind,  as 
some  noted  writers  contend.  Since  it  has  been  clearly  shown 
that  there  was  actual  growth  of  the  womb  during  fetal  devel- 
opment, it  is  hard  to  understand  in  what  way  it  sacrifices. 
We,  therefore,  have  the  usual  definition  of  a  normal  womb  too 
limited,  because  it  does  not  include  the  impregnated  womb  in 
the  definition.  So  long  as  a  body  or  organ  faithfully  observes 
nature's  laws,  and  performs  all  the  duties  and  functions  common 
to  it,  we  can  rightly  say  that  such  body  or  organ  is  in  a  normal 
condition.  Hence,  in  treating  the  puerperal  womb,  we  should 
treat  it  as  one  normally  traumatic,  unless  the  traumatism  has 
been  induced  by  violence.  Even  then  the  treatment  is  the  same 
in  principle,  except  to  provide  against  greater  nervous  and  sys- 
temic shock  that  follows  violent  measures. 

To  give  medicine,  or  interfere  in  any  way  in  a  case  of  normal 
labor  is  reprehensible  and  uncalled  for.  The  use  of  chloroform 
or  forceps  in  such  a  case,  with  the  view  of  lessening  pain  or 
hastening  delivery,  is  meddlesome,  and  unnecessarily  endan- 
gers the  patient's  life. 

A  practice  that  is  meeting  with  considerable  favor  with  many 
of  our  leading  physicians  is  that  of  injecting  every  puerperal 
womb  with  some  medicated  wash,  for  the  purpose  of  antisepti- 
cizing  it.  The  practice  is  a  direct  product  of  the  *'germ  theory'* 
of  disease,  and  the  injections  are  given  with  the  hope  of  punish- 
ing or  destroying  any  audacious  microbes  that  may  have  sneaked 
into  the  uterus  to  satisfy  their  avaricious  appetites.  Now,  the 
gentleman  to  whom  this  theory  discovered  itself  is  entitled  to 
honors,  but  he  should  be  particularly  jealous  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  applied  to  practice. 

An  intra-uterine  injection  cannot  be  g^ven  to  the  most  health- 
ful uterus  without  producing  considerable  shock,  and  how  much 
greater  it  must  be  when  given  to  a  raw  and  bleeding  one !  Uterine 
injections  are  to  be  discouraged,  therefore,  not  only  after  natural 
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labors,  but  after  abortions  also,  unless  there  is  a  special  demand 
for  them.  The  argument,  however,  that  animals  never  infest  a 
womb  after  labor,  whilst  it  is  a  powerful  one,  should  not  be  too 
strongly  quoted  against  the  practice,  for  the  very  evident  reason 
that  their  habits  and  customs  are  altogether  different  from  ours, 
and  it  is  true,  also,  that  animals  sometimes  die  from  puerperal 
fever.  The  environments  of  the  individual,  as  well  as  the  nature 
and  constitution  of  the  same,  lend  much  to  the  prognosis  and 
treatment.  For  that  reason  there  are  no  two  cases  of  the  same 
disease  that  can  be  treated  exactly  alike ;  which  is  peculiarly 
fatal  to  the  doctrine  of  the  infallibility  of  any  one  law  of  cure. 
If  there  is  any  one  function  entirely  natural  to,  and  expected  of, 
the  womb,  it  is  that  of  discharging  its  fetal  contents  at  such  time 
as  may  be  most  conducive  to  its  welfare.  That  time  need  not 
necessarily  be  at  full  term,  but  any  time  after  conception  may 
have  taken  place.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  such 
discharge,  whether  resulting  frqm  natural  causes,  maternal  in- 
capacity, violence,  or  disturbed  nutrition,  there  should  be  no 
interference  afterwards,  except  it  be  absolutely  demanded.  The 
theory  that  bacilli  will  invade  a  trauMatic  womb,  and  induce 
puerperal  septicaemia,  unless  washed  out  with  antiseptic  washes, 
is  by  no  means  substantiated  by  experience.  It  is  not  easy  to 
understand  how  even  the  smallest  micrococci  can  steal  into  the 
womb  with  any  great  degree  of  ease  when  the  cervix  has  con- 
tracted and  there  is  a  continual  discharge  which  would  be  very 
likely  to  wash  them  away.  So  long  as  the  lochial  discharge  con- 
tinues freely  for  the  first  half  a  dozen  days  after  parturition^ 
there  is  no  great  danger  of  puerperal  fever.  For  that  reason  I 
am  in  the  habit  of  giving  cimicifuga  tincture  for  a  week  after  a 
natural  labor  or  abortion,  with  the  hope  of  keeping  up  a  free 
lochial  discharge. 

The  cause  of  puerperal  fever  is  not  likely  to  be  found  in  germs 
from  external  sources  gaining  access  to  the  uterine  cavity,  but 
rather,  neurotic  in  nature^  the  result  of  a  quantity  of  retained 
material,  meant  for  external  discharge,  finding  its  way  into  the 
blood.  If  a  woman  live  after  giving  biith  to  a  fetus  and  having 
undergone  uterine  irrigation,  it  does  not  follow  that  she  would 
have  died  without  it.     With  the  very  same,  propriety  could  we 
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say  that  if  she  had  died  without  irrigation  she  would  have  lived 
with  it. 

Statistics  do  not  show  that  puerperal  fever  is  confined  to  any  one 
class  of  people,  or  that  it  is  more  common  among  the  poor  than  the 
wealthy.  There  are  very  few  physicians  of  any  experience  who 
have  not  attended  one  or  more  colored  women  in  confinement,  and 
who,  probably,  were  not  particularly  charmed  by  any  special  clean- 
liness of  the  apartments.  Their  beds  and  couches  are  often 
characteristic  for  their  dirt  and  odor,  and  the  bed-clothes  may  not 
have  felt  the  purifying  properties  of  water  for  years,  possibly ; 
and  yet  these  women  pass  through  their  confinement  with  as 
low,  if  not  lower,  rate  of  mortality  than  those  of  better  circum- 
stances and  surroundings.  The  reason,  however,  may  not  be 
because  of  the  special  prevalence  of  dirt,  but,  perhaps,  because 
of  their  particular  modes  of  life,  which  afford  them  greater  re- 
sisting power  and,  consequently,  greater  immunity  from  disease. 
The  question  as  to  the  best  method  of  handling,  the  traumatic 
womb  is  by  no  means  a  settled  one ;  in  fact,  there  can  be  no  one 
rule  laid  down,  for  one  case  may  present  features  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  another,  and'will  have  to  be  treated  on  its  own  indi- 
vidual merits.  If,  however,  I  should  be  asked  what  was  the 
principal  thing  to  be  done  for  the  womb  after  labor,  I  should 
answer,  let  it  severely  alone. 

An  afterbirth,  either  after  normal  labor  or  abortion,  may  re- 
fuse to  come  away  readily,  and  the  physician  naturally  feels 
anxious  for  his  patient ;  in  that  case,  reasonable  efforts  should  be 
made  to  remove  it  without  injury  to  the  delicate  uterine  surface, 
and  use  of  the  curette  may  be  made,  if  it  is  not  past  the  sixth 
month,  when  the  placental  forceps  or  finger  will  be  better  agents. 
The  finger  is  the  only  reliable  agent  in  removing  an  adherent 
placenta  after  full  term  labor,  but  is  not  nearly  so  valuable  in  the 
earlier  months. 

A  placenta  may  remain  in  a  womb  for  weeks  or  months,  and 
do  no  special  damage,  anc}  it  is  only  when  decomposition  or 
hemorrhage  follows  its  retention  that  particularly  energetic 
means  should  be  used  to  remove  it.  If  intra-uterine  injections 
are  indicated  at  all  after  parturition,  it  is  when  decomposition 
or  hemorrhage  occurs.     Even  vaginal  injections  are  contraindi- 
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cated,  unless  there  exist  bad  odors  or  accumulations  in  the 
vagina  that  cannot  escape  of  their  own  efforts.  Bad  smells  are 
always  to  be  looked  after,  whether  coming  from  the  vagina  or 
elsewhere,  for  they  are  pronounced  signals  of  danger.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  nature  always  strives  to  secure  and  main- 
tain a  normal  condition  of  body,  and  she  should  be  given  reason- 
able opportunity  to  accomplish  her  purpose.  The  lying-in- 
woman  who  has  frequent  vaginal  injections  after  the  parturient 
act  will  recover  more  slowly,  other  things  being  equal,  than  the 
one  who  has  not  had  them.  Indeed,  the  free  use  of  water  on 
any  wounded,  sore  or  abraded  surface  is  intended  to  defeat  na- 
ture's efforts  to  cure.  The  wise  surgeon,  after  operations 
major  or  minor,  does  not  direct  the  wound  to  be  frequently 
washed,  for  fear  of  carrying  away  the  lymph  that  may  have  been 
thrown  out  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  cure.  As  a  protec- 
tion to  the  tender  surface  of  a  puerperal  womb  nothing  acts  so 
efficaciously  as  the  lymph  and  blood  that  exude  from  the  open 
vessels,  and  the  physician  should  be  particularly  careful  not  to 
wash  it  away. 

As  I  have  already  said,  there  are  times  when  uterine  and 
vaginal  injections  are  needed.  Whenever  that  time  occurs  noth- 
ing can  be  gained  by  waiting  for  nature  to  accomplish  that  which 
she  is  loudly  proclaiming  she  cannot  do ;  give  such  injection  as 
may  be  indicated  and  the  results  will  be  gratifying. 

Among  the  very  best  washes  for  vaginal  injections  are  boiled 
water,  cooled  sufficiently  to  be  tolerated ;  permanganate  of  potas- 
sium, five  to  ten  g^rains  to  the  quart  of  water;  chlorate  of  potas- 
sium, one-half  to  one  drachm  to  quart  of  water ;  carbolic  acid, 
one  or  two  drops  to  quart  of  water;  bofacic  acid,  one-half  to  two 
drachms  to  a  quart  of  water.  The  same  agents  may  be  used  for 
uterine  injections,  but  should  not  be  nearly  so  strong.  In  giving 
either  uterine  or  vaginal  injections  always  use  water  that  has 
been  boiled. 


♦- 


ABT.  XVI. — ^The  Treatment  of  Disease  by  the  Inorganic  Cell- 
salts. — By  Dr.  Theo.  Hermann. 

Although,  no  doubt,  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  prac- 
titioners at  work  to  investigate  the  merits  of  this  comparatively 
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new  system  of  therapeutics,  very  little  has  yet  been  published 
and  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  profession  at  large. 

Very  likely  it  is  the  great  divergence  of  this  method  frofn  the 
highly  scientific  wags  (the  disciples  of  Esculapius  are  travelling) 
and  its  simplicity  that  prevent  those  who  tested  the  astonishing 
power  concealed  in  these  common,  innocent  chemicals  from 
giving  their  experience  to  publication. 

The  great  success  of  the  Eclectic  school  of  medicine  to  not  a 
small  degree  depends  on  the  dogma,  ^^  Small  doses  of  pleasant 
medicine  for  their  direct  effect;"  and  on  the  endeavor,  by  all 
means,  from  whatever  source  obtained,  to  bring  the  vital  func- 
tions to  the  standard  of  health  and  keep  them  there.  These 
aims  are  perfectly  reached  by  the  use  of  Schiissler's  remedies — 
the  smallest  dose  possible  of  a  single  remedy,  entirely  tasteless 
and  of  direct  effect,  without  any  possibility  whatever  to  bring 
about  unexpected  or  dangerous  consequences,  so  often  encount- 
ered by  the  use  of  powerful  remedies,  especially  if  the  latter  are 
prescribed  in  comparatively  large  doses  or  continued  for  a  con- 
siderable time. 

When  I  became  acquainted  with  Schiissler's  theory,  about  two 
years  ago,  I  entirely  doubted  its  truth,  and  only  after  having 
read  his  book  over  several  times  I  concluded  to  give  the  treat- 
ment a  trial.  As  there  were  many  points  of  conformity  in  the 
indications  for  the  same  remedy  in  both  the  Eclectic  and  the 
bio-chemical  (Schilssler's)  system,  I  selected  very  defined  cases, 
which  showed  the  indications  clearly — for  instance,  sulphite  of 
soda  (sodium  sulphate)* — and  observed  closely  whether,  if 
given  in  so  exceedingly  small  doses,  it  would  produce  the  same 
effect  as  if  given  in  three  to  five  grain  doses  (as  is  usually  pre- 
scribed), and  to  my  great  surprise  found  my  expectations  veri- 
fied. After  repeated  trials  with  the  same  remedy,  I  chose  another 
one,  potassium  chloride^  and  proved  the  same  truth.  After- 
wards I  treated  cases  (which  could  be  visited  several  times  a  day 
and  the  progress  of  treatment  closely  watched)  exclusively  with 

*  The  chemical  difference  between  sulphite  of  soda  NAO,503  and 
soda  sulphate  (Glauber's  salt)  NAO,50a  is  in  favor  of  the  former,  on 
account  of  containing  one  atom  less  of  oxygen. 
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the  tissue-salts,  and  the  results  obtained  gave  entire  satisfaction 
both  to  the  patients  and  myself.  Colleger  medictna  artis^  par- 
ticularly of  the  Eclectic  school !  Set  aside  all  prejudices,  give 
these  simple  remedies  a  careful  trial,  watch  closely  the  effects, 
and  report  the  results  obtained  from  the  use  of  them. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  by  the  introduction  of  the  treatment  of 
diseases  by  the  inorganic  cell-salts,  as  pointed  out  and  advocated 
by  Dr.  Schiissler,  there  is  a  new  way  opened  which  possibly 
leads  to  the  highest  point  of  perfection  in  therapeutics  and  the 
medical  art. 

But  this  system  is  yet  in  its  childhood,  needs  development  and 
encouragement,  and  will  doubtless  meet  with  a  great  deal  of 
prejudice,  jealousy,  and  more  or  less  ridicule,  before  it  becomes 
mature  and  is  accepted  as  part  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

If  it  is  desirable,  and  space  is  permitted,  I  will  in  one  of  the 
next  numbers  report  a  few  cases  treated  bio-chemical ly. 


♦^ 


AET.  Xni.-  Lobelia  Inflata.— By  H.  Reynolds,  M.  D.,  Liv- 
ERMORE  Falls,  Minn. 

Lobelia  inflata  is  a  dru^  whose  usefulness  is  not  appreciated 
by  the  medical  profession.  Comparatively  few  practitioners 
make  any  use  of  it.  Even  those  who  use  it  restrict  its  adminis- 
tration within  very  narrow  limits.  An  extensive  use  of  this  drug 
during  the  past  fifteen  years  has  convinced  me  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  useful  medicines  we  have.  Its  emetic  properties  are 
not  its  most  important  qualities.  It  is  valuable  as  an  emetic, 
and  if  properly  administered  is  found  to  be  one  of  the  best 
emetic  substances,  although  Prof.  Robert  Bartholow  says  of  it : 
'^  As  an  emetic^  lobelia  is  entirely  too  harsh  and  depressant  to 
justify  its  use  for  the  purpose."  He  also  says :  ' '  The  preparations 
of  lobelia  administered  by  the  stomach  produce,  in  considerable 
doses,  a  degree  of  nausea  and  depression  which  amounts  to 
anguish."  This  distress  often  arises  from  the  administration 
of  larger  doses  than  are  necessary.  Some  persons  are  very  sus- 
ceptible to  the  action  of  lobelia,  and  only  very  small  doses  are 
required  to  produce  emesis.  It  is  always  advisable  to  give  a  small 
dose  at  first — ten  to  fifteen  drops  of  the  tincture — observe  its 
effects,    and  in   fifteen   minutes  double  the  dose,  and  then  in 
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fifteen  minutes  more  double  the  dose  again  if  necessary.  Fre- 
quently less  than  a  drachm  will  be  sufficient  to  produce  emesis. 
When  nausea  begins,  it  is  well  to  administer  an  even  teaspoonful 
of  bicarbonate  of  soda  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  water,  which 
prevents  vomiting. 

Lobelia  is  a  powerful  relaxant  of  the  motor  nervous  system. 
Bartholow  says:  **  Lobelia  affects  chiefly  the  motor  nervous 
system,  and  especially  the  medulla  oblongata  and  its  respira- 
tory centre  (nucleus  of  the  pneumogastric)."  Its  use  in  spas- 
modic affections,  cramps,  and  other  forms  of  excessive  action  of 
the  motor  nerves  is  very  satisfactory.  To  obtain  its  good  effects 
in  these  cases  it  is  not  necessary  to  push  it  to  its  emetic  e^ect. 
The  production  of  slight  nausea  will  usually  secure  the  desired 
effect.  The  restlessness  of  children,  especially  when  attended 
with  feverishness,  is  readily  controlled  by  small  doses  of  the 
tincture  of  lobelia.  Drop  doses  every  half-hour,  doubled  .  or 
trebled  if  necessary,  will  usually  secure  the  desired  effect. 
The  use  of  lobelia  in  asthmatic  affections  is  quite  generally 
recognized  by  the  profession.  Its  good  effects  in  these  cases  is 
due  to  its  anti-spasmodic  and  relaxant  properties. 

In  obstinate  vomiting,  lobelia  in  small  doses,  repeated  every 
half-hour  or  every  hour,  will  often  prove  effectual  after  other 
remedies  have  failed.  Sometimes  it  proves  more  effectual  in 
these  cases,  if  administered  in  doses  sufficient  to  produce  free 
emesis.  Cases  of  vomiting  in  which  there  is  more  or  less  fever 
are  more  likely  to  be  relieved  than  those  which  are  due  to  reflex 
action,  such  as  cases  of  uterine  irritation. 

Lobelia  seems  to  exert  an  effect  upon  the  vaso-motor  nerves, 
relieving  the  spasm  of  the  arterioles  and  diminishing  the  blood 
pressure.  In  feverish  conditions,  its  administration  will  be  found 
to  be  attended  with  an  increased  circulation  in  the  capillaries,  a 
softening  of  the  pulse  and  lowering  of  the  temperature.  It  is  a 
very  useful  medicine  in  the  sthenic  stages  of  fevers  and  inflam* 
mations.  Small  doses  frequently  repeated  is  the  best  method  of 
administering  it  in  these  cases. 

Although  lobelia  does  not  possess  hypnotic  qualities,  yet  in- 
directly it  may  be  made  to  conduce  to  sleep.  Sometimes  rest- 
lessness causes  wakefulness.     Then  lobelia  in  doses  sufficient  to 
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cause  slight  nausea  will  subdue  the  restlessness  and  produce 
sleep.  It  is  often  indicated  in  cases  of  children's  diseases. 
Nausea  produced  by  lobelia  will  often  control  pain,  such  as 
toothache  and  slight  neuralgia,  sufficiently  to  enable  the  patient 
to  fall  asleep.  Even  cases  of  uterine  colic,  which  do  not  yield 
readily  to  opiates,  may  sometimes  be  subdued  by  the  anti-spas- 
modic effect  of  lobelia.  •  It  is  also  useful  in  some  cases  of  in- 
testinal colic. 

One  point  to  which  I  particularly  wish  to  call  attention  is  the 
use  of  small  doses  of  lobelia  frequently  repeated.  I  believe  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  uses  of  this  drug.  The  size 
of  the  dose  should  be  regulated  by  the  susceptibility  of  the 
patient.  Some  patients  are  as  susceptible  to  drop  doses  as 
others  are  to  ten- drop  doses.  Children  are  usually  very  sus- 
ceptible to  the  influence  of  lobelia.  Five  drops  of  tinct.  lobelia 
and  one  drop  of  tinct.  aconite  in  half  a  cup  of  water,  given  in 
teaspoonful  doses  every  half-hour  to  infants,  will  be  found  very 
useful  iri  those  feverish  conditions  attended  with  restlessness  so 
common  to  such  children.  One  drachm  of  the  tinct.  of  lobelia 
with  half  a  drachm  of  tinct.  of  aconite  root  in  a  glass  (Svi)  of 
water,  given  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  twenty  or  thirty  minutes, 
is  a  good  febrifuge  for  adults.  Many  hesitate  to  use  lobelia, 
believing  it  to  be  a  dangerous  drug.  With  proper  precaution, 
I  believe  there  is  no  potent  dru^  in  the  Materia  Medica  which  is 
less  dangerous.  In  some  cases  the  drug  needs  to  be  given  freely 
in  order  to  obtain  the  desired  effect.  Sidney  Ringer,  in  his 
Therapeutics^  declares  that  this  drug  must  be  given  in  large 
doses  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  results.  He  says:  '^  Unless 
given  in  large  doses — doses  considered  by  many,  without  founda- 
tion, as  poisonous — the  remedy  is  inoperative.  Many  erroneously 
consider  that  lobelia  is  a  highly  poisonous  and  dangerous  drug, 
which  must  be  given  with  much  caution  and  close  watching."  In 
the  diseases  (asthma  and  whooping-cough)  in  which  Ringer  rec- 
ommends the  use  of  lobelia,  it  is  often  necessary  to  push  its  action 
freely  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  results,  but  in  many  other 
affections  very  gratifying  results  are  obtained  from  small  df>ses 
frequently  repeated. 
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ABT.  XYIII.— Minutes  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Session  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  Miuouri. 

The  session  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. ,  October  7th  and  8th, 
1884 ;  and  the  Association  met  in  the  rooms  of  the  American 
Medical  College  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  T.  Hodge 
Jones,  M.  D.,  of  Lamar,  Mo.,  was  elected  to  the  cha\r  pro  tern. 
In  the  absence,  also,  of  the  Secretary,  G.  A.  Rowe,  M.  D.,  of 
St.  Louis,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  Secretary's  chair. 

The  minutes  of  previous  meetings  were  then  read  and  adopted, 
following  which  the  Board  of  Censors  made  a  report. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  stated  that  he  could  not  be  present. 
He  sent  a  statement  of  account  of  expenses  to  Association,  $5. 
Motion  to  accept  statement  made  and  passed. 

The  Report  of  Executive  Committee  was  received. 

The  Report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  A.  V.  Thorp, 
M.  D.,  was  received  in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  C.  R.  Ammer- 
man,  M.  D.,  requesting  a  list  of  the  names  and  post-office  a<il- 
dresses  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Association,  to  aid 
tfim  in  compiling  a  Medical  and  Surgical  Directory  of  Missouri. 
Motion  to  accept  report  and  furnish  names,  etc.,  to  Dr.  Ammer- 
man  was  made  by  Dr.  Younkin,  and  passed. 

The  Treasurer,  E.  Younkin,  M.  D.,  reported  as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  Report.. $24  36 

Received  cash  from  R.  L.  Galbreath,  Sec 23  75 

Total  Receipts $48  1 1 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  Secretary  for  Stationery $  4*65 

To  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  publishing  Minutes 25  00       29  65 

Balance  in  treasury  to  date $18  46 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  Treasurer's  Report  be  accepted. 
Carried. 

Motion  to  adjourn  till  2  p.  m.     Carried. 

Ofct.  7,  1884,  2  p.  M. — Meeting  called  to  order  by  President 
T.  H.  Jones  at  2  p.  m.  sharp.  Acting  Secretary  being  absent, 
Dr.  H.  L.  Henderson  served  till  his  appearance. 
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Prof.  Pitzer  exhibited  a  clinical  case.     Discussion  followed, 

by  Drs.  Carter,  Henderson,  Palmer  and  others. 

__  • 

Prof.  O.  A.  Palmer  exhibited  the  ophthalmoscope,  and  dem- 
onstrated the  use  of  it.  A  number  of  eye  clinics  were  then 
presented,  and  methods  of  using  the  ophthalmoscope  clearly 
presented. 

Prof.  E.  Younkin  presented  a  clinic  with  Varicose  Veins,  and 
gave  the  best  methods  of  treatment. 

Dr.  N.  M.  Carter  was  called  upon  for  his  views  on  Medical 
Consultations.  He  responded  in  a  way  entirely  satisfactory  to 
the  Association. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  9  o'clock  Wednesday 
morning,  and  that  the  first  hour  be  devoted  to  discussing  the  best 
methods  of  securing  a  full  attendance  at  the  annual  meetings. 
Carried, 

Oct.  8,  1884 — Secoj^d  Day's  Proceedings — 
President  Jones  in  the  chair. 

Prof.  O.  A.  Palmer  introduced  a  clinic-epileptic.  Among  the 
remedies  suggested  by.  him  was  potas.  brom.  Prof.  Pitzar 
recommended  bromides,  iodides  and  cinchona  comp.  for  the 
case. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  further  discuss  the  special 
resolution  with  reference  to  securing  a  larger  attendance  at  an- 
nual meetings.  '  ^ 

Dr.  Hamlin  was  in  favor  of  having  committees  appointed  for 
-certain  districts,  and,  ifr  necessary,  to  appoint  subcommittees. 

Dr.  Palmer  thought  a  member  in  each  county  should  be  ap- 
pointed, who  would  correspond  with  all  other  members  in  his 
county.  He  advised  the  members  to  have  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  published,  each  in  his  county  papers. 

President  Jones  thought  a  member  in  each  senatorial  district 
was  the  proper  thing. 

Dr.  Huddleston  wanted  to  appoint  a  secretary  and  correspond- 
ing secretary  in  each  county. 

Dr.  Hamlin  offered  ,the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Association : 
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Resolved^  That  one  member  in  each  senatorial  district  in  the 
State  be  appointed  as  District  Secretary ^  to  correspond  with 
every  Eclectic  physician  in  his  district,  urging  upon  said  Eclectic 
physicians  the  importance  of  sustaining  and  attending  these 
meetings. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  2  p,  m. 

2  p.  M. — President  Jones  in  the  chair. 

Papers  were  called  for,  and  Prof.  G.  A.  Rowe  responded  with 
a  paper  entitled,  "  Where  Should  We  Send  our  Consumptive 
Patients?" 

Dr.  C.  W.  Baker  delivered  an  address  on  *'  Typhoid  Fever.'* 
He  thought  carbolized  ointment  valuable  in  controlling  bowels. 
Discussed  by  Drs.  Rutledge,  Rowe  and  others. 

Prof.  Palmer  operated  on  clinic  for  pterygium.  Prof.  Youn- 
kin  removed  an  enlarged  submaxillary  gland. 

A  resolution,  by  C.  W.  Baker,  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary,  with  concurrence  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Association,  be  instructed  to  appoint  an  Assistant 
Secretary  in  each  senatorial  district  of  the  State,  and  that  said 
Secretaries  be  instructed  as  to  the  number  and  post-ofHce  address 
of  every  Eclectic  physician  in  said  district,  by  the  Secretary  of 
this  Association,  as  far  as  practicable.  Adopted. 

The  Society  next  proceeded  to  the  election  ot  officers : 

For  President,  Dr.  O.  W.  Avery,  of  Queen  City,  Mo.,  was 
nominated  by  Dr.  Merrell,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Hamlin. 
Unahimously  elected. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Williamson,  St.  Louis,  was  elected  Vice-President 
by  unanimous  vote.  * 

Dr.  M.  M.  Hamlin,  Gray's  Summit,  Mo.,  was  elected  Secre- 
tary. 

Dr.  E.  Younkin  was  reelected  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer  was  reelected  Corresponding  and  Foreign 
Secretary. 

Drs.  Rutledge  and  Merrell  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
conduct  President-Elect  Avery  to  the  chair. 

Board  of  Censors:    Drs.  Merrell,  Rutledge  and  Jones. 

Executive  Committee :    Drs.  Pitzer,  Williamson  and  Palmer. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  again  convene  at  call  of  officers. 
Carried.  G.  A.  Rowe,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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Note  —  In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  Dr.  C.  W. 
Baker  (see  Minutes),  I  desire  to  have  the  name  and  P.  O.  ad- 
dress of  every  Eclectic  physician  in  the  State.  Gentlemen, 
please  send  me  a  postal  card  at  once,  giving  your  P.  O.  address 
in  full.     Be  sure  to  give  county. 

To  aid  your  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to 
insure  the  continuation  of  the  high  standing  already  attained  by 
Eclecticism  in  the  State,  it  is  very  important  to  have  this  matter 
attended  to  at  once.     Address  Dr.  M.  M.  Hamlin, 

Gray's  Summit,  Mo. 


ART.  XIX.— Alcohol.— By  J.  E.  Callaway,  M.  D. 

Perusing  my  Weekly  Medical  Review^  of  Feb.  28,  1S85,  I 
find  an  editorial  relating  to  alcohol  as  a  certain  (specific)  rem- 
edy in  ''intermittent  pulse."  Alcohol  may  be  a  good  remedy  for 
this  trouble,  but,  as  the  editor  admits,  **the  remedy  is  likely  to 
be  used  by  the  patient  to  excess — the  habit  will  grow  on  the 
patient,  and  he  will  use  it  as  a  prophylactic,"  and  thus  '* alcohol- 
ism" Would  be  induced,  and  prove  a  more  serious  disease  than 
an  intermittent  pulse.  My  experience  teaches  me  that  sulph.  atro- 
pia,  "administered  hypodermically  in  doses  from  one-sixtieth  to 
the  one  two-hundredth  part  of  a  grain,  will  relieve  this  trouble 
(intermittent  pulse)  in  from  two  to  five  minutes,"  and  the  happy 
effect  of  this  remedy  is  maintained  much  longer  ''than  a  6  3 
(6  dr.)  dose  of  alcohol,"  and  the  administration  of  medicine 
hypodermically"  is  not  likely  to  grow  on  the  patient,  as  will 
alcohol.  The  sulph.  atropia  I  find  a  most  reliable  remedy  in  a 
great  many  cases  —  in  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  cramp  colic, 
cholera  morbus — in  fact,  under  most  any  condition  where  we 
desire  to  relieve  pain  and  the  remedy  is  not  contraindicated, 
this  is  the  remedy.  I  usually  associate  the  sulph.  atropia  with 
sulph.  morphia,  in  doses  ranging  from  one-eighth  to  one-half 
grain.  This  I  do,  not  for  the  soporific  effect  of  the  latter  rem- 
edy, but  to  prevent  the  atropia  from  causing  nausea  and  vom- 
iting. The  most  convenient  mode  to  administer  the  dose  is  in 
the  form  of  hypodermic  tablets,  as  manufactured  by  John  Wyeth 
&  Bro.,  Phila.,  Pa.  You  will  find  them  strictly  reliable.  There 
may  be  others  as  good,  but  I  have  not  tried  them.  They  answer 
a  good  purpose,  too,  administered  per  os,  always  dissolving  them 
in  a  little  very  warm  water  before  giving. 
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AKT.  ZX. — Herpes. — By  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

The  term  herpes  is  employed  to  designate  a  class  of  distinct  ves- 
icles arranged  in  clusters  or  circles,  situated  on  an  inflamed  base, 
the  fluid  contents  of  the  vesicles  drying,  respectively,  and  form- 
ing dark  brown  crusts ;  each  vesicle  running  through  changes  of 
increase,  maturation  and  decline,  terminating  in  from  one  to 
two  weeks  by  absorption  or  dessication,  either  with  or  without 
rupture. 

The  development  of  the  vesicles  in  fiome  cases  is  attended 
with  a  considerable  degree  of  local  heat  and  pain,  and  not  un- 
frequently  with  some  constitutional  disturbance. 

The  varieties  of  herpes  are  derived  from  the  manner  of  their 
arrangement,  and  from  the  region  of  the  body  on  which  they 
are  situated. 

Their  general  character  admits  of  but  two  groups — the  phlyc^ 
tenoid  and  the  circinnate. 

I.  The  phly  ctenoid  group  has  its  vesicles  arranged  in  an  ir- 
regular form  and  its  clusters  are  more  or  less  distributed. 

The  word  phlyctenoid  is  liable  to  lead  to  some  confusion,  as 
the  ancient  writers  employed  the  words  bulla  and  phlyctena  as 
synonymous  terms.  To  avoid  the  error,  in  this  instance,  it  is 
enough  to  be  apprized  of  its  existence.  The  old  denomination 
of  miliaris^  so  far  as  the  size  of  the  vesicles  is  concerned,  would 
certainly  have  been  more  preferable. 

Under  this  g^oup  may  be  arranged  all  the  localized  forms,  as 
herpes  lahialis^  herpes  palpebralis^  herpes  nasalis^  herpes  au- 
ricularis,  herpes  prceputialts  and  herpes  ,pudendalis^  the  terms 
of  which  are  indicative  of  the  locality.  Like  other  forms  pf 
skin  eruptions,  the  nomenclature  of  herpes  is  exceedingly  arbi- 
trary. Scarcely  any  two  dermatologists  seem  to  agree  on  classi- 
fication.    The  practical  common-sense  view  is  to  be  preferred. 

Herpes  labialis  can  scarcely  be  confounded  with  any  other 
affection  of  the  lips.  There  is  a  slight  degree  of  local  heat,  fol- 
lowed by  a  feeling  of  tension  and  burning,  accompanied  by  a 
cluster  of  vesicles.  The  vesicles  commonly  form  a  sort  of  irreg- 
ular patch,  the  circumference  of  which  extends  unequally  to- 
wards the  chin,  cheek,  or  alse  of  the  nose.  The  fluid  contained 
in  the  vesicles  is  transparent  at  flrst,  but  becomes  turbid  in  the 
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course  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  finally  merges  into  a  puriform 
aspect,  and,  drying,  forms  a  dark  crust.  The  scabs  are  com- 
monly loosened  about  the  twelfth  day,  and,  falling  off,  leave  a 
trifling  red  mark  for  some  days  after.  If  the  scabs  are  picked 
off  before  they  are  completely  dry,  the  vesicles  are  reproduced, 
and  the  detachment  is  longer  in  taking  place. 

Herpes  labialis  may  be  produced  during  a  single  night  by  the 
impression  of  cold  occasioned  by  passing  from  a  high  tempera- 
ture into  a  cold  and  damp  air. 

This  complaint  often  appears  at  the  crisis  of  a  catarrh,  a 
coryza,  an  angina,  or  a  pneumonia ;  more  frequently  still  does  it 
follow  an  attack  of  intermittent  fever,  and  is  regarded  as  a  favor- 
able augury  in  such  cases. 

The  disease  may  appear  in  the  cavity  of  the  mouth  on  the 
arch  of  the  palate,  mucous  membrane  of  the  lips,  and  on  the 
true  skin  at  the  commissures  of  the  mouth. 

When  situated  in  the  mouth  or  about  the  throat,  it  may  be 
accompanied  with  difficulty  of  swallowing,  pains  in  the  epigas- 
trium, eructations  and  nausea. 

This  affection  of  the  skin,  though  painful  and  annoying,  is  of 
itself  free  from  danger.  Where  the  vesicles  are  numerous  and 
confluent,  and  the  pain,  heat  and  swelling  are  considerable,  a 
soothing  lotion  will  afford  relief.  I  have  found  the  following 
to  be  sufficient :  B.  Carbolic  acid,  gtt.  x. ;  glycerine,  ^iij. 
M.  A  pinch  of  absorbent  cotton  to  be  moistened  and  laid  on 
the  parts. 

To  hasten  the  dessication  of  the  vesicles,  if  they  be  pricked 
with  a  fine  needle  on  their  first  appearance,  and  the  fluid  they 
contain  be  squeezed  out,  they  will  be  arrested  in  their  progress, 
and  the  above  lotion  applied,  they  will  scarcely  show  any  scab. 

Vesicles  of  a  kind  similar  to  those  of  herpes  labialis  are  occa- 
sionally developed  about  the  meatus  and  alse  of  the  nose  (^herpes 
nasalts)^  on  the  upper  eyelid  (^herpes  palpebralisy^  and  on  the 
concha  of  the  ear  (^herpes  auricuiaris).  These  are  all  charac- 
terized by  clusters  of  globular  and  transparent  vesicles,  as  large 
as  millet  seeds,  appearing  in  variable  numbers  upon  red  patches 
usually  of  a  circular  form. 

Herpes  frcepuiiali's. — Herpes  is  known  to  present  on  the  outer 
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and  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  occasionally  on  both  surfaces 
at  the  same  time.  The  disease  begins  in  patches  of  vesicles, 
and  is  attended  with  heat,  redness,  itching  and  burning.  The 
vesicles  augment,  and  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  the  fluid  be- 
comes turbid  and  acquires  a  puriform  appearance.  When  the 
vesicles  appear  on  the  inside  of  the  prepuce,  the  epithelial  layer 
of  skin  becomes  detached  through  the  moisture,  and  a  super- 
ficial sore  is  established  which  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  a  syph- 
ilitic ulcer. 

Herpes  praeputialis  is  not  a  contagious  complaint,  but  the  con- 
tinual excitement  to  which  the  organs  of  generation  are  exposed, 
-and  the  contact  of  fluids  secreted  by  the  vagina  and  uterus 
affected  with  chronic  inflammation,  are,  of  all  the  causes  as- 
signed for  the  production  of  the  disease,  those  whose  influence 
appears  to  be  most  fully  established,  and  thus  the  complaint  may 
be  reproduced  again  and  again  in  the  same  individual,  and  recur- 
ring repeatedly,  at  intervals  so  closely  together  as  to  present  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  chronic  affection,  we  will  often  find  a  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  urethra  existing  at  the  same  time.  This 
is  a  disease  of  no  great  severity.  When  situated  on  the  true 
skin,  it  should  be  protected  from  irritation  of  the  clothing 
and  it  will  get  well  of  itself.  When  on  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  prepuce,  irritating  lotions  and  agents  that  prevent  the 
3cabs  will  retard  the  cure.  I  knew  of  a  case  in  the  care  of  a 
specialist  in  which  the  healing  was  retarded  for  six  weeks  by 
irritating  applications,  the  case  becoming  so  grave  that  the  wife 
.mistook  it  for  a  venereal  sore  and  separated  from  her  husband. 

A  lotion  of  permanganate  of  potash,  gr.  iv,  to  water  ^iij, 
/cured  it  in  three  days,  and  also  restored  the  domestic  felicity. 
On  the  inside  of  the  prepuce  there  should  be  a  little  lint  or  ab- 
sorbent cotton  introduced  to  separate  the  mucous  membrane 
from  the  glands,  and  a  little  cold  water,  or  wash  of  acetas 
plumbi,  is  sufficient. 

2.  The  circinnate  group  is  remarkable  for  the  circular  ar- 
rangement of  its  vesicles.  This  g^oup  embraces  herpes  serpigo^ 
herpes  zoster^  and  herpes  iris. 

Herpes  serpigo  is  the  herpes  circinnatus  of  some  authors.  It 
is  more  commonly  called  ringworm.     It  consists  of  an  eruption 
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of  closely  crowded  vesicles  arranged  in  the  form  of  rings  or  circu- 
lar bands.  Beginning  at  a  certain  point  the  circumference  widens, 
and  the  skin  is  left  natural  within  the  circle.  The  vessels  are 
situated  upon  an  inflamed  base  of  greater  or  lesser  intensity. 
This  form  is  never  accompanied  with  any  functional  derange- 
ment. Several  children  in  the  same  family  are  frequently  at- 
tacked with  it  at  the  same  time,  which  circumstance  has  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  propagated  from  one  to  the  other.  It  is 
now  understood  to  be  of  parasitical  origin.  The  disease  is  so 
commonly  known  that  it  needs  no  further  description. 

The  treatment  is  simple.  The  tincture  muriate  of  iron 
effectually  applied  and  repeated  for  a  few  times  will  eradicate 
the  disease.  In  a  large  extent  of  surface  the  tincture  of  iron 
may  be  diluted  with  water  and  applied  by  compresses.  Glyce- 
rine should  not  be  substituted  for  the  water,  as  it  prevents  the 
absorption  of  the  drug.  If  upon  an  adult  and  the  skin  is  thick, 
tincture  mur.  of  iron  should  not  only  be  used  full  strength,  but 
made  stronger  by  a  few  drops  of  nitric  acid,  and  painted  on  the 
circle  with  a  hair  pencil.  The  oleate  of  copper  may  also  be 
employed  as  a  topical  application.  Washes  of  sulphate  of  zinc, 
borax  and  alum  are  also  recommended. 

Herpes  zoster ^  zona  or  shingles  is  another  form,  and  is  so 
called  because  it  usually  attacks  one  side  of  the  body  in  the  shape 
of  a  semicircular  belt,  formed  by  clusters  of  agglomerated  vesi- 
cles, which  by  their  running  together  form  large  vesicles  re- 
sembling bullsB.  The  disease  begins  on  some  point  of  the  medial 
line  and  proceeds  outwardly  around  the  body,  forming  either  a 
half  or  complete  girdle.  The  patches  or  groups  of  vesicles 
which  form  the  girdle  become  florid  at  their  bases ;  and  the  fluid 
within  the  vesicles,  first  transparent,  changes  from  day  to  day  to 
an  opalescent  appearance,  and  is  finally  changed  into  pus.  The 
attack  lasts  from  eight  days  to  three  weeks. 

The  general  symptoms  of  zona  are  fever,  thirst,  headache, 
pains  in  the  limbs  and  rigors,  nausea  and  sometimes  vomiting. 
The  treatment  should  be  directed  to  the  protection  of  the  vesi- 
cles. The  vesicles  should  not  be  rudely  broken,  but  if  care  be 
taken  to  puncture  each  vesicle  early,  so  as  to  allow  the  free 
escape  of  the  fluid,  the  pain  is  much  diminished  and  the  irrita- 
tion sooner  subsides. 
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The  eruption  of  shingles  cannot  be  checked  by  any  medicine, 
and  hence  we  are  to  use  such  agents  as  will  mitigate  pain '  and 
allay  irritation. 

Herfes  iris  is  distinguished  by  small  groups  of  vesicles,  sur- 
rounded by  four  concentric  erythematous  rings  of  different  shades 
of  color.  This  form  of  herpes  occurs  most  frequently  on  the  backs 
of  the  hands,  on  the  instep,  olecranon,  ankles  and  similar  parts. 
The  vesicle  in  the  centre  of  the  concentric  rings  appears  flat- 
tened and  is  surrounded  by  smaller  vesicles.  The  first  circle  is 
of  brown  color,  the  second  circle  a  deeper  red,  and  the  third  and 
fourth  circles  present  a  rosy  hue  melting  insensibly  into  the 
color  of  the  healthy  skin.  Herpes  iris  gets  well  spontaneously 
in  the  course  of  one  or  two  weeks.  Its  period  may  be  shortened 
by  touching  the  vesicles  slightly  with  nitrate  of  silver.  The  diet 
should  be  light  and  the  drinks  cooling — soups,  milk,  barley-water 
and  lemonade. 
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Bemarks  on  Apoplectic  Attacks. — By  Philip  Zenker,  M.  D., 

Cincinnati. 

By  apoplectic  attack  is  understood  a  sudden  complete  or  par- 
tial loss  of  consciousness,  which  is  usually  attended  by  para- 
lytic manifestations.  Sudden  paralyses,  without  affection  of 
consciousness,  belong  to  the  same  category  of  symptoms,  and 
are  included  here. 

The  causes  of  apoplectic  attacks  may,  practically,  be  reduced 
to  two,  the  rupture  and  the  occlusion  of  blood  vessels,  or  cere- 
bral hemorrhage,  and  cerebral  embolism  or  thrombosis. 

Thanks  to  the  researches  of  Charcot  and  Bouchard,  cerebral 
hemorrhage  is  usually  due  to  the  presence  of  miliary  aneurisms. 
There  may  be  very  few,  or  a  large  number,  even  hundreds  of 
them,  may  be  found  in  an  individual  case.  They  occur  most 
frequently  in  the  arteries  supplying  the  corpora  striata,  and  optic 
thalami,  the  localities  where  hemorrhage  is  most  common.  It 
was  at  one  time  thought  that  they  were  due  to  atheromatous 
changes  in  the  arteries.     But  they  are  in  reality  due  to  a  peri- 
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arteritis  (atheromatous  changes  are  due  to  endarteritis).  Athe- 
romatous disease  of  the  vessels  is  probably  a  factor  in  the  pro- 
duction of  hemorrhage  only  in  a  secondary  manner,  as  is  also 
true  of  cardiac  hypertrophy,  that  is  by  increasing  the  blood 
pressure  in  the  arteries,  and  thereby  increasing  the  danger  of 
rupture  of  aneurisms. 

Cerebral  embolism  is  usually  due  to  valvular  disease  of  the 
heart,  and  atheroma  of  the  aorta,  or  large  vessels  at  base  of 
brain.  Thrombosis  is  caused  by  atheroma  of  the  cerebral  ves- 
sels, or,  less  frequently,  by  the  arteritis  obliterans  of  syphilis. 
Embolism  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  left  sylvian  artery. 
Thrombosis,  as  it  may  occur  in  any  diseased  vessels,  is  found  in 
various  parts  of  the  brain. 

Embolism  may  occur  at  any  age.  Thrombosis,  except  when 
due  to  syphilitic  changes,  occurs  chiefly  in  advanced  life.  The 
same  is  true  of  cerebral  hemorrhage ;  for  atheromatous  disease 
of  vessels  as  well  as  aneurisms  is  seldom  found  before  forty 
years  of  age,  and  from  that  time  occurs  with  increasing  fre- 
quency with  advancing  age.  Thrombosis  doubtless  occurs  much 
more  frequently  than  hemorrhage,  for  atheroma  in  the  vessels,  is 
much  more  common  than  miliary  aneurisms. 

The  symptoms  produced  by  hemorrhage,  embolism  and  throm- 
bosis are  so  nearly  alike  that  it  is  only  by  the  consideration  of 
other  conditions,  causes,  etc.,  that  an  exact  diagnosis  can  occa- 
sionally be  made  during  life.  Apoplectic  attacks,  when  well 
marked,  are  so  similar  in  their  manifestations  that  it  has  been 
supposed  that  the  lesion  occurs  almost  always  in  the  same  part 
of  the  brain.  But,  in  such  cases,  lesions  in  different  parts  of 
the  brain  will  produce  the  same  symptoms,  for  there  is  in  their 
production  a  factor  more  important  than  locality,  which  we  will 
learn  in  studying  the  immediate  causes  of  the  apoplectic  attacks. 
We  are  indebted  to  Wernicke  for  the  clearest,  and,  probably, 
correct  explanation  of  these  symptoms. 

The  brain  substance  is  soft  and  normally  under  a  very  slight 
pressure,  that  equal  to  a  column  of  water  lo  millimetres  in 
height.  The  blood  pressure  in  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  though 
differing,  according  to  size  and  locality  of  vessel,  may  be  said  to 
equal  that  of  a  column  of  mercury  150  millimetres  in  height. 
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When  a  vessel  ruptures,  this  entire  pressure  may  be  suddenly 
brought  to  bear  on  the  brain  substance.  On  account  of  the 
yielding  character  of  the  latter,  the  effects  of  this  sudden  in- 
crease of  pressure — of  this  blow,  as  it  were — are  conveyed  to 
various  parts  of  the  brain,  and  thus  deprive  them  of  their 
functions. 

In  case  of  sudden  occlusion  of  a  large  vessel  a  similar  effect 
is  produced ;  but  here  it  is  due  to  a  sudden  negative  pressure, 
instead  of  the  sudden  increase  of  pressure  which  occurs  with 
hemorrhage. 

The  intensity  of  symptoms  is  dependent  on  the  force  of  the 
blow,  the  latter  depending  on  the  size  and  rapidity  of  the  hemor- 
rhage, or  the  size  of  the  occluded  vessel. 

Usually  there  is  loss  of  consciousness;  but,  if  the  case  does 
not  terminate  fatally,  consciousness  is  restored,  for  there  was 

« 

only  a  transient  injury  of  the  larger  part  of  the  brain. 

The  result  is  different  in  cases  of  slowly  developing  coma.  In 
such  instances  there  is  a  slow  hemorrhage,  which  does  not  set  in 
with  sufficient  force  to  produce  immediate  symptoms  in  the 
manner  above  described,  and  only  produces  coma  when  the 
whole  brain  is  compressed  by  a  large  effusion  of  blood.  It  is 
for  this  reason  that  slowly  developing  coma  is  so  indicative  of  a 
fatal  termination. 

What  has  been  said  of  the  affection  of  consciousness  is  also 
true  of  other  symptoms  of  apoplectic  attacks. —  Cm.  Lancet  and 
Clinic. 


«#— 


Iodoform  in  the  Treatment  of  Goitre. 

My  subject,  in  these  brief  remarks,  is  not  to  give  the  different 
modes  of  treatment  for  the  various  forms  of  bronchocele,  but  to 
detail  a  line  of  treatment  in  which  I  have  met  with  remarkable 
success  in  the  last  four  or  live  years. 

The  most  common  variety  of  bronchocele  met  with  is  a  sim- 
ple hypertrophy  of  the  thyroid  gland,  either  one  or  both  lobes ; 
and  it  is  in  these  cases,  whether  they  be  acute  or  chronic,  that 
this  treatment  is  especially  applicable. 

Case  i.  A  married  lady,  aged  sixty,  applied  to  me  for  the 
relief  of  a  ''swelling"  of  four  years'  duration,  on  the  right  side 
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of  her  neck.  Examination  showed  it  to  be  a  bronchocele  in- 
volving the  right  wing  of  the  thyroid  gland. 

Case  2  was  a  young  lady,  sixteen  years  old,  who  bad  a  goitre 
of  two  years*  duration,  involving  the  right  wing  and  isthmus. 

Case  3.  Mrs.  B.,  aged  thirty-five,  consulted  me  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1882,  giving  the  following  history:  About  three  years 
previous  she  had  noticed  a  slight  enlargement  on  the  left  side  of 
her  neck,  which  grew  in  about  six  months  to  the  size  of  an  or- 
dinary walnut,  and  occasioned  no  serious  inconvenience.  It  re- 
mained this  size  for  about  two  years,  when  it  began  to  slowly 
increase,  and  three  months  before  I  saw  her  began  to  grow  very 
rapidly,  so  that  by  the  time  she  came  to  me  it  extended  from  the 
median  line  of  the  neck  to  a  point  beyond  the  outer  border  of 
the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle,  and  projected  at  least  two 
'  inches,  occasioning  so  much  dyspncea  as  to  prevent  her  lying 
down — ^very  tender  to  the  touch,  and  presenting  considerable 
dysphagia.  She  had  been  advised  to  have  an  operation  for  its 
removal. 

Case  4.  A  young  lady,  school  teacher.  In  this  case  the 
goitre  was  of  recent  date,  having  existed  only  about  six  months, 
and  involved  only  the  isthmus. 

Case  5.  A  married  lady,  the  mother  of  a  large  family. 
This  goitre  involved  both  wings  of  the  isthmus,  and  was  of  six 
years'  duration,  during  which  time  it  had  grown  slowly  but 
steadily,  at  times  becoming  exceedingly  painful ;  and  during  the 
last  year  her  sleep  had  to  be  taken  while  sitting  in  an  easy-chair. 
There  was  considerable  'dysphagia. 

Treatment, — These  cases  were  treated  uniformly,  except  as 
regards  the  first  In  that  case  the  local  treatment  only  was  used ; 
for,  notwithstanding  her  age  and  manner  of  living,  her  general 
health  was  very  good.  This  is  not  usually  the  case,  for  goitre  is 
generally  found  in  anemic  subjects,  especially  if  it  be  of  long 
standing.  The  local  application  consists  in  applying  twice  a 
day  with  a  camel-hair  brush,  over  the  whole  extent. of  the  swell- 
ing, a  ten  per  cent,  solution  of  iodoform  in  collodion.  In  a  few 
days,  after  the  coating  begins  to  detach  itself,  the  skin  becomes 
very  tender,  when  the  application  will  have  to  be  discontinued 
for  a  time.  After  this  there  is  usually  no  more  tenderness.  In 
Case  I  the  treatment  effected  a  permanent  cure  in  two  months. 
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In  the  other  cases  I  gave  internally,  three  times  a  day,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  local  treatment  mentioned,  a  pill  containing  three 
grains  of  iodoform  and  one  grain  of  iron  by  hydrogen.  This 
frequently,  if  continued  for  several  weeks,  produces  slight  nau- 
sea, which  necessitates  the  discontinuance  of  the  medicine  for  a 
day  or  two  at  a  time. 

The  improvement,  as  a  rule,  evidenced  by  diminution  in 
the  size  of  the  goitre,  commences  in  about  three  weeks,  and 
after  that  is  steady.  In  Case  2,  the  patient  being  very  anemic, 
treatment  was  not  discontinued  for  four  months. 

In  Case  3  the  improvement  was  very  marked.  The  tender- 
ness was  entirely  gone  by  the  end  of  the  first  week,  and  the 
swelling  considerably  diminished  by  the  end  of  the  third.  At 
the  end  of  the  third  month  the  goitre  had  entirely  disappeared, 
and  the  treatment  was  discontinued. 

In  Case  4,  the  goitre  being  very  small  and  recent,  the  improve- 
ment was  very  rapid,  the  patient  being  discharged  as  entirely 
well  at  the  end  of'  the  sixth  week. 

Case  5  was  under  treatment  for  a  longer  time  than  any  of  the 
preceding  ones,  being  under  constant  medical  supervision  for  six 
months ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  entirely  free  from  any 
appearance  of  goitre. 

These  are  typical  cases  of  those  we  most  frequently  meet 
with,  occurring  both  in  young  adult  life  and  in  old  age.  In  none 
of  them  has  there  been  the  slightest  return  either  of  the  goitre 
or  of  tenderness  bf  the  parts.  The  treatment,  while  very  sim- 
ple, is  very  effectual,  and  promises  a  very  sure  means  of  relief 
from  an  affection  which  seems  to  be  rather  on  the  increase,  and 
certainly  deserves  a  thorough  trial  in  each  case,  before  resort  is 
had  to  any  operative  procedure. — ^Dr.  C.  E.  Bean,  in  -M  IV. 
Lancet. 


Concentrated  Foods. 

Medical  men  are  now  recognizing  the  value  of  malt  extracts 
as  foods  in  cases  of  deficient  assimilation.  That  their  use  is 
extending  may  be  taken  for  granted  by  the  number  of  exhibit- 
ors of  concentrated  foods  in  the  exhibition  at  South  Ken- 
sington last  year.     Important  improvements  have  recently  been 
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made  in  the  manufacture  of  malt  extracts,  which  are  now 
prescribed  in  a  variety  of  forms.  One  of  the  most  effective 
combinations  in  dyspepsia,  cholera  infantum,  and  all  diseases 
resulting  from  imperfect  nutrition  is  Maltine  with  pepsine  and 
pancreatine,  containihg,  as  it  does,  three  of  the  all-important 
digestive  agents,  diastase  being  one  of  the  constituents  of  Malt- 
ine. Dyspepsia,  in  most  cases,  will  be  found  to  yield  to  the 
medicinal  properties  of  this  combination,  while  the  system  is 
invigorated  by  its  nutritive  qualities.  It  will  be  found  a  useful 
remedy  also  for  constipation  and  chronic  diarrhoea  resulting  from 
mal-nutrition.  Not  only  is  Maltine  of  itself  of  great  value  in 
certain  cases,  but  it  maybe  combined. with  the  most  valuable 
alteratives  known — ^such  as  iodides,  bromides,  and  chlorides,  and 
is  found  to  be  a  remedy  of  high  value  in  all  depraved  conditions 
of  the  blood.  The  Maltine  manufactured  by  the  Maltine  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  New  York,  bears  a  high  name,  and  this 
has  been  still  further  emphasized  by  the  award  of  the  Gold 
Medal  of  the  Health  Exhibition,  London,  for  their  malt  extract 
known  as  Maltine  (malted  wheat,  barley  and  oats),  the  only  pre- 
paration composed  of  these  three  cereals.  Prof.  Charles  R.  C. 
Tichbome,  after  the  examination  of  the  principal  unfermented 
extracts  of  malt  in  the  market,  finds  that  Maltine  is  the  richest 
in  two  of  the  most  important  ingredients  of  these  foods — the 
phosphates  or  bone-formers,  and  that  peculiar  farinaceous  di- 
gestive agent  called  diastase.  Maltine  may  be  said  to  consist  of 
about  eighty  per  cent,  of  pure  food  in  its  mort  concentrated  and 
assimilable  form.  This  eighty  per  cent,  may  be  divided  as  fol- 
lows :  five  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  flesh-formers ;  seven  per  cent, 
of  heat-givers ;  two  per  cent,  of  bone-formers ;  add  to  this  the 
diastase,  which  imparts  to  it  the  curious  power  of  digesting 
all  farinaceous  food  outside  itself,  and  we  have  in  Maltine 
a  most  valuable  adjunct  to  our  invalid  diet.  In  respect  to 
the  diastase,  Maltine  seems  remarkably  energetic,  and  at  the 
temperature  of  the  human  body  one  part  liquefied  '*twenty  parts 
of  starch  in  two  minutes,"  and  had  completely  changed  or  di- 
gested that  body  in  about  an  hour.  Maltine  possesses  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  cereal  extract  as  prepared  from  the  grain, 
•  and  there  can  be  no  question  about  the  genuineness  of  this  pre- 
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paration.  It  is  only  necessary  to  consult  any  work  upon  dietetics 
to  see  that  there  is  considerable  difference  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  various  g^ain  crops.  By  combining  these  three  im- 
portant substances  —  barley,  oats,  and  wheat  —  a  food  is  ob- 
tained which  represents  the  average  composition  of  the  three 
cereals,  and  that  food  already  digested  for  use,  a  condition  of 
immense  value  to  the  physician  in  those  special  cases  where  the 
digestive  functions  are  impaired. — Leicester  &  London,  Jan.  ist, 
1885. — Midland  Medical  JournaL 

podium  Salicylate  in  Henralgio  Headache. 

Since  the  publication  ^in  these  columns  of  a  translation  of 
the  experience  of  Dr.  Delczersky  with  salicylate  of  sodium 
in  neuralgic  headache  (  National  Druggist^  Vol.  5.  page 
180  )^  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  testing  the  remedy  in  a 
number  of  cases,  three  of  which  might  be  termed  typical — or 
rather  crucial — the  latter  word  expressing  not  only  the  nature  of 
the  test,  but  the  sutferings  of  the  patients  as  well.  A  history  of 
one  of  them  will  sufHce  for  the  balance.  The  patient,  aged 
thirty-nine  years,  married,  and  the  mother  of  four  children  resi- 
dent at  Mobile,  had  been  subject  to  severe  neuralgic  headaches 
for  fifteen  years  past,  Coming  on  at  first  about  once  a  month, 
these  headaches  gradually  grew  more  frequent  and  severe,  until 
at  last  she  spent  more  than  half  her  time  in  bed,  her  suHerings 
being  described  by  herself  and  the  attendant  physician,  Dr. 
Owen,  of  Mobile,  as  something  dreadful  to  contemplate.  Every 
remedy  ever  suggested  for  the  relief  of  neuralgia  and  headache 
was  tried,  almost  without  effect.  After  reading  Delczersky 's 
article  (in  the  Mediz.  Obozrenyi)^  I  determined  to  try  sodium 
salicvlate,  and  sent  her  by  mail  the  following  prescription :  So- 
dium salicylate,  2  drachms;  divide  into  16  capsules,  of  which  let 
the  patient  take  2  when  threatened  with  an  attack,  and  repeat  the 
dose  every  half  hour,  until  the  pain  is  relieved,  or  four  doses  are 
taken.  Two  weeks  later  the  patient  wrote  me:  *' How  can  I 
thank  you  sufficiently  for  that  prescription  ?  The  day  that  it  arrived 
I  was  in  bed  with  one  of  my  dreadful  attacks.  I  had  the  medicine 
prepared  and  commenced  taking  it  With  the  second  dose  I  felt 
g^eat  relief,  and  by  the  time  I  had  taken  the  third  all  pain  had 
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ceased.  Since  then  the  trouble  has  threatened  to  return  several 
times,  but  a  couple  of  capsules  averted  it  in  each  instance." 
Two  months  later  she  writes:  "That  remedy  has  cured  my 
headaches.  I  have  taken,  as  you  directed,  2  capsules  every 
morning,  and  there  has  been  absolutely  no  return  of  my  head- 
aches. Once  or  twice,  when  I  have  been  very  tired,  there  was 
an  uneasy  feeling  about  the  head,  but  a  couple  of  capsules  re- 
moved it.  I  have  gained  thirty  pounds — all  the  flesh  which  I 
liad  lost,  and  am  in  perfect  health." 

The  other  cases  were  similar  to  this  in  every  respect,  and  I 
think  that  the  profession  may  safely  rely  on  sodium  salicylate  as 
being  "almost  a  specific"  in  this  most  distressing  and,  hitherto, 
intractable  of  maladies. 

The  salicylate  may  be  given  in  solution  or  dry,  inclosed  in 
capsules.  The  dose  for  an  adult  should  not  be  less  than  15 
grains,  repeated  every  half  hour  until  60  grains  are  taken,  unless 
sooner  relieved.  In  cases  where  the  disease  is  of  long  standing, 
it  is  well  to  have  the  remedy  continued  in  daily  doses  of  not  less 
than  15  grains,  which  should  be  taken  in  the  morning  or  on  an 
empty  stomach.  Of  course  due  attention  must  be  paid  to  the 
bowels.  Where  there  is  habitual  constipation — ^which  will  be  in 
three-fourths  of  the  cases  where  the  patients  are  women — aloin 
will  be  found  invaluable.  Podophyllin  will  also  be  found  to  act 
admirably,  especially  where  there  is  malarial  taint.  Where  the 
disease  is  undoubtedly  of  malarial  origin,  occasional  resort  should 
be  had  to  mild  chloride  of  mercury. — National  Druggist. 


Abortion. 

Dr.  Edward  Warren  (Chicago  Gynecological  Society)  says : 
As  to  the  treatment  of  abortion,  the  two  distinct  courses — the 
radical  method  of  evacuating  the  uterus  immediately,  and  the 
plan  of  waiting  patiently — had  each  in  turn  been  advocated  and 
opposed.  He  himself  had  followed  the  expectant  method ;  he 
had  waited  as  long  as  a  week  for  Nature  to  complete  the  expul- 
sion of  the  ovum,  and  he  had  never  seen  any  untoward  conse- 
quences from  it.  He  enjoined  absolute  rest  in  the  horizontal 
posture,  and  gave  quinine  and  alcohol  as  they  were  required. 
Apart  from  the  vaginal  tampon,  he  used  no  local   treatment 
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further  than  vaginal  injections  of  liquor  sodas  chlorinatse.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  removal  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  product  of 
conception  from  the  uterus;  because  (i)  it  was  painful,  involved 
the  use  of  an  anaesthetic,  and  predisposed  to  hemorrhage  from 
uterine  inertias;  (2)  an  assistant  was  necessary;  (3)  the  amount 
of  unavoidable  injury  to  the  genital  tract  was  considerable. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Jaggard  said :  In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  in- 
evitable abortion,  when  the  ovum  was  expelled  in  an  intact  or 
mutilated  condition,  and  the  desidua  or  portions  of  the  foetal 
membranes  remained  within  the  uterine  cavity,  it  was  necessary 
to  regard  the  natural  history  of  the  condition,  which  had  been 
appropriately  termed  by  Breslau  "incomplete  abortion."  Its 
terminations  were,  briefly,  as  follows:  (i.)  Spontaneous  elimi- 
nation of  the  retained  portions,  as  the  result  of  retrograde  meta- 
morphoses, accompanied  by  intermittent  hemorrhages  and  uterine 
contractions.  (2.)  Sometimes,  although  seldom,  the  hemor- 
rhage ceased  entirely,  and  the  patient  was  apparently  well,  but, 
after  an  interval  varying  from  a  few  days  to  weeks  or  months, 
pain  and  hemorrhage  suddenly  came  on,  and  the  mass  was  ex- 
pelled. This  retention,  with  a  long  interval  of  rest,  was 
noticed  when  the  placental  or  decidual  attachments  were  intact. 
(3.)  More  frequently  the  retained  decidua  or  placenta  under- 
went suppurative  or  ichorous  changes,  and  there  was  danger  of 
systemic  infection,  in  spite  of  the  thrombosis  of  the  uterine 
sinuses  and  the  proliferative  change  in  the  iitt?rine  mucosa. 
(4.)  The  retained  mass  became  converted  into  placental  or 
fibrinous  polypi,  always  requiring  operative  interference. 

Each  of  these  four  terminations  involved  danger  to  the  mother. 
Their  natural  history  (for  the  elucidation  of  which  Spicp^elberg 
was  entitled  to  special  recognition)  made  in  favor  of  the  so- 
called  radical  treatment,  evacuation  of  the  uterus  at  the  earliest 
possible  period.  The  plan  recommended  by  Dr.  Mund^,  in  the 
American  yournal  of  Obstetrics  for  Feb.,  1883,  was  worthy 
of  high  commendation.  The  use  of  one  finger  within  the  uterus 
and  one  hand  placed  over  the  fundus  was  preferable  to  that  of 
instruments  when  it  was  equally  effective.  The  subsequent 
treatment  was  of  extreme  importance.  Whenever  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  was  invaded  by  the  finger,  or  any  instrument,  it  should 
be  irrigated  with  some  antiseptic  solution. 
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Dr.  William  H.  Byford  said  that  the  treatment  must  be  gov- 
erned by  a  consideration  of  the  individual  case.  In  any  case 
the  patient  must  be  carefully  watched.  He  had  never  seen  the 
hemorrhage  of  abortion  prove  immediately  fatal;  the  acute 
anaemia,  however,  might  induce  a  condition  that  would  render 
the  woman  more  susceptible  to  sepsis  or  any  intercurrent  disease. 
He  feared  sepsis  and  metro-peritonitis  more  than  hemorrhage. 
He  was  conservative  as  to  operative  interference,  and  would  let 
Nature  do  what  she  could,  interfering  only  in  case  of  her  failure. 
The  finger  was  preferable  to  any  instrument,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  insist  upon  the  removal  of  the  placenta  or  the  mem- 
branes with  mathematical  accuracy;  if  the  placenta  was  grasped 
by  an  irregularly  contracted  uterus,  the  free  portion  might  be 
cut  off,  and  the  rest  allowed  to  remain.  If  two-thirds  of  the 
placenta  were  removed,  and  the  uterus  was  well  contracted,  the 
patient  was  to  be  considered  in  a  safe  condition.  In  the  event 
of  sepsis,  the  whole  intra-uterine  mass  should  be  removed. 

Dr.  John  Baitlett  said:  When  abortion  was  inevitable,  two 
conditions  were  requisite  to  justify  interference,  (i.)  Dilatation 
of  the  canal  of  the  cervix  to  the  extent  necessary  for  the  passage 
of  two  fingers.  (2.)  More  or  less  complete  separation  of  the 
decidua  from  the  uterine  surface.  Until  these  conditions  were 
present,  the  vagina  ought  not  to  be  tamponed.  He  had  seen 
two  cases  of  retention  of  the  placenta — ^for  three  months  in  one 
and  four  months  in  the  other — without  symptoms. — iV.  Tl  Med, 
yournal. 

Diabetes. 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  adds  four  more  cases  of  diabetes  to  the 
fifty-four  reported  to  the  American  Medical  Association.  The 
patients  were  placed  on  strict  anti-diabetic  diet,  and  Clemen's 
solution  of  arsenite  of  bromine,  beginning  with  three  drops,  in- 
creased to  five,  was  also  given.  Of  these  four  cases,  thr.ee  were 
permanently  relieved.  In  conclusion,  he  adds:  '*  Diabetes  has 
become  to-day  a  disease  easily  and  certainly  curable,  provided 
that  the  treatment  be  not  beg^n  too  late." 

The  following  is  his  diet  table : 

Breakfast — Oysters   stewed,  without  milk  or  flour;    clams 
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stewed,  without  milk  or  flour.  Beefsteak,  beefsteak  with  fried 
onions,  broiled  chicken,  mutton  or  lamb  chops ;  kidneys,  broiled^ 
stewed,  or  deviled ;  tripe,  pigs'  feet,  game,  ham,  bacon,  deviled 
turkey  or  chicken,  sausage,  corn-beef  hash  without  potato,, 
minced  beef,  turkey,  chicken,  or  game,  with  poached  eggs. 

All  kinds  of  fish,  fish-roe,  fish-balls,  without  potato. 

Eggs  cooked  in  any  way  except  with  flour  or  sugar,  scrambled 
eggs  with  chipped  smoked  beef,  pickled  salt  cod-fish  with  eggs, 
omelets,  plain,  or  with  hams ;  with  smoked  beef,  kidneys,  aspar- 
agus points,  fine  herbs,  parsley,  trufHes  or  mushrooms. 

Radishes,  cucumbers,  water-cresses,  butter,  pot-cheese. 

Tea  or  coffee,  with  a  little  cream  and  no  sugar.  (Glycerine 
may  be  used  instead  of  sugar  if  desired.) 

Light  red  wine,  for  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  wine 
for  breakfast. 

Lunch  or  Tea — Oysters  or  clams,  cooked  in  any  way  except 
with  flour  or  milk ;  chicken,  lobster  or  any  kind  of  salad  except 
potato;  fish  of  all  kinds,  chops,  steaks,  ham,  tongue,  eggs, 
crabs,  or  any  kind  of  meat,  head-cheese. 

Red  wine,  dry  sherry,  or  Bass'  ale. 

DiNKEK — Raw  oysters,  raw  clams. 

Soups — Consomme  of  beef,  of  veal,  of  chicken,  or  of  turtle ; 
consomme  with  asparagus  points;  consomme  with  okra;  oxtail, 
turtle,  terrapin,  oyster  or  clam,  without  flour  or  milk;  chowder, 
without  milk  or  potatoes;  mock  turtle,  mullagatawny,  tomato^ 
gwmho  Jilet. 

F'ish^  etc.  — All  kinds  of  fish,  lobsters,  oysters,  clams,  terra- 
pin, shrimps,  craw-fish,  hard-shell  crabs,  soft-shell  crabs.  (No 
sauces  containing  flour  or  milk.) 

Relishes — Pickles,  radishes,  celery,  sardines,  anchovies,  olives. 

Meats — All  kinds  of  meat,  cooked  in  any  way  except  with 
flour ;  all  kinds  of  poultry,  without  dressings  containing  bread 
or  flour;  calf's  head,  kidneys,  sweet-breads,  lamb-fries,  ham, 
tongue;  all  kinds  of  game,  veal,  fowl,  sweet-breads,  etc.,  with 
currie,  but  not  thickened  with  flour.     {No  liver.) 

Vegetables  —  Truffles,  lettuce,  romaine,  chicory,  endive, 
cucumbers,  spinach,  sorrel,  beet-tops,  cauliflower,  cabbage, 
Brussels-sprouts,   dandelions,  tomatoes,  radishes,  oyster-plant, 
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celery,  onions,  string  -  beans,  water -cresses,  asparagus,  arti' 
ckauts^  Jerusalem  artichokes,  parsley,  mushrooms,  all  kinds  of 
herbs. 

Substitutes  for  Sweets — Peaches  preserved  in  brandy  without 
sugar,  wine  jelly  without  sugar,  gelee  au  kirsch  without  sugar, 
omelette  au  rhum  without  sugar,  omelette  a  la  vanille  without 
sugar,  gelee  au  rhum  without  sugar,  gelee  au  cafe  without 
sugar. 

Miscellaneous — Butter,  cheese  of  all  kinds ;  eggs  cooked  in 
all  ways,  except  with  flour  or  sugar ;  sauces  without  sugar,  milk 
or  flour. 

Almonds,  hazel-nuts,  walnuts,  cocoanuts. 

Tea  or  coffee,  with  a  little  cream  and  without  sugar.  (Glycer- 
ine may  be  used  instead  of  sugar,  if  desired.) 

Moderately  palatable  ice-creams  and  wine-jellies  may  be  made, 
sweetened  with  pure  glycerine ;  but  although  these  may  be  quite 
satisfactory  for  a  time,  they  soon  become  distasteful. —  Columbus 
Med,  your. 


A  Hew  Mode  of  Usiiig  an  Old  Eemedy— Chloroform  Water. 

Saturated  chloroform  water  is  not  only  an  excellent  and  handy 
excipient  for  many  medicines,  but  it  possesses  also  valuable  an- 
algesic properties.  It  is  a  stable  preparation,  and  the  savor  is 
especially  agreeable,  sweetish,  and,  when  diluted  one-half,  de- 
void of  all  piquancy  and  acridity ;  it  makes  a  good  combination 
with  nearly  all  medicines  which  it  is  desirable  to  administer  in  a 
liquid  menstruum,  disguising  the  insipid  or  unpleasant  taste  of 
many  of  them ;  it  markedly  enhances  the  sedative  and  anodyne 
properties  of  analgesic  and  narcotic  remedies.  Las^gue  espe- 
cially recommends  chloroform  water  as  a  suitable  vehicle  for  the 
administration  of  morphine,  in  union  with  which  it  forms  one  of 
the  best  palliative  coufi^h  medicines,  as  is  generally  acknowl- 
edged, in  advanced  phthisis.  Probably  no  better  excipient  for 
the  salts  of  iron  can  be  found. 

The  mode  of  preparation  is  very  simple.  Into  a  flask  two- 
thirds  full  of  pure  water  pour  an  excess  of  chloroform;  agi- 
tate well  the  mixture  several  times  for  the  space  of  an  hour,  and 
allow  the  chloroform  to  deposit  itself  on  the  bottom  of  the  flask. 
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Decant  or  syphon  off  the  clear  supernatant  liquid.  The  solution 
should  be  perfectly  transparent,  containing  a  little  less  than  one 
per  cent,  of  chloroform.  For  internal  administration  it  is  gen- 
erally desirable  to  dilute  this  saturated  solution  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  water,  the  dose  of  the  dilute  aqua  chloroformi  being 
about  a  dessertspoonful. 

Las^gue  has  shown  the  unreliability  of  alcohol  as  a  solvent  for 
chloroform,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  a  good  preparation  of 
chlorororm  water  from  the  officinal  spirit  solutions.  Nor  are  the 
emulsions  free  from  a  certain  irritant  effect  and  even  causticity, 
felt  for  some  time  in  the  stomach  after  the  ingestion,  sometimes 
manifesting  itself  as  acute  pain. 

Among  the  therapeutic  advantages'of  chloroform  water  is  one 
on  which  Las^gue  and  Beurmann  much  insist,  namely  its  use  as 
an  analgesic  in  painful  stomach  affections,  whether  these  pro- 
ceed from  indigestion  or  from  organic  disease.  In  the  pains  of 
indigestion  it  is  almost  without  a  rival,  speedily  mitigating  the 
functional  distress  by  its  marvelous  topical  sedative  action.  In 
the  painful  intestinal  disorder  often  accompanying  the  comple- 
tion of  digestion  it  is  of  no  utility.  Beurmann  has  had  favor- 
able experience  with  its  employment  in  allaying  the  acute  suffer 
ing  and  nausea,  which  attend  dilatation  of  the  stomach,  espe- 
cially during  the  digestion  of  food.  He  also  strongly  recom- 
mends it  in  cases  of  gastralgia,  and  here  he  is  seconded  by 
Dujardin- Beaumetz,  who  introduces  the  diluted  chloroform 
water  by  the  stomach-tube,  performing  •' lavage"  with  the  solu- 
tion, his  formula  being  two  teaspoonfuls  of  saturated  aqua  chlo- 
roformi to  the  quart  of  liquid.  This  preparation  he  regards  as 
both  calmative  and  antiseptic,  and  the  washing  process  is,  above 
all,  indicated  in  gastric  dilatation.  Las^gue  also  finds  advan- 
tage from  chloroform  water  in  the  pains  and  nausea  which  ac- 
company cancer  of  the  stomach. 

From  the  list  of  formulae  given  by  Beurmann  we  select  the 
following : 

B.  Sat.  chloroform  water,  13  parts,  peppermint  water,  3 
parts;  water,  12  parts.  M.  Dose,  a  teaspbonful  for  a  calmative 
stomach  potion.  Good  in  nervous  vomiting  and  vomiting  of 
pregnancy. 
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B.  Saturated  chloroform  water,  3  parts ;  syrup  of  orange,  5 
parts;  solution  of  morph.  sulph.,  i  part.  M.  Dose,  one  or  two 
teaspoonfuls.  The  above  is  a  useful  form  for  the  administration 
of  morphine. 

R.  Hydrate  of  chloral,  i  part;  syrup  aurantii  cort.,  25  parts; 
sat.  chloroform  water,  50  parts.  M.  Dose,  a  tablespoonful. 
The  acrid  taste  of  chloroform  is  much  modified  when  adminis- 
tered as  above. 

R.  Sat.  chloroform  water,  peppermint  water,  aa  50  parts ; 
syrup  of  poppies,  30  parts ;  bromide  of  potassium,  i  part.  M, 
This  preparation,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  is  exceedingly  valuable 
in  the  therapeutics  of  infancy. 

The  following  is  called  by  Dr.  Beurmann  the  "  salicylate 
potion":  R.  Salicylate  of  sodium,  8  parts;  syrup,  30  parts; 
peppermint  water,  20  parts ;  dilute  chloroform  water,  100  parts. 

The  disagreeable  taste  of  salicylate  of  sodium  is  almost  com- 
pletely disguised  in  this  mixture. 

The  above  formula  are  examples  of  the  therapeutic  range  of 
this  medicament.  They  can  be  varied  at  pleasure  by  the  prac- 
titioner to  meet  special  indications. — Boston  Med,  aud  Surg* 
Journal. 

Osmic  Aoid  in  Sciatica. 

The  success  which  has  in  some  instances  attended  the  treat- 
ment of  sciatica  by  parenchymatous  injections  of  chloroform 
^nd  of  ether  has  led  Mr.  Merces  to  try  similar  injections  of 
osmic  acid,  with  results  which  are  described  by  him,  in  the  Lon- 
don Lancet^  as  "  simply  marvellous."  He  uses  a  one  per  cent, 
solution  of  the  acid,  and  carrying  the  needle  deeply  into  the  in- 
tegument, along  the  course  of  the  nerve,  he  injects  from  3  to  5 
drops  "  about  midway  between  the  major  trochanter  and  the 
tuber  ischii.  A  slight  numbness  follows  the  injection."  Relief 
was  given  in  sixty-six  per  cent,  of  the  cases  treated.  Osmic 
acid,  osmium  tetroxide,  or  osmic  anhydride,  is  found  in  com- 
merce in  the  shape  of  colorless,  transparent  crystals,  which  melt 
at  about  100°  F.  Being  volatile,  highly  poisonous,  and  having 
an  intolerably  pungent,  foetid  odor,  it  is  put  up  in  sealed  glass 
tubes,  each  holding  about  15^  grains  of  the  crystals.     It  is  used 
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in  microscopy  as  a  stain  for  differentiating  protoplasmic  and 
fatty  matters,  turning  the  first  a  dark  gray,  and  the  latter  black. 
In  making  the  solution  it  should  be  handled  with  great  care. 
The  plan  adopted  by  me  is  to  put  the  tube,  thoroughly  cleaned 
externally,  into  a  strong  bottle  containing  the  requisite  amount 
of  water  (for  a  one  per  cent,  solution,  1,543  grains),  and  cork 
the  bottle.  A  slight  blow  or  agitation  of  the  bottle  breaks  the 
tube,  and  the  acid  being  thus  brought  into  contact  with  the 
water  is  dissolved  without  having  a  chance  to  give  off  a  particle 
of  odor.  The  broken  glass  falls  to  the  bottom,  out  of  the  way. 
The  solution  should  be  kept  well  corked  or  stoppered,  and  away 
from  the  light. — National  Druggist. 


Twins  Born  Four  Days  Apart. 

Dr.  James  Douglas,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  writes:  "A  very 
unusual  occurrence  in  the  birth  of  twins  has  happened  lately  in 
my  practice,  one  of  the  twins,  a  girl,  being  born  at  half-past 
nine  on  Friday  night,  January  2,  1885  (breech  presentation), 
and  the  other,  a  boy,  on  the  following  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
twenty  minutes  to  three  (head  presentation),  a  difference  of 
three  days,  seventeen  hours  and  ten  minutes.  They  are  eight 
months  children,  the  girl  weighing  four  and  one  half  pounds, 
the  boy  six  pounds.  There  was  only  one  placenta.  The  mother 
is  a  healthy  young  woman  twenty-two  years  of  age." — Medical 
Record^  Feb.  14,  1885. 


Labor  in  a  Oirl  aged  Eleven  Tears  and  Hine  Months. 

February  2,  1882,  Dr.  T.  H.  Stallcup  delivered  a  g^irl  only 
eleven  years  and  nine  months  old  of  a  child  that  was  asphyxi- 
ated when  born,  but  was  revived  by  the  use  of  tepid  baths, 
blowing  in  the  mouth,  etc.  The  child,  a  girl,  weighed  little  less 
than  seven  pounds.  She  only  lived  a  few  hours.  There  was  a 
bruise  upon  the  side  of  the  head  and  face,  which  it  was  claimed 
was  caused  by  the  mother's  slipping  off  a  gallery  which  was 
frozen  over,  and  striking  her  side  upon  the  ends  of  the  planks. 
The  young  mother  recovered.  Dr.  Stallcup  reported  the  case 
-at  the  1884  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Society. — 
Weekly  Med.  Review. 


EDITORIAL. 


Our  Oiftixigiiished  Patient— Oeneral  Grant. 

General  Grant  is  a  good  man,  in  his  place,  but  he  is  just  as 
liable  to  be  humbugged  in  matters  of  a  medical  character  as  other 
American  people.     For  weeks  past  his   attending  physicians 
have  had  the  people,  all  over  this  country,  held  in  painful  sus- 
pense over  the  General's  condition,  and  the  morning  papers  have 
been   eagerly  sought   and   obituary  notices  hastily  looked  for. 
But  General  Grant  still  lives,  and,  as  we  have  all  along  thought, 
he  is  very  likely  to  live  for  some  time  to  come  yet.     We  only 
hope  he   may  completely  recover  and  live  to  ^ee  and  realize 
that  medical  men   are   fallible  beings,  and  that  even  his  very 
pretentious  attending  physicians  do  not  know  everything.     Hon- 
estly, we  doubt  very  much  whether  they  know  what  ails  Gen- 
eral Grant  or  not.     It  is  very  evident  that  they  have  been  won- 
derfully mistaken   in    prognosis,  one   of   the  biggest   cards  in 
regular  humbuggery.     Why  don't  these  prominent  physicians  of 
such  an  important  case,  in  the  most  popular  man  in  the  world, 
tell  us  what  they  are  doing  for  their  patient  ?     They  talk  about  a 
cancer,  a  fatal  malady,  and  how  General  Grant  behaves,  and 
the  papers  tell  about  the  fine  carriages  the  physicians  ride  in, 
and  how  they  are  attended  by  liveried  servants,  etc.,  but  the  de- 
tails of  the  treatment  are  not  published.     The  attendants  must 
be  either  ashamed  to  publish  their  treatment,  or  else  they  are 
employing  some  proprietary  cancer  remedy  that  they  expect  to 
make  capital  of.     How  is   this  ?     Why,  it  is  just  as  likely  that 
General  Grant  will  be  cured  of  some  benign  disease  having  the 
appearance  of  cancer,  by  the  employment  of  some  quack  nos- 
trum by  these  men,  as  for  President  Garfield's  principal  medical 
man  to  be  the  chief  of  cundurango  fame.     Certainly,  and  no- 
body need  whine  or  complain,  for  there  is  no  accounting  for  the 
tricks  of  the  profession. 
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Here  comes  Dr.  Shrady,  under  date  of  April  i8th,  in  the 
Medical  Record^  and  hear  what  he  says : 

"  General  Grant* s  Condition. — During  the  past  week  Gen- 
eral Grant  has  suffered  considerable  irritation  about  his  throat, 
and  the  secretion  of  mucus  has,  for  the  time  being,  been  in- 
creased. On  two  or  three  occasions  he  has  had  attacks  of  chok- 
ing, which  depended  as  much  on  reflex  spasm  as  upon  the 
temporary  accumulation  of  phlegm  in  the  larynx.  At  no  time 
has  he  been  in  imminent  danger  of  suffocation.  The  local  dis- 
ease has  made  no  progress,  except  to  a  slight  extent  along  the 
free  border  of  the  right  side  of  the  velum.  The  sloughy  exu- 
dation in  the  vault  of  the  pharynx  is  beginning  to  disintegrate, 
and  portions  have  been  discharged,  exposing  a  characteristic 
fungoid  granular  surface  underneath.  The  chances  of  the  mass, 
in  its  separation  from  the  throat  surface,  temporarily  obstructing 
the  larynx,  have  thus  been  removed.  In  consequence  of  this 
change  also  the  local  condition  has  greatly  improved. 

**  The  glandular  swelling  has  not  perceptibly  increased,  al- 
though the  surrounding  inflammatory  changes  give  rise  from 
time  to  time  to  pain  on  pressure.  The  pain  of  swallowing  is 
not  so  g^eat,  but  the  difficulty  in  deglutition  is  sometimes  quite 
marked,  owing  to  the  loss  of  tissue  in  the  velum.  The  granular 
infiltrated  condition  of  the  palatal  curtain  still  exists,  and,  by  the 
extension  of  the  irritation  of  its  presence,  the  neighboring  tissues 
temporarily  become  more  or  less  oedematous,  explaining  the 
reason  for  a  hemming  cough  with  which  the  distinguished 
patient  is  often  very  much  annoyed. 

"  His  general  condition  is  very  much  improved.  His  food, 
which  is  of  the  most  nourishing  kind,  is  well  assimilated,  and  his 
bodily  vigor  has  of  late  been  but  little  impaired,  considering  the 
number  of  recent  drawbacks  he  has  experienced. 

"The  smallest  amount  of  morphine  is  given  consistent  with 
overcoming  pain  and  inducing  needful  sleep.  During  the  past 
few  days  but  six  minims  of  Magendie's  solution  have  been  in- 
jected hypodermically  in  the  twenty-four  hours." 

Now,  is  there  anything  very  satisfactory  about  this,  in  the  way 
of  medical  treatment?  And  remember,  this  appears  in  a  medi- 
cal journal,  a  paper  to  be  read  and  studied  by  physicians. 
What  for?  To  learn  how  to  cure  General  Grant's  cancer?  Not 
much.  Why  not  ?  Because  there  is  no  information  of  that  kind 
in  this  paper,  and  of  all  medical  journals  in  the  world  this  is  the 
very  one  in  which  such  practical  information  should  appear,  for 
Dr.  Shrady  is  the  editor  himself. 
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The  four  physicians  in  attendance  are  Fordyce  Barker,  J.  H» 
Douglass,  Geo.  P.  Shrady,  and  Henry  B.  Sands.  Douglass  and 
Shrady  have  been  the  constant  attendants ;  Barker  and  Sands 
only  call  in  consultation. 

A  few  things  are  evident  to  our  minds,  and  we  shall  await 
results  for  their  confirmation  or  refutation :  If  General  Grant  i& 
really  suffering  from  a  malignant  disease,  as  his  physicians  have 
stated,  then  he  will  die  most  certainly,  for  the  prognosis  has 
gone  forth.  But  if  he  dies,  nobody  will  know  whether  it  was  a 
malignant  disease  that  killed  him,  or  the  application  of  drugs 
strenuously  applied  for  the  relief  of  a  supposed  malignant  dis- 
ease. On  the  other  hand,  if  General  Grant  gets  well,  then  the 
attendant  physicians  were  mistaken  in  two  things  at  least — the 
real  nature  of  his  disease,  and  the  manner  of  termination.  And 
if  he  recovers,  we  venture  to  say  that  the  medical  world  will  never 
know  what  cured  him,  no  more  than  we  now  know  how  the  case 
is  being  managed,  or  what  remedies  are  being  applied,  cundu- 
rango,  or  what.  We  enter  our  earnest  protest  against  all  such 
practice,  for  the  profession,  at  least,  has  a  right  to  know  all 
that  is  possible  to  be  known  about  this  clinic,  and  the  means- 
used  in  attempting  to  afford  relief  and  cure.  But  the  interesting^ 
point  in  the  case  is  the  final  recovery  of  the  patient,  for  which 
we  earnestly  hope. 


Eclectic  Physicians  of 

We  have  quite  a  number  of  Missouri  Eclectics  on  our  regular 
subscription  list,  but  we  want  all  of  them,  and  we  send  this  issue 
of  the  Journal  to  every  Eclectic  in  the  State  whose  address  is- 
known  to  us.  A  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  society 
is  found  in  this  issue,  which  may  interest  you.  You  can  see  who* 
the  officers  of  the  society  are,  where  they  are  located,  etc.  And 
we  should  like  very  much  to  see  the  names  of  all  the  Eclectics- 
in  the  State  enrolled  on  the  books  of  the  society  as  regular  mem- 
bers. It  costs  but  two  dollars  to  become  a  member,  and  one 
dollar  a  year  afterward  to  keep  up  the  running  expenses. 

Of  course  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  every  member  attend 
the  State  meetings  and  participate  in  the  proceedings,  but  their 
names  and  dues  are  better  than  nothing,  and  if  every  Eclectic  ia 
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the  State  would  only  unite  with  the  society  v^e  could  make  one 
of  the  most  respectable  showings  in  the  United  States.  We 
have  the  material  among  us,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  proper 
action.  It  should  be  remembered  that  our  Eclectic  Medical 
Society,  organized  and  chartered  as  it  is,  forms  the  basis  for  our 
standing  as  a  distinct  school  of  medicine,  and  whenever  we 
abandon  this,  then  we  have  no  legal  claims  upon  the  State  for 
anything.  As  individuals,  the  members  of  no  school  of  medi- 
cine could  possibly  do  better  than  our  practitioners  are  doing, 
but  as  a  societ}'  we  might  do  very  much  better.  In  order  to 
stimulate  those  who  are  not  already  members  of  the  society  to 
unite  with  us,  I  will  ^personally  offer  this  inducement:  I  will  send 
the  American  Medical  Journal  free^  for  the  remainder  of 
this  year,  to  all  who  will  send  me  their  names,  inclosing  $2.00, 
to  apply  upon  their  initiation  and  dues  in  the  State  society. 
Will  return  them  certificate  of  membership  signed  by  the  officers 
of  the  society,  and  mail  the  Journal  to  them  prepaid.  We 
think  that  this  may  possibly  start  somebody,  and  when  once 
started  as  membens  of  the  society  we  hope  to  keep  them  in- 
terested. Let  us  hear  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  least.  We 
want  and  really  need  a  strong  organization   in  Missouri. 


i^— 


'*What  is  an  Eclectic  t** 

Dr.  John  J.  Mulheron,  the  lively  editor  of  The  Medical  Age^ 
seeks  to  perpetuate  a  joke  in  his  answer  to  the  above  question. 

He  says :  '?  This  question  has  been  frequently  asked,  but  has 
never  received  a  definite  answer," 

To  this  we  might  retaliate  by  asking,  What  is  a  regular?  The 
same  answer  might  be  made :  this  question  has  never  received  a 
definite  answer.  The  difference  in  fact  is,  that  the  word  eclectic 
is  definite  in  its  meaning,  but  none  can  define  and  give  any  dis- 
tinctive sense  to  the  word  regular.  But,  says  the  editor  of  the 
Age^  "  it  was  at  one  time  supposed  that  eclecticism,  as  a  special 
system  of  medical  practice,  differed  from  regular  medicine  sim- 
ply in  the  fact  that  it  discarded  minerals  and  especially  mercury." 

The  battle  between  these  two  schools  was  once  on  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  mercury  and  blood-letting.  It  was  then  the 
custom  of  the  so-called  "regulars"  to  give  mercury  to  saliva- 
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tion — to  eat  out  the  teeth,  cheeks  and  jaw8  with  the  hope  of 
eating  out  disease — ^ ^firing  out  the  devil ;  "  and  to  bleed  to  the 
lowest  weakness.  This  battle  has  been  fought  and  the  banner  of 
victory  is  resting  on  the  side  of  the  eclectics.  Now  they  have 
left  this  post  and  pushed  out  their  forces  to  other  points ;  so  that 
if  there  is  any  change  of  base  it  is  due  to  the  retreat  of  regu- 
larism.  It,  requires  no  great  discernment  to  see  that  the  path  of 
regular  medicine  has  had  so  many  ^^  ups  tfnd  downs  "  that  it 
has  become  very  irregular. 

Again,  the  wily  editor  says:  "  The  eclectic  of  to-day  claims 
a  as  his  right  to  prescribe  just  what  he  pleases^  and  thus  places 
himself  on  the  same  footing  as  the  regulars."  Now  it  becomes 
evident  that  Dr.  M.  knows  just  what  we  mean  by  the  word 
eclectic.  ^^  The  eclectic  of  to-day  claims  it  as  his  right  to  pre- 
scribe just  what  he  pleases."  That  is  just  it  exactly.  What  is 
an  eclectic?  One  who  prescribes  just  what  he  pleases.  In 
other  words,  an  eclectic  is  one  who  selects  intelligibly  for  himself. 

Here  lies  the  joke.  Because  the  eclectic  claims  it  as  his  right 
to  prescribe  as  he  pleases  he  ^^  places  himself  on  the  same  foot" 
ing  as  the  regular  J**  Since  when  did  the  regulars  get  to  doing 
things  in  this  way  ?  Now  suppose  we  ask,  What  is  a  good  regu« 
lar?  The  answer  is,  One  who  swears  by  ^e  code,  and  damns 
the  man  who  doesn't.  No  one  vy^ould  think  of  answering  this 
question  by  saying  '*  One  who  prescribes  as  he  pleases."  Thus 
a  good  regular  may  be  a  very  poA:  doctor,  but  a  good  eclectic 
must  necessarily  be  a  good  physician. 

The  editor  further  states,  that  ^'  we  have  interrogated  a  num- 
ber of  practitioners  of  this  school,  but  have  never  succeeded  in 
discovering  any  reason,  outside  of  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
question  of  ethics,  why  tliey  assume  this  distinctive  name.'^ 
Well,  this  is  difference  enough.  Eclectics  object  to  subscribing 
to  the  dogmas  of  the  code ;  they  desire  to  be  free  to  choose  for 
themselves. 

In  speaking  of  the  liberty  of  eclectics  Dr.  M.  says:  ^*  If 
Nature  has  made  him  a  gentleman,  his  conduct  towards  them 
(his  fellow  practitioners)  is  not  open  to  criticism ;  and  if  Nature 
has  happened  to  be  faulty  in  her  work,  he  is  to  that  degree  un- 
fair in  his  dealings."     Now  the  above  is  pretty  good,  and  Dr. 
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M.  has  certainly  shown  a  spirit  of  fairness  in  some  of  his  state- 
ments. By  the  way,  Dr.  M.,  is  your  code  a  specific  for  that 
class  who  are  not  gentlemen,  and  for  those  with  whom  Nature 
has  been  faulty?  Will  the  code  correct  such  deformities.^  If  it 
will,  it  shall  have  a  place  in  our  hearts.  Some  men  are  mere 
machines,  they  run  automatically.  The  code  will  do  for  that 
class ;  but  no  eclectic  can  be  an  automaton,  and  be  run  as  others 
run  him.  Y. 


€ompre88ed  Tablets. 

John  Wyeth  &  Bro.  were  pioneers  in  the  introduction  of  fine 
tablets  for  hypodermatic  use,  and  are  now  introducing  medicines 
of  various  kinds  in  the  form  of  pleasant  soluble  tablets  to  be 
taken  by  the  mouth.  They  are  also  preparing  soluble  antiseptic 
tablets. 

The  advantages  of  all  these  tablets  are  these :  They  are  very 
portable,  and  the  dose  is  always  certain,  an  exact  quantity  being 
•contained  in  each  tablet.     They  give  entire  satisfaction. 


The  Transactions  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

Vol.  XII.  of  the  Transactions  of  the  National  for  1884  and 
1885  is  now  through  the  press,  bound,  and  before  us.  This  vol- 
xime,  in  every  respect,  is  a  creditable  one,  and  speaks  well,  both 
for  its  editor,  Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D.,  and  the  members  of 
the  Association  who  have  contributed  to  its  pages.  The  frontis- 
piece of  the  volume — President  Edwin  Younkin,  M.  D. — is  an 
exact  picture  of  him  who  presided  over  the  last  annual  meeting. 
The  book  comprises  557  pages,  and  is  replete  with  the  best 
thoughts  of  our  best  men  that  are  in  the  rank  and  file  of  Eclec- 
ticism. The  Section  work  has  contributed  great  variety  to  the 
reading  matter,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  every  practitioner  of 
Eclectic  medicine.  The  volumes  are  distributed  gratuitously 
onlv  to  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  are  well  worth  the 
annual  dues  that  are  paid  into  the  treasury.  Some  provision 
should  be  made  whereby  every  physician  outside  of  the  Associa- 
tion could  obtain  a  volume,  and  if  it  was  more  fully  known  and 
appreciated  many  more  would  become  identified  with  this 
National  Association,   if  for  nothing  more  than  to  get  posses- 
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sion  of  its  published  transactions.  Each  year  there  is  a  visible 
improvement  made  in  the  literary  part — the  ability  displayed, 
an* I  in  the  general  make-up  of  these  Transactions.  We  believe 
that  the  improvement  is  seen  also  in  the  earnestness  displayed  at 
each  annual  meeting  among  its  members.  Let  the  good  work 
go  on.  The  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  will  be 
held  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  the  17th,  i8th  and  19th  of  June 
next. 


Dr.  W.  H.  Hale  and  His  Black-mailing  Scheme. 

W.  H.  Hale  is  the  editor  and  publisher  of  a  paper  called 
Health  and  Home^  and  some  time  ago  we  were  induced  to  ad- 
vertise our  college  in  Dr.  Hale's  paper.  A  friend  cautioned  us 
about  using  this  paper  for  advertising  our  college,  stating  that  it 
was  managed  by  a  disreputable  man,  and  that  no  good  could 
possibly  come  from  this  influence.  We  had  already  found  that 
the  advertisement  did  not  pay  us,  so  we  paid  up  and  ordered  the 
advertisement  stopped.  This  displeased  Dr.  Hale,  and  he  at 
once  commenced  a  tirade  of  abuse  upon  us,  accusing  us  of  un- 
faithfuli^ss  in  the  cause  of  Eclecticism,  etc.  In  the  October, 
1884,  issue  of  our  journal  we  replied  to  Dr.  Hale,  explaining 
to  our  readers  why  we  could  not  afford  to  patronize  his  paper. 
We  stated  how  Dr.  Hale  had  been  arrested  at  Wheeling,  To- 
ledo and  Cleveland  for  the  character  of  his  publications  and  the 
substance  of  lectures  delivered.  We  also  warned  other  Eclec- 
tics against  Dr.  Hale  and  his  paper,  for  they  were  not  respect- 
able. All  this  has  provoked  this  apparently  irresponsible  and 
unscrupulous  man  to  say  all  manner  of  mean  things  against  us 
and  the  American  Medical  College,  and  when  any  of  our  readers 
happen  to  see  Dr.  Hale's  paper  they  will  understand  the  matter. 
All  his  statements  regarding  the  condition  of  the  American 
Medical  College  and  against  its  character  and  standing  are 
maliciously  false. 

We  clip  the  following  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
yournal: 

**A  rather  unusual  case  has  lately  been  submitted  to  Judge 
Hag^er,  in  the  Circuit  Court  at  Washington,  D.  C,  according 
to  the  Evening  Star.     This  was  a  suit  to  recover  from  Dr.  W. 
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H.  Hale  one  hundred  dollars  paid  him  by  a  colored  man  named 
Meredith,  under  a  guaranty  of  Hale  that  for  that  sum  he  would 
cure  Meredith's  son  of  pulmonary  consumption,  and  in  case  he 
failed  he  would  refund  the  money.  The  boy  died,  and  Mere- 
dith sued  Hale  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  obtained  judg- 
ment. The  case  was  re-opened,  and  judgment  was  given 
against  Hale  a  second  time,  and  he  appealed.  After  the  testi- 
mony of  the  parties  was  given.  Judge  Hagner  affirmed  the 
judgment  below.  He  declined  to  consider  the  defendant's  bill 
in  bar  for  attending  Meredith's  wife,  and  decided  the  case  solely 
as  to  the  original  claim.  Judge  Hagner  read  the  heading  of  Dr. 
Hall's  circular  —  ^Health  and  I/ome,  sworn  circulation  63,000* 
copies  monthly' — and  the  signed  guaranty  to  cure  the  son,  and 
said :  ^  This  guaranty  was  to  perform  an  impossibility,  to  re- 
verse a  decree  of  the  Almighty,  and  was  akin  to  gipseying  and 
voudooism,  which  says:  I  don't  want  your  money,  but  as  I 
must  touch  silver,  I  must  have  it  before  I  can  succeed.     The 

i'ustice  was  right  in  his  decision  that  the  money  should  be  paid 
»ack,  and  this  court  affirms  that  decision.'  " 

This  shows  the  character  of  Dr.  Hale  as  a  man,  and  how  he 
is  estimated  at  home ;  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  above  story  is 
true,  for  we  have  a  living  witness.  A  man  direct  from  Wash- 
ington, who  worked  for  Dr.  Hale,  came  in  our  office  and  told  us 
that  it  was  true  to  the  letter,  and  we  have  the  man's  name  in  our 
pocket  now. 

If  any  of  our  readers  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  Dr. 
Hale  and  his  paper,  they  only  have  to  read  his  paper,  and  see 
whose  cause  he  pleads  and  what  institutions  and  practices  he 
supports.  He  is  an  ally  of  such  men  as  Buchanan,  Filkins  and 
Field,  and  the  friend  of  traveling  quacks. 

Now,  we  aim  for  this  to  answer  for  a  full  and  complete  explan- 
ation of  the  relations  existing  between  Dr.  Hale  and  us,  and  we 
do  not,  in  the  future,  care  to  waste  Journal  space  with  this  sub- 
ject. No  matter  what  may  come,  we  do  not  propose  to  be  dog- 
ged into  advertising  again  in  Health  and  Home.  We  have  no 
hush  money. 


The  American  Medical  College. 

We  invite  the  special  attention  of  all  Eclectic  and  progressive 
physicians  in  the  West  and  South,  and  Northwest,  to  the  advan- 
tages of  this  school.     Students  will  find  the  teachings  thorough 
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in  every  regard,  aud  we  can  safely  say  that  more  pains  are  taken 
in  this  college  to  give  men  a  practical  knowledge  of  disease  and 
its  remedies  than  in  any  other  similar  institution  in  this  country. 
The  Professors  exert  themselves  to  give  each  student  entire  satis- 
faction upon  each  and  every  point  in  which  they  are  interested. 
Students  are  well  provided  with  pleasant  boarding  places,  the 
lecture  and  dissecting  rooms  are  kept  clean,  healthful  and  com- 
fortable, and  all  students  who  are  also  subscribers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Journal  get  all  medical  books  and  surgical 
instruments  at  20  per  cent,  discount  from  the  regular  prices, 
which  amounts  to  considerable  in  a  very  short  time.  And  Prof. 
Pitzer  gives  the  students  free  lectures  upon  electricity,  and  will, 
the  coming  session,  deliver  at  least  six  full  lectures  upon  this 
subject,  which  will  be  illustrated  by  all  the  batteries  and  elec- 
trical appliances  in  modern  use  among  specialists  and  general 
practitioners.  It  is  meant  to  make  the  course  of  lectures  in  The 
American  Medical  College,  the  coming  winter,  the  best  and 
most  instructive  course  that  has  ever  been  given  to  a  St.  Louis 
class.  All  interested  in  college  work,  and  especially  those  who 
contemplate  attending  lectures,  or  who  have  students  reading 
with  them,  are  earnestly  solicited  to  consider  and  investigate  the 
advantages  of  this  school.     Address  the  Dean — 

Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D., 
II 10  Chamber  street,  St.  Lo.uis,  Mo. 


— ♦■ 


Capsules  of  Oil  of  Wintergreen. 

Oil  of  wintergreen  is  gaining  quite  a  reputation  as  a  remedy 
in  stubborn  cases  of  rheumatism,  and  Planten  &  Son  are  putting 
it  up  in  capsules,  a  very  neat  and  efficient  method  of  administer- 
ing it. 


Medical  Books,  Batteries  and  Surgical  Instruments. 

I  will  furnish  all  students  and  graduates  of  the  American 
Medical  College,  who  are  also  regular  subscribers  of  The 
American  Medical  Journal,  with  medical  books  of  any  kind, 
batteries  and  surgical  instruments,  of  the  best  quality  in  the  mar- 
ket, at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent,  from  regular  prices.  Can- 
not send  goods  C.  O.  D.  upon  these  terms,  nor  prepay  postage 
or  express  charges.     The  cash  must  accompany  all  orders. 
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These  are  better  terms  than  students  and  graduates  of  other 
schools  are  getting,  but  we  mean  to  treat  our  patrons  well,  and 
hope  they  will  appreciate  it.  Geo.  C.  Pitzkr,  M.  D. 


Votes. 

The  new  temperance  law  in  Kansas,  which  requires  drug- 
gists to  make  monthly  reports  of  all  sales  of  liquor  on  physicians* 
prescriptions,  is  likely  to  impede  immigration,  as  it  is  the  worst 
State  in  the  Union  for  snake-bite,  and  people  do  not  like  to  risk 
it  without  the  antidote. 

The  Allopathic  Medical  Society  of  St.*  Louis  is  turned 

into  an  advertising  medium.  Join  it  and  be  loud  in  your  praises 
of  the  code,  or  put  on  exhibition  some  pathological  specimens, 
taken  from  some  dead  man,  and  your  name  will  be  heralded  in 
the  public  press  once  a  week. 

— ^A  few  days  ago,  a  certain  surgeon  caused  a  description 
of  his  operation  on  an  epithelioma  of  the  tongue  to  appear  in 
the  public  prints.  He  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  case  was 
exactly  like  that  of  Ex-President  Grant.  General  Grant  still 
lives,  but  the  death  of  the  surgeon's  victim  appeared  the  next 
day  in  small  letters. 

Our  ''regular*'  brethren  are  quite  eager  in  making  their 

exposes  of  the  ignorance  displayed  by  some  one  of  another 
«chool,  •  and  usually  it  is  presented  as  typical  of  the  general 
knowledge  of  ''  irregulars."  The  following  will  do  as  a  rebut- 
ting argument:  A  certain  practitioner,  whose  name  now  appears 
as  Professor  in  a  new  regular  Woman's  Medical  College,  was 
hastily  summoned  to  visit  a  person  taken  suddenly  ill  and  who 
died  before  the  Professor  arrived.  The  doctor,  not  observing 
the  condition  of  things,  gravely  felt  of  the  pulse,  and  turning 
suddenly  wrote  his  prescription,  gave  the  directions  and  promised 
to  return  in  a  short  time.  Taking  his  departure,  he  returned  in 
an  h6ur,  and  felt  again  of  the  pulse  and  announced  that  there 
was  slight  change  for  the  better.  A  bystander,  feeling  cha- 
grined, immediately  remarked,  **  Well,  doctor,  I  am  not  much 
of  a  judge,  but  it  is  my  opinion  the  fellow  is  dead."  The  Escu- 
lapian  gentleman  felt  a  little  hurt  at  the  bystander,  but  coincided. 
**  He  is  dead,  sure." 
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MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS. 


Snrors  in  the  Biagnosis  of  Pregnancy. 

Professor  Pajot,  in  a  clinical  lecture,  observed  that  he  wished 
to  refer  to  a  case  which  would  prove  of  gjeat  vahie  to  the  pupils, 
as  putting  them  on  their  guard  in  relation  to  faults  in  the  diag- 
nosis of  pregnancy.     Such  faults  have  been  committed  by  men 
of  the  highest  eminence,  for  if  in  ninety-five  cases  out  of  the 
hundred  diagnosis  is  quite  easy,  in  some  others  it  is  attended 
with  extraordinary  difficulty.     In  this  case,  of  recent  occurrence, 
such  a  fault  had  been  committed  by  men  in  a  high  position,  one 
of  them  enjoying  great   celebrity.      In   place   of   hesitating   to 
communicate  the  case.  Professor  Pajot  brings   it   prominently 
forward,  as  it  exhibits  the  precise  rule  which  should  be  observed 
on  these  difficult  occasions,  and  may  save  the  reputation  of  the 
practitioner  and  even  the  life  of  the  patient.     A  lady,  thirty-five 
years  of  age,  had  a  child  when  she  was  twenty,  after  a  laborious 
labor  requiring  the  forceps,   and  followed  by  a  vesico- vaginal 
fistula.     Since  then  she  had  two  labors,  both  quite  easy.     After 
the   last    of  these,    eight  years  ago,  she  suffered  greatly  from 
menorrhagia ;  but  having  five  years  since  begun  to  introduce  a 
large  sponge  into  the  vagina,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
uteres,  which  had  descended  considerably,   and  absorbing   the 
urine  from  the  vesico- vaginal   fistula,    the   menorrhagia   ceased 
and   was    succeeded    by  irregular    and    sparing    menstruation. 
Having  become  a  widow  she  re-married,  and  coition  was  always 
performed  with  the  sponge  at  the  bottom  of  the  vagina.     Last 
summer  she  consulted  Professor  Pajot  because  her  abdomen  had 
greatly  enlarged,  and  she  wished  to  know  whether  she  was  preg- 
nant.    Having  removed  the  sponge,   he  proceeded  to  examine 
her,  and  found  the  perineum  very  lax  and  easily  depressed,  a 
small   vesico-vaginal   fistula   still  existing.     The  cervix,   in  the 
erect  posture,  descended  to  within  a  few  centimetres  of  the  vulva, 
and   was  flattened,  small,   hard,  atrophied  and  colorless.     The 
orifice  was  but  slightly  developed.     The  uterus  rose  largely  out 
of  the  pelvis  and  was  very  mobile,  but  its  oscillations  were  not 
communicated  to  the  cervix.     Professor  Pajot  delayed  giving  his 
opinion   on  the  case  for  a  fortnight,  when  the  patient  declared 
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that  she  felt  the  child  move ;  but  the  foBtal  heart  could  not  be 
heard  and  the  opinion  was  s'till  withheld.  Meanwhile  an  ac- 
coucheur and  hospital  surgeon  was  consulted,  who,  after  an 
attentive  examination,  declared  that  an  ovarian  cyst  existed. 
This  alarming  >the  patient,  a  celebrated  laparotomist  was  con- 
sulted, who  stated  that  a  large  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus  existed, 
and  advised  an  operation.  Three  weeks  after  this  last  consulta- 
tion, the  patient,  having  taken  some  very  violent  purgatives, 
gave  birth  to  a  child  between  seven  and  eight  months  old,  all 
traces  of  the  tumor  disappearing.  *^  Faults  like  these  are  com- 
mitted only  because  old  counsels  which  I  have  long  since  deliv- 
ered  have  been  forgotten.  In  these  difficult  and  obscure  cases, 
I  said  there  is  a  simple  line  of  conduct  to  be  followed,  which  is 
both  useful  and  prudent,  and  never  compromises  the  health  or 
life  of  the  patient,  nor  the  reputation  of  the  practitioner.  This 
is  expectation;  we  must  know  how  to  wait.  If  there  is  some 
pressing  indication,  of  course  we  must  fulfil  it ;  for,  when  life  is 
menaced,  what  matter  is  it  about  the  pregnancy?  But,  as, a 
general  rule,  neither  the  health  nor  the  life  of  the  patient  is  in 
question.  The  woman  desires  to  know  whether  she  is  or  is  not 
pregnant.  And  as  long  as  the  problem  does  not  appear  to  be 
soluble  with  certainty  we  should  make  no  resolutions.  Let  us 
wait,  and  above  all  things  wait  without  acting,  if  nothing  creates 
an  absolute  necessity  for  action.  Time  is  the'  best  of  all  ottr 
means  of  diagnosis." — ( Presse  Mid,  Belge^  September  7,  1884; 
Med,  Times, 


Mellin's  Food. 

This  preparation  is,  in  fact,  an  excellent  attempt  to  give  the 
extractive  and  soluble  portion  of  Liebig's  food,  without  the  cel- 
lular and  indigestible  part  of  the  meal.  In  other  preparations  of 
this  class  this  was  partially  avoided,  but  not  wholly  so,  by  strain- 
ing. There  is  no  evidence  of  starch  remaining  in  this  prepara- 
tion, it  having  been  all  converted  into  grape  sugar  and  dextrine, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  prepared  from  any- 
thing but  malt  and  wheat.  As  a  food  for  delicate  infants,  there 
can  be  no  question  as  to  its  great  value. — Medical  Press  and 
Circular^  London. 


Miscellaneous  Paragraphs.  237 

The  Beleetio  Medical  Aisociation  of  Arkansas. 

Dr.  Pitzer: — Please  announce  through  the  columns  of  your 
yaluable  iournal  that  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Arkan- 
sas will  meet  in  Little  Rock,  the  third  Wednesday  in  May,  at  i 
o'clock  p.  M.  All  Eclectic  and  liberal  physicians  are  urgently  re- 
quested to  be  there  promptly,  as  business  of  importance  will  come 
before  the  Association.  Let  everyone  come  with  something  of 
interest  to  report.  From  indications  now,  we  will  have  a  good 
attendance,  and  anyone  staying  away  will  miss  quite  a  treat. 

By  calling  at  the  office  of  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  the  place 
of  meeting  can  be  as(^ertained.  J.  M.  Park,  M.  D., 

Cabot,  Ark.  Corresponding  Secretary. 


A  Drug  01erk*s  Fatal  Carelessness. 

An  acute  eye  trouble  has  afflicted  Mr.  John  J.  Keller,  of  No. 
348  Schermerhorn  street,  Brooklyn,  for  a  long  time  past,  and 
lately  he  has  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  E.  Tiegel,  of  No.  211 
East  Tenth  street,  this  city.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  phy- 
sician, who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  College  of  Strasburg, 
gave  Mr.  Keller  the  following  prescription,  telling  him  to  take  a 
teaspoonf ul  ^  certain  intervals : 

Atropia  sulphuricii  1.5  milligrams. 

Aqua  30.0  grams. 

Mg. — As  directed. 

Mr.  Keller  had  the  prescription  filled  at  Haydenreich  &  Bro.'s 
pharmacy,  at  Clinton  street  and  Atlantic  avenue,  on  his  way 
home,  and  just  before  dinner  took  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture, 
and  at  seven  o'clock,  an  hour  later,  took  another  dose.  Almost 
immediately  after  having  swallowed  the  last  Mr.  Keller  became 
unconscious,  and,  the  efforts  of  his  wife  failing  to  arouse  him, 
three  physicians  were  called  in.  They  worked  hard  at  their 
patient  until  almost  11  o'clock,  without  having  brought  him  out 
of  the  torpor  into  which  he  had  fallen,  and  at  that  time  the  un- 
fortunate gentleman  breathed  his  last. 

The  cause  of  his  death  was  a  mystery  until  the  label  on  the 
bottle  containing  the  medicine  he  had  taken  and  the  remaining 
medicine  itself  were  examined,  and  then  it  was  found  that  a  very 
large  overdose  of  atropia  had  been  mixed  in  making  up  the  pre- 


288  Miscellaneoua  Paragraphs. 

scription,  and  that  instead  of  1.5  milligrams,  150  had  been  put 
in.  Coroner  Menninger  was  notified,  and  yesterday  morning  he 
summoned  a  jury,  but  postponed  the  inquest  for  two  weeks. 
The  drug  clerk  who  filled  the  prescription  is  William  H.  Daven- 
der,  who  was  graduated  in  188 1  from  the  College  of  Pharmacy. 
He  admitted  his  mistake,  and  is  greatly  ciistressed  over  the  fatal 
result  of  his  carelessness.  No  legal  steps  will  be  taken  against 
him  until  after  the  Coroner's  inquest  has  been  held — possibly 
not  even  then.  Mr.  Keller,  who  was  over  sixty  years  old,  was  a 
well-known  commission  merchant,  who  had  an  establishment  at 
39  Beaver  Street,  this  city.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  children. 
He  was  moderately  well  off. — Exchange. 


Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Medical  Association,  held  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  J.  R.  Borland  reported  a  case  of  uterine 
hemorrhage  of  twenty-five  years'  standing,  which  was  succes- 
fully  treated  with  S.  H.  Kennedy's  Extract^  of  Pinus  Canaden- 
sis. He  also  spoke  very  highly  of  this  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  Leucorrhea. 


Obstetrics. 

On  the ,  1884,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  M ,  aet. 

25  years,  mother  of  three  children.  Previous  health  good ;  had 
never  had  any  troubles  in  her  previous  confinements. 

Found  patient  in  following  condition:  Had  been  in  labor 
twenty-four  hours,  attended  by  a  so-called  midwife ;  prolapsed 
funis,  which  had  long  since  ceased  to  pulsate;  detached  pla- 
centa; fetus  in  transverse  position,  spine  curved  upwards,  the 
head,  band  and  feet  presenting ;  the  uterus  relaxed,  contractions 
having  ceased;  hemorrhage  still  going  on;  patient  prostrated 
from  loss  of  blood. 

Seeing  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  I  at  once  removed  the  de- 
tached placenta,  and  then  brought  down  one  foot;  looped  a 
strip  of  cloth  around  the  ankle.  Found  the  other  foot  up  by  the 
side  of  the  fetal  head;  as  I  found  it  difficult  to  hold  the  foot 
up  with  the  hand,  I  took  a  pair  of  long  uterine  dressing-forceps 
and  pulled  down  the  foot,  and  delivered   by  the  feet.     I  then* 
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gave  fluid  ext.  ergot,  5ss.,  and  quinine,  g^s.  v. ;  kept  the  uterus 
knuckled  down  until  firm  contractions  had  been  established,  ap- 
plied the  abdominal  binder,  and  the  patient  made  a  good 
recovery. 

Now,  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  so-called  *'  legal  medicine." 
In  the  itiost  of  the  States  the  law  presumes  to  say  who  shall  and 
who  shall  not  practice  the  healing  art,  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
practice  of  obstetrics  the  self-constituted  midwives,  as  a  rule,  are 
exempt  from  any  examination.  This  is  certainly  a  wrong  that 
our  law-makers  have  failed  to  see.  W.  S.  Bain,  M.  D. 

Csddo  Mills,  Texas,  April  5,  1885. 


Pmritis  VuIysb. 

S.  Sodii  hyposulphitis,  S^v. ;  glycerini,  3ij. ;  aquas  destilat, 
ad.  3v].  M.  Sis, — As  lotion. — F'ox,  This  simple  combination 
has  proved  very  effective  in  that  troublesome  and  w^ry  annoying^ 
malady,  prnritis  vulvae,  and  also  in  tinea  versicolor. — iV.  £. 
Med,  Monthly, 


Topeka  Topics. 

ToPEKA,  Kan.,  March  28. — Gov.  Martin  to-day  appointed 
the  following  physicians  as  members  of  the  new  State  Board  of 
Health:  Three-year  terms — Charles  H.  Guibar,  of  Beloit, 
President  of  the  Allopathic  Society ;  A.  P.  Forster,  of  Ft.  Scott^ 
President  of  the  Homeopathic  Society ;  and  D.  Surber,  of  Perry, 
President  of  the  Eclectic  Society.  Two-year  terms — ^J.  Milton 
Welch,  of  La  Cygne,  and  D.  W.  Stormont,  of  Topeka.  One- 
year — H.  S.  Roberts,  of  Manhattan,  and  T.  A.  Wright,  of 
Americus.  The  Governor  also  commissioned  the  following 
gentlemen  to  locate  the  Industrial  Reformatory  Institute  pro- 
vided for  by  the  last  Legislature :  John  Severance,  of  Axtell ; 
John  £.  Bonebrake,  of  Abilene ;  anu'  Edward  R.  Smith.  The 
commission  is  charged  with  the  selection  of  a  site,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  the  necessary  buildings,  and  will  enter  upon  its  duties  at 
once. — Exchange, 

Married. 

At  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 
Knight,  northeast  of  Independence,  Kas.,  March  10,  1885,  Miss 
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J.  Ada  Knight,  A.  M.,  to  Geo.  M.  Terrell,  M.  D.,  of  Ohio,  Rev. 
J.  McAllister  officiating. 

Dr.  Terrell  is  a  refined  and  highly  educated  gentleman  of  rare 
professional  qualifications,  and  Miss  Knight  is  well  known  in 
educational  circles  of  the  county  and  State  as  a  thorough  scholar 
and  an  earnest  teacher. 


A  Hew  Baby. 

J.  S.  Miller,  M.  D.,  of  Correctionville,  Iowa  (class  1880), 
reports  that  on  the  evening  of  April  12th  an  eleven  and  a  half 
pound  boy  was  born  at  his  house.  He  says  he  '^ means  to  make 
a  regular  John  D.  Ashurst  out  of  him." 


FB0FE8SI0NAL  AND  BV8IlSrJS88  EXOHANQE. 


j$^  Under  thU  head  notices  for  sale  or  exchangee,  locations,  or  partnerships  wanted, 
and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  $a  a  time.  If  more  than  eight  lines, 
a5  cents  extra  for  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 

♦ 

Wanted. 

Two  well-educated  experienced  Eclectic  physicians,  of  means,  to 
locjite  in  the  city  of  St.  Lonis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  in  the  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  FITZER,  M.  D.,  St.  Lonis,  Mo. 


Medical  Books  and  Surgical  InstnunentB. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  Business.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  arid  rely  upon  getting  what 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur- 
gical Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saddle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  page  v. 

Galvanic  BatteHes  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nish the  best  in  the  market. 

Notice. — Twenty-Jive  per  cent,  discount  on  all  medical  books,  surgical 
instruments  and  batteries,  wJien  paid  in  advance  by  stn dents  and  grad 
nates  of  the  American  Medical  College,  and  who  are  also  regular  sub- 
scribers of  the  Ambrican  Mbi^igal  Journal. 

Address,  GEO.   C.  PITZER,   M.  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Journal  Bnsinets. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  #2.00  a  year,  in  advance. 
It  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW    YOUR    SUBSCRIPTION. 

Addrest  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  iiio  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo 
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AET.  XXI.— TTrticaria.— By  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

This  disease  is  known  among  the  common  people  as  nettle* 
rash.  It  is  an  exanthematous,  non-contagious  eruption  of  the 
skin,  characterized  by  prominent  spots  or  wheals,  that  are  usually 
paler  at  their  apexes  and  redder  at  their  bases  than  the  true  skin. 

The  eruption  recurs  at  intervals,  and  is  attended  by  fits  of 
burning  and  itching  that  closely  resemble  the  stinging  of  nettles. 
Urticaria  is  quite  common  in  the  season  of  the  year  from  May 
\o  September.  Its  course  may  be  either  acute  or  chronic*  and 
dermatologists  have  divided  it  into  several  species. 

I.  Urticaria  Febrilis. — This  variety  is  induced  by  the  inges- 
tion of  certain  kinds  of  food,  such  as  mushrooms,  raspberries, 
strawberries,  cucumbers,  lobsters,  mussels,  oysters,  and  fish  that 
are  dried  and  smoked. 

An  hour  or  two  after  eating  such  articles  as  above  mentioned 
a  weight  is  felt  at  the  epigastrium ;  nausea,  general  sinking  and 
giddiness  are  complained  of ;  the  skin  is  hot,  and  the  character- 
istic eruption  appears  on  the  body.  The  spots  are  commonly 
irregular  in  shape,  whitish  and  elevated.  At  the  end  of  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-six  hours,  in  the  generality  of  cases,  the  eruption 
declines,  and  leaves  but  a  faint  trace  of  its  presence.  Urticaria, 
febrilis  may  appear  at  times  without  appreciable  cause ;  some 
people  possess  a  peculiar  susceptibility  to  the  disease,  and  in- 
fants are  sometimes  affected  during  the  irritation  of  teething. 
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A  couple  of  years  ago  a  good  deal  of  excitement  was  created 
in  this  city  by  parties  being  poisoned  from  eating  a  certain  kind 
of  smoked  fish.  This  poison  does  not  affect  all  persons  alike. 
In  some  it  a^ects  the  stomach  and  bowels,  producing  nausea, 
vomiting,  griping  and  colliquative  discharges ;  with  others,  a 
certain  failure  of  the.  circulation,  collapse,  pain  in  the  muscles 
and  joints,  paralysis  of  motion  and  staring  of  the  eyes ;  with 
still  others,  the  urticose  eruption.  Hence,  the  morbid  phenom- 
ena of  fish-poison  has  been  described  by  Autenrieth  as  the  chol- 
eric, the  paralytic  and  the  eruptive. 

The  phenomena  occurring  from  the  eruptive  form  are  ushered 
in  by  a  sudden  excitation  of  the  vascular  system,  with  rushing  of 
blood  to  the  head,  the  beating  of  the  carotids,  the  eyes  red  and 
turgid.  The  patient  complains  of  headache  and  giddiness  ;  the 
eyes  roll  in  their  orbits  and  the  lids  are  spasmodically  open. 
The  face  and  arms  swell,  and  the  urticose  eruption  appears  with 
its  characteristic  symptoms.  In  some  cases  vesicles  and  bulls 
appear.  There  may  be  fever,  tightness  of  the  chest,  diffi- 
culty in  respiration,  shivering  of  the  body  and  pains  in  the 
back  and  limbs.  The  choleric  form  may  be  present,  with  pain 
in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  followed  by  griping  and  purging; 
or  the  paralytic  form  may  be  present,  with  inability  to  move, 
attended  with  cramps,  strangury  and  retention  of  urine. 

Several  cases  are  recorded  where  the  poisoning  resulted  in 
death. 

2.  When  the  eruption  is  unaccompanied  with  fever,  and  is 
produced  by  the  ingestion  of  certain  foods,  the  disease  maybe 
denominated  urticaria  ab  tngestts.  This  form  is  not  always 
accompanied  with  white,  itchy  elevations,  and  may  be  a  simple 
effloresence  having  the  color  of  scarlatina. 

3.  Urticaria  chronica  may  last  for  several  months  or  years. 
The  spots  may  be  evanescent  (urticaria  evanida),  appearing  at 
intei-vals,  sometimes  in  one  place  and  sometimes  in  another. 
They  may  show  themselves  and  disappear  in  a  few  hours.  The 
patches  are  irregular,  and  much  resemble  the  wheals  produced 
by  a  severe  flagellation.  They  are  accompanied  with  an  itching 
and  burning  of  a  severe  kind.  A  case  of  this  kind  in  practice 
is  worthy  of  note.     James  H ,  a   boy  of  twelve  years,  was 
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taken  with  an  eruption  of  nettle-rash  over  the  abdomen.  The 
wheals  were  very  itchy,  and  prevented  him  from  sleeping.  In 
the  morning  the  abdomen  was  covered  with  urticaria,  some  of 
which  were  large  patches  surrounded  by  an  erythematous  areola. 
The  pruritus  became  almost  intolerable,  the  pulse  full  and 
frequent,  the  burning  and  itching  paroxysmal.  The  urticose 
eruption  would  fade  away  in  from  one  to  three  hours,  only  to 
return  again  with  seemingly  renewed  violence.  During  the  ab- 
sence of  the  eruption  the  patient  was  sei^ied  with  violent  pains 
and  crampings  within  the  abdomen.  The  bowels  were  lax,  and 
the  discharges  were  attended  with  griping.  This  state  of  things 
kept  up'  for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  changing  every  few  hours 
from  the  eruptive  form  to  the  choleric  symptoms,  and  vice  versa^ 
until  finally  subdued  by  large  doses  of  capsicum,  hydrastia  and 
opium. 

Chronic  urticaria  is  sometimes  seen  with  still  more  serious 
character.  The  disease  may  not  consist lof  more  prominent  ele- 
vations, but  in  true  tuberosities  of  various  magnitudes,  hard  and 
deeply-seated .  (urticaria  tuberosa),  which  are  accompanied  by 
ecchymoses,  pain  in  the  muscles,  and  a  tense  soreness  of  the 
skin.  The  tumors  are  very  itchy,  appearing  at  night  and  disap- 
pearing again  in  the  morning. 

Sometimes  the  disease  is  associated  with  an  intermittent  or 
quotidian  fever ;  sometimes  connected  with  a  chronic  affection 
of  the  viscera.  Not  unfrequently  do  we  find  it  connected  with 
rheumatism,  and  co-existent  with  lichen,  erythema,  roseola  and 
impetigo. 

The  disappearance  of  the  eruption  has  sometimes  been  suc- 
ceeded by  the  development  of  some  internal  intestinal  or  cere- 
bral affection.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  occasionally  appeared 
at  the  decline  of  other  diseases. 

Artificial  urticaria  \s  sometimes  produced  by  the  stinging 
of  nettles,  the  application  of  mustard  plasters,  the  ammoniaci 
cum  hydrargyro  plaster,  the  oil  of  the  lauro-cerasus  and  the  inter- 
nal use  of  belladonna. 

Treatment. — In  the  ordinary  cases  of  urticaria,  where  the 
disease  cannot  be  attributed  specially  to  any  article  of  food, 
I   find  the  internal   administration   of   bromide  of  potash   and 
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chloral  hydrate  to  be  the  best  treatment,  with  a  local  applica- 
tion or  bath  of  cold  water  with  the  addition  of  vinegar. 

To  an  adult,  I  prescribe  as  follows:  B.  Kali  brom.,  5iij. ; 
chloral  hydrate,  3ij. ;  syr.  prunus  virg.,  Jiij.  M.  et  S.  A  tea- 
spoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour  until  quiet  is  produced  and  itch- 
ing ceases,  after  which  the  dose  to  be  repeated  three  to  six  times 
a  day.  The  body  to  be  sponged  with  a  cold  lotion  of  vinegar 
and  water.  Should  urticaria  prove  dependent  upon  the  inges- 
tion of  any  poisonous  substances,  vomiting  must  be  excited  by 
the  use  of  an  emetic.  Some  practitioners  resort  at  once  to  the 
sulphate  of  zinc,  on  account  of  its  speedy  effects ;  others,  unless 
the  case  is  pressing,  recommend  lobelia  or  ipecacuanha.  After 
which,  we  prescribe  a  drink  strongly  acidulated  with  nitric  acid 
and  sweetened  with  sugar.  Should  urticaria  be  conjoined  with  an 
inflammation  of  any  of  the  mucous  membranes,  diluents,  eiAol- 
lients,  clysters,  the  tepid  bath,  with  attention  to  regimen,  and 
abstinence  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  fulfill  a  double  indication 
in  such  cases. 

Some  cases  of  urticaria  yield  gently  to  belladonna,  and  atro- 
pia,  in  the  lesser  doses,  may  be  given  with  advantage.  The  vio- 
lence of  the  pruritus  which  attends  the  disease  will  yield  under 
the  influence  of  chloral  or  opium,  the  fever  to  the  special  seda- 
tives, and  the  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs  to  acidulated 
drinks,  when  once  all  organic  derangements  are  set  right. 

Many  patients  have  derived  speedy  relief  by  abstaining  from 
spirituous  liquors,  spiced  dishes,  etc.  When  urticaria  intermits, 
and  is  attended  with  febrile  paroxysm,  the  disease  will  often 
yield  to  the  use  of  quinine. 

To  conclude,  I  have  seen  several  cases  of  chronic  urticaria 
which,  after  having  been  treated  in  vain  by  abstinence  and  anti- 
phlogistics,  yielded  to  purgatives  and  hot  alkaline  baths.  I 
have  recommended  cold  baths  to  be  used  in  some  cases.  I  de- 
sire here  to  utter  a  precaution  in  the  use  of  cold  bathings.  The 
practitioner  must  not  yield  to  the  impatience  of  his  patient  for 
immediate  relief,  and  be  led  in  consequence  to  prescribe  the  ex- 
ternal application  of  cold  when  not  admissible.  Fatal  results 
have  been  brought  on  by  such  means. 
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ABT.  XZII. — The  Castor-Oil  Bean.  — By  S.   S.  Lowrance, 
M.  D.,  Laclede  Co.,  Mo. 

"A  contributor  to  an  exchange  says:  "  It  is  not  generally 
known,  nor  is  the  fact  stated  in  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  that  the 
castor-oil  bean  is  poisonous.  The  plant  is  extensively  used  for 
ornamenting  gardens  and  grounds  surrounding  our  dwellings. 
It  bears  large  fan-like  leaves,  a  red  stalk,  and  several  clusters  of 
flowers,  which  when  ripe  are  transformed  into  pods  containing 
the  beans.  These  the  children  are  apt  to  appropriate,  by  reason 
of  their  attractive  appearance,  and  occasionally  they  have  been 
found  tasting  of  them.  Recently  we  tried  them,  to  ascertain 
what  sort  of  a  savory  morsel  they  were,  and  promptly  was  our 
curiosity  satisfied  by  being  made  sick  thereby.  Almost  imme^ 
diately  dizziness  ensued  (to  the  extent  of  staggering  and  falling, 
had  we  not  lain  down),  with  extreme  nausea,  accompanied  with 
paralysis  of  the  extremities.  These  symptoms  lasted  for  nearly 
six  hours,  then  gradually  disappeared. 

"  We  had  almost  forgotten  the  circumstance,  until  a  month 
ago  we  were  called  in  consultation  with  a  physician  to  investi- 
gate the  symptoms  of  poison  in  a  little  girl,  aged  about  seven 
years.  The  attending  physician  decided  she  was  suffering  from 
some  sort  of  poisoning  the  symptoms  did  not  clearly  reveal. 
She  vomited  constantly,  had  contraction  of  the  muscles,  particu- 
larly of  the  neck,  drawing  the  head  backward,  enlarged  abdo- 
men (tympanitis),  dilated  pupils  and  unconsciousness.  She 
died  the  third  day. 

''  Examination  of  the  premises  revealed  that  the  children  had 
been  gathering  castor-beans  from  the  withered  plants  in  the 
front  yard.  Closer  inspection  of  the  beans  exhibited  that  sev- 
eral of  them  had  been  nibbled,  showing  the  imprints  of  the 
child's  teeth.  At  last  it  was  definitely  ascertained  that  the  little 
one  had  eaten  fragments  of  the  beans,  when  the  poisoning  symp- 
toms were  fully  accounted  for. 

"  Nowhere  is  the  poisonous  quality  of  the  castor-bean  referred 
to.  We  believe  very  few  people  are  familiar  with  its  dangerous 
qualities.  It  should  be  banished  from  our  yards  and  gardens  as 
a  plant  too  dangerous  to  harbor."  —  Lever  and  Liberator ^ 
Chicago. 

Twenty  years  ago.  Prof.  John  King,  of  Cincinnati,  author  of 
American  Dispensatory^  said:  "Castor-oil  seeds  are  danger- 
ous, twenty  of  them  having  proved  fatal." 

Some  thoughts  suggested  above  remind  us  of  a  circumstance 
related  by  one  of  our  neighbors,  who  was  raising  a  young  dog. 
The  good  lady  was  very  much  annoyed  by  the  youthful  cur  on 
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account  of  his  persistent  habit  of  "sucking  eggs."  The  lady 
was  told  that  if  she  would  insert  a  broken  castor-bean  into  a 
raw  egg^  and  allure  the  dog  to  eat  it,  his  dogship  would  never 
take  another  egg.  She  gave  him  the  bean,  and  the  young  canine 
never  so  much  as  looked  upon  another  egg.     He  died ! ! 

We  have  seen  growing  in  this  vicinity  two  varieties  of  the 
castor-bean ;  one  with  red  stalks,  and  the  other  smaller  and  pur- 
plish or  bluish  green.  We  have  raised,  in  limited  quantity,  the 
latter  variety  about  our  gardens  ever  since  we  were  able  to  re- 
member (our  age  is  fifty-one  years),  for  the  purpose  of  banishing 
moles  and  gophers  (^geomys  bursarius)  from  our  gardens.  We 
have  never  witnessed  any  serious  consequences  attributable  to  the 
presence  or  effects  of  the  plant  or  its  seeds,  called  tick-beans. 

We  have  occasionally  indulged  our  curiosity  in  tasting  the 
beans  of  this  variety,  and  feel  safe  in  saying  that  we  never  per- 
ceived any  results  or  effects  other  than  those  produced  by  the 
oil  which  is  made  from  the  bean. 

In  conclusion,  we  ask  for  information  through  the  American 
Medical  Journal  : 

What  vaneties  of  castor-beans  are  known  .^  What  varieties 
are  poisonous  }   How  ?  Why  ?  When  ?   Where  ?  and  all  about  it. 

If  you  know  anything  worth  remembering,  put  it  where  it  can 
be  preserved  for  future  reference. 


AET.  XXIII. — ^The  ITational  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of 'the  National  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Association  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  be  held, 
pursuant  to  order  of  the  Executive  Committee,  at  the  Opera 
House,  in  the  city  of  Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  beginning  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  1885,  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  will  remain  in  session  for  three  days. 

Committee  of  Arrangements, — Lemon  T.  Beam,  M.  D., 
Box  574,  Johnstown  ;  H.  B.  Piper,  M.  D.,  Tyrone;  James  M. 
Bunn,  M.  D.,  New  Washington  ;  N.  L.  Adams,  M.  D.,  Altoona ; 
George  E.  Potter,  Johnstown.  All  letters  of  enquiry  should  be 
addressed  to  Dr.  Piper  or  Dr.  Beam. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Association  will  be  at  the  Logan 
House.  The  charges  will  be  $3.00  for  one  day,  $2.75  per  day 
for  two  days  and  $2.50  per  day  for  three  days. 
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The  Logan  House  is  the  regular  railroad  hotel  of  Altoona, 
and  its  accommodations  are  first-class.  It  is  the  usual  resort 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  and 
also  of  the  Central  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  The  city,  how- 
ever, abounds  with  other  caravanseras  for  those  who  prefer 
them. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Logan  House  is  also  manager  of 
the  Cresson  Springs  Hotel,  which  will  be  open  a  few  days  later, 
and  well  understands  the  wants  of  sojourners  for  business  or 
pleasure. 

The  attractions  of  Altoona  deserve  favorable  consideration. 
The  city  is  a  favorite  summer  resort,  cool  and  healthy,  as  a 
place  in  the  bosom  of  the  Alleghanies  may  be  presumed  to  be. 
Those  who  love  wild,  mountain  scenery,  and  are  fond  of  com- 
muning with  nature  in  her  secret  haunts,  may  find  abundant 
gratification  here.  Doubtless  the  members  will  be  treated  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  to  an  excursion  to  Cresson 
Springs,  one  of  the  most  popular  watering  places  of  tlie  United 
States.  In  such  case,  the  ride  thither  will  be  round  the  famous 
Horse-shoe  curve,  and  then  through  the  Great  Tunnel  which 
pierces  the  dividing  range  of  the  Alleghanies,  which  separates 
the  East  from  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys.  A  stop  of 
one  or  two  hours  will  yet  allow  the  members  to  return  to 
their  work.  We  shall  hear  more  definitely  of  this  at  a  later 
day. 

Application  has  already  been  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  for  commutation  of  fare.  The  company  com- 
mand an  extensive  railroad  system  from  East  to  West,  and  in  the 
best  condition  and  with  the  best  arrangements  for  passengers  of 
any  on  the  Continent. 

The  Secretary  has  been  duly  supplied  by  the  Passenger  Agent 
with  orders  for  excursion  tickets  on  the  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  & 
St.  Louis  Railway,  and  the  Chicago,  St.  Louis  &  Pittsburg  Rail- 
road, which  he  will  furnish  to  members  and  delegates  upon  ap- 
plication^ They  are  good  from  June  15th  to  go  till  June  23rd  to 
return.  He  expects  similar  courtesies  from  the  Pennsylvania,  and 
perhaps  other  companies,  but  is  not  as  yet  assured.  Dr.  Piper, 
of  Tyrone,  has  this  matter  in  charge,  and  generally  knows  how 
to  do  and  succeed. 
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Our  hosts  of  Pennsylvania  are  true,  tried  and  approved  men. 
They  will  spare  no  endeavor  or  good  office  to  facilitate  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Association.  They  are  active  in  the  Eclectic  ranks, 
believing  in  its  doctrines  and  reducing  them  to  effective  practice ; 
and  they  fraternize  with  all  who  make  these  things  a  matter  of 
principle.  We  may  hope  for  a  season  with  them  worthy  of  being 
always  remembered  for  its  enjoyment  and  profitable  accompani- 
ment. 

The  assurances  of  a  large  attendance  are  numerous  and  grati- 
fying. There  is  a  more  earnest  feeling  than  ever  among  Eclectics 
in  regard  to  organized  co-operation,  and  the  increasing  of  its 
efficiency  all  over  the  country.  The  history  of  the  past  season 
has  shown  the  advantages  already  gained  from  our  union,  and 
every  reason  exists  for  making  it  more  perfect,  if  we  would  se- 
cure the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity.  We 
are  passing  through  the  ordeal  which  tries  men's  souls  and  de- 
velops their  stamina.  There^  is  no  endeavor  to  be  spared ;  every 
true  man,  who  has  the  best  interests  of  the  Eclectic  cause  at  heart, 
is  wanted  at  his  post.  Once  more  an  exclusive  practice  of  medi- 
cine, represented  by  the  American  Medical  Association  and  its 
auxiliaries,  appears  in  the  field  with  its  forces  massed  against«all 
who  do  not  assent  to  its  supremacy.  The  greatest  wisdom,  the 
most  resolute  purpose,  thorough  organization,  and  energetic  fra- 
ternal co-operation  are  required.  A  victory  gained  now  will  be 
a  benefit  to  all  classes  of  citizens  of  our  common  country.  It  is 
not  enough  to  hold  our  ground ;  our  honor,  duty  and  good  policy 
require  us  to  advance. 

Rej>resentatton, — There  are  now^  State  Societies  in  every  part 
of  the  American  Union;  local  and  auxiliary  organizations  in 
many  of  the  States,  and  seven  recognized  Medical  Colleges,  be- 
sides several  institutions  and  departments  not  yet  formally  in- 
cluded in  the  number.  We  shall  have  delegates  in  attendance 
from  new  societies  in  the  southernmost  States  of  the  Republic, 
who  will  represent  wide-awake  constituencies.  The  future  of 
Eclectic  Medicine,  as  distinguished  from  the  Exclusive  School 
of  Old  Physic,  is  assured  in  that  region  of  our  country.  Let  there 
be  a  good  turn  out  from  the  Northeast  and  Northwest,  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific  slope,  to  show  our  unity  and 
our  purpose. 
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Every  State  Society  is  entitled  to  fifteen  delegates ;  and  the 
local  societies  and  medical  colleges,  each  to  two  delegates. 
Graduates  of  regularly  organized  medical  colleges,  holding  legiti- 
mate xliplomas,  and  physicians  who  have  been  engaged  in  repu- 
table practice  for  fifteen  years,  who  are  or  have  served  as  dele- 
gates to  the  Association,  are  eligible  to  permanent  membership. 
A  condition  of  the  By-Laws  prescribes  that  they  should  be  duly 
recommended  by  the  local  or  State  Society  to  which  they  belong. 

The  Secretaries  of  the  several  societies  thus  appointing  dele- 
gates are  requested  to  transmit  the  credentials  of  delegates  as 
soon  as  appointed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Association, 
at  Newark,  N.  J.,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  colleges  at 
which  they  graduated,  etc.,  also  the  names  of  those  who  are  rec- 
ommended for  permanent  membership.  This  will  lighten  the 
duties  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  and  enable  all  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

Societies  are  recommended  to  make  their  lists  of  delegates  full, 
and,  so  far  &s  practicable,  to  name  others  than  those  now  perma- 
nent members.  This  adds  to  the  interest  in  the  business,  and 
tends  to  increase  the  numerical  strength. 

Take  Notice, — It  is  desired  that  the  certificates  shall  give,  in 
each  case,  the  full  name  of  each  individual,  instead  of  initials,  his 
post-office  address  and  all  other  essential  particulars. 

Physicians  who  are  not  members  of  any  medical  society  have 
repeatedly  applied  for  copies  of  the  Constitution  with  the  evi- 
dent purpose  of  ascertaining  how  they  may  unite  with  the 
National  Association.  The  condition  is  peremptory,  and  may 
not  be  stepped  over,  that  they  shall  be  members  of  some  State 
or  local  society  affiliated  with  this  organization.  There  is  yet 
time  for  them  to  join  some  such  society  in  their  own  State,  or  in 
a  neighboring  State,  if  there  is  none  at  home.  It  is  the  aim  and 
desire  that  all  worthy  physicians  shall  enjoy  every  necessary 
facility  to  become  members ;  and  to  impose  no  disabilities  or  re- 
strictions except  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  aloof  from  undesira- 
ble individuals  who  are  unwilling  to  conform  to  wholesome  regu- 
lations, and  otherwise  to  promote-  the  reputation  and  prosperity 
of  the  Eclectic  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Section  Work, — The  appointments  are  as  follows: 
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A.  Public  Hygiene^  Medical  yurisprudence^  Physiology^ 
Psychology^  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases, — Chairman,  Mil- 
brey  Green,  M.  D.,  i  Columbus  Square,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Secre- 
tary, William  M.  Durham,  M.  D.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

B.  Practice  of  Medicine ^  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Chemistry, — Chairman,  Albert  Merrell,  M.  D.,  2346  Locust 
street,  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  Secretary,  Wilson  H.  Davis,  M.  D., 
N.  W.  corner  of  State  and  Madison  streets,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

C.  Obstetrics^  Gyncecology  and  Oenito-  Urinary  Diseases. — 
Chairman,  Milton  Jay,  M.  D.,  513  State  street,  Chicago,  Illinois ; 
Secretary,  William  F.  Curryer,  M.  D.,  Thorntown,  Indiana. 

D.  Surgery^  Anatomy  and  Clinic  Surgery, — Chairman, 
Lorenzo  E.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  Ohio;  Secretary,  Rob- 
ert A.  Reid,  M.  D.,  Newton,  Mass. 

E.  Otology^  Ophthalmology  and  Laryngology, — Chairman, 
David  A.  Cashman,  M.  D,,  243  State  street,  Chicago,  Illinois; 
Secretary,  Lemon  T.  Beam,  M.  D.,  box  574,  Johnstown,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  object  of  this  Association,  as  declared  by  the  statute 
incorporating  it,  is  '^to  maintain  organized  cooperation  between 
physicians  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  art  and  science  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  the  dissemination  of  beneficial 
knowledge  and  an  improved  Practice  of  Medicine."  That  Ec- 
lecticism is  such  an  improved  practice,  the  members  of  this 
Association  conscientiously  and  intelligently  believe.  Accord- 
ingly the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  President,  within  three  months  from  the  holding  of  the 
annual  meeting,  to  designate  members  to  prepare  papers  or 
reports  to  be  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting  next  ensuing. 
This,  has  been  done,  and  the  announcement  was  made  in  due 
season  by  the  President.  They  will  not  now  be  repeated ;  but 
the  Secretary  is  directed  to  give  a  special  notification  to  each 
individual  so  named. 

Amendment  to  the  By-Laws, — The  following  amendments  to 
the  By-Laws  are  pending,  and  will  be  determined  at  the  coming 
annual  meeting: 

Add  to  Article  I.,  §  2,  of  the  By-Laws,  the  following: 
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'*  The  Credentials  of  delegates  shall  set  forth  their  academic 
rank,  the  institution  at  which  they  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine,  and  the  time  during  which  they  have  been  engaged 
in  practice." 

Add  to  Article  II.,  §  i,  of  the  By-Laws,  the  following: 
"  Worthy  members  of  this  Association,  who  have  been  such 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  twelve  years,  and  former  presidents, 
may,  upon  resolution  adopted  at  any  meeting  by  a  majority  of 
not  less  than  two-thirds  of  all  members  present,  be  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  except  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  reporting  of  name  and  residence  as  aforesaid." 

Add  to  Article  V.  of  the  By-Laws  the  following  Section : 
"  §  3.  The  Association  or  Executive  Committee  shall  erase 
from  the  list  of  members  the  name  of  any  member  admitted 
from  an  auxiliary  society,  or  medical  college,  who  shall  fail  from 
misconduct  or  neglect  to  continue  in  good  standing  a  member  of 
an  auxiliary  society." 

Amend  Article  VIII.  of  the  By-Laws,  by  striking  out  the 
clause,  "to  give  notice  to  the  Secretary,^'  and  add  the  following 
as  §  2 : 

"Every  member  of  this  Association  shall  inform  the  Secre- 
tary, or  cause  him  to  be  informed,  respecting  his  post-office 
address  and  place  of  residence,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  in  each  year ;  and  in  default  of  such  knowledge  the 
Secretary  may  withhold  from  him  the  next  volume  of  the 
Transactions, ' ' 

Add  to  Article  III.  of  the  By-Laws  the  following : 
'*  §  3.  A  member  of  this  Association  who  commends  a  pro- 
prietary medicine^  which  is  advertised  to  the  public,  whether  the 
formula  be  known  or  not,  may  be  considered  guilty  of  unpro- 
fessional conduct ;  and  may  be,  upon  proof  duly  shown,  cen- 
sured and  expelled." 

Fellow- Members  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  : 

The  work  of  the  year  is  now  outlined  for  your  consideration. 
The  subjects  which  have  been  allotted,  it  will  be  noticed,  take 
a  range  perhaps  wider  than  many  may  consider  essential,  but 
they  come  within  the  province  of  every  physician's  observa- 
tion. The  study  which  some  of  them  may  require  will  be  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  writers  themselves,  as  well  as  to  those 
who  hear  or  read  their  papers.  We  also  repeat  the  request  to 
all  who  are  desirous  to  promote  the  cause  and  to  extend  the 
scope  of  Eclectic  Practice  to  communicate  such  facts  of  interest 
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in  regard  to  its  condition  and  prospects,  and  to  scientific  and 
professional  matters,  as  are  in  their  possession.  An  earnest 
spirit  of  investigation,  with  breadth  and  clearness  of  view,  can> 
not  fail  to  assure  additions  to  our  knowledge  which  will  benefit 
ourselves  and  the  general  community. 

The  most  momentous  period  in  our  history  is  now  upon  us. 
The  number  of  our  societies  and  institutions  of  learning  is  stead- 
ily increasing,  and  our  practitioners  are  to  be  counted  by  the 
thousands.  Our  literature  is  becoming  more  abundant,  and  in 
point  of  ability  and  value  exhibits  a  marked  improvement. 
We  have  therefore  raised  the  physicians  of  the  Exclusive 
Practice  to  more  desperate  e^orts  against  us.  Never,  during 
the  last  forty  years,  has  greater  apprehension  been  exhibited  in 
relation  to  our  growing  importance.  For  these  fears  there  is 
just  cause.  While  the  colleges  of  the  Old  School  graduate 
more  students  every  year  than  there  are  places  for  them  to  fill, 
the  call  in  the  East,  South  and  West  for  more  Eclectic  practi- 
tioners is  far  greater  than  our  ability  to  answer  it.  Already,  in 
Congress,  it  has  been  proposed  .to  establish  and  endow  a  Na- 
tional Medical  University,  one  department  of  which  shall  be 
Eclectic.  Two  of  the  ablest  Senators  have  proposed  legislation 
which  shall  do  away  utterly  with  the  present  exclusive  monopoly 
in  public  medical  service,  by  opening  the  field  to  members  of 
€very  school  of  practice  on  the  sole  ground  of  merit.  To  this 
complexion  must  the  public  service  come  at  last.  The  attacks 
covertly  made  upon  us  in  the  various  Halls  of  Legislation  are 
made  in  abject  terror  of  this  glorious  consummation,  by  which 
the  petted  and  privileged  class  of  physicians  will  find  their  occu- 
pation gone. 

Every  true  Eclectic  will,  therefore,  put  himself  in  harness. 
The  physician' who  neglects  to  act  with  organizations  is  derelict 
to  his  profession  and  unworthy.  We  have  a  conflict  before  us 
to  test  our  principle,  our  enthusiasm  and  our  devotion  to  our 
calling.  I  appeal  to  my  brethren  in  the  Eclectic  ranks  to  take 
part  in  the  struggle.  A  few  should  not  be  burdened  with  the 
sole  work  of  defending  the  rights  of  the  many. 

Come  to  Altoona,  the  beautiful  mountain  city,  in  full  number, 
adding  your  force  to  the  others,  and  massing  our  hosts  against 
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all  who  invade  our  rights.  We  belong  to  the  army  of  peace,  to 
heal  the  sick  and  bind  up  the  broken,  achieving  the  triumph& 
greater  than  those  of  war.  'Let  us  prove  worthy  of  American 
citizenship,  of  the  glorious  memory  of  our  Fathers  in  Medicine 
and  of  their  achievements,  by  our  persistence  in  the  good  work, 
and  by  our  farther  continuing  of  what  they  began.  In  organiza- 
tion, in  steady  and  earnest  effort,  all  this  will  be  accomplished. 
Do  not  be  remiss;  do  not  be  indifferent;  do  not  be  dilatory. 
You  work  for  more  than  youi\selves ;  you  work  for  the  world 
and  for  posterity.  You  improve  your  own  standing  and  add 
to    your    professional    qualifications    by  mingling  with    your 

brethren. 

You  will  do  honor  to  yourselves,  you  will  further  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  organization  and  School  of  Prabtice,  you  will  dis- 
charge; that  obligatioii  whi^h  every  genuine  and  conscientious 
physician  regards  himself  as  owing  to  his  profession,  if  you  en- 
deavor faithfully  to  perform  the  part  that  falls  or  may  have  been 
allotted  to  you.  Standing,  as  the  Eclectics  do,  in  the  ranks  of 
the  advanced  guard  of  Medicine,  we  cannot  afford  to  be  indiffer- 
ent or  negligent  in  good  work. 

Henry  K.  Stratford. 
By  the  President : 
Alsxander  Wilder,  Secretary^ 
Newark,  N.  J.,  April  25,  1885. 

ABT.  XXIY. — Direct  Modication.-  By  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D» 
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[continued   from    page    20   JANUARY  JOURNAL.]} 

Glycerine, — Although  but  little  can  be  said  of  glycerine  as  a 
remedial  agent,  in  the  abstract,  as  an  ingredient  of  important 
mixtures  it  is  exceedingly  useful.  It  is  comparatively  harmless 
in  all  cases,  no  matter  whether  applied  locally  or  used  as  an 
internal  remedy.  It  is  an  excellent  solvent,  mixes  readily  with 
many  drugs,  and  as  it  penetrates  the  tissues  of  the  body  quickly  it 
serves  as  an  excellent  vehicle  for  other  medicines.  It  is  also  a  good 
•  preservative  for  infusions  and  thin  syrups.  It  prevents  fermenta- 
tion in  summer,  and  freezing  in  winter.  We  make  a  strong 
infusion  of  wild  cherry  bark,  and  also  prepare  an  infusion  from 
the  twigs  of  the  peach  tree,  and  then  to  one  quart  of  either  of 
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these  infusions  we  add  one  pint  of  glycerine.  This  makes  quite 
a  permanent  preparation,  from  which  we  may  dispense  at 
pleasure.  An  infusion  of  digitalis,  or  dioscorea,  may  be  pre- 
pared in  the  same  way,  and  in  the  use  of  any  of  these  remedies 
it  is  only  necessary  to  add  the  required  amount  of  the  g^lycerine 
and  infusion  mixture  to  some  hot  or  cold  water,  as  considered 
most  appropriate  for  the  case  in  hand,  and  we  have  a  finely  pre- 
pared infusion.  This  method  of  using  drugs  in  the  form  of 
infusions  is  more  effective  than  the  old  plan  of  making  teas 
in  the  presence  of  patients,  or  leave  them  to  prepare  them  for 
themselves.     There  is  more  of  a  professional  look  about  it. 

Glycerine  is  nutritive  to  a  certain  extent,  and  as  it  retards  or 
prevents  fermentation,  we  use  it  to  advantage  in  many  cases  of 
perverted  digestion:  A  tablespoonful  of  glycerine  after  nieals 
will  frequently  prevent  sour  eructations  and  burning  pains  in  the 
stomach. 

Glycerine  is  an  excellent  drug  to  mix  with  prescriptions  con- 
taining resinoids,  like  grindelia,  macrotys,  etc.  Equal  portions 
of  water  and  glycerine  will  serve  the  purpose  of  holding  the 
resinoid  in  suspension. 

Externally,  we  use  glycerine  to  protect  chapped,  abraded  and 
inflamed  parts;  and  especially  in  erysipelas  anH  small-pox, 
glycerine,  properly  mixed  with  appropriate  drugs,  is  a  fine 
remedy.  In  erysipelas :  B.  Tinct.  belladonna,  Z  ]•  >  glycerine, 
5jv. ;  water,  jiij.  M.  Apply  with  a  camel' s-hair  brush.  In 
small-pox:  R.  Listerine,  5j- >  glycerine,  3ij» ;  water,  Jj.  M. 
Apply  to  the  broken  pustules  freely,  with  a  camel' s-hair.  brush. 
These  are  fine  applications — ^very  effective. 

For  making  local  application  to  the  ear  in  case  of  earache, 
glycerine  and  water  in  equal  parts,  say  one  drachm  of  each,  and 
about  two  to  five  drops  of  creosote,  has  given  us  good  results ; 
the  best  remedy  for  earache  we  know  anything  about.  The 
same  application  is  good  for  toothache — ^just  as  good,  even  bet- 
ter than  pure  creosote,  and  will  not  burn  the  mouth  like  undi- 
luted creosote.  Whenever  we  desire  to  apply  anything  to  the 
ear — the  meatus  auditorius  externus — ^glycerine  and  water,  equal 
parts,  make  a  vehicle  that  serves  a  much  better  purpose  than 
sweet  oil  or  any  other  greasy  substance. 
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Glonoine.' — This  is  known  by  the  common  name  of  nitro- 
glycerine. It  is  not  used  extensively  in  medicine.  The  safest 
and  best  form  in  which  to  keep  it  and  use  it  is  the  form  of  an 
alcoholic  solution,  in  the  proportion  of  one  drop  of  glonoine  to 
one  hundred  drops  of  alcohol.  The  use  of  this  solution  will 
vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  susceptibility  of 
the  patient.  It  is  comparatively  safe  to  commence  with  one 
diop,  and  increase  or  lessen  the  dose  as  may  be  required. 

We  have  used  this  drug  in  a  few  cases  of  neuralgia,  but  its 
effects  differ  so  greatly  with  different  persons  that  we  cannot 
recommend  it  as  a  perfectly  safe  and  convenient  drug  for  the 
general  practitioner.  Tho8e  who  desire  to  do  so  may  test  it, 
and  they  will  find  that  while  it  will  give  excellent  results  in  some 
cases  of  neuralgia,  it  will  totally  fail  in  others. 

Grindelia  Robusia, — This  is  a  soothing,  healing  drug  in 
subacute ^and  chronic  laryngitis,  bronchitis  and  asthma.  Its  best 
influence  is  realized  in  cases  of  asthma  complicated  with  sub- 
acute bronchitis.  B.  Fluid  ext.  grindelia  robusta,  3j. ;  water, 
glycerine,  S^  Jij.  M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  every  half  hour,  hour 
or  two  hours,  as  required.  We  sometimes  combine  grindelia 
with  cough  syrups  to  good  advantage.  The  following  answers 
a  fine  purpose  in  phthisical  and  asthmatic  coughs  of  children  or 
adults :  B.  Fluid  ext.  lobelia  (herb),  Z  ij- '»  fluid  ext.  grinde- 
lia robusta,  3  j. ;  chloral  hydrate,  3  j. ;  syr.  wild  cherry,  J  iijss. 
M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  every  one,  two  or  three  hours  as  re- 
quired. For  children  under  four  years,  the  doses  should  be 
smaller,  and  for  adults  they  may  be  larger.  In  cases  of  severe 
cough  from  cold,  lingering  laryngitis,  or  bronchitis,  and  in  many 
slow  cases  of  whooping  cough,  this  is  an  excellent  prescription. 
Grindelia  is  a  safe,  good  remedy,  and  we  can  recommend  it 
with  confidence. 

Guarana, — We  use  this  remedy  in  the  form  of  pills,  powder 
and  elixir.  The  dose  ranges  from  ten  grains  to  one  drachm.  It 
acts  as  a  gentle,  soothing  stimulant  to  the  nervous  system,  and 
is  used  in  severe  cases  of  headache.  Where  headache  results 
from  a  derangement  of  the  menstrual  function — retarded,  sus- 
pended or  painful  menstruation — guarana  will  sometimes  give 
speedy  relief.  Other  than  this  use  of  guarana,  we  have  had  no 
experience  with  it. 
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Guatacum, — The  resin  of  the  guaiacum  wood  is  the  part  used 
in  medicine.  It  is  put  up  in  the  form  of  a  strong  alcoholic 
tincture — guaiac.,^  vj. ;  alcohol,  Oij.  Or  a  stronger  fluid  ex- 
tract may  be  prepared,  but  the  tincture  is  strong  enough. 
Dose,  ten  drops  to  one  drachm,  always  combined  with  a  stiff 
emulsion  of  gum-arabic.  B.  Tinct.  guaiac,  S  ss. ;  emulsion  of 
g^m-arabic,  ^  iijss.  M.  S.  One-fourth  to  one  teaspoonful 
every  two  to  four  hours,  according  to  the  influence  sought. 

We  use  this  prescription  in  tonsillitis,  and  consider  it  the  most 
potent  remedy  we  can  possibly  employ  to  relieve  and  arrest  the 
inflammation.  We  use  the  smaller  doses  frequently  repeated  in 
this  case.  Aconite,  eucalyptus  and  borax  may  be  of  great  ser- 
vice in  sore  throats,  and  in  tonsillitis  too,  but  as  a  single  remedy 
in  tonsillitis  guaiac.  is  the  best. 

In  painful  menstruation,  especially  when  the  flow  is  scanty 
and  the  patient  of  a  cold  habit,  or  where  a  neuralgic  or  rheu- 
matic diathesis  is  observed,  the  above  prescription,  in  maximum 
doses,  repeated  every  two  hours,  will  frequently  give  speedy 
relief.  Where  it  is  not  quite  suflicient  to  overcome  the  pain,  we 
sometimes  combine  viburnum  with  it.  One  ounce  of  Hayden's 
viburnum  compound  to  three  ounces  of  the  above  prescription, 
a  teaspoonful  every  one,  two  or  three  hours,  will  give  good 
satisfaction.  If  the  menses  are  slow,  this  will  stimulate  a  better 
flow ;  if  arrested,  it  will  more  than  likely  re-establish  the  dis- 
charge. It  is  a  good,  stimulating,  anti-spasmodic  prescription, 
and  will  invigorate  the  menstrual  function. 

As  a  remedy  in  rheumatism  proper,  guaiacum  sometimes 
helps  us  materially.  It  is  in  old  and  lingering  cases  that  we 
And  it  serving  the  best  purpose,  and  combined  with  phytolacca^ 
iodide  of  potassium,  conium,  colchicum,  etc.,  we  may  use  it 
with  profit.  Even  alone,  when  rheumatism  affects  the  tissues  of 
the  body  besides  the  membranes  about  joints,  guaiacum  fre- 
quently does  good.  We  see  this  in  cases  of  bronchitis  and 
asthma  in  rheumatic  patients,  and  we  should  not  omit  to  appro- 
priate this  remedy  in  all  such  cases. 

Gold. — In  medicine  we  use  the  chloride  of  gold,  and  always 
employ  the  third  decimal  trituration.  (Ten  grains  of  all  third 
decimal  trituration  contains  one  hundredth  of   a  grain  of  the 
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crude  medicine  used.)  This  method  of  trituration  enables  us  to 
accurately  dispense  powerful  drugs  in  very  small  doses.  From 
fire  to  twenty  grains  of  this  trituration  of  chloride  of  gold  may 
be  given  every  three,  six  or  twelve  hours,  as  required. 

Over-doses  of  chloride  of  gold  produce  distressing  and  dan- 
gerous symptoms.  Gastro-enteritis  is  excited,  and  violent 
cramping  pains  are  suffered,  accompanied  with  persistent  retch- 
ing and  vomiting,  and  sometimes  diarrhea.  Tremblings  and 
convulsions  are  sometimes  witnessed. 

In   medicinal   doses,    if  carefully   handled,    we    may   employ 
chloride  of  gold  to  good  advantage  in  quite  a  number  of  cases. 
Our  experience  with  it  has  been  confined  to  cases  of  sterility, 
amenorrhea,  melancholy  dependent  upon  sexual  derangements, 
and  weakness  or   impairment  of  the   sexual  function   in    both 
male   and  female.     Chloride   of   gold   is   certainly  a   powerful 
stimulant  to  the  generative  function  in  both  sexes,  for  it  increases 
both  the  desire   and   ability  for   sexual  congress,  and  intensifies 
the  enjoyment.   .  While  its  direct  and  stimulating  influence  may 
be   more    marked   than   that  produced  by  electricity,  we  do  not 
think  the  results  are  quite  so  permanent ;  but  the  effects  are  in 
nowise  transient,   and  if  is  even  wonderful  what  can  be  accom- 
plished   in   some   cases  of  sexual  weakness,  approaching  impo- 
tency  and   sterility,    by  the  combined  use  of  chloride  of  gold, 
erythroxy Ion,* ergot,    strychnia    and    electricity.       The    down- 
hearted  and  melancholy  become  cheerful,  suppressed    menses 
are  restored,  the  sterile  bear  children,  and  many  happy  changes 
are   wrought  by  this  course  of  treatment  that  might  baffle  our 
skill  for  months  and  years  upon  different  management. 

It  is  said  chloride  of  gold  will  cure  some  forms  of  indigestion , 
and  that  it  benefits  some  cases  of  chronic  Bright' s  disease,  but 
we  cannot  vouch  for  this,  as  \^e  have  not  tested  it  in  such  cases. 

Gallic  Acid. — Of  all  the  remedies  in  use,  we  prefer  this  in 
cases  of  hemorrhage  from  the  kidneys,  or  from  the  bladder. 
B.  Gallic  acid,  3ij. ;  glycerine,  water,  aa  J  ij.  M.  S.  One  tea- 
spoonful  every  two  hours.  We  may  rely  upon  this  alone  in 
cases  of  hsematuria,  or  we  may  alternate  or  combine  with  it 
hamamelis,  trillium  or  ergot. 

Mamatnelis. — This  is  known  as  witch  hazel,  and  as  a  mild, 
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healing  astringent  it  is  very  popular.  We  may  employ  the  ordi- 
nary fluid  extract,  or  the  colorless  distilled  extract  can  be  used, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  case  in  hand.  In  cases  of  hemor- 
rhoids we  prefer,  as  an  internal  remedy,  the  ordinary  fluid  ex- 
tract, and  order  it  to  be  taken  in  half  teaspoonful  doses  three 
times  daily.  At  the  same  time  we  advise  a  local  application  of 
the  fluid  extract  to  be  made  to  the  hemorrhoidal  tumors  at  least 
once  a  day.  It  may  be  injected  into  the  rectum  to  advantage. 
Where  there  is  much  tenderness  and  swelling  about  the  rectum, 
or  where  Assures  exist,  a  solution  of  alum  in  the  distilled  extract 
of  hamamelis  affords  the  greatest  relief,  and  a  persistence  in  this 
local  treatment  once  a  day  will  permanently  cure  some  very 
stubborn  cases  of  piles  and  Assures.  In  external  piles  and  pro- 
lapsus of  the  rectum,  either  the  ordinary  fluid  or  the  distilled 
extract  may  be  applied. 

Hamamelis  is  a  good  remedy  wherever  a  simple,  unirritating 
tonic  astringent  is  required.  It  is  good  in  menorrhagia,  haemop- 
tysis, dysentery,  and  in  epistaxis  it  has  no  equal.  Here  we 
employ  the  distilled  extract  externally,  and  the  ordinary  fluid 
extract  internally.  Simply  saturate  pledgets  of  absorbent  cotton 
with  the  distilled  extract  and  All  the  nasal  passages  with  them, 
and  if  any  local  application  can  effect  anything  this  will  do  it. 
More  powerful  astringents,  like  gallic  acid,  Monsel's  styptic, 
etc.,  will  not  compare  with  this  in  nose-bleed.  •  At  the  same 
time  the  patient  can  be  taking  the  ordinary  fluid  extract  as  an 
internal  remedy,  a  half  a  teaspoonful  every  one,  two  or  three 
hours. 

In  obstetric  practice  we  use  the  distilled  extract  for  sore  nip- 
ples ;  and  where  the  vulva  remains  tender  after  conAnement, 
whether  the  case  is  complicated  with  piles  or  not,  if  the  patient 
complains  of  smarting  pains:  B.  Distilled  ext.  hamamelis,  i  ij. ; 
listerine,  Jj.;  water,  3]-  M.  S.  Apply  freely  to  the  tender 
parts  twice  daily. 

Hydrastis  Canadensis, — Regarding  the  virtues  of  this  drug, 
we  can  do  no  better  than  repeat  what  we  said  about  it  last  year, 
as  recorded  in  vol.  xii.  American  Medical  Joubnal: 

Hydrastis  canadensis  has  enjoyed  an  almost  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  many  years,  especially  among   Eclectic  practitioners, 
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homoBopaths  and  liberal  pli3'sicians  of  all  schools.  The  virtues 
ascribed  to  it  have  been  these:  a  general  tonic,  appetizer,  deob- 
struent,  laxative,  astringent,  and  above  all  it  has  been  highly 
prized  as  a  remedy  for  mucous  irritations  and  inflammations,  no 
matter  where  situated.  And  it  has  been  found  as  serviceable  in 
chronic  inflammations  as  in  acute  disease.  It  has  been  used  for 
these  purposes  by  local  or  direct  application,  and  internally,  or 
as  a  constitutional  remedy  We  have  used  it  freely  and  con- 
tinuously for  many  years,  and  have  never  lost  confidence  in  it. 
Internally,  the  ordinary  fluid  extract  answers  a  fine  purpose ;  but 
when  we  desire  to  make  a  soothing  application  to  abraded  or 
ulcerated  mucous  surfaces,  we  prefer  liquid  or  fluid  hydrastis, 
both  of  which  represent  the  viroies  of  this  drug,  and  they  are 
free  from  alcohol.  In  stomatitis  fluid  hydrastis  is  an  excellent 
remedy ;  even  in  ulcerative  stomatitis,  after  making  an  applica- 
tion of  a  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper,  fluid  hydrastis, 
one  drachm  to  one  ounce  of  water,  makes  a  fine  mouth  wash,  to 
be  used  two  or  three  times  daily,  applied  with  a  camel's-hair 
brush. 

Locally,  in  vaginal  and  uterine  diseases,  and  in  urethral  in- 
flammation, either  alone  or  combined  with  pinus  canadensis  or 
hamamelis,  hydrastis  is  the  best  application  we  can  make.  And 
internally,  in  lingering  cases  of  vaginal,  cervical  or  uterine 
catarrhs,  hydrastis  is  a  first-class  remedy.  We  nearly  always 
combine  it  with  other  remedies  appropriate  for  the  case  in 
hand,  such  as  hamamelis,  ergot,  macrotys,  viburnum,  etc.,  but 
hydrastis  will  frequently  effect  wonderful  changes  when  given 
alone.  For  female  weakness,  locally  and  constitutionally,  it 
must  rank  with  the  first  measures  in  use,  if  not  the  very  best. 

Apropos  with  this,  we  quote  from  the  Transactions  of  the 
German  Gynecological  Society,  as  follows :  • 

"  Schatz  is  of  opinion  that  the  medicinal  treatment  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  female  sexual  organs  has  been  crowded  too  far  into 
the  background  by  the  operative  treatment ;  that  nowadays  the 
knife  is  not  rarely  resorted  to  in  cases  in  which  favorable  cura- 
tive results  could  be  obtained  by  less  formidable  measures.  The 
author  thinks  that,  especially  in  functional  disturbances  of  the 
uterus  and  ovaries,  in  menstrual  anomalies,  direct  or  reflex  ner- 
vous, or  even  congestive  troubles,  medicinal  treatment  ought  to 
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be  tried  if  the  difficulties  are  but  moderate,  if  an  operation  is 
dangerous  or  mutilating.  He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
often  accidental  changes  in  the  mode  of  life,  of  the  climate, 
psychical  alterations,  nervous  irritations,  and  finally  medication 
prescribed  for  other  purposes  are  followed  by  obvious  and  un- 
expected changes  in  the  affections  named. 

"'  With  this  view,  Schatz  experimented  with  hydrastis  canaden- 
sis in  menstrual  disturbances.  He  used  the  fluid  extract  (sup- 
plied by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.)  in  about  fifty  cases.  Two-thirds 
of  these  can  be  utilized  in  estimating  the  value  of  the  drug.  In 
general,  it  seems  to  act  on  the  mucous  membranes  by  exciting 
Sieir  vessels  to  contract.  In  the  female  genital  apparatus,  it 
seems  not  only  to  diminish  the  blood  supply  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  but  to  act  on  them  as  a  whole.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  remedy  is  often  effective  in  cases  in  which  ergot  has 
failed,  or  even  has  rendered  the  symptoms  worse. 

*'  Favorable  results  were  obtained  by  Schatz  mainly  in  metror- 
rhagias due  to  myomata  (ergot  had  long  been  used  in  vain),  in 
hemorrhages  in  the  puerperium,  in  menorrhagias  of  young  per- 
sons from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  finally  also  in  those 
forms  of  endometritis  in  which  curetting  had  failed.  In  most 
cases,  he  commenced  the  use  of  the  drug  one  week  before  the 
onset  of  the  menses ;  where  the  catamenia  recurred  with  undue 
frequency,  even  longer  previou-*  to  the  normal  date  of  their 
appearance.  In  several  cases,  the  flow  became  not  only  less 
profuse  and  shorter  in  duration,  but  several  times  it  failed  to  set 
in  altogether.  In  the  case  of  myomata,  too,  the  hemorrhages 
disappeared  often  for  months.  The  incidental  effects  of  the 
drug  generally  were  only  agreeable  in  their  nature.  Particularly 
noticeable  was  an  increased  appetite.  Once  only  a  certain  lassi- 
tude occurred ;  in  another  case,  states  of  exaltation.  The  dose 
of  the  fluid  extract  is  about  twenty  drops  three  times  a  day.'* 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  potency  of  this  drug  as  a  remedy, 
and  physicians  in  all  parts  of  the  world  are  coming  to  realize 
the  facts  concerning  its  value. 

Hydrange<9, — ^We  employ  the  fluid  extract  of  hydrangea, 
made  from  the  recently  dried  root.  Dose,  from  ten  drops  to 
half  a  teaspoonful  every  one,  two  or  six  hours,  as  required* 

Hyjdrangea-  relieves  congestion  of  the  kidneys,  and  irritation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  and  urethra.  It  also 
acts  as  an  anti-spasmodic  in  renal  and  bladder  complaints,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  drugs  we  can  prescribe  in  cases  of  renal  colic, 
strangury,  and  wherever  there  is  pain  and  distress  suffered  in  uri- 
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nating,  either  in  male  or  female.  It  is  said  it  will  cure  some  cases 
of  gravel,  but  this  we  cannot  vouch  for.  That  it  will  relieve  the 
distressing  symptoms  of  many  cases  of  renal  colic,  however,  we 
do  know,  and  it  may  have  some  influence  in  preventing  gravel 
and  renal  spasm.  We  frequently  combine  hydrangea  with  gel- 
semium  in  painful  bladder  and  urethral  troubles,  and  nnd  the 
combination  a  good  one.  B.  Fluid  ext.  hydrangea,  §  ss. ;  green 
root  tinct.  gelsemium,  Z  ]• ;  syr.  simplex,  3  ]• ;  water,  ^  ss. 
M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  every  one,  two  or  three  hours.  In 
many  cases  of  vesical  and  urethral  irritation  this  will  give  speedy 
and  permanent  relief. 

The  Lambert  Pharmacal  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  combine  benzoic 
and  salicylic  acid,  and  lithia  with  hydrangea,  in  a  preparation 
they  call  '*  Lithiated  Hydrangea."  -This  combination  has  gained 
a  famous  reputation  as  a  remedy  in  vesical  irritation,  gravel, 
rheumatism,  Bright's  disease,  diabetes,  cystitis,  haematuria,  etc. 
The  preparation  is  proprietary,  and  some  may  object  to  having 
their  patients  take  it,  a  question  for  each  practitioner  to  decide 
for  himself,  unless  he  is  a  slave  to  the  ^*  codei" 

[to  be  continued.] 


ABSTBACTS. 


The  Kansas  Medical  Law. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Kansas  legislature  creating  a  State  Board  of  Health : 
House  Bill  167:     To  create  State  and  Local  Boards  of  Health, 
and  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas: 
Section  i,  Withm  thirty  days  after  this  act  shall  take  effect,  the 
governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  if  it  be 
then  in  session,  shall  appoint  from  different  parts  of  the  State  nine 
(9)  physicians,  who  shall  be  men  of  good  moral  character  and 
temperate  habits,  of  not  less  than  seven  years'  continuous  practice 
in  their  profession,  and  each  of  whom  shall  be  a  graduate  of  a 
respectable  medical  college;  and  said   nine   physicians,   when 
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so  appointed  and  confirmed,  shall  be  known  as  the  Kansas  State 
Board  of  Health.  Three  of  said  physicians  shall  be  appointed 
for  one  (i)  year,  three  for  two  (2)  years  and  three  for  three  (3) 
years ;  and  annually  thereafter  the  governor  shall  in  like  manner 
appoint  three  physicians  of  like  character  and  qualifications  to  fill 
the  vacancies  occurring  in  said  board  by  reason  of  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  service,  as  herein  provided ;  and  the  persons  so 
appointed  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for  the  like  term  of 
three  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and  quali- 
fied ;  but  in  no  case  shall  the  governor  appoint  a  majority  of  the 
physicians  that  shall  constitute  said  Board  of  Health  from  any 
one  school  of  medical  practice,  nor  shall  said  board  at  any  time 
be  composed  of  persons  a  majority  of  whom  shall  be  of  the  same 
school  of  medical  practice.  Upon  the  appointment  of  the  nine 
physicians  provided  for  in  this  act,  the  secretary  of  state  shall 
issue  to  each  of  them  a  certificate  of  his  appointment ;  and  within 
twenty  days  after  such  appointment  the  said  nine  persons  shall 
meet  in  the  city  of  Topeka,  and  they  shall  each  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  oath  prescribed  by  law  for  State  officers ;  which  oath 
shall  be  filed  with  the  secretary  of  state ;  aiid  thereupon  said 
board  shall  immediately  organize  by  electing  one  of  its  number 
president.  They  shall  also  elect  a  secretary,  and  said  secretary 
shall  be  the  executive  officer  of  said  board,  but  not  a  member 
thereof.  The  secretary  shall  execute  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,- 
000,  which  shall  be  filed  with  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  2.  The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  adopt  and  publish 
such  rules  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  this  act  effective  and 
facilitate  the  transaction  of  its  business.  It  shall  provide  a  seal, 
and  all  correspondence  and  papers  emanating  from  it  shall  be 
under  the  seal  of  said  board.  It  shall  meet  quarterly,  or  oftener 
if  deemed  necessary,  the  first  meeting  to  be  held  at  Topeka. 
The  annual  meeting  after  the  first  shall  be  held  at  Topeka  in 
June  of  each  year.  No  member  of  the  board  shall  receive  any 
compensation  for  services  rendered,  except  for  travelling  and 
other  necessary  expenses  while  employed  on  the  business  of  the 
board.  The  secretary  shall  receive  such 'compensation  as  may 
be  allowed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  approved  by  the 
governor. 
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Sbc.  3.  The  secretary  shall  hold  his  office  so  long  as  he  shall 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  thereof ;  but  may  be  removed  for 
just  cause  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  board.  He  shall  keep  a 
record  of  all  the  transactions  of  the  board,  shall  cpmmunicate 
with  other  State  Boards  of  Health,  and  with  the  Local  Boards  of 
Health  within  the  State. 

Sbc.  4.  The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  supervise  the 
health  interests  of  the  people  of  this  State.  They  shall  make 
careful  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  diseases,  epidemics,  investigate 
the  sources  of  mortality,  and  the  effects  and  localities,  employ- 
ments, conditions,  habits  and  surroundings,  on  the  health  of  the 
people.  They  shall  advise  officers  of  government,  or  other 
state  boards,  in  regard  to  the  location,  drainage,  water  supply, 
disposal  of  excreta,  heating  and  ventilation  of  public  buildings. 
They  shall  collect  and  preserve  such  information  relating  to 
forms  of  disease  and  death  as  may  be  useful  to  them. 

Skc.  5.  The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  supervise  the  regis- 
tration of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  and  also  the  registration 
of  forms  of  disease  prevalent  in  the  State,  and  the  secretary  shall 
superintend  the  registration  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  State. 
The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  also  prepare  the  forms  and  es- 
tablish the  rules  by  which  permits  for  transporting  the  dead 
bodies  of  persons  for  burial  beyond  the  county  where  the  death 
occurs,  and  in  all  cases  the  said  Board  of  Health  shall  require 
coupons  to  be  attached  to  such  permits,  to  be  detached  and  pre- 
served by  every  common  carrier,  or  the  person  in  charge  of  any 
vessel,  railroad  train  or  vehicle  to  which  dead  bodies  shall  be  de- 
livered for  transportation.  Any  violations  of  these  rules  shall 
subject  the  offender  to  a  fine  of  $10  for  each  offence. 

Sec.  6.  The  State  Board  of  Health  shall  appoint  committees 
or  engage  suitable  persons  to  render  special  sanitary  service,  to 
make  practical  or  scientific  investigations  and  examinations. 
And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  officers  and  agents 
having  the  control  of  any  public  work  to  permit  any  examination 
ordered  by  said  board,  and  the  members  of  said  board,  and  such 
other  officer  or  person  as  may  at  any  time  be  by  said  board  au- 
thorized, may  examine  and  survey  all  grounds,  erections,  vehi- 
cles, structures,  etc. 
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Sec.  7.  The  county  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  of 
this  State  shall  act  as  Loocal  Boards  of  Health  for  their  respec- 
tive counties.  Each  local  board  thus  created  shall  elect  a  health 
officer,  who  shall  be  a  member  of  the  board. 

Sec.  8.  Every  person  proposing  to  eng:age  or  to  continue  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  State  shall,  within  thirty  days 
after  the  organization  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  present  to 
the  secretary  of  said  board  a  diploma  from  a  legally  organized 
medical  college,  or  an  affidavit  or  other  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  applicant  is  a  graduate  in  medicine  from  such  school,  which 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  at  its  next  meet- 
ing; and,  if  satisfactory  to  said  board,  a  certificate  shall  be  given, 
which  certificate  shall  be  recorded  by  the  county  clerk,  and 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  and  this  certificate 
shall  be  conclusive,  evidence  of  the  right  of  the  owner  of 
the  same  to  practice  medicine  in  the  place  desigpaated  in  the 
certificate,  and  any  person  who  is  not  a  graduate  of  a  reputable 
school  of  medicine  shall  present  himself  before  the  State  Board 
of  Health  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  board,  and  submit  to 
such  elementary  and  practical  examination  by  the  Board  of  Health 
as  shall  test  the  qualifications  of  the  candidate  as  a  practitioner 
of  medicine,  surgery  and  obstetrics ;  and  every  candidate  passing 
a  satisfactory  examination  shall  receive  a  certificate.  This  act 
shall  not  apply  to  commissioned  officers  of  the  United  States 
army  or  navy  or  marine  hospital  service. 

Sec.  9.  Every  person  applying  for  a  certificate  as  provided 
for  in  this  act  as  a  graduate,  shall  pay  a  fee  of  $1 ;  and  every  per- 
son applying  for  a  certificate,  on  examination,  shall  pay  a  fee  of 
$10,  all  of  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury.  And 
every  person  practising  or  attempting  to  practice  medicine  in  this 
State  without  such  certificate  regularly  filed  with  the  clerk 
of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  shall,  upon  conviction, 
be  fined  not  less  than  $10  nor  more  than  $100  for  each 
and  every  offence,  to  which  may  be  added  imprison- 
ment not  to  exceed  ninety  days.  And  a  person  filing 
or  attempting  to  file  as  his  own  a  bogus  diploma  or  a  false 
affidavit  of  identification,  shall  be  subject  to  such  fine  or  im- 
prisonment  as   provided   by  the  statutes  of  this  State  for  the 
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crime  of  forgery,  and  shall  forfeit  all  right  to  practice  medicine 
in  this  State.  And  any  itinerant  physician  who  shall,  by  writing 
or  printing,  or  by  any  other  method  publicly  profess  to  cure  or 
treat  diseases,  injuries  or  deformities  shall  pay  to  the  state  treas- 
urer a  special  tax  of  $ioo  each  month  he  shall  practice ;  and  for 
every  failure  to  pay  such  tax  prior  to  engaging  in'  such  practice 
he  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  fined  not  less  than  $ioo  for  each 
offence,  or  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  ninety  days  in  t^e 
county  jail,  or  both. 

Ssc.  ID.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  physician  practising  his 
profession  in  the  State  of  Kansas  to  keep  a  record  of  the  deaths 
occurring  in  his  practice,  noting  the  form  of  the  disease,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health ;  and  any  failure 
to  do  so  will  subject  said  physician  to  a  fine  of  $io  for  each  of- 
fence. 

Sbc.  II.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  assessors  of  personal  proper- 
ty in  the  several  townships  and  wards  of  cities  throughout  the 
State  annually  to  collect  such  information  as  to  marriages,  births 
and  deaths  as  may  be  required  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Local  Boards  of  Health. 

Sbc.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  January  of  each  year,  to  make  a 
report  in  writing  to  the  governor  of  the  State  upon  the  vital 
statistics  and  the  sanitary  condition  and  prospects  of  the  State, 
and  shall  suggest  any  further  legislation  deemed  proper  for  the 
better  protection  of  life  and  health.  The  annual  report  of  said 
board  shall  contain  a  detailed  account  of  the  money  paid  out 
by  or  on  account  of  said  board  and  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
manner  of  its  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  but  the  amount 
shall  not  exceed  $5,000  in  any  year. 

Sec.  13.  All  prosecutions  under  this  act  shall  be  conducted 
by  the  county  attorney  for  the  county  in  which  the  offence  was 
committed,  in  the  court  having  jurisdiction;  and  all  fines  im- 
posed and  collected  shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury  to  the 
credit  of  the  school  fund. 

Note. — The  names  and  addresses  of  the  members  of  the 
Kansas  State  Board  of  Health  were  given  in  our  last  (May)  issue, 
page  239. 
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Two  Oases  of  Dangerous  HflBmorrhage  from  Buptare  of  the 
Vagina  daring  First  Gk)itas. — By  Paul  F.  MundI:,  M.  D., 
OP  New  York. 

Dr.  Chadwick's  case  of  *'  Rupture  of  the  Vagina  during 
Coitus,"  reported  in  the  issue  of  this  journal  for  April  30th ^ 
recalls  to  my  mind  two  cases  observed  by  me  and  reported  to 
the  New  York  Obstetrical  Society  at  the  time,  in  both  of  which 
very  severe  hemorrhage  occurred  from  a  rent  in  the  left  vaginal 
wall,  in  the  first  case  the  fissure  being  an  extension  of  the  physi- 
ological laceration  of  the  hymen.  The  comparative  rarity  of 
this  accident  (vaginal  rupture  and  bleeding  from  deep  fissures  of 
the  hymen  is  not  so  uncommon),  especially  in  young,  healthy 
women,  with  properly  shaped  and  normally  elastic  vaginae,  leads 
me  to  add  a  brief  report  of  my  cases  to  those  already  published. 

Case  I.  In  October,  188 1,  I  was  called  early  in  the  morning 
to  a  hotel  in  this  city  to  see  a  lady  who  had  been  married  on  the 
previous  day.  I  found  her  in  a  state  of  collapse,  pale,  with 
occasional  momentary  loss  of  consciousness,  all  due  to  a  violent 
haemorrhage  immediately  following  the  first  coition.  The  hus- 
band, a  physician  himself,  had  vainly  tried  to  arrest  the  haemor- 
rhage by  compression  and  persulphate  of  iron.  Inspection 
showed  blood  trickling  from  the  vaginal  orifice  and  a  slight  rent 
of  the  hymen  at  the  left  anterior  border,  which,  however,  did 
not  bleed  ;  digital  examination  revealed  a  vagina  distended  with 
coagula,  thus  indicating  that  the  blood  flowed  inward,  as  though 
from  an  internal  wound.  Placing  the  patient  on  the  left  side,  I 
introduced  Sims's  speculum,  cleared  the  vagina  thoroughly  of 
all  coagula,  and  then  at  once  saw  the  blood  spurting  from  a  deep 
fissure  about  an  inch  long,  which  extended  inward  from  the  nick 
in  the  hymen  to  the  left  and  parallel  with  the  urethra.  Tight 
tamponing  of  the  vagina  with  disks  of  alum-cotton,  carried 
down  to  the  very  vulva,  arrested  the  bleeding  at  once  and  per- 
manently, and  no  further  trouble  was  experienced.  Here  really 
the  rent  was  intravaginal,  its  starting-point  merely  being  the 
hymen. 

Case  II.  April  16,  1883,  I  was  called,  in  the  evening,  to  see 
a  lady  twenty- two  years  of  age,  married  the  day  before.  The 
messenger  said  she  was  bleeding,  and  I  suspected  a  similar  in- 
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jury  to  that  in  the  previous  case.  I  found  a  waxy-looking^ 
evidently  very  feeble  patient,  who  stated  that  coitus  had  been 
performed  but  once,  toward  morning,  had  been  rather  painful, 
that  she  then  went  to  sleep,  and  was  awakened  some  hours  later 
by  feeling  wet  about  the  genitals,  and  found  herself  lying  in  a 
pool  of  blood.  A  physician  was  sent  for,  who  gave  ergot,  but 
made  no  examination.  The  patient  continued  to  ooze,  and  an- 
other physician  was  sent  for,  who  ordered  ice  to  be  applied  over 
the  abdomen,  but  also  made  no  examination.  The  hsemorrhage 
continuing,  he  sent  for  me.  I  examined  her  by  gaslight,,  and 
could  detect  no  bleeding  spot  on  the  hymen.  The  examining 
finger  found  the  vagina  full  of  coagula.  Through  Sims's  spec- 
ulum the  va^^ina  was  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  a  deep  rent  fully 
two  and  a  half  inches  in  length  and  half  an  inch  in  depth  was  at 
once  seen  in  the  left  vaginal  wall,  extending  from  about  an  inch 
above  the  hymen  nearly  to  the  cul-de-sac.  The  edges  of  the 
rent  were  ragged,  and  its  base  bruised  and  torn,  A  firm  tam- 
ponade with  alum-cotton  disks  effectually  controlled  the  bleeding, 
and  when  the  patient  called  at  my  office,  a  week  later,  the 
wound  was  in  a  fair  way  toward  closure. 

In  neither  of  these  cases  did  there  seem  to  be  a  disproportion 
of  the  relative  organs,  nor  could  I  learn  that  any  unusual  vio« 
lence  had  been  used.  The  vaginae  were  apparently  perfectly 
healthy,  both  ladies  being  young  and  of  good  constitution. 

In  the  second  case  of  Zeiss,  quoted  by  Dr.  Chadwick,  the 
recent  confinement  of  the  woman  and  the  adhesion  of  the  cervix 
to  the  lacerated  side  of  the  vagina  would  readily  account  for  the 
friability  of  the  tissues,  as  would  also  the  senile  atrophy  of  the 
vagina  in  Dr.  Chadwick' s  own  case.  I  recollect  reading  a  simi- 
lar case  in  a  Canada  medical  journal  a  few  years  ago,  where  a 
sailor  had  been  away  from  home  for  nine  years,  and  on  first 
coition  with  his  wife  on  his  return  ruptured  her  vaginal  vault  to 
such  an  extent  that  she  had  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital  (in  Mon« 
treal,  I  believe),  and  came  near  dying.  She  had  not  as  yet,  if  I 
remember  correctly,  reached  the  menopause. 

It  is  strange  that  two  such  accidents  should  have  been  pro- 
duced by  sailors,  whose  reputation  for  abstinence,  when  away 
from  home,  is  not  of  the  best. 
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The  treatment  must  obviously  consist  in  the  tamponade,  re- 
peated as  long  as  danger  of  recurrence  exists,  or,  if  the  rent  is 
external,  where  a  vagina]  tampon  cannot  well  touch  it,  the  deep 
^utMTQ.— ^Boston  Med,  and  Surg.  JournaL 


Case  of  CsBsarian  Section  Performed  by  the  Patient  Herself. 

There  has  been  quoted  some  time  ago,  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Review^  an  account  of  a  Norwegian  who  took 
out  both  his  testicles,  which  certainly  required  some  nerve,  but 
the  report  below,  from  an  editorial  in  the  British  Medical 
yournaly  is,  we  think,  without  parallel. 

*'  The  following  remarkable  case  was  related  by  Dr.  von  Gug- 
genberg,  and  the  patient  exhibited,  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of 
Bohemian  physicians,  at  Tetchen.  On  September  28,  1876,  he 
was  summoned  at  two  in  the  morning  to  see  a  woman  who  was 
said  to  have  cut  open  her  abdomen.  He  found  the  patient  ly- 
ing in  a  miserable  house,  on  a  wretched  and  dirty  bed,  ex- 
hausted and  bloodless,  and  only  capable  of  making  affirmative 
and  negative  signs.  On  removing  a  dirty  petticoat  which  cov- 
ered her,  an  incised  wound  was  seen  on  the  right  side  of  the  ab- 
domeuy  passing  downwards  and  inwards,  from  which  a  some- 
what large  coil  of  intestine  protruded,  the  greater  part  of  which, 
covered  with  dried  blood,  rested  upon  a  dirty,  blood-soaked 
straw  sack.  Hemorrhage  seemed  to  have  ceased  from  every 
part  of  the  wound,  and  the  uterus  was  contracted  to  the  size  of 
a  child's  head.  A  fully  developed,  but  dead,  male  child  lay  be- 
tween the  patient's  knees.  Clean  linen  was  produced  from  a 
neighboring  house,  and,  with  a  piece  soaked  in  oil,  the  pro- 
truded intestines  were  carefully  wiped  and  returned,  and  the 
wound  sew^d  up,  the  peritoneum  being  included  with  the  skin. 
The  incision  was  about  three  and  one-half  inches  long,  and 
slightly  S-shaped.  It  was  dressed  with  a  five  per  cent,  carbolic 
solution,  fixed  with  strapping,  and  the  abdomen  was  carefully 
bandaged.  By  the  afternoon  the  patient  was  able  to  speak,  and 
next  day  the  history  was  taken.  She  had  hf|d  seven  children 
previously,  four  of  whom  had  been  born  without  medical  assist- 
ance, two  with  forceps,  and  one  after  craniotomy.  The  pains 
began  between  September  24th  and  95th,  ceased  in  the  after- 
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noon,  and  came  on  September  26th,  when  the  midwife  stated 
that  she  felt  the  presenting  head  on  vaginal  examination.  On 
September  27th  convulsions  came  on,  according  to  the  pa- 
tient's account,  accompanied  by  agonizing  pain  and  g^eat  dis- 
tention of  the  abdomen,  the  movements  of  the  child  ceasing. 
The  pain  and  distension  became  so  severe  that  the  patient  deter- 
mined to  perform  Caesarean  section,  of  which  she  had  heard. 
She,  therefore,  took  a  razor  and  divided  the  skin  slowly ;  she 
then  made  a  second  and  a  third  incision ;  and  finding  the  child 
not  yet  appearing,  made  another  cut,  which  caused  a  large  jet 
of  blood  to  escape,  and  exposed  the  placenta ;  this  she  re- 
moved. One  foot  of  the  child  came  into  view,  which  she  seized 
and  pulled  upon  until  the  whole  of  the  bo^y  came  through  the 
wound,  the  head  requiring  the  exertion  of  all  her  force.  She  ^ 
divided  the  umbilical  cord,  laid  the  child  (which  she  believed  to 
be  dead)  beside  her  on  the  bed,  and  threw  the  placenta  on  the 
floor.  She  had  passed  neither  urine  nor  feces  since  September 
24th.  The  progress  of  the  case  was  very  good ;  urine  was  passed 
on  the  afternoon  of  September  28th,  but  the  first  stool  not  till 
October  2nd.  The  pulse  reached  120  on  the  day  after  the  oper- 
ation, but  was  never  again  so  frequent ;  the  temperature  is  stated 
to  have  not  been  very  high  ;  and,  although  there  was  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  exudation  from  the  wound,  it  had  united  by 
October  3rd.  The  patient  soon  returned  to  work,  and  has  been 
ever  since  in  perfect  health." —  Weekly  Med.  Review. 


Indiana*!  Medical  Law. 

Senate  Bill  No.  18. — An  act  regulating  the  practice  of  tnedi- 
cine,  surgery  and  obstetrics,  providing  for  the  issuing  of  licenses 
to  practice,  defining  certain  misdemeanors,  providing  penalties, 
and  fixing  the  date  when  the  same  shall  take  effect. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Indiana^  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to> 
practice  medicine,  surgery  or  obstetrics  in  this  State  without  first 
obtaining  a  license  so  to  do,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  2.  Any  person  desiring  to  practice  medicine,  surgery,  or 
obstetrics,  in  this  State  shall  procure  from  the  clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  county  wherein  he  or  she  desires  to  practice. 
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ti  license  so  to  do,  which  license  shall  be  issued  to  such  person 
•only  when  he  or  she  shall  have  complied  with  the  following  con- 
ditions, to-wit:  When  such  applicant  shall  file  with  such  clerk 
his  or  her  affidavit,  and' the  affidavits  of  two  freeholders  or 
householders  of  the  county,  stating  that  such  applicant 'has  reg- 
ularly graduated  in  some  reputable  medical  college,  and  shall 
exhibit  to  such  clerk  the  diploma  held  by  such  applicant;  or 
when  such  applicant  shall  file  with  such  clerk  his  or  her  affi- 
davit, stating  that  he  or  she  has  resided  and  practiced  medicine, 
^surgery  and  obstetrics  in  this  State,  continuously,  for  ten  years 
immediately  preceding  the  date  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  act; 
or  when  such  applicant  shall  file  with  such  clerk  his  or  her  affi- 
davit, stating  that  he  or  she  has  resided  and  practiced^  medicine, 
surgery  and  obstetrics  in  this  State,  continuously,  for  three  years 
immediately  preceding  the  date  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  act, 
•and  had,  prior  to  said  date,  attended  one  full  course  of  lectures 
in  some  reputable  medical  college.  Such  applicant  shall  pay  to 
-such  clerk,  for  such  license,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
<:ents,  and  such  clerk  shall  record  such  license,  together  with  the 
name  of  the  college  in  which  such  applicant  graduated  and  the 
•date  of  his  or  her  diploma,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  such  pur- 
pose, and  which  shall  be  a  public  record.- 

Sec.  3.  Any  clerk  who  shall  issue  a  license  to  practice  medi- 
cine, surgery  or  obstetrics  to  any  person  who  has  not  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  Section  2  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  such  license,  or  one  procured  by  any 
false  affidavit,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  void. 

Skc.  4.  Any  person  who  shall  practice  medicine,  surgery  or 
obstetrics  in  this  State,  without  having  first  procured  from  the 
clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  county  wherein  he  or  she 
shall  so  practice,  a  license  as  provided  in  this  act  shaU  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof 
shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  ten  dollars,  nor  more 
than  two  hundred  dollars :  Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not  be 
-deemed  to  prohibit  women  from  practicing  obstetrics,  and  such 
-midwives  are  hereby  expressly  exempted  from  its  provisions. 
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Sec.  tj.  No  cause  of  action  shall  lie  in  favor  of  any  person 
for  services  as  physician,  surgeon  or  obstetrician,  who  had  not, 
prior  to  the  rendition  of  such  services,  procured  a  license  to 
practice,  as  herein  provided  for,  and  any  person  who  shall  pay 
any  sum  of  money  or  deliver  any  property  for  any  such  services 
to  any  person  who  is  not  so  licensed,  may  recover  the  same,  or 
the  value  thereof,  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  this 
State. 

Sec.  6.  The  following  shall  be  the  form  of  this  act:  The 
clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  shall  appropriately  fill  up  the 
blanks,   and  issue  the  same  under  the  seal -of  .their  "respective 

courts,  to-wit:     The  State  of  Indiana, County,  ss. :     I, 

,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  ,  in  said  State,  do 

hereby  certify   that  has  complied  with  the   laws  of  the 

State  of  Indiana  relating  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  surgery 
and  obstetrics,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  practice  medicine, 
surgery  and  obstetrics  in   said  county.     Witness  my  hand   and 

the  seal  of  said  court,  this day  of    ,  i8 — .     , 

Clerk. 

Skc.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  September,  1885. 

Premature   Labor. — By  Augustus  P.   Clarke,  M.  D.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Dr.  Clarke  reports  two  cases,  and  writes  as  follows  concern- 
ing the  methods  of  performing  the  operation :  The  plan  of  in- 
ducing premature  labor  by  the  introduction  of  a  flexible  gum 
elastic  bougie,  is  evidently  a  safe  and  easy  method.  My  expe- 
rience in  the  use  of  sponge  tents,  even  when  thoroughly  car- 
bolized,  for  dilating  the  cervix  for  any  purpose  whatever,  is  un- 
safe and  often  leads  to  irreparable  mischief.  For  a  long  time  I 
have  abandoned  their  use  altogether.  The  use  of  a  flexible 
gum  elastic ' bougie  is  more  scientific.  The  bougie  is  cleanly; 
its  presence  in  the  uterine  cavity,  across  the  fundus,  after  a  few 
hours,  will  often  excite  healthy  and  normal  uterine  contractions. 
In  any  cas^  where  any  unpleasant  or  any  constitutional  disturb- 
ances arise  from  its  presence,  it  can  be  readily  removed  by  the 
attendant,   or  the   patient   herself,  before   alarming  or  serious 


272  Abstracts. 

symptoms  supervene.  The  bougie  is  also  applicable  in  cases  in 
which  it  is  desirable  to  induce  abortion  for  the  relief  of  obstinate 
vomiting  of  pregnancy,  that  sometimes  threatens  the  life  of  the 
patient.  I  have  used  it  for  such  a  purpose,  and  have  found  it  a 
most  valuable  means  of  emptying  the  uterus  of  its  contents. 
Digital  dilatation,  when  carefully  and  judiciously  practiced,  is 
also  a  most  valuable  means  in  any  case  where  the  emptying  of 
the  uterus  is  urgently  and  speedily  demanded. 

An  important  consideration  in  a  case  where  the  induction  of 
premature  labor  is  required  is,  to  ascertain  when  the  time  has 
arrived  befyond  which  pregnancy  should  not  continue.  This  can 
only  be  decided  by  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  history  of 
the  case.  From  my  experience  in  the  above  cases,  as  well  as  from 
my  general  obstetric  practice,  I  would  state  that  in  no  case  should 
the  induction  of  premature  labor  be  undertaken  until  after  a 
most  thorough  study  or  knowledge  has  been  gained  of  a  previous 
pregnancy,  or  pregnancies,  for  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  ob- 
tain any  definite  and  reliable  knowledge  relative  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  pelvis  until  after  labor  is  well  advanced  or  imme- 
diately after  it  has  been  completed. — Medical  Times^  Jan.  24, 
1885. 

Salicylate  of  Sodium  in  Aonte  Cystiais. 

Borgehold  mentions,  in  the  Deutsche  Medicinische  Wocheu- 
schrift^  twenty  cases  of  acute  cystitis  in  which  he  produced  good 
results  by  the  internal  administration  of  this  drug.  During  the 
first  three  days  of  the  treatment  he  gives  a  half  gramme  every 
two  hours;  for  the  succeeding  eight  days  , he  gives  the  same 
quantity  thrice  daily.  The  writer  asserts  that  with  this  method 
he  is  able  to  dispense  entirely  with  irrigation  of  the  bladder,  and 
that  in  none  of  the  cases  thus  treated  has  the  disease  become 
chronic. — N.  T,  Med.  Jour. 


Dysentery  of  Children. — ^Ergot. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  dysentery  in  children  reported  by  Dr. 
G.  I.  Magruder  (  Va,  Med,  Monthly)  were  treated  with  fluid 
extract  of  ergot,  five  to  twenty  drops  four  or  five  times  a  day. 
All  were  either  entirely  relieved  or  much  improved- 
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Medioal  Books  and  Surgical  Instruments. 

We  will  furnish  medical  books  and  surgical  instruments,  in- 
cluding batteries  of  all  kinds,  to  all  students  of  the  American 
Medical  College,  who  are  also  subscribers  of  the  American 
Medical  Journal,  at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent,  from  reg- 
ular prices.  In  all  cases  the  cash  must  accompany  the  order, 
and  the  purchas.er  must  pay  the  express  charges,  or  postage,  as 
the  case  may  be.  , 


Dr.  W.  H.  Hale  and  Health  and  Home. 

In  our  last  issue  we  referred  to  this  man,  but  for  fear  some  of 
our  readers  may  see  Dr.  Hale's  paper  who  did  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  reading  our  May  number,  we  again  warn  everybody 
against  Dr.  Hale  and  his  paper.  He  deceived  us,  and  has  been 
trying  to  injure  the  good  name  of  the  American  Medical  Col- 
lege. From  the  way  he  writes,  we  take  it  that  he  is  in  with 
Field  in  trying  to  crush  our  cause  in  the  West ;  but  if  this  is 
their  game,  they  have  commenced  a  hard  task.  Field  tried  long 
and  hard  to  down  the  respectable/  side  of  Eclecticism  in  the 
West,  but  he  made  a  signal  failure,  and  it  is  a  waste  of  time  and 
money  for  him  and  Hale  to  renew  this  fight.  All  who  read 
Hale's  paper  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  the  whole  matter 
is  a  personal  one,  and  that  what  he  says  about  the  American 
Medical  College  has  no  foundation  of  truth  in  it.  This  college 
has  a  reputation  that  such  men  as  Hale  and  Field  cannot  shake. 
We  should  not  say  a  word  about  this  matter  if  we  thought  no- 
body but  Field  was  concerned  in  it,  for  he  cannot  hurt  anybody ; 
but  Hale  is  comparatively  a  new  man,  and  we  are  obliged  to 
show  him  up  a  little. 

For  further  information  about  this  Dr.  W.  H.  Hale,  we  refer 
our  readers  to  Lum  Smith,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Public 
Herald^  706  Chestnut  St.,  Phila.,  Pa.  The  following  are  clip- 
pings from  the  Herald: 
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"We  earnestly  appeal  to  all  publishers  who  ha^  thoughtlessly 
endorsed  or  advertised  Health  and  Home^  Washington,  D.  C, 
W.  H.  Hale,  editor,  alias  "  Dr.  Carson,"  alias  '*  Dr.  Lightfoot," 
to  now  caution  their  subscribers  and  friends  to  avoid  the  vile 
quack,  and  we  appeal  also  to  publishers,  and  the  people  in  gen- 
eral, to  send  us  (in  confidence)  any  copies  of  Heaith  and 
Home^  circulars,  letters,  etc.,  received  from  Hale  or  Cafson, 
and  any  information  they  can  hear  of  to  aid  us  in  thwarting 
Hale's  wicked  work.  Hale  will  soon  be  numbered  with  the 
thousands  of  cheats  and  swindlers  which  the  editor  of  the  Her^ 
aid  has,  during  the  past  nine  years,  shown  such  a  fondness  for 
"sajting  away." 

"Twenty-five  dollars  reward  will  be  paid  any  person  who  sub- 
scribed for,  and  received  through  the  mail,  Health  and  Home 
for  May,  June  and  July,  1883. 

Write  your  name  on  each  copy  of  the  paper  and  wrapper,  and 
send  by  registered  mail  to  Lum  Smith, 

Editor  Herald^  706  Chestnut  St.,  Phila. 

These  three  numbers  of  Hale's  paper  were  particularly  filthy, 
so  much  so,  we  understand,  that  Hale  or  Delevah  came  very 
near  being  arrested  by  New  York  authorities,  whose  attention 
was  called  thereto,  and  it  is  said  that  the  energetic  officer  who 
went  to  arrest  them  on  the  charge  of  "obscenity"  came  back 
"converted.*' 

Hale  left  the  paper  at  Port  Chester  in  charge  of  his  old  "ex- 
priest,"  "sacerdotal"  and  "audacious"  enemy,  we  beg  pardon, 
we  mean  Hale's  "chum,"  and  started  out  again  on  a  "cure  all  '* 
expedition,  getting  arrested,  and  skipping  from  place  to  place 
to  prevent  other  arrests,  until  about  September,  i884,  when  he 
returned  to  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ,  and  a  short  time  thereafter  left 
his  "ex-priest"  chum,  and  established  himself  with  the  vile 
sheet,  Health  and  Home^  in  Washington,  D.  C.  And  what  a 
disgrace  to  our  boasted  free  government,  sanctity  and  purity  of 
the  mails,  and  commentary  on  personal  liberty,  that  such  a  rascal 
as  W.  H.  Hale  should  be  permitted  to  carry  on  his  .nefarious 
practices  at  the  capital  of  the  Nation!" 


The  National  Association. 

« 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  call  for  a  large 
gathering  at  Altoona.  Profs.  Stratford  and  Wilder,  as  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary,  have  issued  a  strong,  urgent  and  persuasive 
proclamation,  and  we  sincerely  hope  the  meeting  may  be  a  suc- 
cessful one.     For  several  years  we  have  been  in  regular  attend- 


Editorial.  275 

ance,  and  but  for  the  affliction  in*  our  own  family  we  should  be 
at  Altoon&  this  year;  but  the  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  Pitzer, 
who  has  been  confined  to  her  room  for  two  months  past,  will 
absolutely  prevent  our  attendance  this  year.  We  already  feel 
lonesome,  and  regret  so  much  that  we  cannot  be  present,  but 
we  must  submit. 

Since  our  connection  with  the  National  Association  we  have 
done  our  best  to  forward  its  interests  in  every  way.  We  may 
have  differed  with  some  of  its  leading  members  and  officers  re- 
garding certain  matters,  but  we  have  never  permitted  these  dif- 
ferences to  interfere  with  friendly  relations  and  unity  of  action 
in  the  general  cause.  What  we  do,  we  do  earnestly,  and  when 
we  say,  we  say  what  we  mean,  and  say  nothing  for  the  sake  of 
saying.  ^     . 

Again,  we  hope  the  meeting  at  Altoona  will  be  a  profitable 
one,  that  some  Pennsylvania  man  may  be  elected  President, 
James  Anton,  Treasurer,  and  Alexander  Wilder,  Secretary. 
These  are  our  sentiments.  Success  to  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association ! 


Electricity  as  a  Bemedial  Agent. 

-  Since  the  publication  of  our  book  upon  this  subject,  we  have 
had  numerous  questions  put  to  us  regarding  the  use  of  electric- 
ity, the  best  battery  to  employ,  and  the  class  of  cases  to  which 
this  measure  is  best  adapted,  etc.  In  fact,  there  is  scarcely  a  day 
passes  that  somebody  does  not  ask  us  some  questions  upon  this 
subject ;  and  in  reply  to  many  questions  at  once,  we  take  pleas- 
ure in  saying  that  we  have  prepared,  in  pamphlet  form,  some 
practical  information  regarding  the  best  electrical  supplies  for 
general  and  special  practitioners.  In  this  pamphlet  we  describe 
the  kind  of  battery  to  use  in  certain  cases,  and  name  the  classes 
of  cases  to  which  electrical  treatment  is  adapted  and  where  it 
will  prove  remedial  or  curative.  We  send  these  pamphlets  to 
everybody,  _/r^tf  of  charge  or  postage,  if  we  only  know  they  are 
wanted.  Send  us  an  order,  and  we  will  forward  the  pamphlet 
entitled  *'  Electricity  as  a  Remedial  Agent." 

Address  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D., 
mo  Chambers  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine. — By  Nathan  Smith 
Davis,  A.M.,  M.  D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Chicago  Medical  College, 
and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Mercy  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
In  one  volume,  octavo,  pp.  896.  Price  in  cloth,  $5.00;  in 
sheep,  $6.00.     Jansen,  McClurg  &  Co.,  Chicago. 

The  author  of  this  work  is  an  educated,  experienced  prac- 
titioner and  teacher  of  medicine,  and  in  the  association  to  which 
he  belongs  he  stands  at  the  head.  He  is  a  regular  of  most  regu- 
lar sort,  and  has  no  charity  or  sympathy  for  what  he  calls  irregu- 
lars. Laying  all  this  aside,  Prof.  Davis,  in  the  form  of  lectures, 
has  furnished  us  with  a  great  deal  of  good  reading,  and  there 
is  much  in  his  book  that  will  entertain  all  classes  of  physicians. 
His  practice  has  been  among  the  people  of  the  West,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  high  authority  upon  subjects,  embracing  the  dis- 
eases incident  to  this  country.^ 


A  Guide  to  the  Diseases  of  Children. — By  James  Fred- 
erick Goodhart,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  T.,  Assistant  Physician  to 
Guy's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Pathology  in  its  Medical 
School,  etc.  Revised  and  edited  by  Louis  Starr,  M.D.,  Clin- 
ical Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  Hospital  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  With  Formulae,  izmo.,  pp.  738. 
Philadelphia:  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.  Price,  cloth,  $3.00; 
leather,  $4.00. 

This  is  an  excellent  book  for  reference,  and  as  the  diseases  of 
children  are  many  times  apparently  obscure,  it  is  well  enough  to 
have  good  books  to  refer  to  in  times  of  doubt  and  need.  This 
is  a  good  book. 

Human  Osteology. — Comprising  a  Description  of  the  Bones 
with  Delineations  of  the  Attachments  of  the  Muscles,  the  Gen- 
eral and  Microscopical  Structure  of  Bone  and  its  Develop- 
ment. By  Luther  Holden,  Ex-President  and  Member  of  the 
Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Eng- 
land ;  Consulting  Surgeon  of  Saint  Bartholomew's  and  the 
Foundling  Hospitals;  assisted  by  James  Shuter,  F.  R.  C.  S.. 
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M.  A.,  M.  B.,  Cantab.,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Free 
(lospital,  Late  Demonstrator  of  Physiology  and  Assistant  De- 
monstrator of  Anatomy  at  Saint  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
With  numerous  illustrations.  Sixth  Edition.  New  York. 
William  Wood  &  Co.,  56  &  58  Lafayette  Place.  1885. 
This  is  another  volume  of  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Au- 
thors, the  January  number,  and  is  a  fine  book.    . 

Kirk's  Hand-Book  of  Physiology. — By  W.  Morrant  Baker, 
F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Lecturer  on 
Physiology  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  etc.,  and  Vincent 
Harris,  M.D.,  London,  Demonstrator  of  Physiology  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital.  Eleventh  edition,  with  nearly  500  illus- 
trations. Two  volumes  of  about  400  pages  each.  8vo.  New 
York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  Cincinnati:  R.  Clark  &  Co. 
Price,  $1.25  per  volume. 

These  two  volumes  form  the  February  and  March  numbers  of 
Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Authors  for  1885.  The 
work,  as  issued  by  other  publishers  in  a  single  volume,  sells  for 
not  less  than  five  or  six  dollars.  The  subscribers  to  Wood's 
Library— 'twelve  volumes  in  a  year  for  fifteen  dollars — get  it  for 
one-half  the  usual  price. 

We  have  frequently  referred  to  Wood's  Library  of  Standard 
Authors,  and  again  insist  that  this  is  a  very  cheap  method  of 
building  up  a  first-class  library.     The  books  before  us  are  a  credit 

to  any  physician's  study. 

/  ^ ^ 

Lectures  on  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  Especially 

IN  Women. — By  S.  Wier  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences,  Physician*  to  the  Orthopedic 
Hospital  and  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 
etc.  Second  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  With  five 
plates.  8vo.  Pp.  387.  Philadelphia.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co. 
Price,  $1.75. 

Dr.  Mitchell's  reputation  is  established  as  a  careful  and  relia- 
ble observer,  and  his  writings  are  highly  appreciated  by  all  who 
have  any  acquaintance  with  him.  The  book  before  us  is  a  prac- 
tical one,  and  is  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  general  practi- 
tioner as  well  as  the  specialist. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  PARAORAPHS. 


Induction  of  Prematnre    Labor.^By  T.   Gaillard   Thomas, 
M.  D.,  New  York. 

From  a  lecture  published  in  the  Med,  and  Surg,  Rep,^  Feb. 
14,  1885,  we  abstract  the  following:  The  method  of  inducing 
premature  labor  which  I  now  invariably  adopt  is  very  sample, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  a  perfectly  efficient  one.  The  patient  is 
placed  across  the  b^d,  with  the  buttocks  resting  near  the  edge, 
and  under  her  is  arranged  a  large  piece  ot  rubber  or  oil-cloth  in 
such  a  way  as  to  drain  into  a  tub  below  on  the  floor.  In  this 
tub  we  jJut  one  or  two  gallons  of  water  at  a  temperature  of 
98°  F.  The  operator  stands  bet>veen  the  thighs  of  the  patient, 
whose  knees  should  be  properly  supported,  and  employing  a 
syringe  with  a  long  nozzle,  which  is  carried  up  as  far  into  the 
cervical  canal  as  it  will  go,  he  keeps  a  steady  stream  directly 
against  the  membranes.  In  the  course  of  ten  minutes  the  os 
will  be  the  size  of  a  silver  half  dollar,  and  when  dilatation  to 
this  extent  has  been  accomplished,  he  is  to  insert  a  gum  catheter 
between  the  membranes  and  the  uterine  walls.  The  patient  is 
then  pat  in  bed,  and  that  is  all. 

This  operation  constitutes  one  of  the  greatest  advances  that 
have  ever  been  made  in  the  obstetric  art,  and  it  is  certainly  no 
mean  triumph  to  be  able  thus  to  preserve  a  human  life  which, 
without  its  aid,  would  have  been  inevitably  lost.  I  can  point  to 
at  least  two  dozen  children  in  this  city  who  by  this  means  were 
saved  from  an  untimely  fate.  When  the  infant  has  been  deliv- 
ered before  full  term,  it  should  not  be  washed  and  otherwise 
treated  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  nurses,  but  should  be  carefully 
wrapped  in  warm  cotton  and  allowed  to  remain  in  it,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  room  in  the  meanwhile  being  brought  up  to 
nearly  one  hundred  degrees.  . 


The  Needlessness  of  the  Fear  of  Cholera. 

It  will  be  found  during  the  coming  spring  that  the  prospect 
even  of  an  epidemic  of  cholera  works  considerable  harm.  The 
agitation  over  the  subject  has  aroused  the  people,  and  has  not 
only  stimulated  health  officials,  but  has  infused  among  the  peo- 
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plea  very  wide-spread  fear  of  the  expected  disease.  Indeed, 
there  is  in  many  nervous  persons  an  almost  panicky  condition  of 
mind,  while  even  the  most  intelligent  have  an  exaggerated  view 
of  the  direful  possibilities  which  the  coming  reason  holds  out. 
The  result  is  that  nearly  all  the  families  which  usually  leave  the 
city  in  the  summer  are  now  planning  to  leave  it  much  earlier 
than  is  customary.  Medical  men  will  be  among  the  first  to  feel 
this,  in  the  earlier  decrease  of  work  and  income  which  the  sum- 
mer season  brings. 

We  have  felt  it  to  be  the  wisest  plan,  and,  indeed,  our  bounden 
duty,  to  urge  as  strongly  as  possible  the  need  of  setting  on  foot 
the  most  thorough  'preventive  measures  against  cholera.  To 
spend  money  to  keep  out  the  disease  is  by  far  the  cheapest  and 
most  humane  plan.  If,  now,  the  disease  does  not  come,  at  least 
duty  will  have  been  done,  and  the  people  will  have  received 
some  useful  lessons  in  sanitation. 

It  should  be  understood,  however,  that  the  probability  of  there 
being  any  extensive  outbreaks  of  cholera  in  this  country  during 
the  coming  year  is  small,  while  the  probability  of  any  but  spor- 
adic cases  appearing  in  this  city  is  very  remote  indeed.  The 
cholera  is  now  in  the  third  year  of  its  travels  from  India,  and  its 
virulence  is  waning.  This  was  shown  by  the  small  extent  of  its 
ravages  in  Paris  last  fall. 

There  is  absolutely  no  need  for  alarm,  or  of  early  decamp- 
ments into  cold  and  insalubrious  summer  hotels.  It  is  necessary 
to  repeat,  also,  the  statement  that  cholera  is  not  a  contagious 
disease,  like  scarlet  fever  and  measles.  Its  presence  in«cities  of 
India,  where  it  is  endemic,  creates  no  more  alarm  or  comment 
than  does  the  presence  of  diphtheria  with  us. — Med,  Record^ 

Mar.  21,  1885. 

» 

Death  from  the  Cold  Douche.  —  BvL.  C.  Armstrong,  M.  D., 
Taylorvtlle,  Ills. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1885,  Mrs.  S.,  a  widow,  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  pregnant  in  the  fifth  month  with  her  second  child, 
met  her  death-under  the  following  startling  circumstances: 

On  the  afternoon  ot  the  above  date,  Mrs.  S.,  while  entirely 
alone,  took  advantage  of  the  absence  of  her  parents  to  try  what 
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virtue  there  might  be  in  the  cold  douche,  when  directed  against 
the  OS  uteri,  toward  producing  an  abortion.  She  had,  a  few 
days  before,  expressed  to  her  sister  the  desire  for  riddance  from 
her  present  condition,  wishing  to  be  .delivered  of  the  child  in 
utero. 

For  two  hours  her  parents  were  absent  on  that  afternoon, 
from  3  to  5  o'clock.  On  their  return  they  at  once,  on  entering 
the  house,  missed  their  daughter,  Mrs..  S.,  in  whose  care  they 
had  left  their  home  during  their  absence ;  on  making  search  for 
her,  they  sought  her  bed-chamber ;  finding  the  door  locked,  an 
entrance  was  forced.  A  sad  sight  met  their  gaze.  There  lay 
the' dead  body  of  the  daughter,  whom  they  had  left  in  perfect 
health  not  three  hours  before.  Between  her  limbs  was  a  basin 
of  cold  water  in  which  lay  a  Davidson  syringe. 

No  post-mortem  examination  was  made,  but  the  testimony 
before  the  coroner  and  jury  proved  very  clearly  that  no  drug  had 
been  taken.  It  was  evidently  a  case  of  death  from  shock  pro- 
duced by  the  stream  of  cold  water  thrown  with  criminal  intent 
into  the  vagina  nnd  against  the  congested  os  of  a  pregnant 
uterus. 

The  patient  was  an  extremely  healthy  lady  who  had  suffered 
but  little  in  her  first  labor,  and  that  this  ^strong  constitution 
should  so  suddenly  succumb  to  the  cold  douche  should  indeed 
be  a  warning  to  women  of  the  danger  in  the  use  of  so  simple  an 
instrument  as  the  Davidson  S3rringe. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 


Typho-Malarial  Fevers. 

The  prefix  "typho"  is  proper  in  a  certain  class  of  fevers 
quite  common  to  the  South  and  other  portions  of  this  country, 
where  malarial  influences  are  rife  or  common.  Previous  to  Dr. 
Woodward  giving  the  combination  of  symptoms  the  title  it  now 
bears,  it  was  called  bilious  fever,  with  a  strong  predisposition  to 
typhoid  malarial  fever,  and  a  strong  predisposition  to  typhoid 
slow  fever,  etc.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  wise  addition  to  our 
nomenclature,  as  it  defines  a  group  of  symptoms  not  well  under- 
stood (so  far  as  I  know)  previous  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward's  able 
paper  on  the  subject  Hereis  a  case  in  point:  This  patient  has 
been  lingering  for  five  or  six  days ;  complains  of  pajn  in  the  head, 
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back  and  limbs ;  urine  high  color ;  tongue  coated  brown  in  cen- 
ter, pinched  or  contracted,  edges  red,  and  in  protruding  it  cups 
up  and  is  slightly  tremulous.     She  has  taken  a  dose  of  patent 
pills,  which  produced  h^percath arsis.     Marked  tenderness  over 
bowels,  and  temperature  ranging  from  ioi°  to  104®.     Turpen- 
tine stupes  to  bowels.     Aconite,  gtt.  x. ;  spts.  nitr.  dulcis,  gss. ; 
potass,  brom.,  grs.  xc. ;    aqua  q.  s.  to  make  Jjv.      Teaspoonful 
every  two  hours  until  patient  gets  quiet  and  skin  is  moist.     Bis. 
sub-nitr.,  grs.  xl. ;    pepsin,  grs.  xl. ;    oleum  terebinth.,  gtt.  Ix.  ; 
tinct.  opii.,  gtt.  xl. ;    oleum  ricini,   3j- »    aqua  tepida  q.  s.  to- 
make  ^iv.,  with  sufficient  sacch.  alb.  and  pulvis  acacia;  to  fym 
emulsion.     Sig.  Two  teaspoonfuls  every  four  hours.      Quinine, 
grs.  X.  three  times  a  day.      The  bowels  were  checked,   tongue* 
was  cleansed  and  patient  clear  of  fever  on  the  fourth  day  after 
the   above   treatment.     Now  was  this   a  well  defined  case  of 
typhoid  fever?  or  was  it  a  case  of  the  so-called  malarial  fever? 
Verily  it  was  neither,  but  a  combination  of  the  two,  with  the 
typhoid  element  predominating.     Had  this  been  a  case  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  it  would  not  have  yielded  in  so  short  a  time  to  the 
treatment,  neither  would  the  temperature  even  have  been  so  well 
marked  had  it  been  bilious  remittent.     The  patent  pills  would 
not  have  produced  so  much  hypercatharsis,  but  it  is  quite  likely 
the  pills  would  have  produced  no  perceptible  action,  as  only  two 
were  taken.     (I  do  not  remember  whose  pills  were  taken.)     I 
am  treating  these  fevers  daily,  and  I  am  certain,  from  close  ob- 
servation at  the  bedside,  that  thej^  truly  represent  a  combination 
of   symptoms   that   Dr.   Woodward's  prefix   "  typho-malarial " 
fully  and  satisfactorily  represents. 

W.  S.  Bain,  Caddo  Mills,  Texas. 


Dysentery. 

Regarding  acute  dysentery,  Prof.  Da  Costa  says  the  best 
treatment  is  ipecac.,,  not  to  exceed  gr.  xx.  every  two  or  three 
hours,  guarded  with  opium,  and  he  has  very  marked  results  from 
this  plan.  It  is  especially  good  in  puerperal  dysentery,  as  Prof. 
Bartholow  has  pointed  out.  The  opium  plan  (gr.  ss.  every  twa 
hours)  is  good.  Next  is  Bochelle  salts,  one  ounce  in  divided 
doses  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  and  less  thereafter.     This- 
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'does  not  preclude  the  simultaneous  use  of  small  doses  of  opium. 
Both  the  ipecac,  and  the  saline  purgative  plans  should  be  aban- 
•doned  in  two  days  if  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  patient  is 
seen ;  they  are  rapid  or  valueless  in  their  action.  Next  comes 
bismuth  subnitrate,  gr.  x-xx.  every  two  or  three  hours.  The 
4ise  of  ice-water  injections  three  or  four  times  a  day  was  origi- 
nated by  him  some  years  ago;  they  are  very  valuable.  Sina- 
pisms are  useless  and  blisters  harmful. — Med.  Chronicle, 


Ehenmatism. 

pr.  Dumars,  of  Peoria,  reports  the  case  of  a  man  about  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  the  janitor  of  the  building  in  which  his  office  is 
located,  who  had  been  a  sufferer  from  rheumatism  for  nearly  ten 
years.  The  attacks  were  very  frequent  and  very  severe,  often 
necessitating  the  use  of  crutches,  and  would  not  yield  to  treat- 
ment with  any  degree  of  certainty.  During  the  paroxysms  re- 
lief from  pain  was  secured  only  by  the  use  of  morphine.  Having 
received  a  sample  bottle  of  Tongaline,  he  gave  it  to  his  patient, 
wrho  derived  so  much  benefit  from  the  use  of  its  contents  that  he 
took  the  remedy  regularly.  Having  used  three  bottles  within 
four  weeks,  he  found  himself  entirely  free  from  the  complaint, 
and  have  experienced  no  recurrence  since,  although  eighteen 
months  has  past,  and  he  has  been  able  to  attend  to  all  his  duties 
•during  two  very  severe  winters. 


The  Iowa  State  Eclectic  Medjcal  Society. 

To  the  Eclectic  Physicians  of  Iowa  ;^— We  herewith  hand 
you  the  announcement  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Iowa  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  to  be  held  at  Grinnell, 
Iowa,  June  3rd  and  4th,  1885. 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  meeting  be  made  the  largest  yet  held, 
and  to  this  end  is  urged  the  hearty  support  and  co-operation  of 
■every  member  of  the  society,  hoping  each  will  contribute  earnest 
personal  effort  to  make  this  a  memorable  event  in  the  history  of 
the  association,  and  one  that  will  reflect  credit  to  the  cause  of 
Eclecticism  in  the  State. 

It  is  hoped  each  member  will  extend  this  invitation  to  worthy 
physicians  in   sympathy  with  us,  in   the  respective  locality  of 
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each,  and  urg^e  the  necessity  of  their  attendance  at  the  meeting. 

It  Is  expected  that  Prof.  A.  J.  Howe,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
will  be  present  and  give  a  public  address  on  the  evening  of  the 
3rd,  to  be  followed  by  a  Reception  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Harris. 

•The  Museum  of  Grinnell  College — one  of  the  finest  in  the 
West —  will  be  open  to  the  society. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  are  negotiating  for  reduced 
rates  at  hotels  and  on  all  lines  of  railroad. 

Come  all,  and  devote  two  full  days  to  the  goodbf  the  cause. 

At  our  last  Annual  Meeting  a  Bureau  was  formed  for  the 
classification  of  all  written  articles  to  come  before  the  society, 
and  the  following  named  physicians  were  elected  chairmen  of 
the  various  departments : 

CHAIRMEN  OF  BUREAUS. 

Bureau  of  Surgery — Dr.  O.  P.  Shoemaker,  Des  Moines. 
Bureau  of  Bye  and  Ear — ^Dr.  Levi  D.  Johnson,  Oskaloosa. 
Bureau  of  Throat  and  Lungs — Dr.  E.  H.  Harris,  Grinnell. 
Bureau  of  Nervous  Diseases — Dr.  C.  J.  Cook. 
Bureau  of  Physiology — Dr.  D.  T.  Richards,  Tama  City. 
Bureau  of  Skin  Diseases — Dr.  James  Miller,  Rockwell  City. 
Bureau  of  Anatomy — Dr.  H.  O.  Conaway,  Des  Moines. 
Bureau  of  Practice  of  Medicine — Dr.  E.  H.  Carter,  Des  Moines. 
Bureau  of  Materia  Medica — Dr.  J.  A.  Martin,  Des  Moines. 
Bureau  of  Medical  yurisprudence — Dr.  Miller,  Correctionville. 
Bureau  of  Gyncecology — Dr  J.  A.  McKlveen,  Chariton. 
-    Gentlemen,  with  a  little  extra  exertion  on  your  part  in  solicit- 
ing assistance  from  the  members,  you  can  make  your   several 
departments  interesting  and  instructive.  • 

A  fine  case  of  dissecting  instruments  will  be  presented  to  the 
chairman  whose  department  is  best  represented  with  meritorious 
articles.  A.  C.  Sherwood,  M.  D.,  Pres.^ 

A.  D.  MoxLEY,  M.  D.,  Cor.  Sec'y,  Marshalltown,  la. 

Kellogg,  Ta. 

XTrtioaria  and  Dyspepsia. 

The  relation  between  these  two  affections  is  well  illustrated  in 
a  case   reported  in  the  medical  press,  Medical  and  Surgical 
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Rep.^  by  Dr.  Banham,  who  gives  brief  notes  of  a  case  of  urtica- 
ria occurring  in  an  intelligent  woman,  set.  25,  which  had  recurr- 
ed almost  daily  for  two  years  past,  and  which  had  been  accom- 
panied frequently  with  dysphagia  to  such  a  degree  that  when  she 
sat  down  to  a  meal  swallowing  was  often  found  impossible,  and 
the  attempt  induced  such  serious  attacks  of  choking  that  those 
around  were  greatly  alarmed.  The  patient  had  never  shown  any 
indication  of  hysteria.  Dr.  Banham  saw  this  patient  for  the  first 
time  three  weeks  ago.  He  gave  her  careful  directions  as  to  diet 
and  attention  to  the  state  of  the  bowels,  and  ordered  her  a  mix- 
ture of  bismuth  and  nux  vomica,  to  be  taken  before  meals. 
Within  a  day  or  two  the  attacks  of  urticaria  subsided,  as  well  as. 
the  dysphagia.  He  thought  it  not  impossible  that  the  difficulties 
of  swallowing  had  arisen  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
throat  being  affected  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  skin. 


Hamamelis  Virginica  in  HsBmorrhage  from  tbe  Bowels. 

Mr.  Richard  Halpin  reports,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 
for  Jan.  31st,  1885,  the  following  case,  which  illustrates  the 
value  of  Hamamelis  Virginica  in  the  treatment  of  haBmorrhage. 
The  case  was  that  of  a  cabinet-maker,  aged  forty-four,  who  had 
been  subject  for  eight  years  to  bleeding  from  the  rectum.  In 
1877  he  suffered  from  an  attack  of  pleurisy  of  the  right  side,  and 
during  convalescence  noticed  that  he  was  passing  blood  in  his 
motions  in  considerable  quantities.  The  haemorrhage  was 
periodic,  coming  on  in  alternate  months,  lasting  four  weeks  at  a 
time.  The  blood  was  passed  in  the  morning,  immediately  after 
the  bowels  had  been  relieved.  It  was  bright  red  in  color,  usually 
fluid,  but  sometimes  coagulated,  and  amounted  to  about  two 
ounces.  The  patient's  general  health  suffering  considerably,  he 
was  reduced  to  a  condition  of  great  debility,  and  was  forced  to 
seek  advice  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  He  was  found,  on 
examination,  to  be  free  from  piles,  fistulas,  etc.,  and  was  treated^ 
with  little  or  no  benefit,  as  an  out-patient.  In  November  he  was 
admitted  as  an  in-patient  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Thoracic 
Diseases,  and  was  found  to  have  taken  almost  every  drug  in  the 
pharmacopoeia.  But  the  haemorrhage  still  continued.  Knowing 
the  value  of  hamamelis  in  these  cases,  it  occurred  to  Mr.  Halpin 
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that  the  aqueous  distillate  of  the  fresh  bark,  known  as  hazeline, 
might  be  of  use,  and  he  accordingly  injected  an  ounce,  diluted 
with  a  small  quantity  of  water,  into  the  patient's  rectum,  giving 
at  the  same  time  half  a  drachm  by  the  mouth  every  three  hours. 

The  bleeding  was  at  once  arrested,  and  although  the  patient 
remained  for  some  weeks  under  observation,  there  was  no  return 
of  his  old  trouble. 

This  case,  even  though  an  accurate  diagnosis  is  lacking,  we 
venture  to  think,  affords  conclusive  proof  that  we  have  in  Hama- 
melis  Virginica  a  drug  which  may  be  relied  on  for  the  treatment 
of  a  very  obstinate  class  of  cases.  Mr,  Halpin  also  mentions 
the  fact  that  equally  good  results  have  in  his  hands  attended  its 
use  in  cases  of  pulmonary  haemorrhage. —  Therapeutic  Gazette, 


TTrethral  Spasm  in  the  Female  Relieved  by  Cocaine. 

Dr.  George  Newell  Hall  writes  that  he  was  called  to  see  a  mar- 
ried lady,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  was  suffering  from  reten- 
tion of  urine  and  considerable  pain.  She  stated  that  she  had  been 
subject  to  these  attacks  from  childhood,  and  had  taken  opium  for 
their  relief  from  the  time  she  was  thirteen  years  old.  The  spasms 
lasted,  as  a  rule,  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  were  accompanied 
with  considerable  pain  and  a  constant  desire  to  urinate.  An  at- 
tempt to  pass  a  catheter  was  unsuccessful.  A  grain  and  a  half 
of  cocaine  was  then  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water,  and  the 
catheter  being  introduced  as  far  as  the  obstruction,  about  half  of 
the  solution  was  injected  into  the  urethra.  In  about  five  minutes 
the  catheter  was  again  introduced,  and  passed  with  ease  into  the 
bladder. — N,  Y,  Med,  Record^  March  21,  1885. 

♦       

A  Hew,  BacceeBfnl  and  Palatable  Medicine  for  the  Treatment  of 
Tape-worm. 

Under  the  above  title.  Dr.  Howard  Pinkney  (^San  Prancisco^ 
Med.  Lit,  yourn.^  Jan.  1885),  writing  from  Sharon  Springs, 
describes  his*  experience  with  the  oil  of  the  pine-needle,  made 
from  the  pinus  pumilio.  A  hall-boy  of  the  hotel  had  suffered 
for  five  years  from  tape-worm.  He  had  been  treated  for  four 
years  in  New  York,  but  never  had  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of 
over  four  links  at  a  time.     Dr.  Pinkney,  not  being  able  to   get 
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any  male  fern,  pelletierine  or  pumpkin  seeds,  therefore  made  the 
following  experiment :  The  patient  fasted  from  breakfast,  and 
at  9  p.  M.  he  was  given  one  teaspoof  ul  of  oil  of  pine-needle  in 
half  a  glass  of  milk.  The  following  morning,  as  there  was  no 
perceptible  action  of  the  medicine,  the  dose  was  doubled.  This, 
the  boy  said,  had  a  most  agreeable  taste.  One  hour  later  he 
took  a  dose  of  castor-oil,  and  in  the  course  of  two  hours  after 
this  he  passed  an  entire  tsenia  solium,  measuring  fifteen  feet  six 
inches  in  length,  and  one-half  inch  at  its  broadest  part,  gradually 
tapering  down  to  almost  a  thread.  To  be  positive  that  none  re- 
mained behind,  he  was  given  two  teaspoonfuls  more,  but  no  sign 
of  any  worm  or  any  part  thereof  passed.  "  This  oil,"  writes 
Dr.  Pinkney,  '^contains  no  turpentine,  is  fragrant  in  its  odor, 
and,  when  mixed  with  milk,  very  agreeable  to  the  taste.  It  pro- 
duces no  strangury,  tenesmus,  or  other  unpleasant  or  distressing 
symptoms.  The  patient  can  generally  pursue  his  ordinary  avo- 
cations. ' ' —  Therapeutic  Gazette. 


Bromidia. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Jewell,  editor  Journal  of  Mental  and  Nervous 
Diseases^  and  Professor  of  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  Chicago 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  111.,  says :  *  ^I  have  used  Battle  &  Co.'s 
preparation  known  as  Bromidia,  and  believe  it  to  be  as  reliable 
as  it  is  represented  to  be  by  its  proprietors.  I  have  thus  far  been 
pleased  with  its  effects." 


Condensed  Milk  for  Bottle-Fed  Babies. — By  Benjamin  Edson, 
M.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  waiters  and  quasi  authorities  have  very 
generally  condemned  this  kind  of  milk,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
large  amount  of  sugar  it  contains.  Most  of  those  who  have  ad- 
mitted the  value  of  condensed  milk  for  infants  have  drawn  the 
line  between  that  sold  in  bulk  and  that  put  up  in  tins. 

That  delivered  from  wagons  not  unfrequently  becomes  unfit 
for  use  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  That  in  tin  cans  will 
keep  sweet  indefinitely. 

The  objections  to  the  canned  condensed  milk  seem  to  be 
theoretical,  rather  than  based   upon   the   result  of  actual   expe- 
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rience.     In  short,  experience  must  be  the  final  arbiter  as  to  the 
fitness  and  value  of  any  material  as  an  article  of  diet. 

As  regards  canned  condensed  milk,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
instances  where  it  has  been  faithfully  and  intelligently  used  and. 
proved  a  failure.  I  do  not  know  of  any  series  of  cases  in 
which  any  constant  illness  or  departure  from  health  has  resulted. 
I  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  disease  produced  by  its  proper  use,  or 
that  it  fails  to  sustain  and  promote  the  healthy  and  hardy  growth 
of  the  infant.  I  think  it  remains  to  be  demonstrated  that  pure 
sugar,  in  the  quantity  used  in  preserving  condensed  milk,  is  in 
any  way  unwholesome  for  the  yoimg  child.  —  Archives  of 
Pedriatics. 

How  to  Adminiflter  Santonine. 

Kuechenmeister  has  shown  that  lumbrici  lived  in  a  mixture 
of  albumin,  santonine  and  water,  but  they  succumbed  in  a  few 
minutes  to  an  oily  mixture  of  santonine.  Experience  has  proven 
the  necessity  of  direct  contact.  Santonine  powder  or  troches, 
are  not  a  good  way  of  administration,  for  the  santonine  is  then 
mostly  absorbed  in  the  stomach.  The  only  rational  preparation 
is  an  oily  mixture,  which  is  slowly  absorbed  in  the  intestines.  In 
any  other  mode  it  has  a  toxic  effect  with  many,  but  given  witH. 
ol.  ricini  is  not  disagreeable,  and  very  efHcient. — Med.  Bulletin. 

Headless  and  TJseleis  Coughing. 

The  Weekly  Review  gives  the  following  formula,  the  favorite 
of  a  physician,  who  writes  for  the  relief  of  what  he  calls  ''need- 
less and  useless  coughing"  :  K.  Acetate  of  morphine,  ij-  g^s. ; 
nitric  acid  dilute,  i^  drs. ;  oxymel  of  squills,  6  drs. ;  mucilage 
of  acacia,  2 J  oz. ;  glycerine,  2  drs. ;  syrup  of  red  poppy,  2  oz.  v 
cinnamon  oiarose  water  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  equal  6  oz. 
M.  To  take  one  or  two  teaspoonfuls  five,  six  or  seven  times  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  The  coughing  in  pertussis  may  be  simi- 
larly relieved. 

♦ 

Bowel  Obstrnctions. 

There  is  no  practice  common  among  physicians  more  barbar- 
ous than  the  administration  of  cathartics  in  bowel  obstructions. 

♦  *  *  Opium,  to  completely  arrest  peristaltic  action,  allay 
all  spasmodic   contraction   and   relieve   pain,   first.     Then    the 
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-gradual  injection  of  lard  oil,  at  a  temperature  of  98®  or  99®  F., 
nintil  all  yielding  obstructions  are  overcome.  If  relief  is  not 
obtained,  continue  the  opium,  with  or  without  laparotomy;  but 
•don*t  set  up  within  the  patient  a  little  hell  on  earth  by  the 
administration  of  purgatives. — ^J.  D.  Smith. — Med,   World. 


-#- 


To  Abort  Siok  Headache. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Wylie  says  that  he  always  shortens,  and  sometimes 
•entirely  aborts,  sick  headache,  by  the  following  plan:  As  soon 
■as  the  first  pain  is  felt,  the  patient  takes  a  capsule  containing  one 
gpraiiiof  inspissated  ox-gall  and  one  drop  of  oil  of  gaultheria, 
and  repeats  the  dose  every  hour,  until  relief,  or  until  six  have 
•been  taken. — Detroit  Lancet. 
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AET.  ZXV.— Boetheln.— By  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

Roetheln  is  an  exanthematous  disease,  the  eruption  of  which 
greatly  resembles  that  of  measles,  and  on  account  of  its  close 
resemblance  it  is  called  spurious  measles^  German  measles^ 
roseola  Kad  rose-rash.  While  it  bears  a  resemblance  to  measles, 
the  two  diseases  are  distinct  from  each  other,  for  )rcetheln  does 
not  protect  from  measles,  neither  do  measles  protect  from 
roetheln. 

The  two  diseases  above  mentioned  are  quite  liable  to  be  con- 
founded, which,  in  my  opinion,  accounts  for  the  fact  that  chil- 
dren are  often  said  to  have  had  measles  the  second  time.  In  my 
judgment,  either  the  first  or  second  attack  was  roetheln,  and  that 
the  diagnosis  either  in  the  first  or  second  case  was  erroneous. 

Roetheln,  therefore,  becomes  an  important  disease  to  the 
physician,  not  so  much  on  account  of  skill  required  in  its  man- 
agement, as  it  does  from  the  required  skill  in  diagnosis.  A  mis- 
taken diagnosis  is  always  an  embarrassment,  and  to  be  able  to 
distinguish  roetheln  from  measles,  and  measles  from  roetheln, 
adds  to  the  conscience  and  confidence  of  the  physician. 

Roetheln  is  sometimes  preceded  by  slight  fever,  and  within  the 
space  of  a  day  or  two  an  eruption  is  seen  upon  the  face,  arms  and 
neck,  and  in  a  few  hours  more  it  spreads  to  the  rest  of  the  body. 
It  appears  in  small  distinct  patches,  paler  and  more  irregular 
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than  measles.  It  may  appear  lively  and  red  at  first,  then  it 
acquires  a  paler  tinge,  and  is  attended  with  a  degree  of  tingling 
and  itching.  The  pharynx  exhibits  the  same  hue,  and  the 
patient  feels  a  sort  of  roughness  and  dryness  in  swallowing,  but 
the  catarrhal  symptoms  usually  attending  measles  are  not  so 
marked.  The  eruption  still  continues  bright  on  the  second  day, 
and  then,  beginning  to  decline,  it  fades  and  disappears  about  the 
fifth  day.     Sometimes  it  ends  by  desquamation. 

These  are  the  typical  symptoms,  but  other  cases  may  present 
more  severity ;  th^  exanthem  may  be  greater,  the  rise  of  tem- 
perature more  marked,  the  catarrhal  symptoms  more  significant, 
the  post-cervical  glands  may  become  swollen,  and  the  disease 
may  present  many  symptoms  in  common  with  scarlatina. 

It  is  in  these  cases  that  the  diagnostician  will  often  be  con- 
fused. Whilst  the  eruption  differs  somewhat  from  measles  and 
scarlatina,  the  diagnosis,  in  many  cases,  is  difficult  and  perplex- 
ing only  in  proportion  to  the  view  we  take  of  the  constitutional 
manifestations. 

The  efilorescence  of  roetheln  is  not  so  great  as  in  scarlatina, 
and  the  papillae  are  more  marked  than  in  measles  and  less 
marked  than  in  scarlatina.  In  the  Children's  Hospital,  Chicago, 
among  140  inmates,  ^^  had  roetheln.  These  occurred  within  five 
weeks  from  the  first  introduction  of  the  disease.  There  were 
no  premonitory  symptoms.  In  25  per  cent,  the  eruption  had  the 
appearance  of  measles,  though  most  of  them  had  measles  the 
preceding  winter  or  spring ;  in  10  per  cent,  the  bronchial  irrita- 
tation,  etc.,  resembled  that  of  measles.  In  three  or  four  cases 
the  disease  had  a  tendency  to  become  confluent.  Others  had 
papules  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  in  20  per  cent,  there  was 
pharyngitis  and  laryngitis.  In  some  the  pulse  rate  was  high, 
but  the  temperature  did  not  rise;  nausea  and  vomiting  were 
rare. 

Dermatologists  are  attempting  to  subdivide  this  disease 
according  to  the  causation  and  most  prominent  symptoms. .  For 
instance,  when  it  occurs  from  the  summer's  heat  it  is  called 
rcetheln  cestiva;  when  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  roetheln  autumn- 
alis;  when  it  attacks  children  in  the  period  of  teething,  it  is 
roetheln  infantilis;  when  attended  with  fever,  xo^ih^Xw  febrilis ; 
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when  it  attends  an  attack  of  rheumatism,  it  is  rcBtheln  rheuma-- 
tica  {jet  arthritica).  But  such  a  nomenclature  only  becomes 
a  burthen,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  roetheln  may  present 
shades  in  its  symptoms,  and  that,  too,  without  sufficient  guaran- 
tee for  such  divisions. 

As  intimated  above,  a  description  of  roetheln  is  not  so  impor- 
tant here  on  account  of  any  difficulty  in  its  treatment,  as  it  is  to 
keep  up  the  distinction  between  it  and  other  exanthems. 

We  often  prescribe  a  placebo,  as  something  is  more  satisfactory 
than  nothing ;  though  cases  will  be  met  with  where  actual  medi- 
cation will  be  required.  The  eruption  occasionally  appears  and 
disappears  again  and  again  without  perceptible  cause,  or  in  con- 
sequence of  violent  moral  affections,  or  after  the  injection  of 
spiced  food  or  heating  liquors.  The  recession  of  the  efflorescence 
is  usually  attended  by  derangement  of  the  function  of  the  stom- 
ach, by  headache,  a  state  of  languor,  lassitude  and  fever,  which 
symptoms  require  to  be  treated  by  moderate  abstinence,  acidu- 
lated drinks,  and  occasionally  by  sedatives  and  gentle  laxatives. 

In  occasional  cases  of  roetheln  the  eruption  continues  through 
an  undetermined  period,  and  hence  may  assume  a  chronic 
form.  It  may  now  appear  in  the  form  of  rosy  rings,  the  centres 
of  which  are  of  the  natural  color  of  the  skin.  These  rings  are 
quite  small  at  first,  but  gpradually  g^ow  larger  in  diameter.  In 
the  morning  the  efflorescence  is  always  less  vivid ;  it  revives  to- 
wards evening,  and  causes  itching  and  tingling  during  the  night. 
If  it  vanishes  or  fades,  the  stomach  becomes  disordered,  lan- 
guor, vertigo  and  pains  in  the  limbs  ar'e  complained  of,  symp- 
toms which  are  generally  arrested  by  a  tepid  bath  and  the  use  of 
mineral  acids. 

Thus  it  seems  that  roetheln  forms  a  kind  of  connecting  link 
between  erythema  and  urticaria. 


ABT.  XZYI.— Poisoning  from  the  Castor-Oil  Bean.— By  F.  W. 
Owen,  M.  D. 

In  June  number  of  the  Journal,  Dr.  Lowrance  asks  for  in- 
formation regarding  the  castor-oil  bean  through  the  Journal. 
Having  had  a  little  experience  with  the  poisonous  effects  of  this 
bean,  I  will  contribute  what  I  know. 
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The  first  of  last  February  I  was  treating  a  little  boy  of  Mr. 
R.'s,  who  was  suffering  from  an  attack  of  catarrhal  pneumonia. 
One  day  when  I  was  just  starting  from  the  house  of  Mr.  R., 
Mrs.  R.  asked  me  for  a  few  pills  to  give  another  one  of  the 
children,  who,  she  said,  was  bilious.  After  looking,  I  did 
not  have  the  kind  of  pills  she  wanted,  so  she  said  she  would 
give  castor-oil  instead.  About  supper-tim6  Mrs.  R.  gathered  a 
few  castor-oil  beans  from  a  plant  that  had  grown  near  the 
house,  and  gave  one  to  her  '' bilious  boy''  (a  lad  of  about 
five  summers).  Her  sister,  Mrs.  W.,  seeing  what  was  done, 
expressed  her  surprise  at  the  administering  of  the  bean  as  a 
medicine.  Mrs.  R.  said  she  had  been  giving  the  bean  in  place 
of  the  oil,  it' being  more  pleasant  to  take.  Mrs.  W.  had  been 
sitting  up  with  the  sick  a  few  nights,  and  feeling  a  ''little 
bilious"  decided  to  try  the  castor-oil  bean  on  herself  and  little 
girl  that  wa^  not  well.  So,  on  the  recommendation  of  Mrs.  R., 
Mrs.  W.  took  a  whole  bean,  also  gave  one  to  her  little  girl 
aged  six  years. 

About  12  o'clock  that  night  I  was  hastily  summoned  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  R.,  to  see  Mrs.  W.  and  little  girl.  Upon  arrival, 
I  found  the  three  that  had  taken  castor-oil  beans  about  supper- 
time  very  sick.  Mrs.  R.  said  that  she  thought  that  they  all  had 
cholera  morbus.  They  vomited  incessantly,  and  complained  of 
cramping  pains  in  the  bowels,  with  free  purgation.  As  I  knew 
nothing  of  their  taking  the  castor-oil  beans,  I  supposed  it  to  be 
due  to  an  error  in  diet. 

The  usual  remedies  ^re  given  to  check  vomiting,  with  no 
effect.  I  then  inquired  if  they  had  taken  any  medicine,  seeing 
all  affected  alike.  Mrs.  R.  said,  ''nothing,  except  a  castor-bean 
apiece;"  which,  she  said,  she  often  gave  in  place  of  castor- 
oil,  but  had  never  witnessed  any  bad  results  from  them.  The 
trouble  was  then  explained.  The  patients  had  sub.  nit.  bis- 
muth, nux  vom.,  ipecac,  etc.  But  finally  had  to  administer 
small  doses  of  sulph.  morphia  and  chloroform  to  relieve  Mrs. 
W.  The  symptoms  gradually  passed  off,  and  in  twelve  hours 
all  were  convalescent. 

The  bean  was  of  the  variety  known  as  the  tick  bean. 
Neither  family  wishes  to  experiment  with  the  castor-oil  bean  any 
further. 


The  Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association.      298 


AjftT.  XZVII.— The  Ohio  Btote  Bclectio  Medical  Aitooiation. 
D.  Miranda,  M.  D.,  Sbc'y. 

The  Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association  met  in  this  city 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  June  9th  and  lOth,  in  the  large  and 
handsome  *'  G.  A.  R. "  Hall.  All  the  officers  were  present. 
The  President  (Dr.  Gemmell)  opened  the  meeting,  and  delivered 
an  address  replete  with  choice  thoughts  and  suggestions.  After 
business  of  minor  importance,  the  Committee  on  Credentials 
reported  favorably  on  five  names,  and  they  were  duly  installed. 
Dr.  J.  C.  Butcher  then  read  a  paper  on ''Uterine  Displace- 
ements"  and  treatment  therefor,  fully  illustrating  them  with 
charts.  Meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Wednesday 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  members  then  repaired  to  the  Western  House  to  witness 
amputation  of  a  leg  by  Dr.  Russell. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  members  of  the  State  Asso- 
ciation were  banqueted  by  the  "Central  Ohio  Eclectic  Medical 
Association"  at  the  Lagonda  House.  All  fared  sumptuously 
and  were  merry.  The  following  toasts  were  named  and 
responded  to:  "Modern  Surgery,"  by  Prof.  A.  J.  Howe; 
"Woman  in  the  Medical  Profession,"  by  Mrs.  Anton;  "The 
Country  Doctor,"  by  Dr.  Rush;  "  The  Treasurer,"  Dr.  James 
Anton;  "  The  Northwestern  Eclectic  Medical  Association,"  by 
Dr.  DeCrow;  "Physician's  Etiquette,"  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Butcher; 
"  The  Man  Mid-wife,"  by  Dr.  Williams ;  "  The  Young  Physi- 
cian," by  Dr.  Wintermute.  "  The  Central  Ohio  Association," 
by  its  President,  Dr.  Bloyer;  "  The  National  Association,"  by 
Prof,  A.  J.  Howe. 

The  Association  met  on  Wednesday  evening  according  to 
adjournment,  with  a  very  large  attendance.  Prof.  Howe  sug- 
gested the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  be  elected  while  all 
were  present :  President,  Dr.  H.  DeCrow,  of  Gabon,  Ohio ; 
First  Vice-President,  Dr.  J.  C.  Butcher,  of  Urbana,  Ohio; 
Second  Vice-President,  Dr.  D.  Williams,  of  Alexandria ;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Dr.  S.  D.  Miranda,  of  Springfield,  Ohio ; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  E.  Bloyer,  of  Catawba, 
Ohio ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  James  Anton,  of  Lebanon,  Ohio ;  Libra- 
rian, Prof.  A.  J.  Howe,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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In  the  afternoon  session  the  newly  elected  officers  were  in- 
stalled and  took  charge  of  the  meeting,  each  replying  in  a  neat 
speech.  After  preliminary  business  came  the  presentation  of 
clinical  cases.  Dr.  Crismore  presented  a  varicose  ulcer  of  the  leg 
— discussed  by  Drs.  Howe  and  Russell.  Dr.  Bloyer  presented  a 
case  of  periostitis  in  a  child.  Dr.  Outland,  case  of  chronic  lar- 
yngitis with  aphonia.  Dr.  Reynolds,  paralysis  from  congenital 
S3rphilis.  Dr.  Cole,  a  case  of  chorea.  Dr.  Russell  then  presented 
two  surgical  cases — one  of  contracted  muscles  of  the  hand  from 
an  injury,  and  one  of  cleft  palate  and  double  hare-lip;  both 
were  operated  on,  and  are  doing  well  at  this  writing.  It  was 
decided  by  ballot  that  the  next  meeting  be  held  in  Urbana,  Ohio, 
time  of  meeting  left  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Dr.  Rus- 
sel  then  delivered  an  interesting  address  on  the  '^cicada,"  or 
seventeen-year  locust,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Springfield,  Ohio,  June  12,  1885. 

ABT.  XXVIII.— Direct  Medication.-  By  Geo.  C  .Pitzeb,  M.  D. 

[continued   from    page    261    JUNE  JOURNAL.] 

Helonias  Dioica. — We  employ  the  fluid  extract  of  this  drug, 
and  regard  it  as  one  of  our  most  valuable  adjuncts  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  women.  In  combination  with  aletris,  ma- 
crotys,  caulophyllum,  and  other  drugs  of  this  class,  it  proves 
exceedingly  useful  as  a  uterine  tonic.  It  relieves  excitement, 
improves  nutrition,  and  gives  strength  to  the  female  generative 
organs,  and  in  this  way  aids  in  relieving  menorrhag^a,  amenor- 
rhea, subinvolution,  etc.  We  use  it  frequently  and  freely  in  our . 
prescriptions  where  we  need  a  uterine  tonic,  and  especially  in 
cases  characterized  by  mental  depression.  B.  Fluid  ext.  helo- 
nias, Sss. ;  tinct.  Pulsatilla,  3j. ;  syr.  wild  cherry,  Siijss.  M. 
S.  One  teaspoonful  four  times  daily.  This,  alternated  with 
chloride  of  gold,  serves  an  excellent  purpose  in  cases  of  hys- 
terical melancholy;  and  if  a  perfect  cure  is  not  wrought,  the 
conditions  are  so  greatly  modified  that  time  and  care  will,  in 
many  cases,  completely  restore  the  patient.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  we  do  not  always  cure  our  patients — Nature 
does  this — but  if  we  can  start  a  cure,  or  use  means  to  excite 
indolent  organs  to  manifest  healthy  functions,  then  we  do  well. 
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The  general  practitioner  should  not  neglect  to  appropriate 
helonias,  for,  given  alone  or  in  combination  or  alternation,  it  is 
one  of  our  best  remedies. 

Ingliivin, — Ingluvin  is  prepared  by  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 
from  the  gizzards  of  the  chicken,  and  furnishes  one  of  the  finest 
remedies  known  to  the  profession.  The  dose  ranges  from  five 
to  twenty  grains,  three  times  daily.  To  aid  digestion  in  feeble 
conditions  of  the  stomach,  and  where  patients  are  troubled  with 
flatulence,  nausea,  or  sick  stomach  after  eating,  we  always  ad- 
vise ten  grains  of  ingluvin  after  meals.  In  many  cases  this 
remedy  will  be  found  entirely  superior  to  the  ordinary  pepsin  in 
the  market ;  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  more  permanent 
in  quality.  Ordinary  pepsin,  unless  very  well  protected,  will 
spoil  on  our  hands ;  in  a  short  time  it  will  smell  worse  than  car- 
rion. Ingluvin  has  no  very  pleasant  odor,  but  it  is  clean  and 
sweet  as  compared  with  late  specimens  of  Jensen's  pepsin. 

In  cases  of  vomiting  in  pregnancy,  ingluvin  is  a  superior  rem- 
edy. Five  grains  taken  immediately  before  meals  will  frequently 
enable  the  patient  to  retain  whatever  may  be  taken.  If  we  had 
no  other  use  for  ingluvin  than  this,  we  should  regard  it  as  one 
of  our  most  important  remedies,  for  the  nausea  and  vomiting 
suffered  by  pregnant  women  is  the  next  thing  to  intolerable,  and 
a  remedy  that  would  relieve  it  is  of  inestimable  value. 

Iodoform. — As  an  internal  remedy  we  have  used  iodoform  to 
a  limited  extent  only,  and  cannot  say  much  in  its  favor.  As  a 
local  remedy  we  have  used  it  extensively,  and  prize  it  very 
highly.  The  principal  objections  to  the  use  of  iodoform  are, 
its  unpleasant  odor,  and  the  difficulty  with  which  it  is  dissolved, 
or  mixed  with  excipients.  Various  means  have  been  suggested 
for  disguising  the  odor,  but  after  testing  many  of  them  we  have 
abandoned  all  of  them,  and  when  we  desire  to  use  iodoform  we 
prepare  it  in  the  most  appropriate  form  for  our  case,  regardless 
of  the  odor. 

Finely  powdered,  iodoform  may  be  applied  dry  to  chancres, 
ulcers  of  any  kind,  old  sores,  fissures,  etc.,  with  the  very  best 
results.  The  first  decimal  trituration  of  iodoform  used  in  the 
same  manner,  in  similar  cases,  will  frequently  accomplish  as 
much    as   the  pure  drug.     Such  applications  are  very  soothing 
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and  healing  in  syphilitic  ulcers,  fissures  of  the  anus,  and  all  open 
sores^  whether  simple  or  malignant. 

In  cases  where  we  cannot  reach  the  parts  with  a  powder,  we 
resort  to  iodoform  and  cocoa«butter  suppositories  (iodoform 
grs.  iij.,  cocoa  butter  grs.  xx.).  These  are  very  appropriate  in 
cases  of  fissure  of  the  anus  and  piles.  Smaller  suppositories 
are  prepared  for  urethral  and  intra-uterine  use,  and  their  appli* 
cation  in  urethritis,  cervicitis  and  endo-cervicitis  has  been  very 
satisfactory  in  our  hands. 

Where  it  is  desirable  to  keep  iodoform  in  apposition  with  an 
external  part,  we  may  suspend  one  drachm  of  finely  powdered 
iodoform  in  an  ounce  of  collodion  and  apply  directly  to  the  spot. 
This  makes  a  very  good  application  for  external  syphilitic  sores. 
A  very  effective  prescription  for  open  chancres  is  put  up  as  fol- 
lows: B.  Iodoform,  salicylic  acid,  SlSl  5j. ;  collodion,  Sj<  M.  S. 
Apply  quickly  with  a  brush.  This  is  also  an  excellent  local 
application  for  goitre.  It  may  be  applied  all  over  the  enlarged 
gland,  and  renewed  as  often  as  it  wears  or  comes  off.  If  the 
application  excites  very  much  redness  or  irritation  of  the  skin, 
the  salicylic  acid  may  be  omitted  for  a  while,  using  the  iodoform 
and  collodion  alone.  Many  cases  of  goitre,  even  cases  of  long 
standing,  may  be  radically  cured  by  these  applications.  In  cases 
where  the  skin  is  not  abraded  and  we  do  not  care  to  hold  the 
iodoform  in  place  so  long,  we  may  dissolve  one  drachm  of  iodo- 
form in  an  ounce  of  sulphuric  ether  and  apply  it  with  a  brush. 
This  may  be  used  in  cases  of  goitre  and  enlarged  glands  gen- 
erally. 

Iodine. — This  is  a  potent  remedy,  and  in  its  place  is  capable 
of  accomplishing  great  good.  In  daily  practice  we  occasionally 
use  the  tincture  of  iodine  externally,  and  order  it  to  be  taken 
internally.  As  a  local  remedy  it  is  useful  in  reducing  glandular 
swellings,  and  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleen.  But  a  so- 
lution of  iodine  in  oil  of  juniper  is  far  preferable  to  the  ordinary 
tincture  in  all  cases  where  we  seek  for  the  deep  resolvent  effects 
of  this  drug.  In  fact,  iodized  oil  of  juniper,  alternated  or  mixed 
with  uvedalia  ointment,  make  the  most  effectual  local  applica- 
tion we  can  prescribe  for  enlarged  spleens  and  livers.  This 
same  solution  will  be  found  useful  in  enlarged  joints  of  a  rheu- 
matic or  gouty  origin. 
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Pure  tincture  of  iodine  is  a  very  popular  remedy  for  hydro- 
cele. Two  drachms  of  the  undiluted  tincture  may  Be  injected 
directly  into  the  sac.  The  water  may  be  drawn  off  first,  and 
the  tincture  injected  through  the  canula  of  the  trocar ;  or  the 
tincture  may  be  injected  with  a  hypodermic  syringe  without 
drawing  off  the  water.  We  have  always  drawn  off  the  water 
first,  or  tapped  the  hydrocele  as  it  is  called,  and  injected  through 
the  canula,  but  it  is  said  that  to  inject  with  a  hypodermic  syr- 
inge, throwing  the  tincture  into  the  sac  when  it  is  diluted  with 
the  water,  is  just  as  effectual,  and  not  nearly  so  painful.  The 
injection  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  into  the  substance  of  the  ton- 
sils, the  spleen,  and  other  organs,  has  been  practiced  with  vary- 
ing resalts.  Such  operations  are  not  always  free  from  danger, 
and  we  do  not  recommend  their  practice. 

The  only  case  in  which  we  use  tincture  of  iodine  internally  is 
incontinence  of  urine.  One  or  two  drops,  three  times  daily,  will 
cure  some  cases  of  '^wetting  the  bed"  after  all  ordinary  meas- 
ures fail. 

Iodide  of  Potassium. — Of  all  the  preparations  of  iodine  this 
is  used  the  most  extensively.     It  is  used  freely  as  an  antisyphi- 
litic  remedy,  and  enormous  doses  are  given  in  many  cases,  alid 
its  use   long  continued.     This  drug  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
the  waste  of  the  body.     In  some  cases  it  will  gradually  and  cer- 
tainly reduce  the  flesh  of  the  patient,  increasing  the  waste  till  it 
is  greatly  in  excess  of  nutrition.     In  other  cases  it  will  promote 
all  the  secretions,  and  seem  to  increase  the  waste,  but  at  the 
same  time  nutrition  is  improved  and  the  patient  actually  gains  in 
weight.     A  lady  patient  of  ours,  of  spare  habit,  was  suffering 
from  pain  in  the  head  and  threatened  paralysis.     Iodide  of  po- 
tassium was  prescribed  in  increasing  doses,  commencing  with 
ten  grains,  three  doses  daily,  increasing  one  grain  each  dose  till 
a  dose  of  one  hundred  grains  was  reached.     The  doses  were 
then  lessened  one-half,  and  continued  for  several  weeks.     The 
patient  grew  quite  fat,  and  although  she  lost  one  eye  from  the 
pain,  and  was  partially  and  permanently  paralyzed  on  one  side 
of  the  body,  she  regained  her  general   health,    has  been   even 
remarkably  healthy  and  very  fat  ever  since  she  took  the  iodine, 
which  has  been  four  years  from  this  writing. 
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Iodide  of  potassium  is  not  well  borne  by  some  people,  very 
small  doses  producing  burning  sensations  in  the  mouth,  throat 
and  stomach.  At  the  same  time  food  of  all  kinds  is  loathed, 
and  a  feverish  restlessness  is  suffered.  In  such  cases  we  are 
forced  to  stop  its  use.  In  other  cases  we  can  continue  its 
administration  in  liberal  doses  for  weeks  and  months  with- 
out inconvenience.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  iodine  is  a 
drug  that  has  to  be  handled  with  caution  and  its  effects  care- 
fully watched. 

Wliile  iodide  of  potassium  does  effectually  renovate  the  sys- 
tem in  many  cases  of  syphilis  and  other  constitutional  diseases, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  it  may  do  great  harm.  It  may 
weaken  the  nervous  system,  diminish  the' sexual  appetite,  lessen 
the  power  for  intercourse,  loosen  the  teeth,  cause  the  hair  to  fall 
out,  and  impair  the  system  in  every  way.  Much  of  the  evil 
attributed  to  mercury  in  the  treatment  of  S3^hilis  should  be 
referred  to  the  reckless  use  of  iodide  of  potassium.  But  none 
of  this  should  deter  us  from  using  this  drug  in  cases  where  we 
feel  sure  we  may  do  good*  with  it.  A  constitutional  remedy, 
given  in  small  doses,  it  is  potent  for  good  in  scrofula,  various 
skin  diseases,  glandular  enlargements  everywhere,  syphilis,  inter- 
mittent fevers,  lead  disease,  paralysis,  etc.  The  common  use  of 
this  drug  is  so  well  known  that  we  regard  it  almost  useless  to 
say  very  much  in  its  favor,  the  precautions  above  mentioned 
seeming  to  us  to  be  of  more  importance. 

[to  be  continued.] 


ABSTRACTS. 


Masturbation  in  the  Female. 

Uterine  haemorrhage  may  be  due  to  congestion  of  the  ovaries. 
If  the  congestion  is  marked,  it  may  be  the  result  of  self-abuse. 
I  do  not  think  that  this  practice  is  by  any  manner  of  means  as 
common  in  the  female  as  in  the  male.  There  are  several  rea- 
sons why  this  should  be  the  case.  In  the  first  place  the  genital 
organs  of  the  woman  are  internal,  and  are  not  liable  to  the  same 
irritation   as   are  the  organs  of  the  male.     Simple  mechanical 
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irritation  will  cause  erection  of  the  penis  without  any  erotic 
feelings  whatever.  In  the  second  place,  by  a  wise  provision  of 
Providence,  man  is  made  the  aggressive  creature.  If  woman 
were  the  aggressive  party,  there  would  be  very  little  virtue  in 
this  world.  The  passions  of  the  male  are  as  a  rule  much 
stronger  than  those  of  the  female.  This  is  seen  in  the  lower 
animals,  for  the  female  often  tries  to  prevent  the  approaches  of 
the  n)ale.  Virgil  has  some  celebrated  lines  bearing  on  this 
point,  telling  how  during  the  rutting  season  the  stallion  will  dash 
over  plains,  leap  over  fences,  wade  through  streams  and  swim 
over  rivers  in  order  to  get  at  the  mare.  Another  reason  why 
the  practice  is  not  as  common  in  the  female  as  in  the  male,  is 
that  at  the  present  time  there  are  very  few  women  in  a  condition 
of  t3rpically  good  health,  and  therefore  their  passions  are  not  so 
strongly  developed.  As  I  have  said,  I  do  not  think  the  practice 
is  as  common  in  females  as  in  males,  still  it  does  occur  in  board- 
ing schools  and  also  in  our  public  schools.  Not  only  are  these 
habits  practiced,  but  there  have  been  circulated  among  the 
pupils  of  the  public  schools  pamphlets  of  a  pernicious  character, 
as  I  learned  when  I  was  on  the  committee  to  look  into  the  spread 
of  this  foul  literature.  We  found  that  pamphlets  of  the  most 
debasing  character  had  been  distributed  in  the  public  schools. 

When  masturbation  has  been  practiced  for  any  length  of  time, 
the  evidences  can  often  be  discovered  by  examination  of  the  ex- 
ternal organs. 

Masturbation  is  not  so  readily  accomplished  in  the  female  as  it 
is  in  the  male.  Many  females  who  practice  this  vice  never  reach 
the  orgasm.  It  seems  as  though  it  were  necessary  that  the  whole 
vagina  should  be  dilated  and  impinged  upon  as  in  the  natural 
act.  I  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the  investigation  of 
this  matter,  and  I  have  seen  a  number  of  cases  where  masturba- 
tion was  practiced  without  the  orgasm  being  reached,  there 
being  produced  simply  excessive  excitement,  the  masturbator 
being  obliged  to  desist  from  sheer  weariness.  This  will  explain 
why  it  is  that  when  masturbation  is  practiced  by  the  female  it  is 
carried  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  it  is  in  the  male.  I  had  a 
female  patient  who  masturbated  as  often  as  eight  times  in  a  day» 
There  is  no  male  that  could  stand  such  a  drain  on  the  system* 
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It  would  end  in  excessive  prostration,  spinal  trouble,  or  insanity. 
In  that  case,  in  spite  of  the  use  of  the  largest  doses  of  bromide 
of  potassium,  which  is  a  specific  for  this  condition,  if  there  is  a 
specific,  in  spite  of  all  moral  persuasion  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear,  the  practice  was  continued.  I  applied  cantharidial  col- 
lodion to  the  whole  vulva,  producing  a  really  cruel  condition, 
but  still  the  practice  was  continued.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  habit  is  a  disease. 

What  does  masturbation  in  the  female  produce?  It  will 
cause  intense  congestion  of  the  ovaries,  and  this  will  lead  to  the 
same  condition  in  the  annex  of  the  ovaries,  the  womb,  for  the 
womb  is  really  an  annex  of  the  ovaries.  The  womb  is  simply  a 
pouch,  while  the  ovaries  are  something  more  than  that.  This 
may  lead  to  the  production  of  an  ectropion  of  the  lining  of  the 
canal,  and  on  two  or  three  occasions  I  have  found  it  very  difficult 
to  decide  between  this  condition  and  laceration  of  the  cervix. 
In  two  of  these  cases  the  hymen  was  present.  On  looking  at 
the  part,  it  closely  simulated  laceration,  and  the  test  with  the 
tenacula  failed  to  reveal  the  nature  of  the  condition,  for  the  tis- 
sues were  so  infiltrated  and  soft  that  they  could  be  brought  to- 
gether covering  up  the  erosion.  In  these  cases  I  am  satisfied 
that  masturbation  was  practiced. 

What  are  the  evidences  of  masturbation  as  revealed  by  an 
examination  of  the  parts  ?  In  the  first  place  the  clitoris  is  much 
elongated,  and  the  prepuce  is  hypertrophied  and  thrown  into 
wrinkles.  The  nymphae,  which  start  from  the  clirotis  and  form 
the  hood  of  the  prepuce,  from  being  rubbed  become  lengthened 
and  thickened,  and  often  there  is  more  or  less  redness  of  the 
parts. —  Goodell  in  Medical  Bulletin. 


•^ 


The  Rarer  Accidental  Effects  of  Salicylate  of  Sodium. 

The  extensive  use  which  is  made  of  sodium  salicylate,  and  the 
very  large  doses  of  this  drug  which  are  now  administered,  make 
it  desirable  that  its  rarer  accidental  effects  should  be  widely 
known,  especially  as  they  simulate  the  symptoms  seen  in  acute 
eruptive  fevers,  are  of  a  very  grave  nature,  and  have  in  a  few 
instances  led  to  a  fatal  issue.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  allude 
to  the  more  common  by-effects  of  the  salicylate  of  sodium,  such 
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as  profuse  perspiration,  headache,  tinnitus,  deafness,  vertigo^ 
and  delirium  of  a  highly  exciting  nature,  and  all  those  relating 
directly  to  the  internal  tract,  such  as  nausea,  vomiting  and  diar- 
rhea. In  the  Medical  Chronicle  for  December,  1884,  Dr. 
Dreschfeld  calls  attention  to  the  rarer  effects  produced  by  this 
drug,  such  as  a  rise  of  temperature,  which  may  reach  104^  or 
more ;  such  as  erythema  and  urticaria,  dyspnea,  with  great  op- 
pression and  amaurosis ;  and  he  reports  several  cases  in  which 
one  or  more  of  these  symptoms  followed  th«  use  of  this  drug  in 
ordinary  doses.  In  one  of  these — that  of  nephritis  after  an 
attack  of  diphtheria — salicylate  of  sodium  was  gpiven,  and  was 
followed  two  days  after  the  commencement  of  its  use  by  a  sud- 
den rise  of  temperature  to  103^,  severe  headache  and  drowsiness^ 
dry  and  bvDwn  tongue,  nausea  and  vomiting,  with  a  pulse  of 
1 30.  These  symptoms  continued  to  increase  in  severity.  Two 
days  later  the  patient  appeared  to  be  sinking,  and  although  the 
presence  of  pus  in  the  urine  and  of  pain  in  the  left  renal  region 
seemed  to  point  to  pyelitis  and  pyemia,  yet  the  symptoms  cor- 
responded to  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

The  salicylate  was  then  stopped  and  fifteen  grains  of  quinine 
given,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  the  temperature  came 
down  to  normal,  and  on  the  next  day  the  patient  was  in  every 
way  very  much  better ;  but  the  urine  contained  considerably  more 
pus,  and  in  consequence  of  this  the  salicylate  of  sodium  was 
again  administered,  to  be  again  followed  on  the  next  day  by 
headache  and  drowsiness,  and  the  appearance  of  a  marked 
erythematous  rash  on  the  face,  chest  and  arms,  the  temperature 
being  103.4^,  and  splenic  dullness  again  increased,  with  the 
tongue  brown  and  dry.  The  drug  was  again  stopped,  and  on 
the  day  after  the  patient  had  again  greatly  improved.  Five  days 
later  the  same  symptoms  were  again  noted,  and  on  examining 
the  urine  with  perchloride  of  iron  the  salicylic  acid  reaction  was 
obtained,  and  it  was  therefore  concluded  that  the  patient  must 
have  received  by  mistake  a  dose  of  the  salicylate.  This  con- 
stant sequence  of  symptoms  after  the  use  of  this  drug,  and  their 
immediate  disappearance  when  its  use  was  suspended,  seemed 
clearly  to  prove  the  causal  connection  between  the  administra- 
tion  of  the  drug  and  the  symptoms  above  detailed ;  but  in  order 
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to  make  it  quite  sure  that  these  attacks  were  actually  produced 
by  this  medicine,  Dr.  Dreschfeld  once  more  tried  a  small  dose 
of  the  salicylate.  Five  grains  were  given  at  2  p.  m.,  the  patient's 
temperature  being  then  normal,  the  urine  containing  a  mere 
trace  of  albumen  and  pus,  the  tongue  clean,  pulse  72,  respira- 
tion 18.  One  hour  after  the  administration  of  the  salicylate  the 
patient  had  a  rigor;  the  pulse  was  then  120,  the  temperature 
100.2^,  respiration  39,  and  there  was  great  dyspnea  and  oppres- 
sion, the  patient  being  drowsy,  her  face  dusky,  and  her  lips 
bluish;  three  hours  later  the  temperature  had  risen  to  101.4°, 
and  a  marked  erythematous  rash  was  seen  on  the  face,  back  of 
arms,  and  forearms ;  just  as  in  the  previous  attacks,  so  also  here, 
these  symptoms  disappeared  on  the  discontinuation  of  the  use  of 
this  medicine.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
symptoms  above  detailed  were  due  to  the  salicylate  of  sodium. 
It  is  curious  to  notice  that  the  idiosyncrasy  for  the  drug  increased 
with  each  successive  administration ;  for,  while  during  the  first 
administration  the  symptoms  only  came  on  on  the  third  day,  on 
the  last  attack  the  patient's  temperature  rose  three  degrees  in 
one  hour  after  the  administration  of  five  grains.  The  symptoms 
were  not  always  the  same ;  rash  was  scarcely  perceptible  during 
the  first  attack,  the  sickness  was  absent  during  the  third  attack, 
and  the  dyspnea  was  chiefly  marked  during  the  first  and  last 
attacks,  while  the  rigor  was  only  present  in  the  second  and 
fourth  attacks.  It  was  noticed  that  immediately  after  each  attack 
the  patient  passed  urine  which  contained  more  urea. 

Cases  of  a  similar  description  appear  to  be  of  quite  rare 
occurrence,  since  Dr.  Dreschfeld  was  only  able  to  find  records 
of  four  cases  in  which  the  use  of  this  drug  was  followed  by 
marked  rise  of  temperature,  though  experiments  on  animals 
have  proved  that  the  use  of  salicylic  acid  and  its  allies  may  be 
followed  by  a  febrile  increase  of  temperature.  The  skin  erup- 
tions, without  pyrexia,  however,  appeared  to  be  more  frequently 
seen,  as  several  cases  have  been  reported  in  which  urticaria  has 
resulted  from  the  use  of  this  drug  in  rheumatism.  As  regards 
the  dyspnea,  cases  reported  by  Quincke  and  Ogston  show  that 
this  may  form  the  most  prominent  feature  in  this  complex  of 
aymptoms,   and   may   even  lead  to   a   fatal   issue;    while  Dr. 
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Dreschfeld  further  states  that  he  has  himself  seen  this  peculiar 
by-effect  twice — once  in  a  case  of  phthisis,  where  from  its  sud- 
den onset  it  was  at  first  attributed  to  pneumo-thorax,  and  once 
in  a  case  of  rheumatic  arthritis  complicated  with  mitral  regurgi- 
tation. Experiments  on  animals  have  shown  that  the  influence 
of  the  salicylate  of  sodium  on  respiration  is  very  similar  to  that 
observed  in  the  cases  given  above.  Small  doses  increase'the 
respiration;  large  doses  produce  marked  dyspnea,  often  with 
diminished  respiratory  frequency,  and  eventually  death  seems  to 
be  caused  by  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  center. —  Therapeutic 
Gazette, 


A  Case  of  Poisoniog  by  Morphia  and  Atropia. — Bv  P.  J.  Farns- 

WORTH,  M.  D. 

A  young  practitioner  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  V.,  a  woman  of 
about  thirty,  mother  of  four  children.  She  had  been  taken  with 
what  she  supposed  to  be  premature  labor  pains,  not  expecting 
to  be  confined  before  two  months.  It  was  about  midnight.  She 
stated  her  case,  and  he  administered  a  full  dose  of  morphine, 
say  half  a  grain,  as  the;  pains  were  severe.  This  seemed  to 
quiet  the  pains,  and  he  portioned  out  five  powders  containing, 
as  he  judged,  one-eighth  g^ain  of  morphine  and  from  one- 
fortieth  to  one-thirtieth  grain  of  atropia,  with  directions,  if  the 
pains  returned,  to  give  one  in  half  an  hour.  Being  very  sleepy, 
from  being  up  the  night  before,  he  went  home,  there  seeming  to 
be  no  reason  for  remaining.  In  half  an  hour  the  pains  returned 
and  a  powder  was  given,  in  half  an  hour  another,  and  so  on  at 
the  end  of  each  half  hour.  At  three  there  was  a  gush  of  water 
and  some  hemorrhage ;  the  husband  said  his  wife  seemed  very 
stupid,  and  told  him  she  was  comfortable.  At  four  she  was 
breathing  somewhat  heavily  and  could  not  be  roused.  The 
doctor  was  sent  for  at  once,  who  tried  to  arouse  her  with  douches 
of  cold  water  and  with  a  galvanic  battery,  to  all  of  which  she 
seemed  entirely  insensible. 

Council  was  called  about  six  in  the  morning.  We  found  the 
woman  in  a  very  profound  sleep,  face  flushed,  pulse  130,  respi- 
ration twelve  per  minute,  regular,  temperature  100° ;  raising  the 
eyelids   the   pupils   were   widely  dilated.     Insensibility  seemed 
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complete ;  touching  the  conjunctiva  caused  no  pain.  The  doc-> 
tor  informed  us  what  the  patient  had  taken,  and  of  what  he  had 
done  to  resuscitate  her.  An  emetic  of  zinc  sulpate,  followed 
by  a  tablespoonful  of  mustard,  had  produced  only  a  slight  eme- 
sis.  There  had  been  no  change  in  her  condition  for  an  hour. 
We  decided  to  discontinue  treatment  and  watch  for  results.  On 
making  an  examination  of  her  abdomen  we  found  the  breech  of 
a  child  partly  extruded.  It  was  pulseless  and  had  evidently  been 
there  for  some  time.  This  was  removed  with  the  membranes 
without  the  least  hemorrhage.  It  was  a  -child  of  full  term  ap- 
parently. The  appearance  of  the  patient  was  that  of  a  person 
profoundly  anaesthetized,  with  sloW  but  regular  respirations,  a 
tense,  rather  quick  pulse,  a  dry  skin,  with  some  punctate  redness 
about  the  face  and  shoulders,  dry  tongue  and  widely  dilated 
pupils.  These  were  signs  of  poisoning  from  both  drugs,  with 
the  dangerous  symptoms  left  out. 

One  of  the  children  shut  a  door  suddenly  and  she  gave  a  start. 
We  found  that  any  sudden  noise  would  rouse  her,  but  not  to 
consciousness — a  clap  of  the  hands,  a  blow  of  a  hammer — 
while  all  other  noises  or  excitations  produced  no  effect  on  her. 
She  was  put  into  an  easy  and  comfortable  position  and  allowed 
to  be  quiet  > 

At  6  p.  M.  she  could  open  her  eyes  when  spoken  to,  but  im- 
mediately closed  them  again,  and  did  not  speak  or  move.  The 
respirations  became  faster  and  the  pulse  softer ;  the  temperature 
continued  a  little  above  normal.  At  midnight  she  roused  up 
and  motioned  for  water,  and  attempted  to  speak,  which  she 
could  not  do  until  her  mouth  and  throat  were  wet.  She  com- 
plained of  the  light  hurting  her  eyes,  and  then  went  into  an 
easy  sleep.  At  six  the  next  morning  she  woke,  and  asked 
where  she  was  and  what  the  trouble  could  be ;  her  throat  was 
dry  and  sore,  and  she  could  not  see  clearly.  She  remained  quiet 
during  the  day,  taking  some  nourishment,  and  sleeping  part  of 
the  time.  In  the  afternoon  she  complained  of  severe  headache^ 
and  the  dilation  of  the  pupils  continued.  One-eighth  grain  of 
morphia  was  then  administered,  which  relieved  the  head  and 
eyes.  By  the  third  day  she  seemed  to  be  entirely  well,  and 
would  have  got  up  if  she  had  been  allowed.     She  had  no  recol- 
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lection  of  two  of  the  days  past,  had  no  hemorrhage  and  no 
secretion  of  milk  in  the  week  that  followed.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  very  excellent  demonstration  of  the  antagonistic  properties 
of  morphia  and  atropia.  The  woman  took,  in  three  hours,  over 
one  and  one-half  grain  of  morphine  and  about  one-sixth  grain 
or  more  of  atropia.  A  slight,  nervous  woman  that  the  dose  of 
either  would  probably  have  proved  fatal  to,  even  in  the  divided 
manner  taken,  yet,  when  together,  they  only  produced  a  lasting 
anaesthesia,  without  any  bad  results  following.  The  child  had 
evidently  died  from  want  ot  attention,  the  contractions  of  the 
uterus  being  sufficient  to  expel  it  and  the  placenta,  and  also  to 
shut  up  the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  vessels. — Iowa  State  Med. 
Reporter. 


The  Bangers  of  Cocaine. 

In  the  enthusiasm  over  this  wonderful  new  remedy  we  have 
heard  of  its  successes  only ;  it  is  well  *that  we  should  know  of 
its  ill  effects  also  that  we  may  guard  against  them,  as  many  con- 
stitutions, especially  those  of  delicate,  nervous  women,  upon 
whom  we  are,  in  gynecological  practice  at  least,  most  liable  to 
use  it,  are  very  readily  affected,  even  by  the  local  use  of  small 
quantities.  But  different  patients  seem  to  be  very  differently  af- 
fected by  the  drug.  The  ill  effects  I  have  recorded  have  been  the 
result  of  the  application  of  from  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  a  four 
per  cent,  solution  to  the  uterus  or  vagina,  say  about  one-third  to 
two-thirds  of  a  grain. 

Mrs.  K.,  an  extremely  delicate,  nei-vous  person,  suffering  from 
great  depression  in  consequence  of  a  laceration  of  the  cervix 
during  her  first  labor,  received  all  the  benefits  which  c^uld  be 
expected  from  a  local  application  to  the  intensely  irritable  cer- 
vix, but  within  two  minutes  after  an  application  felt  a  certain 
pain  and  smarting  at  the  point  of  the  application.  A  few  min- 
nutes  later  a  nausea  appeared,  which  continued  for  perhaps  two 
hours,  when  it  culminated  in  retching,  which  was  more  or  less 
severe  according  to  the  quantity  ot  cocaine  used,  and  not  till 
after  the  lapse  of  three  or  four  hours  did  these  symptoms  disap- 
pear. 

Mrs.  W.,  an   elderly  lady  of  weak  and  nervous  constitution. 
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suffering  from  prolapse  and  excessive  irritability  of  vulva  and 
vagina,  was  treated  with  the  application  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
drops  of  a  four  per  cent,  solution  to  these  sensitive  parts,  prepar- 
atory to  repostiion  and  use  of  astringent  tampons.  The  local 
effect  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  was  accompanied  by  a 
most  annoying  oppression  in  the  region  of  the  chest,  some  dizzi- 
ness and  a  nausea  which  continued  for  many  hours. 

Mrs.  G.,  a  stout,  hearty-looking  young  lady,  suffering  from 
endometritis,  received  an  application  of  cocaine  to  the  very  sensi- 
tive endometrium,  preparatory  to  the  use  of  carbolic  acid. 
Upon  her  the  constitutional  effect  was  most  delightful ;  for  sev- 
eral hours  after  the  application  she  felt  well  and  happy,  inclined 
to  sing  and  be  merry. 

The  internal  administration  of  the  drug,  to  which  I  have  re- 
sorted in  many  instances  to  relieve  the  vomiting  from  chloroform 
after  operations,  is  not  without  its  dangers.  In  some  instances 
a  small  dose  does  not  havo  a  distinct  toxic  effect ;  yet  the  pois- 
onous effects  seem  to  vary  greatly. 

Mrs.  C,  aged  28,  in  fair  health,  had  undergone  an  operation 
for  laceration  of  the  cervix  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  She  was  some- 
what nauseated  after  recovering  from  the  anesthetic,  and  was 
given  from  half  to  two-thirds  of  a  grain  of  cocaine,  in  a  table- 
spoonful  of  water,  to  be  taken  in  teaspoonful  doses,  containing 
perhaps  a  sixth  of  a  grain  of  cocaine,  if  the  stomach  became 
annoying.  At  five  o'clock  she  took  one  teaspoonful  of  the  solu- 
tion, perhaps  a  sixth  of  a  g^ain ;  an  hour  later,  at  6  o'clock,  she 
took  a  second  teaspoonful,  after  which  she  felt  a  slight  tingling 
in  her  hands,  extending  somewhat  above  the  wrists,  mostly  in 
the  fingers.  When  lying  perfectly  quiet  she  was  free  from 
nausea,  but  would  vomit  the  moment  she  turned  in  bed,  and  she 
claimed  that  the  matter  she  threw  up  was  unusually  bitter. 
After  each  spell  of  vomiting  she  was  greatly  relieved  and  easy 
even  61  these  symptoms  of  discomfort  and  oppression  about  the 
chest,  and  easier  of  the  tingling  in  the  hands.  At  half-past  seven 
she  took  the  -^hird  teaspoonful ;  she  now  became  excessively 
restless.  At  7 :45  she  was  throwing  her  legs  and  arms  about, 
moving  her  hands  and  feet ;  experienced  great  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing ;  felt  as  if  a   band  was   drawn   tight  around  her  chest ;  was 
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obliged  to  keep  her  hands  above  her  head  in  order  to  relieve  the 
respirations;  felt  as  if  she  was  fading  away.  The  greatest 
oppression  was  experienced  on  the  right  side,  so  that  she  would 
turn  and  lie  on  the  left  side.  At  eight  o'clock  I  saw  the  patient ; 
she  was  faint,  as  if  fading  away ;  breathing  with  difficulty ;  arms 
above  the  head ;  the  tingling,  which  had  at  first  been  in  the  hands 
and  forearm,  was  now  in  the  feet  and  legs,  most  in  the  ends  of 
the  fingers ;  at  a  quarter  past  eight,  extending  up  the  lower  leg, 
less  in  the  hands  and  worse  in  the  feet ;  vomited  freely,  and  in  a 
few  moments  felt  perfectly  relieved;  the  sensations  returned 
very  soon  ;  at  a  quarter  past  eight  tingling  yielded  to  a  numb- 
ness, which  began  in  the  hands  and  extended  to  the  feet ;  then 
she  became  perfectly  still,  as  if  breathing  her  last;  perfectly 
numb;  became  stitf;  the  thumbs  adducted;  the  pulse,  feeble 
and  rapid  at  first,  is  now  intermittent  and  irregular;  fingers  stiff; 
numbness  most  intense  in  the  knuckles.  Dr.  Atkinson,  the  fam- 
ily attendant,  who  was  present,  suggested  that  a  hypodermic 
injection  of  morphine  be  given  to  relax  the  system.  One-sixth 
of  a  grain  was  accordingly  injected  with  a  most  happy  eHect. 
The  tense  muscles  relaxed ;  the  breathing  became  easier,  and  the 
patient  was  soon  comfortable.  The  toxic  effects  of  the  cocaine 
had  been  entirely  overcome.  I  would  call  especial  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  constriction  seemed  in  the  chest,  especially  on  the 
right  side,  while  the  heart  was  free,  no  discomfort  whatsoever 
being  felt  there. 

Mrs.  F.,  aged  35,  the  mother  of  two  children,  was  suffering 
from  nausea  of  pregnancy,  which  had  existed  for  three  or  four 
weeks  when  I  was  first  consulted. 

I  made  an  application  of  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine 
to  the  slightly  eroded  cervix  with  a  most  happy  effect.  Upon 
the  following  day  I  called  again,  taking  a  vial  containing  two 
drachms  of  a  four  per  cent  solution — ^five  grains  of  cocaine — and 
whilst  conversing  with  the  patient,  I  gave  her  some  five  or  six 
drops,  perhaps  one-tenth  of  a  grain,  in  a  few  teaspoonfuls  of 
water  in  a  sherry  glass ;  I  then  made  an  application  to  the  cer- 
vix and  cervical  canal,  using  perhaps  a  drachm  of  the  fluid, 
some  two  and  a  half  grains  locally,  and  after  the  application, 
while  giving  her  instructions,  again  administered  five  drops  in  a 
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sherry  glass,  with  a  little  water,  thus  having  used  perhaps  one- 
fifth  of  a  grain  internally  and  about  two  and  a  half  locally.  The 
patient  experienced  great  relief,  but  being  unexpectedly  sum- 
moned to  one  of  the  Northern  States  that  night,  I  was  unable  to 
see  her  upon  the  following  day,  and  so  informed  her.  Having 
been  greatly  relieved  by  the  treatment,  and  experiencing  return 
of  the  nausea,  she  determined  to  take  the  cocaine  as  I  had  given 
it  to  her.  Presuming  that  I  had  given  her  all  the  cocaine  inter- 
nally, and  seeing  that  I  had  used  the  greater  part  of  the  vial,  at 
least  two-thirds,  she  concluded  to  take  the  remaining  one-third, 
about  two  grains,  upon  her  own  responsibility ;  thinking  that  as 
I  had  given  her,  as  she  presumed,  so  much  more,  the  smaller 
quantity,  one  and  a  half  to  two  grains,  would  do  her  no  harm, 
she  accordingly  took  the  remaining  forty  drops  of  the  four  per 
cent  solution,  just  as  it  was,  at  one  dose.  A  weakness  soon 
overcame  her,  with  an  oppression  about  the  heart,  symptoms 
which  she  had  often  before  experienced  when  suffering  from  her 
dyspepsia ;  although,  when  suffering  from  dyspepsia,  with  these 
feelings  she  had  been  excited,  nervous,  walking  about,  and  now 
she  was  quiet,  as  if  fading  away.  Immediately  after  taking  the 
dose  she  felt  a  complete  numbness  along  the  left  half  of  the 
tongue  and  throat,  extending  downwards  to  the  stomach,  dis- 
tinctly describing  the  course  of  the  esophagus ;  to  test  the  feel- 
ing, she  bit  her  tongue,  and  found  it  perfectly  dead  or  numb. 
Within  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  the  entire  body  became  cold  and 
numb ;  her  hands  were  wrapped  in  hot  flannels ;  hot  irons  put  to 
the  feet ;  her  breathing  was  free,  but  her  heart  felt  as  if  con- 
stricted by  an  iron  band.  Frightened  by  this  feelmg  of  weak- 
ness, of  fading  away  as  if  she  were  dying,  she  got  up  and 
walked  about  to  test  her  strength,  but  the  feebleness  of  her 
heart,  which  beat  with  intense  rapidity  and  loudness,  would 
force  her  to  sit  down  again.  She  felt  neither  the  tingling  in 
hands  and  feet,  nor  the  numbness  and  oppression  of  the  chest, 
which  had  been  experienced  in  the  previous  case,  Mrs.  C.  With 
rubbing,  and  hot  applications  to  her  hands  and  feet,  her  body 
by-and-by  became  warm,  but  the  oppression  and  constriction  of 
the  heart  continued  throughout  the  day,  even  until  bed-time. 
Being  confident  that  the  dose  of  cocaine  which  she  had  taken 
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was  much'  smaller  than  the  one  I  had  given  her,  she  had  no 
thoughts  of  a  poisonous  effect,  hut  attributed  this  feeling  to  an 
attack  of  dyspepsia.  She  tells  me  that  her  condition  was  such 
that  had  she  thought  she  had  taken  an  overdose  of  cocaine,  she 
would  not  have  survived  it.  She  lay  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time,  quietly,  feebly  and  perfectly  relaxed,  in  an  easy-chair,  but 
when  the  feeling  of  fading  away  threatened  to  completely  over- 
come her  she  would  walk  about,  then  this  rapid  hammering  of 
the  enfeebled  heart,  which  beat  at  such  a  fearful  rate,  would 
again  cause  her  to  sit  down.  Toward  four  o'clock  the  severity 
of  the  symptoms  lessened,  altough  they  did  not  pass  away  until 
bed-time.  During  all  this  the  head  was  not  affected  at  all,  and 
the  lungs  were  also  free. 

I  record  these  cases  to  impress  the  necessity  of  caution  in  the 
use  of  this  remedy,  and  to  show  how  much  we  yet  have  to  learn 
with  regard  to  its  effects.  Some  constitutions  seem  to  suffer 
toxic  effects  from  small  quantities  locally  applied.  Again,  we 
hear  of  a  half  a  grain  being  taken  internally  by  physicians  ex- 
perimenting with  the  remedy,  or  the  same  quantity  injected 
hypodermically  without  ill  effect. 

That  may  be  the  case  in  strong,  healthy  males,  but  nervous  wo- 
men are  far  more  easily  influenced.  The  range  being  so  wide  a 
one,  it  will  be  far  safer  to  repeatedly  give  small  doses  at  inter- 
vals of  two  hours,  at  least  until  we  become  familiar  with  the  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  individual. — Weekly  Med,  Review. 


An  Iniroduetory  Paper  on  American  Eoleotieism. — ^Bv  A.  W. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 

Our  system  of  medicine  was  founded  by  Dr.  Wooster  Beach, 
an  old  school  physician  of  New  York  City,  about  the  year  1835. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of 
New  York.  He  practiced  a  number  of  years  in  the  old  way, 
bleeding,  calomel,  antimony  and  opium  being  the  chief  reme- 
dies, till  persuaded  that  it  was  a  devitalizing  treatment  he  aban- 
doned it  for  a  better  way.  He  relates  that  he  at  one  time  was 
accustomed  to  take  a  bleeder  with  him  on  bis  rounds  to  bleed  his 
patients.  Gradually  this  was  given  up,  and  only  local  bleeding 
with  cups  and  leeches  was  resorted  to.      In  time  local  bleedings 


310  Abstracts. 

were  abandoned  also,  and  for  ten  years,  with  an  exceptionally 
large  practice,  no  sort  of  bleeding  was  resorted  to.  So  with  the 
use  of  minerals,  especially  mercurials,  at  first  he  used  them,  then 
he  began  to  replace  them  with  vegetable  remedies.  Of  the 
yellow  wash  he  says  that  he  used  it  at  first  in  S3rphilitic  sores  and 
chronic  ulcers,  but  latterly  he  found  the  mild  vegetable  caustic 
to  be  an  efficient  substitute  for  it.  He  appears  to  have  still 
retained  red  precipitate  in  the  ophthalmic  ointment,  though  the 
manifest  tendency  in  his  practice  was  to  give  up  the  use  of  mer- 
cury and  the  poisonous  minerals,  in  the  treatment  of  all  diseases, 
as  dangerous,  and  in  the  hands  of  most  practitioners  positively 
pernicious.  He  brings  abundant  proof  of  the  injuty  done  to  the 
system  by  calomel  and  depleting  remedies.  He  mentions  the 
cases  of  Washington,  Byron  and  President  Harrison ;  they  were 
bled,  and  salivated,  and  poisoned  with  noxious  minerals,  till  the 
conclusion  is  inevitable  that  they  died  at  the  hands  of  their  phy- 
sicians, rather  than  from  disease.  He  relates,  as  a  common 
practice  in  form,  the  taking  of  three  hundred  ounces  of  blood  in 
three  days,  and  protests  against  it  He  says  positively  that  the 
poisonous  minerals,  mercury,  antimony,  arsenic  and  lead,  ought 
never  to  be  used  as  internal  remedies,  no  more  than  one  would 
handle  a  poisonous  serpent.  He  believed  that  if  the  public  were 
informed  of  the  danger  they  would  aid  in  reforming  the  practice 
of  medicine,  by  refusing  to  employ  doctors  who  persisted  in 
using  these  mineral  poisons.  This  was  true.  The  people  now 
have  a  wholesome  dread  of  taking  calomel  and  other  mineral 
poisons  into  the  system.  The  allopathist  who  still  gives  calomel 
to  his  patients  on  the  sly  is  in  mortal  fear,  lest  salivation  should 
occur  and  he  sacrifice  his  reputation.  It  is  no  longer  a  good 
thing  as  of  old,  to  touch  the  g^ms  of  a  patient.  The  homoeop- 
athist  too,  who  gives  the  mercurials  in  low  potencies,  is  subject 
to  a  like  peril,  and  the  cunning  allopathist  is  not  slow  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  An  amusing  case  of  this  kind  occurred  at 
Aurora  in  this  state  a  few  years  ago,  where  the  allopathi&ts 
accused  a  homoeopathist  of  salivating  his  patient  with  mercury. 
It  illustrated'  the  old  saying  that  the  pot  shall  not  call  the  kettle 
black.  Eclectics  do  not  find  the  mercurials  necessary  in  the 
treatment  of  disease. 
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Dr.  Beach  believed  that  animal  food  tended  to  cause  a  ple- 
thoric condition  of  the  system,  and  was  the  cause  of  much  ill 
health.  He  was  accustomed  to  treat  many  chronic  ailments 
with  an  exclusive  vegetable  diet,  Graham  bread,  water  and 
ripe  fruits  being  the  chief  articles  directed  as  food.  During  the 
epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera  he  advised  his  patrons  and  patients 
to  abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  meat,  and  adopt  a  vegetable 
diet  as  above.  If  we  add  the  necessity  of  pure  water,  this  ac- 
cords with  the  views  that  prevail  to-day. 

He  took  a  high  moral  stand,  advocated  temperance  in  all 
things,  and  an  observance  of  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion. 

In  no  case  did  he  consider  it  necessary  to  give  liquors  con- 
taining alcohol,  as  brandy  and  whisky,  to  the  sick,  but  advised 
pure  wine,  which  he  speaks  of  as  not  containing  alcohol,  to  be 
given  in  the  later  stages  of  protracted  disease. 

He  advised  that  schools  for  instruQling  midwives  and  nurses 
be  established ;  and  it  is  notable  that  Eclectic  colleges  were  the 
first  to  admit  women. 

He  says  a  great  deal  about  equalizing  the  circulation.  Where 
the  feet  were  cold  he  used  hot  baths.  He  relates  cases  of  sore 
eyes  treated  by  frequent  hot  foot-baths,  and  cases  of  blindness 
of  two  years'  standing  cured  in  this  way.  He  claimed  that 
coldness  of  the  skin  and  extremities  in  disease,  as  in  ordinary 
fevers,  and  the  congestive  chill,  was  proof  that  blood  was  drawn 
from  the  skin  and  extremities  to  central  organs,  carrying  with  it 
noxious  waste  products  of  the  perspiration,  and  the  remedy  was 
to  produce  a  gentle  sweat  by  the  sudorific  tincture  and  warm 
stimulating  baths. 

His  treatment  of  pneumonia  was  simple ;  to  keep  up  a  deter- 
mination to  the  surface  was  the  chief  part  of  it.  The  fever  was 
regarded  as  conservative,  and  the  cough  nature's  method  of  re- 
lieving the  lungs.  His  cough  powder,  a  combination  of  cap- 
sicum, ipecac  and  opium,  in  the  dose  given  was  indeed  a  stimu- 
lant of  the  vital  powers.  He  sought  in  this  disease,  as  else- 
where, to  simplify  his  treatment,  as  he  suggests  that  ipecac  alone 
might  be  a  sufficient  internal  remedy.  The  Eclectics  of  to-day 
have  improved  on  his  treatment  rather  in  its  pleasantness  and 
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the  elegance  of  the  remedial  measures  employed,  than  in  any 
fundamental  change  of  his  principle.  Where  it  is  known  how 
formidable  is  this  disease  now  in  the  hands  of  the  allopathist, 
who  still  employs  tartar  emetic  and  opium  in  large  doses,  we 
are  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  treatment  of  Beach,  just  as 
it  was  left  us  by  him. 

The  alkaline  bath  in  fevers  appears  to  have  been  introduced 
by  him  and  is  now  regarded  as  indispensable  in  the  treatment  of 
the  sick. 

He  regarded  it  as  the  office  of  the  physician  to  assist  nature. 
Although  he  does  not  say  in  words  that  the  vital  power  is  always 
depressed  in  disease  and  must  be  sustained — the  belief  of  Eclec- 
tics now — this  idea  is  apparent  everywhere  in  his  writing^  as 
having  been  held  by  him.  Stimulant  baths  and  capsicum  in- 
ternally, ten  grains  at  a  dose,  was  a  stereotyped  treatment  with 
him  in  congestive  chills,  severe  cholera  morbus,  Asiatic  cholera, 
and  collapse  from  any  cause.  Where  the  skin  was  clogged  it 
must  be  opened  by  a  bath  of  weak  lye  or  saleratus  water ;  where 
the  skin  and  extremities  were  cold  and  pale,  hot  stimulant  baths 
must  be  employed,  this  he  called  equalizing  the  circulation. 
Where  the  stomach  was  loaded  and  oppressed  it  must  be  emptied 
with  an  emetic ;  where  the  function  of  any  organ  was  abnormal, 
remedial  measures  that  strengthened  rather  than  depressed  were 
employed.  He  appears  to  have  entertained  the  opinion  that  in 
the  plants  of  .our  own  country  might  eventually  be  found  rem- 
edies for  all  the  diseases  incident  to  it.  He  believed  in  the  com- 
bination of  remedies  acting  similarly,  but  was.  opposed  to  put- 
ting many  medicines  into  one  formula.  To  produce  a  gentle 
moisture  of  the  skin  rather  than  a  profuse  perspiration ;  to  give 
as  little  medicine  as  possible,  and  in  a  concentrated  form,  were 
cardinal  aims  in  his  practice.  He  believed  that  a  principal  cause 
of  disease  was  obstruction  of  the  pores  of  the  skin  whereby  ex- 
crementitious  products  were  retained  in  the  system,  and  his  ref- 
erence to  Broussan  leads  to  the  opinion  that  he  believed  that  the 
stomach  and  bowels  were  the  first  to  feel  the  effect  of  this  poison. 
If  we  take  the  order  of  his  treatment  we  are  still  more  impressed 
that  this  was  his  opinion ;  first  an  emetic  to  clean  the  oppressed 
stomach,  then  a  sudorific  to  throw  the  poisoned  blood  wave  back 
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to  the  skin,  then  a  cathartic  to  remove  vitiated  humors  from  the 
bowels.  But  Beach  was  not  a  theorist.  If  his  treatment  was 
disagreeable  he  gave  proof  that  it  cured  his  patients,  and  that 
after  all  is  the  chief  end  of  our  labors. 

This  is  an  age  of  pleasant  medication,  and  scepticism  in  re- 
gard to  remedial  means,  and  we  have  to  look  to  it  that  we  do 
not  allow  good  methods,which  have  stood  the  test  of  experience, 
to  fall  into  disuse  because  they  lack  elegance.  **  Why,"  says  a 
writer  in  the  New  York  Tribune^  an  advocate  of  homcBopathy, 
^*should  we  neglect  to  use  the  neutralizing  cordial"  [one  of 
Beach's  medicines],  '* which  has  carried  so  many  babies  safely 
through  the  summer  complaint?"  In  surgery  Beach  was  con- 
servative. He  believed  that  many  cases  could  be  cured  by  med- 
ical treatment  which  were  too  hastily  consigned  to  the  surgeon's 
knife.  He  relates  many  cases  of  this  sort,  and  cites  Sir  Benja- 
min Brodie  on  '*  disease  of  joints"  as  proof  of  it.  He  com- 
plains that  surgeons  were  too  much  inclined  to  resort  to  the 
knife  for  the  glory  of  an  operation. 

Beach  sought  constantly  to  improve  on  his  methods.  He  re- 
marks that  the  sudorific  tincture,  which,  as  given,  contained  six 
ingredients,  might  eventually  be  replaced  by  a  single  native  rem- 
edy (prophecy  fulfilled  jaborandi). 

He  believed  that  from  facts  obtained  at  the  bed-side  of  the 
sick  alone  could  a  rational  and  true  practice  of  medicine  be 
constructed,  that  there  was  no  theory  tiiat  could  be  applied  \n 
explaining  disease  or  the  action  of  remedies  that  could  cover  the 
whole  ground.  Though  he  advocated  the  theory  of  contraries, 
his  practice  was  based  on  experience  alone.  To  get  these  facts 
he  availed  himself  of  every  means.  He  not  only  consulted 
learned  authorities,  and  visited  European  hospitals,  but  he  says, 
^*  I  have  not  thought  it  beneath  me  to  converse  with  root  and 
Indian  doctors^  and  every  one  who  has  professed  to  possess  any 
valuable  remedy,  or  any  improved  method  of  treating  disease." 
Thus,  with  material  from  every  source,  rejecting  the  bad  and  re- 
taining the  good,  and  giving  especial,  but  not  exclusive,  promi- 
nence to  the  native  medicinal  plants,  he  proposed  a  work  on  the 
practice  of  medicine  so  different  from  anything  heretofore  pub- 
lished as  to  fairly  entitle  him  to  the  honor  of  having  given  the 
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world  a  new  system.  The  importance  of  his  labors  were  ac- 
knowledged by  eminent  men  of  science  in  the  old  world,  by  il- 
lustrious physicians  (there  was  no  iron  clad  cod  of  ethics  then), 
by  dukes  and  kings,  and  even  by  the  pope. 

Were  our  profession  free  from  bigotry  and  prejudice,  this  re- 
markable man  would  certainly  have  been  put  in  a  position  to 
have  given  the  widest  possible  publication  to  his  opinions,  and 
the  reform  which  he  sought  would  have  been  speedy  and  univer- 
sal. As  it  was  he  claimed  that  doctors  feared  to  go  against 
prevailing  opinions,  and  preferred  to  float  easily  on  the  tide  of 
error,  rather  than  stem  the  torrent  of  truth.  His  labors  have 
been  rewarded.  There  are  now  thousands  of  Eclectic  physicians 
who  follow  substantially  the  methods  he  originated,  gathering 
the  good  from  every  source,  and  laboring  to  perfect  our  art. 
Native  medicinal  plants  have  been  brought  into  use  as  the  direct 
result  of  their  labors.  The  crude  remedy  has  been  subjected  to 
chemical  manipulation  and  the  remedial  principal  obtained  in  a 
concentrated  and  elegant  form. 

So  powerful  has  been  the  influence  of  Beach  and  his  followers 
that  the  best  informed  physicians  of  our  time  believe  in,  and 
practice  our  methods ;  and  our  remedies,  in  the  forms  we  use 
them,  are  in  constant  use  throughout  the  world.  Our  practice  is 
now  represented  by  the  National,  and  twenty-three  state  socie- 
ties, ten  medical  colleges,  fourteen  monthly  periodicals,  and 
over  10,000  practitioners. 

In  their  views  the  Eclectics  are  independent,  they  might  in 
fact  be  called  Independents.  We  stand  on  the  broad  platform 
of  liberalism,  not  bound  by  any  creed,  or  jealous  restraining 
code.  We  have  always  regarded  the  diseases  of  our  country  as 
characterized  by  special  conditions,  that  require  treatment  wholly 
different  from  some  similar  diseases  occurring  in  the  old  world. 
That  the  American  physician,  as  a  member  of  a  republican 
government,  ought  to  be  free  and  independent,  not  controlled 
by  European  precedents :  That  as  every  true  citizen  is,  so  should 
every  physician  be,  in  himself  a  sovereign. —  Chic* Med,  Times. 


The  dangers  of  cocaine  need  not  deter  us  from  using  it  when 
indicated.     We  are  not  afraid  of  it. — [Editor. 
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Oleate  of  Copper  in  Tinea  Capitis.  —  By  Robert  Boal,  M.  D.^ 
Peoria,  III. 

Among^the  parasitic  skin  diseases  few  are  more  annoying 
to  the  patient,  or  whose  treatment  is  often  so  unsatisfactory 
and  perplexing  to  the  physician,  than  the  affection  popularly 
known  as  scald  head.  Its  appearance  is  so  familiar  and  well 
marked  that  any  description  of  it  is  unnecessary.  Nor  can  it  be 
mistaken  for  any  other  affection.  It  is  called  by  various  names, 
trycophytosis  capitis,  tinea  circinatis,  tinea  capitis,  and  others, 
all  these  names  having  reference  to  the  parasite  which  produces 
these  changes  on  the  skin.  The  great  difficulty  in  curing  many 
cases  largely  depends  upon  the  depth  and  extent  to  which  the 
parasite  has  propagated  itself.  If  its  ravages  are  confined  to 
the  surface  of  the  skin,  and  do  not  reach  the  hair  follicles,  any  of 
the  ordinary  parasiticides  will  generally  arrest  the  disease ;  or 
juniper  tea,  sulphur  and  other  remedies  of  that  class  will  suffice. 
But  if  the  parasite  has  burrowed  down  in  to  the  hair  follicles, 
stronger  remedies  will  be  required.  The  milder  agents  which 
have  been  named,  may  cause  a  temporary  improvement  by 
destroying  the  parasites  upon  the  surface,  while  those  that  are 
under  it  and  in  the  hair  follicles  are  not  reached.  The  remedy 
which  I  have  found  to  most  effectually  destroy  these  deeply  hid- 
den parasites  is  the  oleate  of  copper.  My  attention  was  called 
to  this  preparation  some  two  years  ago,  in  a  paragraph  in  one  of 
the  medical  journals,  and  I  determined  to  give  it  a  trial  upon  the 
first  opportunity. 

Last  year  I  was  called  upon  to  see  a  patient,  17  years  of  age, 
well  formed,  robust,  and  in  apparent  good  health.  I  found  the 
entire  scalp  covered  with  large,  branny  scabs,  from  beneath 
which  a  discharge  had  issued  which  became  hardened  by  the  con- 
tact of  the  air ;  the  hairs  were  broken  off,  and  looked  like  stub- 
ble. They  had  lost  their  glistening  appearance,  were  dry,  and 
apparently  dead.  The  eruption  not  only  covered  the  entire  scalp, 
but  extended  down  to  the  upper  side  of  the  face  and  over  the 
ears.  It  was  one  of  the  worst  and  most  unpromising  cases  I  ever 
saw.  Nearly  all  of  the  ordinary  germicides  had  been  tried 
without  avail  under  other  hands.  I  determined  to  use  the  oleate 
of  copper.     An  ointment  of  cosmoline,  containing  20  per  cent. 
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of  the  oleate,  was  applied  twice  a  day,  having:  previously  gently 
removed  all  the  detached  and  partially  detached  branny  scabs 
with  a  hair  brush.  Under  this  treatment  the  case  began  to  im- 
prove, and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  scalp  assumed  a  healthy 
appearance,  the  hair  grew  rapidly,  and  the  disease  was  cured. 
More  than  a  year  has  elapsed  since  that  time,  and  there  is  no 
return  of  the  disease.  The  oleic  acid  with  which  the  c6pper  is 
combined  seems  to  have  the  power  to  penetrate  to  the  depth  of 
the  hair  follicles  laden  with  the  copper,  a  combination  which 
effectually  destroys  the  parasite. 

No  constitutional  treatment  was  used  or  required.  The  oint- 
ment should  be  well  but  gently  rubbed  upon  the  parts  once  or 
twice  a  day  as  required.  In  most  cases  an  ointmient  containing 
from  lo  to  15  per  cent,  of  the  oleate  of  copper  will  be  strong 
enough.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  reme- 
dies we  possess  in  this  troublesome  and  disagreeable  affection. 
I  shall  use  it  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  with  more  confidence 
than  any  other  remedy,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  a 
trial  of  it  to  others.  — Peoria  Med,  Monthly.^ 


TTse  of  Electricity  in  Cases  of  SuBpended  Vital  Functioii. — By 
John  J.  Caldwell,  Baltimore. 

We  have  been  induced  to  try  the  effects  of  electricity  in  cases 
of  suspended  vital  function  resulting  from  narcosis,  and  cases  of 
apparent  death  from  drowning,  from  experiments  upon  living 
rabbits  made  by  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  of  England,  from  which  it 
appears  that  electric  force  was  used  to  substitute  nerve  power. 
The  pneumogastric  nerve  of  the  animal  was  severed  immediately 
■after  it  had  eaten  some  parsely.  After  the  death  of  the  animal, 
which  had  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  perished  from  suf- 
focation, the  stomach  was  opened,  and  the  parsley  found  un- 
•digested.  A  similar  experiment  of  section  of  pneumogastric 
nerve  was  made,  but  a  current  of  galvanism  passed  along  the 
nerve  and  continued  for  twenty-six  hours.  No  difficulty  of 
breathing  occurred  as  long  as  the  current  was  kept  up.  The 
animal  was  killed,  the  stomach  examined ;  the  parsley  was  com- 
pletely digested.  It  thus  appeared  th/it  galvanic  energy  is 
capable  of  supplying  nervous  influence,  in  that  the  process  of 
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digestion  may  be  carried  on.     Similar  experiments  were  made 
upon  dogs  with  like  results. 

The  following  cases  illustrate  the .  beneficial  effects  of  elec- 
tricity to  restore  suspended  and  impaired  vital  function : 

Casb  I. — ^In  the  summer  of  1873  I  was  called  to  see  a  child, 
Jennie  C,  suffering  from  a  poisonous  dose  of  laudanum.  Every 
other  means  except  electricity  had  been  tried  without  benefit. 
The  laudanum  had  been  swallowed  some  twelve  hours.  A  pow- 
erful current  was  continued  for  more  than  three  hours,  with  the 
result  of  complete  restoration.  The  respiration  from  nine  the 
minute  was  increased  to  eighteen  or  twenty,  when  the  pupils 
began  to  dilate,  the  pulse  became  normal  and  consciousness  was 
restored;  vomiting  and  purging  ensued.  The  current  wa& 
passed  by  placing  the  positive  pole  over  the  pneumogastric 
nerve,  at  the  angle  of  the  sternocleido-mastoid  muscle,  and  the 
negative  pole  over  the  epigastrium. 

Cass  II. — In  1874  I  was  called  to  attend  a  person  in  the 
Maryland  Inebriate  Asylum  who  attempted  suicide  by  taking 
opium.  The  usual  remedies  had  been  tried  and  found  unavail- 
ing. A  Faradic  current  was  applied  and  continued  from  3  a.  m. 
to  7  A.  M.  The  respiration  rose  from  seven  to  eighteen  the 
minute.     Patient  restored. 

Cass  III. — Was  one  of  dyspnoea  from  delirium  tremens. 
Faradism  was  applied,  but  the  poles  reversed  in  order  to  obtain 
a  sedative  rather  than  a  tonic  effect.  Within  a  few  hours  ner- 
vous excitement  subsided,  aided  by  large  and  frequent  doses  of 
digitalis,  sleep  ensued.     The  patient  recovered. 

Case  IV. — Twenty  taken  from  the  Med.  and  Surg,  Re-- 
porter^  New  York,  reported  by  Ed.  C.  HarWood.  An  infant 
aged  nineteen  da3r8  had  been  narcotized  by  morphine.  He  was 
relieved  by  means  of  the  Faradic  battery. 

Cass  V. — Reported  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Pancoast  {Afed.  and 
Surg,  Reporter^  May  .9,  1874).  The  patient  had  taken  120 
grains  of  chloral  and  8  grains  of  morphia.  The  battery  was 
used  fourteen  hours  and  life  saved. 

Cass  VI. — George,  a  colored  boy,  was  fished  out  of  the  dock 
half  an  hour  after  immersion,  apparently  dead.  I  had  but  slight 
hopes   of  his  resuscitation.     There  was  some   heat  about  the 
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spinal  column  and  head.  I  applied  a  powerful  secondary  cur- 
rent for  several  hours.  At  length  I  discovered  faint  heart  signs, 
then  occasional  sighs,  which  greatly  augmented.  The  organs 
gradually  resumed  their  functions.  The  patient  was  restored  to 
life. 

Case  VII.— yls  reported  in  the  Virginia  Med.  Monthly^  May, 
1S74.  ''  Resuscitation  after  thirteen  and  a  half  minutes  of  ap- 
parent death."  At  a  meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  March  1 1 ,  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre  exhibited  a 
string  of  beads,  one  of  which  had  been  taken  from  the  trachea 
of  a  child  seven  years  of  age.  She  was  relieved  by  tracheotomy. 
She  coughed  out  the  bead,  gave  one  inspiration  and  died.  Alco- 
hol was  injected  into  the  rectum,  and  the  galvanic  current  passed 
through  the  phenic  nerve.  She  immediately  rallied,  and  then 
had  no  further  trouble. 

Such  are  some  of  the  wonderful  effects  of  electricity  (Fara- 
dism)  in  restoring  suspended  animation.  They  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  proper  batteries  and  instruments  in  all  life- 
saving  stations,  police  headquarters,  hospitals  and  other  institu- 
tions, so  that  the  aid  of  this  powerful  and  wonderful  agent  may 
be  invoked  in  all  cases  of  suspended  vital  functions. —  Tike  Med. 
Herald. 


Cocaine  in  the  Opium-Habit. 

H.  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Editor  of  the  Therapeutic  Gazette: 

Dear  Doctor: — In  the  May  number  of  the  Therapeutic 
Gazette,  page  329,  in  the  article  on  Therapeutic  Value  of  Can- 
nabinon,  is  this  paragraph : 

^'Richter  also  made  some  interesting  observations  with  cocaine, 
and  found  that  injections  of  cocaine  could  replace  morphine  in- 
jections without  causing  morphine  hunger.  The  unpleasant 
effects  of  the  period  of  abstinence  are  totally  suppressed." 

Does  he  say  anything  more  on  that  point  in  the  article  or  else- 
where ?  I  am  much  interested  in  anything  on  the  subject  of 
morphine-habit,  since  I  have  a  dear  friend  whom  I  am  trying  to 
cure  of  it.  If  you  can  point  me  to  anything  on  the  subject  at  all 
new  you  will  much  oblige.  I  have  somewhere  else  seen  an  allu- 
sion to  cocaine  as  being  used  in  the  treatment  of  the  habit,  but 
nothing  in  detail,  simply  a  mention  of  it 
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I  congratulate  you  on  the  great  improvement  in  the  Gazette. 
I  would  rather  be  without  any  or  all  of  the  three  or  four  other 
journals  I  take  than  the  Therapeutic  Gazette.  May  you  have 
abundant  success.  •  S.  W.  Caldwell,  M.  D. 

Trbnton,  Tenn.,  May  21,  1885. 

[There  has  been  considerable  testimony  as  to  the  value  of  co- 
caine in  the  treatment  of  the  opium-habit,  and  I  have  myself  in 
one  very  severe  case  stopped  the  use  of  opium  at  once  by  exhib- 
iting five  or  six  times  a  day  half  an  ounce  of  the  fluid  extract  of 
erythroxylon  with  the  result  of  a  most  rapid  cure,  without  serious 
symptoms.  Especially  did  the  gastro-intestinal  symptoms  which 
are  so  apt  to  follow  the  abrupt  treatment  of  the  opium-habit  ap- 
pear to  be  relieved.  Hypodermic  injections  of  cocaine,  of 
course,  could  be  substituted  for  the  exhibition  of  the  eiythroxylon 
by  the  mouth,  and,  as  much  of  the  erythroxylon  of  commerce  is 
inert,  is  more  certain.  And  half  a  g^ain  of  the  alkaloidal  salt 
might  be  given  hypodermically  every  four  hours.  Possibly  it 
would  be  wiser  to  begin  with  the  smaller  amount  and  increase 
until  some  effect  was  induced. — H.  C.  W.] 

Incontinence  of  XTrine  in  Children. 

The  Medical  World  thus  abstracts  Eustace  Smith : 
'^Of  medicines  which  diminish  irritability,  belladonna  takes 
the  first  place,  but  it  is  important  to  be  aware  that  this  remedy, 
to  be  effectual,  must  be  given  in  full  doses.  Children  have  a 
very  remarkable  tolerance  for  belladonna,  and  will  often  take  it 
in  surprising  quantities  before  any  of  the  physiological  effects  of 
the  drug  can  be  produced.  In  obstinate  cases  of  enuresis  the 
medicine  should  be  pushed  so  as  to  produce  dilatation  of  the  pu- 
pils,* with  slight  dryness  of  the  throat.  In  children  of  four  or  five 
years  of  age,  it  is  best  to  begin  with  twenty-five  or  thirty  drops 
of  the  tincture  of  belladonna,  g^ven  three  times  in  the  day,  and 
to  increase  the  dose  by  five  drops  every  second  or  third  day,  of 
course  watching  the  effect.  Ergot  is  another  remedy  which  is 
often  very  successful.  For  a  child  of  the  same  age,  twenty 
drops  of  the  fluid  extract  may  be  given  several  times  in  the  day. 
Bromide  of  potassium,  benzoic  acid  (dose,  five  to  ten  grains) 
and  benzoate  of  ammonia,  digitalis,  borax,  cantharides,  camphor 
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and  chloral  have  all  been  recommended  as  specifics  in  this  com- 
plaint. Sometimes  a  combination  of  several  drugs  seems  to  be 
more  effectual  than  one  given  alone.  I  have  lately  cured  a  little 
girl,  aged  four  years,  who  had  resisted  all  other  treatment,  with 
the  following  draught  given  three  times  in  the  day :  R.  Tinct. 
belladonna,  gtts.  j. ;  potas.  brom.,  grs.  x. ;  infus.  digitalis,  ^ij.  ^ 
aquamad.,  3SS.     M.     Ft.  haustus. 

When  the  incontinence  continues  in  the  day  as  well  as  at  night, 
strychnia  should  be  combined  with  the  sedative,  so  as  to  give 
tone  to  the  feeble  sphincter.  In  these  cases,  too,  cauterization  of 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  with  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  0].-*-3J.  to  the  ounce  of  water)  has  been  found  success- 
ful." 


Sulphide  of  Oalcium  to  Prevent  Suppuration  in  Small-poz  and 
Chieken-pox. 

Surgeon-Major  C.  J.  Peters,  of  the  British  army  in  India  (/if- 
dtan  Medical  Oazette)^  relates  a  number  of  cases  in  which  he 
succeeded  in  preventing  the  suppuration  of  the  cutaneous  lesions, 
and  therefore  the  secondary  fever  of  small-pox,  some  years  ago, 
by  the  local  use  of  a  mixture  of  the  pentasulphide  and  the  hypo- 
sulphite of  Calcium  (commonly  called  sulphide  of  calcium)  pre-^ 
pared  by  boiling  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  quicklime  and  half  a 
pound  of  sulphur  in  five  imperial  pints  of  water  until  the  liquid 
was  reduced  to  three  pints  in  measurement,  when  it  was  filtered 
and  kept  in  glass-stoppered  bottles.  If  ordinary  well  or  river 
water  is  used,  a  white  precipitate  is  liable  to  form  in  three  or 
four  days,  while  the  solution  loses  its  color  and  is  no  longer  effi-, 
cacious ;  it  should  therefore  be  freshly  prepared  in  quantities  only 
sufficient  for  three  or  four  days'  use.  It  is  applied  to  the  affected 
parts  two  or  three  times  a  day,  with  a  feather,  taking  care  that 
none  of  it  gets  into  the  eyes.  As  a  rule,  the  pocks  thus  treated 
did  not  suppurate,  but  withered  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
days.  The  author  believes  that  the  lotion  acts  by  destroying  the 
germs  of  the  disease,  preventing  suppuration,  and  g^uarding 
against  the  complication  that  results  from  blood-poisoning.  He 
would  now  combine  its  use  with  the  internal  employment  of  the 
drug. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 
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The  Ideal  Medical  Education. 

Under  this  heading,  Prof.  Romaine  J.  Curtiss,  M.  D.,  of 
Joliet,  111.,  in  a  communication  to  the  N.  E.  Medical  Monthly ^ 
makes  so  many  good  hits  that  we  take  pleasure  in  reprinting  a 
part  of  the  paper  in  this  issue  of  our  journal.  Prof.  Curtiss  is  a 
leading  light  in  the  so-called  regular  profession,  but  he  fearlessly 
ventures  to  behave  as  an  independent  man,  and  we  have  always 
admired  him,  although  we  sometimes  differ  with  him.  In  the 
paper  referred  to  he  says : 

*^  The  question  begins  to  be  apparent  that  medical  arts  and  sci^ 
ences  have  been  progressive ;  they  have  developed,  and  the  steps 
of  their  development,  as  we  see  them  now,  appear  to  be  princi* 
pally  errors. 

**The  question  comes  up,  in  general  terms,  which  is  the  more 
hurtful :  an  error,  religiously  taught  and  enforced,  or  the  common 
mistakes  of  ignorance  ?  How  much  of  the  medical  practice  is 
really  verified  science  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  diseases  (zymotic) 
end  by  self -limitation,  and  not  by  cure ;  even  if  the  '  cure '  is 
prescribed  by  the  most  learned  of  modern  doctors,  or  whether 
prescribed  by  Avicenna,  Galen  or  Hippocrates  ?  Is  there  any  one 
thing,  in  fact,  that  has  killed  more  people  in  the  history  of  the 
world  than  scientific  and  religious  dogma?  In  my  opinion^ 
there  never  has  been,  and  there  is  now,  no  greater  danger  to  hu- 
man life  than  dogmas  in  all  *•  schools '  of  medicine,  unless  it  be 
the  earthquakes  in  Spain.  When  the  war  ended,  the  writer  re- 
turned to  civil  life  and  settled  down  to  practice.  While  making 
a  call  one  day  on  an  old  doctor  who  was  a  neighbor  another  old 
doctor  called  who  was  a  neighbor,  but  lived  some  miles  away. 
The  two  old  doctors  went  to  talking  up  the  prevailing  diseases^ 
with  clinical  comments,  and  to  comparing  notes.  It  turned  out 
that  pneumonia  was  the  prevailing  disease.  Dr.  No.  2  stated 
that  he  had  treated,  during  the  past  two  months,  six  cases.  They 
all  died.  He  bled  them  repeatedly,  and  used,  '  alteratives,'  and 
lotioned  and  blistered  them,  but  they  all  died.  The  other  doc- 
tor had  several  cases,  which  he  did  not  bleed,  he  said,  and 
had  a  g^ood  per  cent,  of  recoveries,  and  advised  his  friend  not  to 


322  EditoriaL 

bleed  so  much.  ^  I  find,'  said  he,  '  since  the  cholera  epidem- 
ics, that  people  can't  stand  bleeding  as  they  used  to. ' 

"A  few  years  before  this  time,  the  writer  called  at  a  medical 
college  in  New  York  City  to  make  a  visit  and  listen  to  a  few  lect- 
ures. The  first  lecture  was  by  a  fine-looking,  intelligent  pro- 
fessor, who  had  been  making  investigations.  He  stated  that 
disease  was  self-limited ;  that  rheumatism  recovered  in  a  certain 
time  when  treated  with  a  little  mint  water ;  that  pneumonia  ter- 
minated at  a  certain  time  spontaneously,  if  the  patient  were  simply 
fed  well  and  nursed ;  that  typhoid  was  ^doctored  too  much,' 
and  the  patient  would  do  as  well  if  fed  well  and  sponged  with 
cold  water,  etc.  This  was  news  ;  but  at  the  end  of  the  hour  an 
energetic  little  man  with  a  shiny,  bald  head  walked  into  the 
arena  and  proceeded  to  lecture  on  the  treatment  of  pneumonia. 
He  was  radical  in  the  extremity  of  his  views  and  practice.  He 
summed  up  the  treatment  as  bleeding,  opium,  calomel  and 
antimony ;  and  then  raising  his  sharp  voice  to  its  highest  s(iarp- 
ness,  he  shrieked :  '  Thirty  thousand  people  die  in  these  United 
States  every  year  for  the  lack  of  proper  treatment,  by  calomel, 
antimony  and  bleeding,  in  pneumonia,  typhoid,  typhus,  dysen- 
tery, etc.,  etc' 

^*At  the  present  time  there  are  many  schools  in  medicine. 
Their  methods  and  doctrines  are  different  and  opposed.  If  one 
of  them  is  correct,  then  the  others  are  wrong.  In  their  own 
estimation  they  are  all  right,  but  it  is  quite  logical  to  conclude,  I 
think,  that  the  law  of  disease,  which  makes  it  self-limited,  is  a 
great  help  to  these  physicians,  no  matter  how  little  or  much 
these  diverse  methods  of  cure  may  help  or  hurt  the  patient. 

'^The  idealist  is  generally  a  man  of  more  dogmas  than  ideas. 
This  class  of  people  are  a  dangerous  element  in  society.  They 
believe  a  certain  method  to  be  correct,  and  then  they  get  danger- 
ous b}'  starting  out  as  reformers. 

**  An  educated  error,  persistently  followed  up  in  practice,  is 
productive  of  more  danger  to  life  than  a  judicious  sort  of  igno- 
rance, which  is  backward  about  meddling,  or  prescribes  a  placebo. 
Statistics,  whether  correct  and  honest,  or  not,  seem  to'  prove  that 
one  school  of  medicine  is  as  successful  as  the  others,  or,  that  all 
are  equally  successful,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  pretenders  and 
mountebanks  and  the  'ignorant'  in  the  medical  profession,  sus- 
tain themselves  by  their  success,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public  at  least,  is  fully  as  good  as  the  best,  or  at  least  is  good 
enough. 

'*  It  must  be  said,  then,  that  there  never  has  been  a  standard 
of  scientific  or  verified  medicine,  in  which  a  man  may  become, 
by  thorough  education,  a  better  physician  necessarily  than  an- 
other one  not  quite  so  thoroughly  educated,  and  it  may  be  said 
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that  there  is  no  such  standard  now.  There  is  no  standard  of 
medicine  which  either  deserves  or  requires  to  be  maintained  as  a 
legal  standard.  There  is  scarcely  a  point  in  medical  practice 
that  is  not  a  disputed  point  among  educated  doctors,  and  the 
same  rule  holds  good  in  surgery.  Lawson  Tate  makes  a  very 
skillful  diagnosis  and  operation  in  diseased  ovaries  and  fallopian 
tubes  which  contain  pus,  but  educated  men  are  contending  every 
where  that  there  should  be  some  method  of  removing  pus  from 
a  fallopian  tube,  and  removing  the  cause,  without  creating  such 
a  swarm  of  sexless  inhabitants  of  the  earth  as  his  operation  ap- 
pears to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  do. 

''  I  was  acquainted  with  a  young  physician  once,  who  gradu- 
ated at  an  Eclectic  school.  Of  course  some'  people  would  not 
call  him  highly  educated';  perhaps  some  people  would  say  he 
was  not  educated  at  all.  But  this  doctor  had  a  patient  with  ab- 
dominal dropsy.  He  proposed  tapping.  The  friends  interceded, 
and  an  eminent  gynaecologist  was  sent  for,  who  diagnosed  an 
ovarian  tumor.  The  patient  was  removed  to  Buffalo,  to  undergo 
an  operation.  I  was  kindly  invited  to  be  present.  This  was 
before  the  days  of  Listerism,  and  no  antiseptic  precautions  were 
observed.  The  truly  learned  gynoecologist  made  the  usual  in- 
cision, put  in  his  large  trocar  and  several  gallons  of  clear  fluid 
escaped.  He  then  inserted  his  hand,  grasped  the  ovaries,  and 
announced  that  there  wa§  no  tumor.  He  next  felt  of  the  liver, 
inserting  his  hand  for  the  purpose,  and  announced  that  the  pa- 
tient had  atrophy  of  this  organ.  We  were  all  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  an  exploratory  incision  makes  a  diagnosis  easy  and 
certain ;  but  the  patient  died  from  septic  infection. 

*'  In  this  case  much  learning  killed  the  patient.  The  little 
learning  of  Eclectic  might  have  lengthened  her  days,  had  his 
method  been  followed.  In  this  case,  it  is  certain  that  little  learn- 
ing, however  dangerous  it  may  be,  was  less  dangerous  than  great 
learning. 

''  Now  I  propose  to  claim  nothing  worse  as  conclusions  from  all 
these  data  than  the  following  propositions :  i .  An  educated  error 
is  a  dangerous  thing  in  sociology ;  it  is  more  dangerous  than  the 
hesitating  errors  of  ignorance  or  so-called  ignorance.  2.  As  ap- 
plied to  medicine,  the  law  holds  good.  There  is  no  greater  danger 
to  life  than  educated  errors  in  medicine,  and  medicine  is  very  far 
yet  from  being  the  exact  science  that  will  warrant  any  dogmajtic 
methods  or  idealism  in  medical  practice  or  education.  The  dis- 
sensions among  physicians,  and  the  existence  of  'schools'  in 
medicine,  prove  that  'practice'  is  not  a  science,  and  too  great 
rigidity  of  opinions  and  methods  is  to  be  deprecated.  It  is  the 
moral  duty  of  all  men  to  avoid  dogma  in  any  school,  and  to 
avoid  idealism  in  practice  and  education.     It  is  just  this  disposi- 
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tion  in  the  human  mind  which  led  the  medical  world  to 
carry,  in  their  education  and  practice,  the  errors  as  well  as  the 
kernel  of  truth,  in  the  doctrines  of  Hippocrates  for  many  thou- 
sand years.  The  development  of  medical  science  in  history  is 
very  like  the  development  of  the  same  thing  in  the  mind  of  an 
individual,  together  with  its  arts ;  and  the  course  of  either,  and 
its  sacrifices,  is  very  well  illustrated  by  the  remark  of  the  oculist 
who  removed  a  cataract  and,  in  reply  to  a  complimentary  allu- 
sion to  his  dexterity,  replied :  '  Oh,  I  spoiled  a  peck  of  eyes 
before  I  could  do  that.' 

*^Now,  I  do  not  deny  any  of  the  learning,  culture,  goodness, 
nobleness,  science  or  splendor  of  the  profession  of  medicine. 
I  admit  all  that  any  person  wishes  to  claim  in  this  direction ;  but 
I  only  claim,  as  I  say  again,  that  the  present  status  of  medicine 
does  not  warrant  the  assumption  of  idealism  or  dogmatism  in 
practice  or  education,  and,  in  fact,  I  claim  that  as  medicine  has 
developed  these  things  are  declining.*' 


Sugar-coated  Pills. 

W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  have  received  the  first  premium  at  the 
World's  Exposition,  New  Orleans,  for  great  uniformity  and  solu- 
bility  for  their  Sugar-coated  Pills.  This  is  the  9th  World's  fair 
prize  which  attests  to  their  excellence. 


The  American  Medical  College. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  sent  out  the  Thirteenth  Annual 
Announcement  of  this  college,  and  will  gladly  send  copies  to  all 
who  want  them  and  have  not  yet  received  them.  By  reading 
this  Announcement  it  will-  be  seen  that  everything  is  in  readiness, 
and  that  our  facilities  are  even  better  than  ever  before.  We 
teach  medicine  from  a  broad  basis,  aiming  to  avoid  the  useless 
and  dangerous  methods  referred  to  by  Dr.  Curtiss,  while  we 
gladly  appropriate  all  means  and  measures  that  have  been  proven 
of  advantage  in  the  relief  or  cure  of  disease.  In  our  daily  prac- 
tice and  teachings  we  are  not  confined  to  the  literature  and  ex* 
perience  of  any  particular  school  of  medicine,  but  carefully 
watch  the  results  of  all  methods,  and  after  a  careful  observation 
we  adopt  that  which  has  been  found  safe  and  effective,  and  teach 
established  facts  to  our  students.  We  thus  educate  our  classes 
and  really  qualify  our  students  for  successful  practice — teach 
them  how  to  cure  their  patients. 
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We  are  expecting  a  full  class  this  fall,  and  we  should  be 
pleased  to  correspond  with  students  who  contemplate  attending 
any  medical  college  the  coming  session.  We  will  take  pleasure 
in  showing  the  superior  practical  advantages  of  our  system  of 
teaching  and  practice  over  schools  that  are  limited  by  any  pe- 
'  culiar  pathy.  We  invite  correspondence,  and  promise  to  an- 
swer all  inquiries  promptly.       Address, 

Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer, 
iiio  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


The  St  Olslr  Dental  and  Bnrgical  Lamp. 

As  now  perfected  the   St.  Clair  Dental  and  Surgical  Incan- 
descent Lamp  fills  a  place  in  dental  and  surgical  practice  hitherto 
vacant.     By   its    use   the 
dentist  is  enabled  to  make 
the  minutest  examinations 
with  ease,  and   the   sur- 
geon to  throw  light  Into 
dark  places  until  now  be- 
yond his  gaze.  The  lamp 
gives  a  light  superior  to 
that  of   any  now  in  the 
market,  being  especially 
notable    for    remarkable 
clearness  and  steadiness. 
Conveniently  shaped,  cov- 
ered and  attached,  it  can 
be  handled  with  as  much 
ease  as  the  simplest   of 
dental   tools.     The   Bat- 
tery is  the  smallest,  most  convenient  and  powerful  yet  produced. 
The  six  half-pint  cells  are  so  protected  as  to  render  spilling  an 
impossibility,  while  economy  in  fluid  using  and  wear  is  secured 
by  a  ready  lifting  of  the  electrodes  from   the   celts  when   idle. 
Further  economy  in  force  is  secured  by  an  adjustable  switch, 
limiting  or  increasing  the  number  of  cells  employed  as  needed. 
As  two  cells,  when  fresh,  ofttimes  are  sufficient  for  ordinary 
purposes,  the  usefulness  of  this  is  apparent.     A  resistance  coil 
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in  the  lamp  handle,  with  sliding  gauge,  makes  possible  the 
slightest  adjustment. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  little  battery  is  available  for  any 
and  all  purposes  to  which  such  an  article  can  be  put.  Especially 
useful  is  it  in  running  the  Griscom  or  other  minor  electro-motors 
used  in  turning  dental  engines,  and  it  is  entirely  odorless.  It 
has  been  long  tried  and  thoroughly  tested,  never  to  be  found 
wanting.  In  minor  cautery  it  is  invaluable,  and  can  be  fully  re- 
lied upon.  Frequent  utilization  for  this  purpose,  both  in  private 
practice  and  at  clinics  before  eminent  surgeons,  has  fully  demon- 
strated its  usefulness  for  such  purposes. 

We  have  this  battery  with  all  its  accessories  in  our  office,  and 
know  that  it  gives  eminent  satisfaction.  For  a  further  descrip- 
tion, and  a  full  illustration  of  the  lamps,  see  advertisement  in 
this  issue. 


BOOK  NOTICES. 


Medical  Electricity. — A  manual  for  students,  aiming  to  show 
the  most  scientific  and  rational  application  of  Electricity  to  all 
forms  of  acute  and  chronic  disease,  by  the  di^erent  combina- 
tions of  galvanism,  electro-magnetism,  magneto-electricity  and 
human  magnetism. — By  William  White,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 
Nice  paper,  cloth  binding,  203  pages.  New  York:  Pub- 
lished by  Fowler  &  Mills. 

This  is  a  very  nice  little  book,  and  contains  much  valuable  in- 
formation for  the  electrician,  and  all  who  desire  to  appropriate 
electricity  in  general  practice. 


The  London  Medical  Student. — By  Hugo  Erichsen,  M.  D. 
The  first  part  of  the  book  paints  the  picture  of  medical  stu- 
dent life  in  England's  great  metropolis,  London.  It  is,  as  could 
be  expected  from  a  story  derived  from  the  London  Punchy  crisp 
and  readable  throughout,  and  exquisitely  humorous.  The  last 
part  of  the  work  consists  of  a  collection  of  medical  anecdotes^ 
all  carefully  selected  and  interesting.  The  object  of  this  com- 
pilation is  to  amuse  and  entertain  the  busy  doctor  in  his  leisure 


Booh  Notices.  327 

hours,  who  will,  no  doubt,  enjoy  its  perusal.  Its  pleasing  char- 
acter makes  it  a  pleasure  to  possess.  Over  206  pages,  neatly 
and  strongly  bound  in  cloth,  gilt  title  on  the  back,  price  $2.00. 
Address  Hugo  Erichsen,  Medical  Publisher,  1 1  Farmer  Street, 
Detroit,  Michigan. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Nasal  Catarrh  at<u>  Allied  Dis- 
eases.— ^By  Beverley  Robinson.  A.M.,  M.D.  (Paris),  Clinical 
Professor  of  Medicine  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York ;    Physician  to  St.  Luke's  and  Charity  Hos- 
pitals, etc.     Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  152 
wood  engravings.     New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.     1885. 
Nasal  catarrh  is  a  purulent  disease,  and  its  successful  manage- 
ment enables  the  physician  to  earn  many  a  penny  the  specialist 
would  certainly  get.     This  book  is  a  safe  and  sensible  guide  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease. 


Hay  Fever,  and  its  Successful  Treatment  by  Superficial 
Organic  Alterations  of  the  Nasal  Mucous  Membrane. 
An  essay  read  before  the  Philadelphia  Laryngolog^cal  Society, 
April  24,  1885.  By  Charles  £.  Sajous,  M.  D.,  Instructor  of 
Rhinology  and  Laryngology  in  the  Post-Graduate  and  Spring 
Course,  Je^erson  Medical  College.  Illustrated  with  thirteen 
wood  engravings.  Philadelphia:  F.  A.  Davis,  Att'y,  pub- 
lisher, 1217  Filbert  street.     1885. 

Hay  fever  is  one  of  the  most  inveterate  diseases  with  which 
the  general  practitioner  meets,  and  any  information  that  prom- 
ised aid  should  be  highly  appreciated. 


Clinical  Studies  on  Diseases  op  the  Eye,  including  those 
of  the  Conjunctiva,  Cornea,  Sclerotic,  Iris  and  Ciliary  Body. 
By  Ferdinand  Ritter  von  Arlt,  Professor  of  Ophthalmology 
in  Vienna.  Translated  by  Lyman  Ware,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago. 
1885.  8vo,  325  pages.  Price  $2.50.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  & 
Co.,  Phila. 

As  one  of  its  reviewers  has  already  said,  ^^  The  book  embodies 
the  result  of  accurate  observation  and  careful  study  made  during 
many  years  of  active  practice  in  one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in 
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the  world.  That  these  opportunities  have  been  amply  ioaproved, 
the  established  reputation  of  the  author,  as  well  as  the  exceed- 
ingly practical  character  of  the  work,  will  testify.  Its  perusal 
recalls  to  the  reviewer's  mind  the  clinic  room  in  the  Allgemeines 
Krankenhaus — the  abundant  material,  the  unostentatious,  dig- 
nified manner  of  the  eminent  professor,  as  he  quietly  explained 
the  interesting  features  of  each  successive  case  to  the  group  of 
students — representatives  of  many  countries-^-gathered  around 
him."  To  all  interested  in  diseases  of  the  eye  this  book  is  cer- 
tainly of  g^eat  value. 


Sanitary  Suggestions  on  How  to  Disinfect  our  Homes. — 
A  r^sum^  of  the  latest  and  best  information  on  the  Household 
Use  of  Disinfectants,  Deodorants  and  Antiseptics,  and  of 
Practical  Precautions  Preventive  of  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Scar- 
let Fever  and  other  infectious  diseases.  In  one  handsome 
i2mo  volume,  paper,  price  25  cents.  Sent  postpaid  on  re- 
ceipt of  price  by  the  publisher,  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Detroit,  Mich. 
P.  O.  Box  470. 
This  is  a  very  useful  work,   and  should  be  in  the  hands  of 

every  body.     The  people  need  it  as  well  as  physicians. 

The  Oleates. — An  investigation  into  their  Nature  and  Action. 
By  John  V.  Shoemaker,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Derma- 
tology at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  etc.     i6mo,  pp.  121. 
Philadelphia:  F.  A.  Davis,  Att'y,  1217  Filbert  street.     1885. 
The  oleates  are  not  very  well  understood  by  the  general  prac- 
titioner, and  this  little  book  gives  us  the  practical  information 
required.     Fine  specimens  of  these  preparations  are  made  by 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  with  them,  and  this  book  to  g^ide  us, 
we  can   treat  many  ailments   with   a  satisfaction   hitherto  not 
realized. 


Minor  Surgical  Gynecology. — A  treatise  on  Uterine  Diag- 
nosis and  the  lesser  technicalities  of  Gynecological  Practice, 
including  general  rules  for  Gynecological  Operations  and  the 
Operations  for  Lacerated  Cervix  and  Perineum,  and  Prolapsus 
of  Uterus  and  Vagina,  for  the  use  of  the  advanced  student 
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and  general  practitioner.  By  Paul  F.  Mund6,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Gynecology  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic  and  at 
Dartmouth  College ;  Gynecologist  to  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital ; 
Obstetric  Surgeon  to  Maternity  Hospital ;  Vice-President  of 
the  American  Gynecological  Society,  etc.  Second  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged,  with  331  illustrations.  New  York: 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.     1885. 

This  work  is  well  up  to  the  times,  and  as  diseases  of  women 
should  be  well  understood  by  general  as  well  as  special  prac- 
titioners, this  work  should  meet  with  a  ready  sale,  and  our  ad- 
vice is  for  all  ph3rsicians  to  buy  it.  In  the  line  of  gynecology 
there  is  nothing  equal  to  it. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS. 


Apomorphine  as  an  Emetic. 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Devis  {^Australasian  Medical  Gazette^  Dec. 
15, 1884)  believes  that  as  an  emetic  apomorphine  surpasses  in  cer- 
tainty, rapidity  and  effectiveness  of  action  any  other  drug  with 
which  he  is  acquainted.  He  has  always  found  that  it  produces 
emesis  in  a  few  minutes,  where  other  emetics  have  failed ;  and 
in  cases  where  swallowing,  from  one  cause  or  another,  Has 
been  impossible,  or  where  the  administration  of  drugs  has 
been  combated  by  the  patient,  sub-cutaneous  injection  of  apo- 
morphine has  proved  invaluable,  In  the  comatose  stage  of 
alcoholism,  where  no  reaction  to  violent  stimuli  can  be  obtained, 
and,  again,  where  violent  delirium  is  present,  when  neither 
emetics  can  be  given  by  the  mouth  nor  the  stomach-tube  be  used 
— in  such  cases,  marked  improvement  is  produced  by  apomor- 
phine in  emptying  the  stomach.  Another  class  of  cases  in 
which  this  drug  has  also  been  found  to  be  useful  is  that  of  pul- 
monary catarrhal  conditions,  especially  in  children,  where  the 
accumulating  secretion  in  the  bronchi  produces  a.  state  of  ever- 
increasing  asphyxia.  In  such  cases  emetics  are  apt  to  be  ineffec- 
tive, while  apomorphine  acts  quite  readily,  though  the  violent 
single  effort  at  vomiting  which  is  apt  to  follow  the  use  of  this  drug 
is  not  as  successful  in  clearing  the  air-passages  as  would  be  re- 
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peated  moderately  violent  attempts  at  vomiting.  So  also  in 
cases  of  poisoning,  where  emesis  is  necessary,  and  the  use  of 
apomorphia  not  contra-indicated,  this  drug,  from  its  rapidity  and 
complete  action,  is  of  the  greatest  value.  He  concludes  by 
saying  that  after  considerable  experience  in  the  administration 
of  apomorphine  as  an  emetic,  he  sees  no  contra-indication  to  its 
use  in  any  case  where  rapid  emesis  is  required,  except  perhaps 
where  cardiac  depression  is  already  present  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  he  believes  that  even  then  the  drug  might  be  used, 
provided  the  judicious  administration)  of  a  stimulant  be  at  the 
same  time  adopted,  and  the  recumbent  position  strictly  enjoined. 
He  has  always  used  a  hypodermic  solution  prepared  from  the 
gelatin  discs  at  the  time  required ;  and  the  dose  he  has  given  has 
varied  from  one-sixtieth  of  a  grain  for  infants  to  one-tenth  of  a 
grain  for  adults,  and  only  on  one  occasion  had  he  to  give  a  sec- 
ond dose  to  procure  vomiting. 


Test  Fncns  Marina  and  the  •Bromides. 

A  full-size  bottle  each  of  Peacock's  Bromides  and  Fucus 
Marina  will  be  sent  free  to  any  physician  who  will  pay  expresR^ 
charges.     See  3rd  cover  ad.  page. 


^ 


Horthem  Kansas  Medical  Society. 

On  Thursday,  21st  inst.,  physicians  from  Marshal,  Nemaha 
and  Brown  counties  met  in  the  court-house  at  Seneca,  and  or- 
ganized the  *'  Northern  Kansas  Medical  Society." 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  A.  G.  Edwards, 
M.  D.,  Marysville,  Mo. ;  Vice-President,  A.  Snyder,  M.  D., 
Seneca;  Secretary,  N.Hayes,  M.  D.,  Seneca;  Treasurer,  E. 
W.  Bliss,  M.  D.,  Hiawatha. 

Drs.  Slosson,  Best  and  Hayes  were  appointed  committee  to 
suggest  a  title  for  the  association.  The  one  above  given  was 
submitted,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Blakely,  of  Severance, 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Clutter,  of  Frankfort,  the  President  ap- 
pointed the  following  committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws  r 
Drs.  Clutter,  Fuller,  Irwin,  Ham  and  Blakely.  The  committee 
reported  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.     After  prolonged  consideration,  the 
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constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted   as  submitted  with  but 
few  changes. 

President  Edwards  appointed  the  following  standing  com- 
mittees : 

On  Elections— "W.  W.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Chairman;  Drs.  S.  H. 
Blakely,  N.  Hayes  and  W.  E.  Ham. 

On  Ethics— A.  J.  Best,  M.  D.,  Chairman;  Drs.  O.  B.  Slos- 
son,  G.  E.  Irwin,  J.  F.  Lesh  and  W.  H.  Clutter. 
On  Publications — Drs.  Hayes,  Magill  and  Murdock. 
Executive — Drs.  Bliss,  Haynes  and  Dargatz. 
Quarterly  sessions  will  be  held. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bliss,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  meet- 
ing at  Hiawatha,  on  the  second  Thursday  in  August,  at  3  p.  m. 
The  President  assigned  special  topics  and  appointed  essayists. 
The  general  subject  for  consideration  will  be  "  Infantile  Diar- 
rhoea." 

The  meeting  was  characterized  by  unity  of  sentiment  and 
good  feeling,  and  the  sole  object  to  maintain  the  highest  effi- 
ciency in  combatting  diseases. 

The  profession  was  well  represented  by  physicians  of  high 
standing  and  unquestioned  reputation,  who  are  known,  loved 
and  honored  for  their  good  works. 

Members— A.  J.  Best,  S.  H.  Blakely,  E.  W.  Bliss,  M.  A. 
Brawley,  E.  W.  Bullard,  W.  H.  Clutter,  A.  C.  Cole,  G.  E. 
Dargatz,  A.  G.  Edwards,  A.  Fuller,  W.  E.  Ham,  N.  Hayes, 
W.  A.  Haynes,  H.  Humfreville,  G.  C.  Irwin,  S.  S.  Kaysbier, 
J.  F.  Lesh,  I.  H.  Magill,  S.  Murdock,  W.  W.  Nye,  A.  J.  Pat- 
terson,  C.  B.  Sandford,  O.  B.  Slosson,  A.  Snyder. 

N.  Hayes,  Secretary. 


me. 

Dr.  Weathers,  of  San  Antonio,  states :  From  the  character  of 
the  formula,  I  observe  that  tongaline  is  a  combination  of  such 
agents  as  my  experience  sugs^ests  to  be  very  valuable,  and  is 
therefore  deserving  of  great  praise.  I  find  it  a  splendid  remedy 
not  only  for  those  complaints  for  which  it  is  recommended,  such 
as  neuralgia-rheumatism  and  nervous  headache  in  their  various 
forms,  but  have  also  done  good  work  with  it  in  pneumonia  and 
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fevers,  especially  when  the  latter  arise  from  malarial  causes. 
Combined  with  a  small  quantity  of  aconite,  I  have  found  there 
is  nothing  better  to  equalize  thoroughly  the  circulation  and  pro- 
duce free  diaphoresis.  When  followed  by  a  few  doses  of  qui- 
nine the  results  have  been  remarkably  successful.  All  who  try 
tongaline  will  be  constrained  to  acknowledge  its  virtues. 


Sohultz's  Method  of  Besuscitating  the  Hew-Born. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Faculty,  of 
Maryland  (^Medical  Record)^  Dr.  Neale  illustrated  Schultz's 
cnethod  of  resuscitating  the  new-born  child  in  cases  of  asphyxia. 
The  child  is  held  by  the  shoulders,  the  thumbs  resting  upon  the 
thorax,  the  child's  head  toward  the  operator  and  its  anterior  sur- 
face to  the  front ;  it  is  then  swung  upward,  so  that  its  feet  per- 
form a  revolution,  and  tie  between  the  head  and  the  operator's 
body,  the  trunk  being  then  a  state  of  forced  flexion.  The  orig- 
inal position  is  then  resumed  by  a  reverse  movement,  and  the 
repetition  of  these  movements  constitutes  the  method.  Dr. 
Neale  regarded  it  as  more  effective  than  Marshall  Hall's  or  Sil- 
Tester's,  and  related  a  case  in  whicli  resuscitation  had  been  se- 
cured after  ten  minutes,  the  measures  mentioned  and  all  others 
having  been  tried  in  vain. 


Electricity  as  a  Oalactagogue. 

J.  C.  Reeve,  M.  D.,  of  Da3rton,  Ohio,  writes,  in  the  Amer* 
ican  yournal of  Obstetrics: 

Electricity  as  a  galactagogue  has  been  in  my  hands  an  uncer- 
tain remedy.  Sometimes  it  has  failed  entirely,  sometimes  it  has 
yielded  excellent  results.  At  present  I  am  using  it  in  a  case 
with  such  marked  benefit  that  the  result  has  prompted  this  arti- 
cle. About  two  years  ago,  in  a  case  of  a  second  delivety,  the 
milk  after  the  first  having  been  scanty  and  drying  up  within  a 
few  weeks,  it  did  exceedingly  well.  When  the  child  was  about 
a  week  old  the  mother  did  not  have  sufficient  nourishment  for 
it,  and  artificial  feeding  had  to  be  resorted  to.  Electricity  was 
applied  twice  daily  for  a  week,  and  once  daily  for  some  time 
longer.  The  milk  rapidly  increased,  and  the  child  was  nursed 
the  usual  time.     In  this  case,  upon  passing  the  current  through 
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the  breast,  milk  could  be  seen  to  exude  from  the  nipple  and 
drop  down. 

In  two  cases  in  which  the  remedy  was  faithfully  tned  it  did 
no  good,  and  in  two  others,  if  beneficial,  the  effect  was  not  suf- 
ficiently marked  to  be  attributed  to  it  alone.  If,  however,  elec- 
tricity can  be  relied  on  to  benefit  one-third  of  our  cases  of  de- 
ficient lacteal  secretion,  it  is  a  valuable  resource — certainly  one 
that  should  never  be  neglected. 

I  have  always  used  faradization  of  the  breasts,  and  that  alone,, 
and  have  not  seen  any  case  in  which  inflammation  has  been 
caused  by  it. 


Great  Hypertrophy  of  the  Clitoris. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Pratt  {Maryland  Medical  journal)  exhibited  this 
extraordinary  specimen  at  the  Clinical  Society  of  Maryland.  He 
had  removed  it  at  Ba3rview  Hospital,  March  i6th,  from  a  young 
mulatto,  aged  twenty-five.  It  was  said  to  be  of  three  years 
growth  only.  The  patient  was  a  syphilitic,  and  had  condylomata 
about  the  anus.  The  growth  measured  five  and  three-quarter 
inches  in  length,  and  eight  inches  in  circumference ;  it  was  hang- 
ing over  the  entrance  to  the  vagina  as  far  as  the  anus,  causing 
pain  in  the  back  and  difiicult  urination.  The  growth  was  re- 
moved by  thin  cuts,  and  then  the  ecraseur  was  applied  for  the 
rest  of  the  tumor.  Rapid  recovery  resulted  without  a  bad 
symptom. 


Treatment  of  Corpnlenoe. 

The  plan  here  advocated  appears  rational,  and  is  free  from  the 
objection  to  Banting's  method,  which  is  too  much  like  starva- 
tion. The  following  is  the  diet  used  successfully  by  Ebstein,  in 
one  of  his  cases : 

Breakfast :  One  large  cup  of  black  tea — about  half  a  pint — 
without  sugar;  two  ounces  of  white  bread  or  brown  bread, 
toasted,  with  plenty  of  butter. 

Dinner:  Soup,  often  with  marrow;  from  four  to  six  and  one- 
half  ounces  of  roast  or  boiled  meat,  vegetables  in  moderation^ 
leguminous  preferably,  and  cabbages.  Turnips  were  almost, 
and  potatoes  altogether,  excluded.     After  dinner,  a  little  fresh 
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fruit.  For  second  course,  a  salad  or  stewed  fruit,  without  sugar. 
Two  or  three  glasses  of  light  wine,  and,  immediately  after  din- 
ner, a  large  cup  of  black  tea,  without  milk  or  sugar. 

Supper :  A  large  cup  of  black  tea,  as  before.  An  ^%^^  a  lit- 
tle fat  roast  meat,  or  both,  or  some  ham  with  its  fat,  bologna 
sausage,  smoked  or  fried  fish,  about  one  ounce  of  white  bread, 
well  buttered,  occasionally  a  small  quantity  of  cheese,  and  some 
fresh  fruit. 

On  this  diet  the  patient  lost  twenty  pounds  in  six  months. 

Ebstein  insists  on  the  necessity  of  always  keeping  to  the  re- 
-stricted  diet  if  the  tendency  to  corpulence  is  to  be  successfully 
combatted. —  Ther.  Gazette, 


Uncontrollable  Vomiting  in  Pregnancy  Cared  by  Ether-Spray  to 
the  Epigastrium. 

A  young  and  delicate  primipara  began  at  the  second  month  of 
pregnancy  to  suffer  from  frequent  attacks  of  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing. .Towards  the  fifth  month  her  state  became  alarming  from 
the  mal-nutrition  caused  by  the  uncontrollable  vomiting.  No 
drugs  were  of  any  avail.  The  application  of  ether-spray  to  the 
epigastrium  was  tried,  with  immediate  benefit.  After  the  first 
application  the  sickness  ceased.  Sometimes  afterward  it  re-oc- 
curred and  again  it  yielded  to  the  spray. —  The  London  Medical 
yournaL 

A  Malarial  Antidote. 

I  have  prescribed  Fucus  Marina  (Peacock),  and  find  that  it 
will  do  all  that  is  claimed  for  it.  As  a  malarial  antidote  (and 
to  prevent  the  return  of  ague  after  it  has  been  checked  with  qui- 
nine) tt  surpasses  any  agent  I  have  ever  employed.  I  shall 
continue  to  prescribe  it  whenever  it  is  indicated. 

DoNGOLA,  III.  I.  N.  GRAVES,  M.  D. 


Application  of  Remedies  in  Collodion  to  the  Skin. 

Barnes  (^American  your.  Pharmacy)  finds  that  wood-tar  dis- 
solves in  collodion  in  the  proportion  of  i  to  4.  An  alcoholic 
extract  of  coal-tar,  reduced  to  a  syrupy  consistence,  dissolves  in 
the  same  proportion.     Half  a  drachm  of  iodine  is  taken  up  by 
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an  ounce  of  this  solution.  For  oil  of  cade  the  proportion  is 
I  to  5 ;  for  gurjun  oil,  i  to  3-4;  balsam  Peru  and  oleic  acid,  i 
to  4;  glacial  acetic  acid  and  crystallized  carbolic  acid,  i  to 
4 ;  creosote  and  essential  oil  of  mustard,  i  to  7 ;  extract  of  bel- 
ladonna, I  to  8.  Aconitine,  atropine  and  hyoscyamine  dissolve 
easily ;  veratrine,  by  the  aiddition  of  a  little  oleic  acid,  and  mor- 
phine the  same,  as  by  the  following  formulae:  B.  Veratrinae,  gr. 
vii. ;  collodii,  5vi}. ;  acid  oleici,  3i.,  M.,  or  R.  morphiae,  gr.  iv.  ad 
ix. ;  collodii  flexile,  3vii, ;  acidi  oleici,  5].  M.  White  precipi- 
tate, iodide  of  lead,  iodide  of  cadmium  and  sulphur  dissolve  (  ?) 
in  the  proportion  of  i  to  7 ;  oleate  of  zinc,  i  to  4.  Iodide  of 
sulphur  cannot  be  employed  in  this  combination,  as  it  becomes 

decomposed. — Phila,  Med.  Times. 

♦  '' 

Cocaine  in  Chordee. 

I  have  had  two  cases  recently  of  chordee,  accompanying  gon- 
orrhoea, which  has  yielded  easily  to  the  soothing  influence  of  an 
injection  of  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine.  The  first  case  I  had  ex- 
hausted almost  everything  in  my  efforts  to  relieve.  It  was  one 
of  those  obstinate  cases  with  which  we  meet  sometimes,  and 
which  seem  to  defy  -all  treatment.  1  gave  this  man  an  injection 
of  10  drops  of  a  four  per  cent,  solution,  mixed  with  30  drops  of 
water.  After  this  injection  was  introduced,  I  worked  it  along 
the  urethral  canal  until  the  mucous  surfaces  were  bathed  in  the 
solution.  I  then  allowed  it  to  remain  several  minutes.  From 
this  time  out  I  had  no  further  trouble  with  either  the  chordee  or 
the  patient.  The  second  case  yielded  a  like  result. — New  Mn- 
gland  Med.  Monthly. 


To  Prevent  Falling  Ont  of  the  Hair. 

Dujardin  Beaumetz  recommends :  B.  Chloral,  grammes  5  ; 
distilled  water,  grammes  100.  Use  as  a  lotion  every  evening 
before  going  to  bed. — your,  de  Med.  de  Parts. 


Monobromide  of  Camphor. 

Monobromide  of  camphor,  in  masturbatfon  and  nocturnal 
emissions,  and  other  kindred  nervous  disorders,  is  recommended 
by  Dr.  Sherman  in  Medical  Summary.     He  gives  it  in  4-grain 
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doses  three  times  a  day,  which  he  says  does  well  in  all  suchr 
cases.  Dr.  J.  L.  Fogel  says  it  is  a  speciiic  in  spermatorrhoea* 
Georgia  Eclectic  Med,  your. 

Died. 

In  Correction ville,  Iowa,  Thursday,  May  28th,  1885,  Dorritt 
Ashurst,  only  child  of  Dr.  J.  S.  and  M.  I.  Miller,  aged  six 
weeks  and  four  days. 
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AKT.  ZXIX. —  Bulloiu   Inflammation  of  the  Skin  —Pemphigus 
and  Bupia. — By  Prof.  £.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

The  diseases  of  the  skin  known  as  bullae  are  characterized  by 
blebs  or  blisters  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a 
goose's  ^%%^  generally  transparent  and  formed  by  the  effusion  of 
a  serous  or  sero-purulent  fluid  between  the  corium  and  cuticle. 

A  blister  raised  by  the  application  of  heat  or  by  cantharides  is 
typical  of  a  biilla.  Bulls  are  also  accidentally  developed  in  the 
course  of  many  other  inflammations  of  the  skin,  as  in  erysipelas, 
frost-bite,  zoster,  etc. 

Two  primary  affections  constantly  appear  under  this  group  ; 
these  are  pemphigus  and  rupia. 

Pbmphigus. — This  disease  presents  an  eruption  of  bullae  on 
several  regions  of  the  body  bf  one  or  more  large,  yellowish  and 
transparent  vesicles,  which  terminate  by  the  effusion  of  fluid  and 
formation  of  a  scab,  variable  in  thickness  or  of  a  superficial  ex- 
coriation. The  age  of  the  patient,  the  number  of  bulke,  their 
mode  of  appearing,  the  rapidity  of  their  course,  and  the  exist- 
ence or  absence  of  febrile  movement  are  circumstances  that  have 
given  rise  to  a  multitude  of  distinctions,  which  pathologists  have 
created  to  facilitate  the  study  of  the  disease.  I  can  see,  however, 
no  special  reason  for  such  nomenclature  as  pemphigus  congenu 
ius^  pentph.  infantilis^  pemph.  confluens^  pemph.  soliiarius^ 
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pemph.  simultaneuSy  and  pemph.  successivus.  I  should  use 
these  terms  only  as  descriptive  in  the  disease,  and  admit  of  di- 
visions no  further  than  those  of  the  acute  and  chronic. 

Acute  pemphigus  is  rarely  found.  Indeed,  until  recently  its 
existence  has  been  denied,  but  this  can  no  longer  be  doubted.  It 
is  not  so  rare  in  newly  born  infants  and  in  children  up  to  the  age 
of  four  years.  Acute  pemphigus  may  be  general  or  partial, 
simultaneous  or  successive.  It  may  attack  without  precursory 
symptoms,  or  it  may  be  preceded  by  general  uneasiness,  itch- 
ing and  slight  fever.  The  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  and'  the  patient 
complains  of  pains  in  the  bones  and  muscles.  These  symptoms 
may  last  a  day  or  two  before  the  eruption  appears.  Now  ery- 
thematous spots  present  on  the  different  parts  of  the  body.  The 
spots  are  at  first  bright  red,  they  then  turn  more  dusky  and  the 
patches  are  soon  transformed  into  blisters. 

Now  and  then  there  may  be  a  single  large  bulla,  and  its  devel- 
opment may  acquire  such  dimensions  as  to  contain  several  ounces 
of  serum. 

Acute  pemphigus  accompanied  with  a  copious  eruption  has 
been  observed  to  produce  delirium,  great  restlessness,  exhaustion 
and  death. 

Many  observations  have  been  made  on  the  disease  being  com- 
plicated with  intestinal  disorders,  gastroenteritis,  with  pneu- 
monia ;  with  vaccinia  and  with  prurigo. 

Chronic  pemphigus  is  much  more  common  than  the  acute, 
from  which  it  differs  in  the  long  continuance  of  the  eruption  and 
by  its  being  always  successive  in  the*  development  of  its  bulls. 
Chronic  pemphigus  varies  greatly  in  its  intensity  course,  and 
duration.  In  some  cases  no  time  intervenes  between  its  variable 
crops  of  bullae,  and  at  other  times  intervals  oi  days,  weeks  and 
months  may  appear,  in  which  there  is  an  apparent  immunity 
from  the  disease. 

In  chronic  pemphigus  we  possess  a  larger  amount  of  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  its  hereditary  predisposition  and  to  the  disease 
as  it  attacks  the  aged;  its  complications  with  hysteria,  pregnancy, 
and  as  it  effects  the  fcetus  and  newly  born  infants. 

We  may  regard  as  reflex  those  cases  of  pemphigus  produced  by, 
or  associated  with,  changes  in  the  reproductive  organs,  as  in  preg- 
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nancy  and  in  pemphigus  hystericus.  I  have  at  this  time  under 
treatment  a  case  most  interesting,  the  symptoms  of  which  are 
typical  in  that  class  of  cases  of  uterin^e  anomalies. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  37  years,  has  been  afflicted  with  pemphigus  for 
about  four  years.  Preceding  an  attack  of  bullae,  the  patient  com- 
plains of  pain  in  the  limbs,  back  and  head,  feelings  of  lassitude 
and  depression.  The  mental  faculties  are  in  great  excitement ;  she 
wanders  about  the  room  in  pursuit  of  some  fanciful  object ;  she 
has  dreams,  visions  and  hallucinations.  In  the  course  of  from 
twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  after  these  phenomena,  red  patches 
appear  on  the  face,  neck  and  body,  which  are  soon  developed 
into  blebs  or  bullae  from  the  size  of  a  filbert  to  that  of  a  wal- 
nut. These  bulls  either  burst  by  the  rubbing  or  from  mere  dis- 
tension in  a  day  or  two,  and  the  raised  cuticle  sinks  and  becomes 
wrinkled ;  a  red  spot  remains  for  some  time  after,  and  finally 
the  skin  clears  up,  seemingly  onlv  to  get  ready  for  another  siege. 
Following  the  attack  of  pemphigus,  the  patient  complains  of 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  duodenum,  which  is  accompanied  with 
gastric  disturbances,  vomiting  and  indigestion.  We  recognize 
the  fact  that  pemphigus  affecting  the  skin  may  be  accompanied 
by  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  the  same  as  iii  cases  of  severe  burns. 

Cceco-colitis,  cystitis  and  inflammation  of  the  vagina  fre- 
quently complicate  the  disease  when  it  appears  on  the  parietes 
of  the  abdomen  or  on  the  forepart  of  the  thighs.  The  causes  of 
pemphigus  are  very  obscure.  It  attacks  both  sexes  and  individ- 
nals  of  every  age.  Chronic  pemphigus  indicates  a  bad  state  of 
constitution ;  it  is  always  an  obstinate  affection  and  it  has  been 
known  to  appear  as  an  epidemic. 

In  the  treatment  of  pemphigus  there  are  three  indications  to 
be  observed : 

I — To  keep  nutrition  in  the  best  possible  condition ;  2 — To 
prevent  such  annoyances  as  occur  from  the  rupturing  of  the  ves- 
icles ;    and  3 — To  prevent  all  septic  complications. 

I.  To  fill  the  first  indication,  the  internal  use  of  quinia,  min- 
eral acids,  strychnia  and  hydrastia  may  be  employed  with  ad- 
vantage.    Milk  diet  and  an  occasional  warm  bath. 

The  preparations  of  arsenic  are  always  to  be  prescribed  with 
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great  discretion  and  only  when  the  intestinal  tract  appears  free 
from  actual  disorder. 

Chalybeates,  such  as  the  tinct.  f erri  mur.  or  S3rr.  ferri  iodid.  or 
the  subcarbonate  of  iron,  are  all  very  serviceable  when  the  dis- 
ease is  associated  with  dysmenorrhosa  or  amenorrhoea. 

2.  The  annoyance  of  the  rupturing  of  the  vesicles  may  be 
prevented  by  protecting  them  from  friction*  The  bullae  may  be 
carefully  punctured,  after  which  the  collapsed  vesicles  ma}  be 
protected  by  means  of  a  rag  smeared  with  carbolated  oil. 

3.  The  alkaline  baths  and  free  use  of  boracic  acid  in  baths  and 
ointments  should  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any  septic  changes  likely 
to  take  place. 

Individual  symptoms  may  call  for  agents  other  than  those 
mentioned  above  to  control  the  particular  constitutional  effects 
that  tend  to  complicate  the  disease. 

RupiA. — Rupia  is  a  disease  closely  allied  to  pemphigus,  but 
differs  from  pemphigus  by  its  bullae,  resulting  in  thick,  promi- 
nent, black  or  brown  scabs,  which  hang  to  their  resting-places  for 
a  considerable  time.  Of  the  varieties  of  rupia  we  have  three : 
rupia  simplex,  rupia  prominens,  rupia  escharotica. 

Rupia  simplex  is  usually  evolved  on  the  legs,  loins  and  thighs, 
rarely  on  the  body.  It  is  proclaimed  by  one  or  more  flat  bulls 
filled  with  a  turbid  serum,  which  is  finally  transformed  into  thick 
scabs  of  a  chocolate  color,  which  in  a  few  days  become  detached 
and  fall  off,  and  this  process  may  be -repeated  successively. 

Rupia  prominens  presents  larger  bullae,  the  scabs  thicker  and 
the  ulcers  deeper.  The  incrustations  are  inclined  to  hang  longer, 
and  if  taken  off  a  deep  ulcer  is  seen  beneath  and  a  new  scab 
forms. 

Rupia  escharotica  is  evolved  in  cachectic  individuals.  In  chil- 
dren the  bullae  do  not  acquire  great  dimensions,  but  they  follow 
each  other  in  great  numbers,  the  sores  becoming  very  painful, 
causing  fever  and  sleeplessness.  The  cicatrization  is  a  tardy 
process.  I  have  seen  many  cases  of  rupia  complicated  with  pur- 
pura, with  chronic  rheumatism  and  with  constitutional  syphilis. 

Rupia  is  not  a  dangerous  disease,  only  when  the  eruption  is 
abundant.  Its  duration  cannot  be  calculated,  but  depends  on  age, 
number  and  size  of  the  bullae,  on  the  consequent  sores,  the  de- 
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gree  of  constitutional  vigor,  whether  there  are  any  concomitant 
maladies,  as  scrofula,  chronic  affections  of  the  lungs,  alimentary 
canal,  etc. 

The  treatment  of  rupia  is  both  of  a  general  and  local  character. 

I.  Bring  about  a  modification  of  the  constitution  acting 
faultily  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 

A  good  diet  is  highly  important — beef,  milk,  eggs  and  bread. 
The  digestive  functions  to  be  seen  to,  so  that  such  foods  can  be 
properly  digested  and  assimilated.  The  skin  should  be  kept 
cleansed  with  alkaline  baths,  and  stimulated  with  a  wash  of  wine 
and  water,  or  with  a  solution  of  cream  of  tartar.  The  sores  may 
be  dusted  with  cream  of  tartar,  which  seems  to  stimulate  the  re- 
production of  new  epidermis.  After  the  falling  of  the  scabs  a 
decoction  of  bran  or  of  althaea  will  be  soothing  to  the  parts. 


ART.  ZXZ. — Meeting  of  the  Hational  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  convened  at  the 
Opera  House,  Altoona,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  June  17th,  1885. 
The  President,  Dr.  H.  K.  Stratford,  of  Chicago,  called  the 
meeting  to  order,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Criley  offered  prayer.  The 
Hon.  C.  J.  Mann,  the  Mayor,  welcomed  the  Association  to 
Altoona;  to  which  President  Stratford  made  an  appropriate 
response. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  consisted  of  Drs.  Covert  of 
Wisconsin,  Durham  of  Georgia,  Martin  of  Maine,  Woodward 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Williams  of  Alabama. 

Doctors  S.  B.  Munn,  J.  C.  Butcher,  L.  T.  Beam,  L.  P. 
O'Neale  and  J.  R.  Borland  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Grievances. 

The  roll  of  states  was  called,  and  credentials  were  presented 
and  referred.  The  committee  reported  at  noon,  after  the 
President  had  delivered  his  annual  address.  A  protest  was 
filed  against  several  of  the  delegates  from  Iowa,  who  were 
accordingly  subjected  to  a  more  rigid  scrutiny,  but  were  finally 
admitted. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  submitted  in  the  afternoon,  and 
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referred  to  Drs.  S.  B.  Munn  and  S.  S.  Judd,  of  Wisconsin, 
who  reported  all  to  be  correct.  The  publication  of  Dr.  King's 
address  (9,000  copies)  and  an  additional  100  volumes  of  Trans- 
actions ran  up  expenditures  to  nearly  $  i  ,000 ;  but  the  indebtedness 
had  been  materially  reduced,  and  is  now  in  a  fair  way  of  liquida- 
tion. The  membership  was  never  so  large  nor  the  Association 
so  strong  as  at  the  present  time. 

The  several  constitutional  amendments  recommended  by 
President  Younkin  were  endorsed  by  Dr.  Stratford,  and  adopted 
by  the  Association.  Dr.  £.  G.  Van  Cise,  of  Iowa,  was  placed 
on  the  retired  list.  Henceforth  a  member  who  is  expelled  or 
dropped  from  membership  in  an  auxiliary  society  ceases  to 
belong  to  the  National  Association.  The  commendation  of 
proprietary  medicines  subjects  the  offender  to  discipline. 

The  college  controversy  in  Iowa  cropped  out  at  about  every 
stage  of  the  proceedings.  It  was  the  first  thing  heard  of  when 
a  man  awoke  in  the  morning ;  an  Iowa  man  was  at  every  gate 
and  street-corner,  and  one  could  not  be  a  moment  by  himself 
but  an  Iowa  man  would  come  up  and  give  him  twenty  solid 
minutes  of  narrative.  The  Secretary  having  been  surfeited  by 
Iowa  matters,  morning,  noon  and  night,  finally  escaped  to  his 
room,  literally  exhausted.  Others  made  like  complaints.  So 
fierce  was  the  exasperation  at  the  intolerable  nuisance  that 
every  man  who  spoke  on  either  side  only  weakened  it.  The 
Committee  on  Colleges,  however,  reported  that  they  believed 
every  thing  which  each  said  of  the  other — and  so  reported 
against  botli.  The  mistake  was  now  made  of  allowing  an  un- 
limited debate,  but  finally  a  vote  was  arrived  at  to  adopt  the 
report.  Yet,  at  the  very  moment  before  final  adjournment, 
Jowa  was  the  last  thing  for  the  President  to  pass  on. 

The  first  thing  that  occurred  on  Wednesday  to  meliorate  the 
torment  was  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Charles  Band, 
apologizing  for  his  absence  from  the  meeting  in  his  native  stale, 
and  presenting  $100.  Dr.  Band  thinks  we  have  too  many  col- 
leges and  too  many  journals  to  support  them  well.  He  is  a 
business  man,  and  hence  too  sensible  to  appreciate  the  pruriency 
of  fledgling  physicians  to  be  called  Professors.  He  would  prick 
their  bladders  and  let  the  gas  out. 


National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.   '        843 

The  Sections  A,  B,  C  and  D  held  sessions.  Dr.  Cashman 
reported  Section  E,  su6  sileniio.  The  work  was  done  most 
admirably.  A  large  number  of  first-class  papers  was  read,  and 
the  discussions  were  also  well  worth  recording.  The  Secretary 
need  not  delay  printing ;  he  has  all  the  material  he  needs. 

A  resolution  by  Dr.  Howe  may  operate  to  lessen  expenses,  if 
not  to  smother  the  stupids.  The  length  of  articles  is  limited  to 
fifteen  pages ;  all  printing  beyond  that  must  be  paid  for  by  the 
writers.  If  that  had  been  done  with  Vol.  XII.,  Treasurer 
Anton  would  have  had  the  printer  paid  months  ago. 

Section  A  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  Vice-President 
Durham  acting  as  chairman,  and  Dr.  H.  B.  Piper  as  secretary* 
Hygiene,  Psychological  Medicine,  etc.,  were  comprised  in  this 
section.  Dr.  Howe  read  a  paper  and  reported  some  cases,  and 
several  other  articles  were  read,  discussed  and  referred. 

The  first  bit  of  humor  now  occurred.  Dr.  Reichard,  of  Kan- 
sas, mentioned  tlie  fact  that  a  block  of  stone  in  the  Washington 
Monument  had  been  placed  there  by  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  suggested  that  this  Associatipn  make  some 
similar  demonstration.  '*  I  raise  the  point  of  order,"  said  Dr. 
H.  B.  Piper.  ^^  This  is  unprofessional  advertising,  according  to 
all  medical  ethics." 

Dr.  S.  B.  Munn  reported  the.  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
Eclectic  Mutual  Aid  Society.  They  were  adopted,  and  a  pro- 
visional organization  was  formed,  with  Dr.  Munn  for  president. 
Dr.  Piper  for  vice-president.  Dr.  Wilder  for  secretary.  Dr.  Rus- 
sell for  treasurer,  and  Dr.  Jay  as  medical  examiner.  The 
initiation  fee  was  fixed  at  $5,  and  dues  on  death  of  a  member- 
$2.20.  The  society  will  go  into  operation  when  one  hundred 
members  are  obtained.  Twenty-six  names  were  given  on  the 
spot?  This  organization  will  tend,  more  than  is  imagined,  to 
cement  the  bonds  of  the  National  Association,  and  the  good 
feeling  exhibited  at  the  meeting  was  marked  and  most  cordial. 

Section  B  was  admirably  conducted.  .  It  embraced  Materia 
Medica  and  Practice,  and,  as  well  maybe  supposed,  it  is  the  de- 
partment in  which  the  great  majority  take  most  interest.  When 
questions  in  regard  to  practice  are  fairly  handled,  and  no  offensive 
personalities  are  permitted,  a^  they  never  should  be,  every  Ec- 
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lectic  ^oes  home  feeling  that  he  has  had  a' good  time,  and  that 
this  National  Association  is  a  great  thing.  Dr.  W.  H.  Davjs, 
of  Chicago,  was  chairman  of  Section  B,  and  Dr.  John  C. 
Butcher  sicted  as  secretary.  The  one  is  pretty  ambitious,  and 
knows  how  to  make  himself  agreeable ;  the  other  has  a  some- 
what heavy  and  plodding  look,  but  is  one  of  our  very  best 
workers.  Dr.  John  C.  Butcher  is  one  of  the  foremost  men 
among  us,  and  will  be  when  he  is  well  found  out.  He  writes 
an  excellent  paper,  is  a  careful  observer,  a  faithful  and  coura- 
geous ph3r8ician.  He  read  the  titles  of  twenty- two  papers,  and 
gave  a  synopsis  of  the  important  points  in  many  of  them.  The 
section  was  unable  to  conclude  its  business  at  a  single  session. 
It  met  on  Friday,  and  gave  us  the  Plymouth  Epidemic.  Dr. 
Munn  made  a  very  pertinent  suggestion :  whether  the  long  cold 
winter  had  not  led  to  a  morbid  accumulation  of  uric  acid  in  the 
bodies  of  the  sufferers,  producing  there  typhoid  and  other  mor- 
bid conditions. 

The  case  of  Dr.  James  M.  Hole  was  again  introduced.  It  is 
plain  that  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
regard  him  as  an  injured  man.  His  expulsion  at  Topeka  was 
certainly  precipitate,  and  ought  to  have  been  deferred  one  year. 
The  only  way  that  it  is  kept  from  reversal  has  been  by  treating 
it  as  a  personal  matter,  and  browbeating  every  man  that  utters  a 
doubt  in  the  case.  Such  a  way  of  acting  is  almost  equivalent  to 
a  confession  of  consciously  doing  wrong.  It  would  be  more 
manly  to  correct  a  mistake  than  to  perpetuate  it  simply  from 
personal  spite,  or  because  it  has  been  done.  Yet  generally  the 
injured  person  will  forgive  a  wrong ;  the  injurer  ever  hates  the 
man  he  knows  he  has  injured. 

Drs.  Stewart,  of  Ohio,  and  J.  A.  Reid,  of  Iowa,  presented  a 
paper  asking  the  matter  to  be  referred  to  the  Committdb  on 
Grievances.  This  was  done.  Dr.  Munn  here  committed  a 
parliamentary  blunder.  No  committee  should  sit,,  except  in  ex- 
traordinary cases,  when  the  principal  body  is  in  session ;  yet  he 
called  the  committee  together,  and  Dr.  Hole's  adversaries  did 
not  heed  his  request  to  appear.  They  sifted  the  matter  as  best 
they  could,  and  made  the  following  report: 
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"  Altoona,  June  i8,  1885. 
"  Your  Committee  on  Grievances,  in  the  case  of  J.  M.  Hole, 
wquld  recommend  that '  the  doctor  be  re-instated  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  all  accrued  dues,  and  restored  to  all  his  rights  anH  privi- 
leges in  this  Association  as  a  member  thereof. 

[Signed]      S.  B.  Munn,    J.  C.  Butcher, 
L.  T.  Beam,     W.  M.  Durham. 
Attest.:  J.  R.  Borland,  Secretary." 

The  Association  adopted  the  report  without  a  dissenting  voice. 
Dr.  Hole  paid  his  nine  dollars  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member. 
The  counsel  of  President  Younkin  had  been  followed,  and  by- 
gones seemed  to  be  by-gones.  So  complete  and  perfect  was 
this  action  that  no  legal  power  was  left  anywhere  to  disturb  this 
adjustment  of  the  matter. 

Sections  C  and  D  were  now  held.  Dr.  Milton  Jay  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  Gynecologic  and  Obstetric  section,  and  Dr. 
Bennett,  of  lo^a,  as  secretary.  A  paper  on  Urethral  Growths, 
by  Dr.  C.  E.  Miles,  was  read  by  Dr.  Howe,  and  elicited  pro- 
found interest.  It  is  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  Eclectic 
literature.     Other  papers  were  well  considered. 

President  Stratford  placed  Chicago  men  in  most  of  the  sec- 
tions, but  it  must  he  candidly  acknowledged  that  they  did  their 
work  well.  The  result  surpasses  every  thing  of  former  years. 
Every  officer  was  the  right  man  in  his  place.  Dr.  Jay  has  al- 
ways worked  sections  well,  and  Dr.  Davis  has  never  been  beat. 

The  Section  on  Surgery  was  next  held.  Dr.  L.  E.  Russell 
was  chairman,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Mc  Patrick  acted  as  secretary. 
The  former  is  well  known  in  the  National  Association ;  the  lat- 
ter is  a  professor  in  the  Bennett  Medical  College.  He  had  his 
baby  with  him.  He  had  removed  it  from  the  body  of  a  patient, 
who  for  thirteen  years  had  carried  it  inside  and  outside  of  the 
place  where  it  belonged.  The  operation  was  a  masterly  one, 
and  stamps  the  surgeon  as  one  likely  to  be  in  the  first  class 
among  us,  if  he  is  not  there  already. 

Dr.  Howe  read  a  paper  on  Surgical  Progress,  which  was 
listened  to  with  deep  interest.  Other  papers  were  well  read, 
some  of  them  by  title,  and  the  section  was  dissolved. 

Dr.  Wilder  offered  two  resolutions,  commending  Dr.  Mer- 
rell's  Digest  of  Materia  Medica,  and  declaring  that  it  ought  to 
have  a  place  in  every  physician's  library. 
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The  session  of  Friday  beg^an  very  inopportunely.  It  reminded 
the  spectators  of  the  peculiar  personal  exhibitions  made  by  the 
American  Medical  Association  at  Cleveland  some  years  ago, 
which  called  down  the  disgust  of  the  entire  community.  The 
upshot  of  it  was  the  rescission  of  all  action  taken  favorably  to 
Drs.  Gunn  and  Hole ;  although  in  both  cases  this  was  clearly 
unparliamentary  and  illegal.  Dr.  Gunn  perhaps  deserved  this, 
because  of  his  action  at  Cincinnati  last  year ;  but  Dr.  Hole  has 
been  quiet,  modest  and  correct  in  every  thing,  and  the  speeches 
made  in  both  cases  were  unseemly  and  improper.  One  would 
hardly  expect  a  sober  man  respecting  himself  to  make  them. 
Certainly  as  a  friend  to  the  National  Association  they  would  not 
have  been  made. 

Dr.  Hole  was  desired  to  appear  before  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials. He  replied  that  after  such  an  exhibition  he  had  no 
further  desire  to  belong  to  the  Association.  Dr.  Martin,  of 
Maine,  was  about  to  pay  an  initiation  fee  for  a  member  elect, 
but  decided  not  to  do  it.  He  said  that  the  man  would  never 
consent  to  belong  where  there  was  such  a  state  of  things. 

There  is  still  another  fault.  We  see  it  again  and  again.  Men 
sit  in  their  seats  dead  silent,  when  a  word  from  them  would 
arrest  the  very  thing  they  complain  of ;  then  they  go  home  and 
find  fault,  generally  never  coming  again.  They  are  more  to  be 
blamed  and  less  to  be  respected  than  those  with  whom  they  find 
fault.  God  deliver  me  from  a  friend  that  dares  not  say  his  soul 
is  his  own  I 

Medical  legislation  received  a  suitable  notice.  Dr.  Howe 
offered  the  following  resolutions : 

*'  In  view  of  the  encroachments  of  *  regulars  '  upon  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  those  physicians  whom  they  have  styled  *  irregU' 
lars^*  we  publish  our  will  and  express  our  position  and  senti- 
ments in  the  following  resolutions : 

'*  Resolved — That  the  members  of  the  National  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Association  are  all  opposed  to  partisan  legislation  having  in 
view  the  regulation  of  medical  practice. 

^^  Resolved — That  we  are  in  favor  of  Boards  of  Health  or- 
ganized for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  not  empowered  to  act 
prejudicially  to  any  class  of  physicians. 
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**  Resolved — That  we  encourage  testing  the  constitutionality 
of  laws  already  enacted  in  several  States,  givitig  authority  to 
appoint  health  officials  who  discriminate  against  the  professional 
interests  of  Eclectic  practitioners.'" 

Dr.  Wilder,  seconding  the  resolutions,  called  the  attention  of 
the  members  present  to  the  fact  that  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation had  just  voted  to  procure  the  submitting  of  bills  to  the 
legislatures,  interdicting  all  from  practicing  medicine  except 
those  licensed  by  State  Examiners ;  and  that  these  should  all  be 
men  proposed  by  Old-School  Medical  Societies^  The  Medical 
Association  of  Pennsylvania  has  already  adopted  the  proposed 
measure ;  and  now  the  issue  is  most  sharply  defined,  which  all 
Eclectics  must  meet.  He  demanded  that  the  vote  be  taken  by 
rising.     Every  one  at  once  stood  up. 

The  following  dispatch  was  received  and  greeted  with  an  up- 
roar of  cheers : 

"Boston,  June  i8th,  1885. — Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D.,  Sec- 
retary :  Tell  the  Association  now  in  session  upon  the  beautiful 
mountains  that  Medical  Despotism  has  been  defeated  by  a  vote 
almost  unanimous  in  our  legislature.  Grass  on  Bunker  Hill 
looks  greener  to-day  because  liberty  still  lives  triumphant  in 
Massachusetts. — Horatio  G.  Newton." 

The  Electoral  Committee  was  next  chosen  and  made  choice  of 
the  following  officers:  President,  Henry  B.  Piper,  M.  D.,  of 
Pennsylvania;  ist  Vice-President,  J.  W.  R.  Williams,  M.  D., 
of  Alabama:  2d  Vice-President,  Geo.  Covert,  M.  D.,  of  Wis- 
consin; 3d  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of 
Connecticut;  Secretary,  Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D.,  of  New 
Jersey;  Treasurer,  James  Anton,  M.  D.,  of  Ohio. 

Janesville,  Atlanta  and  Niagara  Falls  divided  the  choice  of  the 
next  place  of  meeting.  Finally  Altoona  received  a  three-fourth 
vote. 

The  session,  with  all  its  drawbacks,  has  been  both  profitable 
and  encouraging  to  those  who  believe  in  Eclectic  Practice.  Those 
in  attendance  were  emphatically  representative  men,  the  flower 
of  the  Association.  It  was  a  common  remark  that  so  intellectual 
a  body  of  men  had  never  assembled  in  Atlanta.  The  general 
wish  was  to  do  what  was  best  for  the  cause  and  promote  the  wel- 


348  Toothless  and  Hairless. — A  Long  Cord, 

fare  of  the  Association.  It  is  well  to  be  patient  with  what  we 
^o  not  approve ;  everyone  must  *^  give  and  take.'*  This  body 
is  the  great  breakwater  which  holds  Old-School  aggression  in 
check.  It  is  feared  and  hated  because  of  its  power.  One  Eclec- 
tic  can  chase  a  thousand  Allopathic  conspirators,  and  two  put 
ten  thousand  of  them  to  flight.  It  requires  bribery,  as  in  New 
York;  dissension,  as  in  Iowa;  extortionate  and  domineering 
measures  as  some  seek  to  apply 'them,  to  weaken  us.  We  come 
out  of  every  fire  purer  if  not  stronger.  The  vote  to  go  to  Atlanta 
was  received  by  the  Southern  members  with  much  enthusiasm. 
The  new  president  is  very  popular ;  many  declare  him  the  best 
parliamentarian  in  the  Association.  It  is  to  be  hoped.  We 
have  needed  such  a  man  very  often,  a  man  that  would  not  sit 
hesitatitig  in  the  chair,  or  who  did  not  treat  the  Association  as 
his  property.  We  have  had  such,  and  need  them  again.  More 
anon.  Johnstown. 


ABT.  3QCZI.— Toothless  and  Hairless.— A  Long  Cord.— By  T. 

C.  Cheatham,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  W.,  aet.  18,  strong  and  hearty,  has*  no  teeth  and  never 
did  have ^  except  two  small  peg-like  representations  of  eye  teeth 
and  one  stomach  tooth ;  these  were  cut  when  about  four  years 
old  and  remained  the  same  without  shedding.  Has  no  alveola 
process.  Again,  she  is  almost  hairless  all  aver  the  body — very 
little  fuzz-like,  hair  on  the  scalp — no  eyelashes  nor  eyebrows; 
arms,  legs  and  entire  surface  of  the  body  void  of  hair,  not  even 
a  fuzz ;  skin  slick  and  glossy,  born  this  way ;  never  perspires  the 
least  bit,  even  in  the  hottest  of  weather,  and  never  did.  Says 
she  is  compelled  to  keep  cold  water  applied  to  her  head  in  hot 
weather,  or  the  scalp  gets  dry,  hot,  painful,  swells  and  cracks, 
the  swelling  extending  over  the  entire  face.  She  has  a  sister 
five  years  old  similarly  affected.  Thirteen  children  in  the  fam- 
ily— all,  except  these  two,  with  good  and  full  sets  of  teeth  and 
fine  suits  of  hair.  Mrs.  W.  appears  well  formed  in  every  other 
particular ;  she  is  capable  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  hard,  physical 
labor. 

I  neglected  to  say  this  is  a  white  lady.  Now,  can  her  condi- 
tion  be  bettered  by  treatment  ? 
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A  Long  Cord. — Mrs.  J.,  white,  large,  strong  and  well 
formed,  primipara,  gave  birth  to  a  five-pound  girl  babe;  the 
cord  measured  forty-four  inches,  and  was  wrapped  three  times 
around  the  neck.  I  have  had  a  g^eat  many  obstetrical  cases, 
but  this  is  the  longest  cord  I  ever  saw. 

ABT.  XXXIL— Meeting  of  the  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  July 
2nd,  in  response  to  a  call  from  the  Governor.  The  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Executive  Department,  all  the  members  being 
present. 

The  membership  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  as  at  present 
constituted,  is  as  follows:  Dr.  Albert  Merrell,  St.  Louis,  eclec- 
tic, appointed  September  i ,  1883,  term  expires  July  2,  1887; 
Dr.  George  Homan,  St.  Louis,  allopathist,  appointed  July  2, 
1885,  vice  Dr.  Gregory,  resigned,  term  expires  July  2,  1887 ; 
Dr.  Jefferson  D.  Griffith,  Kansas  City,  allopathist,  appointed 
July  2,  1885,  vice  Dr.  Hereford,  resigned,  term  expires  July  2, 
1887  ;  Dr.  G.  A.  Goben,  Kirksville,  allopathist,  appointed  July  2, 
1885,  term  expires  July  2,  1892 ;  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Cox,  Springfield, 
homoeopathist,  appointed  July  2,  1885,  term  expires  July  2,  1892  ; 
Maj.  William  Gentry,  Sedalia,  farmer  and  stockman,  appointed 
July  2,  1885,  term  expires  July  2,  1892  ;  Mr.  James  B.  Prather, 
Maryville,  farmer  and  stockman,  appointed  July  2,  1885,  term 
expires  July  2,  1892. 

A  Yeorganization  was  effected  by  the  election  of  Maj.  William 
Gentry,  President;  Dr.  Geo.  Homan,  Secretary;  and  James  B. 
Prather,  Treasurer.  Dr.  Merrell  was  continued  in  the  office  of 
Vice-President,  he  being  the  only  member  holding  over. 

Dr.  Hearne,  the  retiring  Secretary,  appeared  before  the  board 
by  request,  and  made  a  statement  regarding  the  financial  opera- 
tions of  the  old  board.  After  some  discussion  an  Auditing  Com- 
mittee, composed  of  Drs.  Griffith  and  Homan  and  Mr.  Prather, 
was  appointed  to  go  over  the  books  and  verify  the  statements  and 
accounts  presented. 

An  Executive  Committee  was  created,  composed  of  the  Pres- 
ident, Vice-President  and  Secretary.  The  President  was  em- 
powered to  appoint  various  committees,  on  recommendation  of 
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the  Executive  Committtee,  to  take  up,  investigate  and  report  to 
the  board  upon  matters  affecting  the  health  or  well-being  of  the 
people  and  the  live-stock  interests  of  the  State.  Dr.  Griffith  was 
requested  to  prepare  a  report  upon  the  recent  occurrence  of  dys- 
entery in  almost  epidemic  form  at  Kansas  City,  as  a  probable 
result  of  the  use  by  families  of  ice  taken  from  near  the  outlets 
of  sewers. 

By  invitation,  Professor  Sanborn,  Dean  of  the  Agricultural 
College,*and  Dr.  Paul  Paquin,  State  Veterinarian,  appeared  be- 
fore the  board  and  made  statements  regarding  the  present  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  live-stock  interests  in  different  parts  of  the 
State. 

By  resolution,  Maj.  Grentry  and  Mr.  Prather  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  report  on  this  subject,  in  conjunction 
with  Prof.  Sanborn  and  Dr.  Paquin,  the  same  to  be  submitted  to 
the  board  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  to  be  followed  by 
additional  data  and  information  from  time  to  time,  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  necessary. 

The  matters  of  drainage  and  sanitary  measures  in  towns,  and 
the  control  and  supervision  of  nuisances  generally  throughout 
the  State,  were  discussed,  and  the  question  of  how  the  formation 
of  local  boards!  of  health  could  be  best  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted was  considered.  It  was  deemed  important  that  the  aid 
and  co-operation  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  be 
invited,  in  order  to  know  the  condition  of  school  houses  and 
school  premises.  The  efficacy  of  railway  stations,  yards,  »etc., 
as  a  means  of  spreading  disease  was  suggested.  It  was  thought 
advisable  to  co-operate  in  this  direction  with  the  State  Board  of 
Railroad  Commissioners. 

Other  subjects  discussed  were  the  collection  of  mortuary  sta- 
tistics, the  registration  of  births,  and  the  proper  sources  of  pure 
vaccine  supplies  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  small-pox. 

The  registration  of  physicians  under  the  existing  law  will  be 
continued,  and  the  question  of  the  feasibility  of  issuing  a  com- 
plete State  registry  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  session  was  adjourned  at  6  P.  m.  in  order  to  accept  the 
Governor's  tendered  hospitality,  and  was  resumed  in  the  even- 
ing, when,  after  providing  for  proper  representation  at  the  con- 
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• 
ference  of  State  Boards  of  Health,  to  be  held  at  Washington 

next  fall,  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association,  the  board  adjourned  ^o  meet  at  the  same 
place,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day in  next  October. 

Although  the  Legislature  at  the  last  session  failed  to  provide 
for  the  continued  financial  support  of  this  body,  the  Governor 
and  other  State  officials  say  they  are  earnestly  desirous  of  its 
continuance,  and  have  pledged  themselves  to  use  their  influence 
with  the  next  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  deficiencies  created 
by  the  failure  of  appropriation  by  the  last  one. 

ABT.  XXXIII.  —  Bleetrioity  in  a  Gate  of  Obatetrioa.  —  By  W. 
T.  Baird,  M.  D.,  Albany,  Tbxas. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  June,  1885,  I  was  called  to  see 
Mrs.  L.  R.,  of  this  place.  I  found  her  in  labor  with  her  first 
child.  She  was  thirty-one  years  old,  had  a  good  constitution, 
and  had  always  enjoyed  good  health.  She  informed  me  that 
occasional  sharp  and  lancinating  pains  had  annoyed  her  since 
the  evening  of  the  6th  inst.,  but  at  this  time  they  were  becoming 
much  more  frequent  and  severe.  Upon  examination  I  found  the 
cervix  elongated  to  an  extent  which  I  had  never  before  discov- 
ered in  one  at  term,  and  this  elongated  portion  projecting  into 
the  vagina,  and  containing  the  presenting  part  of  the  vertex. 
The  OS  was  thick,  yet  firm  and  rig^d,  feeling  more  to  the  touch 
like  cartilage  than  the  tissue  belonging  to  the  os  uteri.  The 
pains,  thus  far,  had  produced  no  effect  upon  its  dilatation,  as  it 
was  still  a  **pin-hole  os.'* 

Fully  knowing  that  by  any  plan  of  management,  I  had  a  case 
which  would  prove  tedious,  and  that  the  indications  were  plain 
that  I  should  do  all  in  my  power  to  control  the  pain  with  which 
she  was  suHering  (which  was  now  becoming  constant,  obtaining 
but  little  rest  in  the  intervals),  and  to  conserve  her  nervous 
forces  so  that  they  might  be  sufficient  to  cany  her  successfully 
through  to  a  favorable  termination-;  and,  having  no  knowledge 
of  any  agent  by  which  I  could  so  successfully  meet  these  indi- 
cations as  electricity,  I  therefore  made  an  application  of  the 
f aradic  current,  passing  the  current  through  her  body  from  the 
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lumbo-sacral  region  to  the  abdominal  region  continuously  for  a 
period  of  thirty  minutes.  At  the  end  of  this  time  her  rhyth- 
mical pains  were  much  less  severe,  and  she  was  enjoying  refresh- 
ing jest  in  the  internals. 

I  now  withheld  the  current  for  about  six  hours  (when  the  pains 
again  became  harassing  in  the  intervals  of  regular  contrac- 
tion), and  then  repeated  the  application  with  the  same  result. 
In  this  way  I  managed  to  secure  her  a  sufficient  amount 
of  immunity  from  suffering'  to  prevent  any  exhaustion  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  in  the  time  thus  gained  the  os  became 
softer  and  began  to  yield.  At  this  time  the  contractions  were 
beginning  to  exhibit  a  greater  degree  of  force,  and  the  pain 
resulting  from  them  was  proportionately  greater.  Therefore,  the 
more  effectually  to  control  this  painj  and  to  assist  the  uterus  to 
perform  its  expulsive  efforts  with  the  expenditure  of  a  minimum 
amount  of  nervous  force  ^  and  to  facilitate  the  labor;  to  prevent 
exhaustion,  by  securing  perfect  rest  in  the  intervals  of  uterine 
contraction ;  to  secure  the  speedy  termination  of  the  third  stage 
of  the  labor ;  and,  after  this,  to  maintain  the  uterus  in  a  state  of 
tonic  contraction y  and  thus  prevent  post-partum  hemorrhage — 
to  successfully  meet  all  these  indications,  /  naw^  from,  this 
time  on  to  the  conclusion  of  her  labor ^  applied  the  current 
during  the  time  occupied  by  each  recurring  rhythmical  uterine 
contraction.  And  I  may  here  state  that  each  indication,  as 
above  set  forth,  was  prqmptly  met  and  as  promptly  fulfilled. 
The  pains,  which  were  due  to  the  regular  uterine  contractions, 
were  so  far  modified  as  to  be  but  little  complained  of,  and  in 
each  interval  she  was  enabled  to  secure  a  refreshing  respite. 
That  nervous  force  was  conserved,  and  exhaustion  prevented, 
was  fully  evinced  by  the  fact  that  at  np  time  during  her  labor 
did  her  pulse-rate  exceed  90  per  minute,  and  in  fifteen  minutes 
after  its  conclusion  it  was  but  75  per  minute,  with  a  full,  soft 
and  equable  stroke ;  nor,  at  any  time,  did  she  exhibit,  either  by 
word  or  action,  symptoms  of  fatigue  or  exhaustion. 

There  was  no  fluid  in  the  amniotic  sac.  Whether  it  had  been 
removed  by  absorption,  ox  had  passed  off  gradually  before  the 
onset  of  labor,  the  patient  herself  did  not  know. 

The  labor  was  completed  on  the  evening  of  the   nth,  by  the 
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birth  of  a  female  child  which  weighed  seven  pounds.  The 
labor  was  concluded  in  twenty-four  hours  after  I  commenced  the 
use  of  the  current  with  each  pain,  .and  in  forty-eight  hours  after 
I  had  commenced  its  use  in  this  case,  and  in  six  days  after  the 
first  labor  pains  were  felt ;  the  placenta  was  expelled  by  the 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  without  traction  upon  the  cord,  imme- 
diately upon  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus.  There  was  absolutely 
no  post-partum  hemorrhage,  uterine  contraction  being  perfect 
and  well  maintained.  Upon  my  visit  to  her  the  next  morning,  I 
found  her  sitting  up  in  bed  to  let  her  child  nurse,  and  she  in- 
formed me  that  she  would  have  gotten  out  of  bed  during  the 
night  to  obtain  a  drink  of  water,  but  the  nurse  would  not  allow 
her  to  do  so.  No  abdominal  pain  or  soreness  was  complained 
of,  and  she  said  she  had  been  able  to  turn  herself  in  bed  with- 
out assistance  during  the  night  as  she  desired.  On  the  fifth  day 
she  sat  up  long  enough  to  have  her  bed  dressed,  and  her  con- 
valescence has  been  favorable  and  uninterrupted. 

I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  state  here  that  during  the  entire  course 
of  the  labor  the  rectum  and  bladder  received  due  attention  and 
were  kept  promptly  evacuated,  and  that  at  no  time  was  the  head 
of  the  fcetus  impacted  in  any  part  of  the  parturient  canal,  but 
that  after  dilatation  of  the  os  was  complete,  and  the  head  had 
become  engaged,  that  it  advanced  during  each  uterine  contrac- 
tion, and  properly  receded  after  its  cessation. 

The  object  of  the  above  report  is  to  exhibit  the  claims  of  elec- 
tricity as  a  therapeutic  agent  of  inestimable  value  in  obstetrical 
cases. 

1.  As  a  sedative,  allaying  all  refiex  pain,  such  as  ''pain  in 
the  back,"  flying,  darting,  shooting,  cutting  or  grinding  pains 
in  the  abdominal  region,  and  modifying^  to  a  sensible  degree^ 
the  pain  attendant  upon  the  regular  uterine  contraction. 

2.  As  a  stimulant  to  all  the  muscular  fibres  engaged  in  the 
parturient  effort,  stimulating  them  to  contraction^  which  has  at 
this  time  become  with  them  a  special  function,  and  thus  bear- 
ing directly  on  the  rapidity  of  the  dilatation  of  the  os,  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  foetus  and  placenta,  securing  firm  and  tonic 
contraction  subsequent  to  labor,  thus  preventing  post-partum 
hemorrhage   and  promptly  expelling  all  coagula  and  lochial 
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fluids  before  decomposition  of  them  occurs  in  the  uterus,  there- 
by preventing  septicemia  and  facilitating  involution. 

3.  As  a  tonic,  exhibiting  refreshing  and  restorative  effects, 
thus  preventing  fatigue  and  exhaustion,  thereby  forestalling  all 
indications  for  the  necessity  of  forcible  delivery^  furnishing  to 
all  of  her  nerve  centers,  and  to  every  nerve,  and  to  every  mus- 
cular fibre  engaged  iii  the  labor,  both  voluntary  and  involuntary, 
a  new  force^  a  force  which  is  not  a  part  of  her  own  system, 
though  so  nearly  allied  to  her  own  nervous  forces,  that  it  ac- 
complishes the  work  set  apart  for'  them,  independent  (almost) 
of  their  presence  in  her  nerve  centers,  leaving  the  supply  in 
them  unimpaired  and  unexhausted,  free  to  exhibit  and  maintain 
its  refreshing  and  restorative  influence  on  her  organism,  and 
thus  to  secure  to  her  a  condition  of  resty  which  condition  herself 
and  all  of  her  anxious  friends  are  fully  cognizant  of  and  duly 
grateful  for ;  a  condition  which  sustains  her,  not  only  through 
her  labor,  but  which  exerts  its  beneficent  influence  throughout 
her  entire  convalescence. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  occupy  any  of  your  valuable  space  at 
present  by  giving  any  of  the  ordinary  and  recognized  niethods 
of  management  in  cases  of  ^^rigid  os^^*  or  make  any  compari- 
sons of  them  and  my  own  as  set  forth  in  the  above  case,  but  will 
leave  the  reader  free  to  do  this  for  himself ;  but  will  here  say 
that  this  is  the  second  well-marked  case  of  this  kind  in  which  I 
have  employed  the  electrical  treatment  with  the  same  happy 
results. 

For  a  report  of  my  first  case  and  a  full  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  use  of  electricity  in  obstetric  practice,  with  details  of 
the  applications,  etc.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  a  series 
of  papers  in  the  American  Journal  of  Obstetrics^  commencing 
with  the  April  No.,  1885. 

Note — We  have  read  these  papers,  and  know  them  to  be 
good. — [Editor. 

Acid  Hannate. 

Teaspoonful  doses  three  times  a  day  of  Acid  Mannate  will 
keep,  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  condition,  favor  the  secretion  of 
bile,  and  gradually  remove  the  congested  and  torpid  condition 
of  the  liver. 
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ABSTRACTS. 


SuTgioal  Treatment  of  Vterine  Displacements. 

This  covers  a  wide  and  varied  field.  Pessaries  are  applied 
discriminately  and  indiscriminately,  by  the  skilled  gynaecologist 
and  by  the  veriest  tyro.  I  believe,  as  a  whole,  they  do  more 
harm  than  good ;  unless  well  applied,  they  cause  ulceration, 
irritation,  erosion,  leucorrhea  and  pruritus.  They  often  sustain 
a  patient  morally,  and  she  will  declare  that  she  cannot  exist 
without  one,  when  in  fact  it  gives  no  material  support  whatever.. 
The  following  cases  in  my  own  practice  will  serve  to  illustrate 
this : 

A  girl,  aged  22,  a  type-setter,  came  to  see  me  on  account  of 
prolapse  and  leucorrhcea.     She  had  had  a  hard-rubber  ring  pes- 
sary inserted  some  weeks  before.     I  found,  upon  examination, 
no  displacement  whatever,  but  quite  serious  and  extensive  irrita- 
tion caused  by  the  pessary.     I  explained  the  whole  case  to  her, 
and  advised   removal   of  the   pessary.     Within  the  course  of  a 
week  she  returned,  telling  me  she  could  not  work  without  the 
support  of  the  instrument,  and  that  if  I  did  not  introduce  it  she 
should  get  some  one  else  to  do  it.     Re-examining  the  girl  with 
the  same  result  as  before,  I  felt  sure  the  sensation  of  falling  was 
a  nervous  symptom,  and  that  to  re-apply  the  pessary  would  be 
but  to  renew  the  irritation.     I  explained  it  to  her,  but  nothing 
would  do  but  the  pessary,  and  in  order  to  relieve  her  mentally  I 
feigned  its  introduction,  and  told  her  if  she  felt  no  inconvenience 
from  it  she  need  not  return  for  six  months.     At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  she  had  not  lost  a  day,  and  had  not  suffered  from 
any  of  the  previous  sensations.     She  begged  to  continue  wear- 
ing the  supposed  pessary. 

Usually,  it  would  be  safe  after  illusion  by  telling  the  person 
the  \¥hole  truth.  But  there  are  cases  so  nervous,  and  with  so 
vivid  an  imagination,  that  health  and  well-doing  depend  upon 
some  support,  real  or  imaginary. 

Recently  a  woman  consulted  me  who  said  she  had  retro- 
flexion, and  was  wearing  a  pessary  for  it,  and  wished  me  to 
see  if  it  was  in  a  good  position.  I  found  a  marked  case  of 
chronic  ante-flexion,  with  retro-flexion  pessary.      In  all  proba- 
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bility  impacted  faeces  had  been  diagnosed  as  a  retro-flexion 
uterus,  and  the  woman  had  been  getting  an  imaginary  relief 
from  a  pessary  that  could  not,  in  the  least,  have  benefited  the 
existing  displacement. 

One  other  case  may  be  given  as  a  warning  to  physicians.  A 
working-girl  came  to  me  to  be  relieved  of  a  profuse  and  offen- 
sive leucorrhcea  and  pruritus.  When  asked  if  she  had  been  ex- 
amined or  treated  for  uterine  trouble,  she  replied  that  she  was 
examined  aud  quite  badly  hurt  by  a  physician  some  six  years 
before,  but  since  then  she  had  neither  been  examined  nor  treated. 
Upon  examination,  I  found  an  old,  corroded,  fetid  ring-pessary; 
the  vagina  had  granulated  erosions  all  about  where  the  pessary 
pressed  upon  it,  and  the  parts  were  in  a  deplorable  condition 
because  of  the  profuse  and  excoriating  leucorrhcea.  Here  was 
a  sin*  of  commission  rather  than  of  omission,  and  no  physician 
should  be  guilty  of  it.  If  used  at  all,  each  case  must  be  indi- 
vidualized, and  the  pessary  must  be  suited  to  it,  or  it  will  do 
much  more  harm  than  good. 

However  well  selected  and  applied,  pessaries  cannot,  in  my 
opinion,  be  considered  a  means  of  cure,  but,  like  a  crutch,  they 
may  in  some  cases  help  the  patient  to  get  about  with  more  com- 
fort. There  are  scores  of  pessaries,  all  planned  with  like  aims 
in  view,  to  elevate  and  support  the  uterus,  and  to  straighten  any 
flexures  that  may  exist  in  it. 

The  ring-pessary,  made  of  soft  or  hard  rubber,  or  of  malle- 
able wire  incased  in  rubber,  is  used  more  frequently  than  any 
other  in  cases  of  prolapse  in  its  earliest  stages.  The  hard  rub- 
ber is  preferable  to  the  soft,  because  it  absorbs  the  vaginal  secre- 
tions less  readily  and  becomes  less  offensive. 

If  a  pessary  causes  disagp'eeable  sensations,  it  must  be  re- 
moved; if  well-adjusted,  it  gives  no  discomfort  Vaginal  in- 
jections should  be  taken  at  least  twice  a  week  while  one  is  worn, 
and  it  should  be  removed  and  thoroughly  cleansed  every  two  or 
three  months. 

Retro-  and  ante-  flexion  pessaries  are  made  thicker,  or  are 
elevated  anteriorly  or  posteriorly,  in  accordance  with  the  end  to 
be  achieved. 

Metal  or  hard  rubber  stem-pessaries  are  usually  applied  with 
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the  aim  of  straightening  an  acute  angle  in  ante-  or  retro- 
flexions. They  should  be  a  half-inch  shorter  than  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus.  They  may  bevrorn  during  the  menses,  but  it  is  well 
to  remove  them  after  they  have  been  in  place  a  month  or  two,  in 
order  to  see  if  there  is  less  dysmenorrhoea,  or  if  it  is  entirely 
absent.  It  is  often  necessary  to  introduce  an  ante-  or  a  retro- 
flexion pessary  in  connection  with  a  stem-pessary,  as  the  uterus 
may  drop  backward  or  forward  with  the  stem  in  it.  In  complete 
prolapse,  and  when  combined  with  prolapse  of  the  vagina,  the 
restored  parts  can  rarely  be  kept  in  place  without  the  aid  of  a 
pessary  that  has  an  external  support. 

Cutter's  cup-and-stem  pessary  is  the  best  for  this  purpose.* 
In  ante-flexion,  external  abdominal  support,  if  well  adjusted, 
often  gives  great  relief,  especially  to  women  with  heavy  abdomi- 
nal adipose  and  relaxed  abdominal  muscles.  A  good  deal  of* 
comfort  is  often  experienced  in  prolapse  and  in  retro-flexion  by 
introducing  a  sponge  with  a  string  attached  to  it ;  the  patient 
may  learn  to  apply  and  withdraw  it  herself.  When  smeared 
with  carbolized  oil,  it  may  remain  for  three  days  without  causing 
irritation  or  becoming  offensive. — Mary  J,  Saffbrd^  A/.  -O.,  in 
Medical  Counselor. 


Cholera. 

Prof.  Bartholow  says  as  the  cholera  discharges  are  distinctly 
alkaline,  the  universal  outward  osmosis  can  only  be  checked  by 
the  administration  of  an  acid.  He  recommends  for  the  prelimi- 
nary diarrhcBa:  B.  Acidi  sulphurici  aromat.,  Sss. ;  tinct.  opii, 
deed.,  ^88.  M.  Sig.  Twenty  drops  in  water  every  hour.  Or 
— ^B.  Acidi  sulphurici,  dilut.,  Sss. ;  tinct.  opii  camph.,  Jrss. 
M.     Sig.     A  teaspoonful  well  diluted  every  hour  or  two. 

Many  prefer  acetate  of  lead  or  opium  in  pill  form  or  in  solu- 
tion. A  favorite  combination  with  others  is  spirits  of  chloro- 
form, tincture  of  rhubarb,  tincture  of  cinnamon  and  tincture  of 
opium. 

Another  efficacious  remedy  is  the  hypodermatic  injection  of 
morphia,  gpr.  ^  and  atropia,  gr.  t^.    Mustard  to  the  epigastrium 

♦  Stanler^s  or  Mcintosh's  stem -pessaries  are  even  better  than  Cut- 
ter's.— ^Kditor. 
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or  a  fly  blister  will  aid  in  the  arrest  of  vomiting.  Other  reme- 
dies for  the  vomiting  &tage  are  carbolic  acid,  chlorodyne, 
camphor,  chloroform  and  the  hypodermatic  administration  of 
morphia  and  chloral.  Both  in  this  and  in  the  alg^d  stage,  Prof. 
Bartholow  has  obtained  the  best  results  from  the  internal  use  of 
sulphuric  acid,  combined  with  the  employment  hypodermatic- 
ally  of  morphia  and  atropia,  followed  by  chloral.  He  considers 
chloral  to  be  more  efHcient  in  the  treatment  of  the  later  stages 
of  cholera  than  any  single  remedy.  It  frequently  allays  the 
vomiting  and  purging,  relieves  the  cramps,  and  brings  about 
reaction  as  if  by  magic.  The  result  is  obtained  by  its  action 
upon  the  nervous  system,  where  the  poison  of  cholera  seems  to 
spend  its  force.  In  desperate  cases.  Prof.  Bartholow  recom- 
mends the  intravenous  injection  of  salines. 

After  reaction  has  been  secured,  the  urinary  secretion  must  be 
restored  in  order  to  avoid  a  fatal  result  from  ursemia  or  cholera- 
typhoid. 

Prof.  DaCosta  says  that  success  in  the  treatment  of  cholera 
depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  treatment  of  the  prelim- 
inary diarrhoea.  Check  it,  and  the  general  mortality  will  be 
decidedly  lessened.  Years  ago,  he  was  impressed  with  the 
value  of  sulphuric  acid  in  this  stage.  A  valuable  combination 
is:  B.  Acidi  sulphurici  dilut,  mx«;  tinct.  opii,  deod.,  mx. ; 
aqua  menth.,  pip.,  S»ij.  To  be  taken  every  fifteen  to  thirty  min- 
utes until  the  diarrhoea  ceases. 

The  experience  of  the  physician  in  India  has  shown  that  good 
results  may  be  obtained  in  this  stage  from  the  administration, 
every  three  or.  four  hours,  of :  R.  Plumbi  acetatis,  gr.  iv. ; 
pulv.  opii,  gr.  j. ;  aqua,  jij. 

If  the  case  be  one  of  more  than  ordinary  severity,  a  pill  com- 
posed of  capsicum,  opium  and  camphor  will  often  produce  a 
most  happy  effect:  B.  Capsici,  gr»  iv. ;  camphorse,  viij. ; 
ext.  opii,  aq.,  gr.  ij.  M.  Ft.  pillulae  No.  IV.  Sig.  One  pill 
every  half-hour. 

If  the  case  still  go  on,  and' vomiting,  purging,  with  cramps 
and  rice-water  discharges  occur.  Prof.  DaCosta  says  that  the 
first  and  most  important  thing  to  do  is  to  stop  the  patient  from 
drinkin'g  any  fluids  whatever.     His  experience  in  this  respect 
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agrees  with  that  of  McNamara  and  the  Indian  physicians.  The 
patient  may  be  allowed  to  swallow  small  pellets  of  ice,  which 
will  allay  the  thirst  without  overloading  the  stomach.  The 
whole  abdomen  should  be  covered  with  a  mustard  plaster,  to 
lessen  the  cramps,  nausea  and  vomiting.  Medicinally,  capsicum, 
opium  and  camphor  are  still  to  be  depended  on,  but  they  had 
better  be  given  in  liquid  form  now,  and  in  small,  frequent  doses : 
K.  Tinct.  capsici,  mi].;  tinct.  opii,  deod.,  mx. ;  aqua  camph., 
3ij.  M.  Sig.  For  one  dose.  To  be  repeated  every  half 
hour. 

If  the  stomach  be  too  irritable  .to  retain  the  medicine,  morphia 
may  be  given  h3rpodermatically.  Friction  with  dry  mustard  is 
invaluable  for  the  cramps  in  the  extremities.  At  times  they  are 
relieved  in  a  marked  manner  by  the  hypodermatic  injection  of 
chloral,  gr.  xv-xxx,  largely  diluted. 

If  the  various  astringent  remedies  have  failed  to  arrest  the 
excessive  secretion  and  the  case  is  progessing  unfavorably,  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  alterative  plan  may  be  resorted  to  with 
advantage.  Some  physicians  advise  repeated  large  doses  of  cal- 
omel. Prof.  DaCosta  has  obtained  more  benefit  from  the 
administration  of  one  dose  of  gr.  v.,  to  be  followed  by  small 
dcyes  of  gr.  \  every  hour. 

If  collapse  be  impending,  friction  with  hot  mustard,  hot  tur- 
pentine, or  hot  whiskey,  must  be  persistently  employed,  and 
small  amounts  of  warm  whiskey  or  brandy  given  every  few  niin- 
utes  by  the  stomach  or  hypodermatically.  The  hjrpodermatic 
use  of  caffeine,  in  gr.  iss.  doses,  is  warmly  recommended  by 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  French  therapeutists.  If  the 
patient  is  still  failing,  blood-letting  has  been  proposed  as  a  last 
resort,  and  has  been  used  with  success  in  some  cases.  Absorp- 
tion and  circulation  appear  to  have  been  restored  as  soon  as  the 
venous  stasis  was  removed  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  quantity  of 
thickened  blood  from  the  swollen  veins. 

Prof.  DaCosta  is  convinced,  however,  that  the  best  results  in 
this  apparently  hopeless  stage  will  be  obtained  from  the  intra- 
venous injection  of  salines.  The  effect  of  this  procedure  in  the 
cases  reported  was  marvelous.  A  very  good  formula  for  the 
solution   is:     B.     Sodii  chloridi,   3j. ;    sodii  carb.,  5iij. ;  aqua, 
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Ovi.  M.  Warm  to  the  temperature  of  io8**,  and  slowly  inject 
i'l]  per  minute  into  a  vein  until  Jxl  have  been  thrown  in.  U 
nece&sary ,  ^xl  more  may  be  injected  after  a  short  time,  but  it  will 
not  be  advisable  to  exceed  that  amount. 

After  reaction  has  been  established,  there  is  still  danger  of 
death  from  secondary  irritative  fever  or  from  uraemia  due  to  the 
clogging  of  the  uriniferous  tubules  with  cast  off  epithelium. — 
Medical  Bulletin. 


The  Influence  of  Clmicifuga  Bacemota  on  Parturition. 

In  a  paper  on  the  cohosh,  contributed  to  the  Chicago  Medical 
yournal  and  Examiner  by  Dr.  J.  Suydam  Knox,  he  says : 

My  cases  number  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  primaparae  and 
ninety-three  multipara.  Considering  labor  as  commencing  as 
soon  as  pains  are  regular,  its  average  duration  among  prima- 
parae was  six  and  one-fourth  hours,  and  among  multiparas  ex- 
actly three  hours. 

Considering  the  second  stage  of  labor  as  beginning  with  full 
dilatation  of  the  external  os,  its  average  duration  among  the  pri- 
maparae was  one  hour  and  forty-five  minutes  and  among  the 
multiparae  only  twenty-seven  minutes. 

In  reviewing  my  notes  of  the  above  one  hundred  and  fifty 
cases,  I  have  come  to  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  Cimicifuga  has  a  positive  sedative  effect  upon  the  par- 
turient woman,  quieting  reflex  irritability.  Nausea,  pruritis, 
and  insomnia,  so  common  in  the  last  six  weeks  of  pregnancy, 
are  always  bettered  and  often  disappear,  under  its  administra- 
tion. 

2.  Cimicifuga  has  a  positive  anti-spasmodic  effect  upon  the 
parturient  woman.  The  neuralgic  cramps  and  irregular  pains 
of  the  flrst  stage  of  labor  are  ameliorated,  and  often  altogether 
abolished.  In  fact,  during  the  first  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
drug  in  all  cases,  I  had  the  mortification,  with  a  few  women,  of 
terminating  the  labor  so  precipitately,  and  without  prodromic 
symptoms,  as  to  be  unable  to  reach  the  bedside  before  the  birth. 

3.  Cimicifuga  relaxes  uterine  muscular  fiber  and  the  soft 
parts  of  the  parturient  canal  by  controlling  muscular  irritability, 
thus  facilitating  labor  and  diminishing  risks  of  laceration. 
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4.  Cimicifuga  increases  the  energy  and  rhythm  of  the  pains 
in  the  second  stage  of  labor. 

5.  It  is  my  belief  that  cimicifuga,  like  ergot,  maintains  a 
better  contraction  of  the  uterus  after  delivery.  It  is  my  habit, 
however,  to  administer  fifteen  to  thirty  minims  of  flaid  extract 
ergot  after  the  birth  of  the  fetal  head,  and  I  have  had  but  a  few 
opportunities  of  testing  this  effect  of  the  cohosh. 

My  method  of  administration  has  been  to  give  fifteen  minims 
of  the  fluid  extract  of  cimicifuga  in  compound  extract  of  sarsa- 
parilla  each  night  for  four  weeks  before  the  expected  confine- 
ment. 

One  fluid  ounce  of  the  fluid  extract  cimicifuga  to  three  fluid 
ounces  compound  syrup  sarsaparilla — dose,  one  teaspoonful — 
make  just  the  required  quantity. — American  Practitioner, 


Oleum  Oanltheria  and  Gkklvanic  Electrioity  in  Chronic  Catarrhal 
Deafness. — By  A.  N.  Shotwsll,  M.  D.,  Mt.  Clemens, 
Michigan. 

Considering  the  rapid  increase  of  this  troublesome  disease, 
and  the  unsatisfactoriness  of  the  ordinary  treatment,  we  should 
look  forward  without  prejudice  to  any  new  device  which  will 
mitigate  this  trouble. 

I  will  take  for  the  subjeet  of  this  sketch  three  cases  of  catar- 
rhal deafness,  all  of  different  ages  and  conditions. 

Case  I. — A  man,  set.  30,  came  to  my  office  complaining  of 
loss  of  hearing,  with  continuous  buzzing  in  the  ears,  which  was 
sometimes  very  severe.  On  examination,  I  found  follicular 
pharyngitis  in  an  aggravated  form,  with  a  good  deal  of  expecto- 
ration. On  March  25  he  could  only  hear  the  tick  of  a  watch 
on  left  side  eight  and  one-quarter  inches  from  the  head.  I  com- 
menced by  employing  astringent  sprays  in  the  throat  and  nose 
and  equal  parts  of  ext.  hamamelis  and  glycerin. 

After  using  Dobell's  solution  to  cleanse  the  membrane,  and  at 
different  times  argenti  nitrat.,  gr.  xx  to  SI  of  water,  applied 
w:ith  a  probe  to  the  enlarged  follicles,  I  commenced  with  gal- 
vanic electricity  passed  through  the  ears.  Oh  April  loth  I 
tested  the  ears  with  the  same  watch  under  the  same  conditions, 
and  found  that  hearing  had  increased  from  eight  and  one-quarter 
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to  nineteen  inches,  I  continued  the  use  of  electricity  up  to  April 
29th,  when  the  patient  complained  of  return  of  buzzing,  and 
could  not  hear  quite  as  well,  when  I  commenced  to  use  one 
part  of  ol.  gaultherise  with  three  of  ol.  olivae  into  ears*  by  dip- 
ping a  small  piece  of  absorbent  cotton  into  it  and  leaving  it  in 
overnight,  when  the  buzzing  stopped.  On  May  21st  I  again 
tested  hearing,  and  found  it  had  increased  to  twenty-six  inches; 
again,  on  May  26th,  to  twenty-nine  inches,  and  the  patient  is 
now  about  as  well  as  ever. 

Case  II.,  March  15. — Lady,  set.  22,  complained  of  deafness; 
had  been  treated  at  various  times  by  different  aurists  without 
success.  In  left  ear  could  only  hear  the  tick  of  a  watch  four 
and  one-half  inches;  right,  eight  and  one-quarter  inches.  In 
this  case  I  also  used  electricity,  passing  the  current  through  both 
ears,  and  on  March  25th  the  watch  could  be  heard  by  the  left 
ear  at  six  and  one-quarter  inches ;  right,  twelve  inches.  April 
1 2th,  left,  nine  and  one  quarter;  right,  seventeen  inches.  April 
2 1  the  patient  complained  of  soreness  in  external  ear  on  left 
side,  and  her  hearing  was  reduced  to  five  inches ;  right  side, 
eighteen  inches.  Stopped  electricity  one  week,  when  ear  com- 
menced to  improve,  and  I  began  to  use  ol.  gaultherise  as  above 
and  battery  every  other  day,  when  there  was  a  gradual  improve- 
xment  from  day  to  day.  May  26th,  she  hears  the  watch  in  the 
right  ear  at  twenty-seven  inches,  and  in  the  left  at  eight  inches. 
'  She  says  the  left  ear  has  been  poor  from  some  sickness  of  child- 
hood, but  there  is  no  perforation  of  membrane,  only  a  white 
metallic  lustre,  with  slight  contraction. 

Casb  III.,  April  8. — Child,  set.  8.  "Father  said  child  was  get- 
ting very  deaf ;  found  membrana  tympani  of  a  metallic  lustre, 
the  tonsils  very  much  enlarged,  with  nose  almost  entirely  occlu- 
ded ;  child  of  medium  health,  and  attending  school.  I  tested 
hearing  April  8th,  when  she  could  only  hear  the  tick  of  a  watch 
three  and  one  half  inches  with  right  ear  and  three  inches  with 
left.  I  then  began  the  use  of  the  galvanic  current,  and  on  April 
25th,  right,  three  and  three-quarters ;  left,  six  inches.  May  5th, 
right,  six;  left,  nine  inches.  May  T3th,  right,  twelve;  left, 
eighteen  inches.  May  i8th,  right,  twenty-eight ;  left,  twenty- 
four  inches.  On  May  ist  I  commenced  the  use  of  the  ol.  gaul- 
therise,  and  the  case  commenced  to  improve  at  once. 
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In  each  of  these  three  casjes  I  used  the  double  ear  electrodes, 
as  made  by  Mcintosh,  of  Chicago,  using  Mcintosh  battery, 
mild  current,  just  short  of  any  burning.  I  use  from  two  to  four 
cells,  ordinarily  three,  and  electrodes  as  near  of  a  length  as  I 
can  get  them,  and  use  negative  with  ear  electrodes,  and  positive 
on  the  mastoid  process,  for  five  minutes  on  each  side,  with  small 
sponges  in  both  ears. — Therapeutic  Gazette, 


Mcintosh  Oalvanio  and  Faradio  Battery  Company. 

The  M'Intosh  Galvanic  and  Faradic  Battery  Co.  deserve  es- 
pecial mention  for  their  fine  display  of  goods  and  the  wonderful 
improvement  they  have  made  in  electrical  goods  generally,  and 
especially  for  their  combined  solar  microscope  and  stereopticon. 
It  is  ah  instrument  that  every  school  and  college  in  the  country 
should  have.  At  the  exposition  in  New  Orleans  they  received 
first  medal  for  fine  displays  of  electrical  goods  and  first  medal 
for  their  combined  solar  microscope  and  stereopticon.  Dr.  L.  D. 
Mcintosh,  the  inventor,  deserves  g^eat  credit  for  arranging  and 
making  this  display,  because  he  met  in  competition  the  electrical 
inventions  of  Europe  and  America  and  took  the  first  medal. 


Oonorrhea. 

In  the  early  treatment  Prof.  Gross  condemns  the  use  of  injec- 
jections.  His  plan  is  as  follows :  If  possible,  put  the  patient 
to  bed ;  give  him  at  the  outset  a  purge,  by  administering  Epsom 
and  Rochelle  salts,  each  3ij,  in  lemon  syrup.  Allow  no  meat  or 
any  stimulating  articles  of  diet,  etc.  Malt  liquors  do  more  harm 
than  alcoholic,  so  interdict  both.  No  tea  or  coffee,  but  give  him 
milk,  eggs  and  some  oysters,  etc.  Three  times  daily  he  is  to 
hold  the  penis  in  a  cup  of  hot  water — quite  hot.  Keep  the 
organ  there  for  five  minutes  at  a  time,  then  wipe  it  gently  each 
time. 

The  internal  treatment  will  be  by  the  ^'antimonial  and  saline 
mixture":  B.  Antimonii  et  potassii  tartrat.,  gr.  ^;  magnesii 
sulphatis,  Bij. ;  morphinae  sulphatis,  gr.  f^;  tinct.  aconiti  radi- 
cis,  gtt.  j. ;  liquor  potasii  citrat,  f  3  ss. ;  olei  limonis,  gtt.  ss. ; 
elixir  simplicis,  f  3  ss.  M.  Sig.  Ter  die.  By  this  treatment 
the  urine  will  be  rendered  bland  and  unirritating.     Should  the 
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urine  persist  in  "scalding,*'  then  add  to  the  above  prescription 
gtt.  X  tinct.  cannabis  indicae.  To  prevent  or  cure  chordee,  order 
at  night  a  suppository  of:  B.  Extract,  opii,  camphors,  aa 
gr.  iij. 

In  the  course  of  four  or  five  days  the  discharge  from  the  ure* 
thra  will  look  more  like  laudable  pus ;  then  order  an  injection : 
B.  Hydrargyri  chloridii  corrosivi,  gr.  ij. ;  aquae  destillat,  O  j. 
Sig.  With  a  syringe  that  holds  an  ounce,  inject  into  the  urethra 
— having  first  "flushed"  the  canal  several  times  by  voiding 
urine — and  retain  the  fluid  for  five  minutes. 

Internally,  a  useful  combination  is  that  used  at  the  ont-door 
department  at  the  hospital,  and  consisting  of:  B.  Cubebae, 
Sij. ;  alum,  pulv.,  3j.  M.  Sig.  Of  this  take  a  heaping  tea- 
spoonful  in  a  tumbler  of  water  ter  die ;  the  dose  to  be  increased. 

Should  the  discharge  still  persist  use  an  injection  of:  B. 
Liquor,  plumbi  subacetatis,  f  3j. ;  aquae,  f  Jx.  M.  Or — B. 
Plumbii  acetatis,  gr.  ij. ;  zinci  sulphat.,  gr.  iij. ;  aquae,  f  Sj*  M. 
Or  — J  B.  Acidi  tannici,  gr.  ij. ;  aquae,  f  Sj.  M.  —  CoL  and 
Clin.  Record. 


The  Therapeutic  Value  of  Resoroine. 

In  an  interesting  paper,  read  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Pattee  before 
the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  (yourn. 
of  American  Medical  Association^  May  9,  1885^,  he  states  that 
he  has  used  resorcine  extensively  in  various  forms  of  gastric  dis- 
turbances, such  as  in  eructations  of  gas  due  to  food  lying  in  the 
stomach,  and  not  acted  upon  by  the  gastric  juice,  in  pain  and 
vomiting  from  the  same  cause,  and  in  gastric  dilatation.  In 
ulcer  of  the  stomach  it  is  a  most  eflicient  remedy,  and  agreeable 
to  the  patient.  The  stomach  may  be  washed  out  with  a  five  per 
cent,  solution,  or  if  the  patient  emphatically  objects  to  this  un- 
pleasant operation,  or  other  conditions  do  not  favor  the  intro- 
duction of  the  tube,  quite  as  good  results  may  be  accomplished 
by  first  cleansing  the  stomach  and  bowels  with  a  saline  cathartic, 
and  then  administering  5  grains  of  resorcine  in  an  ounce  of 
water  every  hour  until  six  doses  have  been  taken. 

In  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  and  in  the  chronic  gastric  catarrh  of 
drunkards,  resorcine  is  excellent ;  it  breaks  up  the  thick  tena- 
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cious  mass  which  coats  the  mucous  membranes.  In  chronic 
intestinal  catarrh  it  cures  by  preventing  the  fermentation  of  food, 
if  taken  in  •  doses  of  five  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water  before 
meals ;  also  in  flatulence  of  the  bowels  from  the  same  cause. 

It  will  prove  a  most  satisfactory  remedy  in  the  abdominal 
pains  and  feverish  condition  of  children,  resulting  from  improper 
food,  and  also  in  acute  and  chronic  diarrhoea  of  children.  Its 
lack  of  irritant  qualities,  no  less  than  its  antifermentative  prop- 
erties, gives  it  a  specific  value.  It  is  equally  serviceable  in  the 
diarrhoea  of  adult  life. 

In  whooping-cough  it  will  at  once  arrest  the  paroxysms  of 
coughing,  if  a  fifty  per  cent,  solution  is  sprayed  upon  the  larynx ; 
and  if  this  application  is  kept  up  every  two  hours  it  will  remove 
it  altogether. 

The  action  of  resorcine  as  a  local  application  to  the  mucous 
membranes  is  by  no  means  enhanced  by  using  it  strong  enough 
to  produce  vesication.  Dr  Pattee  has  found  a  fifty  per  cent, 
solution  to  do  much  better  in  ulcerated  sore  throat  than  the  crys- 
tals; and  sometimes,  where  there  is  great  tenderness  of  the 
parts,  the  substitution  of  glycerin  in  the  place  of  water  is  still 
better. 

Resorcine  is  a  very  good  remedy  in  acute  tonsilitis,  in  eczema 
of  the  throat,  and  in  catarrhal  irritation  of  the  fauces.  Dr. 
Pattee  states  that  he  knows  of  nothing  better  to  remove  the 
mucus  which  coats  the  membrane  of  the  throat  in  catarrhal  con- 
ditions than  a  one  per  cent,  solution  used  as  a  gargle ;  and  in 
diphtheria,  as  a  local  application  to  the  diphtheritic  membrane 
and  surrounding  parts,  it  is  invaluable,  the  strength  to  be  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  in  glycerin.  This  is  the  most  eligi- 
ble application,  and  should  be  repeated  every  hour ;  at  the  same 
time,  let  the  patient  take  gr.  xxx.  to  Ix.  during  the  twenty-four 
hours. 

In  varicose  ulcers  this  may  be  used  with  the  glycerin  plasma — 
one  to  eight.  Carbuncles  and  boils  may  also  be  treated  in  this 
manner. 

Dr.  Pattee  has  had  good  success  in  treating  bubo  with  this 
remedy,  by  injecting  a  five  per  cent,  solution  into  the  abscess, 
and  applying  the  plasma  externally.     Chancroids   heal   more 
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readily  under  the  action  of  resorcine  than  any  other  remedy  that 
he  has  ever  used. 

In  ulcers  of  the  cervix  uteri,  in  chronic  endometritis  and  in 
uterine  catarrh  a  fifty  per  cent,  solution  should  be  applied  to  the 
mucous  lining  of  the  uterine  cavity,  on  the  cotton-wrapped 
probe.  It  is  quite  as  useful  in  acute  vaginitis,  and  in  gonorrhoea 
and  inflammation  of  the  urethra  in  both  sexes.  Pressed  up  into 
the  vagina  in  the  plasma  form,  it  vi^ill  quickly  arrest  severe 
vaginal  leucorrhosa  or  gonorrhcBal  discharge. 

In  obstetrical  cases  the  puerperal  symptoms  can  be  arrested 
by  the  internal  and  local  use  of  resorcine.  Introduced  into  the 
vagina  after  parturition,  its  antiseptic  action  on  the  lochial  dis- 
charge renders  it  harmless  if  absorbed  into  the  system. 

In  hemorrhoids  and  fistula,  and  in  abscess  of  the  rectum,  it  is 
very  useful.  The  abscess  and  internal  hemorrhoids  may  be 
treated  with  resorcine  in  the  suppository  form,  a  manner  thor- 
oughly appreciated  by  all  who  have  had  much  experience  with 
daily  local  applications. 

In  some  forms  of  skin-disease  he  has  found  it  quite  beneficial, 
especially  in  those  which  have  much  redness  and  burning  as 
their  characteristic  symptoms,  as  acne  rosacea  and  soms  forms 
of  eczema.  It  may  be  used  as  a  lotion,  made  up  of  five  parts 
of  resorcine  to  two  parts  each  of  glycerin  and  water.  He  has 
succeeded  with  this  preparation  after  arsenic,  sulphur,  and  all 
the  other  well-known  remedies  had  failed. 

Resorcine  may  sometimes  be  used  upon  the  skin  more  advan- 
tageously in  an  ointment  made  up  with  vaseline  or  simple  cerate, 
thirty  grains  to  the  ounce.  In  making  this  ointment,  it  is  very 
important  that  a  little  water  be  added  to  the  resorcine,  so  that  it 
may  be  broken  into  a  plastic  mass,  forming  a  soft,  unctuous 
compound.  This  will  be  found  a  nice  thing  for  burns,  cuts  and 
bruises,  where  suppuration  is  threatened  or  has  already  appeared. 


Speciflo  Medication  for  Whooping-Congh. 

Dr.  C.  R.  lUingworth  writes,  in  the  Lancet:  *'  I  have  found 
a  popular  remedy  very  efficacious  in  the  treatment  of  whooping- 
cough.  I  refer  to  picked  oakum,  worn  by  the  patient  either 
round  the  neck  in  muslin  or  on  the  chest  as  a  pad  stitched  to  the 
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underclothing.  Locally  I  apply  the  glycerine  of  tannic  acid 
with  a  laryngeal  brush  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  internally 
I  prescribe  one-,  two-  or  three-grain  doses  of  chloral,  one,  two 
or  three  minims  of  belladonna,  one  grain  of  alum,  and  one 
minim  of  carbolic  acid,  in  syrup,  every  two  or  three  hours.  A 
liniment  of  turpentine,  acetic  acid  and  yolk  of  egg  is  an  excel- 
lent application  for  the  chest,  back  and  neck,  night  and  morning, 
with  he  liniment  of  belladonna  added  in  proportion  of  i  to  7, 
In  children  t<vo  years  or  more,  I  have  applied  carbolic  acid  and 
glycerine,  in  the  proportion  of  i  to  15,  to  the  larynx  with  suc- 
cess, each  application  checking  a  paroxysm  at  once.  With  the 
above-mentioned  treatment  I  cure  the  worst  case  in  from  seven 
to  ten  days." 

Taginismns  Bxtraordinary. 

Dr.  F.  Y.  Davis,  ex-United  States  Army,  relates  the  follow- 
ing case  in  the  Medical  News: 

While  practicing  in  Pentonville,  England,  he  was  called  about 
midnight  to  see  a  case  quite  unique.  The  gentleman  calling 
him  said  that  about  bedtime,  as  he  went  into  the  back  kitchen  to 
see  if  the  house  was  shut  up,  he  was  attracted  by  a  noise  in  the 
coachman's  room.  On  going  there,  he  found  the  coachman  in 
bed  with  one  of  the  maid's.  She  screamed,  he  struggled,  and 
they  rolled  out  of  bed  together  and  made  frantic  efforts  to  get 
apart,  but  without  success.  He  was  a  big,  burly  fellow,  over 
six  feet  high,  and  she  was  a  small  woman  of  not  more  than 
ninety  pounds.  She  was  moaning  and  screaming,  and  seemed 
in  great  agony,  so  that  after  severaf  fruitless  attempts  to  get 
them  apart  the  doctor  was  sent  for.  When  he  arrived,  the  man 
was  standing  up  supporting  the  woman  in  his  arms,  the  penis 
being  locked  in  her  vagina.  After  trying  to  liberate  the  organ 
with  water  and  ice,  and  failing,  chloroform  was  administered. 
A  few  whiffs  of  this  put  the  woman  to  sleep,  and  released  the 
penis.  This  was  swollen,  livid  and  very  sore,  and  was  in  a 
state  of  semi-erection,  which  did  not  go  down  for  several  hours, 
and  for  days  the  prgan  was  very  painful.  It  must  have  been 
that  there  was  a  spasm  of  the  sphincter  at  the  orifice  of  the 
vagina,  which  nipped  the  penis  and  prevented  the  outflow  of 
blood  from  the  organ. 
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Bleetro-Medioal  Apparatasef . 

Electrical  appliances  are  now  recognized  as  indispensable  to  a 
physician's  outfit.  A  good  battery,  if  used  with  care,  lasts 
many  years  and  is  a  source  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  its  possessor. 
A  poor  battery  is  usually  out  of  order  when  needed,  and  too 
often  is  a  source  of  deepest  mortification.  Those  requiring  any- 
thing in  this  line  should  consult  the  Jerome  Kidder  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  820  Broadway,  New  York.  Take  nothing  but 
first-class  goods. — Leonards*  Illustrated  yourndl^  Jan.,  1885, 


Cocaine  in  the  Treatment  of  Inflamed  Hippies. 

The  limits  of  usefulness  of  cocaine  do  not  yet  seem  to  have 
been  reached.  The  sphere  of  its  therapeutic  activity  is,  on  the 
contrary,  constantly  increasing.  One  of  the  peculiar  features  of 
the  remedy  is  the  promptness  and  constancy  of  its  action.  Its 
latest  employment  is  that  advanced  by  Unna  in  the  treatment  of 
inflamed  nipples,  in  which  affection,  he  holds,  it  has  no  rival  in 
almost  marvellously  removing  both  pain  and  soreness.  Every 
physician  knows  how  troublesome  and  difficult  it  is-  to  cure  a  fis- 
sured nipple  if  a  baby  is  nursing  on  it.  To  afford  prompt  relief, 
even  while  the  child  nurses,  has  not  been  hitherto  accomplished. 
Cocaine  is  said  to  have  succeeded  in  all  cases  tried  by  Unna  and 
others.  The  nipple  is  to  be  brushed  every  ten  minutes,  in  the 
intervals  of  nursing,  by  a  weak  solution  (one-half  to  one  per 
cent. )  of  the  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine.  Within  one  or  two  days 
the  fissure  will  have  healed  completely,  and  all  pain,  conse- 
quently, will  have  disappeared.  The  bitter  taste  of  the  drug 
does  not  prevent  the  chilrffrom  nursing,  nor  is  there  any  danger 
of  its  absorption  and  consequent  untoward  effects  in  the  child. 
It  would  even,  possibly,  benefit  the  child  when  irritable  and 
restless. —  Wiener  Med.   Wochenschrift^  March  12,  1885. 


Food  for  Infants. 

Mellin's  Food  is  a  dry  powder  made  from  wheat  and  malted 
barley.  By  a  careful,  scientific  process  the  indigestible  portions 
of  the  g^ain  are  extracted,  and  the  entire  starqh  property  is  con- 
verted into  dextrine  and  g^ape-sugar  by  the  action  of  the  malt 
diastase.  Thus  the  greater  part  of  the  work  of  digestion  is  per- 
formed before  the  Food  reaches  tbe  stomach. 


EDITORIAL. 


Xanias  Medical  Law. 

In  the  June  issue  of  this  journal  we  published  what  purported 
to  be  the  Medical  Law  of  Kansas,  but  we  have  since  learned 
that  Sections  8  and  9,  as  we  published  them,  were  never  passed 
by  the  Legislature.  We  are  exceedingly  sorry  that  such  a  blun- 
der was  committed,  but  we  hope  this  item  will  be  a  sufficient 
correction  of  what  we  published. 

Oive  iu  Patients  tliat  are  Bistingnisfied. 

General  Grant  at  this  writing,  July  20th,  still  continues  to 
suffer  from  his  cancerous  ailment.  He  has  lost  his  speech,  and 
is  now  occupying  a  cottage  home,  offered  by  one  of  his  friends, 
at  Mt.  McGregor,  near  Saratoga.  His  medical  expenses  have 
now  exceeded  $110,000,  a  fact  that  shows  how  doctors  can 
measure  their  bills  by  the  fame  of  the  patient.  A  number  of 
opulent  admirers  have  undertaken  the  payment  of  these  bills,  « 
on  the  ground  that  the  General's  financial  condition  could  bear 
no  such  strain. 

How  I  wish  some  of  my  patients  were  distin^ished !  I  was 
called,  not  long  since,  to*  see  a  little  infant,  not  known  in  the 
world,  except  by  the  midwife  and  the  members  of  its  own  house- 
hold, and  these  had  their  first  introduction  but  a  few  hours  be- 
fore my  visit.  On  account  of  its  much  crying,  the  midwife  had 
given  the  babe  a  teaspoonful  of  paregoric,  and  I  found  it  blue 
and  almost  breathless.  No  opportunity  was  afforded  to  get  it 
to  swallow  an  antidote.  I  saturated  cloths  with  whisky  and  coffee, 
and  wrapped  the  little  infant  in  these,  and  in  the  course  of 
twenty-four  hours  and  a  number  of  visits  the  child  revived. 

On  presenting  my  bill  for  services,  payment  was  refused,  and 
I  got  not  a  cent.  The  mother  expressed  surprise  at  my  present- 
ing a  bill  for  a  small  baby  like  that.  '^  And  fath,"  said  she, 
*^  the  baby  has  niver  earned  a  cint,  and  you  niver  gave  it  a  drap 
of  anything."" 

Give  us  patients  that  are  distinguished.  Y. 
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The  Iowa  State  Eclectics. 

The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Iowa  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  assembled  at  Grinnell,  in  Stewart's  Hall,  at 
2  o'clock  p.  M.,  Wednesday,  June  3rd,  1885.  The  President,  A. 
C.  Sherwood,  M.  D.,  presided,  and  welcomed  the  members 
of    the  society. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer  by  Rev.  English.  An  ad- 
dress of  welcome  was  then  delivered  by  ex-Mayor  H.  G.  Little, 
who  paid  a  grateful  tribute  to  the  medical  profession,  and  wel- 
corned  the  society  to  the  city  of  Grinnell  and  its  hospitalities, 
which  was  ably  responded  to  in  behalf  of  the  society  by  Dr.  O. 
P.  H.  Shoemaker.  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  J:  A. 
McKlveen  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern.  The  President 
appointed  the  following  Conimittee  on  Credentials:  E.  D. 
Wiley,  of  Des  Moines,  J.  H.  Wiley,  Oskaloosa,  and  E.  H. 
Harris,  of  Grinnell. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  for  membership:  Wm.  C.  Buell,  M.  D.,  Des 
Moines;  J.  B.  Homer,  M.  D.,  Davis  City,  la.;  and  A.  M. 
Gow,  Martinsburg,  la.  On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted  and 
the  applicants  elected. 

The  Association  assembled  in  the  evening  to  listen  to  an  ad- 
dress by  Dr.  Magoun  and  an  original  poem  by  Miss  Rena  Clark. 
A  fair  audience  was  present.  The'  exercises  were  opened  at  S 
p.  M.  with  a  quartette  by  Profs.  Tom  Ward  and  Willard  Kim- 
ball and  Messrs.  A.  L.  Child  and  J.  C.  Walker.  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful selection,  and  was  well  received.  The  President,  Dr. 
Sherwood,  then  introduced  Dr.  Magoun,  who  addressed  the 
Association  for  about  half  an  honr  in'  his  usual  interesting 
manner. 

After  the  exercises  closed  in  the  hall,  the  doctors  and  many 
citizens  repaired  to  the  residence  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Harris,  where  a 
brilliant  reception  was  given  by  the  doctor  and  his  amiable 
wife.  After  a  half  hour  or  more  spent  in  introductions  and 
social  chat,  Mrs.  Etta  Holyoke  sang  a  beautiful  aolo,  the 
piano  accompaniment  being  played  by  Mrs.  Christian.  Dr.  J. 
A.  McKlveen,  of  Chariton,  then  addressed  the  company. 

The  election  of  officers  by  ballot  resulted  as  follows :    Presi- 
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dent,  E.  H.  Harris,  M.  D, ;  Vice-President,  N.  L,  Van  Sandt, 
M.  D. ;  Treasurer,  J.  L.  McKlveen,  M.  D. ;  Recording  Secre- 
tary, E.  D.  Wiley,  M.  D.  Coiresponding  Secretary,  J.  H. 
Wiley,  M.  D.  Drs.  Bennett,  Read  and  Harris  were  appointed 
a  Committee  on  Bureaus. 

Committees  on  Bureaus,  as  appointed:  Anatomy,  A.  P. 
Edgar;  Physiology,  A.  W.  Moxley;  Surgery,  E.D.Wiley; 
Eye  and  Ear,  O.  H.  P.  Shoemaker;  Throat  and  Lung,  H.  O. 
Conoway ;  Nervous  Diseases,  J.  A.  Reed ;  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren, B.  T.  Gadd;  Theory  and  Practice,  Van  Lackum;  Gyne- 
cology, J.  L.  Bennett;  Skin  Diseases,  McKlveen;  Ob»tetric», 
N.  L.  Van  Zandt ;  Medical  Jurisprudence,  J.  W.  Wiley ;  Mate- 
ria Medica,  W.  H.  Carter. 

After  the  installation  of  officers  elected,  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  five  men,  was  appointed  on  Medical  Legislation,  also  a 
Committee  on  Finance  The  Society  passed  resolutions  exprens- 
ing  thanks  to  the  professors  of  Iowa  College,  and  Prof.  Parker 
in  particular,  for  the  interesting  way  in  which  the  membera 
were  entertained  when  visiting  the  museum,  library  and  other 
departments  in  the  college ;  also  a  vote  of  thanka  to  the  hotels 
entertaining  delegates,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  E.  H«  Har- 
ris and  his  estimable  lady  for  the  entertainment  at  his  boose ; 
also  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  press.  Adjourned,  to  meet  next 
year  at  Des  Moines. 
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We  call  the  attention  of  physicians  and  nothers  to  tiie  zA>/t:f' 
tisemcnt  of  the  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food  for  infants^  pre^rt^l  hy 
the  Ang^o-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Company  in  Cham*  Smiiz^ 
erland,  and  sc^d  in  this  country  by  Messrs.  Thorber  tc  Co.  Tee 
proper  feeding  of  infants  is  a  sobject  that  has  always  taxed  the 
skill  and  loKywlcdge  oi  proiemioiud  men,  and  experience  has  at 
last  shown  that  condensed  milk  b  more  extenstrely  o«ed  at 
present,  with  bappj  resohs,  than  any  ocber  tco^ititcte  P/r 
mothers'  milk.     Care   must,   bowerer,   be  taken  ;;;  i^%:Jb^  cx^^ 
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densed  milk,  as  there  is  danger  of  children  suffering  from  food 
too  rich  and  nutritive  for  proper  digestion  as  well  as  from  re- 
ceiving too  little  nourishment.  The  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food  is 
intended  to  take  the  place  of  condensed  milk,  whenever  the  use 
of  it  has  been  partially  or  fully  discontinued,  say  from  the  age 
of  four  months.  The  superiority  claimed  for  this  food  over  any 
other  farinaceous  food  is  that  the  former  is  so  prepared  that 
when  gradually  heated  with  water,  according  to  the  directions 
for  use,  the  starch  contained  in  the  material  used,  and  which  in 
its  individual  character  is  highly  detrimental  to  digestion,  is  con- 
verted in  a  satisfactory  degree  into  soluble  and  easily  digestible 
dextrine  and  sugar.  The  Company  do  not  claim  that  the  starch 
in  this  food  is  wholly  converted,  but  that  the  comparatively  small 
portion  remaining  has  been  so  deprived  of  its  individual  type  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  form  a  paste  from  the  Food  by  heating 
it  with  water.  The  analysis  of  the  Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food 
contains  5  to  6  per  cent,  of  moisture,  14  to  15  of  nitrogenous 
matter,  54  to  55  of  carbo-hydrates  soluble  in  water,  15  to  16  of 
carbo-hydrates  insoluble  in  water,  5  to  6  of  fat,  and  2  1-5  of 
ash. — From  Andrews^  American  ^ueen,  July  30,  188 1. 


Persistent  BpermatorrhoBa. 

Mr.  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  aged  30,  married  several  years 
without  issue  owing  to  his  persistent  spermatorrhoea,  which  in- 
capacitated the  full  act  of  copulation  and  deteriorated  the  vitality 
of  his  semen.  Upon  presentation  I  found  that  his  urethra  along 
the  whole  canal  was  very  irritable,  particularly  so  along  the 
prostatic  portion ;  that  the  organ  was  continually  weeping  sper- 
matic and  prostatic  fluids,  and  that  he  suffered  ejection  during 
the  slightest  irritation,  mentally  or  physically ;  and  that  he  was 
melancholy  and  foreboding,  and  his  skin  was  cold,  clammy  and 
sallow.  His  general  health  was  very  much  broken.  He  had 
married  with  the  hope  of  beneflting  these  unhappy  symptoms, 
but  this  was  a  great  mistake — one  that  is  made  by  many  laboring 
under  like  conditions.  Instead  of  marriage,  such  parties  should 
seek  as  a  remedy  the  advice  and  treatment  of  the  intelligent, 
scientific  physician— one  honest  and  reliable,  making  these  cases 
a  special  study.     Unfortunately  for  the  community,  the  adver- 
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tising  quacks  have  had  the  majority  of  these  delicate  and  all- 
important  cases  as  their  greatest  source  of  revenue. 

Upon  passing  the  sound,  I  found  the  urethra  very  tender,  with 
a  spasnaodic  stricture  located  at  or  near  the  prostatic  gland. 
The  passage  of  the  sound  was  continued  twice  a  day,  to  dilate 
the  urethra  and  to  lessen  its  irritability.  During  the  emission  of 
semen,  and  just  previous  to  that  act,  he  observed  a  peculiar  sen- 
sation or  warning  similar  to  the  aura .  of  epilepsy.  Hence  I 
placed  him  upon  the  bromides  and  atropine  at  night,  and  ad- 
ministered the  nitro-glycerine  pills  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s,  i-5oth 
grain  each)— one  three  times  a  day — and  ordered  warm  baths 
and  careful  diet.  The  effect  of  this  treatment  was  to  arrest  his 
trouble  and  gradually  to  restore  him  to  physical  and  mental 
health.  After  this  treatment  had  been  continued  for  several 
months,  I  placed  him  upon  tonic  treatment,  consisting  of  th'e 
fluid  extract  of  damiana,  belladonna,  nux  vomica  and  tincture 
of  cinchona,  with  occasional  applications  of  electricity  to  the 
spine.  This,  together  with  a  select  diet,  added  greatly  to  his 
vigor  and  procreative  powers.  All  unnatural  discharges  have 
long  since  ceased,  with  a  fair  promise  of  his  being  blessed  with 
offspring — his  wife  being  several  months  advanced  in  pregnancy. 

The  number  of  such  cases  throughout  the  land  is  legion,  and 
ever  will  be  until  our  communities  are  taught  to  value  scientific 
and  special  treatment. — J.  J.  Caldwell^  M.  D. 


Missouri  Board  of  Pharmacy. 

The  State  Board  of  Pharmacy  met  in  Jefferson  City  July  6, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  applicants  for  druggists'  certifi- 
cates.    Dr.    Alexander,   of   St.  Louis,  and  P.  N.  Franklin,  of 
Marshall,  were  present.     W.  F.  Ford,  of  Kansas  City,  was  ab- 
sent.    Of  the  twenty-nine  applicants  examined,  fifteen  passed. 
The    successful  were:    C.  E.  Wilson,  of  Lexington;    W.  H. 
Larue,    of    Holt;    L.  A.  Engle,  Hamilton;   Jacob  Wey,  St. 
Louis;  Julius  Kifer,  St.  Louis;  Frank  Dolan,  Miami:  T.  W. 
Morton,  Filley;    B.N.Nash,  Waco;   F.  M.Nash,  Meriden ; 
L.  C.  Stalle,  E.  C.  Jones  and  A.  Conway,  Kansas  City;  W. 
Miffle,  Liberty ;  C.  F.  Mitchell,  Fichle.     The  board  adjourned 
to  meet  at  St.  Louis  the  first  Monday  in  October. 
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Hor8ford*B  Acid  Phosphate  in  Vervons  Headache. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Morris,  Horine  Station,  Mo.,  says:  "I  have  made 
a  satisfactory  test  of  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  in  a  pro- 
nounced case  of  nervous  headache,  and  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
result  was  more  than  was  expected.  I  believe  the  cure  is  per- 
manent. It  is  not  my  custom  to  endorse  any  compound  that  is 
not  officinal,  but  I  believe  the  Phosphate  is  a  thing  of  real 
merit,  and  that  it  is  valuable  in  all  cases  where  nerve  tonics  are 
indicated." 


A  New  Method  of  Giving  a  Bath  in  Typhoid  Feyer.— By  H.  C. 
Wood,  M.  D. 

As  is  well  known,  the  great  difficulty  in  the  use  of  the  bath  in 
fevers  is  the  trouble  which  is  involved  in  moving  the  patient  in 
and  out  of.  the  bath-tub.     The  following  simple  device  will  in 
great  part  remedy  this   trouble,  and  also  save  the  necessity  of 
providing  a  portable  bath-tub.     The  canvas  of  an  ordinary  bed- 
cot  is  to  be  made  three  or  four  inches  wider  than  it  is  ordinarily 
arranged,  and  a  broad  board  nailed  at  each  end  so  as  to  hold  the 
cot  permanently  open  and  project  above  it  several  inches  in  the 
form  of  a  head-  or  foot-board.    This  cot  is  then  arranged  along- 
side of  the  bed  of  the  patient,  so  as  to  be  on  a  level  with  the  bed 
and  at  the  same  time  firm.     Over  it  is  spread  an  india-rubber 
cloth  sufficiently  large  to  cover  it  entirely,  and  to  fall  above  and 
below  over  the  head-  and  foot-board.     The  patient,  wrapped  in 
a  sheet,  is  then  slipped  on  to  the  cot ;  of  course  the  canvas  sags 
down,  and  when  water  is  poured  over  the  sheet  the  man  lies 
half  immersed  in  a  pool.     If  the  attendant  is  provided  with  two 
tubs,  one  containing  water  and  one  empty,  and  also  with  a  larg^e 
bathing-sponge,  the  water  in  this  pool,  heated  by  the  body,  can 
be   removed  by  means  of    the   sponge,  and  fresh   cold  water 
soused  over  the  body  enveloped  in  the  sheet.     In  this  way,  the 
water  lying  continually  between  the  sheet  and  the  body,  as  well 
as  saturating  the  sheet,  so  envelopes  the  person  that  the  effect  of 
a  cold  bath  can  be  achieved,  and  I  have  seen  very  rapid  reduc- 
tion of  obstinate  high  temperatures.    If  the  bed  upon  which  the 
patient  lies  be  a  very  wide  one,  instead  of  a  cot  being  used   the 
matress  can  be  so  arranged  on  one  side  as  to  sag  down  suffi- 
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ciently  to  form  a  hollow  for  the  pool,  and  in  this  way  the  bath 
be  given. 

I  notice  that  Stephan,  of  St.  Petersburg,  affirms  that  the 
application  of  ice-bags  over  the  super-clavicular  regions  is  suffi- 
cient to  control  the  temperature  in  fever,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  cold  is  brought  into  close  contact  with  much  of  the  blood  of 
the  body  by  the  large  superficial  veins  of  the  neck.  I  have  had 
no  experience,  however,  of  this  method  of  reducing  tempera- 
ture, but  it  is  worthy  of  a  trial ;  especially  as  it  seems  to  be  * 
safer  to  reduce  temperature  in  low  fever  by  external  cold  than 
by  our  present  known  depressant  anti-pyretic  drugs. — Thcra- 
fcuttc  Gazette. 


:*■  Electro-Medical  Apparatus. 

These  celebrated  batteries  continue  to  maintain  the  superior- 
ity gained  some  years  ago.  Now  that  electricity  is  recognized 
to  be  an  important  therapeutic  agent,  a  physician  is  not  fully 
equipped  to  manage  a  large  practice  without  understanding  the 
use  of  this  potent  remedy.  In  order  to  make  use  of  electricity 
successfully,  the  first  essential  is  a  reliable  apparatus.  Jerome 
Kidder's  batteries  meet  this  requirement  fully.  Physicians  con- 
templating the  purchase  of  such  an  instrument  should  corre- 
spond with  the  manufacturets,  820  Broadway,  New  York. — 
Medical  Advocate, 


Antidote. 

It  has  been  discovered,  by  experiments  with  dogs  placed  under 
the  influence  of  morphia  even  to  coma,  that  the  hypodermic 
injection  of  solution  of  theine  is  an  almost  instantaneous  anti- 
dote, neutralizing  the  effect  of  the  narcotic  and  reviving  the  ani- 
mal after  the  action  of  the  heart  has  become  imperceptible. 
Caffeine  possesses  similar  properties,  but  is  less  immediate  in 
its  operation. — Louisville  Med.  News. 


Snails. 

Snails  are  just  now  attracting  to  themselves  more  of  the  pub- 
lic attention  than  they  will  perhaps  appreciate.  Mr.  Vincent 
Holt,  in   his   unappetising  brochure^  "Why  not  eat  insects  ?  " 
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strongly  recommends  the  common  garden  snail  as  a  diet  for  the 
rural  poor,  gives  two  recipes  for  cobking  them,  and  finds  it  im- 
possible  ^Ho  attempt  to  describe  their  delicate  taste."  And  a 
country  clergyman,  not  to  be  beaten,  writes  to  the  papers  to 
recommend  the  same  * 'insect"  as  '*an  infallible  cure  for  skin 
diseases."  The  evidence  on  which  he  founds  this  rather  auda- 
cious  generalization  is  that  while  walking  one  evening  in  his 
garden,  suffering  from  an  eczema  from  which  he  could  get  no 
relief — (Where  was  his  doctor,  and  why  was  he  allowed  to  be 
walking  about?) — he  tried  a  snail  as  a  local  application,  got  im- 
mediate relief,  and  was  cured  in  a  few  days.  Some  friends,  who 
tried  it  for  the  same  complaint  were  equally  successful,  and  from 
that  to  ' 'infallible  for  skin  diseases"  in  general  is  an  easy  transi- 
tion. Another  gentleman  writes  to  recommend  the  same  appli- 
cation for  warts.  Evidently  we  shall  have  to  re-open  our  Phar- 
macopoeia.— Med.  Times. 


Corrosive  Sublimate  in  Venereal  Warts. 

A  correspondent  writes  to  us  that  having  been  advised  to  ap- 
ply a  solution  of  one  grain  to  the  ounce  of  corrosive  sublimate 
to  a  case  of  venereal  warts  which  came  under  his  care,  he  found 
after  the  application,  through  a  mistake,  a  solution  of  ten  grains 
to  the  ounce  was  applied.  The  result  was  so  satisfactory  that 
he  determined  to  still  further  increase  the  strength,  and  on  his 
next  case  he  made  the  solution  of  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce 
with  excellent  results.  He  has  never  witnessed  the  slightest 
symptoms  of  .mercurial  poisoning  from  this  treatment,  and  does 
not  believe  that  the  application  of  corrosive  sublimate  in  this 
strength  is  liable  to  be  followed  by  absorption. — Med.  Age. 

For  Rhenmatism. 

I  send  you  the  following  prescription  for  the  relief  of  rheuma- 
tism. I  find  I  get  much  better  results  with  the  gentian  added 
than  I  do  with  the  iodide  and  colchicum  alone.  Why,  I  cannot 
explain.  B.  Vin.  colchicum  sem.,  ^ss. ;  tincture  of  gentian 
CO.,  ^iiss. ;  pot.  iodide,  5ij.  Mix.  '  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three 
times  a  day  in  a  wineglassful  of  water. — H.  K.  Lines,  M.  D., 
in  N.  E.  Med.  Monthly. 
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Laotopeptine. 

We  have  used  this  article  for  some  time  in  cases  of  indiges- 
tion, and  can  recoiymend  it  as  a  valuable  remedy.  Containing 
the  firm  active  agents  which  are  concerned  in  the  process  of  di- 
gestion, it  cannot  fail  to  aid  the  system  in  preparing  the  food  for 
assimilation.  It  is  an  invaluable  remedy  in  the  Summer  Diar- 
rhoea of  children.  Owing  to  its  great  impairment  of  the  vital 
forces,  and  feeble  powers  of  the  digestive  tract,  food  frequently 
irritates  and  increases  the  difficulty.  For  such  cases  we  learn  of 
no  agent  in  the  Materia  Medica  as  reliable  as  Lactopeptine. — 
CaL  Med*  yournaL 

Treatment  of  Earache. 

M.  Moure  (  your,  de  Med.  de  Bordeaux^  your,  de  Med.  et 
de  CA/r.)  uses  habitually  a  combination  of  atropia  with  mor- 
phia to  quiet  the  pains  of  earache,  giving  relief  to  otalgia  and  to 
cases  of  subacute  otitis  of  the  tympanum  and  of  the  Eustachian 
tube,  particularly  in  children.  He  prefers  a  solution  of  mor- 
phia to  instillations  of  oil,  laudanum  and  ether,  these  substances 
having  the  effect  of  producing  a  traumatic  meningitis  and  some- 
times graver  lesions.  He  prescribes :  Sulphate  of  atropia,  2  to 
5  centigrammes ;  chlorydrate  of  morphia,  5  centigrammes ;  neu- 
tral glycerine,  15  grammes,  on  cotton  wool  at  the  external  audi- 
tory meatus,  and,  when  necessary,  a  drop  or  two  by  instillation 
night  and  morning  into  the  auditory  canal.  This  will  relieve 
external  otitis  and  furunculous  otitis. — Med.  Herald. 


Galvano  cautery  in  Ocular  Therapeutics. 

At  the  late  congress  of  ophthalmologists  held  in  Copenhagen, 
M.  Nieden  considered  this  subject  in  detail.  He  observed  that 
the  galvano-cautery  was  adapted  to  the  diseases  affecting  the 
conjunctiva  and  the  cornea,  and  especially  to  those  in  which 
there  was  evidence  of  a  mycotic  origin,  such,  for  example,  as 
trachoma,  conjunctival  xerosis,  rodent  ulcer  of  the  cornea,  and 
scrofulous  marginal  ulcer.  In  such  cases  it  effects  complete  dis- 
infection, as  is  proved  by  the  clean  surface  of  the  base  of  the 
ulcer,  and  the  improved  tendency  to  heal  which  is  exhibited  im- 
mediately after  its  application,  the  aqueous  humour  at  the  same 
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time  becoming  clearer,  the  iris  dilating,  and  any  hypopyon  that 
may  be  present  undergoing  absorption.  It  may,  he  thinks,  in 
the  majority  of  cases  replace  the  operation  of  keratotomy,  and 
if  perforation  of  the  cornea  is  required,  the  incandescent  loop 
can  effect  the  opening  of  the  anterior  chamber  through  the  base 
of  the  ulcer  with  ease.  The  instrument  possesses  the  great  ad- 
vantage that  its  application  is  attended  with  very  little  pain,  that 
it  can  be  employed  without  an  anaesthetic,  without  a  speculum, 
and  without  assistance.  Out  of  eighty-three  ulcers  that  had 
presented  themselves  to  him  one  application  of  the  galvano- 
cautery  cured  eighty-two. —  Clinic  of  the  Month, 


Bromidia. 

Dr.  Isaac  N.  Danforth,  Professor  of  Pathology  and  Diseases 
of  the  Kidneys,  Woman's  Hospital  Medical  College,  President 
and  Prof.  Pathology,  Spring  Faculty,  Rush  Med.  College, 
Chicago,  111.,  says:  '*  I  have  used  Bromidia  many  times  in  my 
practice,  and  regard  it  as  a  remedy  of  peculiar  value  when  sucb 
a  combination  is  indicated." 


Alcoholic  Paralysis. 

Of  late  years,  the  paralysis  which  results  from  the  abuse  of 
alcohol  has  been  accurately- described  by  numerous  observers, 
and  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  discover  the  lesion  of  the  ner- 
vous system  which  is  associated  with  this  form  of  paralysis. 
Two  cases,  which  are  reported  by  Dr.  Henry  Hun,  of  Albany, 
in  the  American  yournal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  April, 
1885,  are  typical  examples  of  this  disease,  and  may  contribute 
to  a  better  understanding  of  it.  Dr.  Hun  has  also  collected  the 
recorded  cases  of  alcoholic  paralysis,  and  from  their  study  he 
holds  that  we  are  justified  in  regarding  it  as  a  special  form  of 
disease,  with  the  following  symptoms:  After  a  number  of  cere- 
bral and  gastric  disturbances,  due  to  the  alcoholic  poisoning,  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease  proper  commence  with  neuralgic  pains 
and  para^sthesisB  in  the  legs,  which  gradually  extend  to  the  up- 
per extremity,  and  which  are  accompanied  at  first  by  byperxs- 
thesia,  later  by  ansesthesia,  and  in  severe  cases  by  retardation  of 
the  conduction  of  pain.     Along  with  these   symptoms  appears 
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a  muscular  weakness,  which  steadily  increases  to  an  extreme  de- 
gree of  paralysis,  and  is  accompanied  by  rapid  atrophy,  and  by 
great  sensitiveness  of  the  muscles  to  pressure  and  to  passive 
motion.  Both  the  sensory  and  the  motor  disturbances  are  sym- 
metrically distributed,  and  the  paralysis  attacks  especially  the 
extensor  muscles.  In  addition  to  these  motor  and  sensory  symp- 
toms there  is  also  a  decided  degree  of  ataxia.  The  tendon 
reflexes  are  abolished,  and  vaso-motor  symptoms,  such  as  oede- 
ma, congestion,  etc.,  are  usually  present.  Symptoms  of  men- 
tal disturbance  are  always  present,  in  the  form  of  loss  of  mem- 
ory, and  in  transient  delirium.  The  lesion  is,  in  all  probability, 
a  degeneration  of  the  peripheral  nerve-fibres  and  of  the  nerve- 
cells  in  the  cerebral  cortex,  together  with  a  chronic  congestion 
or  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater.  This  lesion  explains  well  the 
symptoms,  although  it  is  certainly  curious  that  alcohol  should 
not  attack  the  spinal  cord,  but  only  the  highest  and  lowest  part 
of  the  nervous  system,  if  one  may  so  call  the  cortex  of  the  brain 
and  the  terminal  branches  of  the  peripheral  nerves. 


Tongaline. 

R.  C.  McCann,  M.  D.,  of  Benton,  Miss.,  states:  "I  have 
prescribed  Tongaline  with  great  success  in  the  treatment  of 
neuralgia,  arxd  have  never  found  any  remedy  equal  to  it  for  that 
trouble.  I  consider  it  a  valuable  addition  to  the  remedies  of  the 
Materia  Mejdica.  It  is  designed  to  meet  a  long  felt  desideratum, 
which  convinces  me  that  it  will  shortly  come  into  general  use.'* 

Impotenoy  Due  to  Exoewive  ITie  of  Tobaeeo. 

Mr.  M.,  aged  30,  married,  of  our  city,  was  referred  to  me 
one  year  ago  as  a  case  of  impotency.  I  found  him  a  hale, 
hearty  man,  well  developed  mentally  and  physically.  His  mus- 
cles were  hard  and  elastic,  and  he  was  a  great  walker.  He 
hardly  knew  what  it  was  to  suffer  fatigue.  All  of  his  organs 
were  well  developed,  especially  those  of  the  genito*arinary  or- 
gans. After  a  thorough  inquiry,  I  found  be  was  excessive  in 
the  use  of  tobacco,  chewing  and  smoking  to  an  alarming  extent, 
and  at  times  was  in  the  habit  of  using  alcoholic  spirits  too  freely, 
all  of  which  I  forbade.     I  ordered  for  him  a  moderate  diet  and 
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pills  of  damiana  and  nux  vomica,  also  the  daily  application  of 
the  Faradic  stimulus  to  the  cord  and  genito  urinary  appendages. 
He  was  to  abstain  from  all  genital  exercises.  He  continued 
under  treatment  for  several  months  with  most  excellent  results. 
Tobacco  and  whiskey  in  excess  are,  in  my  opinion,  a  frequent 
and  potent  inhibitor  of  the  sexual  act. — J.  J.  Caldwell^  M.  D. 


The  Use  of  Oinseiig  in  China. — ^Bv  J.  U.  Lloyd. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Kwong  Ki  Chin,  a  highly  edu- 
cated gentleman,  and  former  professor  of  the  Chinese  language 
in  Yale  College,  is  of  special  interest  on  account  of  its  relia- 
bility. It  was  written  to  us  in  i88r,  in  reply  to  our  inquiries  on 
the  subject: 

'*  The  Chinese  physicians  make  frequent  use  of  ginseng  root, 
particularly  in  Canton  Province,  but  do  not  regard  it  as  a  pana- 
cea. The  fact  and  occasions  of  its  use  are  quite  familiar  to  me 
from  my  having  studied  and  practiced  medicine  for  some  time 
in  China. 

^'  The  Chinese  ginseng  grows  in  but  few  localities,  is  very 
scarce,  and  commands  a  high  price — the  best  commanding  a 
hundred  times  its  weight  in  silver,  and  from  that  down  to  half 
its  weight,  according  to  the  locality  where  it  is  g^own.  The 
native  article  has  different  and  more  tonic  properties  than  the 
imported.  We  think  it  strengthens  the  breath  and  sometimes 
saves  life.  The  emperor  and  his  friends  consume  nearly  all  the 
high-priced  native  product. 

*'  Doubtless  the  medicinal  value  of  the  plant  is  exaggerated, 
and  the  popular  belief  in  its  virtues  heightened  by  the  example 
of  the  imperial  family  and  wealthy  persons  in  using  it. 

*  ^  That  imported  from  America  is  considered  to  have  cooling 
properties,  and  to  be  especially  useful  in  yellow  fever  and  in- 
flammation of  the  bladder.  It  is  also  given  for  tenderness  and 
enlargement  of  the  liver  and  whenever  the  urine  is  high  colored. 
It  is  also  considered  to  promote  the  discharge  of  urine.  Some- 
times persons  who  have  taken  liquor  to  excess  eat  a  little  of  it, 
with  benefit,  to  relieve  the  tipsy  feeling.  We  regard  it  as  oppo- 
site in  properties  to  ginger  root  and  cinnamon.  It  is  not  used 
for  incense." — Druggist  Circular. 
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Sitro-Olyeerina  in  Angina  Peotoris. 

Editor  Medical  World  i 

On  page  109  of  the  Medical  Worlds  Dr.  Charles  Bniil  asks 
if  anyone  has  had  experience  in  treating  angina  pectoris  with 
nitro-glycerine.  Yes,  I  have  treated  since  1880  seven  cases  suc- 
cessfully ;  not  with  nitro-glycerine  alone,  however. 

The  following  is  my  treatment  as  a  rule  during  the  paroxysm : 

B.  Glycerini,  ^ij. ;  Chloroformi^  gtt.  xl. ;  Morphiae  sulph.,  grs. 
ij.  M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  five  minutes  until  three  or  four 
teaspoonf uls  have  been  given ;  after  which  give  as  often  as  good 
judgment  may  dictate. 

At  the  same  time  pour  chloroform  on  a  piece  of  cotton  fabric, 
folded  several  times,  and  place  it  over  the  heart. 

After  the  first  attack  has  subsided,  commence  giving  the  nitro- 
glycerine. You  will  find  the  drug  made  into  pills  oi  -^  1^  ^ 
and  ji^  of  a  grain  each. 

I  use  generally  the  pill  containing  ^  of  a  grain,  and  give  one 
pill  three  times  a  day,  morning,  noon  and  night.  Thus  far  I 
have  lost.no  patients  with  this  course  of  treatment,  and  have  just 
got  through  with  a  very  severe  case.  I  have  never  seen  a  worse 
case. 

In  1879,  before  nitro-glycerine  had  ever,  to  my  knowledge, 
been  used  for  this  purpose,  I  lost  a  patient  with  this  terrific  dis- 
ease. F.  A.  Johnston,  M.  D., 

Portland,  Oregon,  155  S.  First  St. 

Ooeaine  in  Venereal  and  Syphilitic  Diiorden. 

The  experience  of  Bono  with  cocaine  in  affections  of  the  gen- 
ital system  (as  published  by  the  Gazz.  delle  Cliniche^  i.,  18S5) 
can  be  conveniently  epitomized  as  follows : 

1.  An  injection  of  a  few  drops  of  a  two  per  cent,  solution  of 
cocaine  removes  promptly  the  pains  felt  in  acute  gonorrhoea 
during  micturition  and  erection.  The  injection  has  to  remain  in 
the  urethra  for  at  least  five  minutes,  and  to  be  repeated  four  or 
five  times  daily.  * 

2.  This  cocaine  injection  is  unrivalled  in  rendering  caustic 
injections  or  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  painless. 

3.  The  burning  pains  of  blennorrhoea  yield   invariably  to 


382  Miscellaneous  Paragraphs. 

small  cotton  tampons  saturated  with  a  two  per  cent,  solution  of 
cocaine,  or  to  the  application  of  a  five  per  cent,  cocaine  oint- 
ment. 

4.  Cocaine  facilitates  the  examination  of  the  urethra  and 
bladder  with  the  bougie  and  the  endoscope. 

5.  It  allows  of  a  painless  cauterization  in  balanoprostatitis. 

6.  Pointed  condylomata^  can  be  painlessly  cauterized,  ex- 
cised, pr  scraped  out  with  its  aid. 

7.  In  cauterization  and  excision  of  primary  syphilitic  affec- 
tions, cocaine  evinced  very  desirable  analgesic  virtues  of  a  suffi- 
ciently long  duration. 

8.  Taken  internally  during  an  antisyphilitic  treatment, 
cocaine  did  not  present  any  appreciable  effects. 

9.  Its  local  effects  are  highly  beneficent  in  syphilitic  tonsilitis 
and  in  stomatitis  mercurialis  and  difficulties  of  deglutition. 

Bono  also  refers  to  its  analgesic  properties  in  acute  painful 
eczema,  pruritis  vulvae,  sore  npiples  and  burns. 

As  Bono's  observations  were  confirmed  by  Blumenfeld, 
Frankel,  Pick  and  Neisser  they  are  entitled  to  attention  and  con- 
fidence.— Therapeutic  Gazette. 


New  Obienrations  with  Cocaine. 

Rusconi,  of  Mailand,  recommends  the  injections  of  cocaine 
combined  with  morphine  (Oazz.  degli  Osf  italic  1^85^.  The 
injection  causes  no  unpleasant  sensation;  analgesia  appears 
much  sooner  than  after  the  use  of  morphine  alone,  and  there  is 
no  necessity  of  raising  the  dose  of  the  latter.  He  used  i  to  ^ 
grain  of  cocaine,  \  grain  of  morphine,  and  \  drachm  of  water, 
and  could  in  painful  conditions  procure  either  absolute  relief 
from  pain  or  tolerable  ease  for  eight  or  nine  hours.  Injections 
of  cocaine  and  atropine,  with  or  without  morphine,  likewise 
cause  analgesia,  though  symptoms  of  atropine  intoxication 
usually  appeared.  Rusconi  also  made  some  interesting  general 
observations  with  cocaine. 

A  two  per  cent,  solution  painted  on  the  healthy,  skin  renders 
the  latter  rapidly  pale,  i^ter  two  minutes,  sensibility  has 
almost  entirely  disappeared,  so  that  a  needle  may  be  inserted  in 
the  skin  without  being  felt  at  all,  and  a  piece  of  ice  is  only  ap-' 
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predated  after  a  minute  or  80.  The  aperture  made  by  the 
needle  does  not  draw  any  blood.  After  ten  minutes,  sensibility 
reappears,  and  at  the  same  time  the  wound  begins  to  bleed. 
Still  more  effective  is  the  anaesthesia  caused  by  a  three  per  cent, 
solution  of  oocaine.  Deeply-seated  pains,  such  as  in  para- 
metritis, can  be  assuaged  by  merely  painting  the  abdominal 
region  corresponding  to  the  uterine  locality.  We  should,  how- 
ever, think  that  a  tampon  saturated  with  a  two  per  cent,  solution 
and  inserted  into  the  vagina  or  the  uterus  would  be  more  effi- 
cient In  fact,  such  an  anesthesia,  produced  simply  by  painting 
the  skin,  is  of  sufficient  duration  to  allow  of  the  painless  execu- 
tion of  incisions  and  minor  operations. 

A  lady  suffering  from  neuralgia  of  the  trigeminous  could 
always  obtain  relief  within  a  minute  by  inserting  a  cotton  tam- 
pon immersed  into  u  one  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  into  the 
ear.  In  ulcerous  or  carcinomatous  processes  of  the  vagina, 
tampons,  or  even  brushing  with  cocaine,  brings  also  prompt 
relief. — Therapeutic  Gazzette^ 


Phytioians'  Saddle-Bags  and  Buggy-OMM. 

Nothing  can  be  devised  that  will  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  intended  more  thoroughly  than  Mellier's  Standard  Sad- 
dle-Bags and  Buggy-Cases.  Send  for  descriptive  circular,  and 
remember  that  upon  receipt  of  price  the  proprietors  will  deliver 
to  any  express  office  in  this  country,  charges  prepaid. 

For  Impotenoe  in  the  Male. 

B.  Strychnia  sulph,  gr.  j. ;  acidi  hypophos.  dil.,  Jj.  M. 
Ft.  sol.  Sig.  Dose  ten  drops  three  times  a  day,  before  meals, 
in  a  teaspoonful  of  fluid  extract  of  coca.  It  must  not  be  given 
before  going  to  bed  at  night  as  it  might  produce  seminal  emis- 
sions.— (Hammond.) — Chicago  Med,  Times. 

Fiuured  Hippie. 

Pulverized  gum-arabic  is  recommended  as  a  simple  and  safe 
agent  for  cracked  nipple.  Immediately  after  the  child  has 
sucked,  the  powder  should  be  dusted  over  the  surface,  and  the 
nipple  protected  from  the  air. 
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The  Treatment  of  Carbuncle  without  Incision.      % 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
Dr.  L.  D.  Bulkley,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  before  the  med- 
ical section  on  the  treatment  of  carbuncles  without  incision. 
The  treatment  recommended  was  one-quarter-grain  doses  of  the 
sulphide  of  calcium  every  two  hours,  and  teaspoonful  doses  of 
the  following  mixture  after  each  meal :  R.  Magnesia  sulphatis, 
5vj. ;  ferri  sulphat.,  ^ij. ;  acidi  sulph.  (dil.),  ^iij. ;  syr.  zingib., 
Sj. ;  aquae  ad.,  i'nj. 

Locally  the  following  was  used,  spread  thickly  on  lint:  K. 
Ext.  ergots  fid.,  3ij. ;  ung.  aquae  ross,  i'l], ;  zinci  oxcidi,  3}. 
No  poultices  are  to  be  allowed. — Louisville  Med.  News. 
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._  Under  this  head  notices  for  sale  or  exchangee,  locations,  or  partnerships  wanted, 
and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  ^  a  time.  If  more  than  eight  lines, 
35  cents  extra  for  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 


Wanted. 

Two  well-educated  experienced  Eclectic  physicians,  of  means,  to 
locate  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  in  the  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  PITZER,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Medical  Books  and  Surgical  Instmmenti. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  Business.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  and  rely  upon  getting  what 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur- 
gical Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saddle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  jpage  v. 

Galvanic  Batteries  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nish the  best  in  the  market. 

NoTiCB. — TwetUy  per  cent,  discount  on  all  medical  books,  surgical 
instruments  and  batteries,  when  paid  in  advanu  by  students  and  grad- 
uates of  the  American  Medical  college,  and  who  are  also  regular  sub- 
scribers of  the  Amsrigan  Mbdigal  Jouskal. 

Address,  GEO.  C.  PITZER,  M.  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Journal  Basinets. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  ^2.00  a  year.  In  advance. 
It  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW   YOUR   SUBSCRIPTION.   -« 

Address  Dr.  Gko.  C.  Pitzbr,  iiio  Chamber^  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ABT.  XXXIV. — ^Anomaliei  of  the  Fonpiration. — By  Prof.  E. 

YOUNKIN,  M.  D. 

It  is  perfectly  natural  to  perspire.  The  watery  vapor  excreted 
from  the  skin  is,  upon  an  average,  from  one  and  a  half  to  two 
pounds  daily.  The  solid  contents  are  from  0.5  to  2.5  per  cent. 
The  sudoriparous  glands  are  exercised  in  their  secreting  and 
eliminating  powers  according  to  the  state  of  general  health,  the 
amount  of  labor  the  body  and  mind  are  under,  and  the  degrees  of 
atmospheric  heat  and  moisture.  Hence  the  physiological  area 
of  the  perspiratory  phenomena  is  quite  great.  But  the  sweat 
glands  may  deviate  from  the  normal  standard  either  in  the  amount 
of  perspiration  or  in  the  composition  of  the  perspiratory  con- 
tents. We  have,  therefore,  in  dealing  with  the  morbid  states  of 
the  secreting  functions  of  the  skin,  to  consider  both  the  guanti- 
tative  and  the  qualitative  changes  which  take  place  in  the  per* 
spiratory  function.  When  the  perspiration  is  in  excess  of  the 
normal  amount,  it  is  called  an  ephidrosis ;  when  short  of  the  nor- 
mal, hypohidrosis ;  and  when  completely  surpressed,  anidrosis. 

These  terms,  however,  would  seem  more  appropriately  ap- 
plied when  such  changes  take  place,  not  only  outside  of  the 
normal  standard,  but  also  when  not  associated  with  other  mark- 
ed organic  diseases.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  cutaneous 
perspiration  as  a  symptom  of  various  diseases  cannot  be  sepa- 
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rated  from  the  history  of  those  complaints — that  profuse  sweat- 
ings accompany  intermittent,  remittent,  typhoid  and  typhus 
fevers ;  that  we  see  it  in  pthisis  and  the  so-called  critical  perspi- 
ration of  other  diseases.  That  it  may  be  suppressed  in  some  of 
the  above  complaints  and  partially  lessened  in  others,  and  hence 
we  deal  now  only  with  such  quantitative  and  qualitative  changes 
where  such  excesses  or  defects  stand  out  as  the  prominent  symp- 
toms, and  seem  to  be  the  disease  per  se. 

The  derangements  in  the  constituent  elements  of  the  perspira- . 
tory  fluid  dwell  in  the  kind  of  element  and  the  peculiar  relation 
each  element  sustains  to  the  other.      There   may   be  albumen, 
sugar,  bile  pigment,  etc.,  or,  by  chemical  action,  the  decompo- 
sition products,  acids  or  alkalies,  color,  odor,  taste,  etc. 

Mphidrosis  tmy  be  general,  regional  or  unilateral.  Dupont, 
as  early  as  1807,  published  a  case  of  chronic  general  ephidrosis 
which  lasted  upwards  of  six  years.  The  patient,  a  woman,  be- 
came pregnant  during  this  time  and  was  happily  delivered  x>i  an 
infant,  which  she  nursed  herself.  The  ephidrosis,  according  to 
the  writer,  was  independent  of  any  other  affection,  and,  after 
fruitless  attempts  with  various  remedies,  yielded  to  the  internal 
administration  of  aconite. 

Hartman  cites  a  case  of  a  woman  who,  during  pregnancy, 
perspired  only  on  the  right  side  of  the  body.  Other  instances 
are  recorded.  Instances  of  regional,  excessive,  and  habitual  cuta- 
neous exhalations  are  to  be  seen  more  frequently.  Sweating  of 
the  palms  of  the  hands  (ephidrosis  vola  manus)  is  one  of  the 
most  common  affections.  This  local  hypersecretion  becomes 
particularly  noticeable  in  warm  weather,  when  the  abnormal  se- 
cretion is  augmented.  The  palm  of  the  hand  feels  clammy  and 
sticky.  It  occurs  almost  exclusively  in  anaemic,  chlorotic  and 
dyspeptic  individuals,  and  in  persons  whose  sympathetic  nervous 
system  becomes  easily  impressed.  In  women  more  than  in  men. 
It  usually  affects  both  hands,  but  sometimes  only  one. 

The  axillae  are  frequently  affected  with  ephidrosis,  which  exhibits 
itself  by  a  continual  moisture,  staining  of  the  linen,  and  fre- 
quently penetrating  odor.  Eczema  may  result  at  this  part  of  the 
body  if  not  kept  clean  and  dry. 

The  noticeable  increased  perspiration  in  the  axilla  may  be  ob- 
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served  by  the  uncovering  of  the  body ;  the  temperature  In  that 
region  is  then  raised  and  supported  by  the  numerous  sweat 
glands. 

Excepting  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  axilla,  the  numer- 
ous glands,  and  the  ability  to  retain  the  heat  of  the  body,  we  lack 
all  knowledge  as  to  the  cause. 

Sweating  of  the  feet  (ephidrosis  pedum)  is  a  much  more  com- 
mon annoyance  than  any  other  part  of  the  body.  The  soles  of 
the  feet  affected  with  profuse  sweating  are  moist  even  when  un- 
covered, and  after  but  slight  exertion  make  the  impression  as  if 
bathed  in  perspiration.  When  the  ephidrosis  has  reached  a  high 
degree  and  of  long  duration,  irritation  may  be  caused  by  the 
decomposed  secretion  and  by  the  shoes,  dust  and  socks.  In  some 
cases  the  thick  skin  is  macerated  and  gives  place  to  a  very  thin 
epithelium,  which  becomes  red,  hot,  tender,  and  painful.  In 
places  the  skin  is  worn  through  and  bleeds,  or  vesicles  of  serous 
or  sero-purulent  fluid  escapes. 

The  perspiration,  on  account  of  the  volatile  organic  acids  it 
contains,  possesses  an  odor  which  is  perceptible  in  various  de- 
grees, sometimes  quite  penetrating  and  offensive. 

It  is  customary  to  ascribe  this  condition  of  the  feet  to  a  neg- 
lected care  of  the  skin,  and  in  many  cases  this  is,  no  doubt,  the 
case,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  there  are  also  persons  who  are 
affected  with  offensive  perspirations  under  all  circumstances,  and 
filth  or  impregnated  shoes  will  not  on  all  occasions  suffice  for  the 
explanation.  Thus  I  had  under  observation  a  patient  about 
whom,  under  the  greatest  cleanliness,  the  exhalations  spread,  to 
his  great  annoyance  and  to  the  disgust  of  others,  until  he  was 
forced  to  shun  all  society. 

^n  offensive  osmidrosis  is  not  confined  to  the  feet,  but  may 
exude  from  all  regions  of  the  body,  and  in  cases  where  the 
osmidrosis  consists  in  the  quality  of  the  perspiration  and  not  in 
the  external  decomposition,  ablutions,  cold,  or  hot,  will  be  insuffi- 
cient to  correct  the  trouble.  The  sweat  may  acquire  an  odor 
resembling  that  of  musk,  human  urine,  cat's  urine,  whale  oil,  or  the 
foulest  of  decomposed  animal  matter. 

The  coloj  of  cutaneous  perspiration  may  also  be  modified  by 
changes  in  the  composition. 
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Instances  are  recorded  of  green,  black,  blue,  yellow  and  red 
sweatings.  (Chromodroses.)  Such  instances  may  appear  im- 
probable, but  they  are  historical  facts,  and  as  the  human  body  is 
a  great  laboratory,  there  is  no  reason  for  doubting  its  power  to 
manufacture  even  the  colors  of  the  rainbow. 

The  red  sweating  has  been  recognized  as  actual  blood,  and  it 
was  not  until  about  the  middle  of  the  present  century  when  the 
translation  of  bloody  sweat  was  regarded  as  an  anomaly  of  secre- 
tion, though  it  had  been  long  recorded  that  Christ's  ''  sweat  was 
as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground." 

Other  instances  have  been  known  where  blood  and  fibrin  have 
occurred,  and  in  all  cases  great  physical  rand  mental  emotions 
have  preceded  the  attack. 

Anidrosis^  or  complete  loss  of  the  sudoral  secretion,  is  more 
rare  than^either  ephidrosis  or  hypohidrosis. 

A  remarkable  case  of  anidrosis  came  under  the  observation  of 
the  writer  some  years  ago : 

Mrs.  M.,  married;  the  mother  of  seven  or  eight  children; 
fleshy,  rather  corpulent ;  weight  about  200  pounds ;  general  ap- 
pearance good ;  good  color ;  ate  and  slept  well  from  the  age  of 
forty-five  to  the  time  of  her  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
she  was  never  known  to  perspire. 

She  was,  however,  quite  sensitive  and  nervous — ^what  some 
might  call  hysterical,  though  no  apparent  uterine  derangement, 
save  that  she  had  passed  the  climacterii.  She  kept  her  bed  for 
thirty  years,  claiming  that  she  could  not  walk.  Her  bed  was 
made  upon  rockers.  She  sat  up  occasionally  to  have  her  bed 
made,  and  once  in  a  while  she  could  be  seen  walking  across  the 
floor,  when  she  was  left  alone  and  when  she  felt  assured  that 
none  were  looking  through  the  key-hole.  She  read  a  great  deal ; 
was  bright  and  intelligent.  She  was  fond  of  the  visits  of  her 
friends,  and  could  converse  fluently  and  with  much  interest. 
Sometimes  in  conversation  she  would  suddenly  cut  the  subject 
short,  and  then  everyone  had  to  leave  her  room.  Occasionally 
she  became  a  little  harsh  and  surly,  but  usually  she  was  quite 
pleasant  and  exceedingly  polite.  The  anidrosis  first  appeared  at 
about  the  age  of  forty-five.  She  continued  in  this  conditiop  until 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  when  she  died.      Of  the  manner 


^ 


An  ^maliea  of  the  Perspiration.  389 

and  cause  of  her  death  I  am  not  apprised.  Some  of  her  cliildren 
are  quite  healthy ;  two  have  been  in  the  insane  asylum,  and  one 
or  two  others  have  been  exceedingly  nervous. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  succinct  history  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
abnormalities  of  the  perspiratory  function,  without  much  attempt 
to  an  explanation  of  the  causes  which  enter  into  these  complaints* 

From  the  basis  which  we  have,  we  we  led  to  conjecture  that 
these  disturbances  lie  mainly  in  the  g^eat  sympathetic  nervous 
system,  and  in  the  vaso-motors  of  the  capillaries. 

A  sudden  suppression  of  ephidrosis  may  lead  to  bad  effects — to 
rheumatism,  colicky  pains,  toothache,  pleurisy,  headache,  etc. 

The  perspiratory  elements  allowed  to  decompose  and  remain 
in  contact  with  the  skin  will  lead  to  a  condition  of  poisoning  of 
the  blood,  and  the  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  other  organs. 

A  rational  course  is  to  adapt  the  treatment  to  each  individual 
case,  and  hence  the  first  thing  for  the*physician  will  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  nature  of  the  perspiration.  In  pronounced  morbid  con- 
ditions the  way  may  be  opened  to  our  view  and  the  course  of 
trencment  at  once  suggested,  but  in  masked  conditions  the  reme- 
dies may  not  be  successful,  as  the  cause  is  not  so  easy  of  compre- 
hension. 

As  an  antisudorific  the  atropia  sulphate  in  ^^q  gr.  may  be 
employed  with  benefit.  Equally  reliable  also  is  aconite,  or  in 
some  cases  the  sulphurous  acid,  or  the  aromatic  sulphuric  acid. 
In  anaemia,  chlorosis,  scrofulosis,  cachexia,  etc.,  arsenic,  strych- 
nine, quinine  and  iron  may  be  indicated.  In  local  ephidroses  we 
may  resort  to  the  above  internal  remedies,  and  locally  to  elec- 
tricity, lotions  and  baths  of  vinegar,  tannin,  or  solutions  of  sali- 
cylic acid,  or  boracic  acid,  and  to  the  various  dusting  powders, 
as  bismuth,  lycopodium  and  oleate  of  zinc.  Persons  inclined 
to  perspire  excessively  should  not  wear  dark,  heavy  clothing. 
Oil  silk  protectors  for  the  arm-pits  should  not  be  used.  Linen 
should  be  worn  next  to  the  skin.  For  sweating  of  the  feet  the 
shoes  and  stockings  should  be  light  and  frequently  changed. 
Frequent  foot  baths  in  alcoholic  lotions  should  be  used.  The 
following  is  appropriate:  S.  Tannic  acid,  Sij ;  hydrarg.  bichlor., 
grs.  ij;  sodium  ammoniat.,  3j ;  alcohol,  Oj ;  aqua,  Oij.  Mix. 
The  feet  to  be  bathed  several  times  a  day.     Feet  that  are  tender 
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upon  the  soles  may  be  relieved  by  foot  baths  of  oak  bark  or 
tannin,  and  dustings  with  some  dusting  powder,  and  the  feet  dress- 
ed in  thin  cotton  stockings  and  light,  loose  shoes.  To  correct 
the  peculiar  and  offensive  odors,  cleanliness  and  cold  baths  stand 
first  in  importance.  An  antiseptic,  or  rather  a  deodorizer,  should 
be  used.  There  is  nothing  in  my  judgment  superior  to  a  dusting 
with  pulverized  boracic  acid.  A  lotion  of  permanganate  of 
potash  is  good,  as  is  also  the  prescription  of  alcohol  ajid  hydrarg. 
bichlor.  as  given  above.  Carbolic  acid  and  iodoform  have  been 
recommended,  but  their  odors  are  objectionable.  Many  persons 
are  accustomed  to  using  perfumery.  The  sweet  flowers  are 
loved  for  their  fragrance  and  beauty,  but  their  odors  are  to  be 
admired  and  enjoyed  more  upon  their  own  foot-stalks  than 
sprinkled  over  the  human  body.  This  practice  of  perfuming 
always  appeared  to  me  suspicious.  Rancid  perspiration  should 
always  be  washed  off  rather  than  smothered  with  fragrance. 

A  person  smells  the  sweetest  when  he  absolutely  smells  of 
nothing.  Flowers  have  their  charms,  but  their  fragrance  does  not 
appear  well  on  the  half-shell.  Mint,  anise  and  cumin  are  very 
good  spices,  but  I  refuse  to  eat  meat  over  which  they  are  pow- 
dered to  hide  the  putrescency. 

The  lungs  may  be  burdened  with  a  bad  breath  when  the  effete 
material  cannot  be  eliminated  through  the  skin.  An  offensively 
bad  breath  has  been  cured  by  sweetening  the  exhalations  of  the 
feet,  axillae  and  genitalia. 

As  a  rule  foetid  perspiratory  matter  allowed  to  remain  in  con- 
tact with  the  skin  will  produce  foetid  breath.  If  you  would 
sweeten  the  breath,  then  sweeten  the  skin. 

It  is  not  vulgar  to  perspire,  but  it  is  obnoxious  to  be  in  bad 
odor. 


-♦ 


Bingwom. 

B.  Thymol,  3j.  to  ij. ;  chloroform,  Sj. ;  olive  oil,  Jiij.  M. 
The  thymol  destroys  the  fungus,  the  oil  prevents  irritation  and 
rapid  evaporation,  while  the  chloroform  facilitates  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  active  ingredients  by  acting  on  the  seb/iceous  glands. 
—Med.   World. 
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Sleetrieity  in  Obitetriot.— :By  W.  T.  Baird,  M.  D.,  in  Ameri- 
can youmal  of  Obstetrics. 

My  conclusions,  based  upon  an  observation  of  about  220  cases, 
may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

1.  That  it  increases  the  force  and  frequency  of  uterine  con- 
tractions in  a  remarkable  degree.  This  effect,  though  denied 
by  Prof.  J.  Y.  Simpson,  Scanzoni,  and  Dr.  Playfair,  is  happily 
sustained,  both  by  scientific  research  and  the  observations  of 
such  an  array  of  authors  with  distinguished  names,  that  it  may  be 
suspected  that  the  observations  of  those  who  have  denied  it  may 
be  open  to  some  source  of  error.  If  electricity  possesses  an  oxy- 
tocic proper/y,  it  is  in  its  power  to  produce  or  accelerate  muscu- 
lar contractions  of  the  uterus,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  a 
force  which  can  be  exerted  upon  this  tissue,  and  produce  this 
effect,  and  that  its  action  is  more  certain^  speedy ^  safe^  simple 
and  permanent  than  any  other  remedy  or  measure  in  use  for 
this  purpose,  then  we  may  truly  say  that  it  stands  unrivalled  as 
an  oxytocic. 

In  my  opinion,  when  the  current  is  properly  applied^  it  is 
just  as  certain  to  produce  contraction  of  muscular  fibre  as  it  is 
to  follow  the  course  of,  or  be  conducted  by,  a  copper  wire  when 
it  forms  a  part  of  the  circuit. 

2.  That  this  increased  force  is  entirely  under  th($  control  of 
the  operator.  In  no  one  case  out  of  the  whole  number  in  which 
I  have  used  it  have  I  had  the  least  diiHculty  in  regulating  the 
force  of  the  contractions  with  the  current. 

3.  That  dilatation  of  the  os  is  greatly  facilitated,  thereby 
shortening  the  labor  in  every  stage. 

This  effect  I  have  constantly  observed  in  all  the  cases  which  I 
have  treated  with  the  current,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  it  follows 
as  a  consequence,  that,  if  the  current  will  increase  the  force  of 
the  contractions  of  the  longitudinal  and  oblique  fibres  of  the 
uterus,  the  os  will  be  more  rapidly  dilated ;  or,  as  Dr.  Tipiakoff 
elegantly  expresses  it,  ^^  since  the  strength  of  the  uterine  con- 
tractions bears  on  the  rapidity  of  the  dilatation  of  the  os,  faradi- 
zation is  indicated  wherever  a  more  rapid  dilatation  of  the  os  is 
desirable." 
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4.  That  it  adds  a  degree  of  vi/a/.  force  to  every  muscular 
fibre  engaged^  independent  of  the  nervous  centres,  thereby  im- 
parting a  sensible  degree  of  increased  strength  to  the  patient,  and 
exhibiting  its  refreshing  and  restorative  effects,  preventing  fa- 
tigue, shock,  exhaustion,  post-partum  hemorrhage,  and  muscular 
soreness. 

This  conclusion  I  base  strictly  on  my  observation  at  the  bed- 
side of  all  the  cases  in  which  I  have  employed  it  for  its  oxytocic 
effect,  and,  as  it  has  not  been  particularly  spoken  of  by  the  au- 
thors whom  I  have  consulted,  and  whereas  I  regard  it  as  one  of 
the  most  important  of  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  ex- 
hibition of  this  agent  in  the  lying-in  room,  I  hope  I  will  be  par- 
doned if  I   dwell   more  at  length  on  it,  and  for  asking  special 
attention  to  some  well-established  facts  in  electro-physiology  to 
sustain  me  in  this  conclusion,  at  which  I  have  arrived  after  an 
experience  in  not  a  small  number  of  cases,  and  due  and  mature 
consideration.     When  I  first  commenced  the  use  of  electricity  as 
an  oxytocic,  it  was  4n  cases  of  extreme  debility  from  long  pro- 
tracted previous  illness,  in  cases  of  exhaustion  from  ante  partum 
hemorrhage,  or  in  cases  of  extreme  fatigue  as  a  result  of  tedious 
labor,  and  I  was  at  the  very  outset  struck  with  astonishment  at 
the  wonderful  results  obtained.     In  a  few  minutes  after  closing 
the  circuit  in  these  cases,  the  feeble  uterine  contractions  would 
begin  to  be  supplanted  by  those  exhibiting  a  greater  degree  of 
strength,  the  weak  and  frequent  pulse  would  be  quickly  ex- 
changed for  one  which  was  slower,  fuller,  and  firmer,  jactitation 
and  restlessness  gave  place  to  a  condition  of  refreshing  rest,  and, 
as  labor  progressed,  the  strength,  instead  of  diminishing,  appa- 
rently increased,  and,  at  its  conclusion,  the  patient,  so  far  from 
being  in  a  state  of  collapse,  shock,  or  extreme  exhaustion,  indi- 
cating an  expenditure  of  all  her  latent  nerve  forces,  with  a  weak 
and  flickering  pulse,  hurried  respiration,  and  a  general  feeling 
of  great  prostration,  there  would  be  no  apparent  collapse,  shock, 
or  exhaustion.     The  pulse  would  be  strong,  full,  and  scarcely 
more  frequent  than  before  the  onset  of  labor,  respiration  natural, 
and  a  sense  of  increased  strength  in  every  tissue  of  the  body.  In 
the  first  few  cases  in  which  I  observed  these  exhilarating  effects, 
I  regarded  them  as  accidental,  and  due,  perhaps,  to  some  idle- 
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syncrasy  in  my  patients.  Further  observation  soon  proved,  how- 
ever, that  they  were  not  the  result  of  accident  or  idiosyncrasy, 
but  that  they  were  constant^  and  in  some  degree  accompanied 
every  case  in  which  the  g^eat  agent  was  empk>yed.  At  first  I 
expected  that  I  would  soon  see  them  followed  by  a  state  of  ex- 
treme depression,  as  would  likely  have  been  the  case  after  the 
exhibition  of  an  ordinary  stimulant,  and  I  expected  that  when 
the  depressed  condition  did  come  that  the  vital  actions  of  the 
system  would  fall  as  far  below  the  normal  standard  as  they  had 
been  raised  above  it.  This  expectation  only  showed  my  extreme 
ignorance  of  the  vital  properties  of  the  power  and  of  the  physio- 
logical effects  of  the  force  which  I  was  dealing  out  to  my  patients. 
I  watched  carefully  in  all  cases  for  depression,  but  it  did  not  ap- 
pear in  one.  To  simply  say  I  was  astounded  by  these  unex- 
pected results  does  not  express  the  depths  of  my  surprise.  I  was 
at  a  complete  loss  to  account  for  them,  and  in  my  perplexity  re- 
sorted to  all  the-  authorities  whom  I  could  procure  for  a  satisfac- 
tory explanation.  Most  of  the  systematic  writers  on  medical 
electricity,  although  recommending  its  use  in  cases  of  labor  ac- 
companied with  extreme  exhaustion,  uterine  inertia,  and  kindred 
ailings,  not  one  of  them  referred  to  these  highly  interesting  and 
peculiarly  refreshing  and  restorative  ejects.  I  then  did  what  I  • 
should  have  done  when  first  I  found  myself  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  remarkable  results  of  my  own  experience,  I  took  up  the  task 
of  reviewing  eiectro^physiology^  and  then  found  (as  we  often  do 
when  we  go  back  to  first  principles)  a  full  explanation  of  all  the 
wonderful  effects  which  I  had  witnessed,  but  it  did  seem  to  me 
as  though  expressed  by  the  authors  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show 
that  even  they  did  not  fully  realize  the  vast  importance  of  the 
truths  which  they  were  recording.  Instead  of  boldly  ascending 
the  mountain,  they  seemed  to  be  hesitatingly  treading  around  its 
base.  Although  truthfully  giving  us  the  results  of  laborious  and 
carefully  conducted  experiments,  they  failed  to  point  out  to  us 
where  and  in  what  manner  they  could  be  made  available  in  prac- 
tice to«relieve  extreme  debility,  and  prevent  exhaustion. 

As  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  this  conclusion,  I  now  claim 
that  the  faradic  current  will  not  only  promote  contractions  of  the 
uterus  and  abdominal  muscles,  but  that  it  adds  a  degree  oi  force 
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to  them,  which  not  only  enables  them  more  readily  to  overcome 
the  resistance  offered  to  the  passage  of  the  fcstus  through  the  pel- 
vic outlet,  but  leaves  them  refreshed^  rested^  and  sireugtkened^ 
free  from  exhaustion  or  soreness.  This  claim  I  shall  attempt  to 
establish  by  referring  to  its  effects  on  muscles  in  other  regions  of 
the  body  where  this  additional  fofce  can  be  accurately  estimated, 
and  shall  also  claim  that,  while  we  elicit  vital  action  in  the  mus- 
cles by  the  administration  of  electricity,  we  at  the  same  time 
conserve  vital  force  in  the  nerve  centres.  Beard  and  Rockwell 
say,  in  speaking  of  immediate  strengthening  or  restorative  ef 
feet  of  electrization  on  voluntary  mnsdes^  that  '^  one  y^xy  inter- 
esting effect  of  electrization  of  voluntary  muscles  is  to  increase 
their  power  of  doing  Work."  This  effect,  which  was  called  by 
Heidenhain  and  Bruack  restorative^  can  be  demonstrated  in  va- 
rious ways.  ^*  The  capacity  of  walking^  in  cases  of  paralysis  of 
the  lower  limbs,  is  sometimes  increased  at  once  after  electriza- 
tion ;  the  patient  steps  across  the  door  more  easily,  firmly,  and 
rapidly,  or  can  walk  farther ;  or  he  can  raise  the  leg  higher,  and 
with  less  difficulty."  Now,  this  accords  exactly  with  my  expe- 
rience with  it  as  an  oxytocic,  that  it  increases  the  power 
of  the  uterus  and  abdominal  muscles  to  perform  a  greater 
amount  of  work  in  a  given  time,  and  that  this  increase  of  action 
is  followed  by  a  less  amount  of  fatigue  and  muscular  sor^^ness ; 
or  that  the  effect  of  the  current  is  refreshing  and  restorative. 
Althaus  (^*Med.  £lec/'),  while  referring  to  the  experiments  of 
Heidenhain  on  the  muscles  of  the  frog,  says :  ^'  The^e  refresh- 
ing effects  of  the  continuous  current  are  of  the  greatest  practical 
importance,  and  are  shown  in  the  most  striking  manner  in  cases 
of  disease,  where  the  actions  of  the  muscles  are  enfeebled  or  en- 
tirelv  lost." 

Dr.  Poore  has  found  similarly  refreshing  effects  caused  by  the 
application  of  the  continuous  current  to  the  motor  nerves  of 
healthv  men.  ^^  One  man  could  thus  hold  out  his  arm  for  thir- 
teen  and  one-half  minutes  with  galvanism,  and  only  with  the 
greatest  exertion  six  minutes  without."  ^^  One  said  tha^  when 
the  arm  was  used  for  such  an  experiment  without  galvanism,  it 
ached  all  day  afterwards,  but  with  galvanism  it  did  not  give  any 
trouble.  The  endurance  of  voluntary  muscular  action  is,  there- 
fore, considerably  increased  by  the  continuous  current." 
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The  dynamometer  is  a  good  means  of  illustrating  the  increase 
of  muscular  force  which  can  be  immediately  furnished  to  muscu- 
lar tissue  by  the  employipient  of  electricity.  Dr.  Poore  found 
that  ^^  eight  successive  squeezes  of  the  dynamometer  with  elec« 
trization  gave  477  lbs.,  and  without  electrization  388  lbs.,  a  dif- 
ference of  89  lbs.  In  another  experiment  made,  when  the  hand 
was  not  tired  by  previous  experimenting,  the  difference  was  even 
more  marked,  being  a  gain  of  152  lbs.  in  six  squeezes  of  the  dy- 
namometer." Speaking  of  these  effects.  Dr.  Poore  says  that 
^*'  there  is  no  more  important  effect  of  the  constant  current  than 
what  may  be  called  its  refreshing  effect.  .  .  This  fact  has 
long  remained  without  any  practical appiication  oj  it,  (Italics 
mine.)  Certain  observations  of  the  authors,  therapeutic  as  well 
as  physiological,  lead  me  to  hope  that  the  refreshing  effects  of 
the  current  will  be  found  to  be  one  of  its  most  useful  properties." 
How  aptly  these  words  apply  to  our  subject,  and  to  me  they  bear 
the  indelible  impression  of  truth.  That  ^'  this  fact  has  so  long 
remained  without  any  practical  application  of  it,"  is,  in  my 
opinion,  because  it  has  not  been  more  generally  understood.  As 
illustrating  these  effects  in  my  own  practice,  here  let  me  remark 
that  it  is  my  earnest  conviction  that  the  patient  herself  is  the 
most  capable  of  judging  whether  measures  instituted  for  her  re- 
lief are  effective  or  not.  In  almost  every  case  in  which  I  have 
used  it,  the  patient  has  cheerfully  «nd  gratefully,  and  in  most 
cases  voluntarily,  expressed  a  sense  of  an  increase  of  strength 
and  relief  from  pain.  This  acknowledgment  she  often  freely 
makes  by  using  such  expressions  as  these :  ^^  For  God's  sake, 
doctor,  do  not  allow  me  to  have  a  pain  without  putting  your  hand 
(or  sponge)  upon  me."  '*  Doctor,  the  pain  is  coming;  put 
your  hand  (or  sponge)  there  quick."  "  Oh!  that  helps  me  so 
much !  "  ''I  can  bear  down  so  much  easier  when  your  hand  (or 
sponge)  is  on  me."  So  I  could  fill  pages  with  these  expres- 
sions, and  all  going  to  show  that  the  patient  herself  recognizes 
and  acknowledges  the  presence  of  a  force  which  is  not  a  part  of 
her  own  being — a  power  which  is  furnished  her  from  without^ 
at  the  very  instant  it  is  required  to  prevent  an  undue  expenditure 
of  her  own  vital  forces,  and  to  refresh  and  restore  all  of  her 
muscles,  which  are  subjected  to  an  intense  degree  of  contraction. 
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Now,  if  we  can  make  these  refreshing  and  restorative  effects 
of  the  current  available  in  cases  of  labor,  where  there  is  such  a 
vast  outlay  of  nervous  force,  attended  with  such  exhausting  mus- 
cular contractions,  have  we  not  found  an  oxytocic  which  stands 
unrivalled  ?  Will  not  the  beneficial  effects  which  can  be  obtained 
by  its  use  in  this  class  of  cases  justify  the  "  hope  "  expressed  by 
Dr.  Poore,  when  he  safd  *'that  the  refreshing  effects  of  the  cur- 
rent would  be  found  to  be  one  of  its  most  useful  properties?" 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  earlier  investigations  refer  particu- 
larly to  the  employment  of  ^*'  constant  current  ^^  to  restore  and 
refresh  exhausted  muscles ;  but  the  results  obtained  by  Apostoli, 
Kilner,  Dr.  Tipiakoff,  and  Dr.  A.  Murray  plainly  show  that  the 
same  effects  follow  the  employment  of  the  faradic  current.  It 
must  be  admitted  that,  in  order  to  determine  the  restorative  ef- 
fect of  the  current  on  muscular  fibre,  electro-physiologists  have 
confined  their  experiments  to  its  action  on  voluntary  muscles; 
but  I  claim  that  it  follows  as  a  logical  sequence  that  it  will  re- 
fresh and  restore  any  muscle,  voluntary  or  involuntary,  which  it 
will  cause  to  contract.  The  explanation  which  I  offer  to  account 
for  this  phenomenon  is  that  the  electrical  force^  which  acts  on 
the  muscular  fibre  and  causes  it  to  contract,  is,  if  not  identical 
with  the  nervous  force,  so  very  nearly  allied  thereto  that,  to  a 
certain  extent,  it  tukes  the  place  of  and  acts  in  conjunction  with 
this  force,  and  that,  therefore,  when  the  work  of  the  muscle  is 
complete,  there  is  a  greater  degree  of  nervous  force  remaining 
in  the  nervous  centres  than  if  the  electrical  cuiTent  had  not  been 
employed  as  an  auxiliary ;  in  short,  nervous  force  has  been  con- 
served.  To  show  that  this  is  a  reasonable  deduction,  let  me  call 
attention  to  Beard  and  Rockwell  (^*  Med.  and  Surg.  Elec,"  p. 
146),  where  they  say  that  ''the  combination  of  the  force  of  the 
will  with  electricity  is  very  much  more  efficacious  than  either 
when  used  alone.  When  a  muscle  becomes  so  diseased  (or  ex- 
hausted ?)  that  the  will  is  powerless  to  contract  it,  the  electricity 
may  contract  it  with  ease.  Where  electricity  alone  causes  feeble 
or  imperfect  contraction,  electricity  co-operating  with  the  will 
may  make  the  contraction  vigorous  and  complete.  In  order  to 
make  experiments  of  this  kind  fully  successful,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  will  and  the  force  should  be  concentrated  simultaneously 
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with  the  closing  of  the  circuit,*  and  yet  experience  shows  that 
the  effect  of  electrization,  if  not  too  long  continued,  is  to  give 
tone  to  the  muscle,  so  that  it  responds  more  readily  to  the  will 
for  several  minutes,  or  even  hours,  after  being  subjected  to  the 
electrization." 

As  a  consequence  of  this  conservation  of  nervous  force,  the 
woman  who  has  enjoyed  the  beneficient  effects  of  electricity  as 
an  oxytocic,  and  has  been  aided  by  it  in  her  muscular  throes, 
suffers  not  from  fatigue,  shock,  or  exhaustion,  but  presents  her- 
self as  the  happy  possessor  of  a  sufHcient  stpck  of  nervous  force 
to  carry  her  safely  through  her  convalescence. 

I  hope  r  may  be  pardoned  for  not  attempting  to  substantiate 
my  conclusions  by  offering  records  of  cases  in  my  practice ;  for^ 
after  all,  the  conclusions  drawn  from  them  would  simply  be 
another  reflection  of  my  opinion.  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  try 
and  show  that  these  conclusions  are  based  upon  scientific  princi- 
ples, and  to  try  and  point  out  where  we  can  render  these  well- 
known  principles  available  in  practice,  remembering  that  these 
facts  have  '*  long  been  known  without  any  practical  application 
ever  having  been  made  of  them."  For  me  to  say  that  any  rem- 
edy or  measure  has  exhibited  an  oxytocic  action,  that  abbreviated 
the  course  of  labor,  would  be  a  gratuitous  offering  on  my  part, 
as  the  statement  could  not  be  based  upon  exact  or  reliable  data. 
What  I  have  o£Eered  can  be  put  fully  to  the  test  of  experience  by 
any  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  operations  of  a  faradic  appara- 
tus, and  then,  if  he  can  see,  as  I  have  seen  in  hundreds  of  cases, 
a  rapid  and  decided  manifestation  of  its  beneficial  effects,  he  will 
pardon  me  for  not  encumbering  this  paper  with  a  dry  detail  of 
cases.  In  order  to  measurably  sustain  my  conclusions,  I  beg  to 
lay  before  the  reader  extracts  from  private  letters  from  medical 
friends  who  have  recently  adopted  this  great  agent  into  their  ob- 
stetric practice,  and  I  may  here  state  that  they  are  medical  gen- 
tlemen who  are  distinguished  in  this  State  foe  their  good  judg- 
ment, and  for  the  accuracy  of  their  observations. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Williams,  Whitney,  writes,  referring  to  the  cases 

*This  can  always  be  effected  at  the  time  of  the  rhythmical  uterine 
contraction. 
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in  which  he  has  used  it:  '*  If  I  am  to  judge  of  its  effects  upon 
others  as  it  was  demonstrated  to  me  upon  these  cases,  then  I 
cannot  say  sufficient  in  its  praise.  Were  it  wholly  useless  in  all 
other  cases,  its  use  in  the  lying-in  chamber  would  fully  justify  any 
physician  in  the  outlay  of  all  moneys  expended  in  obtaining  a  first- 
class  faradic  battery.  It  certainly  acts  as  an  oxytocic,  for  it 
undoubtedly  hastens  labor.*  It  relieves  the  suffering  woman  of 
all  false  pains,  and  evidently  gives  tone  and  strength  to  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  and  at  the  same  time  causes  equable  and  firm 
contractions  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus.  The  happy 
effects  of  electricity  in  these  cases  is  evidently  not  wholly  con- 
fined to  its  action  upon  the  uterus  and  the  surrounding  tissues, 
but  certainly  through  the  spinal  cord  its  sedative  effects  are 
transmitted  to  the  brain." 

Dr.  T.  L.  Wilson,  Seymour,  writes:  **  Electricity  in  obstet- 
rics, in  niy  judgment,  is  the  very  best,  as  well  as  the  simplest 
means  we  have  of  stimulating  uterine  contractions,  in  antony, 
and  especially  in  post-partum  hemorrhage.  For  the  latter,  I 
want  nothing  else  but  electricity." 

I  have  already  referred  to  uterine  manual  pressure,  the  forceps, 
and  ergot  as  means  which  are  in  general  use  to  facilitate  deliv- 
ery, and  have  spoken  of  the  conjoined  use  of  uterine  manual 
pressure  and  electricity ;  and  here  I  wish  to  say  that  in  all  cases 
of  instrumental  delivery,  it  can  also  be  used  as  an  auxiliary. 
Furthermore,  I  consider  I  am  justified  in  believing  that,  were 
electricity  in  general  use  as  an  oxytocic,  through  its  action  as  a 
prophylactic  against  exhaustion,  cases  wherein  instrumental  de* 
livery  is  instituted  for  that  cause  would  be  almost  entirely  oblit- 
erated from  the  records  of  practice. 

No  physician  of  the  present  day  would  jeopardize  the  welfare 
of  his  patient  by  applying  the  forceps  and  dragging  the  foetus  out 
of  an  uncontracted  uterus,  but  in  all  such  cases  he  would  en- 
deavor to  first  preserve  as  vigorous  contraction  of  it  as  possible: 
and  for  this  purpose  why  not  use  the  faradic  current  when  we 
see  that  it  is  the  most  certain,  speedy,  and  safe  agent  which  we 
can  employ?  Of  ergot  I  simply  wish  to  present  a  tabulated 
comparison  with  electricity,  so  that  it  may  appear  at  a  glance 
what  I  consider  the  true  value  of  each. 
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XRGOT. 
1. 

Action  alcw--no  response  antil 
after  tw  nty  or  thirty  mlnates  have 
eUpsed,  thus  losing  timef  thereby 
occasional  y  proving  fatal  to  the 
patient. 

2. 
Action  uncertain,  in  some  instan- 
ces it   will   entirely  fall    to  pro- 
dace  uterine  contractions. 

8. 
Action    nncontr  oil  able;     it   will 
sometimes  'Mash  the  uterus  Into  a 
fury,"  which  may  produce  lacera- 
tion of  the  cervix  or  perineum. 

4. 
Action  always  followed  by  shock, 
and  sometimes  by  great  exhaustion. 

6. 
Action  attended  with  danger,  and 
always  with  an  Increase  of  suffer- 
ing. 

6. 
Action  continues,    allowing  no 
time  for  lest,  thus  violating  one  of 
the  wisest  provisions  otf  nature. 

7. 
It  cannot  be  safely  employed  un- 
til dilatation  of  the  os  Is  well  ad- 
vanced; therefore  its  use  is  re- 
stricted to  the  latter  part  of  the 
second,  and  to  the  third  stages  of. 
labor. 

Methods  of  Application. — It  will  be  observed  from  the  pre- 
ceding pages  that  those  who  have  employed  electricity  as  an 
oxytocic  have  applied  it  by  various  methods,  and  with  few  ex- 
ceptions each  observer  has  claimed  beneficial  results.  Now, 
without  reflection,  this  might  seem  confusing  and  contradictory, 
and  it  might(be  claimed  that  a  remedy  which  admits  of  such  a 
variety  of  methods  of  application  might  in  some  way  mislead  the 


XUDpTBICITY. 
1. 

Action  instantaneous,  thus  tcoH' 
omizlng  time^  and  so  in  some  ca*es 
proving  of  great  value  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

2. 
Action   certain;    it  need  never 
fail  to  produce    uterine  contrac- 
tions. 

8. 
Action  under  perfect  control  of 
the   operator;    therefore   it   may 
never  endanger   the   integrity  of 
the  cervix  or  perineum. 

4. 
Action  never  followed  by  either 
shock  or  exhaustion. 

5. 
Action  harmless,  and  always  at- 
tended with  a  diminution  of  suf- 
fering. 

6. 
Action  rhythmical,  *^  giving  am- 
ple time  for  rest,"  thus  simulatiug 
nature. 

7. 
It  may  be  employed  as  soon  as 
the  first  labor  pains  set  In,  and 
thus  facilitate  the  labor  in  all  of  Its 
stages. 
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judgment  of  the  operator,  and  therefore  his  conclusions  would 
be  of  no  practical  value.  But  when  we  come  to  consider  the  va- 
rious structures  to  which  the  current  may  be  applied,  and  pro- 
duce contraction  of  muscular  fibrCy  it  will  at  once  appear  that 
each  method  employed  would  be  effective,  as  there  has  been  no 
method  spoken  of  which  would  not  include  some  one  or  more  of 
these  structures  within  the  circuit.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
in  order  to  stimulate  muscular  fibre  to  contraction  by  means  of 
electricity,  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  current  should  affect 
either  the  muscle  itself,  the  nerve  which  supplies  it,  or  the  plexus 
from  which  the  nerve  emanates ;  and,  therefore,  it  may  be  infer- 
red that  any  method  which  may  be  adopted,  which  will  include 
either  the  uterus  or  the  uterus  and  the  spinal  cord  in  the  circuit, 
will  contain  some  elements  of  merit.  I  do  not  by  any  means 
regard  all  of  these  methods  as  possessing  equal  value,  and  a 
comparison  of  the  merits  and  demerits,  as  I  utlderstand  them,  of 
some  of  the  methods  most  generally  used,  may  not  be  out  of 
place  here. 

Dr.  Radford  proposed  the  application  of  one  pole  of  the  fara- 
dic  current  to  the  abdominal  parietes  over  the  fundus  uteri,  and 
the  other  to  be  directed  to  the  os  and  cervix.  Mr.  Cleveland 
advised  both  poles  to  be  applied  externally  to  the  abdominal 
parietes;  while  Dr.  F.  W.  McKenzie  claims  that  the  positive 
pole  should  be  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  the  negative 
to  the  OS,  '^  for  acting  energetically  on  the  contractile  fibre-cells 
of  the  uterus. '•  Tripier  faradizes  the  lumbar  region.  Dr.  A. 
Murray  applies  one  pole  to  the  sacrum,  and  the  other  to  the  ab- 
dominal parietes.  Now  there  is  no  one  of  the  above-described 
methods  which  would  not  include  the  uterus,  its  nerves  or  nerve 
plexus  within  the  circuit,  therefore  either  method  would  promote 
uterine  contractions.  Dr.  Radford's  method  (and  it  has  been 
adopted  and  recommended  by  most  writers  on  the  subject)  in- 
cludes the  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus  in  the  direction  of  their 
long  axis,  and  therefore  it  must  of  necessity  be  very  effective, 
but  it  is  open  to  one  very  serious  objection,  that  of  bringing  one 
or  the  other  pole  in  too  close  proximity  to  the  head  of  thb  foetus ; 
and  this  objection  would  hold  good  either  in  case  of  a  vcm  tex  or 
a  breech  presentation.     In  a  former  part  of  this  paper.  I  referred 
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to  the  warning  given  by  some  writers  on  this  subject,  where  they 
say  that  *^  there  is  great  danger  of  producing  the  death  of  the 
child,  etc.'*  I  promised  to  show  that  by  proper  application 
this  danger  could  be  easily  avoided,  and  it  is  this  very  applica- 
tion of  Dr.  Radford's  against  which  I  would  wish  to  enter  a  pro- 
test, as  being  in  a  high  degree  dangerous  to  the  child.  In  a  case 
of  vertex  presentation,  the  pole  applied  to  the  os  and  cervix 
would  bring  a  current  of  great  density  almost  in  direct  contact 
with  the  head  of  the  fcetus;  and  in  case  of  breech  presentation, 
the  pole  which  ifi  applied  to  the  fundus  uteri  would  also  be  in 
close  proximity  to  its  head ;  and  this,  too,  in  either  case,  while 
the  head  of  the  fcetus  is  bathed  in  fluids  containing  salts  which 
render  the  current  highly  penetrating.  When  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  any  physician  who  possesses  a  sufficient  amount  of 
intelligence  to  handle  a  faradic  apparatus,  knows  full  well  what 
highly  painful  and  injurious  effects  will  follow  the  application  of 
even  a  mild  faradic  current  to  the  head,  I  think  I  will  be  jus« 
tified  in  recording  the  following  rule,  which  I  adopted  when  I 
first  commenced  using  electricity  as  an  oxytocic,  and  that  is : 
Neoer  to  make  the  applieatian  in  suck  m  manner  as  to  include 
the  head  of  the  fcetus  in  the  circuit  in  any  case  where  its  welfare 
is  to  be  considered.  By  strictly  adhering  to  this  rule,  I^have  never 
seen  any  ill  effects  produced  on  the  child,  nor  had  the  least  ap- 
prehension of  it. 

Mr.  Cleveland's  method  would  undoubtedly  promote  vigorous 
contractions,  if  the  poles  were  90  placed  as  to  include  the  mus- 
cular fibres  of  the  uterus  in  the  direction  of  their  long  axis,  and 
it  would  have  this  advantage  over  Dr.  Radford's  method,  that 
the  application  could  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  include 
the  head  of  the  fcetus  in  the  circuit.  Dr.  McKenzie's  method  is 
doubtless  very  effective,  since  it  more  directly  affects  the  motive 
centre  for  uterine  movements  in  the  medulla,  but  in  a  case  of 
vertex  presentation,  it  would  be  subject  to  the  same  objection  as 
Dr.  Radford's  method.  Dr.  Tripier  faradizes  the  lumbar  re- 
gion, and  therefore  brings  under  the  influence  of  the  current  the 
lower  portion  of  the  cord  and  the  hypogastric  plexus.  Besides 
being  efficient,  it  certainly  has  the  merit  of  being  entirely  safe. 
Dr.  A.  Murray's  application  (one  pole  to  the  sacrum,  and  the 
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other  to  the  abdominal  parietea)  includes  the  lower  portion  of 
the  cord,  the  hypogastric  plexus,  and  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
uterus ;  not,  however,  in  the  direction  of  their  long  axis.  It  is  a 
very  safe  and  effective  manner,  as  I  can  testify  from  its  use  in  all 
the  cases  (now  over  220)  which  I  have  subjected  to  this  treat- 
ment. In  making  the  application  in  this  manner,  the  current  is 
passed  through  the  body  and  limbs  of  the  fcstus,  and  by  the  time 
that  the  current  has  reached  the  fcetus,  it  is  so  ditfused  as  to  ren- 
der it  impossible  to  affect  it  deleteriously  in  any  way.  If  I 
should  ever  encounter  a  case  in  which  this  method  should  ^^  fail 
to  produce  uterine  contractions  when  most  needed/'  I  should 
then  adopt  Dr.  Cleveland's  plan,  or  if  it  were  a  case  of  breech 
presentation,  Dr.  L.  W.  McKenzie's  method  I  would  consider 
the  best. 

I  have  no  ambition  to  acquire  distinction  through  the  medium 
of  tediousness,  but  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be  so 
explicit  in  this  paper  that  any  physican  who  would  like  to  inves- 
tigate this  subject  at  the  bedside  of  the  parturient  would  here 
find  every  question  anticipated  and  fully  answered  which  would 
arise  in  his  mind  in  reference  to  the  minutest  details  of  the  ap- 
plication, so  that  at  least  he  would  have  some  light  for  his  foot* 
steps  on  a  dark  pathway.  But  I  Itope  I  Will  not  be  understood 
as  offering  my  plans  or  methods  of  using  electricity  as  an  oxy- 
tocic as  being  the  test  which  can  be  devised  or  is  in  use;  I  only 
offer  them  for  the  consideration  of  those  who  are  interested,  and 
because  they  have  met  and  fulfilled  every  indication  in  my  lim- 
ited experience,  and  with  the  hope  that  those  who  are  using 
methods  superior  to  mine  will  be  induced  to  give  them  to  the 
profession.  Therefore,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  commence 
at  the  beginning  and  briefly  recapitulate. 

Apparatus* — ^Any  good,  reliable  induction  apparatus  will  an* 
swer,  but  it  m$^i  be  reliable  and  in  perfect  order,  otherwise  it  will 
most  likely  fail  at  the  very  moment  its  services  are  most  required. 
I  use  one  which  was  manufactured  by  Dr.  Jerome  Kidder  for 
Dr.  Heed  and  myself  sixteen  years  ago,  and  it  is  still  reliable, 
although  having  been  in  constant  use  during  all  that  time.  This 
is  the  one  he  calls  ** The  Physician's  Visiting  Machine";  but 
when  it  is  not  convenient  to  carry  one  so  bulky,  I  use  a  '^Pocket 
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Induction  Apparatus,"  also  manufactured  by  J.  Kidder.  This 
18  very  convenient,  and  gives  all  the  current  which  could  be  re- 
quired in  any  case.  The  only  objection  to  it  is  that,  if  its  use  is 
required  for  longer  than  one  hour,  it  will  be  necessary  to  re- 
charge it. 

JSlecirodes. — I  use  one  small  copper  plate,  one  and  one-fourth 
inches  wide  and  five  inches  long,  one  large  surface  sponge-elec- 
trode, and  also  one  wrist  electrode. 

Application. — ^As  soon  as  I  deem  it  necessary  to  make  the 
application,  I  do  so  in  the  following  manner:  The  patient  is 
placed  in  a  dorsal  position. .  I  then  attach  one  cord  to  the  copper 
plate,  and  covering  it  well  with  a  napkin  wet  with  warm  water^ 
apply  it  to  the  sacro-lumbar  region.  The  other  cord  I  attach  to 
the  wrist  electrode.  I  now  set  the  machine  in  action  and  attach 
both  the  cords  to  it,*  the  one  connected  with  the  plate  to  the 
positive  pole.  Then  slide  it  under  the  bed  or  couch,  where  it 
and  the  cords  will  remain  out  of  the  way  of  the  necessary  atten- 
dants. The  wrist  electrode  I  now  attach  to  one  of  my  wrists 
(first  covering  the  wrist  with  a  napkin  wet  with  warm  water), 
then  close  the  circuit  by  applying  the  hand  (well  moistened  with 
warm  water)  of  that  wrist  to  the  abdominal  parietes.f  By  this 
means  I  am  able  to  determine  the  exact  condition  of  the  uterus, 
and  to  note  correctly  all  the  changes  which  may  occur  in  its  con- 
tour, and  I  can  also  estimate  the  amount  of  increase  which  oc- 
curs in  its  contractions,  and  I  am  also  enabled  to  perform  uterine 
manual  pressure,  and  if  it  is  necessary  to  use  both  hands  for  this  * 
purpose ;  it  can  readily  be  done,  and  each  hand  then  conveys  the 
current  to  and  from  the  uterine  walls.  When  the  application  is 
made  in  this  way,  it  enables  the  operator  to  estimate  correctly 
the  strength  of  the  current  which  he  is  applying,  and  the  hands 
being  much  more  sensitive  to  the  current  than  the  abdominal 
walls,  as  long  as  he  continues  the  operation  through  his  hand, 
there  will  not  be  the  slightest  danger  of  his  producing  any  un- 

^  The  wrist  electrode  may  be  dispensed  with  by  taking  any  commoD 
electrode  in  one  hand,  and  applying  the  other  hand  to  the  abdomen  of 
the  patient,  allowing  the  current  to  pass  through  both  arms  of  the  opera- 
tor. 

t  Using  1st  and  2d  coil  (B  D  current)  of  the  appartas. 
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-pleasant  effects  upon  his  patient,  .but  on  the  contrary,    a  current 
^s  strong  as  can  be  borne  ordinarily  by  the  operator's  hand  will 
'have  a  pleasant  and  soothing  effect  upon  her.      If  an  operator 
were  timid,  or  could  not  bear  a  current  of  sufficient  strength 
through  his  hand  to  be  effective,  he  could  then  use  a  large  surface 
sponge   electrode   in   place  of  his  hand,  but  if  he  does  this,  he 
should  fir;st  test  the  strength  of  the  current  with  his  hand  before 
applying  it,  in  order  to  be  very  certain  that  it  was  not  too  strong 
at  the   commencement,    as  otherwise   he   might  induce  painful 
spasmodic  contractions  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  which  would 
Ibe  most  likely  to  cause  a  hasty  suspension  of  the  exfieriment.  It  is 
tilways  best  to  begin  with  very  mild   currents,    and  gradually  to 
increase  them  to  the  desired  strength.     I  always  make  the  applt- 
^cation  with  the  hand  continuous  until   a  sufficient  amount  of 
sedation  is  produced  (from  five  to  thirty  minutes),  then  I  open 
the  circuit  by  removing  my  hand,  during  the  interval  between 
the  pains,  and  close  it  again  when  the  pain  recurs.     In   short, 
after  all  reflex  pain  has  been  subdued,  and  the  patient  rests  well 
in  the  intervals,  I  then  only  keep  the  circuit  closed  during  the 
iime  occupied  by  the  rhythmical  contractions  of  the  uterus.     By 
this  intermittent  application,  we  are  effectually  guarded  against 
>the  danger  of  destroying  the  electro-muscular  contractility  of  the 
muscles  which  we  wish  to  stimulate  and  strengthen,  and  in  my 
opinion  it  was  owing  to  a  neglect  of  this  precaution  which  led  to 
the  results  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Kilner  when  he  said:  ^^The  cur- 
Vent  sometimes  failed  to  produce  contractions  when  most  needed. 
After  its  use  for  an  hour  or  one  and  a  half  hours,  its  sedative  ef* 
fects  were  manifest,  but  it  no  longer  increased  the  uterine   con- 
tractions."    Now,  it  is  evident  to  me  that,  if  he  had  used  it  for 
an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  continuously,  he  had  produced  a 
condition  of  paralysis  or  destroyed  the  electro-muscular  contrac- 
tility of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the   uterus,    and,   therefore,  the 
current  was  powerless  to  longer  increase  the  uterine  contractions. 

Beard  and  Rockwell  say :  *'  Experience  shows  that  the  effect 
of  electrization,  if  not  too  long  continued^  is  to  give  tone  to  the 
muscles."     (Italics  mine.) 

I  have  used  it  in  this  manner,  in  tedius  labor,  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  and  during  all  this  time  it  furnished  to   the   nerves  and 
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muscles  all  the  elements  of  increased  strength  and  rest^  as  was 
fully  evinced  by  the  ability  of  the  patient  to  withstand  her  pains», 
and  by  her  earnest  desire,  often  reiterated,  "  not  to  allow  her  to. 
have  a  pain  without  closing  the  circuit.*'  Whenever  it  becomes- 
necessary  for  me  to  support  the  perineum  (and  often  sooner,  if 
I  need  rest),  I  instruct  a  nurse  or  friend  how  to  make  the  appli* 
cations,  to  open  and  close  the  circuit,  being  careful  to  dire  ct 
her  that  with  each  recurring  pain  to  change  the  location  of 
the  electrode,  so  that  all  the  muscles  engaged  may  be  brought 
directly  under  the  influence  of  the  current.  As  soon  as  I  wish^ 
to  facilitate  the  labor  (at  the  beginning  of  the  second  stage),  T 
use  a  current  of  as  much  force  as  the  patient  can  bear  with  cpm— 
fort,  and  in  practice  it  will  be  found  that  the  stronger  the  current 
used  in  this  stage  (short  of  producing  spasmodic  contractions  of' 
the  abdominal  muscles)  the  better  it  will  suit  the  feelings  of  the 
patient.  After  the  perineum  is  well  dilated,  I  moderate  the. 
force  of  the  current,  and  in  cases  where  I  have  any  reason  to  ap- 
prehend danger  to  the  integrity  of  this  structure,  I  withhold  it: 
entirely  for  a  few  minutes  prior  to  the  escape  of  the  fetal  head! 
from  the  vulva,  so  as  not  to  hasten  unduly  the  labor  at  this  stage ,^, 
and  to  give  ample  time  for  its  full,  free  and  safe  dilatation.  As- 
soon,  however,  as  the  head  escapes,  I  direct  the  circuit  to  be- 
closed  most  of  the  time  until  after  the  completion  of  the  third' 
stage  of  the  labor,  which  in  nearly  all  cases  occurs  with  but  little 
or  no  assistance  in  a  very  few  minutes.  In  all  of  my  cases  in 
which  I  have  used  it,  the  placenta  has  been  expelled  in  from  one 
to  ten  minutes  from  the  birth  of  the  child,  with  very  slight  or  no- 
traction  upon  the  cord.  This  I  regard  as  more  simple,  far  less, 
painful,  and  fully  as  speedy  and  efficient  as  Prof.  Credo's. 
method. 

Special  Indications yor  the  Employment  of  Electricity  as  an- 
Oxytocic. — Electricity  may  be  deemed  indicated  in  any  case: 
where  it  may  be  desirable : 

1 .  To  modify  the  pains  of  labor. 

2.  To  favor  a  more  rapid  dilatation  of  the  os. 

3.  To  promote  more  vigorous  uterine  contractions. 

4.  To  add  tone  and  strength  to  all  the  muscles  engaged,  and: 
**  increase  their  power  of  doing  work." 
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5.  To  abridge  the  time  occupied  by  the  labor. 

6.  To  prevent  shock,  exhaustion,  and  post-partutn  hemor- 
rhage. 

7.  To  insure  contraction  of  the  uterus  in  cases  of  instrument- 
al delivery. 

8.  To  act  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  induction  of  premature  labor. 

9.  To  arrest  hemorrhage,  and  accelerate  labor  in  cases  of 
placenta  previa. 

10.  To  prevent  an  undue  expenditure  of  nervous  force,  in  all 
cases  of  debility  from  whatever  cause,  thus  leaving  the  patient  in 
a  condition  to  secure  a  speedy  and  favorable  convalescence. 

Ill  concluding  my  remarks  on  this  proposition,   it  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  say  that,  as   an   oxytocic,   to  promote  uterine 
contractions,  and  facilitate  labor  in  all  of  its   stages,   according 
to  my  limited  experience  vsrith  this  subtle   agent,    all  that  has 
been  quoted  from  our  best  writers  in  its  favor  ts  true.     I  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  my  experience  with  it  for  these  purposes   will 
probably  be  considered  as  liable  to  many  sources  of  error,  how- 
ever honest  I  may  be  in  my  convictions,  or  in  my  desire  to  por- 
tray truthfully  the  results  of  my  observations ;  and  that  when  I 
attempt  to  prove  that  my  agent  has  exhibited  an  oxytocic  influ- 
ence, and  facilitated  labor,  and  abridged  the  suffering^  of  my 
patient,  I  am  at  once  placing  myself  in  an   embarrassing  posi- 
tion, because  I  am  compelled  to  ask  my  reader  to  accept  my  un- 
supported (by  exact  data)  statements  for  facts.     When  I  say 
that  upon  my  approach  to  the  bedside  of  my  patient,   I   found 
the  OS  dilated  barely  sufficiently  to  admit  the  point  of  my  index 
finger,  that  I  then  made  an  application  of  the   faradic  current, 
and  that  it  promoted  contractions  of  the  longitudinal  and  oblique 
muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus,  thereby  rapidly  dilating  the  os; 
that  in  one  hour  the  second  stage  of  labor  was  ushered  in ;   that 
in  thirty  minutes  more  the  third  stage  was  completed  (and  I 
adhere  to  the  statement  that  the  rapidity  of  the   course   of  the 
labor  was  due  to  the  measures  adopted) ;  that  I  have  said  noth- 
ing which  might  not  be  said  of  the  unassisted  course  of  a  natural 
labor — this  reflection  consoles  me,  namely :    that  if  my   reader 
will  attach  any  importance  to  my  statements,  and  will  faithfully 
follow  in  my  footsteps,  he  will  cheerfully  sustain  me  in  all  that  I 
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have  claimed.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  any  physician 
who  has  enj03red  even  a  moderate  amount  of  obstetric  practice 
can  readily  refer  to  cases  in  which  he  has  observed  the  same 
happy  results  in  which  no  meaures  were  adopted  to  facilitate  the 
progress  of  the  labor;  and  I  am  also  aware  of  the  further  fact 
that  he  can  with  equal  readiness  refer  to  a  far  greener  number 
of  cases  in  which  he  would,  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  in 
progress,  have  cheerfully  been  willing  to  have  made  almost  any 
personal  sacrifice  for  the  use  of  a  reliable  oxytocic,  one  which 
would  have  rendered  him  service  at  any  stage  of  the  labor. 
When  his  patient  suffered  from  pains  not  only  ineffectual,  but 
rapidly  exhausting  her  nervous  forces;  when  her  increasing 
anxiety  and  distress  acted  like  a  contagion  upon  the  friends  of 
her  household ;  when  precious  time  hung  heavily  upon  his  hands, 
and  he  was  unwillingly  compelled  to  witness  sufferings  which 
he  had  no  power  to  control  or  abate ;  when,  from  his  ripened 
experience,  he  knew  that  this  undesirable  condition  of  aHairs 
would  not  only  continue  for  an  indefinite  number  of  hours,  but 
was  certain  to  grew  worse;  when  every  recognized  measure  had 
been  faithfully  carried  out ;  when  there  was  nothing  left  for  him 
to  do  but  to  apply  *^  uterine  manual  pressure,"  as  the  safest  and 
best  oxytocic,  at  the  risk  of  impressing  her  with  a  deep  convic- 
tion that  her  condition  was  full  of  peril — what  would  he  then 
have  given  if  the  hand  with  which  such  manual  pressure  was 
made  formed  one  electrode  of  a  good,  reliable  induction  appa- 
ratus, especially  if  the  vitalizing  current  from  it  furnished  a 
sedative  force  to  every  sentient  nerve  involved,  a  stimulating 
force  to  every  motor  nerve  and  to  every  muscular  fibre  engaged  ? 
If  this  new  force,  this  sensible  increase  of  power,  gratefully  rec- 
ognized as  such  by  the  patient,  soothed  her  pain,  refreshed  her 
muscles,  restored  her  strength  and  waning  confidence,  would 
not  the  physician,  from  the  very  depths  of  a  thankful  heart,  have 
been  ready  and  willing  to  exclaim:  ** Electricity  stands  un- 
rivalled as  an  oxytocic?" 


Liver  Spots. 

This  annoying  trouble,  known  as  tiiua  versicpioVj  yields 
readily  to  sulphur.  A  good  preparation  is  the  hyposulphite  of 
sodium,  one  drachm  to  the  ounce  of  water,  applied  locally. 
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Eroto-Mania,  or  Insanity  in  Relation  to  Impotenoy  and  iti 
Treatment  with  Oamiana,  Coca,  BromidM,  Atropia,  Sitro- 
Glycerine  and  Electricity. — By  John  J.  Caldwell,  M.D., 
Neurologist,  Baltimore,  Md. 

£rectiie  Tissues. — ^We  should  first  consider  a  few  anatomo- 
physiological  facts. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  give  a  definition  which  will  convey  a  clear 
idea  of  what  we  desire.  Under  such  circumstances,  vvre  resort  to 
more  extended  descriptions.  When  the  genital  organs  of  the 
male  or  female  become  enlarged,  turgid  and  firm  to  the  touch 
from  excitement,  we  say  they  are  in  a  state  of  erection,  and  the 
organ  is  composed  of  erectile  tissue.  This  is  merely  the  physical 
description.  When  we  further  examine  this  tissue  during  erec- 
tion, it  is  found  to  be  full  of  blood.  This  is  merely  the  physical 
condition,  and  conveys  no  idea  of  the  anatomical  structure  of  the 
parts,  nor  the  accessory  condition  necessary  to  a  state  of  erec- 
tion. 

It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  erectile  tissue  is  confined  to 
the  genital  apparatus  o\  the  male  and  female,  and  such  seems  to 
be  the  opinion  of  Boeckel  and  Robert ;  but  when  the  anatomical 
structures  came  to  be  carefully  examined,  other  views  had  to  be 
adopted.  Perhaps  no  better  illustration  of  the  fact  insisted  upon 
— viz:  that  function  depends  upon  structure — can  be  adduced 
than  by  the  study  of  erectile  tissue.  It  will  be  found  that  erec- 
tility  depends  upon  the  peculiarity  of  tissues  and  their  arrange- 
ment— the  chief  elements  concerned  being  vascular  and  muscular, 
which  are  presided  over  by  nervous  tissue,  which  receives  its 
power  from  certain  portions  of  spinal  nervous  system.  The 
vascular  tissues  are  arterial  and  venous,whose  structural  arrange- 
ment is  peculiar,  so  that  blood  may  fiow  to  the  parts,  and  be 
impeded  in  its  return.  It  appears  that,  in  order  to  effect  this 
result,  muscular  tissue  of  a  peculiar  structure  and  arrangement 
is  necessary.  When  in  a  state  of  erection,  the  sensibilities  of 
the  parts  are  in  a  state  of  excitation — exaltation.  Hence  there 
is  a  sudden  and  remarkable  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  tissues, 
which  is  the  immediate  cause  of  the  erection.     The  return  of 

• 

blood  is  prevented,  and  the  erection  continued  on  account  of  the 
peculiar  mechanism  of  the  tissue  itself ;  pressure  is  exercised  on 
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the  veins  or  sinuses  by  bands  of  muscular  fibres,  so  that  there  is 
an  accumulation  of  blood  which  has  been  rapidly  conveyed  to 
the  parts  through  the  arteries.  These  muscular  bands  are  sup- 
plied by  nerves,  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  vessels — from  cen- 
tres located  in  the  spinal  cord,  and  are  often  called  nervi^erigen" 
tes.  It  follows  that  whenever  we  find  the  peculiar  arrangement 
of  the  peculiar  tissues,  we  have  tissue  capable  of  erectility — we 
have  erectile  tissue. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  kind  of  tissue  is  not  confined  to  the 
genital  organs,  although  here  We  will  find  it  in  greater  quantities 
and  most  clearly  to  be  determined  by  the  anatomist.  Erectile 
tissue  exists  in  the  walls  of  the  vagina,  in  the  uterus  (which  we 
regard  an  erectile  organ),  in  the  extremities  of  the  Fallopian 
tubes,  and  in  the  rings  of  the  ovary.  It  exists  likewise  in  the  iris 
and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  body.  In  all,  the  property  of 
erection  depends  upon  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  vascular, 
muscular  and  nervous  tissues. 

With  these  prefatory  remarks,  I  shall  introduce  reports  of 
some  instructive  cases  of  impotence  and  sterility  which  I  have 
mostly  successfully  treated.  The  cases  are  numbered  according 
to  the  arrangement  made  of  them  in  my  note  book. 

Casb  XVI. — Permanent  Impotency  from  General  Debauch'- 
ery. — Mr.  J.,  aged  65,  a  "wealthy  bachelor,  had  hereditary  ten- 
dencies to  insanity,  which  condition  was  thoroughly  developed 
under  debauches  of  every  description  of  many  years  standing,  or, 
as  he  termed  it,  ^'thirty  years  a  drunkard,"  and  an  inveterate 
consumer  of-  tobacco.  He  actually  ate  the  weed  night  and  day. 
His  venery  was  prolonged  and  frequent  until  towards  his  latter 
years,  when  he  became  impotent — totally  so.  This  was  follow- 
ed by  severe  melancholy  and  recluse,  with  periodical  spells  of 
the  highest  exaltation  and  personal  abuses.  In  these  spells  he 
would  resort  to  bawdy  houses  and  order  several  of  the  inmates 
to  be  stripped  before  him,  to  drink  freely  of  champagne,  and  to 
perform  all  sorts  of  bawdy  antics.  With  all  this,  he  was  yet  not 
happy,  for  he  was  impotent ;  his  genitals  were  prostrated  and 
fiabby  beyond  any  recovery.  The  lesions  of  the  brain,  the  spi-- 
nal  cord,  of  the  solor-plexus  and  of  the  sympathetic  were  per- 
manent and  progressive.     These  excesses  would  last  from  one  to 
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two  weeks  at  a  time ;  then,  disappointed,  he  would  become  mel- 
ancholic or  choleric,  or  phrenzied  and  demoralized,  and  would 
seek  an  inebriate  retreat  for  rest  and  treatmen  tfor  weeks  or 
months  duration^-terribly  repentant,  terribly  melancholic,  suf« 
fering  all  the  torments  of  the  damned,  hating  his  own  blood  and 
kin,  swearing  he  was  the  *^ black  whore*'  that  the  seventeenth 
chapter  of  Revelations  describes,  and  that  he  was  doomed  to  kill 
himself  and  go  to  hell.  Therefore  he  executed  himself,  for  he 
committed  suicide  about  four  years  ago. 

He  had  been  under  treatment  of  Dr.  Wm.  F.  Stewart,  of 
Harlem  Lodge,  and  myself  ten  years  previous  to  his  death. 
When  under  our  control,  many  of  his  symptoms  were  greatly 
amenable  to  treatment.     For  instance,  his  insomnia  would  kindly 

.  yield  to  the  bromides  /ind  chloride  of  gold ;  his  melancholia  and 
forebodings  were  much  benefitted  by  coca  and  damiana;  his 
dypsomania  was  greatly  stayed  with  draughts  of  hot  beef-tea 
flavored  with  capsicum.  But  as  to  the  ^'  bee  in  his  bonnet," 
and  the  lesions  of  the  genito^urinary  centres,  they  were  fixed  and 
permanent. 

Cass  XVII. —  Temporary  Imfotency  from  Nervous  JSxkaus" 
Hon, — Mn  W.,  aged  25,  single,  tall,  active,  and  well-developed, 
employed  upon  our  daily  press,  had  suffered  for  several  years 
from  frontal  pain  and  depression,  general  nervous  exhaustion, 
with  periodic  spells  of  fearful  melancholy,  with  suicidal  tenden- 
cies. He  had  to  leave  his  vocation  and  seek  asylum  treatment, 
for  some  unexplained  neural  or  mental  disorder,  his  friends 
thought.  After  several  experiences  of  this  kind  of  treatment, 
he  was  referred  to  me.  Upon  examination,  his  urethra  proved  to 
be  irritable  with  a  gleety  discharge,  with  two  strictures  located 
in  the  fixed  part  of  the  canal.  These  were  dilated  gradually, 
while  his  nervous  symptoms  were  treated  upon  general  princi- 
ples, using  sedatives  or  tonics,  as  circumstances  required,  until 
a  gradual  and  final  recovery  occurred.  His  mental  troubles 
proved  to  be  purely  reflex. 

Case  XVIII. — Impotency  front  Neglected  Oonorrhcea. — ^Mr.  O., 
aged  26,  suffering  from  prostatitis  and  continued  loss  of  prostatic 
fluid,  dripping  away  from  the  penis  upon  his  underwear.    The 

•  case  was  one  of  trouble  originating  from   long-neglected  gon- 


Abstracts.  411 

orrhsa,  and  exposures  to  cold  and  unhealthy  locations.  His 
83miptom8  were  pain  and  tenderness  about  the  perineum,  with  a 
sense  of  heat  and  frequent  efforts  at  passing  water.  He  had 
pain  on  defecation;  feeling  of  weight  about  the  perineum  and 
rectum,  experienced  when  passing  the  catheter.  I  ordered,  as 
treatment,  rest,  warm  baths,  and  used  belladonna  applications 
to  the  perineum ;  bromide  in  milk  as  injections  per  rectum ;  sim- 
ple nourishment  without  stimulants;  all  this. until  the  acute  stage 
had  passed.  Then  I  placed  him  upon  damiana  pills  (Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s)  as  an  alterative  and  tonic,  which  treatment  was 
continued  for  several  months,  when  all  his  unhappy  symptoms 
had  disappeared. 

Casb  XIX. — Impotency  from  Spermatorrhcea. — Mr.  D.,  aged 
24,  complained  of  the  loss  of  seminal  fluid,  night  and  day,  and 
particularly  after  he  passed  his  water  or  faeces.  He  attributed 
the  cause  to  masturbation,  and  from  his  appearance  I  judged  he 
was  correct.  He  suffered  much  from  general  weakness,  nervous 
irritability  and  a  dreamy,  absent  manner,  flatulence  and  consti- 
pation, dullness  of  sight  and  perhaps  of  hearing,  weakness  of 
memory,  attacks  of  palpitation,  giddiness,  headache,  and  neural- 
gia. He  would  lie  abed  for  a  week  or  two  at  the  time,  and  fast 
for  days  without  speaking  to  anyone.  This  condition  existed 
more  than  a  year,  when  his  father,  fearful  his  son  was  about  to 
lose  his  mind  (judging  from  eccentricities),  called  my  atten- 
tion to  the  case,  when  I  obtained  this  history. 

I  placed  him  under  the  best  hygienic  influences,  and  required 
daily  calls  at  my  oflUce,  when  I  used  moral  suasion  and  en- 
couragement, and  endeavored  to  instil  better  ideas  and  more 
manly  actions,  to  imbue  him  with  brighter  hopes  for  the  future. 
I  also  instructed  his  family  to  use  every  effort  to  make  home 
attractive  and  pleasant  for  him. 

Happy  home  influences  surrounding  youth  is  a  matter  most 
worthy  of  earnest  solicitude,  attention  and  study ;  and  were  it 
more  generally  inculcated  throughout  our  land,  how  many  young 
and  gallant  wrecks  might  be  saved  upon  the  ocean  of  every-day 
life! 

I  administered  the  different  preparations  of  damiiina  with  en- 
tire success.  Though  it  required  better  than  a  year  to  complete 
restoration  mentally  and  physically. 
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I  would  here  note  the  fact  that  preparations  containing  gum 
and  resin  solutions  are  more  agreeably  taken  with  milk,  and 
more  readily  assimilated.  I  also  find  the  bromide  salts  to  be  more 
readily  taken  and  to  give  better  results  when  held  in  solution  of 
milk. 

Case  XX. — Sterility  from  AmenorrJuea. — Mrs.  B.,  aged  28, 
suffering  from  amenorrhoea,  has  been  married  several  years,  but 
had  no  issue;  as  a  consequence,  was  unhappy  and  anxious. 
She  had  excessive  leucorrhoea,  though  she  was  apparently  robust 
and  healthy ;  cheeks  rosy ;  still  she  complained  of  nervous  irrita- 
bility, and  a  dreamy  and  absent  kind  of  manner.  I  advised  a 
better  hygiene,  moderate  mental  and  bodily  work,  cheerful  soci- 
ety, to  avoid  heavy  meals,  and  to  sleep  on  a  hard  mattress,  and 
alone  during  treatment.  Medically,  I  ordered  fluid  extract  of 
damiana,  teaspoonful-doses  in  milk,  three  or  four  times  a  day ;  to 
omit  tea  or  coffee  and  other  stimulants ;  to  drink  freely  of  milk 
or  buttermilk.  After  pursuing  this  treatment  two  or  three 
months,  all  her  symptoms  improved ;  she  became  perfectly  regu- 
lar in  her  menses,  became  pregnant,  and  was  delivered  at  the 
end  of  a  regular  time  of  a  healthy  boy. 

Case  XXI. — Impotency  from  Grief  and  Reverses  of  Fortune, — 
Mr.  C,  aged  45,  suffering  from  seminal  loss,  due,  as  he  said,  to 
grief  and  sad  reverses  of  fortune.  The  penis  was  small,  cold 
and  flabby ;  otherwise  there  was  no  lesion  that  could  be  found. 
His  symptoms  were  as  follows:  General  debility,  with  some 
emaciation ;  also  much  nervous  irritability ;  complained  of  dull- 
ness of  vision,  and  of  poor  memory;  bowels  constipated  and 
flatulent,  with  occasional  attacks  of  giddiness,  headache,  and 
palpitation.  In  his  case  I  suspected  excessive  venery,  as  he  in- 
formed me  he  had  lately  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  a  mistress 
who  was  very  amative. 

The  treatment  of  his  disease  was  rest,  a  change  of  scene, 
nourishing  diet,  as  the  hygienic  measure ;  medically,  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  damiana  and  nux  vomica  pills,  which  was 
continued  through  the  months  of  June  and  July  with  the  best 
results,  for  his  seminal  losses  ceased ;  he  grew  better  in  flesh, 
and  better  mentally.  A  few  weeks  since  he  came  to  the  city  for 
the  treatment  of  general  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  paiiis,  which 
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yielded  kindly  to  quinine  and  electricity.  He  had  been  visiting 
a  malarial  district.  His  old  trouble,  spermatorrhcsa,  had  en- 
tirely disappeared.  The  characteristic  effects  of  damiana — ^viz : 
alterative  effects  on  the  alimentary  canal  and  the  tonic  effects 
upon  the  genito-urinary  organs — were  decidedly  manifested  in 
his  experience  with  this  drug. 

It  will  be  well  at  this  juncture  to  call  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  the  remarkable  and  beneficial  action  of  this  drug 
(damiana)  in  the  various  unhealthy  or  irregular  discharges  of  the 
genito-urinary  organs,  in  the  female  as  well  as  the  male.  Seve- 
ral of  my  medical  brethren  have  strongly  testified  in  its  favor  in 
the  treatment  of  sterility,  where  the  uterus  and  its  appendages 
seemed  to  suffer  from  inertia.  I  have  found  it  an  excellent  rem- 
edy in  cases  of  amenorrhcea,  dysmenorrhcea,  and  leucorrhoea. 
Spermatorrhoea  is  a  deranged  state  of  mental  and  bodily  health, 
due  to  too  frequent  escape  of  seminal  fluid.  Masturbation  is 
the  most  common  cause.  The  symptoms  may  be  a  separate  es- 
cape of  seminal  fluid ;  or  this  may  be  associated  with  morbid 
changes  in  the  vesiculse  seminales,  ejaculatory  ducts,  bulbous 
portion  of  the  urethra  and  prostate  gland.  Urine  is  sometimes 
rendered  slightly  albuminous  by  seminal  fluid. 

Case  XXII. — Impotency  due  to  Stricture  and  Catarrh  of  the 
Bladder. — Mr.  N.  R.,  aged  25,  suffering  with  loss  of  copulative 
power.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  urethral  tract,  the  sound 
was  arrested  by  two  strictures  at  the  prostatic  portion  of  the 
urethra.  The  neck  of  the  bladder  was  found  irritable  with  ex- 
cessive mucous  dischaige.  The  strictures  were  gradually  dilated 
by  the  appropriate  instruments  for  that  purpose.  The  bladder 
was  washed  out  daily  by  a  double  silver  catheter,  using  as  a  wash 
a  weak  solution  of  atropine.  Internally,  I  administered  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  gelseminum  with  bromide  of 
sodium.  This  treatment  was  continued  until  the  acute  symptoms 
had  subsided,  when  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  da- 
miana was  administered.  The  sound  was  passed  daily,  through 
which  a  constant  current  of  electricity  was  passed  from  the 
sacrum  to  the  end  of  the  sound.  In  all,  this  treatment  lasted 
about  a  year.  Since  then  the  young  gentleman  has  married  and 
finds  himself  fully  able  to  do  family  duty. 
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Case  XXIII. — Impotency  dus  to  Neura8thenia.-^Mr*  R.  J., 
aged  54,  complained  of  a  gradual  loss  of  health,  weight  and 
genital  power.  Here  we  failed  to  discover  any  lesions  of  the 
genital  oi^ans.  He  seemed  to  be  a  case  of  general  neurasthenia 
from  debility  of  digestion  and  assimilation  of  several  years' 
standing,  which  yielded  kindly  to  local  and  general  faradization 
after  a  few  months'  treatment  But  his  genital  organs  being 
'  still  weak  and  impotent,  we  placed  him  on  liberal  doses  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  damiana,  which  acted  like  a 
charm  after  a  few  weeks'  administration.  The  first  effects  were 
to  cause  two  full,  mushy  stools  per  day,  accompanied  by  an  in- 
creasing appetite,  and  finally  a  restoration  of  his  lost  sexual 
power. 

Cass  XXIV. — Impotency  due  to  Business  TrofAbles. — ^Mr.  D., 
aged  about  50,  called  concerning  indescribable  pain  or  sensation 
about  the  head,  with  a  loss  of  power,  and  a  desire  for  sexual 
connection ;  attributed  it  to  great  and  continued  trouble  in  his 
business  relations.  On  examination  I  failed  to  find  any  lesions 
of  the  genito-urinary  organs  or  functional  disturbance  of  his  ali- 
mentary canal.  Indeed  he  seemed  in  all  respects  a  fair.speci- 
men  of  health,  with  the  two  exceptions  named.  I  ordered  him 
free  use  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co«'s  damiana  pills,  and  occasionally 
when  the  pain  in  the  head  was  severe,  applications  of  the  con- 
stant'current  of  electricity  to  the  nape  of  his  neck,  down  the 
spinal  column.  His  treatment  was  continued  several  weeks  with 
very  fair  results,  though  his  business  troubles  were  still  on  his 
mind. 

^Cass  XXV. — Impotency  due  to  Excessive  Venery, — ^Mr.  G.  W., 
a  young  gentleman  of  wealth  and  somewhat  ^^rou6,"  called  at 
ofBce.  He  was  the  picture  of  health,  aged  about  30 ;  complains 
of  a  failure  in  his  efforts  at  copulation,  owing  to  a  partial  loss 
of  erectile  power.  On  examination,  I  found  the  history  of  ex- 
cessive venery  only.  The  sound  exploration  failed  to  discover 
either  stricture  or  tenderness  of  the  urethral  tract,  all  other  fun- 
ctions being  normal.  I  advised  him  rest  for  two  weeks.  After 
due  trial  he  returned,  reporting  treatment  so  far  a  failure.  I 
tlien  placed  him  on  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 's  damiana  pills,  together 
with  a  generous  diet  and  respite  from  all  genital  exercise.    After 
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ten  days  of  such  treatmeot  he  reported  himself  fully  re-habilita- 
ted and  fully  potent. 

Commentary . — '* Reduced  sexual  power,  from  whatever  cau^e 
it  may  arise,  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  maladies,  and  is 
therefore  entitled  to  the  deepest  sympathy  and  consideration  on 
the  part  of  *the  honest  practitioner,  by  whom,  unfortunately,  it 
is  rarely  discussed." 

When  the  intimate  connections  which  exist  between  the  urethra, 
the  prostate  K^and,  the  seminal  vesicles,  the  ejaculatory  and  de- 
ferential ducts,  and  the  tube  are  remembered,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  lesions  of  that  passage  should  exert  a  powerful  e^ect  upon 
the  functions  of  generation — whether  that  effect  be  due  to  the 
extension  of  morbid  action  through  continuity  of  stricture,  or  to 
reflex  action.  Hence  it  is  that  many  persons  afflicted  with 
urethral  disorders  suffer  from  more  or  less  marked  disturbance  in 
their  sexual  power,  amounting  in  some  instances  to  impotence, 
or  inability  to  copulate,  either  from  inability  of  introcession  or 
premature  ejaculation.  Both  states  are  associated  with  imper- 
fect and  transient  erections — in  many  cases  dependent  upon 
stricture,  inflammation  and  hyperaesthesia  of  the  posterior  por- 
tion of  the  urethra. 

So  frequent  reference  has  been  made  in  this  paper  to  the  prep- 
arations of  damiana  by  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.^  because  there  are  so  many  spurious  or  adulterated  prepa- 
rations of  the  plant  on  the  market,  that  it  impairs  confidence  in 
the  drug.  I  have  got  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  many  of  the 
preparations  sent  out  by  this  firm,  because  I  have  not  been  de- 
ceived as  to  their  genuineness  and  reliable  strength. 


Death  from  the  Cold  Doaoha. — By  L.  C.  Armstrong,  M.  D., 
Taylorvjllb,  III. 

On  the  aSth  of  January,  1885,  Mrs.  S.,  a  widow,  23  years  of 
age,  pregnant  in  the  fifth  month  with  her  second  child,  met  her 
death  under  the  following  startling  circumstances : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  above  date,  Mrs.  S.,  while  entirely 
alone,  took  advantage  of  the  absence  of  her  parents  to  try  what 
virtue  there  might  be  in  the  cold  douche  when  directed  against 
the  OS  uteri,  toward  producing  an  abortion.     She  had  a  few  days 
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before  expressed  to  her  sister  the  desire  for  riddance  from  her 
present  condition,  wishing  to  be  delivered  of  the  child  in  utero. 

For  two  hours  her  parents  were  absent  on  that  afternoon,  from 
3  to  5  o'clock.  On  their  return,  they  at  once  on  entering  the 
house  missed  their  daughter,  Mrs.  S,,  in  whose  care  they  had  left 
their  home  during  their  absence ;  on  making  search  for  her  they 
sought  her  bed-chamber ;  finding  the  door  locked  an  entrance 
was  forced.  A  sad  sight  met  their  gaze.  There  lay  the  dead 
body  of  the  daughter  whom  they  had  left  in  perfect  health  not 
three  hours  before.  Between  her  limbs  was  a  basin  of  cold 
water  in  which  lay  a  Davidson  syringe. 

No  post-mortem  examination  was  made,  but  the  testimony  be- 
fore the  coroner  and  jury  proved  very  clearly  that  no  drug  had 
been  taken. 

It  was  evidently  a  case  of  death  from  shock  produced  by  the 
stream  of  cold  water  thrown  with  criminal  intent  into  the  vagina 
and  against  the  congested  os  of  a  pregnant  uterus. 

The  patient  was  an  extremely  healthy  lady  who  had  sujffered 
but  little  in  her  first  labor,  and  that  this  strong  constitution  should 
so  suddenly  succumb  to  the  cold  douche  should  indeed  be  a 
warning  to  women  of  the  danger  in  the  use  of  so  simple  an  in* 
strument  as  the  Davidson  syringe. —  Weekly  Medical  Review, 


A  Case  Showing  the  Antidotal  EfEsot  of  Atropia  OTor  Morphia. 

Dr.  Joseph  M.  Clark,  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  writes:  *'A  man, 
forty  years  of  age,  in  good  health,  took  thirty  grains  sulph. 
morphine  in  about  four  hours.  When  found,  he  was  in  a  nar- 
cotic sleep,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  opium-poisoning.  The 
usual  methods  of  treatment  were  adopted.  Active  exercise  as 
possible,  cold  water  to  head,  strong  coffee,  etc.  Electricity  was 
not  given,  and  stomach  was  not  evacuated.  I  immediately 
gave,  by  subcutaneous  injection,  y^  grain  of  sulph.  atropia. 
After  half  an  hour  I  repeated  this  dose.  Again,  in  half  an  hour, 
I  gave  the  same  dose,  and  waited  the  effect.  This  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  pupils  dilated,  articulation  returned,  and 
a  general  improvement  began.  In  iiVe  or  six  hours  from  the 
last  dose  he  was  comfortable,  and  went  on  to  recovery,  which 
was  completed  in  about  two  days." — Med,  Record. 


EDITORIAL. 


Iledioal  Education. 

Medical  education  is  sought  for  different  purposes ;  in  other 
words,  men  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  with  different  objects 
in  view.  One  man  takes  up  this  study  for  the  pleasure  he 
thinks  he  will  realize  from  the  knowledge  gained.  He  really 
thirsts  for  knowledge  of  himself — the  human  system — and  never 
tires  in  reading  anatomy  and  physiology.  He  can  endure  almost 
any  kind  of  exposure,  and  tolerate  the  most  oHensive  surround- 
ings in  his  investigation  of  anatomical  specimens  in  the  dissect- 
ing room  and  elsewhere.  Comparative  anatomy,  with  living, 
dead  or  even  decaying  specimens  before  him,  is  pursued  with 
pleasure  by  this  student.  Nothing  but  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  foundation  principles  of  medicine  will  satisfy  him ;  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  with  a  man  of  this  kind — one  who  is  sat- 
isfied with  nothing  short  of  proficiency.  But  it  is  true  that  we 
find  comparatively  few  of  this  class — those  who  pursue  a  study 
from  the  standpoint  mentioned,  that  ever  turn  their  education  to 
any  account.  They  are  frequently  prosy,  impractical,  and  only 
good  for  reference  when  we  want  to  know  something.  They 
frequently  fail  to  earn  comfortable  livings  for  themselves  or  their 
families,  but  when  we  do  meet  with  a  practical  business  man 
from  this  class  he  is  a  giant. 

Other  men  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  from  a  different  mo- 
tive. They  do  not  contemplate  going  into  the  general  or  special 
practice  of  medicine ;  no,  that  would  be  too  much  like  work ; 
but  they  look  into  the  future  through  their  ambitious  eyes,  and 
see  large  chairs,  professorships,  editorial  positions,  hospital  super- 
intends, etc.,  and  they  go  about  their  work  in  a  business  way, 
qualifying  themselves  in  literature  and  the  medical  sciences,  and 
finally  gain  the  object  of  their  ambition — position.  These  men 
Secure  places  by  virtue  of  their  straightforward  efforts  in  a  certain 
direction,  and  by  passing  examination  showing  their  fitness,  from 
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an  educational  standpoint,  to  fill  the  positions  sought.  It  is  won- 
derful what  can  be  accomplished  by  men  of  very  ordinary  talent, 
if  they  will  only  work  steadily  and  earnestly  toward  a  certain 
end.  But  while  these  men  are  well  qualified,  in  a  certain  sense, 
to  fill  places  as  professors  or  teachers,  and  while  they  may  be 
able  to  acquit  themselves  with  credit,  and  earn  respectable  for- 
tunes, they  are  not,  as  a  general  thing,  the  most  successful  teach- 
ers. What  they  teach  may  be  true  enough,  and  they  may  be  very 
accurate  in  language  and  illustration,  but  unless  they  are  men  of 
a  practical  turn  of  mind,  and  have  some  knowledge  of  what 
they  undertake  to  teach  from  actual  practice  and  observation,  they 
can  never  impress  students  with  the  realities  of  their  subjects 
like  men  of  even  less  learning,  who  know  what  they  talk  about 
from  practical  observation.  Too  many  of  our  medical  col* 
lege  teachers  are  like  hand-organs — have  stereotyped  speeches 
and  stories  to  rehearse,  long  essays  to  write,  and,  when  all  told, 
there  may  not  be  a  single  item  that  could  be  referred  to  the 
actual  experience  or  observation  of  the  professor. 

The  successful  teacher  of  medicine  is  generally  found  among 
that  class  who  think  least  about  teaching  when  they  commence 
the  study.  These  men  have  in  mind  the  principal  objects — the 
protection  of  health,  the  relief  of  suffering,  and,  if  possible,  the 
prolongation  of  human  life.  When  men  study  medicine  from 
this  standpoint  they  mean  business.  They  mean  to  work,  not 
only  in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  but  they  mean  to  apply 
it  in  practice.  The  principal  mistake  of  this  class  is  this :  they 
grow  impatient  and  hasty  in  their  study,  and  frequently  skip. or 
omit  important  details  in  order  to  reach  the  end — ^practice.  But 
this  apparent  superficial  education  is  frequently  more  than 
atoned  for  in  frequent,  careful,  earnest  and  prolonged  observa- 
tions. While  the  active  practitioner  may  not  deliver  a  lecture 
quite  so  connected  and  high-sounding  as  a  trained  professor,  if 
he  will  use  a  little  tact  he  can  make  a  dozen  practical  point's  to 
his  colleague's  one,  and  will  be  able  to  impress  his  audience 
with  what  he  says — make  his  lecture  entertaining  as  well  as 
instructive. 

These  are  important  items  for  medical  students  to  think  about, 
and  when  we  read  from  medical  journals,  or  listen  to   medical 
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lectures,  we  ought  to  know  whom  we  read  after  or  to  whom  we 
listen.     It  is  all  well  enough,  even  essential,  for  medical  teachers- 
to  be  scholars,  but  they  must  be  observers  and  practical  workers 
as  well,  else  their  instructions,  in  a  useful  point  of  view,  may 
not  be  worth  much. 


Missouri  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

This  society  will  hold  its  seventeenth  regular  session  Oct.  6 
and  7,  1885,  in  the  halls  of  the  American  Medical  College,.  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

We  have  received  letters  from  a  large  number  of  Eclectic  pby — 
sicians  in  the  State,  and  from  them  we  are   led   to  believe   that 
this  will  be  the  most  interesting  and  largely  attended  meeting  in  * 
the  history  of  the  Society.    An  ample  and  instructive  programme  ■ 
has  been  arranged.     C.  W.  Baker,  M.  D.,  N.  M.  Carter,  M.  D., 
and  Prof.  W.  V.  Rutledge,  M.  D.,  have  been  appointed  essay- 
ists for  the  occasion. 

No  Eclectic  in  Missouri  can  afford  to  miss  this  meeting.  No 
Eclectic  can  afford  to  live,  move  and  have  his  being  in  this  great 
State  without  first  be,coming  a  member  of  this  Society. 

Think  of  a  senatorial  district  in  Missouri  with  eighteen  or 
tyventy  Eclectic  physicians,  only  one  of  whom  attended  the 
State  meeting  in  1884.  Will  that  be  the  case  in  1885  ?  The  St. 
Louis  Exposition  and  the  St.  Louis  Fair,  reduced  railroad  fare, 
will  all  be  in  full  operation  at  this  time ;  think  you,  Doctor,  can 
you  afford  to  miss  all  this?  Let  nothing  hinder  you,  but  come! 
Remember  the  date,  Oct.  6th  and  7th,  1885.  Society  will  be 
called  to  order  at  9:30  a.  m.  sharp  Oct.  6th. 

O.  W.  Avery,  President. 
M.  M.  Hamlin,  Secretary. 


The  American  Medical  College. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  October  the  regular  annual  session  of 
this  college  will  open,  and  we  have  on  record  for  this  course  of 
lectures  as  good  a  class  of  students  as  we  have  ever  met  or  en- 
gaged in  coiTespondence.  The  time  has  come  when  all  medical 
colleges  are  required  to  fnrnish  ample  facilities  for  teaching  med- 
icine,   and   students  are  expected   to   be  correspondingly  pre- 
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pared  to  enter  upon  this  study.  The  better  the  literary  attain- 
ments of  students  the  more  readily  they  can  appropriate  the 
teachings  at  college.  Students  who  have  fair  literary  attainments 
may  enter  this  college  whether  they  have  previously  studied  or 
read  medicine  or  not,  and  special  pains  are  always  taken  with 
them,  but  a  few  months'  or  two  or  three  years'  continuous  or 
interrupted  reading  is  better  than  jo  reading.  Those  with  whom 
we  have  already  corresponded  fully  understand  these  things,  but 
strangers  might  not,  and  lest  beginners  may  stay  away,  when 
they  really  want  to  attend  lectures,  we  make  this  statement 
plain. 

We  earnestly  request  the  class  to  be  prompt  in  coming  in, 
for  it  is  so  much  better  to  commence  with  the  opening;  then  all 
start  at  once ;  each  has  an  equal  advantage  with  the  other.  We 
contemplate  a  very  interesting  session,-  and  are  ready  to  aid 
in  everyway  possible  to  make  it  instructive  and  profitable  to  our 
class.  Address  all  inquiries  to  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS. 


To  the  Eclectic  Physicians  of  Texas: 

I  suppose  that  it  is  generally  known  that  our  Association  was 
thoroughly  organized  and  equipped  for  business  on  the  loth  of 
December,  1884.  Since  then  our  members  have  steadily  in- 
creased, and  we  now  consider  the  Association  a  decided  success 
ill  every  particular,  and  are  here  to  stay  and  defend  and  uphold 
the  principles  of  progressive  and  scientfic  medication. 

From  the  number  enrolled  we  presume  that  there  are  a  g^'eat 
many  more  Eclectics  in  the  State  that  have  not  yet  sent  up  their 
names.  To  such  I  would  appeal  to  send  up  your  names,  with 
the  small  pittance  of  ^vvt.  dollars  for  initiation  fee,  and  help  to 
swell  the  roll  of  honor.  Admitting  that  our  organization  is  a 
success,  without  your  aid  or  assistance,  yet  it  is  your  duty  to  en- 
list, and  give  your  influence,  lend  your  talent,  and — and — shell 
out  your  money  to  the  advancement  of  our  noble  cause. 

No  selfish  motive  should  actuate  us  in  this,  the  great  cause  of 


Miscellaneous  Paragmphs.  421 

humanity,  second  to  none  other  than  the  Christian  religion. 
Send  your  address  to  A.  H.  Collins,  Secretary,  Honey  Grove, 
Texas,  and  get  a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

To  physicians  (in  other  states)  who  wish  to  make  a  change  of 
location,  we  have  an  immense  unoccupied  territory,  now  inviting 
well-informed  Eclectics  to  come  over  and  take  possession*  I 
will  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  all  wanting  information  on 
the  subject.  J.  E.  A.  Ball,  M.  D. 

Davis,  Texas. 


Furif /ing  Water  with  Alum. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  traveled  on  the  Mississippi 
River  know  how  turbid  the  water  is ;  and  they  may  have  seen 
people  tie  a  bit  of  alum  to  a  thread,  let  it  down  into  a  tumbler  of 
water  and  swing  it  about  a  little,  after  which  operation  the  liquid 
becomes  as  clear  as  crystal.  Recently  the  matter  has  been  care- 
fully examined  and  reported  upon  by  Professors  P.  T.  Austen 
and  F.  A.  Wilder,  of  Rutgers  College.  In  their  experiments 
two-tenths  of  a  grain  to  the  liter  (one  and  one-fifth  grains  to  the 
gallon)  caused  the  Separation  and  settling  of  the  impurities  in  the 
New  Brunswick  (N.  J.)  water.  Double  this  quantity  may  well 
be  used,  as  a  rule.  This  amount  of  alum  is  too  small  to  be  per- 
ceptible to  the  taste,  or  to  exert  any  physiological  action.  The 
alum  may  also  be  used  in  clarifying  water  by  filtration.  If  a  very 
small  amount  be  added  to  turbid  water,  it  can  be  filtered  through 
ordinary  paper  without  difficulty,  and  yields  a  brillantly  clear 
filtrate,  in  which  there  is  no  trace  of  suspended  matter.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  let  it  stand  before  filtration,  as  the  action  of  the  alum 
is  immediate.  The  simplest  form  of  filter  for  considerable  quan- 
tities of  water  is  a  tube,  one  end  of  which  is  stuffed  with  cotton. 
A  drain  pipe  is  the  best,  as  it  can  be  so  easily  cleaned.  The 
plug  of  cotton  should  be  two  or  three  inches  thick,  and  may  be 
kept  in  place  by  a  ring  of  wood  fitted  into  the  bottom  of  the  pipe. 
For  household  purposes,  a  large  glass  funnel  may  be  used,  or  a 
filter  may  be  made  by  cutting  off  the  bottom  of  a  glass  fiask  or 
other  bottle.  The  neck  of  the  funnel  or  bottle  is  to  be  plugged 
with  cotton,  which  should  first   be  worked  in   warm  water  to  re- 
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move  the  adhering  air,  and  to  wet  it  well.     It  should  be  packed 
4n  quite  closely,  a  little  at  a  time,  until  it  forms  a  layer  two  or 
?three  inches  thick.     To  insure  accuracy  in  the   amount  of  alum 
nised  it  is  best  to  make  a  solution  of  half  an  ounce   of  alum  to  a 
•quart  of  water.     Dissolve  the  alum  in  a  cup  of  boilingf  water,  pour 
this  into  a  quart  measure,  and  iill  up  with  cold  water.     Keep  it 
in  a  properly  labeled  bottle.     Fifty-four  drops  of  this  solution,  or 
a  scant  teaspoonful,  will  contain   two  and   three-tenths  grains  of 
alum,  which  is  the  quantity  for  a  gallon  of  water.     It   is  not  im- 
portant to  be  very  exact,  as  twice  the  quantity  would  be  harmless 
•enough.     Analysis  shows  that  the  water  is  not  only  clarified  but 
purified  by   this  process,  the   greatest  part  of  the  organic  matter 
•being  removed  from  it. — Exchange, 


The  Wisconsin  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Eclectic  Medical 
Soiety  for  the  current  year  has  just  been  issued  from  the  press  o£ 
King,  Lawton  &  Fowle.  .  The  typographical  appearance  of  the 
report  is  exceptionally  good.  The  promptness  with  which  the 
material  has  been  collated  and  arranged  by  the  Secretary,  Dr. 
T.  S.  Troyer,  is  highly  commendable.  Medical  societies  are, 
as  a  rule,  strangely  dilatory  in  the  matter  of  early  publication. 
The  report  makes  a  very  creditable  showing ;  contains  the  usual 
quota  of  papers,  several  of  which,  of  no  mean  order  of  merit, 
«eem  to  have  originated  from  the  facile  pen  and  intuitive  brain 
of  our  fair  contemporaries — the  lady  physicians.  Their  success 
in  active  practice,  as  well  as  in  the  field  of  medical  literature,  is 
becoming  every  day  more  and  more  apparent.  The  society  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  the  ensemble  of  their  yearly  work. — 
Wisconsin  Medical  Record. 


Cases  in  Practice. 

I  had  under  my  treatment  a  lady,  Mrs.  Carolina  Holland, 
thirty-six  years  of  age,  and  married  twelve  years,  no  children, 
*who  had  been  suffering  since  twenty  years  with  painful  and 
irregular  menstruation,  followed  by  leucorrhea  and  nervous  hys- 
teria at  times.  She  had  tried  all  kinds  of  patent  drugs,  but  not 
receiving  any  benefit  by  it  consulted  a  number  of  ph3rsicians,  but 
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also  without  effect.  The  14th  of  April  last  she  became  one  of 
my  patients,  and  I  prescribed  the  usual  formulas,  which  were 
carefully  prepared  at  my  own  dispensary,  but  to  her  and  my 
regret  only  gained  momentarj'  benefit.  I  concluded  to  make 
a  trial  of  the  following  prescription :  Celerina,  aletris  cordial, 
HA  Sij-  Dose,  two  teaspoonfuls  half  an  hour  before  meals.  And 
as  the  lady  suffered  with  constipation,  I  prescribed  one  table- 
spoonful  of  acid  mannate  before  bedtime.  For  injection,  I  pre- 
scribed one  part  of  the  white  extract  pinus  canadensis,  with  nine 
parts  of  water,  three  times  a  day. 

The  result  has  been  surprising.  I  wanted  the  lady  to  continue 
the  medicines,  as  I  could  easily  order  them  from  Mr.  C.  F. 
Goodman,  at  Omaha,  but  Mrs.  H.  insisted  upon  not  doing  it, 
for,  she  proclaimed,  having  regained  her  youthful  health  and 
vigor,  she  would  need  no  more  medicines  at  present.  Two 
weeks  ago  I  saw  her  on  a  family  hop,  swinging  around  like  a 
young  lady  of  sweet  sixteen.  Yery  respectfully, 

C.  A.  Bruegmann,  M.  D. 

Marysville,  Seward  Co.,  Neb.,  Aug.  8,  1885. 

Impotenoy  Successfully  Treated  with  Damiana. 

A  gentleman,  aged  30  years,  of  delicate  frame  and  appearance, 
constantly  complained  of  feeble  digestion,  irregular  bowels  and 
constipation.  His  complexion  is  sallow ;  he  sleeps  badly ;  his 
habits  are  sedentary,  and  is  given  greatly  to  literature — ^frequent- 
ly delivering  public  readings,  etc.  He  has  been  married  several 
years  without  issue.  His  wife  is  buxom,  active  and  regular. 
Upon  examination,  I  found  his  organs  rather  small,  with  the 
power  of  incomplete  erection  only.  His  semen  under  the  glass 
exhibited  but  few  evidences  of  life  and  vigor.  I  ordered  a  more 
active  life,  less  study,  regular  hours  and  diet.  I  placed  him  on 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  damiana.  After  six 
months  of  careful  management,  he  was  greatly  restored.  He 
reports  his  wife  in  a  fair  way  to  become  a  mother. 

Commentary, — In  cases  of  impotence  from  masturbation,  ac- 
companied with  spermatorrhoea,  we  find  morbid  changes  in  the 
vesicular  seminales,  ejaculatory  ducts,  bulbous  portion  of  the 
urethra  and  prostatic  gland.      Such  cases  frequently  require  sur- 
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gical  and  special  treatment,  but  I  have  found  much  advantage  to 
result  from  the  use  of  electricity  and  the  free  use  of  damiana. 
These  agents  possess  tonic  power  over  the  nervous  apparatus 
generally,  and  they  act  most  favorably  upon  the  nerve  centres 
presiding  over  the  functions  of  the  genito-urinary  organs. —  J. 
J.  Caldwell,  M,  D. 


Pott  Partnm  Hemorrhage. 

I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  M — ,  aged  32,  at  6  p.  m.  It  was  a 
case  of  relapse,  brought  about  by  disregarding  orders  not  to  get 
up  during  the  day,  husband  being  absent.  Severe  flooding  set 
in  soon  after  getting  up,  in  the  early  forenoon,  and  continued 
.  all  day,  through  a  mistaken  notion  that  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  send  for  help  when  husband  came  home.  She  had  been 
waited  on  by  another  physician  some  three  or  four  days  previous, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  abortion,  and  had  been  provided  for  suf- 
ficiently, I  presume.  When  I  arrived  she  was  in  a  state  of  col- 
lapse, or  nearly  so.  Pulse  hardly  perceptible,  face  blanched  and 
extremities  cold,  but  could  talk  in  an  audible  tone. 

By  means  of  the  tampon  and  ergot  the  flooding  was  suspended 
almost  entirely.  The  tampons  were  renewed  frequently  by  my- 
self, wrung  out  oC  cold. water,  which  pleased  her  much  on  ac- 
count of  being  so  cool  and  pleasant,  as  she  expressed  it.  The 
feet  were  kept  warm  by  the  hot  mustard  water  pediluvium,  so 
that  in  the  early  morning  she  was  hopeful,  and  was  at  least  no 
worse,  and  I  expressed  an  opinion  that  she  would  get  well.  Her 
stimulants  consisted  of  good  whiskey  chiefly. 

I  removed  every  tampon  myself,  that  I  might  the  better  be 
able  to  know  the  exact  state  of  affairs. 

I  am  thus  explicit,  that  the  young  practitioner  who  may  chance 
to  read  this  article  may  possibly  find  something  of  advantage  in 
these  dangerous  and  hazardous  cases. 

But  now  comes  the  point  of  the  whole  matter,  and  the  main 
purpose  of  this  article  is  to  make  it  prominent. 

An  hour  before  day  the  physician  first  in  charge,  an  allopath, 
was  sent  for  as  an  additional  safeguard  and  possible  advantage. 
He  assumed  charge  of  the  case  with  my  full  assent,  partly  on 
account  of  precedence  in  the  case,  and  partly  because  I,  for  one, 
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generally  get  out  of  the  responsibility  in  g^ave  cases  if  it  can  be 
done  honorably  and  by  consent  of  parties. 

One  of  the  first  things  he  did  was  to  raise  the  foot  of  the  bed- 
stead foar  inches,  by  means  of  a  piece  of  scantling.  To  this  I 
objected,  on  the  ground  that  the  feet  could  not  be  kept  warm, 
and  if  that  could  not  be  done  she  would  die.  The  reply  was, 
with  a  little  ostentation,  that  all  the  works  he  had  ever  read 
recommended  it.     So  it  was  done. 

The  head  had  been  kept  low  and  the  body  level,  and  syncope 
had  not  been  present  to  any  appreciable  degree.  In  my  opin- 
ion, if  she  had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  that  position  with  stim- 
ulants and  iron,  she  had  a  very  fair  show  of  recovery. 

I  must  not  omit  to  say  that  the  last  tampon  removed  by  my- 
self in  the  morning  was  clean,  and  showed  that  the  hemorrhage 
was  entirely  suspended. 

She  died  at  lo  o'clock,  about  four* hours  after  we  left. 

If  any  of  the  profession  who  may  read  this  should  differ  with 
me  in  the  matter  of  raising  bedsteads  at  the  foot  in  such  cases,  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  them  publish  it,  with  a  synopsis  of  rea- 
sons. W.  A.  Sawyer,  M.  D. 

Mt.  Moriah,  July  31st,  18S5. 


A  Hew  Battery  Solution. 

Dr.  Carl  Seiler,  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  rec- 
ommends the  following  fluid  as  superior  for  galvano  cautery  bat- 
teries, or  diluted  one-half  with  water,  for  the  ordinary  medical 
batteries:  B.  Bichromate  of  potash,  two  pounds;  hot  water,  one- 
half  gallon;  Sulphuric  acid,  one-half  gallon.  Dissolve  the 
bichromate  of  potash  in  hot  water,  and  when  cool  add  to  it  the 
sulphuric  acid.  This  should  be  mixed  in  an  earthen  vessel,  as 
the  sudden  evolution  of  heat  is  very  apt  to  break  a  glass  bottle. 
When  cold,  place  the  mixture,  which  will  be  quite  thick,  in  a 
glass  funnel,  the  tube  of  which  is  partly  closed  with  asbestos, 
and  drain  off  all  mother  liquid,  which  is  a  saturated  solution  of 
sulphate  of  potash.  Then  redissolve  the  parts  remaining  in  the 
funnel  in  one  and  ctae-half  gallons  of  water,  and  add  to  it  two 
quarts  of  sulphuric  acid  if  the  fluid  is  to  be  used  for  the  galvano 
cautery  battery,  but  if  it  is  for  the  ordinary  medical  battery  one 
quart  of  sulphuric  acid  is  sufficient. — Medical  Summary. 


426  Jiiscellaneous  Paragraphs. 

Why  Alcohol  Intozioatet. 

Those  of  us  who  are  unaccustomed  to  strong  drink  have  often 
noticed  how  quickly  a  glass  of  wine  or  a  small  amount  of  dis- 
tilled liquor  "goes  to  the  head." 

Most  of  us  know  that  this  effect  is  caused  by  the  direct  pres- 
ence of  alcohol  in  the  blood,  but  it  is  not  generally  known  just 
how  it  gets  there. 

To  explain  the  delicate  but  simple  operation  of  conveying  the 
alcohol  into  the  whole  system  is  the  object  of  this  article. 

All  liquors,  wine  and  beer,  are  merely  alcohol,  diluted  with 
water  and  flavored  by  the  juices  of  the  fruit  or  grain  from  which 
the  drink  is  made.  The  beverage,  being  taken  into  the  stomach, 
comes  in  contact  with  the  lining  of  that  organ. 

Now,  this  lining  is  provided  with  a  network  of  delicate  blood 
vessels,  which  are  very  small  and  have  a  thin  membranous  cover- 
ing:. Alcohol  has  the  property  of  permeating  this  coating  and 
being  taken  up  at  once  by  the  blood  within  the  capillaries,  'which 
carries  it  away  to  other  parts  of  the  system.  Water,  however, 
requires  a  much  longer  time  to  be  absorbed,  and  as  the  alcohol 
becomes  partially  removed  from  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  they 
pass  into  the  small  intestines.  A  small  percentage  of  the  alcohol 
which  remains  after  this  takes  place  is  rapidly  taken  up  by  the 
lacteals  or  the  absorbent  vessels  of  the  small  intestine  and  enters 
the  main  blood  stream  by  way  of  the  thoracic  duct.  The  alcohol 
all  eventually  goes  to  the  heart  and  thence  through  the  Hver  into 
the  general  circulation. 

All  the  organs  in  which  blood  circulates  are  now  brought  into 
contact  with  the  mixture  of  blood  and  alcohol. 

The  nerve  pulp,  the  brain  substance  and  the  great  nerve  cen- 
tres are  rich  in  blood  vessels,  and  being  the  most  sensitive  part 
of  the  body  to  the  action  of  alcohol,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  natural  moisture  of  the  nerves,  on  which  they  largely  depend 
for  healthy  action,  is  largely  taken  up  by  the  alcohol  and  conveyed 
to  the  blood,  they  soon  lose  their  control  of  the  muscles,  both 
voluntary  and  involuntary. 

The  heart  as  a  consequence  beats  more  rapidly,  having  less 
resistance  to  meet.  The  muscles  of  the  veins  and  arteries  relax, 
and  the  capillaries  expand. 
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A  feeling  of  warmth  and  flushmg  of  the  face  is  the  result. 
The  brain  acts  more  quickly  and  thought  and  speech  flow  more 
freely.  . 

Upon  taking  a  still  greater  quantity  of  alcohol,  some  of  the 
functions  which  are  governed  by  the  spinal  cord  become  com- 
pletely narcotized.  The  legs,  feet  and  lips  are  first  to  feel  this 
effect. 

As  more  and  more  alcohol  is  taken,  its  effect  progresses  from 
one  nerve  to  another,  until  the  brain  itself  is  stupefied  and  the 
mind  is  totally  under  the  deadly  influence,  while  the  man  sinks 
himself  to  the  lowest  level  of  mere  animal  existence.  Finally, 
real  temporary  paralysis  of  all  the  nerve  centres  sets  in,  con- 
sciousness is  lost,  and  the  victim  sinks  into  a  sleep.  The  beat- 
ing of  the  heart  and  the  moving  of  the  lungs  are  all  that  distin- 
guish him  from  the  clay  from  which  he  came. 

Sense,  reason,  mind,  all  gone.  What  can  be  lower  or  more 
degraded  ? — HalVs  yournal  of  Health, 


The  Treatment  of  Whooping  Cough. 

In  his  summary  of  treatment,  in  a  clinical  lecture  delivered  at 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital  ("Medical  News"),  Dr.  John  M. 
Keating  emphasizes  the  value  of  the  steam  spray  and  the  atomi- 
zation  of  medicated  solutions,  among  which  he  ascribes  value  to 
Dobell's  solution,  eucalyptol,  and  thymol.  With  the  bichloride 
he  advises  caution.  Corrosive  sublimate,  which  is  now  used  for 
almost  everything,  he  says,  has  also  been  applied  here  in  the  form 
of  the  spray.  He  remarks  that  it  is  a  dangerous  drug  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  an  inexperienced  person,  and,  as  we  have  so  many 
other  useful  remedies  for  this  affection,  he  thinks  it  wise  to  avoid 
the  use  of  corrosive  sublimate.  He  has  used  listerine  extensively 
with  good  results  in  the  treatment  of  whooping  cough.  He  em- 
ploys it  in  the  strength  of  one  drachm  to  two  ounces  of  water, 
with  an  ordinary  hand-atomizer,  directs  the  nurse  to  apply  it 
twelve  or  more  times  a  day,  and  finds  that  little  children,  even 
babies,  do  not  object  to  it.  He  adds  to  it  tincture  of  belladonna, 
potassium  carbonate,  or  ammonium  bromide,  as  the  case  maj' 
demand.  Chloride  of  ammonium  he  also  finds  of  great  service 
in  the  form  of  spray. — New  York  Medical  yournal. 
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The  Modern  Oyneeologist. ' 

Gynecologist  and  Patient,  who  had  married  a  widower  with 
several  children,  one  of  whom  was  in  the  waiting-room.  Gy;r- 
ecologisi^XooVvii^  through  the  speculum:  ''How  many  chil- 
dren have  you?"  Patient:  *'We  have  four  in  the  family, 
doctor."  "Ah!  four  children.  That  explains  the  lacerated 
condition  of  your  cei'vix,  madam.  It  was  badly  lacerated  at 
your  last  confinement,  and  can  only  be  relieved  by  trachelor- 
raphy."  '*  But,  doctor,  ain't  you  mistaken?  I — "  "Mistaken, 
madam!  Impossible.  I  tell  you,  you  have  laceration  of  the 
cervix,  dating  from  your  last  confinement."  "But,  doctor — " 
"  Now,  madam,  I  know  what  is  the  matter  with  you,  and  it's  no 
use  for  you  to  volunteer  any  further  information.  You  must 
submit  to  an  operation."  "But,  doctor,  I  w/// speak.  I  never 
had  a  child.  The  children  we  have  are  my  husband's  by  a  for- 
mer marriage."     Tableau. — Medical  Age^ 


Althans :  Hemi  Anesthesia  from  Congenital  Brain 

A  girl  of  eleven  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  for  epileptiform 
seizures  and  so-called  paralysis  of  the  left  side.  She  had  been 
delivered  with  instruments.  On  examination,  no  loss  of  power 
was  found  anywhere,  but  complete  hemi-anesthesia  from  the 
vertex  to  the  toes.  There  was  hyperesthesia  on  the  tight  side, 
the  line  between  the  two  being  sharply  defined.  She  had  never 
felt  anything  on  the  left  side  so  long  as  she  could  remember.  All 
the  various  forms  of  sensation,  contact,  pain,  pressure  and  tem- 
perature, were  lost  completely.  The  mucous  membranes  of  the 
eye,  mouth  and  nose  were  likewise  affected.  The  left  pupil  was 
insensible  to  light.  All  the  nerves  of  special  sense  on  that  side 
showed  complete  loss  of  function.  TRere  was  general  ischemia 
of  the  side,  punctures  did  not  bleed ;  also  some  ataxia  existed  in 
the  left  hand.  A  diagnosis  of  hemorrhage  into  the  posterior 
third  of  the  internal  capsule  of  the  right  side  was  made,  affecting 
only  the  paths  of  sensation.  The  probable  cause  was  prolonged 
labor  and  instrumental  delivery. 

It  yielded  completely  to  a  single  application  of  faradization  of 
the  skin.     This  result  was  explained   by  the  fact  that  the  clot 
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causing  the  symptoms  had  long  since  been  absorbed,  soon  after 
birth,  but  had  left  a  functional  paralysis  in  the  part.  The  suit- 
able stimulus  overcame  the  impediment  which  had  so  long  existed 
in  the  conduction  of  sensory  impressions  to  the  cortical  centres. 
There  was  thought  to  be  no  possibility  of  an  hysterical  element  in 
the  case. — Medical  Times. 

Oalvanism  in  Asthma. 

We  have  recently  employed  the  galvanic  current  in  the  treat- 
ment of  an  aggravated  case  of  asthma,  with  the  result  of  prompt 
temporary  relief.. 

The  positive  pole  or  anode  was  placed  at  the  vertebra  promin- 
ens,  a^d  the  negative  or  cathode  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
sternum,  the  current  being  gradually  strengthened  to  sixteen 
cells. 

Under  its  influence  the  dyspnoea  speedily  disappeared,  and  the 
unpleasant  symptoms  vanished.  In  this  respect  galvanism  is  far 
superior  to  faradism,  which  exerts  little  if  any  influence  in  such 
cases. 

The  current  should  he  allowed  to  flow  through  the  thorax  for 
from  five  to  ten  minutes  before  the  removal  of  the  sponges.  So 
far,  we  have  obsei*ved  no  untoward  effects  from  such  treatment. — 
California  Medical  yournaL 


Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Ear. 

The  removal  of  foreign  bodies  from  the  auditory  meatus  not 
i  i frequently  proves  to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult  operations  in 
minor  surgery.  To  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  method 
advocated  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson,  its  simplicity  and  cer- 
t.iinty  will  at  once  commend  it,  especially  since  it  does  not,  even 
if  effectual,  set  up  any  kind  of  mischief  whatever.  This  plan 
Wiis  described  in  a  lecture  on  "The  Surgery  of  the  Receiving- 
Room,"  delivered  on  Wednesday  last  at  the  London  Hospital  by 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  consists  in  the  introduction  into  the  ear  of  a 
loop  of  soft,  flexible  silver  wire,  of  small  diameter.  Such  an  in- 
strument can  easily  be  insinuated  beyond  the  obstacle  in  the  canal, 
and  becoming  hooked  round  it,  at  once  permits  its  ready  removal : 
sometimes  a  second  loop  may  be  found  necessary,  but  as  a  rule 
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one  proves  sufficient.  Mr.  Hutchinson  also  strongly  recommends 
that,  should  one  or  two  trials  end  in  failure,  the  patient  should  be 
placed  under  the  influence  of  ether,  as,  in  children  especially,  the 
movements  indulged  in  if  anaesthesia  is  absent  render  nugatory 
all  attempts  to  place  the  loop  in  situ  for  extraction  of  the  foreign 
body — London  Med.  Press,,  Dec.  3. 


<•- 


How  to  Diagnose  OonorrhoBa  in  a  Female. 

The  difficulty  of  differentiating  a  specific  vaginitis  from  a 
simple  or  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  vagina  has'  probably 
worried  most  of  our  readers.  A  mistake  in  diagnosis  in  these 
cases  is  also  a  matter  of  very  considerable  importance.  The 
happiness  of  a  home  may  hang  on  the  issue.  It  becomes  the 
physician  in  such  a  case  to  hew  to  the  line,  let  the  chips*  fall 
where  they  may ;  but  he  must  he  particularly  careful  that  none 
of  them  fall  on  his  own  toes.  There  has,  up  to  the  present  time, 
been  no  pathognomonic  sign  which  might  serve  as  a  guide  in 
such  a  perplexity.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Paris  Obstetrical 
and  Gynaecological  Society,  however,  Martineau  suggested  one 
which  may  answer  the  purpose.  The  pus  of  the  specific  vagini- 
tis is  said  to  be  always  acid,  while  in  the  simple  variety  it  is 
alkaline.  A  little  piece  of  litmus  paper,  therefore,  will  tell  the 
story.  The  importance  of  this  discovery  cannot  well  be  over- 
estimated. '  Both  on  account  of  social  and  medico-legal  reasons 

its  importance  is  very  great. — Med.  Age. 

» 

Sugar  in  the  Blood. 

Prof.  J.  Seegen,  of  Vienna,  Vecently  published  the  results  of 
his  extended  researches  on  the  physiological  relations  of  tlie 
sugar  in  the  h\oo(l(^  Wiener  Med.  W^cA.,  No.  i,.i885).  We 
abstract  here  his  epitomized  conclusions : 

1 .  Sugar  is,  doubtlessly,  a  normal  constituent  of  the  blood. 

2.  Its  quantity  is  larger  than  usually  believed,  viz.,  0.1  to 
0.15  per  cent. 

3.  The  blood  passing  from  the  liver  contains  double  the 
quantity  of  sugar  as  the  blood  entering  the  liver.  In  thirteen 
instances  Seegen  found  in  the  hepatic  artery  0.119  per  cent,  of 
sugar,  and  0.230  per  cent  in  the  portal  veins. 
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4.  Counting  that  the  blood  takes  up,  on  the  averag^e,  one  per 
cent  of  sugar  in  the  liver,  Seegen  calculated  that  between  200 
and  500  grammes  of  blood  passed  from  the  liver  into  the  circu- 
lation during  twenty-four  hours. 

5.  Sugar  (in  the  carnivorous  animals  at  least)  is  elaborated 
from  the  albumen  of  food.  The  greatest  part  of  the  carbon 
contained  in  the  meat  animals  feed  upon  is  utilized  for  the  for- 
mation of  sugar. 

6.  In  experiments  which  excluded  the  liver  from  the  circula- 
tion the  proportion  of  sugar  in  the  blood  was  found  to  be  de- 
creased. ' 

7.  The  formation  of  sugar  in  the  liver  and  its  utilization  in 
the  blood  and  tissues  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  tissue- 
changes. —  Thera'peutic  Gazette, 


Sqnibbt'  Cholera  Mixture. 

B.  Tincture  of  opium,  tincture  of  camphor,  tincture  of  capsi- 
cum, aA  S  j ;  chloroform,  Z  iij ;  alcohol,  S  ij>  M.  Dose,  tea- 
spoonful  after  each  operation,  in  water. 


Hysterical  Flatulence. 

Robert  Bartholow  recommends  the  oil  of  cajeput  in  doses  of 
from  five  to  ten  drops  for  hysterical  flatulency.  Relief  is  imme- 
diate. In  simple  fermentative  flatulency  smaller  doses  will  be 
efficacious. — N,   O,  Med.  journal. 


The  Hydrangea  Arborescens. 

The  value  of  this  native  plant  in  renal  affections  was  first  made 
known  to  the  medical  public  by  the  former  editor  of  this  journal, 
Dr.  S.  W.  Butler.  Recently  Lambert  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  have 
combined  the  active  elements  of  the  plant  with  lithia  in  a  prep- 
aration called  ^^Lithiated  Hydrangea,"  which  unites  the  virtues 
of  both  these  remedies.  In  the  Chicago  Weekly  Review  two 
cases  of  rheumatic  gout  with  renal  complications  are  reported  by 
Dr.  F.  S.  Senier,  of  Waukesha,  Wis.,  where  this  preparation  in 
doses  of  a  drachm,  thrice  daily,  largely  diluted,  acted  with  prompt 
and  satisfactory  effect.  The  combination  seems  to  us  a  happy 
one. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  Philadelphia. 
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Anti-Shaumatic  Mixture. 

Dr.  H.  K.  Lines  has  obtained  good  results  with  the  following: 
B.  Vini  colchici  sem.,  Jss;  tincturae  gentian,  comp.,  Jiiss;  po- 
tass, iodid.,  3ij.  Mix.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day  in 
a  wine-glassful   of  water. — New  Bng.   Med.    Monthly^  May, 

1885. 
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49*  Under  this  head  notices  for  sale  or  exchange,  locations,  or  partnerships  wanted, 
and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  ^  a  time.  If  more  than  eight  lines, 
25  cents  extra  tor  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 

For  Bale. 

A  druggist,  doing  a  good  business  in  a  small  town  in  Southwest  Mis- 
souri, county  seat,  will  sell  half  interest  or  all.  Would  prefer  to  sell  to 
au  Eclectic  physician,  to  whom  I  would  turn  over  a  practice  worth  #2,000 
to  $8,000  per  year.  Good  reasons  for  selling.  For  further  particulars 
address  A.  Harvbt, 

Stockton,  Mo.,  Cedar  Co. 


Want^. 

Two  well-educated  experienced  Eclectic  physiciaus,  of  means,  to 
locite  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  in  the  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  PITZBR,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Medical  Books  and  Surgical  Instruments. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  Business.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  and  rely  upon  getting  wliat 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur* 
gical  Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saodle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  page  v. 

Galvanic  Batteries  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nish the  best  In  the  market. 

Notice. — Twenty  per  cent,  discount  on  all  medical  books,  surgical 
instruments  and  batteries,  when  paid  in  advance  by  students  and  grad- 
uates of  the  American  Medical  College,  and  who  are  also  regular  sub- 
scribers of  the  America !r  Mkdical  Journal. 

Address,  GEO.  C.  PITZER,  M.  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Journal  Busineii. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  fa  .00  a  year,  in  advance. 
It  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW   YOUR   SUBSCRIPTION,   -m 

Addrest  Dr.  Gbo.  C.  Pitzbr,  mo  Chambe.rn  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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ART.  XXXV.  —  Sangaineons  Congestions  of  the  Skin— Purpura. 
— By  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

The  diseases  in  which  blood  is  deposited  on  the  surface  or 
within  the  substance  of  the  skin,  or  beneath  in  the  cellular  tis- 
sue, have  received  different  names,  according  to  the  character  of 
the  sanguineous  effusion. 

When  the  blotches  are  produced  by  blows,  or  by  local  causes, 
they  are  denominated  ecchymcses ;  when  the  effused  spots  are  the 
size  of  hemp-seed,  and  from  that  to  the  size  of  peas,  and  when 
associated  with  some  other  affection  of  a  more  or  less  serious 
nature,  they  are  called /^/^cA/a;  and  when  the  congested  parfs 
present  in  streaks  they  are  denominated  vibices, 

A  more  general  term,  which  comprehends  several  forms  of 
hemorrhage  in  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane,  is  that  of 
purpura. 

By  purpura  we  mean  a  disease  characterized  by  blotches 
of  a  dark-red  or  livid  hemorrhagic  effusion.  The  spots  are  cir- 
cular and  of  different  sizes ;  often  in  stripes  or  patches,,  irregu- 
larly scattered  over  the  thighs,  arms  and  trunk,  with  occasional 
hemorrhage  from  the  mouth,  nose,  or  bowels,  and  attended  with 
debility  and  depression.  Purpura  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  in- 
dependent disease,  but  rather  as  a  symptom  of  other  conditions, 
the  cause  of  which  may  be  found  primarily  in  the  vascular  or 
in  the  nervpus  systems. 
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In  almost  all  cases  the  appearance  of  the  spots  is  preceded  by 
great  debility,  heaviness  of  the  limbs  and  general  uneasiness, 
either  with  or  without  fever,  and  they  are  frequent  accompani- 
ments of  articular  disease  and  scorbutic  affections. 

The  extravasated  spots  are  uncertain  in  their  development,  and 
irregular  in  duration.  The  process  of  effusion  is  neither  uniform 
nor  regular,  and  hence  they  may  be  developing  in  some  places 
whilst  fading  out  in  others. 

In  the  simplest  form  of  purpura  the  disease  almost  always 
commences  independently  of  known  causes,  and  without  marked 
derangement  of  the  principal  functions.  Nevertheless  some  pa- 
tients complain  of  lassitude  and  weariness  some  days  before  the 
appearance  of  the  spots. 

A  much  more  serious  form  of  the  disease  is  that  of  purpura 
hemorrhagica y  which  presents  sometimes  by  mere  petechia,  but 
often  by  larger  extravasated  patches,  pieceded  by  great  lassi- 
tude, debility  and  pains  in  the  limbs.  The  body  has  been  seen 
covered  with  livid  spots  similar  to  those  that  follow  bruises,  and 
blood  has  been  seen  exuding  from  behind  the  ears  and  vertex. 
The  disposition  to  hemorrhage  is  so  great,  in  some  cases,  that 
the  slightest  pressure  upon  a  part  is  sufficient  to  produce  an 
ecchymosis,  but  the  distinguishing  feature  of  purpura  haemor- 
rhagica  consists  in  the  hemorrhage  from  other  organs. 

First,  from  the  nose.  This  is  the  most  common  of  all  the 
varieties,  and  has  been  followed  by  death  from  sheer  loss  of 
blood. 

Second,  from  tbe  throat  and  mouth.  Sometimes  the  whole 
fauces  appear  of  a  deep  red,  and  blood  is3ues  from  every  part. 
The  gums  are  livid  and  spongy,  and  the  blood  exudes  from  the 
edges.  The  inner  surface  of  the  cheeks  presents  blackish  spots, 
and  the  palate  is  covered  with  dark  patches.  Quite  recently,  I 
have  seen  these  conditions  associated  with  diphtheritic  mem- 
brane on  the  tonsils,  which  loosened  and  came  off,  after  which 
severe  bleeding  from  the  throat,  nose  and  bowels  so  reduced 
my  patient  that  it  died. 

Third,  the  hemorrhage  may  come  from  the  stomach.  la  such 
cases  there  is  vomiting  of  bloo.d,  accompanied  with  pain,  usually 
in  the  left  hypochondrium,  with  increase  in  the  size  of  the  spleen. 


Sangumeaus  Congestions  of  the  Shin.  486 

Fourth,  the  patient  may  pass  blood  from  the  bowels ;  the  stools 
are  of  pure  blood  or  sometimes  blackish-looking. 

Fifth,  the  blood  may  flow  from  the  urinary  passage.  The 
urine  is  tinged  with  blood,  or  the  fluid  may  pass  unmixed  and 
partly  coagulated.  A  recent  case,  under  my  care,  after  passing 
blood  from  the  urinary  passage,  was  taken  with  suppression  of 
urine,  and  died  in  thirty-six  hours. 

Sixth,  there  'are  cases  in  which  hemorrhage  takes  place  from 
the  uterus,  vagina,  or  pudenda.  These  cases  are  almost  always 
serious,  and  may  be  mistaken  for  miscarriage. 

From  whatever  source  the  hemorrhage  springs,  if  it  is  abun- 
dant, the  lower  limbs  become  oedematoas,  the  face  pale,  the  skin 
a  whitish-yellow  hue  and  the  purpuric  spots  of  a  darker  tint. 
The  blood  becomes  thin,  the  extremities  cold,  and  the  patient 
grows  more  and  more  feeble.  If,  under  these  circumstances, 
another  hemorrhage  takes  place,  the  patient  usually  dies  of 
exhaustion. 

In  my  own  practice,  I  have  met  with  a  number  of  cases  of 

* 

purpura  in  children,  some  presenting  without  premonitory  signs, 
and  others  following  chills  and  fever,  some  cholera  infantum,  etc. 

Purpura  scorbutica  is  the  most  dangerous  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  the  cutaneous  affection  is  but  a  symptom  of  the  gen- 
eral nutitrive  derangement.  Scorbutic  purpura  evidently  points 
to  the  existence  of  serious  blood-dyscrasia.  The  spots  on  or 
within  the  skin  are  always  preceded  by  general  lassitude,  with 
pains  in  the  limbs  and  joints.  The  fever  may  be  high  or  low, 
of  long  duration  or  short,  according  to  the  form  of  the  disease 
and  the  condition  of  the  general  health.  In  this  form  of  the 
disease  an  unfailing  condition  is  the  affection  of  the  gums* 
They  are  inflamed,  painful,  swollen  -  and  spongy.  They  bleed 
freely,  and  setious  hemorrhage  is  liable  to  take  place  from  the 
internal  organs. 

This  disease  is  the  result  of  living  in  confined  abodes,  impure 
air,  unwholesoipe  food  and  infectious  surroundings.  It  is  found 
in  forts,  prisons,  hospitals,  ships,  and  even  city  and  country 
dwellings,  where  individuals  are  exposed  to  vitiated  food  and 
surroundings.  Once  started  in  a  community,  it  may  spread  and 
become  epidemic. 
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.  In  the  treatment  of  purpura  the  leading  indication's  are  to  in- 
vigorate the  vascular  system,  and  to  restore  the  nutritive  pro* 
cesses.  To  accomplish  these  ends,  the  older  writers  depended 
on  the  sulphuric  acid,  iron  and  bark.  The  aromatic  sulphuric 
acid,  lemon  and  lime  juice  may  be  given.  Tinct.  feni  mur. 
may  be  administered  with  advantage.  In  some  cases  I  have  re- 
lied on  the  fluid  extract  of  baptisia  and  the  muriate  of  hydrastia. 

In  cases  of  hemorrhage  from  internal  organs,  hamamelis 
stands  first  in  importance.  Ergotini  internally  or  subcutaneouslj, 
in  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus  especially ;  carbo-ligni  in  hemor- 
rhage from  the  bowels,  given  in  pill  form,  or  an  injection  of  wil- 
low charcoal  may  be  used.  In  hemorrhage  from  the  kidneys, 
perhaps  there  is  no  better  agent  than  galic  acid.  Fof  the  debil- 
ity,  quinine  and  iron. 

Spongy  and  bleeding  gums  are  also  painted  with  citric  acid 
or  dilute  chromic  acid,  and  the  mouth  may  be  washed  with  a 
solution  of  ratanhy.  In  purpura,  with  r)ieumatic  pains  in  the 
muscles  or  joints,  cimicifugi  and  salicylate  of  sodss  act  well. 

The  cutaneous  spots  may  be  removed  by  increasing  vascular 
tension ;  these  are  cured  by  absorption,  and  this  condition  may 
be  promoted  by  faradization,  and  the  ends  accomplished  as 
above  indicated.  With  all,  a  generous  meat  and  vegetable  diet, 
wine,  cider  and  buttermilk. 


AET.  XZZVI.— Obstetrics.— By  W.  S.  Bain,  M.  D. 

On  July  15th,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  R.,  pluripara,  set.  16. 
The  patient  stated  that  she  had  been  confined  with  her  first  child 
about  ten  months  previous.  About  three  or  four  months  after 
her  confinement,  she  noticed  a  tumor  rising  above  the  symphy- 
sis. As  she  had  not  menstruated  since  her  confinement,  and 
the  time  being  so  short,  |ind  there  being  no  symptoms  oC  preg- 
nancy, she  did  not  suppose  that  it  was  possible  for  her  to  be  preg- 
nant at  this  time,  July  15th.  She  looked  to  be  advanced  to  about 
the  sixth  or  seventh  month  of  gestation. 

On  examination,  found  the  os  up  so  high  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  I  could  reach  it.  The  os  was  patulous,  and 
easily  opened  with  the  finger.  The  abdomen  was  lacking  the 
ovoid  form  usually  seen  in  pregnancy  where  everything  is  in  a 
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normal  condition.  No  amount  of  manipulation  would  produce 
any  fcetal  movements  or  uterine  contractions,  neither  could  I 
hear  any  sounds  that  in  any  way  resembled  the  foetal  heart.  I 
informed  the  lady  that  I  believed  her  to  be  pregnant,  but  could 
not  say  positively.  I  advised  her  to  wait  a  short  time,  and  if 
there  were  no  movements  to  come  to  my  office,  and  I  would  try 
to  set  the  question  at  rest  as  to  whether  she  was  pregnant.  In 
about  a  week,  or  ten  days,  she  came  to  the  office,  stating  that 
she  had  not  felt  any  symptoms,  and  said  she  did  not  believe  that 
she  was  pregnant.  As  she  was  suffering  considerable  mental 
strain  about  her  condition,  I  decided. to  ascertain  if  possible  her 
true  condition.  I  placed  her  in  an  operating  chair,  in  dorsal  posi- 
tion, and  made  digital  examination,  but  failed  to  find  the  os.  I 
then  introduced  a 'speculum,  and  opened  the  vagina.  By  using  a 
depressor,  I  succeeded  in  bringing  the  os  in  view.  There  was 
nothing  abnormal  about  the  appearance  of  the  os,  it  having^  the 
appearance  of  an  os  at  about  six  or  seven  months  gestation. 
I  then  made  cold  applications  to  the  abdomen,  but  failed  to  elicit 
any  movements  or  contractions.  The  stethoscope  gave  negative 
results  as  to  cardiac  sounds.  I  again  informed  the  lady  and  hus* 
band  that  I  thought  she  was  pregnant,  and  instructed  her  to  wait 
until  her  time  was  up,  or  nine  months,  and  if  there  were  still  no 
signs  of  movement,  or  other  symptoms  pointing  to  pregnancy,  I 
would  then  examine  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  and  see  what  it  con- 
tained.    With  this  understanding,  she  left  the  office. 

The  next  day  after  the  patient  was  in  my  office  she  visited 
the  city  of  Greenville,  and  was  examined  by  two  physicians, 
w^ith  the  same  results  as  I  had  obtained.  A  few  days  after  this 
last  examination  I  was  hastily  sent  for  to  see  the  case.  I  found 
the  patient  in  labor.  On  making  digital  examination,  found  the  os 
opening,  but  could  find  no  membrane  protruding.  After  wait- 
ing half  an  hour,  examined  the  case  again.  Found  os  open,  and 
head  presenting.  As  the  head  was  soft  and  small,  I  grasped  it 
with  my  fingers  and  delivered  it,  causing  the  mother  but  siight 
pain.  It  was  dark,  measured  five  inches,  and  well  preserved, 
save  the  mottled  condition  of  the  skin.  There  was  no  membrane, 
nor  any  signs  of  any  liquor  amnii.  On  examination,  found 
membrane  protruding;  ruptured  the  sac  and  there  was  a  gush 
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of  water — more  than  I  had  ever  witnessed  in  any  case.  A  second 
child.  This  last  one  measured  about  eight  inches,  gasped  a  few 
times  and  expired.     There  was  nothing  abnormal  about  it 

Slight  traction  on  the  cord,  kneading  the  abdomen,  and  giving 
ergot,  with  cold  applications,  failing  to  remove  the  placenta,  I  in- 
troduced my  hand,  and,  to  my  horror,  I  found  that  I  was  dealing 
with  an  adhered  placenta.  So  complete  was  the  adhesion  that  it 
was  with  the  greatest  of  difficulty  that  I  could  make  out  the 
placental  from  the  uterine  tissues.  With  the  ends  of  my  fingers 
I  peeled  off  all  the  placental  mass  that  I  could.  By  cold  appli- 
cations and  the  use  of  ergot,  and  grasping  the  uterus  with  the 
hand  through  the  abdominal  walls,  I  obtained  good  contractions. 
There  was  but  little  hemorrhage.  The  patient's  temperature 
on  the  third  day  registered  102^  F.  The  treatment  consisted  of 
perfect  cleanliness,  quinine,  and  opium  or  morphine,  light  diet, 
and  quiet  of  body  and  mind.  I  used  no  intra-uterine  or  vaginal 
injectioh,  as  the  discharges  were  not  offensive.  The  patient  at 
this  writing  is  in  apparent  good  health. 

(Query.)  Was  there  any  membrane  with  the  first  child  .^  If 
so,  what  had  become  of  it  ?  There  was  no  liquor  amnit,  nor 
any  membranes  that  I  could  discover. 


ABT.  ZXZYII.— Face  Presentations.— Bv  G.  A.  Rowb,  M.  D. 

Every  medical  student  is  ,  familiar  with  the  different  normal 
positions  of  a  presenting  fetal  head — if  not  from  experience, 
from  the  descriptions  given  in  books.  Position,  however,  means 
one  thing,  and  presentation  means  another.  Any  part  of  a  child 
may  present  in  labor,  but  the  head  is  the  only  part  that  takes 
definite  positions.  Obstetricians  describe  six  or  more  normal 
positions  of  the  head,  the  locality  and  direction  of  the  occiput 
indicating  the  position.  There  is  not  a  very  great  deal  of  prac- 
tical benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  description  of  more  than  two 
positions,  but  no  harm  can  come  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
all  of  them.  The  important  thing  to  learn  is  whether  the  occi- 
put looks  forwards  or  backwards ;  so  far  as  pointing  to  the  right 
or  left  side  is  concerned  it  has  no  special  bearing  on  the  labor, 
except  that  it  indicates  the  probable  direction  in  which  rotation 
will  take  place.     It  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  determine 
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the  exact  position  of  the  head,  whether  it  be  left  or  right  occi^ 
pito  anterior  or  posterior;  and  I  dare  say  many  children  are 
born  with  the  particular  position  unknown  to  the  accoucheur. 
It  makes  very  little  difference  indeed  whether  the  exact  position- 
is  known  or  not  before  the  head  reaches  the  brim  of  the  pelvic 
basin,  so  long  as  it  is  known  that  the  occiput  presents.  The 
accoucheur  is  little  concerned,  as  a  rule,  when  he  finds  the  occi- 
put presenting  either  anteriorly  or  posteriorly,  for  he  has  reason 
to  expect  that,  unless  the  child's  head  is  too  large  for  the  mater- 
nal outlet,  or  some  accident  occurs,  the  labor  will  be  a  natural 
one.  There  is  every  reason,  however,  why  the  physician  should 
endeavor  to  ascertain  the  position  and  presentation  before  the 
presenting  part  engages  in  the  upper  strait,  if  any  wrong  is 
found,  for  after  labor  is  well  advanced  it  is  more  difficult  to  cor- 
rect a  wrong  than  in  the  earlier  stages.  I  presume  to  say  that, 
next  to  arm  presentations,  face  presentations  interest  the  phy- 
sician most. 

Whenever  a  presenting  face  is  discovered,  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary that  the  discovery  be  made  early,  so  that  it  may  be  rectified, 
if  possible.  Before  labor  is  well  advanced,  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  determine  a  face  from  a  breast  presentation,  or  a  mon- 
strosity. The  pugged  nose  feels  very  much  like  a  pointed  coc- 
cyx, or  the  uneven  bones  of  a  misshaped  head ;  but  by  sweeping 
the  fingers  about  in  different  directions  the  eyebrows,  eyes, 
mouth  and  chin  can  generally  be  felt.  The  exact  cause  of  face 
presentations  is  not  known,  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  de<^ 
pend  upon  an  excess  of  amniotic  fluid,  or  the  manner  in  which 
It  escapes.  Too  much  liquor  amnii  may  float  the  chin  away 
from  the  breast  early  in  labor,  or  even  before  it  begins,  but  I 
take  it  to  be  rare  that  a  true  face  presentation  occurs  until  after 
the  escape  of  the  waters.  The  third  and  fourth,  or  the  occipito- 
posterior  right  and  left  positions,  are  the  ones  generally  con- 
verted into  face  presentations  by  the  speedy  or  sudden  discharge 
of  the  amniotic  fluids.  It  is  not  easy  to  explain  why  this  is  so, 
unless  it  is  because  the  resistance  of  the  perineal  body  is  less 
than  that  of  the  abdominal  walls,  or  because  the  occiput  locks 
upon  the  perineum,  which  acts  as  a  fulcrum,  and  the  force  of 
uterine   contractions   is  greater  in  the   direction  of  the  meato- 
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occipital  diameter  than  in  the  fronto-occipital.  At  every  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  then,  the  chin  is  forced  further  away  from 
the  breast  until  the  entire  face  presents.  Uterine  expulsive  force 
is  not  concentrated  primarily  in  the  direction  of  the  longitudinal 
diameter  of  the  uterus,  but  in  a  circular  direction.  The  result 
of  the  combined  force  of  contraction  of  the  circular  muscular 
fibers  is  that  of  forcing  the  fetus  in  the  direction  of  the  least  re- 
sistance, which  is  first  towards  the  centre  of  the  uterine  cavity, 
and  finally  towards  the  cervix.  Dilatation  of  the  cervix  is  occa- 
sioned by  exhaustion  of  the  circular  muscular  fibers  of  the  neck, 
due  to  the  prolonged  pressure  of  the  fetal  head.  Only  a  very 
f^w  muscular  fibers  of  the  second  coat  of  the  uterus  run  longi- 
tudinally,  or  in  the  direction  of  the  long  diameter  of  the  uterus, 
whilst'  almost  all  the  fibers  of  the  first  and  third  layers  are  ar- 
ranged circularly.  However,  since  the  cause  of  these  cases 
can  not  easily  be  remedied,  even  though  we  did  know  it,  it  is  of 
greater  importance  to  know  how  to  handle  them  Vvhen  found. 
The  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated  depends  largely 
iipon  circumstances.  Sometimes,  indeed,  they  rectify  themselves, 
and  during  the  process  of  rotation  they  may  be  converted  into 
vertex  presentations;  or,  if  the  woman  has  a  capacious  pelvis 
and  vagina,  the  child  may  be  born  face  first.  If  we  see  the  case 
early,  the  question  of  turning  suggests  itself.  I  do  not  think  it 
always  advisable  to  attempt  to  turn  in  these  cases,  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  qiiite  difiicult  to  accomplish,  but  because  delivery 
can  generally  be  effected  in  the  natural  way,  either  by  manipu- 
lation or  forceps.  If  it  is  decided  not  to  attempt  to  turn,  one  of 
three  things  may  be  done :  first,  let  the  child  alone,  and  permit 
the  face  to  precede ;  second,  attempt  to  return  the  chin  to  the 
breast ;  third,  seek  to  get  the  chin  beneath  the  pubic  arch.  If 
there  is  reason  to  believe  the  child's  head  can  pass  through  the 
straits,  it  may  be  left  to  naturfe  to  do  the  work.  In  order  to  de- 
termine this  point  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  requires  instru- 
ments of  measurement  which  few  physicians  have ;  but  an  ap- 
proximate idea  may  be  formed  by  measurement  with  the  fingers, 
which  is  faulty  at  best.  The  second  object  may  be  accom- 
plished if  the  case  is  not  seen  too  late,  if  the  head  i$  not  itn- 
JDHcted  in  the  pelvic  cavity.     During  a  pain  the  forehead  is  to 
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be  pressed  upwards  with  one  or  two  fingers,  keeping  up  the 
pressure  until  the  chin  again  rests  upon  the  breast.  If  flexion 
cannot  be  secured,  the  attempt  should  then  he  made  to  bring  the 
chin  under  the  pubic  arch.  This  requires  a  good  d^al  of  force, 
and,  with  the  exact  relation  of  the  chin  and  pubis  in  mind,  effort 
s'hould  be  made  to  have  the  occipito-mental  diameter  of  the 
child's  head  take  the  direction  of  the  pubo-sacral  or  oblique 
diameter  of  the  maternal  pelvis.  One  or  two  fingers  should  be 
hooked  over  the  chin,  and  a  steady,  •  strong  pull  made  in  the 
direction  of  the  pubic  curve.  The  fingers  may  slip  off,  but  if 
they  do,  take  k  new  hold,  and  keep  up  {nulling  during  each  pain. 
If  the  fingers  barinot  be  made  to  hold  on  to' the  chin ^  force  them 
into  the  child's  mouth,  and  make  traction  upon  the  gums.  Too 
lYiuch'force  must  not  be  applied  to  the  gums,  for  fear  of  dislocating 
the  Jaw,  yet  that  accident  is  not  likely  to  occur.  It  any  of  the 
foregoing  objects  can  not  be  accomplished  by  nature  or  manipu- 
lation, apply  the  forceps  and  deliver.  It  must  not  be  inferred 
from  what  has  been  said  that  the  use  of  the  forceps  must  be  loiig 
delayed  if  the  mother  is  threatened  with  any  dangers ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are  to  be  used  as  early  as  possible.  If  con- 
vulsions, flooding,  or  exhaustion  occurs,  apply  the  forceps  at 
once  and  deliver.  The.danger  of  perineal  rupture  increases  with 
the  use  of  forceps,  not  only  in  face  presentations,  but  in  any 
other  in  which  they  are  used.  I  can  not  agree  with  some  authors 
and  writers  who  contend  that  the  use  of  forceps  lessens  the  ten- 
dency to  perineal  laceration.  However,  since  the  perineum  is 
likely  to  tear  in  face  presentations,  with  or  without  the  use  of 
forceps,  we  should  not  let  that  fact  influence  us.  A  torn  peri- 
rieum  can  easily  be  closed  up,  and  it  will  get  well  anyhow. 

When  the  physician  encounters  a  case  of  face  presentation,  he 
should  always  tell  the  husband  or  friends  the  nature  of  it,  and 
what  the  sequels  are  likely  to  be.  If  they  are  told  that  she  is 
liable  to  have  convulsions,  that  the  vagina  and  perineum  are 
liable  to  be  considerably  torn,  that'  she  will  probably  have  a 
hard  tifne^  they  will  not  be  astonished  if  an  accident  occurs ; 
whilst  if  he  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  prevent  any  serious 
event,  he  will  acquire  an  especial  amount  of  fame  as  an  ac- 
coucheur.    It  will  advertise  him  well ;  and  in  these   times  of 
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professional  environments,  in  which  the  physician  has  so  few 
opportunities  to  advertise  himself,  he  is  justified  in  keeping  the 
fact  before  them  that  only  the  skillful  hand  can  accomplish 
such  happy  results. 

Notwithstanding  that  these  cases  are  always  fraught  with  more 
or  less  danger,  the  physician  should  be  particularly  careful  not  to 
manifest  any  alarm  or  uneasiness.  It  is  wonderful  what  assur- 
ance it  affords  patients  to  see  that  the  doctor  is  not  frightened 
at  the  state  of  things.  When  the  neighbor  women  learn  that 
something  is  wrongs  they  will  tip-toe  about  the  rooms  and  whis- 
per to  one  another,  with  long  sorrowful  faces,  and  about  the 
only  part  of  the  conversation  the  patient  can  catch  is,  ^^t's  too 
bad;  I  feel  so  sorry  for  her  poor  husband.*'  These  subdued 
conversations  are  intended  to  g|*eatly  alarm  the  patient,  and 
cause  her  to  imagine  all  sorts  of  terrors,  and  even  to  have  the 
effdct  of.  checking  all  labor  pains.  The  physician  should  not 
permit  such  conduct  in  the  lying-in  room,  but  assure  the  friends 
thatthiQ  worst  will  probably  be  escaped,  and  that  the  husband 
generally  gets  through  all  right.  In  a  recent  case  of  this  kind, 
in  which  I  was  called  to  render  professional  services,  I  am  sure 
that  my  composure  was  the  only  thing  that  kept  me  from  being 
discharged.  The  pains  were  peculiarly  weak  and  aggravating 
fo'*  the  first  eight  hours,  and  the  husband  and  friends  were  greatly 
excited  and  wanted  to  send  for  the  priest.  When  they  saw  how 
apparently  unconcerned  I  was,  and  when  I  told  them  not  to  act 
foolishly,  their  fears  were  greatly  allayed.  After  the  woman 
was  safely  delivered  of  an  eleven  and  a  half  pound  baby,  they 
were  profuse  with  blessings  and  thanks.  However,  I  do  not 
always  depend  too  much  on  the  sincerity  of  an  Irishman's  praise 
until  he  has  paid  his  bill. 


ABT.  XXZyill.— the   Amount    of  Vaecination   Heoessary.— 
By  Henry  Reynolds,  M.  D.,  Auburn,  Maine. 

The  prevalence  of  small-pox  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
will  cause  many  persons  to  seek  protection  from  it  by  vaccina- 
tion, and  it  is  important  that  vs^cclnation  be  properly  perform^^l- 
The  first  vaccination  is  especially  important,  as  it  often  happens 
that  after  one  vaccination  which  ^^  took,"  as  it  is  termed,  it  is 
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difficult  subsequently  to  effectually  vaccinate,  although  the  ap* 
pearance  of  the  cicatrix  or  cicatrices  left  by  the  first  vaccination 
makes  it  probable  that  the  system  is  only  imperfectly  protected. 
In  vaccinating  a  person  for  the  first  time,  it  is  important  to  insert 
the  virus  in  several  places,  or  upon  a  sufficiently  large  surface  to 
insure  full  protection.  Some  practitioners  say  that  the  insertion 
of  tl^e  virus  in  one  small  place,  if  it  only  '*  takes,"  is  as  effectual 
as  it  would  be  if  inserted  in  more  places,  or  on  a  greater  extent 
of  surface.  Observations  made  by  Drs.  Seaton  and  Buchanan, 
during  the  epidemic  of  small-pox  in  London  in  1863,  showed 
that  the  degree  of  protection  afforded  by  vaccination  was  to 
some  extent  proportioned  to  the  number  of  vaccine  cicatrices 
which  the  persons  had.  Observations  were  made  upon  50,000 
school  children  (see  Reynolds^  System  of  Medicine^  vol.  i., 
p.  169,  Am.  ed.),  and  the  following  table  was  constructed  to 
show  the  proportion  of  children  in  1,000  of  each  class  who  were 
marked  with  sraall-pox: 

a.  Having  one  vaccine  cicatrix         ....  6.80 

b.  Having  two  vaccine  cicatrices  ...  2.49 

c.  Having  three  vaccine  cicatrices   -        -        •        -  1.42 

d.  Having  four  or  more  vaccine  cicatrices    -         -  0.67 

These  figures  show  that  four  or  more  vaccine  cicatrices  were  ten 
times  as  protective  as  only  one,  which  is  a  very  important  matter 
to  bear  in  mind  when  vaccinating,  to  insure  full  protection  from 
the  small-pox.  It  was  also  found  by  the  same  physicians 
that  those  vaccine  marks  which  were  most  distinct  afforded  the 
best  protection.  Dr.  Seaton  says:  **  On  taking  the  returns,  it 
appeared  that  of  children  having  four  or  more  perfect  vaccine 
marks  only  0.62  per  thousand  had  any  trace  of  small-pox,  while 
of  those  who  had  a  single  bad  mark  of  vaccination  19  per 
thousand  were  scarred  by  small-pox.  As  against  small-pox, 
therefore,  of  such  extent  as  to  leave  any  traces,  the  best  vac- 
cination had  been  upwards  of  thirty  times  as  protective  as  the 
worst.'* 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  will  it  not  be  advisable  for 
physicians,  in  performing  vaccination,  to  insert  the  virus  in  four 
or  five  places,  instead  of  one  or  two  as  at  present  practiced  by 
many?    Certainly  no  harm  can  come  of  it,  and  there  is,  to  say 
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the  least,  a  strong  probability  that  a  greater  degree  of  protection 
against  small-pox  will  thereby  be  obtained.  Especially  is  this 
desirable  in  first  vaccinations,  in  order  to  secure  as  full  protec* 
tion  as  possible.  These  thoughts  are  suggested  at  this  time  for 
the  consideration  of  the  profession. 


ABSTBACTS. 


Brief  Hotes  on  the  Treatment  of  Aoate  Coryia. — By  Solomon 

SOLIS-COHEN,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

It  is  related  of  a  celebrated  French  physician  that,  when  asked 
how  he  treated  a  cold  in  the  head,  he  replied,  **With  contempt.*' 
That  some  colds  may  be  safely  treated  in  this  .manner,  universal 
experience  will  testify.  That  many  attacks  of  acute  coryza 
cause  pain  and  distress  sufficient  to  demand  the  best  efforts  of 
the  physician  for  their  relief,  must  be  n6t  alone  within  the  ob- 
servation, but  among  the  personal  experiences  of  all.  The 
writer  has  had  occasion  to  test  the  methods  here  related  upon 
his  own  person,  and  can,  therefore,  speak  with  a  realizing  sense 
of  the  relief  afforded  from  annoying  symptoms.  The  property 
possessed  by  belladonna,  of  checking  secretion  from  mucous 
surfaces,  long  ago  suggested  the  employment  of  this  drug  in 
acute  coryza.  I  have,  however,  been  unable  to  find  any  refer-  . 
ence  to  it  in  the  treatises  of  Mackenzie  or  Bosworth,  the  most 
recent  works  .published  in  the  vernacular  upon  the  special  sub- 
ject of  diseases  of  the  upper  air  passages. 

Dr.  Beverley  Robinson,  of  New  York,  speaks  highly  of  the 
local  use  of  a  powder  of  belladonna  leaves,  morphine  sulphate, 
and  acacia,  but  does  not  mention  the  internal  administration  of 
the  drug.  J.  Solis-Cohen  alludes  favorably  to  the  use  of  the 
tincture  of  belladonna  in  doses  of  twenty  minims.  M.  Gentil- 
homme  reports  that  he  has  succeeded  in  arresting  the  disease  in 
several  bad  cases,  attended  with  abundant  secretion,  fever,  and 
embarrassment  of  respiration,  by  the  use  of  atropine  sulphate 
in  doses  of  one-half  milligramme,  given  at  the  commencement 
of  the  inflammatory  period.  My  own  experience  with  atropine 
has  been  equally  fortunate.     It  must  bp  given  early  in  the  attack. 
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and'Wh^n  so  given  is  veritably  abortive  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten. 
I  have  tried  several  methods  of  administration,  employing  gran- 
ules and  triturations  of  i-ioothand  i- 1 20th  gr.,  and  a  solution 
of  one  grain  of  the  salt  to  the  ounce  of  water,  of  which  the 
usual  dose  is  four  minims  (i-i20th  gr.).  The  latter  method  is 
preferable  with  patients  upon  whose  discretion  we  can  fully  rely, 
and  to  whom  we  feel  no  hesitation  in  intrusting  a  prescription 
for  a  poisonous  drug.  With  other  individuals  it  is  safer  practice 
to  hand  the  patient  three  or  four  triturates  or  granules  of  the 
dose  desired,  writing  explicit  directions  as  to  their  use  upon  the 
envelope  containing  them.  The  manner  of  using  the  remedy 
which  has  proved  most  efficacious  is  to  administer  i~  120th  grain 
at  the  first  interview  (if  this  be  on  the  first  or  second  day  of  the 
attack),  and  to  repeat  the  dose  in  four  hours,  provided  there  be 
no  dryness  of  the  throat.  The  rule  for  the  third  dose  is  the 
same ;  dryness  of  the  throat  or  dilatation  of  the  pupils  being  the 
indication  to  stop  the  remedy. 

When  a  case  is  seen  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  two 
doses  will  often  bring  the  affection  under  such  complete  con- 
trol that  the  patient  does  not  resort  to  any  further  medication. 
Secretion  of  thick,  yellowish  mucus,  requiring  the  occasional 
use  of  the  handkerchief,  will,  however,  persist  for  about  a  week, 
but  there  is^  ordinarily,  no  embarrassment  to  breathing.  Some- 
times it  is  necessary  to  repeat  the  dosage  in  the  same  manner  on 
the  following  day,  the  indication  being  the  renewal  of  watery 
discharge,  suffusion  of  the  eyes,  and  more  or  less  *'  stufHness  " 
of  the  nose.  In  order  to  secure  the  full  therapeutic  benefit  of 
the  atropine  in  severe  cases,  it  must  be  pushed  until  the  physio- 
logical effect  is  produced ;  that  is,  dryness  of  the  throat  and 
dilatation  of  the  pupil.  One  patient  complained  of  the  former 
symptom,  that  it  was  worse  than  the  disease.  In  one  case, 
i-i6th  gr.  of  pilocarpine  hydrochlorate  was  administered  by  the 
mouth,  with  the  effect  oi  relieving  the  unpleasant  sensations. 
Ordinarily,  however,  the  dryness  is  readily  overcome  by  allowing 
a  few  pellets  of  ice  to  melt  in  the  mouth,  or  by  rinsing  the 
mouth  from  time  to  time  with  cold  water. 

More  recently  the  effect  of  cocaine  in  emptying  the  engorged 
venous  sinuses  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  first  prominently 
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called  to  professional  attention  by  Dr.  Bosworth,  has  led  to  its 
employment  in  the  treatment  of  acute  coryza.  While  the  relief 
is  almost  immediate,  even  in  cases  where  there  has  been  great 
obstruction  to  breathing,  the  effect  passes  away  in  from  two  to 
three  hours,  and  the  drug  is  too  expensive  to  use  as  often  as  may 
be  necessary.  I  have  found  the  fluid  extract  of  erythroxylon  to 
be  equally  efficacious,  if  instilled  into  the  nose  in  sufficient 
quantity.  The  alcohol  of  the  fluid  extract  is,  however,  objec* 
tionable,  producing  considerable  smarting.  An  effusion  can  be 
made  of  equal  strength  by  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of 
glycerin,  and  by  this  means  we  get  rid  of  all  unpleasant  effects 
not  inseparable  from  the  drug.  The  employment  of  a  prepara- 
tion of  coca  will  give  excellent  results  in  connection  with  the 
atropine  treatment.  The  patient  is  given  a  glass  ^*  dropper " 
slightly  curved  at  the  end,  such  as  is  used  by  oculists,  and  in- 
structed to  flood  the  nose  with  the  infusion  of  coca  whenever  it 
becomes  ^^  stopped  up."  He  is  directed  to  draw  the  medicine 
back  into  the  throat,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  reaching  the  pos- 
terior ends  of  the  turbinated  bodies. 

While  not  denying  the  advantage  of  the  good  old  methods  of 
treating  acute  coryza  with  Dover's  powder,  foot-baths,  etc.,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  plan  above  described,  namely,  small 
doses  of  atropine  pushed  to  the  point  of  physiological  effect, 
with  local  use  of  cocaine  or  infusion  of  coca,  will  be  found  the 
most  convenient  and  effective  for  the  majority  of  cases.  Like 
everything  else,  even  quinine,  it  will  sometimes  fail.  In  one 
case  of  acute  coryza  I  tried  pilocarpine,  producing  but  slight 
perspiration,  but  apparently  curing  the  cold.  As  my  experience 
?s  limited  to  this  one  case,  which  may  be  an  example  of  post  Aoc, 
and  not  propter  Aoc,  I  do  not  claim  anything  for  the  treatment. 
In  all  cases,  however  treated,  a  brisk  salfne  cathartic  adminis- 
tered at  the  outset  is  found  of  the  greatest  advantage. 

Where  cases  are  seen  too  late  to  employ  atropine  with  advan- 
tage, good  results  have  sometimes  been  obtained  from  ammo- 
nium salicylate  in  doses  of  ten  to  fifteen  grains,  repeated  every 
second  hour  until  tinnitus  aurium  is  produced.  Salicin,  sali- 
cylic acid,  and  sodium  salicylate  have  not  seemed  to  be  equally 
efficacious  with  the  ammonium  salt. 
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In  a  few  cased  of  influenza,  in  which  the  coryza  has  been  quite 
severe,  in  some  of  which  there  has  been  mach  conjunctival  dis- 
tress, and  in  all  of  which  headache  and  lassitude  have  been 
marked,  though  the  febrile  symptoms  have  been  mild,  cinchoni- 
*  dine  salicylate  has  apparently  been  of  great  benefit,  while  the 
infusion  of  erythroxylon  has  been  of  inestimable  value  in  reliev- 
ing the  distress  occasioned  by  the  nasal  symptoms. —  College  and 
Clinical  Record. 


Headaolie  and  other  Beflex  Varvoni  Troubles  m  the  Seanlt  of 
Bye  Strain— with  Biz  lUtutratiTo  Oases.— By  A.  R.  Baker, 
^f.  D. 

Case  I. — Miss  B ,  aged  twenty,  was  not  able  to  read  at 

night  for  several  years.  Left  school  on  account  of  '^weak"  eyes. 
Never  had  any  pain  in  the  eyes,  but  had  been  an  almost  constant 
sufferer  from  frontal  headache.  Could  not  sew  on  striped  goods, 
and  walking  behind  a  person  with  a  striped  dress  always  made 
her  dizzy;  and  several  times,  when  ironing  striped  material,  she 
became  so  sick  as  to  produce  vomiting.  She  compared  her  feel- 
ings at  such  times  to  being  sea-sick.  She  had  compound  hyper- 
metropic astigpfnatism,  and  when  corrected  was  entirely  free  from 
all  her  unpleasant  sensations,  and  could  read  all  night,  as  she 
expressed  herself  a  year  afterward. 

Case  II. — Mr.   E ,  aged    twenty-nine,  principal,   public 

schools,  has  been  a  sufferer  from  periodical  headaches  for 
ten  or  fifteen  years,  returning  regularly  two  or  three  times  a 
month.  During  vacations  he  was  free  from  headaches,  unless 
he  attempted  to  read,  which  he  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 
Attacks  were  so  severe  as  to  incapacitate  him  from  work  for  two 
or  three  days,  and  he  would  have  been  compelled  to  resign  his 
position,  if  it  were  not  that  his  headaches  usually  commenced  on 
Fridays,  and  he  was  able  to  return  to  his  work  on  Mondays. 
The  only  way  in  which  he  could  get  relief  from  the  intolerable 
pain  was  from  the  hypodermic  use  of  morphia.  The  quantity 
had  gradually  been  increased,  until  several  grains  were  required, 
ani  as  the  result  his  bowels  and  digestive  apparatus  were  always 
in  a  bad  condition.  Since  being  corrected  for  a  high  degree  of 
hyermetropic  astigmatism  he  has  not  had  a  single  attack  of  head- 
ache, a  period  of  almost  two  years. 
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Case  III. — Fred.  A—: — ,  aged  nine,  never  had  any  trouble 
with  his  eyes,  until,  after  an  attack  of  measles,  he  was  suddenly 
taken  with  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  '^blinking,"  and  was 
not  able  to  read,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  school.  Upon 
every  effort  to  read,  there  was  a  spasmodic  opening  and  closing, 
of  ths  lids,  almost  choreic  in  character.  Eyes  water,  and  feel 
weak  and  somewhat  sensitive  to  light,  but  no  pain  in  head  or 
eyes.  There  was  about  i  D.  of  hypermetropia,  and  when  cor- 
rected he  was  able  to  return  to  school  and  do  his  work  with  no 
further  trouble.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  along 
.without  the  use  of  the  spectacles,  each  time  with  a  return  of  the 
"blinking." 

Case  IV. — Frank  W ,  aged   twelve,   ever  since   he   had 

measles,  six  or  eight  years  ago,  has  had  trouble  with  lid  mar- 
gins. They  are  red,  lashes  gone  in  places,  at  others  matted  to- 
gether in  pencils.  Margins  of  lids  scaly,  with  small  scabs  scat- 
tered irregularly,  covering  small  ulcers ;  lids  slightly  everted, 
showing  a  Itttle  of  the  conjunctiva,  giving  the  eyes  a  red,  un- 
pleasant appearance.  The  boy  has  been  under  almost  constant 
treatment  for  years,  sometimes  better,  sometimes  worse,  but 
never  any  permanent  improvement.  I  suspected  hypermetropia 
at  once,  but  from  a  hasty  examination  without  atropia  I  failed 
to  discover  any.  After  treating  the  case  unsuccessfully  for  some 
time,  I  paralyzed  the  accommodation  thoroughly  with  atropia, 
and  unmasked  i  D.  of  latent  hypermetropia.  I  gave  him  a  pair 
of  spectacles,  with  instructions  to  wear  them  constantly.  At 
the  end  of  one  month,  with  no  other  treatment,  the  lids  were 
looking  quite  well,  and  in  two  months  they  were  perfectly  well. 

Casb  V. — Master  Willie  P ,  aged  six,  brought  to  me  two 

years  ago  with  convergent  strabismus.  I  corrected  his  hyper- 
metropia fully,  with  suitable  spectacles ;  in  a  few  days  his  eyes 
became  straight,  and  have  continued  so  up  to  the  presnt  time. 

Case  VI. — Miss  Alice  K ,  aged  fourteen ;  since  a  child  the 

hair  on  the  top  of  her  head  has  never  grown  over  half  an  inch 
in  length.  It  is  cosrse,  hard  and  curly,  ends  broken  and  split; 
looks  very  much  like  the  hair  of  a  negro.  On  the  back  part  of 
the  neck  the  hair  is  fine  and  glossy,  and  would  grow  several  feet 
in  length.     Family  history  good ;  general  condition  good.     The 
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skin  is  apparently  healthy,  and  no  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
the  condition  of  her  hair.  She  had  consulted  leading  dermatolo- 
gists, both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  undergone  treatment  ex- 
ternally and  internally,  from  physicians,  regular,  irregular  and 
defective.  She  has  suffered  at  times  severely  from  headaches^ 
but  in  other  respects  has  always  been  healthy.  I  was  consulted 
on  account  of  her  eyes  giving  her  some  i  rouble  in  school  during 
the  winter.  Eyes  tired  easily,  and  suffered  more  than  usual  from 
headache.  I  found  she  was  hypermetropic,  and  prescribed 
glasses  accordingly.  As  I  expected,  she  was  freed  from  head- 
ache, but  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  learn  that  her  hair  com- 
menced growing  at  once ;  at  present  it  is  fine  and  glossy,  reach- 
ing to  her  waist,  and  no  difference  is  to  be  noted  between  that 
on  the  top  of  her  head  and  elsewhere. 

Whatever  theory  we  may  maintain  with  regard  to  the  relation 
of  the  sympathetic  to  the  cerebro-spinal  nervous  system,  and  the 
influence  one  exerts  upon  the  other,  the  well-known  experiments 
of  Claude  Bernard,  of  dividing  a  branch  of  the  sympathetic,  is 
known  to  excite  a  very  decided  influence  upon  the  circulation, 
calorification,  secretion  and  nutrition  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is 
distributed ;  while  exciting  the  same  nerve  by  the  galvanic  cur- 
rent or  otherwise  produces  a  series  of  phenomena  exactly  the 
opposite.  From  these  well-known  considerations,  as  well  as 
from  the  clinical  observationjof  reflex  nervous  troubles  in  various 
organs  distant  front  the  source  of  irritation,  such  as  the  vomiting 
of  pregnancy,  pain  in  the  knee  from  morbus  coxarius,  pain  in 
the  penis  from  the  irritation  of  stone,  supraorbital  neuralgia  as 
the  result  of  dental  irritation,  cough  as  the  result  of  a  plug  of 
wax  in  the  ear,  etc.,  it  can  be  easily  understood  how  the  constant 
irritation  produced  by  the  incessant  eye-strain,  as  the  result  of 
hypermetropia  or  astigmatism,  might  cause  the  intense  head- 
aches, the  dizziness  and  sickness  of  the  stomach,  the  reflex  nervous 
disturbances  of  almost  every  organ,  and  even  the  disturbance 
of  nutrition  which  prevented  the  growth  of  hair,  as  in  Case  VI. 

The  sickness  at  the  stomach  and  dizziness  I  have  found  quite 
a  frequent  complaint  in  astigmatism,  usually  accompanied  with 
more  or  less  headache.  One  case  I  remember  fitting  with  spec- 
tacles some  years  since,  said  that  even  the  mention  of  a  barber's 
pole  made  him  feel  uncomfortable  about  the  pit  of  his  stomach. 
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The  patient's  comparison  of  her  sensation  with  that  of  sea-sick- 
ness was  very  apropos^  as  the  cause  in  both  cases  is  similar. 
One  of  the  principal  causes  of  sea-sickness  is  the  constant  effort 
required  to  aceommodate  the  eye  to  constantly  changing  dis- 
tances; the  same  is  true  of  riding  on  the  railroad,  swinging,  etc. 

In  cases  of  refractive  error  the  pain  very  frequently  is  not  re- 
ferred to  the  eye  itself.  In  fact  I  think  it  is  rather  exceptional 
where  such  is  the  case.  Pain  is  usually  complained  of  either  in 
the  frontal  region,  temples,  or  back  of  the  neck.  Dr.  S.  Weir 
Mitchell,  in  an  article  in  the  American  Medical  Journal, 
1874,  says,  "that  while  there  may  be  no  pain  or  sense  of  fatigue 
in  the  eye,  the  strain  is  interpreted  solely  by  the  occipital  or 
frontal  headache.'*  The  patient  when  interrogated  will  usually 
say  that  the  eyes  are  "weak,"  and  "blur,"  and  get  "tired" 
easily,  but  seldom  associate  their  headache  with  their  eyes.  It  is 
not  to  be  imagined  that  every  headache  is  the  result  of  error  of 
refraction ;  no  more  than  that  every  case  of  infantile  convulsions 
is  due  to  an  elongated  prepuce.  But  when  no  other  cause  can 
be  discovered,  every  case  of  headache  should  be  examined  care- 
fully  for  errors  of  refraction.  The  accommodation  should  be 
thoroughly  paralyzed  with  atropia,  as  the  hypermetropia  may  be 
latent,  as  in  Case  IV. ,  and  not  be  discovered  by  the  use  of  test- 
types.  It  is  not  unusual  to  meet  hypermetropes  wearing  concave 
lenses  fitted  by  opticians. 

Cases  of  blepharitis  marginalis  are  met  with  daily  as  the  result 
of  refractive  troubles  in  ophthalmic  practice.  I  usually  recog- 
nize cases  of  hypermetropia  in  children  as  soon  as  they  enter  the 
consultation-room,  from  the  condition  of  the  margins  of  the  lid.s, 
especially  in  dispensary  practice,  where  strict  attention  to  wash- 
ing off  the  scales  is  not  observed.  If  this  constant  eye-strain 
produces  such  marked  changes  on  the  lids,  what  must  be  the  re- 
sult on  the  eye  itself.? 

Convergent  strabismus  is  the  result  of  hypermetropia,  and 
could  be  prevented  if  glasses  were  fitted  and  worn  early  enough. 
Childen  four  years  of  age  will  wear  spectacles  without  trouble. 
The  benefit  to  be  gained  from  wearing  spectacles  early  is  not 
only  the  avoidance  of  an  operation,  which  is  a  secondary  matter, 
but  it  preserves  binocular  vision,  which  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance. 
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A  Shocking  Child-Bed  Chamber. 

The  following  was  addressed  to  the  Medical  World: 

As  I  wish  to  impress  a  lesson  on  the  youthful  practitioner  who 
may  read  this  item,  I  have  permitted  my  pen  to  head  this  article 
as  above. 

And  so  it  was  to  me,  at  least.  I  had  been  educated  by  a  hard 
*' old-school  calomel-and-jalap  *'  doctor;  I  had  the  hard  old- 
school  diploma;  and  had  had  twelve  years  of  regular  ^*  the 
medical  profession"  practice,  when  Dr.  John  Smith,  two-hun- 
dredth-trituration  M.  D..,  called  on  me  and  said:  **  Mrs.  Clara 
Money-bags,  wife  of  General  Rifled-Gun-Shot,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  expects  to  be  confined  in  a  day  or  two'.  I  cannot 
allow  her  to  be  in  any  peril,  and  have  concluded  to  ask  you  to 
be  counsel  in  the  case,  if  your  exclusive  New  York  State  code 
will  permit  you  to  consult  with  us  practitioners,  as  highly  edu- 
cated as  yourselves." 

As  some  of  us  had  then  determined  to  break  down  *^  The 
Code  "  in  this  State,  as  we  have  since  done  to  the  disgust  of  the 
American  Association,  I  consented  to  be  counsel. 

The  beautiful  woman  lay  in  her  splendid  mansion,  and  in  a 
very  exhausted  state ;  the  child  was  born,  the  lady  lying  com- 
posed, but  as  I  thought  in  a  dangerous  state.  I  suggested  bran- 
dy. Dr.  Two-hundredth-trituration  shook  his  head,  but  did  not 
whisper  even.  I  suggested  hot  water,  ergot  and  other  expe- 
dients. He  replied  in  the  lowest  audible  whisper,  "  meddlesome 
midwifery." 

I  examined  the  vagina  and  uterus  for  hemon*hage ;  there  was 
none.  He  then  smoothed  the  clothes  about  the  mother's  per- 
son, aided  by  the  experienced  nurse,  took  a  spoon  and  counted 
ten  drops  of  the  first  decimal  dilution  of  ergot,  and  without  a 
word  presented  it  to  her  lips  in  a  spoonful  of  water.  She  swal- 
lowed it  with  unmpved  head.  He  motioned  silence  to  the 
nurse,  and  motioned  the  husband  out  of  the  room  ;  he  whispered 
*^  quiet,  sleep,  now,"  and  we  too  left  the  room.  The  room 
was  so  still  that  the  breathing  of  the  nurse  was  audible. 

We  descended  the  stairs  to  the  parlor,  where  the  two-hun- 
dredth dilution  doctor  said:  "^  All  is  right;  I  shall  give  her  the 
purest  ice  water,  have  perfect  stillness,  rest  and  recovery." 
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Away  had  gone  brandy,  bandage  and  all  else  that  had  kept 
me  so  busy  as  a  fussing  old-school  doctor. 

There  was  to  be  no  food  administered  for  thirty  hours  except 
a  tablespoonful  of  milk  in  a  little  water ;  no  morphine,  no  hy- 
podermics; nothing  but  stillness,  rest,  cheerfulness,  hope,  peace- 
fulness  ! — these  so  marked  that  the  very  walls  of  the  house  were 
participants  in  the  wonderful  spell  of  quietude. 

We  called  the  next  day  at  ten  a.  m.  The  woman  smiled,  was 
stronger  and  wonderfully  better,  and  recovered,  by  water,  per- 
fectly pure  milk  and  water,  care,  and  not  a  two- hundredth  or 
eight-hundredth  dilution,  nor  a  sugar  pellet. 

All  I  can*  say  is,  I  was  *' shocked"  that  a  feeble,  thread-like 
pulse,  and  exhaustion  to  incipient  death,  needed  only  silence, 
rest  and  cheerfulness  to  recover.  Certainly  she  had  not  that 
pale,  ghastly,  sweating,  brandy-and-whisky  countenance  that 
we  all  see  on  the  sick  bed ;  nor  the  nausea  of  the  morphine  and 
liypodermic  syringe ;  nor  the  ghastly  effects  of  cathartics ;  nor 
any  puerperal  fever ;  no  anything,  but  a  splendid  getting  along 
and  recovery. 

And  this  we  call  "irregular,"  ''ignorance,"  /'unskilled 
practice,"  not  to  be  countenanced  nor  to  be  met  in  consultation 
by  us  medical  gentlemen. 

It  has,  at  least,  this  lesson :  that  the  medical  profession  is  ad- 
vancing to  the  medical  truths ;  that  neither  in  health  nor  in  sick- 
ness is  alcohol  of  the  least  use  whatsoever ;  that  the  sooner  we 
abandon  alcoholic  preparations  of  all  kinds,  the  better ;  that  we 
often  injure,  by  opiates,  the  natural  rest  that  would,  under  proper 
conditions,  be  better  than  all  we  could  do  by  morphine ;  that  our 
medicines  are  often  useless ;  that  we  can  implicitly  trust  nature, 
and  had  better  do  it  far  more  than  we  are  accustomed  to  do  \ 
that  the  shock  of  child-birth,  fractures,  railway  and  runaway 
vehicle  accidents  are  better  treated  by  quietude  and  milk  and 
water  than  by  stimulants  and  medicines ;  that^  even  if  we  ignore 
and  despise  the  homceopathist,  they  are  in  many  cases  educated 
and  skillful  men,  and  have  demonstrated  ably  some  of  the  finest 
methods  of  management  of  the  last  fifteen  years ;  that  "The 
Code,"  as  it  is  called,  in  the  end  must  go,  and  all  educated  prac- 
titioners be  treated  as  gentlemen,  equal  to  us  who  are  of  the 
regular  and  older  school. 


Abstracts.  458 

I  never  expect  to  be  a  homooopathist,  but  I  will  not  blind  my 
eyes  to  an3rthing:  that  is  good  in  itself.  This  '*  shocking  child- 
bed," and  its  singularly  happy  result  in  bounding  health  without 
a  mishap,  has  saved  myself  and  my  patients  very  much  *'  med- 
dlesome midwifery,"  as  well  as  much  morphine,  quinine,  and 
the  use  of  my  hypodermic  syringe,  in  cases  of  shock,  depression 
and  accidents. 

Ithaca,  N.  Y.  S.  J.  Parker,  M.  D. 

[This  fellow  is  turning  Eclectic. — Editor.] 


On  the  Setention  of  the  Liquor  Amnii  at  a  CanBO  of  Diffioult 
Labor.* 

When  I  was  appointed  to  the  chairmanship  of  the  Bureau  of 
Obstetrics,  at  your  last  meeting,  I  accepted  the  position,  and 
was  proud  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me.  But  I  found  that 
prior  engagements,  and  my  visit  of  two  months  to  Florida, 
would  not  allow  me  to  manage  the  Bureau  as  thoroughly  as  I 
thought  it  ought  to  be. 

I  therefore  asked  Dr.  L.  C.  Grosvenor  to  accept  my  place, 
which  he  kindly  consented  to  do. 

This  much  as  an  apology,  and  to  explain  my  seeming  declina- 
tion of  the  honor. 

The  subject  which  I  have  chosen  is  one  which  has  greatly  in- 
terested me.  It  is  a  practical  one,  and  concerns  in  a  special 
manner  the  lying-in  patients  under  our  care. 

Many  years  ago,  during  the  early  years  of  my  practice,  I  had 
a  very  annoying  case  of  difficult  labor. 

A  delicate  woman,  the  mother  of  two  children — the  youngest 
six  years  of  age — was  taken  in  labor  about  midnight.  On  my 
first  examination,  the  os  was  dilated  about  the  size  of  half  a  dol- 
lar, and  appeared  soft  and  yielding.  The  labor  seemed  to  progress 
well  enough  for  several  hours,  but  I  observed  that  no  protrusion 
of  the  bag  of  waters  occurred.  The  pains  were  very  strong  and 
regular.  After  about  eight  hours,  I  observed  that  although  the 
OS  was  fully  dilated,  no  progress  was  made.  The  position  of 
the  head  was  not  abnormal,  but  remained  at  the  superior  strait. 
The  pains  now  became  violent,   spasmodic,    and  the   patient 

*Read  before  the  Illinois  Medical  Association,  at  Peoria,  Jane,  1885. 
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screamed  in  her  agony  that  she  would  surely  die  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  pain  unless  some  relief  was  given  her. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  if  the  membranes  were  ruptured  it 
would  give  her  relief.  But  this,  I  found,  was  difficult  to  accom- 
plish. However,  I  managed,  during  an  interval  between  the 
pains,  to  push  the  head  up  violently,  when  a  small  bag  of  waters 
came  down.  This  I  forcibly  ruptured  with  my  finger  nail,  when 
a  torrent  of  water  was  expelled,  the  head  came  down  rapidly, 
and  the  child  was  expelled  with  a  few  pains. 

On  my  return  to  my  office  I  consulted  Meiggs,  Churchill  and 
other  authorities,  but  could  find  no  similar  case,  or  any  men- 
tion of  such  a  retardation  of  labor,  or  the  means  of  its  removal. 
Bnt  in  studying  the  physiology  of  labor,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
the  retention  of  a  large  quantity  of  water  would  result  in  one  of 
two  conditions,  namely :  spasmodic^  agonizing  painSy  or  pa- 
ralysis  of  the  uterus.  Of  the  methods  of  relief  there  were  evi- 
dently two  —  rupture  of  the  membranes,  or  delivery  by  the 
forceps.  Several  years  passed  before  I  encountered  another 
case  of  dystochia  due  to  retention  of  the  waters. 

A  young  woman,  the  mother  of  a  child  six  years  of  age,  was 
taken  in  labor  in  the  night.  I  found  the  same  conditions  as  in 
the  above  case,  but  after  ten  hours  of  violent  pain,  with  no  pro- 
trusion of  the  bag,  the  pain  suddenly  ceased,  and  alarming  symp- 
toms, similar  to  fainting  or  collapse,  set  in.  I  feared  concealed 
haemorrhage  or  rupture  of  the  uterus.  Hastily  applying  my 
long  forceps  to  the  head  above  the  brim,  and  just  as  I  was  about 
to  make  a  traction,  I  was  deluged  by  an  enormous  rush  of  water, 
and,  unaided  by  the  forceps,  a  violent  expulsive  pain  came  on, 
which  nearly  expelled  the  child  before  I  could  remove  the 
instrum'ent. 

These  two  cases  will  illustrate  the  two  conditions  mentioned 
above,  namely:    violent  uterine  spasms,  aud  uterine  paralysis. 

Now  let  us  consider  what  is  the  cause  of  this  abnormal  reten- 
tion of  the  liquor  amnii.  I  can  think  of  but  one,  and  that  is  a 
sudden  sinking  or  propulsion  of  the  head  against  the  os — so  sud- 
den that  the  membranes  have  no  time  to  form  a  *'  bag,"  and  so 
tightly  that  no  water  can  force  its  way  between  the  head  and  the 
uterine  walls.     This  pressure  of  the  head  must  be  nearly  con- 
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tinuous,  and  some  cause  must  prevent  the  receding  of  the  head 
during  the  intervals  between  the  pains. 

The  treatment  of  such  cases  is  evident :  ( i )  We  must  rup- 
ture the  membranes,  so  as  to  allow  the  uterus  to  force  the  head 
through  the  os.  This  can  only  be  done  by  forcibly  pushing  up 
the  head  during  an  interval  between  the  pains,  and  allow  the 
bag  of  water  to  form.  Then  we  can  rupture  them  by  tearing. 
Or  (2)  we  must  apply  the  forceps  and  extract  the  head. 

But  there  are  cases  when  we  cannot  push  up  the  head,  because 
it  has  already  become  firmly  engaged,  or  become  impacted  in 
the  soft  parts.  Here  we  must  employ  the  forceps,  and  in  extract- 
ing the  child  we  should  be  cautious,  and  not  empty  the  uterus  too 
rapidly,  or  we  sh^ll  cause  syncope  which  may  be  fatal. 

In  my  second  case,  the  alarming  symptoms  were  caused  by 
'^shock"  and  simulated  rupture  of  the  uterus;  and  the  woman 
would  doubtless  have  died,  had  I  not  ruptured  the  membranes 
when  applying  the  forceps. 

There  is  another  condition  which  may  cause  protracted  labor 
with  uterine  spasms  or  paralysis,  and  in  which  we  may  find  a 
protruding  *^  bag,"  which  remains  too  long  unbroken.  This  is 
due  to  a  toughness  of  the  membranes,  so  thick  and  tough  that  no 
amount  of  pressure  will  break  them.  We  shall  be  obliged  to 
use  a  bistoury  or  lancet.  And  after  we  have  done  this,  only  the 
small  quantity  in  the  *^bag"  will  escape;  the  waters  in  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus  still  remain,  and  the  only  measure  is  to  use 
the  forceps. 

Now,  doubtless  many,  if  not  all,  of  you  have  met  with  similar 
cases,  and  your  own  intuitions  have  devised  similar  measures  of 
relief. 

But  is  it  not  strange  that  the  recognized  authorities  on  obstet- 
rics do  not  mention  these  causes  of  protracted  labor? 

I  have  consulted  the  works  of  our  own  school — Guernsey, 
Marsden,  Leavitt,  and  the  authorities  of  other  schools — Lusk, 
Churchill,  Scanzoni,  Barnes,  and  others,  and  I  cannot  find  more 
than  mere  allusion  to  this  subject. 

I  hope  that  this  Bureau  will  in  future  take  up  this  matter,  and 
report  cases  and  any  new  methods  of  treatment,  in  order  that 
the  younger  and  inexperienced  may  derive  some  beneft  from  our 
investigations.  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 
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Electrolysis  in  Dermatological  Practice. 

Removal  of  Superfluous  Hairs. — Electrolysis  has  been  most 
frequently  used  for  the  permanent  removal  of  superfluous  hairs. 
In  addition  to  the  appliances  to  be  presently  mentioned,  the 
operator  who  attempts  to  treat  a  case  of  hirsuties  by  this  method 
.  needs  a  steady  hand,  clear  vision,  and,  above  all,  an  abundant 
stock  of  patience.  Without  these  three  requisites,  no .  one 
should  undertake  the  treatment  of  such  cases. 

The  battery  used  should  furnish  an  evenly-acting  current  of 
moderate  power.  I  have  used  both  the  Fleming  and  Mcintosh 
batteries  with  comfort  and  with  satisfactory  results.  For  the  last 
two  years  I  have  employed  the  latter  exclusively,  using  a  current 
of  from  six  to  twelve  cells. 

The  electrodes  consist  of  one  ordinary  sponge  electrode,  at- 
tached to  the  positive  pole  and  held  in  the  patient's  hand.  This 
is  used  to  make  and  break  the  circuit.  The  electrode  attached 
to  the  negative  pole  consists  of  a  fine  needle  in  an  insulated 
handle.  The  handle  I  now  use  is  of  wood,  with  a  brass  rod 
passing  through  its  centre,  and  small  binding  screws  at  each  end, 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  needle  and  of  fastening  the  handle 
to  the  conducting  wire-cord.  The  handle  is  made  pretty  thick, 
so  as  to  enable  it  to  be  held  firmly.  A  very  thin  ivory  handle, 
which  I  formerly  used,  cannot  be  held  as  steadily  as  the  thicker 
one. 

The  best  needle  I  have  used  is  one  made  by  A.  M.  Leslie  & 
Co.,  of  St.  Louis.  It  is  made  of  a  composition  of  platinum 
and  iridium,  is  very  fine,  smooth  and  flexible,  and  does  not  break 
easily.  I  have  tried  the  finest  obtainable  steel  needles  and  den- 
tists' and  jewelers'  "  bristles,"  but  with  less  satisfaction  than 
the  platinum-iridium  needle  referred  to. 

A  chair  with  a  head-rest — an  ordinary  dentist's  or  oculist's 
chair — is  absolutely  essential  to  steady  the  head  of  the  patient 
during  the  operation.  For  the  greater  comfort  of  both  operator 
and  patient,  a  reclining  chair  which  can  be  fixed  at  any  angle  is 
decidedly  better. 

To  proceed  with  the  operation:  The  patient  is  placed  before 
a  good  light — avoiding  direct  sunlight,  unless  modified  by  frosted 
glass — and   directed   to  take  hold  of  the  handle  of  the  sponge 
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electrode,  the  sponge,  of  course,  having  been  previously  moist- 
ened. The  operator  then  sits  a  little  in  front  of  and  to  the  right 
of  the  patient,  and  takes  the  needle  electrode  in  his  right  hand, 
holding  a  pair  of  tweezers  with  flat,  narrow  jaws  in  his  left. 
The  needle  is  then  gently  insinuated  into  a  follicle  by  the  side  of 
the  hair,  until  the  bottom  of  the  follicle  is  reached.  This  is 
manifested  by  a  slight  resistance  to  the  onward  passage  of  the 
needle.  The  patient  is  then  directed  to  touch  the  sponge  with 
the  palm  of  the  other  hand,  thus  closing  the  circuit.  The  cur- 
rent will  immediately  pass,  and  the  electrolytic  action  be  made 
manifest  by  a  little  frothing  around  the  needle.  In  some  skins 
also  a  little  wheal  will  be  raised  about  the  follicle.  In  from  twenty 
to  forty  seconds  the  hair  can  be  extracted  with  the  tweezers  with- 
out the  slightest  resistance  or  pain.  If  the  hair  does  not  come 
away  with  perfect  ease,  the  papilla  have  not  been  destroyed,  and 
the  needle  should  be  permitted  to  remain,  and  the  current  to 
pass  a  little  longer.  The  current  is  broken  by  removing  the 
hand  from  the  sponge  electrode.  This  gives  less  pain  than  if  the 
current  is  closed  and  opened  with  ttie  needle.  If  the  hairs  are 
very  close  together,  they  should  not  all  be  removed  at  the  same 
time.  The  hairs  should  be  picked  out  here  and  there ;  other- 
wise the  points  of  irritation  will  be  in  too  close  proximity,  and 
if  sufficiently  intense  may  produce  small  areas  of  sloughing  and 
leave  scars.  If  the  operation  is  properly  performed,  no  visible 
scars  should  remain. 

A  sitting  may  last  from  fifteen  to  thirty  minutes.  Very  few 
operators  can  extend  it  beyond  the  latter  time.  The  sittings  may 
be  repeated  every  other  day,  or,  in  cases  where  time  is  impor- 
tant, every  day.  After  the  operation,  a  lotion  containing  a 
drachm  of  oxide  of  zinc,  and  two  drachms  of  glycerin,  in  two 
ounces  of  rose-water,  should  be  applied.  It  covers  the  redness 
of  the  skin,  and  relieves  the  irriration,  which  is  sometimes  con- 
siderable. 

The  following  brief  notes  are  outlines  of  the  cases  in  which  I 
haVe  used  the  electrolytic  method: 

Case  I. — My  first  case  of  hirsuties  was  in  a  lady,  aged  twenty- 
five,  blonde,  and  a  school-teacher  by  occupation.  She  was  re- 
ferred to  me  by  my  friend  Dr.  Wilmer  Brinton,  to  whom  she  had 
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applied  for  relief.     Her  chin  was  covered  with  a  pretty  thick 
growth  of  stout  hairs. 

The  patient  was-  under  treatment  about  six  months,  during 
which  time  I  removed  no  less  than  fifteen  hundred  hairs.  In 
this  case  I  frequently  applied  a  current  of  twelve  to  fifteen  cells, 
which  I  am  now  convinced  was  too  strong.  It  not  only  gives 
unnecessary  pain,  but  is  liable  to  produce  some  destruction  of 
the  perifollicular  tissues  and  leave  small  scars.  About  one-third 
of  the  hairs  returned  after  the  first  operation.  The  sittings  were 
repeated  at  intervals,  about  thirty  operations  being  required  to 
complete  the  cure. 

Case  II. — The  second  case  was  a  married  lady,  brunette,  30 
years  of  age.  She  had  a  truly  formidable  beard  upon  her  chin. 
In  addition,  she  had  a  very  noticeable  growth  of  hair  upon  her 
upper  lip.  The  greater  number  of  hairs  were  thick  and  black. 
These  were  removed  with  ease,  few  of  them  returning  after  the 
first  operation.  There  was,  however,  quite  a  large  number  of 
long,  fine,  light-colored  hairs,  which  gave  considerable  trouble 
on  account  of  the  diflicult^  of  entering  the  follicle  with  the 
needle.  This  patient  has  been  under  treatment  nearly  two  years, 
and  during  that  time  over  three  thousand  hairs  have  been  re- 
moved from  her  face.  She  still  returns  about  once  in  every  two 
months,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  few  scattering  hairs  removed. 

The  destruction  of  the  hairs  under  the  chin  in  this  case  was 
especially  difficult,  on  account  of  the  tortuosity  of  the  follicles, 
which  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to  reach  the  papilla  with  the 
point  of  the  needle.  The  flexible  needle  of  platinum  and  irid- 
ium rendered  the  process  much  easier,  however,  than  it  was  at 
first,  when  I  used  a  steel  needle.  The  skin  of  this  patient  is  ex- 
ceedingly sensitive,  and  a  current  of  eight  cells  is  the  extreme 
limit  of  strength  which  can  be  used  with  comfort. 

Case  III. — This  was  a  widow,  blonde,  aged  37.  She  had 
two  small  tufts  of  thick  hairs  growing  on  the  chin.  There  were 
about  fifty  hairs,  which  were  removed  at  one  sitting.  About  fif- 
teen returned,  and  were  removed  at  a  second  sitting.  Three 
,  months  later  she  returned  with  five  moderate-sized  hairs,  which 
were  then  destroyed.  She  has  had  no  return  of  any  growth  for 
upwards  of  a  year. 
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Case  IV. — A  blonde,  aged  20,  who  had  a  very fwofiwe  growth 
of  fine,  light*colored  hair  upon  the  ^in  and  cheeks.  The  hairs 
were  dtflicult  to  remove,  and  about  thirty  per  cent,  have  returned. 
The  patient  has  become  discouraged,  and  discontinued  the 
treatment,  after  the  first  series  of  sittings.  About  twelve  hun- 
dred hairs  were  removed  in  this  case. 

Case  V. — A  brunette,  teacher,  twenty-four  years  of  age,  re- 
ferred to  me  by  my  friend.  Dr.  Charles  F.  Percivall.  She  had 
two  very  dark,  pigmented  naevi  on  the  face,  which  were  thickly 
covered  with  stout  black  hairs.  The  hairs  were  destroyed  by 
electrolysis,  and  the  naevi  disappeared  also,  leaving  a  flexible, 
white,  flat  scar.  There  was  no  ulceration  or  suppuration  follow- 
ing the  operation,  although  the  hairs  were  close  together  and  all 
were  removed  at  one  sitting. 

Case  VI. — ^This  patient  was  a  drug  clerk,  aged  23,  who  had  a 
number  of  short,  thick,  black  hairs  growing  upon  the  nose.  In 
six  sittings  he  was  freed  from  this  unwelcome  growth.  There 
is  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  scar  upon  the  smooth  integu- 
ment covering  the  nose.'  The  openings  of  the  sebaceous 
glands  seem  to  be  entirely  normal.  In  this  case  the  fol- 
licles were  wide  and  perfectly  straight,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
little  difiiculty  was  to  be  met  in  destroying  the  hairs.  A  few  of 
them  returned,  which  were  destroyed  at  subsequent  sittings. 

Case  VII. — A  seamstress,  brunette,  25  years  of  years.  She 
had  a  pretty  free  growth  of  hair  upon  the  chin,  and  a  noticeable 
moustache.  In  this  case,  also,  there  were  many  of  the  long, 
flne,  light  hairs  so  troublesome  to  remove  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  getting  the  needle  properly  into  the  follicle.  The  pa- 
tient is  still  under  treatment,  but  the  progress  in  her  case  is  very 
encouraging,  as  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  hairs  return. 

Pigmented  Navi, — Case  VIII. — A  medical  student,  aged  20, 
had  several  brown,  elevated  naevi  upon  the  face.  One  about  the 
size  of  a  split  pea,  upon  the  upper  lip,  gave  him  considerable 
annoyance  on  account  of  the  disfigurement  it  occasioned.  The 
growth  was  transfixed  by  a  fine  steel  needle  (a  jeweler's  bris- 
tle), and  the  current  from  eight  cells  passed  about  a  minute. 
The  needle  was  then  withdrawn,  and  inserted  at  right  angles  to 
the  former  puncture,  and  the  current  again  passed.     This  pro- 
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cedure  was  adopted  with  all  the  other  growths  upon  his  face. 
On  the  following  day  each  spot  operated  on  was  covered  by  a 
dry,  brownish  scab,  which  fell  off  on  the  third  day.  Two 
months  after  the  operation,  the  site  of  the  nsevi  could  scarcely  be 
discovered.     Absolutely  no  cicatrix  was  produced. 

Case  IX. — A  young  lady,  teacher,  light  blonde,  19  years  old. 
The  patient  had  eight  pigmented  moles  on  the  face,  varying 
from  one-eighth  to  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Some  of 
them  were  elevated,  and  others  flat.  Electrolysis,  as  in  the  last 
case,  was  perfectly  successful  in  causing  the  disappearance  of  the 
blemishes  after  three  sittings.     No  scars  remain. 

Case  X. — Mother  of  the  preceding  patient.  She  is  40  years 
of  age,  complexion  dark.  She  had  a  prominent  brownish  mole 
at  the  tip  of  the  nose,  and  two  small  patches  of  xanthoma  on 
the  upper  eyelids.  Electrolysis  was  used  on  all  the  growths. 
The  mole  disappeared  after  the  first  operation.  In  the  xanthom- 
atous growths  the  operation  was  repeated  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks,  with  complete  success.  The  patient  exhibits  no  evidence 
of  disease  of  the  liver  or  other  internal  organ. 

Case  XL — This  was  also  a  case  of  small  pigmented  nsevi 
upon  the  face  of  a  young  man,  2 1  years  of  age.  One  sitting  re- 
sulted in  the  permanent  removal  of  the  blemishes. 

Papillary  and  Epithelial  New  Pormaiions, — Case  XII. — A 
young  man,  aged  23,  with  gonorrhceal  warts  situated  on  the 
corona  glandis  and  on  the  mucus  surface  of  the  prepuce.  They 
had  been  previously  cut  off  with  scissors,  but  had  returned. 
Cauterization  with  nitric  acid  was  proposed  to  himi  but  declined 
on  account  of  the  pain  involved.  Electrolysis  was  entirely 
effective  in  removing  them  in  two  sittings.  The  growths  have 
not  returned. 

Case  XIII. — A  professional  friend,  aged  50,  with  a  branch- 
ing, rapidly-glowing  wart  on  the  upper  lip.  It  was  frequently 
irritated  in  shaving.  Contemplating  the  possibility  of  the  growth 
becoming  malignant  if  subjected  to  constant  irritation,  he  ap- 
plied to  me  to  have  it  removed.  By  means  of  electrolysis,  the 
growth  being  transfixed  by  the  needle  in  several  directions,  it 
was  entirely  destroyed  in  two  sittings.  No  scar  was  left  to  mark 
the  site  of  the  growth.     The  pain  was  slight. 
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Case  XIV. — A  man,  aged  36,  with  a  hard,  flat  wart  upon  the 
forefinger.  It  was  removed  by  the  same  procedure,  passing  the 
needle  through  the  skin  under  the  growth.  No  ulceration  or 
scar  was  produced. 

Sebaceous  Cysts. — Case  XV. — A  medical  man,  aged  38,  with 
an  enlarged  sebaceous  follicle  on  the  nose,  which  frequently  be- 
came as  large  as  a  small  pea.  Two  sittings,  during  which  the 
needle  was  inserted  into  the  gland-duct,-  as  well  as  passed 
through  the  base  of  the  little  tumor  in  several  directions,  re- 
sulted in  its  total  disappearance. 

Dr.  Hardaway  speaks  highly  of  this  method  in  the  treatment 
of  the  small  retention-cysts  called  milium.  It  promises  to-be  a 
valuable  substitute  for  excision  in  the  case  of  small  wens,  espe- 
cially about  the  face. 

Case  XVI. — An  aggravated  case  of  acne  rosacea  in  a  man, 
36  years  of  age  The  usual  treatment  was  followed  for  the  acne 
and  the  disused  redness  of  the  skin.  Visible  vessels  were 
pierced  with  the  electrolytic  needle  and  so  obliterated.  The 
patient,  after  obliteration  of  all  the  enlarged  vessels,  returned  to 
his  home  in  Nebraska  much  improved.  In  a  letter  recently  re- 
ceived he  asserts  continual  progress  towards  recovery. 

Case  XVII. — A  case  of  simple  rosacea  in  a  man  aged  38 
years.  The  enlarged  verns  were  pierced  in  a  number  of  places 
with  the  needle,  and  a  current  of  six  cells  passed  for  two  min- 
utes. In  most  cases  a  single  operation  resulted  in  the  oblitera- 
tion of  the  veins.  In  some  a  second  or  even  a  third  operation 
was  necessary  before   the   result   could  be  pronouned  a  success* 

Ingrowing'  Eyelashes. — I  have  had  one  case  of  this  annoying 
trouble,  in  which  the  mal-directed  hairs  were  destroyed  by  means 
of  the  electrolytic  needle.  In  order  to  diminish  the  pain  pro- 
duced by  the  operation,  I  used  a  five-per-cent.  solution  of  co- 
caine with  success.  I  have  on  several  occasions  used  the  cocaine 
on  the  skin  when  removing  the  hairs  from  an  especially  sensitive 
area,  such  as  the  cheek  and  angle  of  the  jaw,  but  without  pro- 
ducing any  noticeable  reduction  of  the  sensibility. 

Vascular  Ncevi. — In  the  only  casein  which  I  had  opportunity 
to  try  it,  the  success  was  only  moderately  good.  Where  these 
naevi   are   small,   and   especially  in  young  children,  careful  ex- 
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cision,  followed  by  a  plastic  operation,  promises  excellent  re- 
sults. In  adults,  however,  electrolysis  deserves  a  patient  trial 
in  the  treatment  of  this  deformitv. 

The  above  constitutes  my  experience  with  this  method,  which 
I  believe  is  destined  to  prove  its  usefulness  in  a  g^eat  many 
affections,  of  minor  importance,  perhaps,  so  far  as  their  effect 
on  the  duration  of  life  is  concerned,  but  whicb  nevertheless  are 
very  annoying  to  those  who  are  afflicted  with  them.  To  many 
women  the  removal  of  a  beard  or  other  disfiguring  blemish  is  of 
as  much  importance  as  the  cure  of  a  pneumonia  or  a  chronic 
internal  disease  which  may  tend  to  shorten  life. — Rohe  in  Phila, 
Med.  Times. 


The  Treatment  of  Typhoid  Pever. 

The  following  include  the  main  points  in  the  treatment  of  ty- 
phoid fever  recommended  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Da  Costa  (  College  and 
Clinical  Record^  August  i,  1885): 

1.  Hygienic. — Place  the  patient  in  a  large,  well- ventilated 
room,  so  that  he  may  get  plenty  of  fresh  air.  Allow  but  one 
person  (nurse)  with  him.  Keep  friends  away.  Enjoin  cleanli- 
ness. Keep  patient  washed  twice  daily  with  vinegar  and  water, 
or  a  solution  oi  permanganate  of  potassium.  Disinfect  th^  de- 
jections with  carbolic  acid  or  chloride  of  zinc,  etc. 

Nourishment. — There  are  times  when  the  patient  is  weakest, 
as  in  the  early  morning ;  this  is  the  case  in  all  low  fevers. 
Nourish  him  every  two  hours  with  beef  or  mutton  broths,  alter- 
nating with  milk.  Other  broths,  as  chicken,  etc.,  may  be  used. 
If  the  patient  craves  for  more  solid  food,  allow  him  at  the  mid- 
day meal  a  little  arrow-root  boiled  in  milk,  or  a  soft-boiled  ^%^. 
Excepting  these,  allow  no  form  of  solid  ailment  until  conva- 
lescence is  completely  established,  and  even  then  be  careful. 
Be  sure  to  feed  the  patient  between  4  a.  m.  and  5  A.  M. ;  even 
wake  him  at  this  time  to  feed  him.  Allow  a  liberal  supply  of 
water,  or  toast  water,  ginger-syrup  and  water,  or  claret  and 
water.     It  will  keep  the  kidneys  washed  out. 

2.  Medical  Treatment. — Different  plans  have  been  insti- 
tuted : 

I.  Quinine,  which  has  been  justly  abandoned. 


J 
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2.  The  mercurial  plan — calomel,  gr.  v-x.  per  diem,  at  the  first 
stage  of  fever — said  to  modify  the  intensity  of  the  fever  process. 
Not  an  effective  plan. 

3.  Carbolic  acid,  gtt.  i-ij.  in  mint  water  every  two  hours. 
This  remedy  is  not  to  be  relied  upon. 

4.  Iodine  treatment,  as  Lugol's  solution,  gtt.  ij.  four  times  a 
day.     This  promises  something  good  in  the  way  of  treatment. 

5.  The  plan  used  by  Dr.  Bartholow  in  the  following  combina- 
tion:  B.  Acid,  carbolic,  fgi. ;  tinct.  iodinii,  f^ij.  Dose,  gtt. 
i-iij.  every  two  or  three  hours.    This  is  a  good  plan  of  treatment. 

6.  Dr.  Da  Costa's  plan  is  by  the  use  of  mineral  acids.  Those 
that  use  this  plan  in  Germany  prefer  sulphuric  acid ;  in  England, 
hydrochloric;  in  France,  phosphoric ;  in  America,  nitro-hydro- 
chloric  acids.  Of  the  last  an  ordinary  prescription  i^  gtt.  xx.  gpf 
the  dilute  acid  in  simple  elixir.  This  will  also  control,  to  some  ' 
extent,  the  diarrhoea. 

Do  nothing  else  if  you  can  possibly  get  along  without,*  but 
guard  against  complications,  and  treat  them  immediately  as  they 
arise. 

The  first  prominent  symptom  to  be  noticed  is  the  diarrhoea. 
If  there  are  but  three  stools,  unless  they  be  unusually  large,  do 
nothing.  If  very  profuse,  give  a  little  tinct.  opii  camphorata  at 
night,  or  an  opium  suppository,  gr.  j.  Should  this  fail,  use : 
B.  Bismuthi  subnitrat.,  gr.  x-xx. ;  opii,  gr.  ss-j.  Every  three 
hours.  If  this  fails,  try  carbolic  acid,  gtt.  j.,  with  morphinae 
sulph.,  every  three  hours.  Often  cupri  sulph.,  gr.  i-i2th,  with 
opium,  gr.  i-3rd,  is  very  effective. 

yor  the  tympany^  sold  applications,  or  injections  of  vinegar, 
f3j-ij.  to  water,  Oj.  Internally  administer  turpentine,  gtt.  vij., 
in  emulsion,  with  morphine,  gr.  i-48th.  Often  strychnine  is 
useful,  but  secondary  to  the  above. 

Thoracic  Symptoms. — The  pulmonary  congestion  occasions 
cough ;  the  patient's  position  must  therefore  be  changed  fre- 
quently. If  the  patient  is  not  too  feeble,  use  dry  cups.  The 
internal  use  of  turpentine  is  of  avail  when  marked  fever  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  congestion.  Do  not  give  expectorants.  If  there 
is  a  large  accumulation  of  mucus,  use  aromatic  spirits  of  am- 
monia. 
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Sustain  the  circulatfon  by  quinine  in  tonic  doses,  gr.  vi-x.,  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  but  alcohol  is  the  best,  in  small  doses,  to 
keep  up  the  hearths  action.  In  the  early  morning  increase  the 
dose.  Under  stimulus  the  pulse  of  150  should  come  down  to 
120  or  no.  The  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  the  key  to  the 
amount  required.  From  4  to  10  ounces  may  be  necessary.  For 
nervous  symptoms,  as  headache,  delirium,  etc.,  give  opium  with 
camphor  or  belladonna.  Chloral  is  the  most  useful,  but  do  not 
give  it  when  the  heart  is  weak. 

Por  high  fever  ^  cold  water  is  excellent.  Put  the  patient  in  a 
bath  until  the  temperature  geis  to  62®F.  The  tendency  to  intes- 
tinal hemorrhage  is  greater  in  this  treatment  than  by  quinine, 
which  is  next  in  importance,  and  should  be  given  in  doses  of 
9J-3SS.  in  the  day. 

Por  intestinal  hemorrhage^  ergotin,  gr.  ij-vij.,  hypodermic- 
ally,  or  fsj.  fluid  extract  of  ergot  may  be  given  every  hour  or 
two.  Sulphuric  acid  is  also  useful.  Opium,  to  keep  the  bowels 
at  rest,  is  indispensable.     Cut  down  milk  and  stimulus  now. 

Spreading  tenderness  (peritonitis).  Tinct.  opii  deodorat., 
gtt.  X.  every  hour,  and  gr.  j.  opium  suppository  at  the  same  time. 
The  suppository  must  not  be  repeated  for  four  hours. 

Should  the  patient  \\2i\^ parotiditis^  ice  is  the  best  treatment; 
also  tinct.  ferri  chloridi,  to  enrich  the  blood. 

For  the  functional  falsies  use  strychnine. —  Therapeutic  Gaz, 


Kennedy's  Medical  DiscoYery. 

Formula :  Sneezewort,  i  oz. ;  bitter  root,  4  dr.  Mix  and 
add — boiling  water,  8  fl.-oz. ;  proof  spirits,  10  fl.-oz. ;  licorice 
root,  4  dr.     Macerate  for  48  hours,  then  add — white  sugar,  4  oz. ; 

tinct.  gaultheria,  i  oz. — Afed.    World, 

» 

Dr.  Pierce*B  Favorite  Prefcription. 

Take  of  savin,  10  grams ;  agaric,  5  grams ;  cinnamon,  5 
grams ;  Peruvian  bark,  10  grams.  Make  a  decoction  of  220 
grams,  and  add — gum  arabic,  10  grams;  sugar,  5  grams;  tinct. 
of  digitalis,  2  grams ;  tinct.  of  opium,  2  grams ;  oil  of  anise,  8 
drops.  The  gum,  sugar  and  oil  to  be  dissolved  in  45  grams  of 
alcohol.     One  gram  equals  15 J  grains. — Medical  World, 


EDITORIAL. 


The  Ecleotio  Medical  Soioety  of  Missouri. 

As  announced  in  our  September  issue,  the  next  meeting  of 
this  society  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  at  310  North  Eleventh 
street,  commencing  on  Tuesday,  October  6th,  at  10  o'clock  a.m., 
and  closing  on  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day.  It  is  ur- 
gently requested  that  we  have  a  full  meeting,  and  the  time 
should  suit  everybody,  for  railroad  fares  will  be  reduced  oii  ac- 
count of  the  Fair  and  Exposition,  and  all  attend iing  the  society 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  these  shows  also.  But  we 
desire  to  impress  one  thing  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  come 
hereto  attend  the  State  society,  viz:  Please  first  let  us  attend 
promptly  and  regularly  all  the  sessions  of  the  society,  and  ren- 
der all  the  aid  possible  in  making  the  meeting  interesting  and 
profitable,  and  then,  on  Thursday,  the  great  day  of  the  Fair 
and  Exposition,  everybody  can  go  and  take  them  all  in.  But 
whatever  we  do,  we  should  not  neglect  the  society  work  and 
run  about  over  the  city,  to  the  Fair  and  Exposition,  while  the 
society  meeting  is  in  session.  Nothing  is  more  demoralizing 
than  such  behavior,  and  as  we  have  business  of  importance,  let 
us  behave  like  business  men  while  we  have  business  on  hand, 
and  after  this  we  can  have  plent}'^  of  time  for  amusements. 

We  sometimes  think  our  physicians  do  not  realize,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  the  importance  of  this  organization.  We  should 
know  that  upon  it  depends  our  existence  as  a  distinct  school  of 
medicine,  and  unless  we  keep  it  up  we  shall  be  forced  to  affiliate 
with  some  other  schopl.  It  is  useless  to  talk  about  individual 
independence  or  dependence,  for  there  is  no  longer  any  such 
thing  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Physicians  must  be  iden- 
tified with  reputable  organizations,  or  depend  upon  them  in 
some  way,  or  they  are  counted  out.  And  then  there  are 
numerous  advantages  in  organization  besides  real  necessity. 
But  we  all  understand  these,  and  earnestly  hope  that  the  phy- 
sicians throughout  the  State  will  make  it  a  point  to  attend  this 
State  meeting. 
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Coea. 

Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  have  gotten  up  a  very  neat  little  book 
containing  the  latest  literature  upon  the  coca  subject.  It  is  brief 
but  pointed,  and  gives  in  substance  the  principal  practical  facts 
regarding  the  uses  of  this  drug,  as  gathered  from  all  reliable 
sources.  Sent  upon  application  to  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 
Phila.,  Pa. 


Liying  Without  a  Spleen. 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Thomson,  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  the  lady 
whose  spleen  was  extirpated  a  year  ago  last  May,  the  account 
of  which  was  given  in  detail  in  The  American  Medical  Jour- 
nal, is  now  in  the  city  under  our  treatmeat  for  prolapsus  uteri. 
She  suffers  no  special  inconvenience  from  the  loss  of  the  spleen. 
Her  color  is  good,  showing  a  good  circulation  of  rich  blood; 
the  heart's  action,  regular ;  her  appetite  and  digestion  are  ex- 
cellent; she  sleeps  well,  bowels  slightly  constipated,  and  men- 
struation as  regular  as  al  clock.  Every  organ  in  the  body  per- 
forms its  function  well,  excepting  that  she  is  what  we  might  call 
nervous,  a  condition  that  is  partly  natural  and  partly  due  to  the 
prolapsus  uteri.  We  believe  the  nervous  phenomena  due  to  the 
prolapsus  uteri,  rather  than  to  the  loss  of  the  spleen,  from  the 
fact  that  she  is  fast  recovering  as  the  prolapsus  grows  better  and 
is  held  in  its  natural  position.  Previous  to  the  operation  of 
splenectomy  the  uterus  was  forced  to  bear  the  burden  of  the 
spleen,  which  we  regard  as  the  cause  of  prolapsus  uteri. 

Mrs.  T.  suffers  occasionlly  of  headache,  seemingly  of  a  nervo- 
hyperaemic  character.  These  attacks,  however,  were  present  pre- 
vious to  any  diseased  condition  of  the  spleen,  hence  her  head- 
aches cannot  be  attributed  to  the  loss  of  that  organ.  Y. 


♦- 


Perran  and  the  Microbe. 

The  microbian  doctrine  has  been  stunned  by  the  expose  of 
Ferran's  theory  6f  inoculation  with  the  so-called  cholera  virus. 
An  American  student  has  discovered  that  Ferran's  cholera  germ 
was  made  of  elaterium  and  croton  oil,  which,  when  rubbed  in, 
injected,  and  given  internally  in  pill  form,  produced  the  so-called 
choleric  symptoms.     The  medical  profession,  as  well  as  common 
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people,  in  and  around  Valencia  have  been  completely  taken  in 
by  this  fraud  and  quack.  They  have  submitted  almost  without 
exception  to  the  inoculation,  not  once  only  but  twice,  and  in 
some  cases  three  times.  There  is  scarcely  a  doctor  in  Valencia 
who  has  not  been  inoculated.  The  consulting  room  and  laboratory 
of  Ferran  were  open  every-day  from  8  a.  m.  to  ti  p.  m.,  and 
two  relays  of  three  doctors  at  a  time  scarcely  laid  down  their  . 
injecting  syringes,  so  continuously  was  the  throng  of  people  to 
receive  their  inoculation.  Ferran*s  assistants  had  their  halls  in 
different  parts  of  the  city.  Of  one  of  these  places  it  is  thus 
said :  "  More  than  400  persons  of  both  sexes  were  assembled 
there,  with  as  many  more  in  the  street,  all  wishing  to  have  two 
centimetres  of  anti-cholera  preparation  injected.  The  con- 
fusion was  so  great  that  it  became  necessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  police  to  keep  order  amongst  those  who  were  to  be  operated 
on,  as  they  kept  on  disputing  with  one  another  as  to  who  should 
first  be  inoculated."  From  3:50  to  7:00  o'clock  p.  m.  674  per- 
sons were  inoculated.  Thus  Ferran  has  immortalized  his  name, 
but  his  fame  Mfill  be  passed  down  the  ages  as  one  of  the  great 
microbian  quacks. 

The  germ  theory  affords  a  great  field,  for  this  kind  of  impo- 
sition. The  people  as  well  as  the  majority  of  practicing  phy- 
sicians, like  angels  in  the  mystery  of  redemption,  ^'  are  desirous 
of  looking  into,"  but  their  want  of  facilities  deprives  them  of 
these  advantages,  and  in  the  outcome  we  need  not  be  surprised 
if  much  of  the  germ  theory  will  finally  come  to  grief.  But 
little  is  yet  known  of  the  purpose  and  destiny  of  these  germs. 
Investigations  will  probably  show  that  disease  may  be  produced 
independent  of  its  particular  microbe. 

All  nature  has  its  scavengers.  The  unused  garment  is  eaten 
with  moth,  and  carrion  is  carried  away  by  the  maggot;  ^^  that 
which  the  palmer-worm  hath  left  hath  the  locust  eaten,  and  that 
which  the  locust  hath  left  hath  the  canker-worm  eaten,  and  that 
which  the  canker-worm  hath  left  hath  the  caterpillar  eaten.'*  A 
fly  or  a  mosquito,  with  pabular  feet,  may  be  the  carriers  of  dis- 
ease, but  the  pabulum  may  be  impregnated' with  cadaveric  alka- 
loids as  well  as  the  organic  germs. 

Germs   may  be  either  of  animal  or  vegetable  origin,  and  the 
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result  of  decomposition  and  ferment  rather  than  the  cause  of 
such  elements. 

Prof.  Meandra  is  now  striving  to  cultivate  a  new  breed  of 
microbe,  whose  propensity  shall  be  to  penetrate  the  deep  tissues 
of  the  human  body  without  harm  to  human  life,  and  to  drag 
from  their  lairs  all  other  microbes,  regardless  of  their  cries  of 
distress,  and  put  them  to  an  open  execution.  If  not  put  to 
death  by  the  Meandra  microbe,  Dr.  I.  R.  Black,  in  his  *'  Ten 
Laws  of  Health,"  will  explain  '*  how  to  catch  them  on  the 
wing,  and  how  to  impale  them  and  render  them  tame  and  harm- 
less." Thus  all  zymes  are  soon  to  be  banished  from  the  land, 
or  tamed  and  kept  as  you  would  keep  a  pet  rattlesnake. 

How  much  better  off  will  human  life  be  without  these  little 
scavengers?  It  is  said  that  every  creature  has  a  purpose  in  the 
economy  of  creation.  Perhaps  we  do  not  understand  the  pur- 
pose of  the  bacillus.  He  may  be  the  Major-general  of  a  mighty 
host,  giving  the  law  of  cleanliness  to  our  cities  and  to  all  the 
world.  Methinks  I  see  him  now  with  his  vast  army,  ready  to 
avenge  his  outraged  rules.  He  laughs  with  scorn  at  the  Sanitary 
Boards  that  are  listening  to  the  distant  microbian  drum,  and 
hastening  to  clean  up  sewer  and  street  ready  for  the  battle. 

Man,,  the  nidus  of  this  implacable  foe,  may,  with  his  carbolic 
gun  and  his  bi-chloride  shot,  cripple  the  innumerable  host,  but 
to  exterminate  the  zymotic  race  thou  shalt  possess  soap,  towels 
and  a  bath  tub,  and  thou  shalt  be  clean,  scrupulously  clean. 

We  confess  that  we  abhor  the  thought  of  two  bodies  occupy- 
ing the  same  space  at  the  same  time,  or,  in  other  words,  of 
micro-organisms  creeping  into  our  lungs,  stomachs  and  intes- 
tines, and  swimming  in  our  blood;  but  perhaps  Nature  intended 
it  to  be  so,  and  if  so,  we  still  have  hope  in  that  law,  the  *'  sur- 
vival of  the  fittest.*'  The  better  acquaintance  I  form  with  these 
mites  the  more  I  believe  in  their  innocence.  *Tis  true  the  dirty 
little  things  may  deposit  their  debris  where  it  bringeth  death, 
like  a  little  child  who  brings  into  its  abode  the  mud  upon  its 
feet,  but  we  are  more  fearful  of  the  cadaveric  alkaloids  that 
spring  from  decomposed  animal  tissue. 

The  money,  time  and  labor  spent  in  hunting  out  these  zymes 
may  not  be  spent  in  vain,  and  the  scientific  world  may  be  much 
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benefitted  by  the  outlay,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  microbian 
dogma  will  prove  insufficient  to  explain  the  causes  of  all  the  so- 
called  zymotic  diseases,  though  medical  men,  as  other  folks,  like 
to  be  humbugged,  and  to  ride  theory  to  death.  Y. 


Electricity  in  Medicine  ana  Surgery. 

We  would  invite  special  attention  to  the  article  commencing 
on  page  456.  We  can  verify  all  that  this  writer  says,  and  would 
urge  it  upon  those  who  have  not  already  done  so  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  this  line  of  practice.  It  is  a  pleasant,  remunerative 
business,  and  is  nearly  always  appreciated  by  those  who  receive 
treatment.  Success  is  never  without  reward.  By  reading  the 
announcement  of  the  American  Medical  College,  it  will  be 
found  that  electricity  is  one  of  the  specialties  taught  in  this 
institution. 


The  Present  Aspect  of  the  Allopathic  Profession. 

It  seems  that  all  is  not  peace  and  harmony  in  the  Allopathic 
school.  The  American  wing  is  much  divided  over  the  manner 
of  receiving  the  International  Medical  Congress,  which  is  to 
pitch  its  tent  in  Washington,  in  1887. 

The  Seven  Angels  with  their  Golden  Candlesticks,  chosen  by 
the  Copenhagen  Congress,  are  not  altogether  pleasing  to  the 
South  and  West,  and  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  their 
meeting  at  New  Orleans,  sought  to  ignore  the  Copenhagen  se- 
lections, by  appointing  new  men  to  light  the  way.  Now  a  bril- 
liant illumination  springs  forth  in  the  shape  of  a  bitter  quarrel, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  final  results. 

The  politics  of  the  American  Association  do  not  suit  a  very 
large  and  respectable  branch  of  the  regular  doctors,  and  strong 
intimations  are  made  of  starting  a  new  national  society. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  afiEairs,  it  is  altogther  probable 
that  the  International  will  change  its  purpose,  and  not  meet  at 
all  on  American  soil.  This  done,  and  the  extinction  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  is  at  hand.  A  very  large  share 
of  the  "regular"  profession  of  this  country  have  grown  tired  of 
an  American  institution  with  an  autocratic  government,  and  it 
will  soon  be  numbered  with  the  things  that  were.  Y. 
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A  Test  for  Life  or  Death. 

A  physician  is  sometimes  called  upon  to  settle  the  question 
whether  a  person  is  actually  dead  or  alive.  A  person  who  dies 
suddenly  will  often  be  warm  for  some  time  after:  some  are 
found  with  a  flush  remaining  on  the  cheeks ;  and  some  dead 
bodies  have  been  known  to  exude  large  drops  of  sweat.  A 
good  test  of  life  or  death  is  to  hold  a  lighted  match  or  candle  to 
the  skin.  If  a  spark  of  life  exists,  the  skin  will  raise  in  a  blister, 
with  a  collection  of  serum  beneath ;  if  death,  the  epithelium 
will  raise,  curl  and  crackle — there  will  be  no  serum,  no  blister. 

Y. 


How  do  Dead  Bodies  Tarn  in  their  Graves? 

In  the  exhuming  of  dead  bodies  from  the  grave,  the  corpse  is 
often  found  turned  upon  its  face ;  a  circumstance  which  many 
have  taken  as  an  evidence  of  the  person  having  been  buried 
alive.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  water  sometimes  fills 
the  cofiin,  causing  the  remains  to  float  and  turn  upon  its  face, 
then,  sinking  away,  the  body  is  left  in  this  position.  Y. 


The  American  Medical  College. 

Students  and  practitioners  who  desire  to  obtain  a  thorough, prac- 
tical course  of  instruction  should  consider  the  advantages  of  this 
college.  The  coming  session  promises  the  most  interesting  and 
instructive  course  of  lectures  delivered  since  the  organization,  in 
1873.  The  facilities  were  never  so  good  as  at  present,  and  the 
class  now  on  the  register  for  the  session  is  made  up  of  excellent 
material.  Let  those  who  contemplate  attending  lectures  the 
coming  Fall  and  Winter  make  up  their  minds  at  once  and  em- 
brace the  opportunities  of  the  early  part  of  the  session.  The 
regular  course  commences  October  5th.  For  anouncements,  or 
further  information,  address  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer, 

1 1 10  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Moi 


Notes. 

The  portrait   of   Dr.  L.  E.  Russell  is  presented  in  the 

August  number  of  the  Advocate,     It  is  found  under  the  head  of 
''Homoeopathic  Selections.*'     The    editor,  however,  never  in- 
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tended  that  the  doctor  should  be  taken  after  the  law  of  similia ; 

but  the  doctor  liking  his  with  sugar  in  it,  we  would  rather  think 

smaller  doses  would  answer. 

A  Homceopathic  journal  in  the  East  carries  at  its  head  an 

extract  from  the  Allopathic  code  of  ethics,  as  follows : 

^^A  regular  medical  education  iumishes  the  only  presumptive 
evidence  of  professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought 
to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right  of  an  individual  to  the  exer- 
cise and  honors  of  his  profession." 

So  say  the  Eclectics-,  and  so  say  all.  Now  let  our  Allopathic 
brethren  so  amend  the  rest  of  their  code  as  not  to  conflict  with 
the  genius  of  the  above  sentiment,  and  not  be  so  tricky  as  to 
use  the  word  ''regular"  out  of  its  commonly  accepted  sense,  and 
let  us  have  peace. 

"The  Physician  Himself"  is  the  title  of  a  book  written 

by  Dr.  Cat-hell.  We  suggest,  after  reading  criticisms  thereon  by 
Dr.  L.  T.  Beam,  that  the  editor,  in  the  next  issue  of  this  book, 
use  the  word  "regular,"  in  the  title,  in  the  irregular  sense  in 
which  that  term  is  commonly  used  by  that  school ;  so  as  to  read 
"The  Regular  Physician  Himself;"  or,  better  still,  "The 
Selfishness  of  the  Regular  Physician." 


MISCELLANEOUS  PARAOliAPHS. 


Papine. 

Dr.  J.  Williamson,  of  Ottumwa, Iowa,  says:  "I  gave  Papine 
to  my  wife,  ^ho  is  never  able  to  take  any  of  the  various  prep- 
arations of  opium  without  suffering  from  narcotism  to  a  degree 
that  virtually  excludes  their  use.  Two  or  three  drops  of  lauda- 
num will  affect  her  profoundly  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours ; 
she  takes  Papine,  so  as  to  get  the  anodyne  effect,  without  suffer- 
ing narcotism  or  getting  an  unpleasant  effect  in  any  way.  I 
have  tried  it  in  a  few  other  cases,  and  these  where  there  was  a 
known  idiosyncrasy  against  opium  or  any  of  the  common  prep- 
arations ;  it  has  pleased  me  in  all  cases.  I  think  it  gives  us  a 
valuable  anodyne,  the  best  of  all  the  preparations  of  opium  for 
narcotic  subjects." 
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Frof.  Albert  Marrell's  Book  and  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 

Association. 

Altoona,  Penn.,  June  i8,  1885. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Alexander  Wilder: 

Resolved,  That  the  Digest  of  Materia  Medica  and  Phar- 
macy prepared  by  Prof.  Albert  Merrell,  M.  D.,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  with  the  approval  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 
Association,  is  hereby  recommended  to  physicians  and  students 
in  medicine  as  an  invaluable  manual  and  text-book  in  regard  to 
all  practical  matters  in  remedial  science ;  and  that  this  Associa- 
tion would  urge  accordingly  that  it  be  given  a  conspicuous  place 
in  every  medical  library  and  widely  circulated. 

Resolved^  That  this  Association  respectfully  ask  Professor 
Merrell  to  consider  the  policy  of  publishing  an  edition  of  his 
work  with  such  changes  of  title  and  statement  in  its  pages  as 
shall  indicate  unequivocally  its  place  among  the  text-books  of 
the  American  School  of  Eclectic  Medicine,  and  entitled  to  favor 
accordingly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal. 

A.  Wilder,  Secretary  N.  E.  M.  A. 

The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  Six- 
teenth Annual  Meeting  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  the  i6th,  17th 
and  iSth  of  June,  1886. 

Many  of  the  most  progressive  and  energetic  physicians  of  the 
Northern  States  have  already  signified  their  purpose  to  attend, 
and  the  general  sentiment  in  our  ranks  indicates  that  this  will  be 
the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  gathering  known  in  the  history 
of  the  Association.  Every  physician  who  believes  professional 
training,  and  not  mere  partisan  tests,  should  be  the  passport  to 
professional  standing  is  requested  to  cooperate. 

The  following  local  Committee  of  Arrangements  has  been 
designated:  Prof.  Wm.  M.  Durham,  Prof.  S.  T.  Biggers,  A. 
D.  Johnston,  M.  D.,  W.  A.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Wm.  Fisher,  M.  D., 
M.  C.  Martin,  M.  D.,  W.  H.  Phillips,  Esq.,  Geo.  T.  Ogle- 
tree,  M.  D. 

Every  auxiliary  State  society  is  entitled  to  fifteen  delegates. 
These  are  in  addition  to  the  permanent  members  of  the  National 
Association.     Each  local  society  is  likewise  entitled  to  two  dele- 
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gate& ;  also  the  American  Medical  College,  the  Bennett  Medical 
CoUege,  the  California  Medical  College,  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute,  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
the  Georgia  Eclectic  Medical  College,  and  the  Indiana  Eclectic 
Medical  College.  Every  delegate  must  be  a  graduate  in  medi- 
cine, or  a  reputable  practitioner  for  fifteen  years,  and  is  eligible 
as  a  candidate  for  permanent  membership. 

Blank  certificates,  for  credentials  of  delegates,  have  been  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary,  and  will  be  issued,  on  application,  to 
the  Secretaries  of  auxiliary  societies. 

The  Mutual  Aid  Society  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  has  also  been  organized,  and  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  on  the  i6th,  first  day  of  the  National. 

Application  for  reduced  rates  of  fare  on  the  several  railway 
lines  will  be  made  at  an  early  day,  without  doubt  of  compliance. 

The  physicians  of  the  South  are  already  awake,  and  will  be 
present  in  force.  For  the  first  time  the  National  Association, 
the  representative  oT  American  Medicine,  has  appointed  its 
annual  meeting  in  a  Southern  State,  and  they  welcome  it  frater- 
nally. 

Atlanta  is  one  of  the  most  healthful,  prosperous  and  enter- 
prising cities  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  Its  summer  temperature 
IS  many  degrees  cooler  than  that  of  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  New 
York  or  Philadelphia.  It  is  the  home  of  Eclectic  medicine  in 
the  South.  We  are  invited  thither,  and  assured  of  a  roval 
reception.  H.  B.  Piper,  M.  D., 

Tyrone,  Penn.,  Sept.  i,  1885.  President. 


For  Stutterers. 

A  gentleman  who  stammered,  from  childhood  almost  up  to 
manhood,  gives  a  very  simple  remedy  for  his  misfortune :  '*  Go 
into  a  room  where  you  will  be  quiet  and  alone,  get  some  book 
that  will  interest  but  not  excite  you,  and  sit  down  and  read  two 
hours  aloud  to  yourself,  keeping  yonr  teeth  together.  Do  the 
same  thing  every  two  or  three  days,  or  once  a  week,  if  very 
tiresome,  always  taking  care  to  read  slowly  and  distinctly,  mov- 
ing the  lips,  but  not  the  teeth.  Then,  when  conversing  with 
others,  try  to  speak  as  slowly  and   distinctly  as   possible,  and 
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make  up  your  mind  that  you  will  not  stammer.  Well,  I  tried 
this  remedy,  not  having  much  faith  in  it,  I  must  confess,  but 
willing  to  do  almost  anything  to  cure  myself  of  such  an  annoy- 
ing difficulty.  I  read  for  two  hours  aloud,  with  my  teeth  to- 
gether. The  first  result  was  to  make  my  tongue  and  jaws  ache, 
that  is  while  I  was  reading,  and  the  next  to  make  me  feel  as  if 
something  had  loosened  my  talking  apparatus,  for  I  could  speak 
with  less  difficulty  immediately.  The  change  was  so  great  that 
evrryone  who  .knew  me  remarked  it.  I  repeated  the  remedy 
every  five  or  six  days  for  a  month,  and  then  at  longer  intervals 
until  cured." — Phys.  and  Surg,  Invest, 


Physician's  Mistakes  and  their  Lessons 

In  the  practice  of  our  profession,  our  success  depends  not  so 
much  upon  a  profound  knowledge  of  abstruse  and  scientific 
themes,  as  upon  knowledge  accurately  and  unerringly  applied  to 
the  case  in  hand  and  its  conditions. 

A  whole  chapter  might  be ,  devoted  to  blunders  occurring 
through  the  agency  of  the  drug  morphia,  through  careless  hand- 
ling or  mistaken  use  of  it.  A  physician,  not  far  from  my  home, 
took  a  ten-grain  dose  by  mistake,  and  his  life  was  saved  only 
through  heroic  exertion.  Not  so  fortunate  another  physician, 
who,  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  gave  his  patient  mor- 
phia instead  of  quinine,  but  with  fatal  result.  It  would  be 
unnecessary  for  me  to  enforce  the  obvious  lesson,  that  every 
physician  should  be  sober,  at  least  when  he  prescribes. 

Some  cases  have  come  under  my  observation,  where  morphine 
has  been  puposely  given  to  old  people,  and  proven  fatal. 

Also  when  given  by  hypodermic  injection,  m  cases  of  collapse, 
it  has  proven  equally  fatal.  I  make  these  deductions :  Never 
give  an  opiate  to  an  old  person  with  a  feeble  circulation  unless  it 
is  combined  with  its  antidote  and  a  stimulant.  In  cases  of 
collapse,  never  employ  morphine  at  all.  It  must  of  necessity 
prove  as  fatal  as  did  bleeding  in  such  a  case,  of  which  I  have 
knowledge. 

Many  and  varied  are  the  ways  by  which  the  medical  blunder- 
buss may  distinguish  himself.  I  knew  an  old  practitioner  to 
give  his  own  child  a  dose  of  varnish,  mistaking  it  for  castor-oil. 
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Another  administered  veratrum  viride  in  place  of  er^ot.  Result 
in  each  case  fatal.  The  sad  commentary  is  the  growing  tendency 
to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  old  practitioner.  Another 
physician,  ''gave  himself  away"  by  poulticing  a  dislocated  hip 
for  a  sprain.  Consequence,  patient  crippled  for  life.  Another 
set  a  fractured  radius,  and  did  a  good  job,  but  overlooked  a  dis- 
located wrist — same  arm.  Also,  a  physician  had  an  obstetrical 
case,  and  finding  breach  presentation,  immediately  gave  Pulsa- 
tilla, decillionth  potency.  Finally,  when  the  perineum  was  rup- 
tured, the  doctor  exclaimed,  "what  a  pity  I  could  not  have  been 
called  earlier,  the  Pulsatilla  would  have  turned  the  child!" 

A  serious  blunder  committed  by  a  high-minded  and  over-con- 
fident diagnostician  was  in  tapping  an  ovarian  cyst,  supposing  it 
to  be  a  case  of  abdominal  dropsy.  Plunging  his  lancet  through  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen,  he  inserted  his  catheter,  but,  to  his  dis- 
may, failed  to  obtain  a  flow  of  fluid.  As  the  sequel  showed,  the 
point  of  his  lancet  penetrated  the  cyst,  the  contents  leaked  into 
the  abdominal  cavity.  The  error  caused  the  patient  much  suf- 
fering, and  terminated  in  death.  The  lesson  is  this — in  perform- 
ing paracentesis,  where  there  is  the  Least  doubt,  a  trocar  and 
canula  are  indispensable,  but  the  instrument  par  excellence 
is  the  aspirator  needle. 

Equally  serious  in  its  consequences  was  the  blundering  and 
irrational  treatment  of  the  following  case : 

The  patient,  a  child  ten  years  of  age :  the  disease,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels ;  the  treatment,  an  injection  of  two  quarts  of 
warm  soap-suds ;  result,  an  almost  immediate  collapse  and 
death.  A  tender  and  inflamed  bowel  could  not  endure  the 
extreme   tension. 

In  this  connection,  I  will  cite  another  case  of  inflammation  of 
the  bowels,  in  which  the  physician  gave  mercury  to  move  the 
bowels.  Subsequently,  he  was  soundly  berated  by  the  friends 
for  not  having  given  it  sooner,  as  death  ensued  previous  to  evac- 
uation, which  latter  occurred  when  the  deceased  was  being  laid 
out! 

Two  other  fatal  cases  have  come  under  my  observation  where 
cnercury  was  given  in  inflammation  of  the  bowels. 

These  opportunities  for  observation  have  convinced   me  that 
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active  physic,  under  like  conditions,  is -quite  as  fatal  as  large  in- 
jections. The  reasonable  method  would  seem  to  be  to  subdue 
inflammation  first,  then  make  use  of  mild  laxatives,  abjuring 
active  cathartics,  especially  mercurials. 

Mistakes,  when  not  too  serious,  often  have  a  ludicrous  side  to 
them  :  for  instance,  a  physician  poured  camphor  into  the  ear  of 
one  who  came  for  relief  from  a.  bug  which  had  inadvertently 
sought  refuge  there.  The  beneficent  act  was  not  wholly  satis- 
factory. The  patient  escaped  from  his  physician  a  howling 
maniac  of  the  most  active  description,  for  the  time  being.  The 
lesson  is  obvious:  never  pour  an  alcoholic  mixture  upon  the 
sensitive  membrane  of  the  ear.  Soothing  olive  oil  would  just  as 
effectually  have  drowned  the  bug. 

The  mistakes  of  the  ignoramus  who  practices  medicine  are  a 
lesson,  and  are  ridiculous  through  their  assumption  of  wisdom. 
A  young  man,  son  of  a  physician,  was  being  examined  for  dis- 
ease of  the  chest.  The  examiner,  while  manipulating  in  the 
region  of  sternum,  inquired  if  he  had  pain  in  the  stern.  The 
young  man  repudiated  the  notion  that  his  '*stern"  was  located 
in  his  chest,  and  in  disgust  left  his  acute  examiner  to  the  soli- 
tude of  his  own  wise  cogitations. 

The  same  physician  poulticed  the  left  side  three  days  for  en- 
largement of  the  liver,  but  without  abatement  of  the  symptoms. 
The  doctor  exhibited  equal  anatomical  knowledge,  when  he 
reported  having  treated  a  number  of  females  with  disease  of  the 
prostate  gland !  He  also  reported  a  decease  for  registry,  the 
cause  of  death  being  given  as  '*nu-mo-ny.*' 

Perhaps  he  had  a  new  nomenclature  of  diseases,  as  another 
patient  was  reported  to  have  "pleurisy  in  the  head;*'  while  an- 
other, in  a  minister's  family,  had  "scarlet  agnus."  However, 
the  reverend  gentleman,  being  a  classical  scholar,  was  not  taken 
in  by  the  red-lamb  appellation. 

'  Another  case  he  diagnosed  as  measles,  and  declared  the  measles 
well  out;  but,  as  there  was  something  peculiar  about  them, 
thought  they  must  "gether  up  and  break."  I  subsequently  treated 
the  case  as  small-pox.  But  the  most  ludicrous  is  to  follow :  There 
was  a  family  afflicted  with  rubeola ;  the  first  case  our  wiseacre 
pronounced   scarlatina;      the   third    "had    'em     mix't!"     The 
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father,  a  Dutchman,  was  of  course  very  much  frightened  by 
such  a  terrible  complication  of  diseases,  and  our  diagnostician 
lost  the  care  of  those  remarkable  cases. 

Unfortunately  his  mistakes  often  assume  a  solemn  phase.  Not 
long  since  he  treated  his  patient,  a  vigorous  young  man,  for 
malarial  fever  one  day,  for  typhoid  fever  the  next  day,  and  upon 
the  third  day  the  convulsions  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  super- 
vened, ending  tlie  life  of  his  patient. 

The  father  of  this  young  man  was  attacked  at  the  same  time 
with  pneumonia.  Our  ignoramus  proposed  to  "reduce  his  pa- 
tient, and  then  build  him  up.''  He  was  not  familiar  with  the 
important  principle  vires  vitales  sustinere^  and  so  there  was  an- 
other funeral  in  that  family  within  the  week. 

Three  cases  in  one  family  were  as  follows:  They  were  at- 
tacked with  acute  catarrh ;  from  indiscretion  in  diet,  they  had 
more  or  less  emesis,  a  symptom  of  scarlatina,  and  the  disease 
was  so  named  the  first  day;  the  second  day  it  was  "numony ;" 
the  third  day  they  changed  physicians,  and  had  simple  catarrhal 
fever. 

Also,  for  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  he  gave  nine  pills  of  blue 
mass  as  large  as  marbles ;  result,  peristaltic  action  was  reversed, 
the  pills  ejected,  and  the  obstruction  unremoved.  Yet  this  man, 
a  rank  ignoramus,  can  hold  up  to  the  gaze  of  the  community  a 
diploma,  obtained  without  attendance  upon  lectures,  from  a 
Chicago  doctor-mill  recognized  by  the  Illinois  State  Board  of 
Health ! 

Physicians  with  a  scant  knowledge  of  etiology  and  pathology, 
who  treat  symptoms^  blunder  amazingly  in  diagnosis.  I  knew 
one  recently  to  treat  a  case  of  partial  hemiphlegia,  with  apha- 
sia, as  typhoid  fever  for  five  weeks,  on  account  of  some  symp- 
toms in  common. 

Another  case,  of  varioloid,  head  of  the  family,  was  treated  as 
bilious  attack,  and  the  eruption  explained  as  "nasty  little  cat- 
biles;"  when  a  child  came  down  with  variola,  equally  astute 
council  was  called,  and  a  conclusion  reached  that  a  foreign 
disease  had  been  contracted  while  away  on  a  visit.  I  had 
the  opportunity  of  vaccinating  the  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily at  once,  eleven  days  after  exposure,  which  markedly  mod- 
ified the  disease. 
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The  above  errors  were  serious,  but  no  more  lacking  in  judg* 
ment  than  the  following:  Two  physicians,  in  ah  obstetrical 
case,  instead  of  performing  craniotomy,  used  forceps  with  trac- 
tion, and  consequent  catastrophe.  The  head  of  the  child  rolled 
across  the  floor,  and  the  patient  sank  back  a  corpse ! 

I  might  enumerate  instances  of  mistakes,  from  personal  knowl- 
edge, ad  nauseam.  These  citations  abundantly  emphasize  the 
mistake  of  most  cohiinon  occurrence,  the  radical  mistake  of  sup- 
posing that  technical  or  thorough  medical  education  may  very 
well  be  dispensed  with  in  the  practice  of  medicine ;  that  disease 
may  be  successfully  combated  without  any  knowledge  of  even 
the  A,  B,  C's  of  the  profession ;  in  short,  that  the  healing  power 
is  a  gift,  and  in  no  wise  dependent  upon  knowledge  and  skill  ac- 
quired by  hard  study,  diligent  research,  and.  patient,  long-con- 
tinued application.  The  man  who  practices  medicine  upon  this 
basis  is  no  more  and  no  less  than  a  quack,  and  whatever  creden- 
tials he  may  have  come  into  possession  of,  is  not  entitled  to  fra- 
ternal relations  in  the  medical  brotherhood.  —  Geo.  Covert, 
in  Medical  Times » 


Acid  Phosphate. 

The  Rumford  Chemical  Works,  Providence,  R.  I.,  manufact- 
urers of  Prof.  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  have  recently  pur- 
chased a  commodious  building  and  warehouse  near  their  pres- 
ent location,  where  they  propose  to  move  their  business  a  few 
months  hence.  This  purchase  has  been  necessitated  by  the  de- 
mands of  their  large  and  increasing  business,  and  it  is  pleasant 
to  record  such  an  evidence  of  well-deserved  success  and  pros- 
perity. 


Bemedy  for  Rhenmatism. 

B.  Iodide  of  potassium,  ^ij.  ;  carbonate  of  potassium,  3vi., 
wine  of  colchicum,  3iv. ;  syrup  of  orange  peel,  Sviij. ;  tincture 
of  orange,  3vj. 

Directions, — Mix  the  above  in  one  pint  of  water ;  take  a  half 
a  wine-glassful  three  times  a  day,  with  two  tablespoonfuls  of 
lemon  juice ;  pour  one  in  the  other,  and  drink  while  effervescing. 
— New  Remedies, 
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Tong^aline. 

J.  F.' Stevens,  M.  D  ,  of  Shabbona,  Ills.,  states:  "Tonga- 
line  is  a  valuable  remedy ;  while  of  service  in  all  forms  of  neu- 
ralgia, its  best  effects  are  seen  in  treating  neuralgias  of  rheu- 
matic origin.  I  have  not  met  a  single  case  of  this  ordinarily 
troublesome  disease  which  did  not  get  speedy  relief  when  full 
doses  of  Tongaline  were  used.  I  can  recommend  it  as  a  pre- 
scription which  will  yield  positive  results." 


Cough  Syrup. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  regards  the  following  as  the  most  efficient 
sedative  cough  mixture  that  he  has  ever  used :  B.  Potassi 
citratis,  3]. ;  succus  limonis,  '%\y  ;  syrup,  ipecac,  J^s. ;  syrup, 
symplicem,  q.  s.,  ad,  Svj.  M.  Sig.  A  tablespoonful  from  four 
to  six  times  a  day. 

When  there  is  much  cough  or  irritability  of  the  bowels  he 
adds  paregoric  in  suitable  quantity. — Med.  Age. 

Hew  Treatment  by  Seolat. 

Treatment  of  Zymotic  Diseases  by  syrups  and  subcutaneous 
injections  of  Declat's  nascent  phenic  acid,  and  topical  treatment 
by  Declat's  glyco  phenique.  Pages  64.  The  Declat  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  86  Warren  street,  New  York,  publishers. 

A  copy  of  the  above  manual  will  be  mailed  to  any  physician 
who  will  send  his  name  and  address  on  a  postal  card  to  the 
publishers.     See  advertisement,  p.  vi. 


DiarrhoBa  Mixtiure. 

Dr.  E.  X.  Veat,  of  Portland,  Maine,  has  used  the  following 
formula  in  his  practice,  with  most  excellent  results :  B.  £x- 
tracti  hsmatoxyli,  3iv;  tinct.  opii  camph.,  |^j ;  tinct.  zingiberis, 
tinct.  rhei.  comp.,  aa  Jss.  M.  Dose,  a  teaspoonful  every 
two  or  three  hours. — New  Eng.  Med,  Monthly^  May,  1885. 


Mellier'B  Saddle  Bags  and  Buggy  Cases. 

Mellier's  Standard  Bags  and  Buggy  Cases  received  the  high- 
est award,  the  Gold  Medal,  at  the  World's  Exposition,  New 
Orleans. 
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Sound  Philosophy. 

Every  real  thought  on  every  real  subject  knocks  the  wind  out 
of  somebody  or  other.  As  soon  as  his  breath  comes  back  he 
very  probably  begins  to  expend  it  in  hard  words.  These  are 
the  very  best  evidence  a  man  can  have  that  he  has  said  some- 
thing it  was  time  to  say. — Oliver  Wendell  Holmes, 


PROFESSIONAL  AND  BUSINESS  EXOHANOE. 


4^  Under  this  head  notices  for  sale  or  exchangee,  locations,  or  partnerships  wanted, 
and  other  notices  of  like  nature,  will  be  inserted  at  $i2  a  time.  If  more  than  eight  lines, 
j5  cents  extra  tor  each  additional  line.    Always  in  advance. 


For  Sale. — In  a  wealthy  village,  of  1,500  population,  an  easy  practicef 
worth  $2,500  a  year,  and  a  property  con -luting  of  a  fine  hou£«  and  lot, 
foeautifally  situated,  and  an  office  on  the  main  street  adjoining  a  drag 
store.  All  new  two  years  ago.  Any  one  who  will  bay  my  property,  at 
a  bargain,  I  will  give  my  good- will  and  introduce  to  a  community  of 
good-paying  patrons.  One  universally  unpopular  undergraduate  the 
only  opposition.    Address,  Lock  Box  424,  Elk  Bapids,  Mich. 


Wanted. 

Two  well-educated  experienced  Eclectic  piiysicians,  of  means,  to 
locate  in  tlie  city  of  St.  Louis.  If  of  the  right  stamp  they  might  get 
places  in  the  American  Medical  College.    Address  the  Editor, 

GEO.  C.  PITZER,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Medical  Books  and  Surgical  Instruments. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  the  Book  Bujsiness.  Students  and  practition- 
ers wanting  books  of  any  kind,  no  matter  of  what  school  or  where 
published,  may  order  them  direct  from  us,  and  rely  upon  getting  what 
they  want,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can  be  had  anywhere.  Sur- 
gical Instruments,  Pocket  cases,  and  Saddle-bags  the  same.  For  price 
list  see  advertising  page  v. 

Galvanic  Batteries  and  Electrical  Instruments  a  specialty.  Can  fur- 
nish the  best  in  the  market. 

Notice. — Twenty  per  cent,  discount  on  all  medical  books,  ^u^gical 
instruments  and  batteries,  \chen  paid  in  advance  by  students  and  grad- 
uates of  the  American  Medical  College,  and  who  are  also  regular  sub- 
scribers of  the  Ambrican  Medical  Journal. 

Address,   GEO.   C.   PITZEB,   M.  D., 

1110  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Journal  Business. 

The  regular  subscription  of  this  journal  is  92.00  a  year,  in  advance, 
it  you  expect  to  receive  the  Journal  regularly,  you  must 

RENEW    YOUR    SUBSCRIPTION,    -m 

Addrest  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  iiio  Chambers  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ART.  ZXXIX.  — The  Battle  for  Medical  Freedom.  —  Organixed 
Co-operation  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Forces  a  Necessity  to 
Insure  Success.* — By  Lemon  T.  Beam,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Gentlemen: — I  thank  you  with  heartfelt  sincerity  for  this 
evidence  of  your  confidence,  and  for  the  honor  you  have  con- 
ferred on  me  in  choosing  me  to  preside  .over  your  deliberations. 
In  case  I  shall  fall  short  of  your  expectations  in  discharging  the 
duties  devolving  upon  me,  let  me  crave  your  indulgence.  As  a 
brotherhood  co-operating  in  the  one  great  object — the  preven- 
tion, mitigation  afid  cure  of  disease — let  me  ask  you  to  kindly 
bear  with  and  give  me  your  support. 

Allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  in  our  deliberations  each 
and  all  may  be  influenced  by  feelings  of  kindness,  sympathy  and 
harmony,  and  that  whatever  we  do  or  say,  it  may  be  strictly  in 
accord  with  our  professions,  as  Eclectics,  of  liberality,  justice 
and  equality. 

We  should  be  careful  as  to  what  we  do  or  say,  if  we  are  to 
have  influence  with  the  profession  or  the  public.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  this  organization  does  not  make  the  impression  on 
either  the  profession  or  the  public  that  it  should  do.    This  is  due, 

*  Inaugural  Address,  befone  the  twelfth  annual  session  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Altoona.  From  published  pro- 
ceedings. 
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mainly,  to  the  want  of  a  more  complete  organization  of  medical 
societies  in  towns,  cities,  counties  and  districts.  We  have  but 
four  auxiliary  societies,  while  there  should  be  one  in  every  large 
town  or  city  in  the  State.  Public  sentiment  needs  educating. 
Every  doctor  needs  the  support  and  advice  of  his  brethren.  Let 
the  members  o(^  this  society  use  their  influence  to  organize  the 
profession  in  every  city,  town  and  district  where  societies  do  not 
have  an  existence.  Ail  good  men  will  find  it  to  their  advantage 
to  become  members,  and  the  bad  will  feel  its  beneficial  influence. 
Public  sentiment  and  respect  for  Eclectic  medicine  will  be  ele- 
vated by  the  works,  example  and  behavior  of  its  advocates  thus 
associated  together.  In  short,  to  bring  up  the  public  to  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  advantages  and  distinctive  features  of  Eclec- 
tic medicine,  we  must  unite,  and  show  that  we  hold  a  position  in 
no  way  inferior  to  our  adversaries. 

This  Association  embodies  and  is  the  representative  in  this  State 
of  a  principle,  viz :  The  individual  right  of  the  Physician  to 
exercise  judgment  and  opinion  in  the  freest  manner  possible. 
This  should  attract  to  its  membership  every  independent  practi- 
tioner in  the  State.  It  does  not  seek  to  enforce  arbitrary  ethical 
rules.  It  does  not  attempt  dictation  upon  questions  that  each 
member  of  our  calling  should  be  left  free  to  decide  for  himself. 
It  does  not  aim  to  reconcile  diversities,  but  allows  differences 
and  distinctions  to  exist,  and  opinions  and  natural  activities  to 
have  free  competition.  It  has  no  provisions  excluding  legally 
qualified  persons  from  memberhip  simply  because  of  differences 
of  opinion  or  doctrines.  Its  code  of  ethics  is  the  golden  apho- 
rism, "  Whatsoever  things  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  even  so  to  them." 

The  future  of  the  American  Eclectic  movement  depends  upon 
its  ethical  inspiration  or  nobility  of  purpose.  It  was  a  revolt  of 
the  moral  sense  against  the  debasing  selfishness  and  bigotry  of 
the  old  school  of  medicine.  Its  ethical  ideas  advanced  its  fol- 
lowers to  a  higher  plane,  and  gave  them  nobler  conceptions  of 
duty,  and  will,  if  still  observed,  continue  to  keep  them  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  proscriptive  spirit  which  dominates  the  Old  School 
or  "  Regular"  Medical  Association.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
the  ethical  inspiration  and  enthusiasm  which  gave  power  and  dis- 
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tinction  to  its  followers  at  its  inception  have  grown  cold  and  fee- 
ble. As  a  result,  the  difference  between  the  old  idea  of  a  stand- 
ard system  of  rules  or  "code"  to  which  every  one  must  conform, 
or  else  be  excluded  or  expelled  from  professional  association, 
and  the  new  is  becoming  less  conspicuous  as  the  years  roll  by. 

American  Eclecticism',  which  has  been  emancipating  the  med- 
ical profession  from  the  bondage  of  creedal  and  dogmatic  author- 
ity, is  based  mainly  on  the  American  principle  of  freedom. 
Medical  freedom  is  exclusively  an  American  idea.  There  are 
but  two  schools  of  medical  ethics — the  American,  which  recog- 
nizes the  right  and  duty  of  every  physician  to  judge  for  himself, 
and  the  European  system,  which  compels  them  to  recognize  a 
standard  authority,  to  disregard  which  renders  them  liable  to 
censure  and  ostracism.  "The  Ecleclic  system  of  medicine  has 
wrought  a  decided  revolution,  and  presents  an  essentially  new 
system  of  practice,  which  may  justly  be  styled  the  American  sys- 
tem, as  it  has  arisen  from  the  labors  of  American  physicians, 
and  stands  opposed  in  its  details  to  the  European  system,  which 
has  been  transplanted  to  this  country,  and  which  occupies  our 
colleges  with  all  its  pedantic  learning,  its  meagre  resources  and 
its  bigoted  intolerance."  [From  the  Faculty  address  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  1849,  of  the  parent  school  of  Eclecticism,  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.] 

Adherents  of  the  old,  or  European,  system  of  medicine  have, 
of  late  years,  assumed  the  name  '*  Regular,"  and  in  accord- 
ance with  its  code  of  ethics  persistently  refuse  professional 
recognition  to  all  physicians  who  do  not  comply  with  its  arbi- 
trary and  exclusive  rules,  and  are  persistent  in  their  misrepre- 
sentations concerning  the  position  of  all  who  adopt  the  Ameri- 
can Eclectic  system  of  medicine. 

All  efforts  to  harmonize  the  conflicting  schools  of  medicine 
have  thus  far  proven  a  failure.  The  tenacity  with  which  they 
cling  to  exclusive  dogmas  and  names  hinders  fraternization.  If 
all  medical  men  would  be  satisfied  with  the  simple  but  noble 
term  "Physician,"  which  is  really  the  highest  that  can  be  ap- 
plied to  a  medical  man,  and,  in  vindication  of  mental  freedom, 
mutually  agree  to  do  away  with  all  "resolutions"  and  code- 
clauses  that  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the   most  perfect  lib- 
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erty  of  individual  action  and  practice,  then  all  could  work  to- 
gether as  one  body ;  but,  unless  we  do  agree  to  this  fraternal 
union,  the  physician  will  still  be  compelled  to  choose  or  elect 
with  what  particular  school  he  may  act,  as  there  will  still  con- 
tinue the  several  organizations  in  the  medical  profession.  How- 
ever, he  is  none  the  less  a  physician  on  account  of  the  organiza- 
tion with  which  he  may  afHliate.  The  medical  man  who  assumes 
the  arrogant  designation  of  Regular^  or  the  more  fancy  one  of 
Homoeopathic,  in  preference  to  what  we  consider  the  more  com- 
prehensive one — that  of  Eclectic — cannot  justly  claim  par  excel- 
lence  as  a  physician. 

The  appellation  Allopathic,  as  applied  to  Old  School  physi- 
cians in  years  past,  and  by  which  title  they  were  proud  to  be  des- 
ignated (as  can  well  be  remembered  by  the  older  members 
present),  has  been  in  later  years  repudiated  by  them,  and  a 
strenuous  effort  made  to  replace  it  by  the  use  of  the  term  "  Reg- 
ular." The  questions,  then,  arise:  What  constitutes  a  regular 
physician  ?  Who  are  regulars  ?  These  are  points  in  which  we, 
as  members  of  one  of  the  several  recognized  schools  of  medi- 
cine, are  directly  interested. 

A  physician  may  be  considered  a  regular  Allopathist,  a  regu- 
lar Homoeopathist,  or  a  regular  Eclectic,  etc.,  provided  he  is 
steady  or  uniform  in  his  conduct  and  practice,  conforming  to  the 
established  usages  of  his  school.  On  the  other  hand,  a  physician 
may  be  considered  an  irregular  practitioner  whenever  he  deviates 
from  the  established  usages  of  his  school.  Whether  the  arrogant 
and  supercilious  attempt  of  oneoi  the  medical  schools  to  monopo- 
lize and  popularize  a  name,  to  which  graduates  of  all  legally  char- 
tered medical  colleges  of  either  of  the  schools  are  equally  en- 
titled, will  be  either  to  their  credit  or  a  success  remains  for  the 
future  to  determine.  That  the  self-styled  ''regulars"  are  stren- 
uous in  their  efforts  to  educate  the  public  to  regard  all  physicians 
outside  of  their  ranks  as  "irregulars,"  '*  quacks,"  '*  exclu- 
sives,"  etc.,  we  do  know  "  for  a  fact."  While  they  continue  to 
brand  us  with  these  foul  epithets,  it  will  require  us  to  *'  teach  the 
peo[>le,"  therefore,  that,  as  a  distinctive  title,  while  there  are  dil- 
fering  schools  of  medical  practice  recognized  by  law,  the  term 
regular^  as   applied   to  a  physician  (unless  used  to  specify  his 
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relation  to  or  standing  with  his  school,  which  is  its  only  legit- 
imate use  in  this  connection),  is  a  misnomer.  While  we  thus 
deny  the  legitimacy  of  the  term  as  used, by  our  adversaries,  as 
Eclectic  physicians  we  understand  each  other  when  we  use  the 
term  Allopathic.  We  do  not  use  it  as  a  stigma  or  reproach.  In 
this  we  claim  to  be  more  generous  than  they,  since  they  mean 
both  when  ihey  use  the  epithet  '*  irregular "  against  us.  In 
order  to  avoid  any  unjust  imputations,  we  would  respectfully 
ask  the  avowed  exponent  of  their  principles  to  define  their  po- 
sition. This  they  owe  to  themselves,  to  the  profession,  and  to 
the  public.  If  the  term  Allopathy  has  become  too  restricted  to 
represent  the  line  of  their,  practice,  and  they  desire  a  more 
rational  and  comprehensive  name,  it  is  certainly  right  and  proper 
to  drop  their  ancient  designation.  And  now,  since  they  have 
ignored  and  disavowed  the  name,  they  might  save  much  reproach, 
and  do  themselves  an  honor,  the  profession  and  the  public  a  ser- 
vice, by  defining  what  they  are.  They  must  define,  or  lose 
caste. 

To  Eclectics  everywhere  I  would  say:  Let  us  labor  to  maintain 
our  organizations,  both  State  and  National.  Let  us  indoctrinate 
the  people,  who  are  ripe  for  the  change,  with  the 'distinctive 
features  of  our  medical  ethics  and  practice. 

If  ever  this  State  society  departs  from  the  broad  platform 
upon  which  it  was  founded,  in  imitation  of  regular  medicine  in 
ethical  matters,  it  should  die.  Wliy?  Simply  because  there 
would  be  no  use,  or  excuse,  for  its  further  existence.  This  we 
do  not  fear,  if  every  member  will  do  his  whole  duty ;  make  an 
effort,  and  some  sacrifice  if  needs  be,  to  attend  its  meetings, 
and  influence  others  to  join  in  the  great  work.  By  association 
we  imbibe  the  higher  and  purer  spirit  of  our  noble  cause ;  gain 
broader  views  of  its  objects,  its  extent,  and  its  importance.  By 
thus  meeting  together  we  drop,  for  the  time,  vexatious  and  busi- 
ness rivalries  at  home,  and  here  combine  business  with  pleasure 
and  instruction.  We  cannot  but  return  thither  with  a  stronger 
will,  a  stouter  heart,  to  augment  successes,  overcome  reverses, 
and  a  deeper  sympathy  with  humanity,  whose  sufferings  it  is 
our  profession  to  assuage  and  destroy. 

When  Dr.  A.  B.  Woodward  vacated  this  chair,   he  said  that 
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• 
if  Eclecticism  was  to  be  a  success  in  this  State  its  followers  must 

not  only  do  their  part  well,  as  practitioners  at  the  bedside  of  the 
sick,  but  also  that  they  must  be  more  active,  by  co-operation  in 
this  and  the  auxiliary  societies,  in  devising  ways  and  means  for 
promulgating  its  principles  and  objects  among  the  people.  His 
idea,  that  we  should  labor  to  indoctrinate  the  more  intelli- 
gent and  influential  class  in  every  community  with  the  ethics 
and  achievements  of  Eclectic  medicine,  I  again  heartily  com- 
mend to.  your  notice.  The  disposition  of  the  "regulars"  to 
crush  us,  and  to  secure  laws  interfering  with  freedom  in  practice, 
is  as  strong  to-day  as  it  was  in  earlier  years,  and  demands  as 
stubborn  fighting.  Half-hearted  measures  will  not  answer  in 
the  battle  for  Freedom  in  Medicine.  Do  we  desire  to  teach  the 
community  wherein  Eclectic  medicine  is  better  than  '*  Regular?" 
Then  we  must  not  forget  the  injunction:  *' Keep  it  before 
THE  people."  The  people  are  sure  to  be  attracted  to  our  sys- 
tem of  practice,  because  of  its  simple  methods,  its  common 
sense  ethics  and  doctrines,  and,  above  all,  by  its  greater  success 
in  curing  disease.  The  demonstrations  and  successes  attending 
every  well  qualified  Eclectic,  wherever  located,  are  convincing 
ami  conclusive  as  to  the  superiority  of  the  new  over  the  old 
school  in  medicine.  But  the  sphere  of  their  activity  should  not 
be  confined  to  the  bedside.  To  success  in  practice  should  be 
added  the  stimuli  of  ambition,  of  professional  pride,  until  they 
shall  compel  honorable  and  just  recognition  in  legislative  halls 
ffom  their  competitors. 

If  each  and  all  do  their  duty,  as  intimated,  our  State  society 
will  become  much  more  efHcient  in  its  work,  the  membership 
will  be  greatly  increased,  and  its  influence  over  the  entire  St^te 
will  be  greatly  enhanced.  Then  we  shall  become  a  power,  a 
factor  in  society  and  politics,  and,  what  is  better  stilK  more  use- 
ful. To  the  practitioners,  a  State  or  district  medical  society 
offers  special  inducements.  Especially  is  this  the  case  here  in 
this  State,  where  we  do  not  have  college  **  cliques "  and 
*' rings"  to  obtrude  their  conflicting  claims  into  our  meetings, 
and  to  waste  time  over  subjects  foreign  and  distracting.  I  do 
not  say  this  in  disparagement  of  our  National  Association.  I 
would  say,   however,  that  our  National  Association  should  con- 
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sider  the  interests  of  the  practitioner  as  being  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior, to  that  of  any  other  class  in  our  ranks ;  furthermore,  it  is 
essential  that  it  does  this,  if  it  is  to  maintain  the  Eclectic  school. 
Moreover,  if  we  are  to  live  and  thrive  as  a  School  of  Medicine, 
the  National  organization  must  be  kept  up.  The  neglect  of 
National  and  general  alliance  has  caused  the  disintegration  and 
downfall  of  very  important  movements  in  the  past.  ^^  Axes  to 
grind  "  should  be  given  the  cold  shoulder  by  all  our  associations. 
Neither  the  district,  State,  or  National  Associations  should  give 
encouragement  to  those  who  seek  to  employ  them  as  agents 
whereby  they  may  gain  interested  or  private  ends.  In  our  ranks 
no  man's  dictum  should  go  further  than  his  moral  and  personal 
influence ;  we  should  acknowledge  no  authority  but  the  Right. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  let  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
every  member  be :  We  have  no  friends  to  reward,  no  enemies  to 
punish — nobody  to  favor,  nobody  to  crush ! 

We  are  enlisted  for  a  cause — to  sustain  personal  rights,  free- 
dom in  practice,  and  everything  that  makes  for  justice,  enlight- 
enment, fraternity,  and  advanced  medicine — as  no  man's  men, 
but  as  maintainers  of  a  Right  and  Principle. 


ART.  XL. — ^Persistent  Sympathetic  Vomiting  of  Pregnancy — ^Two 
Gases. — By  W.  T.  Baird,  M.  D.,  Albany,  Texas,  and  R. 
G.  Wii-jliams,  M.  D.,  Whitney,  Texas. 

Case  No.  i. — I  recently  treated  a  young  married  lady  for  ob- 
stinate vomiting  due  to  pregnancy ;  and  as  the  result  was  so  sat- 
isfactory—  whereas  the  result  of  these  cases  is  generally  so 
unavailing,  and  so  trying,  both  to  patient  and  physicians — I  am 
induced  to  give  history  and  treatment  of  the  case. 

Mrs.  A.  R.,  aged  19,  married  in  September  last,  and  preg- 
nant now  three  months.  She  had  always  been  healthy,  though 
of  a  rather  delicate  constitution.  She  commenced  vomiting  two 
months  ago  (present  date  July  5th),  and  continued  till  she  be- 
came quite  emaciated;  then  restlessness  set  in,  and  day  nor 
night  she  could  not  sleep,  only  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time.  On 
swallowing  anything  whatever,  either  food  or  drink,  vomiting 
was  provoked,  and  she  suffered  constantly  with  a  distressing 
nausea,  even  while  the  stomach  was  empty,'  accompanied  by  a 
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most  terrible  heart-burn  constantly;  gjeat  jactitation  and  rolling- 
about  on  the  bed  and  wildly  tossing  her  arms.  (These  were  not 
symptoms  of  hysteria — there  was  no  snch  complication.)  Her 
temperature  was  normal,  and  her  pulse  ranging  from  i6o  to  iSo 
per  minute,  weak  and  easily  compressed.  A  large  herpetic 
ulcer  occupied  each  angle^  of  her  mouth.  The  walls  of  the 
stomach  were  so  greatly  thickened  by  congestion  of  its  vascular  . 
tissue,  that  it  presented  the  appearance  of  a  large  pulsating  tu- 
mour, which  could  be  plainly  seen  beating  as  she  lay  on  her  back. 
The  abdominal  walls  were  tense  and  rigid ;  bladder  containing 
nearly  a  pint  of  light-colored  urine,  although  she  said  she  had 
voided  her  urine  a  few  minutes  previous  to  my  arrival.  Uterine 
hemorrhage  had  set  in  the  night  before,  and  she  was  now  threat- 
ened with  abortion.  The  tongue  was  coated  with  a  thick,  yellow 
ish  fur,  tips  and  edges  intensely  red,  and  presented  the  appear- 
ance of  a  piece  of  raw  beef ;  surface  dry  and  harsh.  The  only 
pain  complained  of  was  that  in  her  stomach,  which  was  constant 
and  excessive. 

She  had  been  under  treatment  of  my  esteemed  colleague^  Dr. 
Powell,  who  had  been  called  away  a  long  distance,  hence  my 
services  were  required.  •  The  doctor  had  given  her  carbolic  acid 
and  a  cathartic,  and  also  some  other  remedies,  and  had  brought 
over  his  electrical  apparatus,  but,  I  believe,  did  not  use  it. 

Having,  from  experience  in  these  cases,  little  faith  in  medica- 
tion, by  the  mouth  especially,  seeing  the  stomach  is  in  such  con- 
dition that  all  absorption  must  be  arrested,  I  at  once  resorted  to 
the  use  of  the  electrical  current.  At  first  I  applied  a  current 
from  the  primary,  with  ist  and  2nd  induction  coils — positive  in 
the  vagina,  electrode  insulated  to  near  its  tip,  which  point  was 
brought  in  contact  with  the  os  uteri ;  then,  using  my  hand  for 
the  negative,  I  passed  it  gently  over  the  abdominal  region  and 
over  the  spine  for  about  twenty  minutes,  with  the  current  as 
strong  as  she  could  bear  with  comfort.  Then,  using  the  same 
current,  I  applied  the  positive  with  a  sponge  electrode  over  the 
region  of  the  stomach,  and  the  negative  on  the  spine,  opposite^ 
also  over  the  right  hypochondriac  region,  for  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes.  The  position  of  the  poles  was  varied — at  times  a  cur- 
rent was  sent  down  the  spine,  negative  to  os  coxcygis  and  posi- 
tive to  cervical  region,  for  a  few  minutes. 


Persistent  Sympathetic  Vomiting  of  Pregncmcy.  '    48& 

m 

This  treatment,  with  the  omission  of  application  to  the  os, 
was  instituted  twice  a  day  for  four  days.  The  first  application 
arrested  the  uterine  hemorrhage  while  the  current  was  being  ap- 
plied, and  it  only  occurred  once,  and  then  only  for  a  few  min* 
utes.  The  jactitation  subsided  at  once,  and  did  not  recur.  The 
first  night  she  slept  better ;  second  day,  her  pulse  was  140  to  160, 
other  symptoms  unchanged.  Third' day,  pulse  had  fallen  to  120 
to  140,  while  the  pain  in  the  stomach  had  become  less  intense ; 
tongue  cleaning  off  and  losing  the  fiery  redness ;  bowels  softer, 
stomach  diminishing  in  size,  urine  highly  colored  (but  containing 
no  bile),  and  voided  without  difficulty.  Fourth  day,  all  symp- 
toms improving;  pulse  120.  Ate  occasionally  on  the  fourth 
day,  without  experiencing  either  nausea,  retching  or  vomiting , 
and  although  relieved  of  the  distressing  symptoms  she  was  too 
feeble  and  too  much  prostrated  from  the  exhausting  effects  of 
emesis,  and  the  privation  of  food  and  drink,  to  sit  up  in  bed, 
and  when  raised  experienced  vertigo.  On  the  fifth  day  — 
by  which  time  the  seances  or  application  of  the  electric  current 
had  been  reduced  to  one  only — her  pulse  was  fuller  and  stronger, 
and  she  ate  well  her  accustomed  food  without  a  return  of  the 
nausea  and  vomiting,  and  was  dismissed  feeling,  as  she  said, 
"perfectly  well,"  and  being  able  to  sleep  as  in  health.  She  sat 
up  a  few  moments  on  the  fifth  day.  When  I  called  again,  on  the 
sixth  day  from  my  first  visit,  I  found  there  had  been  slight  return 
of  the  nausea  before  breakfast,  but  not  afterwards,  and  at  this, 
visit  I  found  her  perfectly  comfortable  and  able  to  eat  her  three 
meals  a  day  without  discomfort  or  without  a  return  of  the  vomit* 
ing ;  meantime  the  abdomen  had  softened  and  the  bowels  had 
acted  spontaneously,  whereas  enemas  had  been  used  previously ; 
tongue  cleaned  off,  and  presenting  almost  a  normal  healthy  ap* 
pearance.  I  had  no  fears  for  her  safety  now,  and  dismissed  the 
case. — W.  71   Baird^  M,  D, 

Case  No.  2. — Mrs.  K.  M.,  Colorado,  Texas,  aged  23,  mar- 
ried May  1st,  1884;  general  health  good;  usual  weight  130 
pounds.  Early  in  October  of  same  year  she  aborted  at  sixth 
week.  By  the  following  December  her  general  health  was  fully 
restored,  and  continued  excellent  until  April  ist,  1885,  when  she 
again  conceived.     Nausea  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  per- 
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distent  symptoms;  for  the  first  two  weeks  in  April  vomiting 
came  on  only  in  the  afternoons,  but  by  the  15th  inst.  it  was  as 
troublesome  in  the  morning.  About  this  time  Dr.  C.  was  called 
in.  By  May  ist  this  vomiting  was  more  or  less  constant  through 
the  night  as  well  as  the  day.  Dr.  T.  was  now  called  in  some 
time  later,  but  failing  to  give  the  desired  relief,  her  husband  de- 
sired my  services.  I  reached  her  bedside  on  the  morning  of 
June  nth. 

At  this  date  she  was  greatly  emaciated,  restless,  and  unable  to 
■sleep  more  than  two  out  of  twenty-four  hours.  Bowels  costive, 
moving  only  by  daily  enemas';  mentally  depressed,  extremely 
nervous,  complete  loss  of  appetite,  and  vomiting  almost  con- 
stantly. 

Believing  the  former  attending  physicians  had  about  ex* 
hausted  all  medical  treatment,  I  determined  to  withhold  all  medi- 
•cines,  and  treat  my  case  wholly  with  electricity.  For  this 
purpose  I  used  the  Faradic  battery,  primary,  with  ist  and  2nd 
induction  coils,  positive  electrode  to  cervical  vertebra,  negative 
to  epigastrium,  length  of  application  twenty  minutes ;  then  with 
stronger  current  passed  the  current  down  the  spine,  labial  appli- 
cation, time  five  minutes;  then  placed  positive  electrode  over 
coccyx,  using  negative  over  lower  extremities,  three  minutes. 
In  this  way  electricity  was  used  twice  on  the  nth,  three  times 
•each  on  the  12th. and  13th,  when  my  battery  failed  to  perform. 
No  benefit  whatever  was  perceptible  until  after  the  fifth  applica- 
tion, when  my  case  slept  well  all  night,  awakening  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th  calling  for  food.  Food  and  fluids  were  now 
given  liberally,  and  retained. 

On  this  day  she  determined  to  return  with  me  to  my  home  for 
further  electrical  treatment,  and  though  the  distance  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  journey  was  made  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  without  once  vomiting. 

On  the  15th  electrical  treatment  was  again  instituted,  and  con- 
tinued morning  and  night,  with  steady  improvement,  until  the 
20th,  when  mastititis  supervened. 

This  was  first  treated  by  the  application  of  the  P.  A.  Harris 
bandage,  but  from  faulty  arrangement  it  failed  to  give  the  re- 
lief expected,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  both   glands  be- 


A  Case  in  Pmctice.  491 

ing  greatly  enlarged  and  extremely  painful,  preventing  sleep  the 
previous  night,  I  began  the  electrical  treatment,  directed  espe- 
•ctally  to  the  breasts,  applying  the  positive  electrode  to  gland, 
with  the  negative  to  upper  dorsal  vertebra,  then  passed  the  cur- 
rent directly  through  the  mamma  from  side  to  side. 

After  the  fourth  application  I  heard  no  further  complaint,  and 
•ceased  all  treatment,  except  general  electrical  tonic  treatment 
once  per  day,  until  the  6th  of  July,  when  she  returned  home« 

On  the  day  of  her  departure  from  home  she  weighed  no 
pounds;  on  the  day  of  her  return  she  weighed  123  pounds.  All 
of  the  other  symptoms  had  proportionately  improved.  The 
bowels  wer6  moving  normally,  the  appetite  splendid.  She 
rested  well  each  night,  an^  slept  an  hour  or  two  each  day.  She 
was  now  cheerful  and  buoyant,  and  begun  to  show  roses  on  each 
cheek. 

July  24. — Have  just  received  a  letter  from  my  case,  stating 
that  she  is  doing  finely. — 3/.  G.   Williams^  M.  D. 


ABT.  XLL— A  Cms  in  Practice.— By  W.  H.  Carter,  M.  D., 
Rising  Sun,  Polk  Co.,  Iowa. 

I  was  summoned  Aug.  23,  1885,  to  see  Joseph  Ogilvie,  and 
found  him  suffering  with  bilious  colic.  He  was  taken  the  day 
previous  very  suddenly  with  nausea,  vomiting  and  very  severe 
cramping  of  the  bowels.  The  symptoms  were  as  follows: 
Tongue  coated  heavily  at  base,  bowels  obstinately  constipated, 
skin  dry,  abdomen  tumid  and  hard,  retching  violent  and  painful. 
The  contents  of  stomach,  as  thrown  up,  were  a  yellowish,  acrid 
bilious  matter.  Pulse,  85 ;  temperature,  very  little  above  the 
normal  standard.  There  was  craving  for  water,  but  when  taken 
it  only  aggravated  the  nausea.  I  prescribed  as  follows :  Gave 
hypodermic  injection  of  morphia,  i-yth  gr. ;  atropine,  i-24th 
gr.  B.  Aconite,  gtt.  viij. ;  gelsemium,  3ss. ;  dioscorea,  3iij.  ; 
water,  Sjv.  M.  S.  Teaspoonful  one  to  two  hours.  And  I 
left  my  patient  for  the  night.  On  the  next  morning,  Aug.  24th, 
I  returned  to  see  him,  and  found  he  had  rested  some  the  pre- 
vious night,  but  there  was  increase  in  temperature  and  the 
heart's  action,  with  some  tympanitis,  and  soreness  over  the 
entire  abdomen,  which  indicated  that  I  had  a  case  of  peritonitis. 
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Did  not  make  any  change  in  treatment,  other  than  I  ordered  the 
febrifuge  every  hour. 

At  this  juncture  the  wife,  being  very  nervous  and  excitable, 
wished  to  know  just  how  long  her  husband  was  going  to  be  sick^ 
and  what  day  I  thought  he  would  be  able  to  sit  up.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  course  I  was  not  able  to  give  her  a  definite  answer,  but 
told  her  I  feared  inflammation  had  set  up,  and  would  make  a 
continued  form  of  fever.  I  ordered  a  lye  poultice  to  the  entire 
abdomen,  and  left  for  the  night. 

Returned  Aug.  25.  Temperature  and  pulse  some  better,  but 
abdomen  very  much  distended  with  gases — exquisitely  tender, 
etc. 

Aug.  26,  8  A.  M.  Found  patient  still  better,  with  decrease  in 
temperature ;  tenderness  not  bo  exquisite,  etc.  Yet  the  wife 
was  very  much  excited,  having  been  alone  with  her  husband  the- 
previous  night.  She  told  me  she  could  sit  by  the  bed  and 
imagine  she  saw  him  growing  worse  all  the  while.  She  also- 
told  me  that  she  had  sent  to  Des  Moines  for  one  Dr.  Carter,  in 
whom  she  placed  great  confidence,  and  hoped  it  would  meet  xny 
approbation.  I  gave  my  assent  to  the  matter,  yet  told  her  Mr. 
Ogilvie  was  improving,  and  had  been  since  the  previous  morn- 
ing. Dr.  E.  H.  Carter  arrived  about  10  o'clock.  I  had  re- 
mained in  the  meantime.  After  Dr.  C.  had  examined  the  pa- 
tient, we  withdrew  from  the  chamber.  I  told  the  Dr.  what  I 
was  doing,  and  he  remarked  that  my  patient  was  doing  well  and 
the  treatment  was  good,  yet  as  an  anodyne  he  preferred  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  morphia  and  atropia  pills.  I  believe  the  Doctor 
told  me  the  formula  was:  Morphia,  1-24  gr. ;  atropia,  1-120  gr. 
I  assented  to  the  change,  not  because  I  thought  it  best  for  the 
patient,  but  because  Dr.  C.  shared  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
patient's  friends.  Consequently  we  dropped  the  hypodermic 
injections  of  morphia  and  atropine,  and  used  Dr.  C.'s  little  pills 
for  two  days  without  procuring  the  necessary  quiet  and  rest, 
such  as  we  had  been  getting  from  the  injections. 

Aug.  27.  I  returned  to  see  the  patient.  Found  him  still  im- 
proving, yet  he  had  not  rested  so  well  the  previous  night.  Con- 
tinued treatment  as  before.  (He  was  taking  one  pill  every  two- 
hours,  but  had  begun  by  taking  them  four  hours  apart.) 
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Aug.  28,  8  A.  M.  Found  patient  doing  very  well,  yet  was 
somewhat  restless,  especially  during  the  night.  Mr.  Ogilvie 
told  me  he  wanted  the  injections  again ;  that  the  pills  were  not 
doing  him  any  good.  I  told  him  to  use  the  pills  until  the  even- 
ing, and  I  would  return  about  5  o'clock  and  give  him  the  in- 
jections as  before.  Did  so  at  5  o'clock,  and  left  him  for  the 
night. 

Aug.  29,  8  A.  M.  Found  patient  without  fever,  yet  there  was 
some  tenderness  over  the  abdomen,  which  was  somewhat  dis- 
tended with  gases.  Continued  same  treatment,  but  less  fre- 
quent, and  ordered  injections  of  water  to  facilitate  tl^e  action  of 
podophyllin  triturated  in  sugar  of  milk  (first  dec.  trit.).  I  had 
begun  in  three-grain  doses,  after  the  fever  was  under  control. 

I  have  omitted  to  say  that  I  had  been  using  turpentine,  both 
internally  and  externally. 

The  case  progressed  slowly  but  steadily  from  Aug.  29th  until 
Sept.  3d,  I  each  evening  giving  the  injections  about  5  o'clock  to 
insure  rest  at  night.  During  this  time  patient  had  acquired  a 
good  appetite.  On  the  morning  of  Sept.  3d  found  him  with 
elevated  temperature  and  accelerated  pulse — temperature  I  be- 
lieve registered  102^,  with  increased  soreness  over  the  bowels. 
This  unfortunate  occurrence  aroused  the  anxieties  of  the  wife 
and  friends.  I  ordered  the  febrifuge  more  frequently,  gave  the 
injection,  and  left. 

Returned  Sept.  4th.  Found  fever  declining,  with  a  subsi- 
dence of  other  symptoms,  the  patient  retaining  his  appetite  and 
feeling  quite  well.  Having  given  injection  the  previous  evening 
at  5  o'clock  without  a  sufficiency  of  morphia  to  counteract  the 
atropine,  the  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  atropia  for  two 
or  three  hours  to  the  extent  of  delirium  during  the  night ;  yet 
the  'symptoms  were  all  favorable — the  tongue,  presenting  a 
healthy  appearance,  and  the  excretory  organs  performing  their 
several  functions  well.  Yet  during  the  night  the  family  had 
become  greatly  alarmed,  and  sent  for  their  Des  Moines  pet,  who 
came  out,  found  the  patient  convalescent,  yet  condemned  my 
treatment  in  my  absence,  or  before  I  arrived — condemned  the 
very  treatment  that  had  tided  the  patient  over,  and  destroyed  the 
little  confidence  remaining  in  the  patient,  who  more  than  once 
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had  expressed  that  he  thought  I  was  doing  my  duty,  and  be- 
lieved I  was  helping  him.  Now  to  be  candid  about  such  mat-^ 
ters,  I  had  much  rather  a  man  would  come  to  my  pantry  at 
night  and  take  my  bread  and  butter. 

I  hope  the  reader  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  morphia 
and  atropia,  hypodermically,  are  the  best  anodyne  known  where 
they  are  indicated.  I  have  used  them  in  various  conditions  with 
universal  success.  Remember  that  the  i~24th  of  a  grain  is  the 
maximum  dose,  yet  I  have  given  the  i-2oth  in  sciatic  neuralg^a^ 
in  order  to  get  the  immediate  constitutional  effect  of  atropia. 
Great  caution  and  good  judgment  should  be  exercised  in  admin- 
istering the  drug  in  this  dose.  Usually  i-30th  to  i-40th  of  a 
grain  is  given  to  adults.  I  never  inject  morphia  without  asso- 
ciating it  with  a  solution  of  atropia. 


ABT.  XLII. — Minates  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  Missouri.. 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  6,  1885. 

This  Society  met  in  the  halls  of  the  American  Medical 
College  Oct.  6th,  pursuant  to  a  call  of  the  President.  The 
President  and  Vice-President  being  absent,  Prof.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer,. 
M.  D.,  called  the  house  to  order. 

Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D.,  was  chosen  temporary  chaiiman. 

The  Secretary  also  being  absent,  Dr.  A.  V.  Thorpe  was. 
chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Reading  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  was  dispensed 
with,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  Secretary  to  forward  the 
books. 

Profs.  Pitzer  and  Rowe  were  appointed  to  vacancies  on  the 
Board  of  Censors. 

The  Censorial  Committee  reported  the  names  of  the  applicants 
for  membership,  all  of  whom  were  elected  by  the  vote  of  the 
Society.     (See  Report  of  Board  of  Censors.) 

For  members  who  paid  dues  for  1885,  see  list  of  members- 
under  *' Dues  paid." 

The  Foreign  Secretary,  Prof.  Pitzer,  reported  having  received 
a  number  of  letters  from  parties  in  England  desiring  to  know 
the  price  at  which  they  could  purchase  diplomas.  He  did  not 
answer  these  enquiries. 
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Treasurer  Younkin  reported  the  cash  in  treasury  to  be  ^44.46. 

Prof.  Younkin  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  stated  that: 
there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  Eclectics  to  do  as  the3r 
pleased,  and  therefore  a  great  many  please  to  stay  at  hom^, 
perhaps  on  business  accounts,  etc.  Following  this.  Prof.  Rut- 
ledge  delivered  an  able  address. 

By  motion  duly  seconded,  Prof.  G.  A.  Rowe,  M.  D.,  was- 
elected  a  special  committee  of  one  to  report  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  for  the  press. 

Just  at  this  juncture  Vice-President  E.  J.  Williamson,  M.  D., 
came  in.  Prof.  Younkin  called  him  to  the  chair,  upon  taking 
which  he  made  a  few  remarks  excusing  his  tardiness,  which 
were  received  with  cheers. 

Prof.  Pitzer  invited  all  tbe  members  to  visit  his  office  before 
leaving  the  city,  and  witness  electrical  exhibitions. 

Adjourned  to  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Afternoon  Session^  Oct.  6,  1885. — Promptly  at  2  p.  m.  Vice- 
President  Williamson  called  the  house  to  order,  and  delivered 
an  address. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Hunt,  McFall,  Mo.,  spoke  concerning  the  neces- 
sity of  organizing  District  Associations.  The  subject  was  dis- 
cussed by  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Gates,  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Pitzer  and  others. 

Prof.  Younkin  operated  for  pterygium. 

Several  addresses  were  made,  and  the  Society  adjourned  to 
9:30  A.  M.  Oct.  7. 

Second  Day*s  Proceedings^  Oct.  7,  1885.-9:30  a.m.  The 
house  was  called  to  order  by  Vice-President  Williamson. 

Secretary  Hamlin  having  arrived,  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  called  for,  read  and  adopted. 

The  Constitution  and  By-laws  were  then  read,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  new  members  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Pitzer  then  read  letters  from  T.  Hodge  Jones,  M.  D.,  S. 
V.  StoUer,  M.  D.,  and  A.  H.  Chaffee,  M.  D. — the  latter  asking 
admission  into  the  Society.  On  account  of  the  absence  of  the 
necessary  reference,  voting  on  the  election  of  Dr.  Chatfee  was* 
laid  over  till  the  afternoon  session.  Afterward  the  necessary 
reference  was  furnished,  and  Dr.  Chaffee  is  now  a  full  member 
of  the  Society. 
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The. Board  of  Censors  then  presented  the  name  of  Dr.  J.  N. 
Anderson,  of  Conway,  Mo.,  for  membership.    He  was  received. 

Prof.  Younkin  presented  two  clinics ;  the  first  was  diagnosed 
enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland.  The  case  was  discussed  at 
some  length  by  Profs.  Pitzer,  Younkin  and  others.  Prof. 
Younkin  said  that  in  cases  of  long  standing  it  was  difficult  to 
derive  much  benefit  from  treatment.  Recent  cases  might  be 
benefitted.  In  this  case  he  would  recommend  the  continued 
use  of  the  iodide  of  potassium.  He  thought  electrolysis  might 
he  used  to  advantage  in  some  cases. 

Dr.  Pitzer  very  elaborately  explained  the  method  of  using 
electrolysis,  and  said  he  should  ti'y  it  when  opportunity  afforded. 

In  clinic  No.  2  the  diagnosis  was  an  epithelial  growth— epi- 
thelioma.    Operation  was  recommended. 

No.  3  was  a  little  girl  who  had  a  tumor  (sebaceous  cyst)  pos- 
terior to  the  right  ear.     Operation  recommended. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  have  500  blank 
membership  certificates  printed  at  once ;  and  each  member  of 
the  Society  to  be  supplied  with  a  certificate  of  membership, 
properly  signed,  as  early  as  practicable. 

.  Ordered,  the  Secretary  to  have  printed  a  sufficient  number  of 
Statements,  with  Art.  10  of  the  By-laws  thereon ;  and  that  he 
address  to  each  member  in  arrears  a  statement  of  his  indebted- 
ness to  the  Society,  and  ask  his  early  compliance  with  said 
Art.  lo  of  the  By-laws. 

Further  ordered,  that  the  Secretary  procure  a  book  for  the 
*'  Enrollment  of  Menxbers."  The  Constitution  and  By-laws  to 
be  written  on  the  first  pages  of  this  book  of  enrollment. 

Adjourned  to  2  p.  m. 

Afternoon  Session^  Oct.  7,  1885,  Vice-President  Williamson 
in  the  chair. 

Repaired  to  the  Amphitheatre,  where  Prof.  Younkin  per- 
formed each  of  the  operations  above  indicated. 

Returned  to  the  hall. 

Dr.  J.  H.  McDonald,  of  Worden,  111.,  spoke  concerning  gall 
stones,  and  showed  several  large  and  rare  specimens  procured 
from  patients  while  under  his  care. 

Prof.  G.  A.  Rowe  read  a   paper  on   the  *'  Status  of  Gynse- 
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cology,"  which  gave  evidence  that  the  author  vsras  master  of  his 
subject. 

In  the  matter  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Chaffee,  no  one  present  knew  him  , 
it  was  therefore  moved,  That  the  Board  of  Censors  procure  the 
necessary  reference^  and  act  in  the  case  as  to  them  seemed 
proper  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Society. — Carried. 

Prof.  Rutledge  read  a  very  able  paper,  entitled  **  Somethings 
we  Inherit."     It  was  well  received. 

The  Society  next  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  which 
resulted  as  follows: 

For  President — E.  J.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  900  Franklin  Ave., 
St.  Louis. 

Vice-President — A.  V.  Thorpe,  M.  D.,  Jamestown,  Mo. 

Secretary  (re-elected) — M.  M.  Hamlin,  M.  D.,  Gray's  Sum- 
mit, Mo. 

Treasurer — E.  Younkin,  M.  D.,  20th  &  Morgan  st.,  St,  Louis. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D.,  mo  Cham- 
bers street,  St.  Louis. 

The  officers  were  duly  installed. 

The  President  proceeded  to  appoint  as  follows: 

Board  of  Ctnzors. — Drs.  A.  Merrell,  G.  A.  Rowe  and  W. 
L.  Tavlor. 

Executive  Committee, — Drs.  A.  V.  Thorpe,  Jamestown, 
Mo. ;  T.  H.  Hunt,  McFall,  Mo. ;  and  Otto  F.  Voigt,  Far- 
ley, Mo. 

The  following  delegates  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  As- 
sociation were  elected:  Drs.  Chas.  H.  Bauricbter,  1318  North 
Eleventh  street,  St.  Louis ;  W.  L.  Taylor,  Greencastle,  Mo.  ; 
T.  H.  Hunt,  McFall,  Mo. ;  G.  A.  Rowe,  310  N.  Elevenfh  st., 
St.  Louis ;  Otto  F.  Voigt,  Farley,  Mo. ;  A.  H.  Vordick,  St. 
Louis ;  F.  W.  Randies,  Charity,  Mo. ;  E.  J.  Williamson,  900 
Franklin  Ave.,  St.  Louis. 

Ordered,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to 
appoint  seven  additional  delegates  to  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  Merrell,  the  Society  adopted  the  Bureau 
system  of  the  N.  E.  M.  Association ;  and  empowered  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  to  appoint  a  Chairman  and  Secretary  for 
each  Bureau. 
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Dr.  Hamlin  reported  a  case  in  practice,  in  which  he  had  taken 
nearly  half  of  a  glass  syringe  from  the  vagina  after  it  had  been 
there  for  more  than  seven  months. 

On  motion,  the  Executive  Committee,  with  the  President  and 
Secretary,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Publication. 

Prof.  A.  Merrell,  M.  D.,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  re- 
quested the  members  to  forward  to  him  information  as  to  the 
water  supply  in  their  several  localities. 

President  Williamson  presented  the  claims  of,  and  explained 
the  purposes  and  the  methods  of  operation  of,  the  Mutual  Aid 
Society  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Adjourned,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

M.  M.  Hamlin,  Secretary. 

Report  of  Board  of  Censors — ^Nkw  Members. 

Dr.    A.  B.  McLeran,  Ragville,  Mo Paid  $2  00 

F.  W.  Randies,  Charity,        "     ''  3  00 

J.  H.  Killough,  Brooklyn,     **    Due      

L.  B.  Laws,  Stanford,             *'     Paid  2  00 

G.  W.  Sellers,  Mt.  Moriah,  ''     ^    ''  2  00 

J.  M.  Manes,  Billings,  "    Due      

P.  N.  Norton,  Hamilton,       '     Paid  2  00 

J.  H.  Snyder,  Cameron,        **      •. "  2  00 

F.  N.  Burgin,  Lorraine,         *' "  2  00 

L.  M.  Camp,  Eldoii,              *'    ''  2  00 

OttoF.  Voigt,  Farley,            ''     *'  2  00 

John  T.  Davidson,  Middletown,  Mo. **  2  00 

T.  H.  Hunt,  McFall,           Mo ''  3  00 

W.  L.  Taylor,  Greencastle,  "*    "  2  00 

I.  Frank  Noel,  Unionville,    ''    '•  2  00 

A.  D.  Clarke,  Knoxville,       '*     * "  2  00 

M.  C.  Jacobs,  Richmond,     *'      "  2  00 

J.  N.  Anderson,  Conway,      *' •*  2  00 

A.  H.  Chaffee,  Breckenridge,  Mo "  2  00 

Total -$34  ^^ 
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The  following  members  paid  dues,  to-wit; 
Dr.   J.  H.   Crawford dues  for  5  years,  $5  00 
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Eemoval  of  Tonsils. 

The  Medical  Times^  according  to  the  Canada  Lancet^  writes : 
Dr.  De  Saint-Germain  gave  some  very  practical  remarks  on  this 
common  operation  that  we  are  so  often  called  upon  to  perform 
in  the  winter  season.  He  said:  '^You  noticed  that  I  just  re- 
fus^dy  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  the  parents,  to  perform 
the  operation  of  extirpation  of  the  tonsils  in  this  child,  although 
I  performed  it  in  two  others.  The  fact  is  that  this  simple  opera- 
tion is  not  without  danger  in  certain  cases.  How  shall  we  know 
when  not  to  operate?  Well,  there  is  a  rule  that  you  should  never 
forget:  it  is  never  to  cut  the  tonsils  until  they  touch  each  other 
in  the  median  line.  It  has  been  said  that  a  child  that  has  en- 
larged tonsils  is  subject  to  phthisis,  or  to  get  diphtheria,  but  it  is 
not  true ;  large  tonsils  don't  exercise  such  an  influence  over  the 
general  health.  There  are  cases  when  you  should  refuse  to 
operate.  When  you  see  the  mucous  membrane  inflamed,  and 
you  see  white  spots,  don't  operate  ;  wait,  and  under  treatment  it 
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will  regain  its  usual  rosy  color.  Ought  the  tonsils  to  be  cut  at 
all  ages  ?  No.  If  the  child  is  under  two,  wait,  for  fear  that  a 
loss  of  blood,  however  slight,  may  weaken  the  patient.  From 
four  years  of  age  up  to  twelve  is  the  period  for  operating.  At 
twelve,  if  it  is  a  girl,  wait,  for  very  often  at  this  period  or  later 
menstruation  may  come  on,  and  it  will  modify  the  condition  so 
that  no  operation  will  be  needed.  From  seventeen  to  nineteen, 
and  in  adults,  hemorrhage  may  be  feared.  Here  always  remain 
at  least  an  hour  with  them  after  the  operation.  As  a  last  coun- 
sel, don't  operate  at  all  when  there  is  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria. 
Having  decided  to  operate,  what  are  the  means  used  to  per- 
forfti  the  operation  ?  All  of  you  know  the  amygdalotome,  so  I 
won't  describe  it.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  think  it  will  pare  or 
scrape  the  tonsil,  but  it  will  not  extirpate  it,  so  that  some  other 
doctor  has  often  to  be  called  in  to  complete  the  operation  that 
you  have  left  unfinished.  It  is,  besides,  an  instrument  that  is 
difficult  to  keep  clean,  and  I  have  seen  the  knife-edge  break  off 
and  fall  into  the  pharynx,  so  that  I  do  not  use  this  instrument  at 
all.  I  use  concave  bistouries.  The  convex  side  is  put  against 
the  adherent  portion  of  the  tonsil,  and  the  concave  side  iis  to- 
ward the  base  of  the  tongue.  Right  and  left  instruments  are 
used.  With  these  instruments  you  can  pluck  the  gland  out  of 
its  socket  completely,  but  you  need  a  special  pair  of  forceps. 
These  are  long  pincers,  made  so  that  they  will  not  tear  the 
substance,  with  triangular  teeth  that  are  flat,  with  a  sort  of  gut- 
ter between,  exactly  like  a  small  waffle  iron,  from  which  you 
have  so  often  enjoyed  eating  the  cakes.  Place  the  pincers  hori- 
zontally, and  the  child  will  instinctively  open  its  mouth  wide,  so 
that  nothing  remains  but  to  cut  the  tonsil. 


How  to  ArroBt  the  Lacteal  Secretions. — ^Preyention  of  Hoc- 
tnrnal  Emissions. — ^By  6.  A.  Harman,  M.  D.,  Lancas- 
ter, O. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what  will  arrest  the  lacteal  secretion  ? 
I  usually  apply  a  liniment  composed  of  equal  parts  of  spirits  of 
camphor  and  tinctures  of  belladonna  and  phytolacca  freely,  one- 
half  to  one  ounce  upon  each  breast  at  each  bathihg  once  a  day ; 
then  bind  them  down  tightly,  first  covering  each  breast  with  cot* 
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ton,  placing  it  thicker  at  the  edges  than  in  the  center,  so  that  the 
pressure  will  be  distributed  over  the  whole  of  the  breasts,  and 
not  upon  the  center  only.  Where  only  one  breast  is  to  be  dried 
up,  tear  the  bandage  into  tails,  so  that  they  can  be  made  to 
straddle  the  other  breast.  Pressure  can  be  better  applied  by 
adhesive  straps,  and  the  pressure  is,  no  doubt,  much  the  better 
remedy.  I  have  thought  that  pressure  could  be  made  much 
more  equable  and  persistent  by  attaching  to  each  end  of  a  piece 
of  lasting,  a  few  inches  long,  short  adhesive  strips,  several  of 
which  could  be  drawn  tightly  over  the  breast. 

In  answer  to  the  query,  what  will  cure  nocturnal  emissions  ? 
The  bad  habit  that  produced  them  being  broken  up,  I  have 
found  nothing  equal  to:  K.  Brom.  potass.,  chloral  hydrastis,  of 
each  Sss. ;  aq.  menth.  pip.,  Sjss. ;  syr.  simplicis,  l^ijss.  Mix. 
A  teaspoonful  two  or  three  times  through  the  day,  and  two  tea- 
spoonfuls  at  bed-time. 

This  will,  in  most  cases,  control  passion  and  prevent  ereetion, 
hence  there  i&  no  emission.  I  sometimes  have  to  increase  the 
dose.  I  will  illustrate  its  power  to  control  the  passion  by  one 
case.  A  young  gentleman  who  was  troubled  with  acne  on  the 
face  applied  for  relief.  Knowing  the  relation  of  this  eruption 
to  the  sexual  function,  I  thought  to  be  better  able  to  treat  his 
acne  by  controlling  his  amativeness,  so  in  conjunction  with  an 
ointment  I  gave  him  the  above.  The  second  night  of  the  treat- 
ment he  called  on  his  *' dulcina,"  with  whom  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  frequently  spending  a  night.  After  their  united  efforts 
for  two  or  three  hours  to  excite  his  passions  had  failed,  he  got 
up,  angry  and  disgusted,  dressed,  and  went  home.  The  first 
thing  he  did  after  getting  into  his  room  was  to  throw  that  medi- 
cine into  the  street. — Afed,   World. 


The  Cure  for  Tonsillitis. 

Gargles,  inhalations,  mixtures  taken  internally  and  bleeding 
have  all  been  tried,  with  various  success,  in  attempts  to  alleviate 
or  cure  this  disease.  Aconite  and  belladonna  have  been  used, 
with  varied  success,  in  the  attempt  to  cut  short  the  attack.  Only 
comparatively  recently  the  valuable  properties  of  bicarbonate  of 
sodium  were  referred  to  in  this  journal  in  the  treatment  of  ton- 
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sillitis,  and  in  the  Australasian  Gazette^  for  May  15,  1885,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Kendal  states  that  he  has  been  using  this  drug  in  this  af- 
fection for  the  last  four  years,  and,  as  yet,  it  has  never  failed  to 
produce  a  good  result.  The  remedy  was  introduced  to  the  pro- 
fession by  M.  Gine,  of  France.  He  claimed  that  by  the  use  of 
the  drug  he  was  able  to  cut  short  an  attack  of  tonsillitis  twenly- 
four  hours  after  the  application  of  the  powdered  salt  to  the  ton- 
sil. Such  a  rapid  cure  has,  however,  never  occurred  in  Mr. 
Kendal's  practice,  but  he  has  had  very  good  results  in  thirty-six 
and  forty-eight  hours,  although  in  elderly  people  the  attack  has 
lasted  five  or  six  days.  The  drug  is  well  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  profession  on  account  of  the  absence  of  harmful  proper- 
ties, and  is,  without  dou)>t,  also  useful  in  cases  of  an  inflam- 
matory sort,  either  due  to  the  influences  of  cold  or  to  an  exhausted 
nervous  system. —  Therapeutic  Gazette. 

m 

Injections  of  Ether  in  Sciatica.* — By  Z.  Orto,  M.  D.,  of  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  briefly  to  a  case  of  sciatica,  success- 
fully treated  by  hypodermic  injections  of  sulphuric  ether. 

On  October  29th,  1884,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  C,  whom  I 
found  in  bed,  suffering  greatly  with  pain  in  her  right  leg  and 
hip — unattended  by  redness  or  swelling.  Mrs.  C.  is  39  years  old, 
of  a  nervous  temperament,  has  a  good  family  history,  and  has 
always  had  good  health  until  the  birth  of  her  last  child,  which 
occurred  on  February  14th,  1883.  The  patient  states  that  three 
days  after  the  birth  of  this  child  fever  came  on,  and  continued 
for  about  six  weeks,  during  which  time  she  was  unconscious ; 
and  that  when  the  fever  ceased  and  consciousness  returned,  she 
was  unable  to  move  her  right  leg  without  excruciating  pain. 
There  were  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  limb,  which  caused 
great  suffering.  She  states  she  remained  in  about  the  same 
condition,  except  that  there  was  a  gradual  wearing  away  of  the 
pain,  for  six  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  she  was  able, 
by  the  aid  of  crutches,  to  move  around  the  house,  but  at  no  time 
was  she  free   from  pain — and  two  weeks  prior  to  my  first  visit 

*  Read  before  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Arkansas,  April  28d,  1885. 
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she  was  again  seized  with  the  intolerable  pain  in  her  right  hip 
and  leg  that  had  previonsly  caused  so  much  trouble.  She  at 
once  went  to  bed,  and  had  been  compelled  to  keep  under  the  in- 
fluence of  opium. 

On  examination,  I  found  tenderness  all  along  the  course  of 
the  sciatic  nerve,  and,  as  before  stated,  without  redness  or  swell- 
ing of  the  limb.  All  movements  of  the  limb  had  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  aid  of  the  patient's  hand  applied  to  the  thigh,  and 
with  the  left  foot  under  *the  right.  I  at  once  diagnosticated  sci- 
atica ;  and  having  read  of  some  cases  successfully  treated  by 
hypodermic  injections  of  sulphuric  ether,  by  Dr.  C.  G.  Com- 
egys,  of  Cincinnati,  published  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and 
Clinic  for  July,  1878,  I  determined  to  give  this  remedy  and 
method  a  trial. 

On  the  morning  of  November  30,  my  patient  leceived  the  first 
injection  of  twenty  drops,  the  syringe  being  inserted  behind  the 
trochanter  major,  the  point  recommended  by  Dr.  Comegys. 
The  injections  were  given  in  the  ordinary  superficial  way. 
Seven  injections  were  used  in  all,  at  intervals  of  twelve  hours, 
using  in  the  last  six  thirty  drops  each.  The  injections  were  fol- 
lowed by  violent  pain  of  a  burning  character,  which,  however, 
soon  passed  off.  The  patient  declared  she  could  taste  the  ether 
distinctly  by  the  time  the  syringe  was  withdrawn.  The  acute 
neuralgic  pain  was  relieved  by  the  first  injection,  and  never  re- 
turned as  severely  as  before.  Improvement  was  noted  from  the 
begmning,  the  patient  sleeping  soundly  .without  any  other  ano- 
dyne. The  progress  of  the  case  was  favorable,  though  rather 
slower  than  those  of  Dr.  Comegys,  though  I  think  this  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  former  condition  of  the  patient.  In  less 
than  ten  days  the  patient  was  able  to  h^,  out  of  bed,  and  has 
since  been  attending  to  her  domestic  affairs,  enjoying  perfect 
health,  save  a  little  stiffness  in  her  right  leg. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware.  Dr.  Comegys  was  the  first  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  value  of  this  remedy  in  sciatica. 
From  my  experience  with  ether,  in  this  one  case,  I  am  prepared 
to  agree  with  him  when  he  says  *'  in  this  I  believe  we  have  a  safe 
and  eflScient  remedy  for  this  troublesome  and  painful  disease." 
He  believes  it  to  he  equally  efficacious  in  circumflex  neuralgia  as 
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well  as  tic  douloureux.  Heretofore  ether  used  hypodermically 
has  not  been  satisfactory  as  an  anodyne.  As  a  stimulant  to  the 
heart's  action,  it  has  been  used  quite  extensively  by  some  prac- 
titioners. 

Arnozan,  in  a  recent  publication,  states  that  ether  when  used 
hypodermically  produces  an  acute  neuritis.  Its  action  in  sciatica 
is  certainly  open  to  investigation,  and  cannot  be  harmonized 
with  the  above  theories,  if  our  present  view  of  the  pathology  of 
sciatica  be  correct.  Local  irritation  rafely  ever  results  from  its 
use.  —  your.  Am,  Med,  Ass, 


Cocaine  in  Hay  Fever. 

Dr.  G-  H.  Simmons,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  writes  to  the  Medical 
Record  that  he  has  used  cocaine  for  the  relief  of  hay  fever  with 
marked  success  in  sev^eral  instances.  He  relates  the  following 
case:  **A  farmer  came  into  my  office  about  three  weeks  ago, 
and,  in  a  discouraged  manner,  asked  me  if  there  was  nothing  I 
could  give  him  to  relieve  him  of  that  terrible  suffering  and 
annoyance.  His  eyes  were  bloodshot,  and  his  looks  showed  that 
he  suffered  all  that  he  claimed  to.  Every  little  while  he  would 
have  an  attack  of  sneezing,  which  lasted  three  or  four  minutes, 
after  which  there  would  be  profuse  perspiration.  He  complained 
of  great  shortness  of  breath,  exhaustion,  and  dimness  of  sight. 
There  was  intense  itching  of  the  nares,  frontal  headache,  and 
severe  pain  in  the  eyes.  It  was  the  eye  trouble  that  suggested 
cocaine  to  my  mind,  apd  as  I  had  only  a  few  minutes  before 
been  using  a  two  per  cent,  solution  in  a  case  of  cystitis  (and 
with  success),  I  without  hesitancy  concluded  to  try  it  in  this  case. 
I  dropped  two  or  three  minims  of  the  solution  into  each  eye, 
and  the  effect  was  almost  miraculous.  I  then  with  a  camel-hair 
pencil  applied  a  few  drops  to  each  nostril  and  well  back  into  the 
posterior  nares.  The  relief  was  immediate  and  complete.  I 
gave  my  patient  two  drachms  of  the  solution  and  instructed  him 
how  to  use  it.  I  saw  him  again  in  ten  days,  and  his  praises  in 
favor  of  the  remedy  were  very  profuse.  He  had  used  it  about 
three  times  a  day,  and  thus  kept  off  all  symptoms  of  his  annual 
trouble.  It  was  the  first  time  he  said  for  years  that  he  had  been 
free  from  it  during  the  latter  part  of  July  and  the  first  two  or 
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three  weeks  of  August.  A  second  case  in  which  the  same 
remedy  was  used  was  hardly  as  severe,  but  the  relief  was  just 
as  complete  and  satisfactory.  The  patient  was  a  married  lady, 
who  has  never  found  velief  before  without  going  either  to  the 
lakes  or  the  mountains.  In  this  case  I  used  a  four  per  cent,  so- 
lution." Dr.  Simmons  has  also  employed  cocaine  in  a  five  per 
cent,  solution  in  equal  parts  of  vaseline  and  castor  oil,  as  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Gelston,  of  Limerick.  He  was  successful,  but 
nevertheless  prefers  the  simple  aqueous  solution.  He  notes  that 
Mr.  John  Watson,  of  London,  has  obtained  relief  in  his  own 
case  by  the  use  of  tablets  of  cocaine  inserted  into  each  nostril. — 
Weekly  Medical  Review. 


The  Operative  Treatment  of  HemorrhoidB. 

In  a  paper  published  in  the  Nashville  yournal  of  Medicine 
•and  Surgery^  for  May,  1885,  Dr.  H.  S.  Duncan  recommends 
the  following  procedure  for  the  cure  of  hemorrhoids:  He  injects 
pure  carbolic  acid,  slowly,  until  the  whole  surface  of  the  tumor 
changes  its  color  to  a  pale  white  or  ashen  hue.  After  giving  the 
patient  a  few  moments  rest  he  lays  the  dead  tumor  open,  divid- 
ing it  into  two  equal  parts,  and  then  with  a  pair  of  scissors  cuts 
off  each  half,  as  close  to  the  live  tissue  as  possible  without  pro- 
ducing pain  or  hemorrhage.  After  relating  several  cases  treated 
in  this  way,  he  claims  superiority  for  the  method  upon  the  fol- 
lowing grounds:     . 

1.  It  is  comparatively  painless,  there  being  no  pain  whatever 
after  the  injection  of  the  acid,  and  then  not  of  sufficient  intensity 
to  justify  an  anaesthetic,  as  it  never  lasts  over  one  minute.    * 

2.  It  is  a  bloodless  operation,  as  there  is  never  a  drop  of 
blood  seen  except  in  highly  inflamed  tumors,  when  two  or  three 
drops  may  make  their  escape  from  the  needle,  puncture  before 
the  acid  is  injected. 

3.  The  repair  is  much  more  rapid  than  after  any  other  oper- 
ation that  he  has  ever  seen  performed.  The  patient  never  has 
to  keep  his  bed  more  than  one  or  two  days,  and  can  always  re- 
sume business  in  from  three  to  ten  days,  according  to  the  severity 
of  the  case  and  the  nature  of  his  occupation. 

Dr.  Duncan  concludes  his  paper  in  the  following  language : 
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**  To  those  who  have  been  prejudiced  by  writers  condemning- 
the  injection  of  acid,  I  will  say  that  their  failure  to  cure  only 
arose  from  their  not  having  completed  the  operation.  When 
only  a  few  drops  are  injected,  it  not  only  fails  to  cure,  but  leavea 
the  parts  in  a  worse  condition  than  before.  When  a  sufficient 
quantity  is  used  to  destroy  the  tunor,  and  the  latter  left  to 
slough  off,  a  very  offensive  odor  and  tedious  recovery  is  the  con- 
sequence. But  when  the  operation  is  completed  as  I  have  de- 
scribed, it  is  safe,  speedy  and  sure,  and  you  need  not  hesitate  to 
perform  it.  After  the  operation  I  use  a  mild  laxative  for  a  few 
days,  generally  cascara  sagrada,  which  I  find  very  efficient,  and 
direct  my  patient  to  bathe  frequently  with  warm  water  and  cas- 
tile  soap;  and  use  a  little  vaseline,  if  necessary,  to  keep  the 
wound  softened. —  Gaiiiard*s  Medical  JournaL 


Acetic  Acid  in  Alarming  Hemorrhage. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  in  the  Texas  Med,  Journal,^  reports  tf  case 
of  vesico- vaginal  fistula,  on  which  he  operated  on  May  23rd 
He  was  called  four  days  later,  in  consequence  of  an  alarming 
hemorrhage  from  the  bladder,  attended  by  severe  vesical  tenes- 
mus. The  patient  was  suffering  excruciating  pain,  and  clots  of 
blood  were  being  forced  from  the  bladder  by  muscular  con- 
traction. Morphia  was  given  h3q5odermically,  and  the  bladder 
irrigated  with  hot  water,  with  no  success.  Ergot  was  injected 
under  the  skin,  and  later  given  per  orem  ;  gallic  acid  was  also 
given,  but  this  too  failed.  An  examination  in  Sims'  position 
showed  that  the  stitches  were  intact,  the  lips  in  apposition,  and 
the  wound  presented  the  appearance  of  healing  by  first  inten- 
tion. No  leakage,  either  of  urine  or  blood,  had  occurred  from 
the  bladder  into  the  vagina  through  the  closed  fistula.  Other 
remedies,  such  as  tannin  in  ice  water,  alum  water,  etc.,. failing. 
Dr.  Ghent  thought  of  resorting  to  perchloridp  of  iron,  but  be- 
fore doing  this  determined  to  give  acetic  acid  a  trial — a  remedy 
which  Prof.  Penrose  had  used  successfully  in  post-partum  hem- 
oiThage.  He  mixed  a  half  pint  of  apple  vinegar  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  water,  and  just  after  the  expulsion  of  a  clot  washed 
tho  bladder,  through  a  double-barreled  catheter,  with  this  solu- 
tion.    The  contact  of  the  vinegar  with  the  interior  surface  of 


Abstracts.  SOT 

the  bladder  caused  considerable  pain,  but  the  hemorrhage  ceased 
instantly  and  never  recurred.  The  patient  made  a  complete 
recovery,  and  the  operation  proved  a  complete  success. — Miss. 

Valley  Med.  Monthly. 

♦ 

AtUoptaonu. 

The  composition  of  this  mixture  is  substantially  as  follows  r 
Sulphate  of  morphia,  2  grains ;  fluid  ext.  colchicum  seed,  fluid 
ext.  guaiac  resin,  of  each  i  fl.-dr. ;  potassium  acetate,  potassium 
salicylate,  of  each  60  grains ;  diluted  alcohol,  J  fluid-oz. ;  syrup 
of  squill,  sufficient  quantity  to  make  6  fl.-oz.  Mix  by  applying 
gentle  heat.  The  syrup  of  squill  should  be  prepared  by  digest- 
ing over  night  180  grains  of  squill  root  in  hot  water,  sufficient 
to  make  an  infusion,  when  strained,  of  3  fluid-ounces.  In  this 
is  dissolved  8  ounces  troy  of  sweet  glucose  by  gentle  heat. — 
Med.   World. 


Salicylic  Acid  in  Rheumatism. 

Dr.  P.  W.  Latham,  the  Downing  Professor  of  Medicine  at 
Cambridge,  in  an  article  entitled,  '^  Why  does  Salicylic  Acid 
Cure  Rheumatism,"  lays  down  the  following  rules  for  its  suc- 
cessful administration : 

Firsiy  the  true  salicylic  acid  obtained  from  the  vegetable  king- 
dom must  alone  be  employed.  If  you  have  to  give  large  doses, 
avoid  giving  the  artificial  product  obtained  from  carbolic  acid, 
however  much  it  may  have  been  dialysed  and  purified.  An  im- 
pure acid  will  very  quickly  produce  symptoms  closely  resembling 
delirium  tremens. 

Secondly^  give  the  acid  without  any  alkaline  base.  A  very 
good  form  is  to  mix  100  gi*ains  with  15  of  acacia  powder  and  a 
little  mucilage.  Allow  the  mass  to  stand  and  harden,  and  then 
divide  into  30  pills. 

Thirdly^  place  the  patient  fully  under  the  influence  of  the 
drug — that  is,  let  him  have  sufiicient  to  produce  cerebral  disturb- 
ance— that  is,  buzzing  in  the  ears,  or  headache,  or  slight  deaf- 
ness; with  the  development  of  these  symptoms,  the  temperature 
and  the  pain  in  the  joints  will  begin  to  decline.  To  an  adult  he 
generally  administers  three  doses  of  twenty  grains  (six  pills)  at 
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intervals  of  an  hour,  and  if  the  head  re  mains  unaffected,  a  fourth 
dose  at  the  end  of  another  hour ;  and  then  repeat  the  twenty 
grains  every  four  hours  until  the  physiological  effect  of  the  rem- 
•edy  shows  itself.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  grains  are  enough.  In  severe  cases,  one  hundred  and 
forty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  may  be  required.  Afterward, 
about  eighty  grains  a  day  are  sufficient,  and  as  the  temperature 
•declines,  smaller  quantities  will  develop  their  physiological 
effects,  sixty  or  even  fifty  grains  being  then  sufficient  to  produce 
cerebral  disturbance.  It  would  appear  that  as  long  as  the  rheu- 
matic poison  is  circulating  in  the  system  the  physiological  effect 
— that  is,  the  effect  it  produces  in  the  healthy  organism — does 
not  show  itself;  acting  as  an  antidote,  the  greater  the  amount  of 
poison,  the  larger  must  he  the  dose  of  the  remedy ;  but  as  soon 
as  the  formation  of  the  mater ies  morbi  is  stopped,  then  the 
excess  of  the  remedy  acts  as  it  would  in  the  healthy  organism, 
and  its  peculiar  physiological  effects  are  developed.  It  is  a  very 
striking  illustration  of  the  difference  between  the  therapeutical 
effect  of  a  remedy,  and  its  physiological  action. 

Fourthly^  give  the  patient  from  forty  to  eighty  grains  daily 
for  ten  days,  after  all  pain  and  pyrexia  have  passed  away. 

Fifthly^  let  the  patient's  diet  consist  entirely  of  milk  and  far- 
inaceous food  for  at  least  a  week  after  the  evening  temperature 
has  been  normal.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  patient  has  meat 
and  soup,  you  may  look  forward  with  fair  probability  to  a  re- 
lapse. 

Sixthly^  take  care  to  maintain  a  daily  and  complete  action  of 
the  bowels.  Calomel  is  the  best  purgative,  from  two  to  five 
grains  at  night,  followed  in  the  morning,  if  necessary,  with  a 
saline  draught.  This  is  the  most  important  adjuvant  to  the  ac- 
tion of  salicylic  acid. 

Seventhly^  let  the  patient  be  enveloped  in  a  light  blanket,  and 
with  no  more  bedclothes  than  are  sufficient  to  keep  him  from 
feeling  cold.  The  object  of  ihe  treatment  now  is  to  cool  the 
patient,  not,  as  in  former  times,  to  sweat  the  poison  out  of  him, 
-and  the  cooler  he  is  kept  the  sooner  will  the  temperature  be 
lowered. 

Dr.  Latham  has  not  vet  concluded  his  observations,  but  so  far 
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he  considers  that  though  lactic  acid  has  much  to  do  with  the 
symptoms,  it  is  the  excessive  formation  of  glycocine  and  of  uric 
acid  in  the  tissues  that  develops  the  symptoms  of  rheumatic 
fever,  and  salicylic  acid  cures  the  disease  by  combining  with  the 
antecedents  of  these  bodies,  and  prevents  their  formation. 
When  salicylic  acid  is  administered  internally,  it  passes  off  by 
the  urine  as  salicyluric  acid — that  is,  it  has  combined  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  system  either  with  glycocine  or  its  antecedent, 
for,  on  treating  salicyluric  acid  with  fuming  hydrochloric  acid,, 
it  is  resolved  into  salicylic  acid  and  glycocine.  Consequently, 
in  the  system,  by  seizing  either  upon  glycocine  or  its  antecedent,, 
salicylic  acid  takes  away  an  essential  constituent  of  uric  acid, 
and  so  prevents  the  formation  of  this  body. — Lancet. 


Is  Ergot  a  Specific  for  Puerperal  Gonynlsions? 

Editor  Medical  World: — During  a  conversation  on  puer- 
peral convulsions  some  time  ago,  an  old,  experienced  practi- 
tioner asked  me  if  I  knew  that  ergot  was  a  specific  for  that  dis- 
ease. I  replied  that  I  did  not ;  that  I  did  not  remember  ever 
seeing  or  hearing  it  recommended  in  such  cases,  except  to  hasten 
delivery.  He  said  that  he  had  never  failed  to  check  the  convul- 
sions with  ergot  alone,  in  the  many  cases  that  he  had  attended. 

His  method  of  using  it  is  to  give  large  and  often-repeated 
doses  until  the  patient  is  perfectly  crgotized.  He  describes  a 
patient  in  that  condition  as  being  almost  pulseless,  with  cold, 
clammy  skin  and  a  cadaverous  appearance.  He  gave  the  his- 
tory of  several  cases  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  give  stimulants 
to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  ergot  after  the  convulsions  had 
ceased. 

My  object  in  asking  the  question  which  heads  this  article  is 
two-fold :  First,  if  ergot  is  such  a  valuable  remedy  in  this  for- 
midable disease,  it  should  be  more  generally  known ;  and,  sec- 
ond, to  receive  an  answer  to  the  following  questions :  Have  you 
had  any  experience  with  ergot  in  puerperal  convulsions?  Don't 
you  think  there  would  be  some  danger  in  using  ergot  to  the  ex- 
tent recommended  by  the  old  brother?  Brethren,  let  us  hear 
from  you  upon  these  subjects.  R.  K.  Mbdaris,  M.  D. 

Clinton,  Tenn. 
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Specimens. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  taken  a  new  departure  in 
offering  to  put  up  materia  medica  collections  for  the  use  of 
students  of  medicine  and  pharmacy.  These  collections  are  to 
contain  288  specimens  of  drugs  of  vegetable  origin,  including  all 
recognized  by  theU.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  with  many  besides  which 
are  in  common  use.  The  specimens  are  put  up  in  uniform 
wooden  boxes,  numbered,  and  the  whole  is  enclosed  in  a  neat, 
black-walnut  case.  A  key  or  index  of  the  drugs,  alphabetically 
arranged,  accompanies  the  case.  These  collections  are  offered 
at  the  low  price  of  $10,  provided  orders  are  received  for  at  least 
fifty  cftses.  Send  for  descriptive  and  illustrated  circular  to 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  or  60  Maiden  Lane,  New 
York  City. 

A  Valuable  Bemedy  for  Headache. 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  simple,  and  at  the  same  time 
wonderfully  efficient,  treatment  for  many  kinds  of  headache. 
We  lay  no  claims  to  originality,  nor  do  we  know  who  the  origi- 
nator was,  but  having  used  it  for  a  year  or  more,  and  in  many 
cases  with  remarkable  results,  we  feel  disposed  to  give  it  our 
endorsement,  and  desire  to  make  it  more  generally  known.  The 
remedy  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  solution  of  the  bisul- 
phide of  carbon.  A  wide-mouth,  glass-stoppered  bottle  is  half 
filled  with  cotton  or  fine  sponge,  and  upon  this  two  or  three 
drachms  of  the  solution  are  poured.  When  occasion  for  its  use 
occurs,  the  mouth  of  the  bottle  is  applied  to  the  temple  of  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  seat  of  pain,  so  closely  that  none  of  the  volatile 
vapor  may  escape,  and  retained  there  four  or  five  minutes  or 
longer.  For  a  minute  or  so  nothing  is  felt,  then  comes  a  sense 
of  tingling,  which  in  a  few  minutes — three  or  four  usually — 
becomes  rather  severe,  but  which  subsides  almost  immediately 
if  the  bottle  be  removed,  and  any  redness  of  the  skin  that  may 
occur  will  also  quickly  subside.  It  may  be  re-applied,  if  neces- 
sary, several  times  in  the  day,  and  it  generally  acts  like  magic, 
giving  immediate  relief. 

We  believe  this  was  the  basis  of  a  once  popular  nostrum.  The 
class  of  headaches  to  which  it  seems  especially  adapted  is  that 
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which  may  be  grouped  under  the  broad  head  of  ''nervous." 
Thus  neuralgic,  periodic  and  hysterial  headaches  are  almost 
invariably  relieved  by  it.  True,  the  relief  of  a  mere  symptom  is 
quite  another  thing  from  the  removal  of  its  cause,  yet  no  one 
who  has  seen  the  distress  and  even  agony  caused  by  severe  and 
frequently  recurring  headaches  (and  who  has  not?)  but  will 
rejoice  to  be  able  to  afford  relief  in  so  prompt  and  simple  a  man- 
ner ;  besides  it  is  sure  to  secure  the  hearty  gratitude  of  the  patient 
if  he  has  suffered  long.  As  to  the  modus  operandi  we  have 
nothing  more  definite  than  a  theory  to  offer,  and  that  is  that  the 
vapor  being  absorbed  through  the  skin  produces  a  sedative  effect 
upon  the  superficial  nerves  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied. 
We  know  by  experiment  that  its  influence  is  not  due  to  its  power 
as  a  counter  irritant.  We  however  know  that  it  does  act,  and  if 
we  do  not  clearly  see  in  what  way  it  acts,  that  is  no  more  than 
can  be  said  of  several  other  remedies  which  are  firmly  established 
•  in  professional  favor  and  confidence. — Physicians  and  Surgeons' 
Investigator. 

# I 

Tongaline. 

C.  McGuffee.  M.  D.,  of  Tyler,  Texas,  states^  "Having  used 
Tongaline  in  practice  with  satisfaction  to  m3'self  and  patients,  I 
.  hereby  report  two  very  important  cases.  The  first  that  of  my  wife, 
aged  38  years,  the  subject  of  severe  attacks  of  hemicrania  for 
twelve  years.  These  attacks  would  last  from  one  to  four  da^s, 
yielding  finally  to  cathartics,  blisters  and  the  hypodermic  use 
of  morphine.  Wishing  to  try  the  new  remedy  Tongaline, 
recommended  for  neuralgia,  I  put  her  on  drachm  doses,  re- 
peated every  third  hour.  Three  doses  generally  sufHced  to  give 
relief,  but  the  attacks  would  return,  though  milder  and  of  shorter 
duration,  until  they  finally  ceased  and  left  her  permanently 
cured,  having  used  less  than  one  bottle. 

The  second  case,  a  Mr.  C.  C.  W.,  aged  37  years,  who  had 
suffered  with  attacks  of  supra-orbital  neuralgia  for  about  three 
years.  I  prescribed  as  in  the  first  case  Tongaline,  one  drachm 
every  third  hour  until  relieved.  A  few  doses  generally  relieved 
the  paroxysms.  The  continuance  of  the  medicine  for  a  short 
time  has  resulted  in  a  perfect  cure." 
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Saddle  Bags. 

With  a  just  appreciation  of  the  tendency  to  general  depression 
in  values,  and  with  a  laudable  desire  to  place  what  is  a  necessity 
to  the  outfit  of  many  physicians  within  the  reach  of  all,  the 
proprietors  of  Mellier's  Standard  Elliott  Patent  Saddle  Bags 
and  Buggy  Cases  have  made  a  large  reduction  in  prices  of  these 
articles,  as  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  their  advertisement  in  this 
journal. 

The  UseB  of  Cocaine. 

Decidedly  there  is  a  future  for  cocaine.  It  is  destined  to  have 
a  permanent  place  in  medicine,  surgery  and  dentistry.  The 
scope  of  its  uses  is  not  yet  defined,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  its 
applications  are  widening  as  experiments  with  it  are  extended. 

We  have  been  especially  impressed  with  this  fact  in  looking 
over  the  literature  of  the  subject  recently  issued  by  the  house  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit.  They  have  published  several' 
most  interesting,  pamphlets.  One  is  entitled  '*  Cocaine  in  Den- 
tal Surgery,"  another  is  a  working  bulletin  on  the  drug  contain- 
ing a  variety  of  original  material,  and  a  third  a  well  composed 
collation  of  what  has  been  reported  about  it  in  home  and  foreign 
medical  literature.  These  pamphlets  will  be  sent  without 
charge  by  the  house  to  any  one  mentioning  the  name  of  this- 
journal,  and  they  are  worth  reading  by  all. 

The  same  firm  has  devised  a  very  handy  and  ingenious  **  co- 
caine case,''  which  they  sell  at  a  moderate  price,  and  which  im- 
presses us  as  the  best  of  the  kind  we  have  seen. — Phi/a.  Med. 
and  Sur.  Reforter, 

Peptonized  Beef. 

We  call  attention  to  advertisement  of  Peptonized  Beef  in  this 
issue.  It  would  appear  that  the  problem  of  an  extractive  of  di- 
gested beef  has  been  solved  by  Prof.  Preston  B.  Rose,  formerly 
of  the  Michigan  State  University,  and  its  preparation  attempted 
upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  its  importance.  The  General 
Agents  of  this  preparation,  Messrs.  Chapman,  Green  &  Co.« 
of  Chicago,  will  be  pleased  to  forward  samples  as  per  their 
advertisement. 


EDITORIAL. 


Organization  as  an  Element  of  Strength  and  Success. 

In  this  issue  we  publish  an  address  which  we  hope  every 
reader  will  carefully  note^  inasmuch  as  it  contains  thoughts 
pregnant  with  instructions  and  suggestions.  We  refer  to  the 
address  of  Dr.  L.  T.  Beam,  delivered  before  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  at  its  session  held  at 
Altoona,  in  June  last.  It  is  not  only  worthy  of  a  careful  study, 
but  there  are  some  points  in  it  that  merit  special  notice  and  fa- 
vorable criticism.  Prominent  among  such  features  of  the  ad- 
dress is  the  brief  reference  to  the  importance  of  systematic  and 
energetic  work  in  the  interest  of  medical  organizations.  The 
doctor  emphasizes  the  need  of  properly  educating  the  public 
mind,  and  assumes,  very  correctly,  that  the  true  principles  of 
Eclecticism  (being  comparatively  young)  labor  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  being  but  little  understood  by  the  mass  of  the  people. 
This,  together  with  the  hue  and  cry  of  old-school  practitioners 
about  the  danger  of  new-fangled  systems  of  medicine,  must  be 
counteracted  by  disseminating  the  truths  that  give  Eclecticism 
its  strong  hold  upon  those  who  make  its  principles  the  subject  of 
study  and  comparison.  Our  whole  system  is  so  simple  and 
rational  that  it  needs  only  to  be  known  to  be  universally  adopted. 
It  is  not  light  that  we  dread,  but  darkness. 

Hence,  the  address  lays  stress  on  medical  organizations  for  the 
purpose  of  investigation  and  discussion.  ^^  Public  sentiment, 
and  respect  for  Eclectic  medicine,"  says  the  address,  ^'  will  be 
elevated  by  the  works,  example  af\d  behavior  of  its  advocates 
thus  associated."  All  true  reforms,  in  every  department  of 
life,  prosper  just  in  proportion  as  their  fundamental  principles 
are  comprehended  by  the  general  public.  What  the  people 
want  to  know  is,  that  the  underlying  and  governing  principles 
of  a  new  system  are  based  upon  scientific  and  rational  truths ; 
for,  though  prejudiced  generally  in  favor  of  things  that  are  old, 


514  Editorial, 

they  stand  ready  to  embrace  new  ideas  when  convinced  that 
they  are  an  improvement  upon  old  ones.  Hence,  says  the  ad- 
dress, **  To  bring  up  the  public  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
advantages  and  distinctive  features  of  Eclectic  medicine  we  must 
unite,  and  show  that  we  hold  a  position  in  no  way  inferior  to 
our  adversaries." 

The  position  thus  taken,  that  the  public  mind  can  be  enlight- 
ened by  the  proper  work  of  National,  State  and  District  Asso- 
ciations is,  we  think,  altogether  tenable.  The  genius  of  such 
associations  shows  no  disposition  to  shirk  free  and  open  dis- 
cussion,  but  on  the  other  hand  boldly  challenges  the  world  to 
come  and  judge  us  by  what  we  say  and  do.  If  our  principles 
cannot  stand  the  test  of  examination,  discussion  and  ventilation, 
condemn  us ;  but  if  on  critical  examination  they  commend  them- 
selves to  the  enlightened  judgment  of  mankind,  we  claim  the 
right  of  practicing  in  harmony  with  them. 

History  shows  that  where  organizations  have  been  effected 
and  worked  up  to  their  full  capacity,  our  progress  has  always 
been  gratifying;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  cringing  and 
shrinking  process  from  the  public  eye  has  been  attended  with 
disastrous  and  discouraging  failures.  What  we  should  do,  then, 
is  to  follow  the  excellent  advice  given  in  the  address,  that  is, 
"  organize  the  profession  in  every  city,  town  and  district  where 
societies  do  not  have  an  existence.'* 

Eclecticism  is  not  only  an  issue,  but  a  system  that  has  sprung 
from  an  inherent  element  of  manly  independence,  and  is,  there- 
fore, instinct  with  the  same  principle  that  inspired  the  sentiments 
of  the  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence ;  which  thought 
is  thus  admirably  presented  in  Dr.  Beam's  address:  '*The  in- 
dividual right  of  the  physician  to  exercise  judgment  and  opinion 
in  the  freest  manner  possible." 

We  do  not,  as  Eclectics,  seek  by  the  agency  of  any  machinery 
to  force  our  views  upon  the  people.  We  have  never  stooped  to 
the  low  and  cunning  dodge  of  legislative  enactment  to  ostracise 
others,  or  to  hoist  ourselves  into  undue  prominence.  Our  sys- 
tem, as  the  address  puts  it,  *'  does  not  seek  to  enforce  arbitrary 
ethical  rules;  it  does  not  attempt  dictation  upon  questions 
which  each  member  of  our  calling  should  be  left  free  to  decide 
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for  himself  *  *  ;  it  has  no  provision  excluding  legally  quali- 
fied persons  from  membership  simply  because  of  differences  of 
opinion  or  doctrines." 

In  view  of  the  bold  assumptions  and  intolerable  arrogance  of 
the  Allopathists,  the  American  ethical  movement  may  well  be 
characterized  as  a  '^revolt  of  the  moral  sense  against  the  debas- 
ing selfishness  and  bigotry  of  the  old  school  of  medicine." 
These  are  brave  words  fittingly  spoken,  and  should  be  pondered 
by  every  lover  of  freedom  of  thought. 

We  hope  these  brief  comments  will  lead  all  our  readers  to  re- 
read and  study  carefully  the  many  important  suggestions  of  the 
address. 


Obitaary — Jacob  S.  Merrell. 

Jacob  S.  Merrell,  late  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  American  Medical  College,  who  recently  died  so  suddenly, 
at  Denver,  Col.,  was  a  pioneer  Eclectic,  always  turning  his  in- 
fluence toward  progressive  medicine  everywhere.  Mr.  Merrell 
was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens  of  St.  Louis, 
and  had  long  been  identified  with  the  drug  trade  here.  He  was 
born  in  Oneida  county.  New  York,  Feb.  5,  1827,  and  began  his 
business  career  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  as  the  proprietor  of  a  small 
*'drug  mill."  Five  years  later  he  was  making  $30,000  worth 
of  goods  annually,  working  ten  mills.  Early  in  1853  he  came 
to  St.  Louis  and  established  his  business  on  St.  Charles  street, 
between  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets,  but  in  1857  he  was  burned  out 
and  lost  $28,000. 

He  was  an  honorary  graduate  in  medicine,  was  a  chemist, 
pharmacist  and  physician,  though  never  engaged  in  active  prac- 
tice. He  served  two  terms  as  City  Treasurer,  and  one  term  as 
Park  Commissioner.  He  was  a  prominent  church  member,  hav- 
ing joined  the  First  Congregational  Church  when  he  first  came  to 
Ihis  city.  As  the  owner  of  several  farms  in  the  American  bot- 
tom he  had  done  much  to  improve  that  section,  particularly  in 
enforcing  the  drainage  laws  of  the  State. 
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His  death  will  be  widely  regretted,  and  the  sympathy  of  his 
many  friends,  particularly  in  the  drug  and  medical  profession, 
will  go  forth  to  his  bereaved  family. 

As  a  personal  friend,  neighbor  and  citizen,  we  cannot  find 
language  to  express  our  regard  for  Mr.  Merrell,  for  he  was  a 
model  of  honesty  and  uprightness,  as  well  as  a  thorough,  suc- 
cessful business  man.  His  estate  is  valued  at  near  one  million 
dollars. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  American  Medical 
College,  at  310  North  Eleventh  Street,  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  on  the  demise  of  their  President,  Jacob  S. 
Merrell : 

« 

Whereas,  Jacob  S.  Merrell  having  been  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  American  Medical  College,  and  hav- 
ing most  faithfully  and  honorably  presided  at  our  business  meet- 
ings for  the  last  twelve  years,  we  deem  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  his 
name,  to  his  family,  and  to  his  friends,  to  express,  in  this  hour 
of  bereavement,  our  sorrow  and  sympathy  in  his  Providential 
removal  from  our  midst ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  (i).  That  whilst  we  recognize  the  fact  that  the  way* 
of  Providence  are  at  times  sudden  and  mysterious,  we  feel  that 
we  have  lost  a  mutual  friend  and  a  useful  associate,  whose  office 
has  always  been  exercised  with  marked  integrity,  dignity  and 
wisdom. 

Resolved  (2),  That  as  a  member  of  our  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  President  thereof,  we  have  always  found  him  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  our  cause  as  a  college  of  liberal  medicine,  and 
was  ready  at  all  times  to  advise  as  to  its  best  interests. 

Resolved  (3),  That  our  kindest  regards  and  deepest  sym- 
pathies be  tendered  to  his  bereaved  family  in  their  great  afHiction 
and  mourning. 

Resolved  (4),  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  min- 
utes, and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  presented  to  the  family  as 
a  faint  token  of  our  sympathy  and  sorrow. 

N.  C.  Hudson,  John  T.  Sibley,  M.  D., 

G.  A.  RowE,  M.  D.,  Wm.  M.  Kinsey, 

Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D.,  Albert  Merrell,  M.  D. 
E.  YouNKiN,  M.  D., 
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MIS0ELLANE008  PARAGRAPHS. 


Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Arkansai. 

The  sixth  annual  session  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  Arkansas  was  held  in  the  parlors  of-  the  Wordsworth 
Hotel,  Little  Rock,  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  May,  1885.  A  better 
attendance  than  usual  was  had,  and  a  manifestly  increased  inter- 
est. President  Prewitt  presided  with  his  usual  g^ace  and  dig* 
nity,  and  Dr.  Browing  wielded  his  Faber  with  his  accustomed 
ease.  Many  interesting  papers  were  read  at  the  session,  and 
discussed  at  length.  An  interest  was  aroused,  which  we  hope 
will  widen  and  deepen  until  our  State  Association's  roll  of 
membership  will  be  adorned  by  the  name  of  every  true  Eclectic 
physician  in  the  State,  under  whose  laws  it  was  incorporated  at 
this  meeting.  The  Eclectics,  with  liberal  and  free-thinking 
people  of  the  State,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  defeat  of 
the  State  Medical  Board  Bill,  introduced  in  the  legislature  of 

1885. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  1885-86:  Dr.  J.  W. 
Prewitt,  President;  Dr.  D.  J.  Warren,  ist  Vice-President;  Dr. 
R.  L.  Browing,  2d  Vice-President ;  Dr.  E.  H.  Stevenson,  Sec- 
retary; Dr.  J.  M.  Park,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Dr.  R.  H. 
Gardener,  Treasurer;  Censors,  Drs.  J.  N.  Furgerson,  Jacob 
Goode  and  G.  F.  Foster.  Drs.  Furgerson  and  Wall  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Next  session  will  be  held  in  Little  Rock,  third  Wednes- 
day in  May,  1886.  E.  H.  Stevenson,  Sec'y. 

Hypertrophied  Tonsils. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Calhoun,  of  Atlanta  (^Atlanta  Med.  and  Surg, 
your,) J  in  a  clinical  lecture  says  that: — 

One  among  the  most  frequent  cases  of  chronic  deafness  is  the 
long  continued  irritation  in  the  Eustachian  tubes  from  hypertro- 
phied tonsils  in  children.  It  is  a  disease  peculiar  to  childhood, 
beginning  very  early  in  life,  and  is  frequently  congenital  and 
hereditary.  Almost  always  the  disease  attacks  both  tonsils — 
very  rarely  does  it  attack  only  one. 

In  nearly  all  such  cases,  characteristic  symptoms  accompany 
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the  disease,  viz. :  difficult  breathing,  especially  at  night,  sleep- 
ing with  the  mouth  open  because  of  the  obstruction  in  the  pos- 
terior nares,  caused  by  the  enlargement,  muffled  voice,  more  or 
less  chronic  pharyngitis,  and,  as  the  result  of  breathing  through 
the  mouth,  cracked  and  broken  teeth.  The  alternate  contact  of 
hot  and  cold  air  upon  the  teeth  causes  the  disintegration  of  them, 
but  the  great  danger  is  the  deafness  that  usually  follows  long- 
continued  hypertrophied  tonsils,  by  reason  of  the  extension  of 
the  inflammation  into  more  or  less  pressure  upon  the  mouths  of 
the  Eustachian  tubes. 

Children  sometimes  outgrow  the  disease,  but  while  they  are 
outgrowing  it  the  danger  to  the  hearing  is  constantly  increasing; 
hence  the  necessity  of  active  treatment  in  all  children  who  have 
enlarged  tonsils,  and  the  necessity  of  disregarding  the  advice  to 
''let  them  alone,  they  will  outgrow  it." 

It  is  just  as  necessary  for  good  hearing  that  air  should  circulate 
unobstructedly  through  the  Eustachian  tubes  as  it  is  necessary 
that  air  should  pass  unobstructed  into  the  lungs  for  good  breath- 
ing. It  is  too  often  the  case  that  we  see  young  adults  with  more 
or  less  impairment  of  hearing,  as  the  result  of  a  previously  long- 
continued  mechanical  irritation  in  the  throat  and  post-nasal  re- 
gion from  enlarged  tonsils,  even  though  the  enlargement  at  this 
period — the  adult  period — may  have  entirely  disappeared. 
Proper  attention  to  the  tonsils  at  the  proper  time  in  childhood 
would  have  preserved  the  hearing  and  relieved  the  child  of  a 
great  annoyance. 

The  causes  of  this  disease  are  numerous,  but  in  children, 
when  not  congenital  or  hereditary,  it  is  the  result  of  frequent 
catarrhal  sore  throat.  The  prognosis  of  all  these  cases  is  favor- 
able if  the  proper  treatment  is  instituted  in  time. 

The  treatment  is  very  simple,  but  very  radical.  Only  one 
thing  is  of  any  service,  and  that  is  excision  of  the  tonsils.  In 
my  hands  all  other  treatment  has  been  not  only  of  temporary 
benefit,  but  a  great  trouble  and  annoyance  both  to  the  child  and 
the  parents. 

I  read  a  pamphlet  by  a  Frenchman  some  years  ago,  who  ad- 
vanced the  original  idea  that  removal  of  the  tonsils  "  unmanned 
the  patient,  and   that   all  the  powers  of  procreation  were  lost.'^ 
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He  failed  to  «ay  what  effect  it  would  have  upon  the  females.  I 
mention  this  statement  as  a  mere  curiosity,  for  there  is  not  the 
slightest  evidence  to  corroborate  the  assertion. 

The  hemorrhage  that  follows  the  operation  is  not  great, 
usually  stopping  of  its  own  accord  in  five  minutes,  but  if  it 
should  not,  it  is  easily  checked  by  means  of  gargling  salt  water, 
or,  if  necessary,  a  few  drops  of  muriate  tine,  of  iron  in  water 
may  be  gargled.  Out  of  several  hundred  operations  I  have  seen 
but  one  case  of  serious  hemorrhage  and  that  was  secondary. 

The  after  treatment  consists  of  salt  water  gargle,  fluid  diet 
and  good  care  for  three  or  four  days ;  the  parts  ^oon  heal.  It  is 
well  for  every  operator  to  become  ambi-dexter,  as  by  that  means 
he  can  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Don' t|  hesitate  to  remove  tonsils  when  they  are  very  much  en- 
larged, and  are  a  mechanical  obstruction,  and  don't  have  any 

fears  of  *•  unmanning  "  your  patient. 

»■ 

Lloyd  Brothers,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  September  15,  1885. 

To  the  Readers  of  the  American  Medical  Journal  : — We 
beg  to  call  to  your  attention  the  notice  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership  heretofore  existing  under  the  firm  name  of  Thorp 
&)  Lloyd  Brothers.  The  business  will  continue  under  the  new 
firm  name,  Lloyd  Brothers. 

In  succeeding  to  the  business  of  said  firm,  we  hereby  extend 
to  you  our  thanks  for  past  courtesies,  and  we  trust  that  our  rela- 
tions in  the  future  may  be  as  pleasant  as  they  have  been  in  the 
past. 

We  shall  use  every  endeavor  to  conduct  it  upon  strict  business 
principles,  and  we  hope  that  it  may  be  mutually  pleasant  and 
profitable  to  all  with  whom  we  are  associated.  Hoping  for  a 
continuance  of  your  favors,  we  are  Sincerely  yours, 

Lloyd  Brothers. 

Editorial  Note.  —  Prof.  J.  U.  Lloyd  has  for  many  years 
made  the  chemistry  of  plants  a  specialty,  and  his  labors  are 
recognized  over  the  entire  country  as  having  produced  marked 
improvements  in  their  pharmaceutical  preparations.  Tlie  phar- 
maceutical world  has  been  enriched  by  his  discoveries,  and  the 
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medical  profession  is  indebted  to  hiih  for  the  excellent  remedies 
that  appear  from  the  laboratory  in  his  charge,  henceforth  to  be 
known  as  '*  Lloyd  Brothers." 


Water  Melon. 

Geo.  C.  Pitzer,  M.  D.-— Z^^nr  Sir: — I  write  to  beg  space 
enough  in  the  American  Medical  Journal  to  ask  its  readers ' 
to  give  me  their  experience  as  to  the  medical  properties  of  the 
cucurbita  citruUus,  or  water  melon. 

The  information  I  desire  is  in  regard  to  its  use  in  dropsy, 
jaundice,  or  any  other  disease  in  which  they  may  have  used  it. 
It  is  well  known  to  be  a  most  positive,  speedy  and  efficient  diu- 
retic, and  I  believe  would  constitute  a  most  valuable  addition  Co 
our  Materia  Medica  if  its  active  properties  were  isolated  and 
tested. 

Please  give  me  the  result  of  your  experience  with  the  article, 
either  by  letter,  postal  card  or  otherwise,  and  I  will  compile  and 
return  all  to  you  through  this  journal.  Yours  truly, 

Lincoln,  111.,  Oct.  12,  1885.  Wm.  W.  Houser,  M.  D. 


Atropia  vs.  Morphia  in  Morphia  Poiaoning. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Brandt,  of  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  was  called  to  see  a 
married  woman,  who  at  9.40  p.  m.  had  taken  gr.  vij.  of  sulphate 
of  morphia.  Dr.  Brandt  saw  her  at  1.15  a.  m.,  three  and  a  half 
hours  later.  He  founl  the  pupils  contracted  to  about  a  line, 
and  would  not  respond  to  the  light,  face  pale,  lips  bloodless, 
surface  cool,  and  covered  with  a  cold  clammy  perspiration,  tem- 
perature 97°,  pulse  60,  and  heart  feeble.  At  1.30  a.  m.  he  gave  an 
injection  in  the  left  arm,  fifteen  drops  of  a  solution  of  atropia 
sulphate  (grs.  iv.  to  Sj).  At  1.45  a,  m.  he  gave  half  a  teacup- 
ful  of  strong  coffee.  The  pulse  immediately  became  78,  steady 
and  feeble.  At  2  a.  m.  she  vomited  a  large  quantity  of  brown 
fluid,  with  odor  of  coffee.  The  pulse  fell  at  once  to  60,  feeble, 
and  so  continued  until  2.20  A.  M.,  wh^n  it  rose  to  70,  and  vomit- 
ing began  again,  after  which  it  fell  to  60.  Gave  another  half- 
cup  of  coffee.  At  2.30  a.  m.  ten  drops  of  atropia  solution  were 
injectec^.,  and  in  one  minute  she  complained  of  an  indescribable 
sensation,  diplopia,  pupils  dilated  to  about  two  lines,  and  at  2.45 
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A.  M.  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  were  complained  of, 
desire  to  drink,  and  some  retching,  but  no  emesis,  pulse  78,  tem- 
perature 97.8°.  At  3  A.  M.  she  vomited  again,  and  vomiting 
was  repeated  every  twenty  minutes;  gave  coffee  each  time. 
Five  minutes  before  each  vomiting  spell,  her  pulse  would  fall  to 
60,  and  in  a  moment  after  would  rise  to  78.  At  4  a.  m.  vomit- 
ing ceased,  pulse  rose  to  80,  temperature  98°;  ordered  her  to  go 
to  bed,  but  she  could  not  sleep.  At  4.30  a.  m.  left  the  patient 
until  7  A.  M.,  found  the  patient  with  violent  frontal  headache, 
very  restless.  Temperature  99°,  pulse  85,  face  flushed,  mouth 
dry.  The  patient  continued  to  improve,  and  made  a  happy  re- 
covery. Dr.  Brandt  writes:  '*  I  gave  ^  grain  of  sulphate  of 
atropia ;  I  think  had  I  given  3^,  f .  e.,  ^  to  each  grain  of  mor- 
phia, it  would  have  been  dangerous." — Medical  Record, 

Metrorrhagia. — By  James  £.  Free,  M.  D.,  op  Emporium,  Pa. 

From  the  Med,  and  Surg,  Reporter^  Aug.  8,  1885. — One  of 
the  commonest  causes  for  metrorrhagia  is  exercise  after  child- 
birth. Subinvolution  succeeds  indiscreet  conduct  very  often  at 
this  critical  period,  and  the  train  of  symptoms  is  as  familiar  as 
an  old  friend's  face.  Swelling,  tenderness,  pain  in  the  pelvis 
and  back,  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  and  jaundice,  etc.,  etc., 
ad  finitum. 

In  such  case,  the  flrst  thing  to  be  done  is  to  obtain  rest. 

If  two  important  considerations  are  attended  to — namely,  rest 
and  the  exciting  cause,  half  the  battle  is  won ;  as  soon  as  the 
roots  of  a  tree  are  cut  the  trunk  and  branches  wither,  and  if  we 
are  able  to  dam  the  fountain,  the  stream  soon  runs  dry. 

Nothing  is  so  inspiriting  to  a  patient  as  to  realize  that  the  phy- 
sician has  a  system  about  his  management  of  the  case  in  hand, 
and  very  few  will  remain  intractable  when  they  are  given  to 
understand  that  they  must  bear  a  share  of  the  responsibility.  It 
is  well  nigh  impossible  to  get  a  sick  person's  mind  off  her  dis- 
ease for  any  length  of  time,  but  it  is  possible  to  rouse  a  sluggish 
imagination  by  giving  them  something  to  do  which  will  appear 
to  have  a  dicect  bearing  on  their  case,  and  such  a  consummation 
is  devoutly  to  be  wished. 

The  physician  who  makes  a  clear  diagnosis  of  metrorrhagia 
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and  at  the  same  time  recognizes  the  valuable  assistance  which 
rest  is  ready  to  lend  him,  besides  seeing  the  cause  for  the  disturb- 
ance of  the  uterine  functions,  is  most  likely  to  have  at  his  com- 
mand the  means  to  accomplish  a  cure. 

One  of  the  most  useful  medicines  in  metrorrhagia  is  bromide 
of  potash.  None  of  the  bright  and  shining  lights  of  the  pro- 
fession have  recommended  its  use  so  far  as  we  know,  but  great 
men  are  not  always  discoverers ;  they  sometimes  swell  to  im* 
mense  proportions  on  borrowed  fame.  Nothing  is  surer  than 
the  therapeusis  of  bromide  of  potash  and  ergot  in  cases  where 
some  of  the  trouble  arises  from  a  strained  condition  of  the  sen- 
sorium.  Ergot,  of  course,  is  our  sheet  anchor,  but  it  is  not 
always  the  sine  qua  non. 

We  have  before  now  succeeded  in  relieving  a  patient  for  a 
profuse  hemorrhage  by  the  use  of  morphia  and  bromide  of  pot- 
ash ;  an  overshadowing  symptom  in  this  case  was  cephalagia, 
which  yielded  nicely  in  a  few  hours,  and  was  shortly  afterward 
followed  by  the  disappearance  of  the  metrorrhagia,  but  worse 
than  either  was  the  itching  eruption  which  appeared  and  obsti- 
nately hung  on  for  a  month. 

Neither  ergot  nor  the  bromide  should  be  used  for  any  length 
of  time,  on  account  of  their  well-known  effect.  ' 

Gallic  acid  in  combination  with  ergot  is  also  reliable  in  metror- 
rhagia, but  one  objection,  and  a  powerful  one  by  the  way,  is  its 
disagreeable  taste.  No  better  astringent  can  be  found  than  gal- 
lic acid  in  some  cases  of  hemorrhage.  Viburnum  has  healing 
in  its  wings  sometimes,  but  it  is  such  a  vile-smelling  compound 
that  we  have  abandoned  its  use  wherever  practicable.  Quinine, 
ergotin,  and  ferri  sulph.  exsiccat.  with  gentian,  make  an  excel- 
lent formula  for  pills  to  be  used  in  metrorrhagia. 

[Why  didn't  he  mention  mango  bark? — Pitzer.] 


Fyrogallic  Acid  and  Collodion  for  FsoriasiB. 

Dr.  Geo.  T.  Elliot  {New  Tork  Medical  yournal)  recom- 
mends the  following  application  for  psoriasis :  B.  Acidi  p3rro- 
gallici,  3iss-5i]. ;  acidi  salicylici,  ^ss. ;  collodii  flex.,  Jij.  M.  et 
ft.  sol.  Remove  the  scales  by  a  warm  bath,  dry  the  parts  care- 
fully and  apply  the  solution. 
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Texas  Eclectics,  Take  Notice. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Texas  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Waco,  Nov.  loth,  1885,  the  new  McCleland 
Hotel  being  headquarters.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  every 
Eclectic  in  the  State  will  be  present  at  this  meeting,  as  business 
of  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  profession  will  be  acted 
upon.  It  was  only  by  the  united  effort  of  the  Eclectic  and 
Homceopathic  State  Associations  that  the  Allopaths  were  pre- 
vented from  having  proscriptive  laws  enacted  by  the  last  legis- 
lature. Eclectics,  you  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
position,  as  held  by  you  in  medicine.  At  Waco  we  ask  you  to 
rally  once  more  around  the  old  flag  of  Medical  Freedom,  and 
we  promise  you  a  feast  of  good  things  not  soon  to  be  forgotten^ 

A.  H.  Collins,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Treatment  of  Snbinvolntioii. 

Dr.  F.  Ellingwood,  in  a  communication  to  the  Chicago  Med'- 
teal  Times^  states  that  he  considers  fluid  extract  of  ergot  and 
bromide  of  potassium  as  specifics  in  subinvolution.  Regarding 
the  beneflt  to  be  obtained  from  electricity  we  quote  as  follows : 
'*  Electricity  is  a  most  powerful  adjuvant,  if  used  in  the  form  of 
the  mild  galvanic  current,  will  rapidly  produce  an  amelioration 
of  the  symptoms,  and,  if  used  immediately  subsequent  to  con- 
flnement,  will  absolutely  prevent  the  conditions  and  the  long 
train  of  evils  which  surely  follow,  and  will  restore  the  womb 
rapidly  to  its  normal  state.  The  galvanic  current  judiciously 
applied  will  accomplish  this  restoration  in  three  weeks." 


Saliz  Nigra  as  a  Sexual  Sedative. 

Dr.  T.  F.  Paine,  of  Comanche,  Texas  (^Med,  Age)^  speak- 
ing from  Ave  years  experience  with  this  drug,  states  that  during 
a  practice  of  fifty  years  he  has  not  used  a  remedy  that  has  yield- 
ed more  satisfactory  results.  He  recommends  it  particularly  as 
an  anaphrodisiac,  and  as  a  remedy  for  ovarian  irritation,  includ- 
ing many  cases  of  dysmenorrhea.  He  gives  teaspoonfnl  doses  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  the  buds  three  times  a  day. 
He  thinks  it  has  something  of  a  specific  action  on  the  nerve  sup- 
ply of  the  sexual  apparatus  in  both  men  and  women. 
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Siagnotis  of  Gonorrhea  in  the  Female. 

Martineau,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Paris  Obstetrical  and 
Gynecological  Society  (  Canadian  Prsiciiitoner),  stated  a  most 
important  fact  by  which  specific  can  be  distinguished  from  sim- 
ple vaginitis.  It  depends  upon  this,  that  in  the  specific  form  of 
the  disease  the  pus  is  always  acid,  while  in  the  simple  it  is  alka- 
line.* It  is  very  easy,  therefore,  to  decide  by  a  piece  of  litmus 
paper  as  to  whether  a  woman  is  not  suffering  from  gonorrheal 
inflammation.  This  sign  will  prove  of  value,  too,  in  determin- 
ing when  rape  has  been  committed,  whether  the  person  commit- 
ting the  crime  was  affected  with  gonorrhea,  for  then  the  vulvitis 
would  be  characterized  by  an  acid  discharge,  while  in  the  simple 
form  of  the  disease  the  discharge  is  alkaline. 


Hemostatic. 

It  is  claimed  that  two  parts  ot  chloroform  to  one  hundred 
parts  of  water  is  an  excellent  hemostatic.  In  operations  about 
the  mouth  and  throat  chloroform  water  instantly  checks  the 
hemorrhage  by  closing  the  open  mouths  of  the  bleeding  vessels. 
It  is  also  useful  as  a  spray  after  excision  of  the  tonsils — Missis- 
sippi Valley  Med.  Monthly. 


Watson's  Chlorine  Mixture. 

An  inquiry  for  the  formula  for  this  from  a  subscriber  led  us  to 
print  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  our  readers.  B.  Potassium  chlo- 
rate, 3ij. ;  hydrochloric  acid,  3i]« ;  water,  Jiv.  M.  Keep  in  a 
dark  bottle  loosely  stoppered  until  effei*vescence  has  ceased. 
The  usual  method  of  ordering  it  in  prescriptions  is  as  follows: 
Chlorine  mixture  (Watson's),  jij. ;  water,  Jiv.  M.  Occa- 
sionally to-  this  is  added  lo  grains  of  the  chlorate. — Pharma" 
ceutieal  Record. 

To  Arrest  Hiccough. 

Dr.  Ramos  'asserts  that  hiccough  may  be  at  once  arrested  by 
wetting  the  lobe  of  the  ear  with  cold  water,  or  with  any  fluid 
which  by  its  evaporation  will  produce  a  slight  degree  of  refrig- 
eration.— Med.  Record. 

[*  This  may  satisfy  the  reader,  but  we  have  doubts. — Pitzbr.] 
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Galyanitm  for  Neuralgia. 

Dr.  Mattison,  of  Brooklyn,  calls  attention  to  the  value  of  gal- 
vanism for  the  relief  of  neuralgic  pain,  not  because  there  is 
anything  new  in  the  treatment,  but  to  point  out  the  fact  that 
electricity  may  often  be  used  instead  of  morphia,  and  spare  the 
patient  the  danger  of  contracting  the  opium  habit.  He  has 
found  that  very  weak  currents  only  are  required  in  most  cases, 
and  laments  the  absence  of  small  galvanic  batteries  easy  to  carry 
about,  believing  that  the  bother  of  transporting  the  galvanic  bat- 
teries of  the  usual  *  portable '  size  often  prevents  physicians 
from  trying  the  remedy. — Iowa  Slate  Med.  Rep, 

Cocaine  in  Reflex  Diarrhoea  of  Teething. 

A  number  of  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  gums  in  teething 
children,  associated  with  diarrhoea  and  fretfulness,  have  been 
reported  through  the  journals  as  relieved  by  the  application  of 
cocaine.  A  four  per  cent,  solution  is  applied  to  the  swollen  gum, 
and  in  half  an  hour  is  repeated.  The  remedy  may  be  resorted 
to  every  six  or  eight  hours,  but  it  is  claimed  that  the  inflamma- 
tion and  the  reflex  disturbance  rapidly  subside.  —  Mississippi 
Valley  Med,  Monthly, 

Sciatic  Henralgia. 

Place  sponge  electrode,  attached  to  negative  pole  (galvanic), 
at  upper  portion  of  inside  of  thigh;  manipulate  over  sacrum 
nates  and  down  outside  ol  limb  with  positive  pole.  Treat 
through  and  through  all  the  way  there  is  pain.  Then  place  foot 
in  warm  water;  with  negative  pole  manipulate  from  sacrum 
down,  outside  of  thigh  and  leg,  as  far  as  the  pain  extends.  Treat 
for  fifteen  minutes  daily  until  improvement,  then  less  frequently. 
— Electro-  Clinical  Record. 


A  Fatal  Mistake. 

A  few  days  since  a  physician  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  ordered 
some  powders  containing  ten  grains  of  quinine  each  for  two 
young  ladies.  By  mistake  the  druggist  put  up  morphia  instead 
of  quinine.  One  powder  was  taken  by  each  of  the  girls,  with 
fatal  results. 
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Cleaning  Powder. 

A  good  cleaning  powder  for  show  windows,  which  leaves  no 
dirt  in  the  joints,  is  prepared  by  moistening  calcined  magnesia 
with  pure  benzine  so  that  a  mass  is  formed  sufficiently  moist  to 
let  a  drop  form  when  pressed.  The  mixture  has  to  be  preserved 
in  glass  bottles  with  ground  stoppers,  in  order  to  retain  the 
easily  volatile  benzine.  A  little  of  the  mixture  is  placed  on  a 
wad  of  cotton  and  applied  to  the  glass  plate.  It  may  also  be 
used  for  cleaning  mirrors. 


Cocaine-Nitric  Acid  for  Moles,  etc. 

The  mole  should  be  surrounded  by  a  little  '*cell"  or  ring  of 
wax,  so  that  the  acid  can  be  applied  direct,  without  fear  of  disor- 
ganizing the  adjacent  skin.  As  nitric  acid  by  itself  sometimes 
occasions  a  good  deal  of  smarting,  it  is  better  to  avoid  this  by 
mixing  cocaine  with  it.  &.  Nitric  acid  (S.  G.  1,340),  11.  3j. ; 
cocaine,  gr.  vj.  This  should  be  kept  in  a  bottle  with  a  good- 
fitting  stopper.  The  end  of  a  glass  rod  is  dipped  in,  and  then 
cautiously  applied  to  the  mole  or  freckle  once  or  twice  a  day,  and 
the  unsightly  spot  has  its  vitality  destroyed  without  pain,  being 
then  easily  and  effectually  removed. — British  and  Colonial 
Druggist, 

Por  Hervous  Headache. 

Nervous  headaches,  as  the  neuralgic,  periodic  and  hysterical 
forms,  are  quickly  and  effectually  relieved  by  the  topical  applica- 
tion of  bisulphide  of  carbon.  A  wide-mouthed,  stoppered  bot- 
tle is  half  filled  with  cotton  or  sponge,  and  upon  this  two  or 
three  drachms  of  the  solution  are  poured.  The  mouth  of  the 
l)ottle  is  applied  as  near  as  possible  to  the  seat  of  .pain,  closely, 
and  retained  for  a  few  minutes.  It  generally  acts  like  magic. — 
Physicians*  and  Surgeons*  Investigator, 


Treatment  of  Eingworm. 

Alder  Smith  (^Brit,  Med,  your,)  recommends  the  use  of 
chrysophanic  acid  dissolved  in  chloroform,  in  the  proportion  of 
seven  grains  to  the  ounce*  He  says  that  it  is  the  most  efficient 
treatment  he  has  yet  tried. — your.  Cut,  and  Ven,  Dis, 
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Por  Oonorrhoea  and  Oleet. 

Editor  Medical  World: — An  efficient  formula  in  gonorrhoea 
and  cases  of  gleet  witjiout  stricture  is  this :  B.  Liqui  bismuthi 
et  hydrastis  (Merrell's),  3]. ;  Listerine,  5ss. ;  solut.  morphiae 
(Magendie's),  3  ijss. ;  aquae,  ad.  Jiv.  M.  Sig.  Use  as  an  injec- 
tion three  or  four  times  daily,  retaining  the  same  from  three  to 
five  minutes. 

The  above  has  met  with  the  most  phenomenal  success. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  E.  A.  Chancellor,  M.  D. 


Srgot  for  Headache, 

Editor  Medical  World :-w-ln  answer  to  Dr.  Palmer's  request 
concerning  ergot  for  nervous  headache,  I  cannot  remember  ever 
using  it  alone  for  that  affection,  but  in  cases  of  over-worked  and 
anaemic  females,  with  pain  in  the  back,  extending  to  the  head, 
I  have  been  successful  by  the  use  of  the  following:  B.  Fl. 
ext.  ergotae  (Squibb's),  Sj- ;  fl*  ^^t.  Valerianae,  ^u], ;  potass, 
bromidi,  grs.  xxx. ;  syr.  auranti  cort.,  3j.  Two  teaspoonfuls 
every  three  hours,  until  easy.  S.  R.  Loving,  M.  D. 

Fox  Creek,  Mo. 


Facial  Neuralgia. 

Dr.  O.  G.  Darling,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  the  Thera- 
peutic  Gazette^  claims  that  mur.  of  ammonia,  in  half  drachm 
doses,  every  half  hour,  if  necessary,  until  three  or  four  doses 
have  been  taken,  is  a  specific  for  facial  neuralgia.  He  is  in  the 
habit  of  continuing  the  remedy  in  smaller  doses,  say  ten  grains, 
three  or  four  times  a  day  for  a  day  or  two  after  the  neuralgia 
subsides.  It  is  also  valuable  for  toothache. — Atlanta  Med.  and 
Surg,  your. 


Hysteria. 

B.    Tinct.  castor  dil.,  mvj. ;  dil.  phosphoric  acid,  mv]. ;  comp. 
tinct.  valerian,  s.  q.,  3].    M.   Dose,  3j. —  Columbus  Aled.  your. 

For  Head  Lice. 

B.     Corrosive  sublimate,  gr.  ij. ;  acetic  acid,  dil.,  f,  Jj.    M. — 
Louisville  Med.  News. 
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Bromide  of  Arsenic  for  Pimplet. 

It  will  be  a  great  relief  to  suffering  thousands  to  learn,  on  aa 
good  authority  as  Dr.  Piffard,  that  the  bromide  of  arsenic  is  a 
cure  for  pimples.  He  recommends  a  one  per  cent  solution,  of 
which  one  or  two  minims  are  to  be  taken  in  a  wine-glassful  of 
water  three  times  a  day,  on  an  empty  stomach.  The  dose  is  to 
be  diminished  as  the  pimples  begin  to  disappear. — Med.  Age. 


Crural  Neuralgia. 

Place  sponge  electrode,  attached  to  negative  pole  (galvanic), 
at  upper  portion  of  outside  of  thigh  ;  manipulate  inside,  from  up- 
per portion  down  the  limb,  with  positive  pole.  Treat  through 
and  through  as  far  as  pain  extends,  placing  foot  in  warm  water ; 
with  negative  pole  manipulate  whole  inside  portion  of  thigh 
from  above  downward,  as  in  sciatica.  —  Electro-  Clinical 
Record. 
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hSJl.  XLIII. — A  Caae  of  Uterine  Fibroma. — Bemoved. — General 
Cbtervations. — By  Prof.  E.  Younkin,  M.  D. 

On  October  20th,  1885,  I  arrived  at  Mammoth  Springs,  Ar- 
kansas, having  been  requested  by  Dr.  R.  F.  Jones  to  come  pre- 
pared to  operate  in  a  case  of  abdominal  tumor,  supposed  to  be 
ovarian  in  character.  I  arrived  at  dark,  but  proceeded  im- 
mediately to  the  examination  of  the  patient.  She  was  a  single 
lady — a  mere  girl  of  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  was  in  excel- 
lent spirits,  not  emaciated,  and  felt  gratified  that  the  time  had 
come  in  which  she  might  try  what  prospects  there  were  in  an 
operation.  Indeed,  she  had  had  the  great  dangers  of  an  opera- 
tion fully  laid  before  her,  but  she  remarked  that  '^  it  is  death 
as  it  is,  and  if  there  is  one  ray  of  hope  in  an  operation"  she 
wanted  that  chance. 

I  found  the  abdomen  enormously  distended.  The  neoplasm 
could  be  felt  beneath  the  abdominal  walls,  round  and  uniform 
throughout;  no  nodules  or  prominences.  The  mass  seemed 
dense,  though  apparently  slight  fluctuation  in  some  of  its  parts. 
The  ends  of  the  fingers  could  be  pressed  around  its  borders 
along  the  sides,  and  traced  upwards  over  the  stomach  and  down- 
wards towards  the  uterus.  It  could  be  pushed  but  slightly  to  either 
side,  but  not  upwards  or  downwards.  Some  adhesions  were 
recognized,  and  these,  it  were  thought,  might  be  considerable. 
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The  umbilical  region  was  quite  prominent,  and  the  enlargement 
extended  still  upward,  though  respiration  was  not  meterially  dis- 
turbed. Digital  examination  proved  the  girl's  virginity.  The 
uterus  was  normal  in  size  and  position,  and  it  was  mobile.  I 
did  not  sound  its  cavity,  but  the  sequel  shows  the  cavity  un- 
changed. Menstruation  had  been  regular,  and  was  unattended 
with  any  special  inconvenience.  The  morbid  growth  had  been 
observed  about  three  years.  Small  at  tirst,  but  had  a  gradual 
development  up  to  the  present  time  and  to  the  present  dimen- 
sions. I  was  informed  that  it  was  first  observed  to  lie  on  the 
right  side,  in  the  region  of  the  right  ovary,  though  in  this  I  now 
think  I  was  misinformed.  The  tumor  now  seems  equal  on  both 
sides. 

For  a  time  the  girl  had  been  the  subject  of  much  neighbor- 
hood comment,  as  she  was  suspected  of  being  enceinte,  until  a 
decision  of  doctors  dispersed  this  impression. 

From  what  I  could  gather  of  the  case,  I  could  find  no  special 
impediments  in  the  way  of  an  attempt  to  remove  the  mass, 
though  I  was  careful  to  state  that  the  knife  often  revealed  things 
that  were  otherwise  obscure. 


Flf,.  1. 

The  next  day,  under  my  usual  antiseptic  precautions,  in  the 
presence  and  by  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Wood.  Dietrich,  Jones, 
Fisher  and  others,  I  began  with  an  exploratory  incision.  Open- 
ing the  peritoneum,  we  came  to  the  walls  of  the  tumor.  The 
omentum'was  out  of  the  way  and  adherent  above.  The  first 
sight  showed  a  glistening  mass,  with  very  large  veins  running 
their  blood  from  above  downwards,  toward  the  uterus.     The  siE* 
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of  these  veins  seemed  as  lai^e  as  a  Faber  pencil,  and  were  thickly 
set  over  the  entire  mass.     I  saw  at  once  we  had  to  deal  with  a  tu- 
mor of  great  vascularity.     A  still  further  investigation  showed 
that  we  had  a  solid  mass,  or  nearly  so,  which  could  not  be  emp- 
tied and  collapsed.      I  now  enlarged  the  abdominal  incision, 
cutting  three  inches  above  the  umbilicus  and  down  to  the  pubes. 
The  tumor  had  some  adhesion  to  the  peritoneum  and  omentum, 
but  these  were  readily  broken  down.     Still  the  tumor  seemed 
fixed  in  its  bed.     I  now  attempted  to  cut  into  the  mass  between 
the  veins  as  much  as  possible,  and  tying  those  veins  I  cut,  but  the 
toughness  and  vascularity  caused    me  to  abandon  the  project  of 
taking  out  the  inside.      Searching  again  for    the  remaining  ad- 
hesions, with  an  assistant  we  raised    the  mass  out  of  the  abdom- 
inal wall,  as  seen  in  the  cut  (Fig.  i).     It  was  now  observed  to 
be  fast  to  the   Fallopian 
tubes,  their  whole  length 
on  either  side,  and  having 
a  thick  peduncular  attach- 
ment to  the  body  of  the  • 
womb. 

The  second  cut  [Fig.  2] 
gives  a  view  of  its  growth 
from  the  uterus,  and  shows 
also  how  closely  the  tumor 
rested  without  any  length 
of  pedicle,  and  how  it 
grew  without  disturbing 
the  uterine  cavity.  So 
symmetrical,  so  round- 
and  large  was  the  neo- 
plasm, and  so  thick  and 
short  the  pedicle,  that  its 
separation  was  attended 
with  the  greatest  difficn  I - 
'^B'  *■  ty.   I  succeeded,  however, 

in  securing  each  side  with  a  silver-wire  ligature;  after  which  I 
grasped  the  peduncle  with  a  pair  of  clamp  forceps,  and  divided 
the  parts  with  the  scissors  and  squarely  between  the  tumor  and  the 
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uterus.  All  was  done  without  the  loss  of  much  blood.  The 
abdominal  incision  was  now  closed.  The  operation  required 
two  hours  of  the  hardest  work.  The  tumor  weighed  eighteen 
pounds. 

The  patient  bore  the  operation  well,  and  rallied  well  from  the 
ansesthetic.  Twenty  hours  afterwards  I  left  for  home.  At  that 
time  she  seemed  easy,  but  somewhat  depressed.  She  talked 
hopefully,  and  stated  that  she  suffered  but  little  pain,  but  she 
died  of  exhaustion  thirty  hours  after  the  operation. 

Spencer  Wells  has  very  justly  said,  that  "  the  diagnosis  of 
uterine  from  ovarian  tumors  is  a  difficulty  which  frequently  arises 
in  practice,  which  may  often  be  solved  with  great  ease,  which  as 
often  requires  much  cautious  investigation,  and  which  in  some 
can  only  be  cleared  up  by  an  exploratory  incision." 

Lizars  opened  the  abdomen  for  an  ovarian  and  found  a  large 
uterine  tumor.  The  first  tumor  of  Dr.  Granville's  operations  in 
London  was  supposed  to  be  ovarian,  but  proved  to  be  uterine. 
*'In  fact,"  says  Wells,  "it  has  happened  to  many  surgeons, 
and  to  myself  among  the  number,  that  we  have  commenced 
operations  as  ovariotomy,  and  even  removed  tumors  from  the 
abdomen,  under  the  impression  that  we  were  dealing  with  dis- 
eased ovaries,  when,  upon  examination,  they  have  proved  to  be 
pedunculated  fibroid  outgrowths  from  the  uterus."  Again,  the 
same  writer  says:  "I  have  recorded  cases  where  I  removed 
large  uterine  tumors  containing  solid  fibroid  masses  many 
pounds  in  weight,  and  cyst-like  cavities  containing  more  than 
twenty  pints  of  fiuid,  these  tumors  being  so  far  pedunculated 
outgrowths  from  the  peritoneal  surface  that  the  mobility  of  the 
cervix  uteri  was  free,  and  no  enlargement  of  fhe  uterine  cavity 
could  be  detected  by  the  sound." 

The  above  case  proves  quite  conclusively  that  uterine  tumors, 
as  well  as  ovarian,  may  lead  to  very  great  enlargement  of  the 
abdomen,  even  though  we  are  often  told  by  men  of  experience 
that  a  tumor  must  be  ovarian  because  it  is  too  large  to  be 
uterine ;  and,  from  my  own  experience,  I  can  add  that  uterine 
tumors  may  be  either  regular  or  irregular,  smooth  or  lobulated, 
round  or  ovoid;  hard,  elastic,  or  fluctuating;  either  tender  or 
insensible  to  pressure ;  adhering  or  not  adhering  to  the  abdomi- 


The  Status  of  Ghynecology.  533 

nal  walls;  a  depressed  umbilicus  or  a  raised  umbilicus;  and 
that  there  are  numerous  exceptions  to  all  the  rules  given  for 
the  diagnosis.  But  in  the  above  what  else  could  be  done? 
Death  was  inevitable  in  no  far  distant  period,  and  numerous 
cases  are  recorded  in  which  the  removal  of  the  uterine  tumor 
has  saved  life.  Out  of  thiry-nine  recorded  cases  nineteen  re- 
covered, and  out  of  thirty-one  cases  of  partial  removal  and  ex- 
ploratory incision  twenty-six  recovered.  Were  I  ever  again  to 
deal  with  the  same  conditions  I  would  follow  the  same  plan,  with 
a  hope  of   reaping  better  results,  for  I  know  of  nothing  that 

promises  better  results  in  such  extreme  cases. 

♦ 

ART.  XLIV.— The  Status  of  Gynecology.*  —  By  G.  A.  Rowe, 
M.  D.,  St.  Louis. 

The  word  gynecology  is  an  old  term  in  medicine,  signifying 
the  description  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women.  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  better  to  confine  the  term  more  particularly  to 
diseases  of  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  female. 

It  has  not  been  until  late  years  that  it  has  attracted  much  at- 
tention, but  now  we  find  it  developed  into  a  specialty.  Special- 
ists of  all  kinds  are  constantly  bobbing  up,  and  the  contest 
sometimes  waxes  warm  in  the  effort  to  muster  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  followers.  For  a  long  time  the  balance  was  on  the  side 
of  the  venerealists,  but  they  have  had  to  surrender  the  flag  to 
gynecologists,  as  the  army  of  gynecologists  to-day  is  probably 
more  formidable  than  that  06  any. other  particular  department. 
The  specialist  who  hits  the  happy  chord  to  success  in  his  particu- 
lar branch  naturally  stimulates  a  feeling  of  envy  in  the  hearts  of 
others  who  aspire  to  prominence  and  position,  and  causes  them 
to  confine  their  labors  to  special  channels.  Medical  men,  like 
all  other  men,  lose  their  heads  sometimes,  and  are  carried  away 
by  some  particular  fancy,  but  few  of  them,  however,  live  to 
realize  largely  from  their  undertaking.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing 
for  a  man  to  call  himself  a  specialist^  but  it  is  altogether  a  dif- 
ferent thing  to  be  one.  No  man  can  be  a  good  specialist  in 
medicine  without  being  a  good  physician.     He  must  be  an   in- 

*  Read  before  the  Hclectlc  Medical  Society  of  Missouri,  at  St.  Louis, 
Oct.  S,  1886. 


584  The  Status  of  Gynecology. 

vestigator,  a  student,  an  observer.  He  can  not  be  a  man  of  one 
idea^  but  a  broad,  liberal  thinker.  He  must  learn  to  do  his  own 
thinking,  and  not  wait  for  somebody  else  to  think  for  him.  It 
requires  just  about  as  much  effort  for  a  physician  to  think  in  a 
straight  line  as  it  does  for  a  drunken  man  to  walk  on  one,  and  he 
can  never  hope  to  do  much  in  his  profession  if  he  is  unable  to 
think. 

The  wheel  of  progress  has  turned  wondrously  fast  in  the 
medical  world  during  the  last  decade,  and  to  even  keep  pace 
with  it  requires  energetic  belaboring  of  the  intellect.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  paper,  however,  is  not  to  review  medicine  gener- 
ally, but  to  take  a  look  at  the  gynecological  department  and  see 
what  is  doing  there. 

The  discovery  of  antiseptics  has  done  wonders  for  gynecology, 
and  has  had  as  much  to  do  with  its  advancement  as  any  ingen- 
ious contrivance.  Many  ridiculous  things  have  been  said  and 
^one  since  Lister's  discovery,  yet  no  one  can  deny  the  good  ac- 
complished. Whilst  I  cannot  swallow  the  germ  theory  of  dis- 
ease in  its  entirety  without  gagging  a  little,  I  fully  realize 
the  benefits  of  antisepticism — gynecology  is  better  off  with 
antiseptics  than  without  them.  I  very  seldom  introduce  my  fin- 
ger, or  an  instrument,  into  the  uterine  cavity  without  first  imt 
mersing  it  in  an  antiseptic  solution.  Neither  do  I  attempt  any 
surgical  operation  upon  the  uterus  or  any  part  of  the  reproduc- 
tive apparatus  without  observing  antiseptic  precautions.  Puer- 
peral fever,  so  threatening  to  the  life  of  the  patient,  is  balked  in 
many  ways — robbed  of  many  victims — by  the  energy  of  anti- 
septic remedies.  In  short,  no  wide-awake  gynecologist  thinks 
of  treating  the  great  variety  of  diseases  coming  before  him 
without  a  bottle  of  antiseptic  solution  sitting  near  at  hand. 

Exploratory  incision^  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosticating  cer- 
tain obscure  diseases,  is  now  a  legalized  procedure.  Dr.  Hous- 
ton was  the  first  surgeon  to  do  this,  when  he  cured  an  ovarian 
dropsy  by  an  incision  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  It  slowly  grew 
in  favor,  and  to-day,  when  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  it  would  be  neglectful,  if  not  criminal,  not  to 
open  the  abdomen  and  search  for  the  cauSe.  No  very  great 
harm  can  come  from  it,  and  many  times  great  good  results. 


The  Statvs  of  Chynecology.  535 

In  1809,  Dr.  McDowell,  of  Kentucky,  performed  the  first 
ovariotomy.  Up  to  that  time  abdominal  section  was  scarcely 
thought  of  to  relieve  uterine  and  ovarian  diseases,  whilst 
it  is  almost  a  daily  happening  now.  Women  suffering  from 
uterine,  ovarian  or  tubal  disease,  who  a  few  years  ago  would 
have  been  permitted  to  die,  or  weary  away  a  life  of  wretched- 
ness, can  now  be  offered  many  assurances  of  cure  and  comfort. 
Removing  ovarian  tumors  by  abdominal  section  gives  very 
encouraging  results,  but  the  practice  of  tapping  in  such  cases  is 
growing  into  disfavor  because  of  the  adhesions  which  usually 
follow.  Fibroid  and  myomatous  tumors  are  removed  with  a 
mortality  of  ^  less  than  35  per  cent. — a  remarkably  low  per  cent, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  disease.  Removing  the  ovaries,  it 
is  well  to  remember,  sometimes  checks  fibroid  growths.  Ovari- 
otomy, laparotomy  and  hysterectomy,  therefore,  are  thoroughly 
legalized  proceedings  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  various  diseases  of 
the  organs  of  the  pelvis  and  abdomen.  The  difHculty  with  the 
operations  does  not  lie  so  much  in  the  performance  of  them  as  in 
the  ability  to  tell  when  to  perform  them.  The  surgeon  does  not 
always  manifest  the  greatest  degree  of  skill  in  performing  the 
operation,  but  in  deciding  when  to  perform  it.  These  operations 
occasionally  frighten  the  timid  physician,  not  only  because  of 
their  magnitude  and  his  possible  lack  of  equipment,  but  because 
the  responsibility  is  too  g^eat.  Then,  s^gain,  some  would  hesi- 
tate because  of  a  want  of  anatomical  knowledge,  and  I  would 
advise  that  no  one  undertake  these  operations  without  his  ^nat* 
omy  well  in  hand.  In  intractable  cases  Of  dystnenorrhcBa^ 
when  all  other  means  fail  to  relieve,  cure  is  effected  by  removal 
of  ovaries.  I  think  the  treatment  very  heroic '  for  the  disease, 
and  should  hesitate  some  time  before  resorting  to  it.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  that  removal  of  the  ovaries  renders  the  woman 
sterile,  yet  many  prefer  a  condition  of  sterility  to  one  of  fertility. 

Ovarian  abscess^  which  always  has  been  a  menace  to  future 
health,  can  be  treated  quite  satisfactorily  and  very  often  cured. 
However,  the  treatment  is  not  yet  what  we  could  desire  it,  and 
the  actual  removal  of  an  ovary  containing  pus  suggests  itself 
to  me  very  forcibly.  If  the  ovarian  abscess  is  tapped  and  the 
pus  drawn  off,  there  is  great  liability  to  the  formation  of  adhe 
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sions  to  adjacent  viscera,  which  is  certain  to  induce  delicate 
health ;  therefore,  if  the  suppurative  tendencies  can  be  detected 
before  adhesions  take  place,  the  operation  would  be  justifiable. 

Perineorrhaphy  has  for  a  long  time  been  recognized  as  the 
best  treatment  for  ruptured  perineum,  and  deservedly  retams 
its  merits.  It  is  a  very  simple  operation  when  involving  only 
the  perineal  body,  but  when  the  rectum  is  severed  the  operative 
procedure  becomes  more  complicated.  A  few  sutures  intro- 
duced into  a  torn  perineum  any  time  from  a  few  minutes  to  six 
hours  after  occurrence  will  cause  union  by  first  intention ;  but 
delayed  longer  than  twelve  hours,  it  will  either  not  unite  at  all 
or  heal  by  granulation.  In  old  lacerations  the  edges  of  the 
wound  must  be  freshened  before  stitched. 

Laceration  of  the  cervix  causes  many  other  distressing 
symptoms  than  those  of  cervical  or  uterine  catarrh,  and  an 
operation  for  closing  the  rent  has  now  an  established  place 
in  gynecological  surgery.  Trachelorraphy,  or  Emmett's  opera- 
tion, which  is  the  name  of  the  surgical  procedure  for  clos- 
ing the  rent  in  the  cervix,  is  not  very  difficult  to  effect,  nor  is  it 
the  easiest.  We  experience  some  difficulty  in  diagnosing  a  lacer- 
ation sometimes ;  but  with  a  tenaculum  in  the  posterior  lip,  draw- 
ing it  low  down  in  the  vaginal  vault,  and  another  in  the  anterior 
lip,  they  can  be  rolled  together,  and  the  chasm  outlined.  A 
laceration  can  also  be  seen  through  a  speculum  in  favorable 
cases,  or  felt  with  the  finger.  The  occasional  failure  of  trache-  • 
lorraphy  to  cure  leucorrhoea  and  many  other  reflex  symptoms 
does  not  contraindicate  the  operation  so  much  as  its  effects  upon 
child-bearing.  Statistics  seem  to  indicate  that  the  operation 
favors  sterility  and  renders  future  labors  more  tedious.  I  can- 
not understand  why  or  how  it  should  favor  sterility,  but  I  can 
understand  how  it  can  interfere  with  labor,  from  the  fact  that 
the  cicatrix  may  prevent  speedy  or  complete  dilatation  of  the 
cervix. 

Sterility^  which  is  such  a  bugbear  to  the  physician,  can  be 
treated  very  successfully.  It  is  not  infrequently  the  case  that 
physicians  are  importuned  by  patients  to  establish  a  condition  of 
fertility  for  them.  Particularly  is  this  the  case  when  large 
estates  are  at  stake,  with  no  heir  to  inherit.     Desiring    a   legal 
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heir,  they  press  the  physician  to  furnish  them  favorable  circum- 
stances for  inipregnation.  This  can  very  often  be  done,  though 
it  requires  care  and  perseverance.  The  treatment  is  both  local 
and  constitutional ,  although  I  generally  depend  more  on  local 
treatment.  The  uterine  mucosa  must  be  g^ven  new  Hfe^  which 
can  not  be  done  by  indirect  measures.  Sometimes,  however, 
the  cause  of  the  sterility  is  conspicuous,  when  it  must  be  re- 
moved. 

Vesica  and  recto  vaginal  fistula  frequently  result  from  tedious 
labors,  and  the  urine  and  fasces  escape  through  the  vagina. 
This  is  certainly  a  deplorable  state  of  affairs,  and  the  life  of  the 
woman  is  most  wretched.  To  remedy  this  unhappy  condition 
requires  operative  procedure.  The  edges  of  the  wound  are 
freshened  with  scissors  or  bistoury ;  a  number  of  wire  or  catgut 
sutures  draw  the  freshened  edges  together,  and  close  the  rent. 
Either  of  these  operations  are  more  difficult  than  trachelorraphy, 
and  with  the  most  skillful  hand  a  second  or  sometimes  third 
operation  is  required. 

Prolapsus  uteri  still  remains  a  difficult  thing  to  overcome. 
Prof.  T.  Addis  Emmett,  of  New  York  City,  performs  an  opera- 
tion upon  the  vaginal  walls  which,  though  not  intended  to  sup- 
port the  uterus,  yet  it  does  so  by  virtue  of  maintaining  a  radial 
distance  between  the  symphysis  pubis  and  uterus,  so  that  the 
anterior  vaginal  wall  can  not  fold  upon  itself  and  sink  down  into 
the  vagina.  Dr.  Emmett's  operation  'possesses  many  virtues, 
and  will  in  all  probability  become  popular.  The  vaginal  walls 
afford  strong  support  to  the  uterus,  and  so  long'as  they  are  re- 
laxed or  prolapsed  the  uterus  will  not  remain  in  place.  Another 
operation — and  one  which  I  look  upon  with  great  favor — is  that 
known  as  the  Alexander  operation.  It  consists  in  cutting  down 
upon  the  external  abdominal  ritigs,  finding  and  seizing  the  ends 
of  the  round  ligaments,  drawing  them  out  until  taut — the  uterus 
being  at  the  time  held  in  position  of  anteversion  by  means  of  a 
sound  in  its  cavity — and  stitched  in  their  tightened  condition  to 
the  column  of  the  rings.  The  uterus  is  to  be  kept  from  drag- 
ging upon  the  ligaments  for  a  couple  of  months  by  means  of  a 
Hodge  pessary.  The  abdominal  incision  heals  by  granulation, 
and  the  relief  seems  to  be  permanent.     The  operation  is  very 
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easy,  the  greatest  difficulty  being  probably  to  find  the  round  lig- 
aments. I  think  the  operation  a  most  promising^  one,  and  shall 
certainly  put  it  in  practice  at  my  earliest  opportunity.  There 
are  no  dangers  of  any  importance,  and  the  hemorrhage  is 
scarcely  perceptible.  To  successfully  treat  prolapsus  uteri, 
however,  we  must  be  certain  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
vaginal  walls,  the  direct  supporters  of  the  uterus. 

Plexions  and  versions^  like  prolapsus,  are  not  treated  as  sat- 
isfactorily as  we  would  like.  We  must  always  search  for  the 
cause  in  these  cases,  and  endeavor  to  remove  it.  Versions  are 
very  often  due  to  the  puerperal  condition,  in  which  the  lig^aments 
have  not  recovered  their  tonicity,  and  involution  has  been  incom- 
plete. Enlargement  of  the  cervix,  or  a  bandage  applied  too 
tightly,  may  cause  a  version.  I  do  not  depend  much  upon  pes- 
saries in  treating  displacements  of  the  uterus,  for  when  I  do  I 
am  generally  disappointed.  The  Alexander  operation,  which 
has  just  been  described,  promises  to  be  of  g^eat  value  in  treating 
flexions  and  versions. 

Carcinoma  uteri  remains  incurable.  A  few  instances  of  cure 
have  been  reported,  in  which  the  uterus  has  been  removed,  but 
the  disease  is  likely  to  return.  The  uterus  is  removed  qui)e 
often  of  late  years,  not  only  for  the  cure  of  cancer,  but  many 
other  diseases.  In  large  fibroid  and  myomatous  tumors,  in  ex- 
tensive adhesions  in  which  the  uterns  cannot  be  separated  from 
the  diseased  mass,  it  is' sometimes  removed.  There  are  two 
ways  of  removing  the  uterus — one  by  abdominal  section,  the 
other  through  the  vagina,  called  the  supra-vaginal  method.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  one  thing  in  cases  involving  removal  of 
the  womb  which  affects  the  mortality-per-cent  very  considerably. 
It  is  the  use  of  the  elastic  ligature  to  control  hemorrhage.  The 
ligature  is  thrown  around  the  neck  of  the  womb  and  the  mass 
divided  above  the  ligature.  After  division,  the  stump  is  to  be 
transfixed,  and,  if  not  too  large,  dropped  back  into  the  pelvis. 
Where  abdominal  section  is  practiced  now,  the  intra-peritoneal 
method  of  treating  the  stump  is  pursued  more  often  than  the 
extra-peritoneal.  I  can  not  take  more  time  to  speak  upon  this 
interesting  subject,  and  all  that  was  attempted  in  this  paper  was 
to  speak  of  some  of  the  things  that  were  being  done.     I  could 
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-neither  mention  nor  enter  into  the  details  of  all  the  diseases  and 
their  treatment,  because  that  would  require  volumes.  In  con- 
clusion, then,  I  will  say:  In  treating  diseases  of  the  womb,  use 
no  harsh  methods ;  handle  it  gently,  for  it  will  quickly  rebel 
against  cruel  treatment,  and  defeat  all  efforts  of  cure.  The 
greatest  curative  properties  are  not  always  found  in  the  most 
powerful  remedies,  but  in  the  milder  ones ;  and  to  insure  any 
degree  of  success  in  treating  gynecological  cases,  let  the  purpose 
ioT  any  undertaking  be  kept  clearly  in  mind. 


ABT.  XLV.— Fracture  of  the   Skull.— By  W.  S.  Bain,  M.  D., 
Caddo  Mills,  Tkx. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1885,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  S., 
•at.  20  years.  Found  the  patient  with  an  ugly  fracture  of  the 
OS  frontis,  which  he  had  received  from  the  kick  of  a  horse  five 
hours  previously.  The  fracture  measured  in  a  straight  line 
three  inches  in  length  by  one  in  width.  The  brains  were  oozing 
out  of  the  wound,  and  had  accumulated  in  a  ball  about,  the  size 
of  a  small  hen's  egg.  I  had  no  way  of  weighing  the  brain  sub- 
stance that  had  run  out,  but  would  suppose  there  was  a  loss  of 
•one  ounce  at  least.  The  patient  had  recovered  from  the  shock 
sufficiently  to  be  roused  up,  but  would  answer  questions  in- 
coherantly.  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  wildly  dilated,  and  there  was 
hemorrhage  from  the  nose,  with  cold  hands  and  feet.  I  found 
someone  had  sutured  the  wound,  and  had  drawn  the  edges  of 
the  skin  together.  I  removed  the  suture,  and  all  the  fragments 
•f  the  skull  from  the  wound.  I  then  introduced  my  finger,  and 
removed  all  the  slivers  of  bone  from  the  brains,  and  then 
washed  the  wound  with  bichloride  solution — i  to  2,000.  I  ap- 
proximated the  parts  with  adhesive  plaster,  leaving  drainage  at 
each  extremity  of  the  wound. 

On  the  25th  patient  seemed  more  rational.  A  small  amount 
•of  brain  substance  had  passed,  which  was  removed  with  the 
dressing.  There  was  some  swelling  of  the  eyes,  and  hemor- 
rhage from  the  nose,  and  patient  complained  of  sharp  pains  in 
the  head.  Gave  eWk.  valerian,  ammonia  and  morphine,  3j. 
every  hour  until  easy.  Tongue  coated  with  heavy,  yellow  fur. 
•Gave  hyd.  chlo.  mit.,  grs.  v. ;  podophyllin,  gr.  ^.  Tempera- 
ture, 102^ .     Rested  well  during  the  night. 
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26th. — Bowels  moved — dark,  bilious  discharges.  Temperature^ 
103J.  Pain  not  so  severe  in  the  head ;  hemorrhage  from  nose 
about  stopped ;  eyes  swollen  and  sensitive  to  light ;  pupils  di- 
lated ,  more  rational ;  continue  the  bichloride  dressing ;  rested 
well  during  the  night. 

27th. — Temperature,  loo**.  Swelling  of  eyes  not  so  bad; 
complains  of  some  pain  in  the  head ;  eyes  sensitive  to  light;  pu- 
pils not  so  much  dilated ;  no  hemorrhage  from  nose ;  seems  to 
be  perfectly  rational. 

28th. — No  pain  in  the  head ;  temperature,  99" ;  swelling  of 
eyes  about  gone ;  no  hemorrhage  from  nose ;  says  he  is  hungry,, 
and  calls  for  food  ;  slight  dilation  of  pupils. 

Nov.  ist. — At  this  time  patient  is  up  and  walking  around. 
Temperature,  normal.  He  has  a  good  appetite,  and  says  his 
head  does  not  hurt.  Eyes  are  slightly  sensitive  to  light ;  rests 
well  at  night;  wound  healing  finely,  and  he  will  start  in  a  few 
days  for  Western  Texas,  where  he  resides. 


AET.  ZIVI.— A  Victim  of  the  So-called  <*£egiilar8.'*— Oiiinine 
Pad  vs.  Quinine  Ointment. — By  F.  W.  Owen,  M.  D., 
BoNHAM,  Tex. 

About  the  20th  of  August,  1885,  Mr.  D.  called  at  my  ofiice, 
stating  that  he  was  hunting  for  some  one  who  could  break  the 
chills,  and  if  I  thought  I  could  break  them  he  wanted  me  to  go- 
home  with  him.  I  told  him  I  thought  I  could.  On  the  way  I 
learned  the  following  history  of  the  case:  A  child  of  Mr.  D.'s, 
aged  about  six  months,  had  taken  intermittent  fever  near  th^ 
first  of  the  month.  Dr.  C.  (a  young  regular  living  near)  was 
called  in.  Restated  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  ^' jest  what 
was  the  matter  with  a  baby,"  and  prescribed  hydrag.  chlor.  mit. 
and  quinine.  This  treatment  was  kept  up  for  one  week,  and 
during  the  time  the  child  had  taken  fifteen  doses  of  calomel^ 
vomiting  everything  else  in  the  form  of  medicine,  and  was  gprow- 
ing  worse  every  day. 

Dr.  L.  (the  boss),  very  **  regular,"  was  called  in  to  take 
charge  of  the  case.  After  examining  the  case,  he  confirmed 
Dr.  C.'s  diagnosis:  *'  It's  a  fact,  a  body  can't  tell  just  what  is- 
the  matter  with  a  baby,"  but  believed  it  was  mostly  "chills."" 
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Prescribed  hydrarg.  chlor.  mit.  and  quinine.  This  treatment 
was  kept  up  for  a  week  longer,  during  which  time  the  child  had 
taken  ten  doses  of  calomel.  As  it  vomited  the  quinine,  he  pre- 
pared a  strong  ointment  of  quinine,  and  applied  it  to  the  whole 
surface  'of  the  body,  and  as  a  last  resort  gave  the  mother  hu^e 
doses  of  quinine.  His  patient  grew  worse  continually ;  the  par- ^ 
•oxysms,  whieh  had  been  occurring  every  other  day,  came  on 
every  day  and  became  congestive.  The  friends  became  dis- 
gusted with  the  treatment,  and  concluded  to  *'  change  doctors." 
I  was  then  called  upon,  and  found  the  babe  in  the  following 
•condition :  Had  had  hard  chill  two  hours  before  I  saw  it ;  pulse 
small,  and  very  rapid ;  temperature  high ;  spleen  greatly  en- 
larged, on  account  of  venous  engorgement;  skin,  of  a  dusky 
appearance  ;  a  white  coat  on  tongue.  I  showed  the  parents  the 
enlarged  spleen,  and  how  the  babe  screamed  when  pressure  was 
made  on  it.  They  decided  that  something  could  be  told  about  a 
sick  child.  I  prescribed  as  follows:  R.  Tr.  veratrum  vir., 
gtt.  X. ;  tr.  Pulsatilla,  gtt.  xv. :  tr.  belladonna,  gtt.  v. ;  water, 
3ii].  M.  S.  Teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  Sulphite  soda, 
i-grain  doses  every  three  hours.  E.  Quinine,  3ij. ;  G.  camphor, 
grs.  XV.  M.  Make  pad  2x5  inches,  grease  one  side,  apply  over 
spleen.  Had  light  fever  next  day.  On  the  nth  day  the  pad 
was  taken  off — sedative  all  gone.  Took  hard  chill  on  the  12th 
day ;  renewed  sedative,  and  had  no  more  chills. 

I  think  the  quinine  pad  far  superior  to  the  quinine  ointment 
so  often  used. 

I  report  this  case  to  show  how  our  self-styled  *' regular" 
brethren  sometimes  punish  their  patients  with  so  simple  a  dis- 
ease as  intermittent  fever. 


ABSTRACTS. 


Cocaine  in  AffectionB  of  the  ITpper  Respiratory  Passages. 

Dr.  J.  Strahan,  in  a  short  article  on  this  subject,  says:  The 
fact  that  Jellinek  has  produced  complete  anaesthesia  of  the  larynx 
by  the  application  of  cocaine,  points  to  a  vast  field  of  usefulness 
for  that  drug  not  hitherto  explored.     To  secure  anaesthesia  of  the 
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larynx,  epiglottis,  palate  and  pharynx,  must  prove  an  invaluable 
boon  to  the  profession  and  the  patient  in  the  immediate  future. 
Even  the  action  of  carbolic  lotion  or  lozenge  in  throat  affections^ 
as  an  anaesthetic,  is  by  no  means  to  be  despised ;  so  that  we  can 
easily  imagine  the  comfort,  relief  of  pain,  and  even  avoidance  of 
danger  to  life  in  cases  of  spasm  of  the  glottis,  likely  to  result 
from  the  use  of  cocaine.  It  has  been  used  with  perfect  success 
in  operative  procedures  about  the  larynx,  but  has  not  yet  been 
tried  for  diphtheria  or  croup.  It  is  obvious  what  a  boon  the  ad- 
dition of  cocaine  applications  would  be  to  any  plan  of  treatment. 
It  could  be  applied  by  ordinary  swabbing  with  a  four-per-cent. 
solution,  or  by  insufflation  with  the  dry  powder,  or  the  solution 
could  be  sprayed  when  we  wish  to  reach  far  down.  Even  if  the 
applications*  have  to  be  made  as  often  as  every  half-hour,  for  a 
little  while,  the  trouble  would  be  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
ease  and  safety  of  the  patient.  In  case  of  necessity  the  nurse 
could  apply  it  well  in  any  form,  if  taught.  The  addition  of  a 
couple  of  drops  of  chloroform  (a  solvent  of  cocaine)  to  the 
ounce  would  prevent  the  formation  of  fungus  in  the  solution,  as 
it  does  in  the  case  of  solutions  of  atropia,  morphia,  strychnia, 
tartrated  antimony,  and  indeed  all  solutions  usually  spoiled  by 
fungi.  This  would  conduce  to  economy,  as  the  solution  without 
any  preservative  soon  spoils,  and  it  is  then  liable  to  excite  acute 
inflammation  in  mucous  membranes,  instead  of  curing  it.  Of 
course  the  chloroform  must  be  dissolved  in  the  alkaloidal  solu- 
tioui  by  agitation  in  a  bottle  not  more  than  three-quarters  full. 
This  amount  of  chloroform  causes  no  irritation,  even  to  the  eye, 
as  I  constantly  use  preserved  solution  of  atropia,  without  caus- 
ing the  slightest  pain. 

We  have  now  evidence  that  a  four-per-cent.  solution  of  cocaine 
painted  on  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  besides  causing  anaes- 
thesia, contracts  the  capillaries,  drives  out  the  blood,  and  causes 
a  membrane  swollen  and  red  to  become  shrunken  and  pale.  In 
coryza,  even  where  the  nares  are  obstructed  by  swelling,  a  strip 
of  lint,  soaked  in  the  solution  and  pushed  into  the  anterior  nares, 
speedily  removes  the  swelling,  permits  the  passage  of  the  breath, 
and,  repeated  once  or  twice,  even  permanently  cures  the  disease. 
From  these  considerations,  it  seems  to  me  that  cocaine  is  des- 
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tined  to  become  an  indispensable  aid  in  all  acute  inflammatory 
diseases  of  the  upper  respiratory  passages.  In  laryngitis,  croup, 
diphtheria,  scald  of  the  larynx,  simple  or  reflex  spasm  of  the 
glottis,  and  even  in  chronic  laryngeal  affections,  life  often  de- 
pends on  the  absence  of  fits  of  spasm ;  and  the  only  remedy, 
when  it  occurs  often  enough  or  severely  enough  to  threaten  life, 
is  tracheotomy.  If  cocaine,  by  inducing  complete  anaesthesia 
of  the  parts,  prevents  these  spasms  even  in  part,  it  will  be  an 
invaluable  addition  to  the  treatment  of  these  diseases.  We  have 
some  evidence  that  it  will  do  so,  from  the  fact  that  the  imperfect 
means  on  which  we  have  hitherto  had  to  rely  for  anaesthetizing 
the  larynx,  pharynx,  etc. — namely,  bromides  and  chloral — do 
very  markedly  diminish  the  tendency  to  spasm  of  the  glottis  in 
croup  for  instance.  For  that  reason,  among  others,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  a  combination  of  bromide  of  potassium  and  hydrate 
of  chloral  constitutes  the  very  best  treatment  for  croup,  at  least 
so  far  as  the  systematic  remedies  go.  The  bromide  diminishes 
the  number  and  intensity  of  the  laryngeal  spasms ;  the  chloral, 
in  addition,  acts  as  perhaps  the  most  powerful  antiphlogistic  we 
have  in  such  cases ;  it  greatly  reduces  arterial  blood  pressure,, 
diminishes  body-temperature,  and  acts  as  a  powerful  germicide,^ 
both  generally  and  locally.  The  local  use  of  cocaine,  and  the 
constant  inhalation  of  some  efficient  antiseptic  vapor,  such  as 
that  of  eucalyptus  oil,  or  of  turpentine  and  tar,  in  addition  to 
the  internal  treatment 'described,  and  with  proper  attention  to 
alimentation,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  an  almost  perfect  thera- 
peutic plan  for  diphtheria,  croup,  and  many  other  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  passages. — Brit,  Med.  yournaL 


♦- 


Direct  Interstitial  Medication  by  Dielectrolysis. 

The  New  York  Medical  yournal  refers  to  a  new  therapeu- 
tical measure  that  must  excite  universal  attention.  M.  A.  Bron- 
del,  of  Algiers^  brought  forward  a  novel  plan  of  medication  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Paris  Academic  de  M6decine  {Hev.  MtdJ), 
By  the  term  dielectrolysis  (di^lectrolyse)  he  refers  to  a  substance 
for  making  a  nascent  chemical  process  pass  through  the  tissues.. 
For  example,  taking  iodine,  a  body  which  is  really  "dielectro- 
lyzable,"  he  applies  to  any  desired  part  of  the  person  a  com- 
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press  wet  with  a  solution  of  iodide  of  potassiuui,  and  over  it  he 
places  the  negative  electrode  of  a  galvanic  battery,  the  positive 
electrode  being  held  against  any  indifferent  part  of  the  body. 
The  iodine  leaves  the  potassium,  and  (actually  traversing  the  in- 
tervening tissues)  rapidly  arrives  at  the  positive  electrode,  as 
may  be  ascertained  by  testing  with  starch  paper.  In  effect, 
therefore,  this  is  a  hypodermic,  or  rather  interstitial  (intra-or- 
ganique),  method  without  wounding  the  skin  or  producing  pain. 
As  a  great  number  of  simple  bodies  may  thus  be  made  to  pene- 
trate from  one  point  to  another,  the  practical  applications  of  the 
new  method  may  be  very  numerous  and  very  important.  By  it 
the  author  has  cured  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  a  case  of  peri- 
metritis, a  rheumatic  ovarian  neuralgia,  and  several  cases  of 
chronic  rheumatism.  He  has  in  view  further  trials  upon  para- 
sitic and  malignant  tumors,  diseases  of  the  skin,  syphilis,  neu- 
ralgias, etc.,  and  especially  pulmonary  consumption,  on  which 
latter  he  proposes  to  try  the  action  of  various  mineral  antiseptics, 
such  as  arsenic,  mercury,  fluorine,  etc. —  Weekly  Med.  Review. 


Syzygiun  in  Glycotnria. — By  £.  Halb,  M.  D.,  Chigago. 

Several  months  ago  there  appeared  in  the  London  Lancet  a 
notice  of  the  use  of  syzygium  in  the  treatment  of  glycosuria. 
The  seeds  are  the  officinal  portion.  It  is  an  East  Indian  plant, 
and  is  used  in  diabetes  by  the  native  physicians,  who  give  the 
pulverized  seeds  in  20  or  30-grain  doses.  *  Their  use  gives  rise  to 
no  unpleasant  symptoms,  gastric,  intestinal,  or  urinal,  but  they 
have  an  undoubted  power  to  lessen  the  sugar  in  the  urine. 

Dr.  Hughes,  of  London,  in  the  Homoeopathic  World^  reports 
one  case  which  improved  under  drop  doses  of  the  20th  dilution. 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  its  effects  m  two 
cases  of  glycosuria,  and  the  results  are  worthy  of  record. 

Cask  1. — Mr.  C.  C.  C ,  a  very  wealthy  and  intelligent 

gentleman  of  Chicago,  several  years  ago— four  or  five — found 
that  he  was  suffering  from  glycosuria.  He  was  at  that  time 
traveling  in  Europe,  and  was  treated  by  the  most  eminent 
physicians  in  London,  Paris  and  Vienna.  The  amount  of  sugar 
fluctuated  from  12  to  20  per  cent,  never  less  than  12.  No  medi- 
cine or  diet  was  able  to   reduce  it  below  that  quantity.     The 
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specific  gravity  was  always  high,  1.036.  Quantity  usually  10  to 
12  pints.  He  had  lived  on  skimmed-milk  and  gluten  bread  for 
a  year  at  a  time.  Had  taken  every  known  remedy  in  both 
schools.  I  put  him  upon  bromide  of  arsenic,  and  again  upon 
lycopis  vir,  but  with  no  change.  A  few  weeks  ago  one  of  his 
medical  friends  showed  him  the  London  Lancet^  in  which  was  a 
mention  of  syzygium.  He  immediately  telegraphed  to  New 
York  and  London,  and  after  weeks  succeeded  in  procuring  the 
seeds.  Froni  these  he  had  a  decoction  made,  according  to  the 
following  formula: 

B.  Pulverized  seeds  of  syzygium,  one  ounce ;  hot  water, 
one  pint.  When  sufficiently  infused,  add  glycerine,  one  ounce, 
which  prevents  fermentation.  Dose :  one  teapsoonful  three  or 
four  times  daily. 

Mr.  C.  took  this  preparation  ten  days,  sometimes  taking  a 
tablespoonful.  No  pathogenetic  symptoms  were  observed.  As 
to  its  curative  effects,  I  can  but  describe  them  by  giving  verba-^ 
iim  3.  characteristic  letter  from  the  patient  himself: 

Chicago  Club,  June  lo,  1884. 

Dear  Dr.  Hale: — Ao  Sugar!  sp.  gravity  very  high,  1.036, 
but  no  sugar.  That  is  the  most  remarkable  medicine  in  the  world, 
for  that  purpose.  Proclaim  it  to  the  world!  From  12  to  15 
per  cent,  of  sugar,  never  under  skim  milk  reducing  the  amount 
below  7  per  cent.,  it  has  come  after  ten  days'  use  of  syzygium  to 
nosuQar!  Only  highly  concentrated,  7  per  cent,  of  urea,  but 
that  does  not  matter.  It  will  take  out  the  sugar.  I  have  kept 
records  for  two  years,  and  never  before  without  finding  large 
quantities  of  sugar. 

A  daily  record  and  a  monthly  analysis  (I  have  made  for  two 
years) :  Quantity  reduced  at  once  from  eight  to  nine  pints  in 
24  hours  to  less  than  four.  It  will  show  that  result  within  40 
hours,  yes,  within  30.  Yours  sincerely, 

\^»    w.    w. 

The  next  day  Mr.  C.  started  for  Europe,  promising  to  report 
on  his  arrrival.  I  may  be  able  to  give  his  report  appended  to 
this  paper. 

Case  II. — Mrs.  Clark,  aged  70.  Sugar  was  first  observed  in 
the  urine  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  probably  had  been  present 
before,  as  she  had  been  failing  in  strength  and  becoming  ema- 
ciated before  that  date.     Had  been   under  the  care  of  a   physi- 
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clan,  who  gave  her  acids  (phosphoric,  nitric)  in  large  doses,  with 
some  improvement.  Before  giving  syzyg^um  the  urine  showed 
ID  per  cent  sugar;  sp.  gravity,  1.036;  quantity,  4 quarts.  Pre- 
scribed 5  grs.  of  a  trituration  made  by  mixing  equal  parts  of  the 
pulverized  seeds  and  sugar  of  milk.  Analysis  after  a  week's 
use  of  the  drug  showed  sugar  9  per  cent;  sp.  grav:,  1.042; 
quantity,  3J  quarts  (56  ounces). 

This  showing  was  not  satisfactory,  and  the  medicine  was  pre- 
scribed in  the  form  of  decoction,  prepared  as  follows:  one 
ounce  of  the  pulverized  seeds  was  infused  in  one  pint  of  hot 
water.  To  this  was  added  one  ounce  of  glycerine  to  prevent 
fermentation.  Of  this  she  was  ordered  to  take  a  teaspooful  four 
times  a  day.  In  a  week  the  urine  was  found  to  have  a  sp.  grav- 
ity of  10.365  ;  sugar,  6.66  per  cent. ;  average  daily  quantity,  64 
ounces  (4  quarts). 

Although  the  sugar  has  notably  decreased,  the  amount  of 
urine  had  not,  but  had  apparently  increased.  I  say  apparently, 
for  the  patient  thought  she  had  drank  more  water  than  usual, 
and  the  water  was  from  the  "  Silurian"  spring,  at  Waukesha, 
which  is  decidedly  diuretic. 

She  was  ordered  to  take  two  teaspoonfuls  four  times  a  day  of 
the  same  decoction.  In  fourteen  days  the  urine  was  again  ex- 
amined, and  showed  a  specific  gravity  1.032;  sugar,  5.25  per 
cent. ;  quantity  averaged  40  ounces  daily. 

As  the  patient  was  going  to  her  home  in  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y., 
I  had  a  fluid  extract  of  syzygium  made,  five  drops  of  which  is 
equal  to  one  ounce  of  the  decoction.  This  she  takes  with  her, 
and  has  promised  to  report  in  two  weeks.  Should  I  get  the  re- 
port before  this  is  printed  it  will  be  added  to  this  paper. 

These  two  cases,  together  with  the  one  reported  by  Dr. 
Hughes,  show  conclusively  that  it  has  the  power  of  diminish- 
ing the  sugar,  the  quantity  and  specific  gravity  of  the  urine  of 
glycosuria. — American  Homceopathist. 

Hitro-Olycerine  in  Hiccough. 

Dr.  O.  T.  Schultz  (^American  Practitioner)  reports  a  case  of 
obstinate  hiccough  which  persisted  for  ten  days,  notwithstanding 
he  e  mployment  of  morphia,  atropia,  chloroform,  strychnia,  and 
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various  minor  remedies.  Galvanization  of  the  phrenics  in  the 
neck  and  of  the  epigastric  region  gave  no  relief.  A  heavy  in- 
duced current  to  the  epigastrium  and  along  the  costal  attachment 
of  the  diaphragm  broke  up  the  spasms  after  five  minutes,  and 
there  was  complete  absence  of  hiccough  for  one  hour  after  each 
sitting,  the  attacks  being  less  violent  and  less  long  in  the  interval 
between  the  seances.  Improvement,  however,  did  not  last  long. 
On  the  ninth  day  potassium  bromid.,  gr.  xxx.,  and  strychnia,' 
gr.  ^,  were  given  every  third  hour.  Only  very  transient  relief 
was  afforded  by  this  combination,  the  hiccough  not  being  quite 
so  severe  for  a  short  time  after  the  prescription  had  been  taken. 
The  next  night  was  almost  one  constant  hiccough,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  tenth  day  the  induced  current  failed  to  interrupt 
the  attacks.  One  drop  of  the  one-per-cent.  solution  of  nitro- 
glycerine was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  every  hour.  The  hic- 
cough at  once  became  less  frequent  and  distressing,  and  ceased 
entirely  within  a  half-hour  after  the  administration  of  the  second 
dose. — Medical  Bulletin. 


Chloroform  as  a  Hemostatio. 

Dr.  Betz,  in  his  '*  Memorabilien,"  1885,  No.  5  (^Medical 
Times) ^  relates  two  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  in  which  he 
found  chloroform  of  great  utility  in  its  arrest.  The  first  of  these 
occurred  in  the  person  of  a  robust  woman,  33  years  old,  deliv- 
ered of  her  second  child  under  chloroform.  Owing  to  the  delay 
of  the  passage  of  the  head,  notwithstanding  violent  pains,  the 
forceps  was  applied,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  fear- 
ful hemorrhage  ensued,  so  that  the  reporter  did  not  dare  remove 
his  hand,  which  he  had  introduced  in  the  uterus  as  a  plug  and  a 
stimulus  to  action.  The  contraction  soon  subsided,  and  hot 
water  injected  by  the  side  of  the  hand  failed  to  reproduce  it. 
Chloroform  was  now  poured  on  a  sponge  and  passed  into  the 
uterus,  and  some  was  also  poui'ed  on  the  abdomen.  On  the  in- 
troduction of  the  sponge,  a  severe,  burning  pain  was  felt  along 
the  genital  passage,  strong  contraction  of  the  uterus  took  place, 
and  the  bleeding  ceased. 

A  delicate  women,  23  years  of  age,  formed  the  subject  of  the 
second  case,  being  about  at  the  fourth  month  with  her  third  child. 
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During  eight  days  she  had  slight  hemorrhage  and  pains,  and  on 
the  ninth  a  fetus  was  expelled,  succeeded  by  a  mass  of  black 
coagulum.  Hemorrhage  followed  and  resisted  all  the  ordinary 
means,  and  the  patient  became  cold  and  pulseless.  A  plug  was 
made  of  cotton  wool,  and  after  being  wetted  with  a  mixture  of 
chloroform  and  ether  was  passed  up  and  held  against  the  os  by 
the  fingers.  Severe  burning  pain  was  produced  from  the  vagina 
to  the  abdomen,  and  in  a  very  short  time  contraction  of  the 
vagina  and  uterus,  with  arrest  of  the  hemorrhage,  ensued. 

The  action  of  chloroform,  Dr.  Betz  observes,  differs  from 
that  of  the  ordinary  astringents,  inducing  coagulation  of  the 
blood  as  they  do,  but  causing  narrowing  and  closure  of  the  blood 
vessels  in  consequence  of  muscular  contraction.  When  chloro- 
form is  not  at  hand  alcohol  injections  may  be  resorted  to.  The 
use  of  chloroform  in  this  way  may  supersede  the  h3rpodermic 
injection  of  ether. —  Weekly  Med.  Review. 


Treatment  of  Hemorrhoidfl. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Cokenower,  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  in  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Medical  Worlds  says :  Already  there  have  been  many 
good  and  readable  articles  published  on  this  subject ;  but  if  I 
am  able  to  throw  one  ray  of  light  upon  the  pathology  and  treat- 
ment of  this  disease,  I  shall  have  accomplished  my  desire  in  full. 
As  to  the  causes  of  piles,  they  are  many,  but  the  principal  one 
is  constipation,  and  in  our  treatment  we  must  not  neglect  to  try 
at  least  to  correct  this  condition. 

A  hemorrhoidal  tumor  being  nourished  by  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins,  to  cure  it  we  must  cut  off  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  part. 
This  can  best  be  done,  as  I  have  found  by  repeated  trials,  by  the 
injection  of  medicine  into  the  tumor.  I  have  tried  several  for- 
mulas, but  the  one  that  I  have  found  to  excel  all  others  is  as 
follows:  R.  Carbolic  acid,  Sj* ;  creosote,  g^.  xx. ;  olive  oil, 
glycerine,  aa  3j.  M.  Unite  by  water  bath.  Inject  from  three  to 
ten  drop^  of  this  into  the  tumor.     Pass  needle  as  near  base  of  I 

tumor  as  possible  without  puncturing  the  gat,  and  pass  the 
needle  as  near  to  opposite  side  of  tumor  as  you  can  without 
passing  through  the  tumor.  Iriject  and  withdraw  the  needle  a 
little ;  then  inject  again,  etc.     In    internal   tumors   always  pass 
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the  needle  horizontally  with  the  gut.  If  hemorrhage  occurs 
from  puncturing  tumor  with  needle,  apply  cold  water  with 
sponge  and  compress. 

Always  reduce  external  tumors  as  soon  as  possible  after  treat- 
ment.    Treat  one  tum6r  a  week  until  all  are  removed. 

In  fistulas,  fill  fistulous  track  with  this  medicine,  and  plug  the 
opening.  In  fissures,  saturate  lint  with  compound  and  lay  in 
crack. 

In  treating  hemorrhoidal  tumors,  if  undue  pain  should  occur, 
use  laudanum  and  sweet  oil.  If  patient  is  of  constipated  habits, 
have  him  use  injections  of  warm  water  half  an  hour  before 
going  to  stool.  If  weakness  of  sphincter  occurs,  use  a  weak 
solution  of  sulph.  zinc. 

This  formula  I  have  used  for  over  six  years,  and  upon  at  least 
forty  different  patients,  without  a  single  failure.  I  know  what 
it  will  do  when  judiciously  used,  or  I  would  not  ask  its  pub- 
lication. 

In  reckless  hands  it  is  capable  of  doing  irreparable  harm ;  and 
any  one  not  fully  Understanding  the  anatomy  of  the  rectum,  and 
the  causation  of  hemorrhoids,  should  avoid  its  use. 

Its  curative  power  is  due  to  the  coagulating  of  the  blood  sup- 
plying the  tumor,  and  it  atrophies  instead  of  sloughing,  as  is  the 
case  with  many  of  the  popular  remedies  now  used. 


Some  Lay  Advice  to  Doctors. 

Avoid  the  society  of  your  patients.  Physicians  should  have 
no  familiars ;  to  be  thoroughly  respected  they  must  stand  aloof 
from  the  gaze  of  society.  A  prophet  has  no  power  in  his  own 
country,  neither  has  a  physician  in  his  own  circle.  Without  skill 
it  is  impossible  to  become  a  flourishing  physician,  but  without 
good  manners  all  the  skill  of  the  mgst  eminent  physician  will  not 
avail  you  in  a  large  capital.  A  good  address  is  everything  in  a 
doctor.  Never  refuse  a  fee  from  any  person  who  is  able  to  give 
one,  in  order  that  you  may  never  have  occasion  to  take  one  from 
a  man  who  is  too  poor  to  well  afford  one.  It  matters  not  how 
mercenary  you  may  be  accounted  by  the  rich,  so  long  as  you  are 
merciful  to  the  poor.  If  you  cannot  get  fees  v/ithout  depriving 
them  of  bread,  it  were  better  you  had  never  been  a  doctor. — 
Brooklyn  Eagle. 
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Urethral  Irritation  in  the  Male  the  Cause  of  Certain 

and  alto  of  Aone.* — By  Legrand  N.  Denslow,  M.  D., 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Although  of  late  years  much  has  been  written  abont  urethral 
irritation  and  its  relation  to  nervous  disturbances^  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  its  importance  is  far  from  being  appreciated  as  yet. 
This  conviction  is  the  only  apology  I  have  to  offer  for  trespassing 
upon  your  time  by  recounting  a  few.  cases  that  have  come  under 
my  observation  recently.  Dr.  Otis,  at  a  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Dermatological  Society  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  read  a  very 
interesting  paper  on  contractions  of  the  meatus  urinarius  as  a 
source  of  reflex  irritation  in  the  brain  and  spinal  cord ;  his  cases, 
together  with  mine,  make  such  an  interesting  series  that  I  shall 
briefly  refer  to  them.  The  first  was  a  case  of  contracted  meatus 
in  a  physician,  associated  with  mental  depression  so  great  as  to 
render  all  his  mental  processes  unreliable,  and  to  make  him  feel 
as  if  he  did  not  care  to  live.  These  symptoms  were  entirely  re- 
lieved by  simply  stretching  the  meatus  three  or  four  millimetres. 
The  patient  would  not  accept  division,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
dilate  at  intervals,  each  dilatation  being  followed  by  prompt 
relief.  Again,  case  of  a  physicion'  who  had  been  subject  to 
attacks  of  profound  mental  depression,  coming  on  without 
apparent  cause.  This  trouble  he  bore  until  he  was  past  forty 
years  of  age,  when  to  it  were  added  various  reflex  nervous  diffi- 
culties— among  the^e  a  feeling  of  wetness  in  the  urethra  and  a 
bearing  down  in  the  perineum,  a  sound  was  passed,  and  gave 
immediate  relief,  which  continued  for  several  weeks.  A  year 
afterward  the  meatus  was  divided,  with  the  effect  of  permanently 
removing  his  nervous  trouble.  The  same  writer  speaks  of  two 
cases  who  were  subject  to  daily  epileptic  attacks,  in  both  of 
which  there  was  entire  reliei  after  division  of  the  meatus.  In 
one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  cut  several  times  before  the 
tendency  to  recontraction  was  entirely  overcome  and  the  symp- 
toms permanently  relieved.  The  most  interesting  case  describepi 
in  his  paper,  and  illustrative  of  another  class  of  cases  in  which 
the  reflex  irritation  falls  more  particularly  upon  the  spinal  cord, 

*  Bead  at  the  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Dermatological 
Association. 
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occurred  in  a  child  aged  three.  As  an  infant  it  was  restless  and 
fretful,  had  frequent  erections  and  enuresis ;  at  two  and  a  half 
years  it  was  still  in  a  bad  general  condition,  and  suffered  from 
bilious  attacks.  About  this  time  it  was  circumcised,  with  relief, 
though  the  attacks  continued  at  night.  Although  there  was  no 
evidence  of  spinal  disease,  there  was  marked  difficulty  in  loco- 
motion, the  child  stumbling  in  his  walk,  with  the  right. foot 
turned  in,  and  falling  every  few  steps.  The  meatus  was  found 
to  be  contracted,  and  was  cut,  the  operation  giving  great  relief ; 
but  the  meatus  having  again  contracted,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  cut  agam.  To  avoid  hypospadias  this  operation  was  very 
carefully  performed,  and  repeated  ten  times  until  no  further  re- 
contraction  took  place.  These  numerous  operations  were  found 
necessary,  as  the  symptoms  would  return  with  the  slightest  re- 
contraction.  The  child  was  seen  two  years  after  the  date  of  the 
last  operation,  and  was  found  to  be  fat  and  well.  My  first  case 
is  similar  in  some  respects  to  this  last  one. 

Case  I. — April  3,  1885.     C had   gonorrhoea  twenty-two 

years  ago,  discharge  lasting  several  months.  During  treatment 
a  piece  of  nitrate  of  silver- was  accidentally  dropped  in  the  ure- 
thra and  allowed  to  dissolve.  Patient  complains  of  weight  in 
the  perineum  and  pain  in  the  same  region  during  emission. 
There  are  darting  pains  through  the  thighs  and  down  the  legs, 
the  feet  feel  heavy  and  numb,  and  occasionally  it  is  only  with 
great  effort  that  he  can  walk  steadily.  There  is  aknost  constant 
occipital  pain,  and  the  patient  has  about  made  up  his  mind  to 
give  up  a  good  position.  Upon  examination  the  normal  urethra 
was  found  to  be  34.  There  were  strictures  at  i  inch.  No.  24, 
from  if  to  2 J  inches  from  22  to  14,  this  one  being  particularly 
dense,  and  showing  the  result  of  the  nitrate,  and  one  at  4^ 
inches.  No.  19.  All  were  incised  to  36,  and  during  the  course 
of  the  next  six  weeks  all  the  disagreeable  symptoms  disap- 
peared. 

Case  II. — May  1883.     O ,  aged   forty-two,    married,   of 

good  habits,  uses  no  liquor  or  tobacco,  is  in  perfect  health. 
Claims  that  he  has  been  impotent  for  eight  years,  and  that  the 
condition  came  on  gradually.  Upon  examination  meatus  meas- 
ured 16  (normal  34) ;  otherwise  urethra  norpial  and  not  sensi- 
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tive ;  the  meatus  was  incised  to  35,  and  a  cure  effected  within  a 
week.  This  occurred  two  years  ago,  and  I.  have  heard  recently 
from  the  gentleman  that  at  present  there  is  very  little  probability 
that  further  treatment  will  be  necessary. 

Case  III. — June  15,  1885.     G .     Gonorrhoea  seven  years 

ago,  which  lasted  about  one  month.  Before  he  was  entirely 
well  he  had  connection  with  dissolute  women,  several  times  every 
night,  for  two  weeks ;  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  fell  down  in  a 
fit,  bit  his  tongue,  etc.  These  attacks  have  occurred  every  few 
days,  sometimes  every  day,  until  the  present  time.  He  is  a 
printer,  and  has  frequently  fallen  from  his  stool  while  at  work. 
Had  last  attack  yesterday.  Stream  of  urine  very  small  Upon 
examination,  normal  urethra  34,  meatus  29;  stricture  at  2  and 
2^  in.,  admitting  29;  4^  in.,  26;  ^i  in.,  7.  Following  the  ex- 
amination he  had  a  severe  epileptiform  attack.  For  the  next 
week  the  lower  stricture  was  stretched  every  other  day  until  22 
was  reached.  The  patient  then  had  a  pleurisy,  from  which  he 
has  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  proceed  with  urethral  treatment. 
He  has  not  had  an  epileptic  attack  since  the  day  mentioned. 

Case  IV. — ^February  12,  1885.     S ,  aged   thirty,  single, 

no  venereal  disease.  Complains  that  during  the  last  year  his 
hair,  both  on  head  and  body,  has  been  falling  rapidly.  He  has 
a  very  extensive  hirsute  growth  over  the  entire  body,  and  upon 
removing  the  underclothes  they  are  found  to  be  lined  with  hairs. 
The  scalp  and  a  small  spot  on  chest  are  found  to  be  the  seat  of  a 
sebon  hoea,  for  which  approriate  remedies  were  applied.  The 
skin  over  the  entire  body  is,  to  all  appearances,  in  a  perfectly 
healthy  state.  Thinking  that  the  trouble  must  be  reflex,  I  exam- 
ined the  urethra,  and  found  the  prostatic  portion  highly  sensitive. 
From  this  time  patient  was  seen  every  other  day,  and  sound 
passed.  March ''ist,  less  hair  falling.  March  nth,  continued 
improvement.  March  15th,  scarcely  any  hair  falling.  March 
3i8t,  hair  on  body  firm,  none  falling.  Within  a  few  days  the 
patient  has  been  heard  from,  and  there  has  not  been  afiy  return 
of  the  body  trouble,  although  hairs  still  fall  from  the  head  and 
chest.  I  am  not  aware  that  general  alopecia  was  ever  before 
treated  through  the  urethra.  The  result  followed  the  treatment 
so  rapidly,  and  proved  so  radical,  that  there  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  the  cause  in  this  case  was  discovered. 
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Case  V. — S ,  aged  twenty-six.  Has  had  a  constant  neu- 
ralgia of  the  right  testicle  for  past  eighteen  months.  Had  gon- 
orrhoea two  years  ago,  which  lasted  three  months.  There  are 
numerous  acne  pustules  scattered  over  the  facie.  The  patient 
told  me  subsequently  that  he  has  never  been  free  from  them 
since  he  was  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age.  Has  been  impo- 
tent for  past  six  months.  Upon  examination  (normal  urethra 
34),  meatus  26.  This  was  enlarged  to  full  size,  and  the  deep 
urethra  treated  with  sound.  Within  a  month  the  acne  had  dis- 
appeared and  the  neuralgia  was  very  decidedly  improved,  and 
after  three  months'  treatment  the  neuralgia  was  cured  by  the 
systematic  use  of  the  sound,  together  with  galvanism.  This 
case  is  an  interesting  one  from  the  fact  of  the  acne  disappearing 
so  rapidly.  No  mention  was  made  of  the  acne,  either  by  the 
patient  or  myself,  until  about  one  month  after  treatment  com- 
menced, when  the  patient  informed  me  thM  he'' always  had 
pimples"  until  the  present  time,  and  asked  if  I  thought  the 
operation  and  treatment  had  anything  to  do  with  their  disappear- 
ance. This  patient  has  been  seen  by  me  within  a  few  days,  and 
there  is  no  return  of  the  acixe,  and  but  occasional  slight  pain  in 
the  testicle.  Upon  further  examination  of  his  urethra  with 
bulbs,  a  stricture  of  large  calibre  was  found,  three  and  a  half 
inches  from  the  meatus,  measuring  32.  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  remnant  of  the  neuralgia  is  due  to  this  contrac- 
tion. 

Case  VI. — ^June  20,  1885.  W ,  aged  twenty-nine.  Prom- 
inent member  of  the  bar  and  hard  student.  Has  been  morbid, 
more  or  less,  as  long  as  he  can  remember.  Within  two  or  three 
years  has  become  abnormally  sensitive,  and  finds  that  his  men- 
tal processes  are  becoming  obscured,  has  great  difficulty  in  fix- 
ing his  attention,  and  it  is  only  with  effort  that  he  can  g^asp  the 
■subject  of  his  reading.  Upon  examination  of  the  penis,  find 
that  he. has  been  circumcised;  the.  meatus  24  (normal  30),  and 
lips  protruding ;  the  entire  urethra  exquisitely  sensitive.  The 
meatus  was  incised,  and  a  full-sized  sound  passed  regularly. 
At  this  date,  August  20th,  the  urethra  is  not  sensitive,  and  the 
patient  declares  that  mentally  he  is  another  man,  that  he  is  no 
longer  despondent,  and  that  within  a  week  he  has  passed  through 
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a  trial  that  prior  to  the  operation  would  have  "about  killed  him."^ 
I  can  notice  a  great  change  in  his  nervous  condition.  This  pa- 
tient applied  to  me  for  an  aggravated  case  of  acne,  situated  over 
the  entire  back  from  shoulders  to  buttocks,  of  fourteen  years 
duration,  which  has  entirely  disappeared  without  other  tieat- 
ment. 

Case  VII.— October   ii,  1884.     A ,  aged  fifteen.     Had 

comedo  when  six  weeks  old,  which  disappeared  in  a  few  weeks. 
Normal  skin  thick  and  greasy.  At  present  the  whole  face,  ears, 
neck  and  shoulders  are  covered  with  acne  to  an  extent  worse 
than  I  ever  saw  before,  several  abscesses  being  two  inches  in 
diameter,  and  a  greater  part  of  the  skin  of  the  face  being  infil- 
trated with  pus,  serum  and  sebaceous  matter.  Disease  com- 
menced two  years  ago.  Locally,  I  treated  him  by  opening 
abscesses  and  applying  hot  water,  gr.  vj.  ergotine  t.  i.  d.  By 
December  13th  the  acne  had  all  cleaned  up,  except  a  few  pus* 
tules  on  the  back  of  the  neck.  At  this  time  the  urethra  was^ 
examined.  Meatus  contracted  to  27  (normal  34),  and  prostatic 
urethra  very  sensitive.  As  operation  was  declined,  sound  No. 
27  was  passed  frequently  for  about  six  weeks,  when  urethra  was 
no  longer  sensitive.  During  this  time  ergot  was  discontinued, 
but  improvement  continued  until  but  very  few  pustules  appeared 
on  the  neck. 

April  i8th. — No  treatment  but  hot  water  for  past  two  months,, 
and  slight  relapse  on  neck.  Ergot  given  again,  and  in  a  month 
the  eruption  had  all  disappeared.  A  few  days  ago  he  presented 
himself,  havtng  neglected  treatment  for  the  past  two  months- 
There  was  a  decided  relapse,  principally  about  the  neck  and 
angle  of  jaws.  There  are  many  points  of  interest  about  this 
case:  first,,  the  fact  of  the  skin  being  predisposed  to  acne,  as 
shown  by  comedo  appearing  at  the  age  of  six  weeks ;  second,  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  disease  disappeared  under  the  use  of 
ergot;  third,  the  fact  of  improvement  continuing  when  sounds 
were  substituted  for  ergot ;  fourth  relapse  occurring  on  discon- 
tinuing either  sounds  or  ergot.  As  the  deep  urethra  is  no  longer 
sensitive,  it  would  be  fair  to  presume  that  the  acne  is  kept  up 
by  the  contracted  meatus,  as  it  improves  always  after  passing  a 
sound.     I  regret  my  inability  as  yet  to  prove  this. 
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Cass  VTH. — June  »2,  1885.    W ,  aged  thirty-one.     Has 

suHered  from  acne  for  years.  At  present  back  is  pretty  well 
covered  from  shoulders  to  lumbar  region.  Urethra,  30;  meatus, 
normal.  Strictures  No.  26  and  28  at  one  and  two  inches,  the 
entire  urethra  very  sensitive,  and  particularly  so  in  deeper  por- 
tion.    Treatment :    sounds  passed  every  other  day. 

July  7th. — Acne  has  disappeared.  At  this  time  patient  was 
ill  and  obliged  to  stay  at  home  for  two  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  a  few  more  pustules  had  appeared.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  no  acne. 

I  simply  present  these  as  an  interesting  group  of  cases.  I 
have  no  theory  to  offer,  but  would  call  particular  attention  to 
the  case  of  general  alopecia  cured,  and  also  the  result  in  the 
cases  of  acne,  adding,  as  they  do,  evidence  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
Dr.  SherwelPs  treatment  by  sounds,  suggested  by  him  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  this  Association. — Afed.  Record, 


Anti-Freckle  Lotion. 

B.  Hydrarg.  bichlor,  gr.  xii. ;  acid  hydrochlor.  /«r.,  ^iij. ; 
fruct.  amygd.  amar.,  3jss. ;  glycerin,?].;  tinct.  ben';:oin,  Jij ; 
aqua  flor.  aurant.,  q.  s.  Dissolve  the  corrosive  sublimate  in 
three  ounces  of  the  orange  flower  water,  add  the  hydrochloric 
acid,  and  set  aside.  Blanch  the  bitter  almonds,  and  bruise  them 
in  a  Wedgwood  mortar,  adding  thereto  the  glycerin,  and  using 
the  pestle  vigorously ;  a  smooth  paste  is  thus  obtained.  Then 
add  gradually  about  nine  ounces  of  the  orange  flower  water, 
stirring  constantly,  continuing  this  operation  until  a  flne,  creamy 
emulsion  is  the  result.  Subject  this  to  violent  agitation — prefer- 
ably with  the  aid  of  a  mechanical  egg-whisk — and  allow  the 
tincture  of  benzoin  to  fall  into  it  the  while,  drop  by  drop.  Then 
add  the  mercurial  solution,  Alter,  and  make  up  the  whole  to  the 
measure  of  twenty  fluid-ounces  with  more  orange  flower  water. 

This  preparation  is  recommended  to  us  by  an  eminent  der- 
matologist as  being  invariably  efficacious  in  the  treatment  of 
efhelis^  and  always  greatly  ameliorating 7^fi/i]^(t7,  even  if  it  does 
not  entirely  decolorize  the  patches  in  the  latter  case.  A  general 
whitening  of  the  skin  is  produced  by  this  lotion,  without  any 
irritation.     It  is  as  well,  however,  not  to  apply  it  to  any  abraded 
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surfaces.  It  has  been  found  far  superior  in  practice  to  a  prepa- 
ration— which  it  somewhat  resembles — ^sold  at  a  high  price  in 
Paris,  under  the  name  of  Z^ait  Aniiphilique, — Phartn€u:eutical 
Record. 


A  Painless  Method  of  Introducing  the  Catheter. 

lu  your  issue  of  August  15  you  refer  to  an  article  in  the  Med. 
and  Surg.  Rep.^  by  Dr.  John  A.  Stamps,  entitled  ''  An  almost 
Painless  Method  of  Introducing  the  Catheter."  Permit  me  to 
suggest  a  quite  painless  method. 

My  plan  is  the  spurting  of  a  few  drops  of  a  four-per-cent. 
solution  of  cocaine  mur.  into  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  and  al- 
lowing it  to  seek  the  deeper  parts  of  the  canal  by  gravitation. 
This  can  be  accomplished  with  an  ordinary  medicine-dropper, 
the  point  of  which  has  previously  been  glazed  by  holding  in  the 
flame  of  a  spirit-lamp. 

By  this  simple  method  of  producing  local  anaesthesia  I  have 
been  enabled  not  only  to  painlessly  catheterize  my  patients,  but 
in  four  cases  perform  internal  urethrotomy,  and  carry  out  the 
after-treatment,  viz.,  the  daily  introduction  of  a  full-size  sound, 
without  causing  any  pain  whatever. — ^J.  H.  Berst,  M.  D.,  in 
Therapeutic  Gazette. 


Vomiting  in  Pregnancy  Cured  by  Ether  Spray  to  the  EpigastriniiL 

A  young  and  delicate  primapara  began,  at  the  second  month, 
to  suffer  from  frequent  attacks  of  nausea  and  vomiting.  Toward 
the  fifth  month  her  state  became  alarming  from  the  malnutrition 
caused  by  the  uncontrollable  vomiting.  No  drugs  were  of  any 
avail.  The  application  of  ether  spray  to  the  epigastrium  was 
tried,  with  immediate  benefit.  After  the  first  application  the 
siekness  ceased.  Afterward  it  recurred,  and  again  yielded  to 
the  spray. — London  Med.  your. 

Cocainism. 

Those  natives  of  Pei'u  and  Bolivia  who  are  addicted  to   the 

excessive  use  of  coca  present   an  attenuated,  yellow,  cachetic 

appearance,   and  are  liable  to  ascites,  anorexia  and   insomnia. 

They  frequently  fall  into  a  state  of  marasmus   and  die. — Med. 

World. 
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Vitro-Olyoerine. 

Hdltor  Medical  World: — I  read  with  some  surprise  in  Octo- 
ber World  the  claims  of  W.  B.  Steere,  M.  D.,  in  regard  to 
having  made  discoveries  with  nitro-glycerine.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  doctor  to  investigate  more  fully  before  making  such 
claims. 

Ten  years  ago,  to  my  knowledge,  it  was  introduced  to  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  of  this  country  by  the  late  Dr.  Constan- 
tine  Hering,  of  Philadelphia,  and  members  of  his  school  have 
not  only  been  using  it  for  angina  pectoris,  but  also  for  congestive 
or  apoplectic  headaches,  and  more  particularly  when  the  seat  of 
disease  is  located  in  the  occipital  region  of  the  head; 

I  can  certify  from  experience  as  to  its  marvelous  action  in 
'^coup  de  soliel,"  or  sunstroke ;  also  in  dysmenorrhcea,  with  the 
accompanying  headache,  wild  delirium,  inability  to  remain  quiet 
and  nausea.  H.  D.  Champlin,  M.  D. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

ITrethan — ^A  Hew  Hypnotic. 

Under  the  heading  of  *'  Therapeutic  Notes"  (in  the  Cincin^ 
natt  Lancet  and  Clinic^  October  17,  1885),  culled  from  various 
French  and  German  journals,  we  find  that  Dr.  R.  v.  Jaksch 
lately  studied  the  nature  and  action  of  this  new  agent,  with 
which  Schmiedeberg  made  the  first  experiment  upon  animals, 
and  afterwards  Jolly  upon  man,  when  it  was  found  that  it  pos- 
sesses narcotic  properties.  Urethan  is  chemically  an  ethylic 
ether  of  carbonic  acid  (NHs  CO^  C]  Hs),  and  consists  of  white 
crystals  freely  soluble  in  water,  of  a  peculiar  though  not  un- 
pleasant taste,  and  is  perfectly  odorless.  Jaksch,  after  first 
having  made  a  number  of  experiments  upon  animals  (rabbits), 
by  which  he  ascertained  that  urethan  possesses  toxic  ei^ects 
when  given  jn  doses  of  half  a  grain  to  each  kilogram  of  the 
weight  of  the  body,  used  this  agent  one  hundred  and  ten  times, 
*in  twenty  different  persons,  with  the  following  result :  When 
given  in  doses  of  one-quarter  to  half  a  gram  (4  to  8  g^rains)  no 
toxic  etfect  was  produced,  but  when  administered  in  doses  of 
one  gram  (16  grains)  it  invariably  caused  a  sound  sleep.  It  acts 
principally  upon  the  brain,  without,  however,  having  any  influ- 
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ence  upon  peripheral  nerves;  consequently  it  proved  of  no 
avail  against  the  troublesome  cough  in  phthisis  and  the  pains  of 
neuralgia.  But  as  it  possesses  no  disagreeable  or  secondary  ef- 
fects, it  may  be  given  in  cases  where  other  narcotics  are  contra- 
indicated,  as  in  valvular  disease  or  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
heart,  even  in  the  most  aggravated  cases.  The  sleep  produced 
is  said  to  be  natural  and  physiological,  lasting  until  morning, 
and  on  awakening  leaves  no  unpleasant  after-effects.  For  this 
reason  v.  Jaksch  is  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  of  special  service 
in  the  practice  amongst  children,  and  also  for  delirium  tremens 
and  other  forms  of  mania.  Urethan  may  be  administered  with- 
out  any  corrective,  as  it  is  almost  tasteless  and  freely  soluble, 
but  for  sensitive  individuals  any  excipient  may  be  added.  It 
may  be  given  in  the  form  of  powder  or  in  solution. —  Virginia 
Med.  Monthly, 

Materia  Medica  Collection  for  Students  of  Pharmacy  and  Medi- 
cine. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  following  from  the  Medical  Advo~ 
cate : 

^^  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  are  never  more 
happily  engaged  than  when  supplying  a  '  long  felt  want '  to 
the  medical  profession.  Their  latest  achievement  in  this  direc- 
tion consists  of  a  collection  of  specimens  of  all  crude  drugs  of 
vegetable  origin  recognized  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  many,  not  so  recognized,  that  are  in  common  use  by  Eclec- 
tic physicians.  There  are  288  specimens  in  all,  put  up  in  a 
handsome  case.  As  they  truly  say  in  their  announcement: 
^  The  student  can  familiarize  himself,  practically,  with  the  prop- 
erties of  drugs  only  as  he  has  the  opportunity  to  examine  and 
handle  specimens  himself.  The  descriptions  of  text-books, 
even  when  aided  by  elaborate  engravings,  appeal  only  to  the 
imagination,  and  the  impiression  received  from  reading  is  conse- 
quently of  necessity  imperfect,  often  misleading,  and  always 
evanescent.  It  is  not  enough  even  that  the  student  have  access 
to  cabinet  collections,  although  these  render  excellent  educational 
service.  It  is  only  by  having  the  specimen  actually  in  hand  that, 
with  the  aid  of  lens  and  dissecting  needle,  he  can  intelligently 
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follov\r  the  descriptions  of  his  manual.  Specimens  of  many  of 
the  common  di*ugs  are,  of  course,  easily  procured  at  any  drug 
store  for  such  examinations,  but  there  are  many  which  are 
not  thus  accessible ;  and  it  is,  moreover,  important  that  the 
specimens  shall  be  all  of  unquestionable  authenticity.'  This 
collection  furnishes  this  desideratum,  and  will  prove  indispensa- 
ble to  the  student  of  pharmacognosy." 

Send  to  the  manufacturers  for  full  descriptive  pamphlet,  which 
will  be  sent  to  anyone  who  mentions  the  American  Medical 
Journal. 


♦- 


Apomorphia  in  Obgtinate  Neuroses. 

Apomorphia,  for  a  long  time  used  only  as  an  emetic,  has 
recently  been  successfully  applied  to  the  treatment  of  obstinate 
neuroses  (^Revue  Medicate),  In  chorea,  in  a  girl  of  thirteen, 
two  injections,  each  about  one-twenty-fifth  grain,  were  given 
daily  for  three  weeks,  when  the  patient  was  discharged  cured. 
Another  girl  6f  the  same  age,  subject  to  epileptiform  convul- 
sions, was  given  two  injections,  of  from  one-twentieth  to  one-' 
tenth  grain,  each  day,  the  treatment  being  kept  up  for  thirty- 
eight  days,  and  resulting  in  a  complete  cure.  A  case  of  hiccough, 
recurring  from  thirty  to  forty  times  a  minute,  and  which  was  fast 
exhausting  the  patient,  was  cured  by  two  hypodermic  injections. 
Morphia,  atropia,  and  other  drugs,  had  been  tried  without  effect, 
as  had  also  electrization  of  the  phrenic* — National  Druggist, 


Cocaine  in  <*  Snnffles." 

Dr.  Zemshchenko  has  treated  seventeen  infants  from  two 
weeks  to  eleven  months  old,  with  coryza,  by  means  of  cocaine 
dropped  into  the  nose.  Two  drops  of  a  two-per  cent,  solution 
were  thus  applied  from  four  to  six  times  a  day  with  remarkable 
results.  In  only  one  case  was  any  increase  of  secretion  observed. 
He  has  also  made  use  of  a  four-per  cent,  solution  for  older  chil- 
dren. As  there  is  some  risk  of  the  solution  being  swallowed 
and  producing  vomiting,  he  finds  it  best  to  apply  the  cocaine  by 
means  of  an  ointment. — Med,   World, 
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Salicylate  of  Cocaine  in  the  Treatment  of  Trigeminal  Henralgia. 

Schneider  (All.  med.  CtrL-Zig.;  CtrlbL  f.  d, ges,  TTierap.) 
relates  the  case  of  a  woman  in  her  third  attack  of  neuralgia  of 
the  second  and  third  branches  of  the  trigeminus.  The  first  at- 
tack, five  years  before,  had  been  treated  successfully  with  large 
doses  of  quinine.  The  second  attaek  lasted  almost  six  months; 
quinine  was  of  no  avail,^  but  the  pain  gradually  disappeared 
under  the  use  of  morphine  and  iron.  The  third  attack  had  con- 
tinued four  weeks,  when  the  author  injected  salicylate  of  cocaine 
experimentally.  The  ei^ect  was  extraordinary;  six  grains  of 
the  salicylate,  injected  into  the  cheek,  caused  the  pain  to  disap- 
pear entirely,  and  occasioned  a  general  feeling  of  well-being, 
wholly  free  from  any  unpleasant  collateral  phenomena.  The 
injection  itself  was  painless,  and  did  not  give  rise  to  irritation. 
The  patient  was  enabled  to  sleep  at  night,  although  before  the 
pain  had  been  most  severe  at  night.  Eight  such  injections  were 
given  in  the  course  of  six  days,  and  after  that  there  was  no  pain, 
except  at  the  site  of  the  injections,  which  was  overcome  by 
three  applications  of  galvanism,  with  the  anode  applied  to  the 
seat  of  the  pain  and  the  cathode  to  the  back  of  the  neck. — N. 
T,  Med,  your. 

Cleaning  Powder. 

A  good  cleaning  powder  for  show  windows,  which  leaves  no 
dirt  in  the  joints,  is  prepared  by  moistening  calcined  magnesia 
with  pure  benzine,  so  that  a  mass  is  formed  sufficiently  moist 
to  let  a  drop  form  when  pressed.  The  mixture  has  to  be  pre- 
served in  glass  bottles  with  gpround  stoppers,  in  order  to  retain 
the  easily  volatile  benzin.  A  little  of  the  mixture  is  placed  on 
a  wad  of  cotton  and  applied  to  the  glass  plate.  It  may  also  be 
used  for  cleaning  mirrors. — Amer,  Druggist. 

Dr.  Keith,  the  celebrated  English  ovariotomist,  was  recently 
called  in  consultation  to  a  case  in  Boston.  This  is  said  to  be  the 
first  time  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence  that  we  have 
summoned  medical  aid  from  England.  The  fee  is  said  to  have 
been  9 1 0,000.  The  doctor  agreed  with  the  attending  physician 
in  diagnosis  and  treatment — Med.   World. 


EDITORIAL. 


Electricity  in  TTrethral  Stricture.     . 

It  is  really  amusing,  and  yet  provoking,  to  witness  the  reck- 
less demonstrations  of  ignorance  or  dishonesty,  furnished  by  so 
many  contributors  to  our  exchanges.  It  is  all  well  enough  for  a 
man  to  say  he  cannot  see  or  understand  how  electricity  can  cure 
stricture,  but  when  he  says  //  will  not  or  cannot  cure  stricture^ 
then  we  know  he  is  either  ignorant  or  dishonest,  for  we  have 
learned  by  observation  and  experience  that  electricity,  properly 
applied,  will  cure  stricture.  Our  evidence  is  positive^  while 
that  furnished  by  a  man  who  don't  know  can  only  be  negative 
evidence  at  best. 

Now,  we  do  not  i^ropose  to  write  a  long  editorial  upon  this 
subject,  fbr  we  have  a  carefully  written  pamphlet,  which  we  pre- 
pared some  time  ago,  describing  in  detail  our  method  of  curing 
stricture  by  electricity,  and  we  are  ready  to  send  this  paper  to 
anybody  that  wants  it,  free  of  charge  or  postage.  We  are  ready 
to  verify,  in  practice,  every  statement  wc  make  here  or  in  that 
paper,  and  if  surgeons  who  are  so  ready  to  cut  urethral  strictures 
would  study  this  method  of  cure,  their  success  would  be    more 

satisfactory  to  their  patients  and  more  creditable  to  themselves. 

♦ 

Specialties  in  Medicine. 

Specialties  are  becoming  popular,  and  this  is  right.  No  man 
can  possibly  master  all  branches  of  the  healing  art.  We  can, 
by  long  experience,  after  qualifying  ourselves  properly,  acquit 
ourselves  honorably  as  general  practitioners,  but  we  cannot  mas- 
ter more  than  one  or  two  leading  departments.  Obstetrics  and 
gynecology  are  enough  for  one  man,  especially  in  a  city.  Sur- 
gery is  a  business  of  itself.  Diseases  of  the  eye,  and  of  the  ear, 
are  each  enough  for  any  one  person,  and  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  furnish  a  very  large  field  for  observation  and  practice. 
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While  I  still  devote  my  attention  to  general  family  practice,  I 
am  rapidly  working  up  a  special  practice  in  diseases  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  mean  to  give  this  department  of  medicine 
special  attention  from  this  time  forward.  I  am  prepared  to  aid 
anybody  seeking  assistance  in  this  direction,  either  physicians  or 
laymen,  and  will  spare  no  pains  in  rendering  all  the  help  I  can, 
in  the  way  of  consultation  or  direct  treatment. 

In  this  line  I  am  using  eleptricity  to  great  advantage,  and  the 
principal  diseases  in  which  I,  with  other  specialists,  have  found 
this  agent  to  be  eminently  successful  or  beneficial  are  as  follows : 

Amenorrhea  or  suppressed  menses ;  anaesthesia ;  aphonia  or 
loss  of  voice ;  asphyxia ;  asthma ;  chorea  or  St.  Vitus*  dance ; 
constipation ;  deafness ;  dizziness ;  dimness  of  vision ;  facial 
neuralgia;  facial  paralysis;  fibroid  tumors;  goitre  or  big  neck ; 
gout;  hemorrhoids  or  piles;  headache;  heart  palpitations;  he«ni- 
plegia;  hiccough;  hydrocele ;  hysteria ;  hysterical  paralysis;  in- 
continence or  inability  to  retain  the  urine  ;  insanity;  insomnia  or 
inability  to  sleep ;  inertia  of  the  womb  in  lingering  labor ;  to 
excite  contraction  of  the  uterus  in  cases  of  hemorrhage,  and  to 
induce  premature  labor  when  such  an  expedient  is  imperativly 
necessary ;  lead  palsy ;  lumbago ;  locomotor  ataxia ;  malignant 
and  benign  tumors;  marasmus;  melancholy;  mental  exhaus- 
tion ;  menorrhagia  or  profuse  menstruation ;  migraine ;  milk, 
deficient  secretion  of;  mother's  marks;  myalgia;  nervous  ex- 
haustion ;  nervous  headache  ;  neurasthenia  ;  neuralgia  ;  oedema  ; 
opium  poison ;  orchitis ;  paralysis  of  any  and  all  parts  of  the 
body;  pain,  wherever  located;  progres^ve  muscular  atrophy; 
prolapsus  uteri  or  falling  of  the  womb  ;  prostate  gland,  enlarge- 
ment of ;  rheumatism  ;.  ringing  in  the  ears  ;  ringworm  ;  sciatica  ; 
sclerosis,  spinal ;  spinal  curvature  ;  seminal  weakness  ;  strictures 
of  the  esophagus  or  urethra  ;  spermatorrhea  4  spinal  congestion  ; 
spinal  irritation;  sprains;  stammering;  suppression  of  urine ; 
warts ; -writer's  cramp;  wry  neck,  and  many  other  conditions 
which  do  not  come  under  any  particular  classification. 

Remember,  while  I  know  electricity  to  be  a  wonderful  reme- 
dial agent,  I  do  not  recommend  it  as  a  cure-all ;  neither  do  I 
recklessly  promise  or  guarantee  cures,  but  agree  to  give  my  pa- 
tients careful  and  thorough  electrical  treatment,  and  whatever  of 


\ 
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virtue  there  is  in  this  measure  I  aim  to  appropriate,  and  people 
may  be  reasonably  certain  of  reaping  the  lull  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  electrical  treatment.  I  have  been  at  an  enormous 
expense  in  fitting  up  my  office  for  these  specialties,  and  now 
take  great  pains  to  do  effective  work. 


BOOK  NOTICES. 


How  TO  Use  Listerine. 

This  is  a  complete  exposition  ot  the  virtues  and  uses  of  this 
practical  remedy.  While  nearly  every  wide-awake  physician  in 
America  knows  what  Listerine  is,  ani  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
convenient,  reliable  and  successful  therapeutic  agents  ever  pre- 
sented to  the  profession,  this  little  hand-book  is  a  great  help  to 
us.  It  is  the  summing  up  of  the  experience  of  hundreds  of 
careful  observers.  It  furnishes  us  with  many  valuable  hints^ 
and  every  physician  should  have  a  copy  on  his  table.  It  will 
entertain  and  instruct  anybody.  Send  direct  to  Lambert  Phar- 
macal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  this  firm  will  send  you  a 
sample  copy,  free  of  charge  or  postage. 


PosT-MoRTEM  Examinations,  with  Especial  Reference  to  Med- 
ico^Legal  Practice. — By  Rudclph  Virchow,  of  Berlin  Charity 
Hospital.  Translated  by  T.  P.  Smith,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.^ 
England.  From  the  fourth  German  edition.  i2mo,  pp.  138. 
Cloth.  Price,  JE^i.oo.  Philadelphia:  P.  Blakiston,  Son  & 
Co.     For  sale  by  John  P.  Morton  &  Co. 

Berlin  as  a  Medical  Center. — By  Horatio  R.  Bigelow, 
M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C,  Sandy  Hook,  Conn.:  New  En- 
gland Publishing  Co.,  1885.  Cloth.  i6mo.  (From  Pub- 
lishers.) 


Fellows'  Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  as  a  Remedy  in   Cer- 
tain Conditions  of  Infancy  and  Childhood. 

Sample  book  sent  free  on  application. 

Address  James  J.  Fellows, 
48  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
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Nitro-Glyckrink  as  a  Remedy  for  Angina  Pectoris. — By 
William  Murrell,  M.  D.  Published  by  Geo.  S.  Davis,  De- 
troit, Mich.     Cloth.     Price,  $i.oo. 

Nitro-glycerine  is  coming  into  use  for  various  ailments,  and 
we  should  understand  how  to  handle  it.  This  book  gives  us  the 
information  required. 

How  TO  Disinfect  our  Houses. — By  B.  W.  Palmer,  M.  D. 
Published  by  Geo.  S.Davis,  Detroit,  Mich.  Paper.  Price, 
25  cts. 

A  fine  book  for  physicians  and  people.  Every  physician 
would  do  well  to  furnish  all  his  •  patrons  with  this  book.  They 
would  willingly  pay  the  small  sum  of  25  cts.  for  it,  and  be  glad 
to  get  it. 

Letters  from  a  Mother  to  a  Mother  on  Children's 
Teeth. — By  Mrs.  M.  W.  J.  Third  edition,  revised  and  en- 
larged.    Price,  25  cents.     Philadelphia:  Welch   Dental  Co  , 

No.  1413  Filbert  St.     1885. 

^— 

Urinary  and  Renal  Disorders. — By  Lionel  S.  Beale,  M.  D. 
Pp.  356.     P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.      1885. 


Physician's  Visiting  List,  1886  (Lindsay  &  Blakiston's). — 
Thirty-fifth  year  of  its  publication.  Containing  Calendar; 
List  of  Poisons  and  Antidotes ;  Dose  Tables,  rewritten  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Sixth  Revision  of  the  United  States  Phar- 
macopoeia; Marshall  Hall's  Ready  Method  in  Asphyxia; 
Lists  of  New  Remedies ;  Sylvester's  Method  for  Producing 
Artificial  Respiration,  with  illustrations;  Diagrams  for  Diag- 
nosing Diseases  of  the  Heart,  Lungs,  etc.  The  quality  of  the 
leather  used  in  binding  this  list  has  been  again  improved,  and 
a  superior  pencil,  with  nickel  tip,  manufactured  expressly  for 
it,  has  been  added. 


■♦- 


Applied  Medical  Chemistry,  and  Manual  for  Students 
AND  Practitioners  of  Medicine.  —  By  Lawrence  Wolf, 
M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Chemistry  in  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege.    Philadelphia:  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.      1885. 
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Milk  Analysis  and  Infant  Feeding — By  Arthur  V.  Meigs; 
M,  D.,  Physician  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Philadel- 
phia: P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.     1885. 

♦ 
Second  Report  of  the  State   Board  of  Health  of  the 
State   of   Tennessee — By   the  Tennessee   State    Board   of 
Health.     600  pages.     Cloth  binding. 

This  book  contains  a  vast  amount  of  statistical  and  other  in- 
formation interesting  to  Southern  people  and  those  contem- 
plating Southern  movements. 


A  Reference  Hand-Book  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  being  a 
Complete  Work  of  Reference  for  information  upon  Topics  be- 
longing to  the  entire  range  of  Scientific  and  Practical  Medi- 
cine, and  consisting  of  a  series  of  concise  essays  and  brief 
paragraphs,  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  of  the  topics  of 
which  they  treat,  prepared  by  writers  who  are  experts  in  the 
respective  departments;  illustrated  by  chromo- lithographs 
and  fine  wood  engravings.  Edited  by  Albert  H.  Buck,  M.  D., 
New  York  City.  Vol.  I.  New  York:  William  Wood  &  Co. 
1885. 

The  first  volume  of  this  great  work  is  before  us,  and  of  all  the 
works  coming  into  our  oflSce  this  is  the  most  valuable  one  we 
have  received  for  a  long  time.  This  volume  contains  808  pages 
of  closely  printed  matter,  and  it  is  of  the  most  practical  charac- 
ter. We  cannot  give  the  reader  a  proper  estimate  of  this  work 
in  a  short  notice,  and  advise  correspondence  with  the  publishers, 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  who  will  send  complete  description,  price, 
etc.     It  is  a  magnificent  work — a  library  in  itself. 


On  Renal  and  Urinary  Affections. — By  W.  Howship  Dick- 
inson, M.  D.,  Cuntab  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician  to  and  Lecturer 
at  St.  George's  Hospital ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Hos- 
pital for  Sick  Chlidren  ;  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  of  New  York ;  Miscellaneous  AfEections  of 
the  Kidneys  and  Urine.  New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co. 
1884. 

This  is  the  August  number  of  Wood's  Library  for  1885. 
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Poisons,  thkir  Effects  and  Detection. — A  Manual  for  the 
use  of  Analytical  Chemists  and  Experts,  with  an  Introductory 
Essay  on  the  Growth  of  Modern  Toxicology. — By  Alexander 
Wynter  Blyth.- 

This  is  the  July  number  of  Wood's  Library  for  1885. 

♦ 

Epilepsy  and  other  Chronic  Convulsive  Diseases,  their 
Causes,  Symptoms  and  Treatment.  — By  W.  R.  Gomers, 
M.  D. 

This  is  the  September  number  of  Wood's  Library  for  1885. 


The  Technology  of  Bacterial  Investigation.  Concise 
Directions  for  the  Study  of  Bacteria,  their  Culture,  Staining, 
Inoculation,  Mounting,* etc.,  according  to  the  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  most  eminent  microbists — ^By  Dr.  C.  S.  Dolley. 
I  vol.  i2mo.  Cloth.  Price,  $2.00.  S.  E.  Cassino  &  Co., 
41  Arch  Street,  Boston. 

This  is  a  timely  work  for  original  investigators  and  medical 
men. 


On  the  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children — By 
Eustace  Smith,  M.  D.     Fourth  edition. 

This   is   the   April    number   of    Wood's  Library   for    1885. 
These  books  are  all  of  the  very  best  and  most  practical  character. 


The  Pedigree  of  Disease. — By  Jonathan  Hutchinson,  F,  R. 
S.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  London  Hospital. 
New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.      1885. 


Rationalism  in  Medicine. — By  William  Thornton.     Boston. 
Published  by  the  author.      1883.     Price,  $1.00. 


A  Compend  of  Obstetrics,  Especially  Adapted  to  the 
Use  of  Medical  Students  and  Physicians. — By  Henry  G. 
Lanais,  M.  D.    Published  by  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.    Price. 

$1.00. 

Candidates  for  graduation,  or  those  preparing  for  State  Board 
examination,  should  have  this  book. 
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How  TO  Drain  a  House. — By  Geo.  E.  Waring.    Published  by 
Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  New  York      Price,  $1.25. 

This  book  i«  full  of  practical  information  for  those  intending  to 
build,  and  for  householders  generally  it  will  be  found  eminently 
useful. 


MISCELLANEOUS  PARAGRAPHS, 


^a. — By  John  A.  Hknning,  M.  D.,  Garnett,  Kas. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  this  form  of  disease  in  all  its 
various  aspects  and  manifestations,  but  I  do  want  to  give  my 
experience  of  menorrhagia  in  a  large  number  of  cases  the  past 
few  days. 

Quite  a  number  of  females  are  subject  to  this  symptom  of 
flowing  too  free.  It  is  always  necessary  in  each  case  to  examine 
into  the  specific  cause  of  the  flow ;  it  may  be  catarrhal  or 
chronic  inflammation  of  mucous  membrane  of  cervical  canal,  or 
it  m  jy  be  subinvolution  of  the  uterus.  Whatever  the  cause  may 
be,  it  should  be  removed  as  far  as  possible.  I  believe,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  is  caused  by  over-work  and  taking  cold. 
But  what  I  wish  to  say  in  this  short  article  is  my  treatment  that 
I  have  found  so  uniformly  successful.  In  severe  cases,  where 
immediate  relief  is  demanded,  I  usually  inject,  in  the  right  arm 
of  the  patient,  ten  minims  of  liquor  ergotse  purificatus,  diluted, 
as  prepared  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  This  usually  stops  the  flow 
at  once.  Then  I  prescribe  in  nearly  all  those  cases:  B.  FI. 
ergot,  3j» ;  bromide  potassium,  3ss. ;  glycerine,  Jj.  M.  Sig. 
Give  one  teaspoonful  every  two  to  four  hours,  which  usually 
gives  permanent  relief  in  a  reasonable  time. 

The  specific  action  of  this  remedy  is  almost  self-evident.  The 
bromide  will  control  nervous  irritability,  quietness  and  appre- 
hension, while  the  ergot  will  control  *' laxity  of  nervous  fibre"  of 
the  mucous  surface,  and  will  by  this  process  arrest  the  hemor- 
rhage speedily.  Having  used  this  treatment  with  uniform  suc- 
cess in  a  large  number  of  cases,  I  give  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  younger  practitioners. — Med.  Summary, 
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Dysentery  —  Beclafs  Antiseptic  Method.  — By  C.  R.  Mayer, 
M.  D.,  St.  Martinsville,  La. 

Mr.  S ,  age  44.     Affected  with  dysentery ;  stools  at  first 

diaiThaic;  fecal  matter  with  jelly-like  lumps  slightly  tinged  with 
blood.  Prescribed  aloes,  arsenicum,  ipecac  and  belladonna,  at 
different  times  as  they  seemed  indicated,  with  little  or  no  im- 
provement. Stools  became  composed  of  a  reddish-gray  slime, 
and  fecal  matter  entirely  disappeared  ;  great  prostration.  I  now 
prescribed  Declat's  Syrup  of  Ammonia  Phenate,  in  doses  of 
two  teaspoonfuls  every  two  hours.  The  first  dose  was  given 
about  4  p.  M.  ^  and  the  following  morning  there  was  a  decided 
change  for  the  better.  I  then  reduced  the  dose  to  one  teaspooful 
every  two  hours,  under  which  treatment  the  improvement  was 
continuous,  and  on  the  fifth  day  I  was  enabled  to  discharge  the 
patient  cured.  To  guard  against  contingencies,  I  advised  the 
continuation  of  the  remedy  in  teaspoonful  doses,  twice  a  da>*, 
for  a  few  days  longer. 

Tongaline. 

T.  F.  Frazer,  M.  D.,  of  Commerce,  Mo.,  states :  "  Have  been 
prescribing  Tongaline  during  past  year,  and  can  cheerfully  testify 
to  its  great  value  in  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  troubles.  Have 
derived  particularly  gratifying  results  from  its  use  in  dysmenor- 
rhea, when  not  dependent  on  obstruction  or  serious  organic  dis- 
ease. Ill  the  case  of  a  lady  of  rheumatic  diathesis,  and  a  chronic 
sufferer  from  dvsmenorrhea,  who  had  been  driven  almost  to  the 
verge  of  insanity  by  her  monthly  suffering,  its  action  has  been 
most  satisfactory.  I  first  prescribed  it  for  her  about  six  months 
ago  when  suffering  intensely.  It  relieved  her  promptly,  and  she 
now  passes  the  once  dreaded  periods  with  but  little  discomfort. 

I  could  mention  other  instances  of  a  similar  character,  but  this 
is  a  most  remarkable  one." 


Issue  Plasters. 

The  value  of  counter  irritants  in  the  treatment  of  many  dis* 
eases  is  well  recognized  by  the  physician.  The  liniments  and 
ointments  commonly  employed  for  this  purpose,  however,  are 
uncleanly,  and  their  use  is  attended  with  much  unnecessary  dis- 
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comfort.  The  Issue  Plasters  are  free  from  these  objections,  and 
are  pr6nounced  by  those  who  have  used  them  efficient  and  relia- 
ble, and  at  the  same  time  remarkably  mild  in  their  action. 

They  can  be  used  in  acute  cases  as  a  simple  epispastic,  and 
they  have  important  advantages  over  the  common  fly  blister,  and 
they  are  remarkably  uniform  in  their  action,  and  not  liable  to 
producestrangury,  or  to  exhibit  unwonted  harshness  of  effect. 

In  chronic  cases  the  plasters  may  be  applied  daily  to  the  same 
spot,  thus  establishing  and  maintaining,  with  little  if  any  pain, 
an  issue  or  suppurating  ulcer.  This  is  the  use  to  which  they 
are  particularly  adapted,  and  we  know  of  no  other  means  of 
accomplishing  this  object  with  so  little  discomfort  to  the  patient. 

Their  use  in  the  treatment  of  inflamed  joints  or  inflammation 
of  any  serous  membrane  after  the  acute;  stage  has  passed  will 
readily  suggest  itself  to  the  mind'of  th.*  practitioner,  and  it  is  in 
such  cases  as  these  tliat  they  are  most  convenient  and  efficient. 

They  are  thin,  and  readily  retained  without  the  necessity  of  a 
bandage,  and  can  be  readily  re-applied  by  the  patient  daily  when 
necessary  to  establish  an  issue. 

Neuralgia  may  frequently  be  treated  by  these  plasters,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  remedies.  Thus,  in  supraorbital  neuralgia, 
a  plaster  not  larger  than  the  thumb  nail,  applied  over  the  course 
of  the  supraorbital  nerve,  will  almost  invarialy  cut  the  disease 
short  at  once  and  produce  a  permanent  cure.  Almost  equal 
benefit,  it  is  said,  is  obtained  in  sciatica  by  applying  the  plasters 
along  the  course  of  the  nerve  where  tenderness  upon  pressure  is 
manifested.  We  have  indicated  thus  a  few  of  the  many  specific 
applications  which  can  be  made  of  the  Issue  Plasters.  We  are 
confident  that  physicians  will  be  pleased  with  their  action. 

Put  up  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  with  full  directions  for  use,  in 
tin  boxes  containing  one  dozen  plasters. 


An  Almost  Painless  Method  of  Introducing  the  Catheter. 

Dr.  John  A.  Stamps  recommends,  in  the  Medical  aud  Surgi^ 
cal  Reporter^  the  following  as  an  almost  painless  method  of  in- 
troducing the  catheter  when  there  is  a  hyperaesthetic  condition 
of  the  urethra.  His  plan  consists  in  introducing  the  nozzle  of 
an  ordinary  male  urethral   syringe,  previously  filled  with  water 
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as  warm  as  the  patient  can  bear,  into  a  soft  catheter,  and  inject- 
ing the  water  slowly,  as  the  catheter  is  gently  passed  along  the 
urethral  canal.  The  water  regurgitates  between  the  catheter 
and  the  urethral  wall  until  the  catheter  has  reached  the  prostatic 
portion  of  the  urethra,  and  there  is  thus  little  danger  of  much 
water  passing  into  the  bladder,  and  the  warmth  of  the  water 
will  in  many  cases  serve  to  allay  imtability,  which  so  often  in- 
terferes with  the  performance  of  catheterization. — Am.  Mid, 
Digest, 


-♦^ 


Injections  of  Ether  in  Sciatica. 

Dr.  Z.  Orto  calls  attention  in  the  youmal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association^  October  17,  1885,  to  a  case  of  sciatica 
successfully  treated  by  hypodermic  injections  of  sulphuric 
-ether. 

On  October  39,  1884,  he  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  C,  whom  he 
found  in  bed  suffering  greatly  with  pain  in  her  right  leg  and  hip, 
unattended  by  redness  or  swelling.  Mrs.  C.  is  39  years  old,  of 
a  nervous  temperament,  has  a  good  family  histoty,  and  has  al- 
ways had  good  health  until  the  birth  of  her  last  child,  which 
occurred  on  February  14,  1883.  The  patient  states  that  three 
days  after  the  birth  of  this  child  fever  came  on,  and  continued 
for  about  six  weeks,  during  which  time  she  was  unconscious ;  and 
that  when  the  fever  ceased  and  consciousness  returned  she  was 
unable  to  remove  her  right  leg  without  excruciating  pain.  There 
were  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  limb,  which  caused  great 
suffering.  She  states  she  remained  in  about  the  same  condition, 
except  that  there  was  a  gradual  wearing  away  of  the  pain,  for 
six  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  she  was  able,  by  the  aid  of 
crutches,  to  move  around  the  house ;  but  at  no  time  was  she  free 
from  pain ;  and  two  weeks  prior  to  his  first  visit  she  was  again 
seized  with  the  intolerable  pain  in  her  right  hip  and  leg  that  had 
previously  caused  so  much  trouble.  She  at  once  went  to  bed  and 
had  been  compelled  to  keep  under  the  influence  of  opium. 

On  examination  Dr.  Orto  found  tenderness  all  along  the  course 
of  the  sciatic  nerve,  and,  as  before  stated,  without  redness  or 
swelling  of  the  limb.  All  movements  of  the  Imb  had  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  aid  of  the  patient's  hand  applied  to  the  thigh,  and 
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ivith  the  left  foot  under  the  right.     Sciatica  was  diagnosticated. 
Dr.  Orto  determined  to  give  this  remedy  and  method  a  trial. 

On  the  morning  of  November  30  the  patient  received  the  first 
injection  of  20  drops,  the  syringe  being  inserted  behind  the 
trochanter  major,  the  point  recommended  by  Dr.  Comegys.  The 
injections  were  given  in  the  ordinary  superficial  way.  Seven  in- 
jections were  used  in  all,  at  intervals  of  twelve  hours,  using  in 
the  last  six  30  drops  each.  The  injections  were  followed  by  vio- 
lent pain  of  a  burning  character,  which,  however,  soon  passed 
off.  The  patient  declared  she  could  taste  the  ether  distinctly  by 
the  time  the  syringe  was  withdrawn.  The  acute  neuralgic  pain 
<was  relieved  by  the  first  injection,  and  never  returned  as  severely 
as  before.  Improvement  was  noted  from  the  beginning,  the 
patient  sleeping  soundly  without  any  other  anodyne.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  case  was  favorable,  though  rather  slower  than  those 
of  Dr.  Comegys,  though  Dr.  Orto  thinks  this  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  former  condition  of  the  patient.  In  less  than  ten 
•days  the  patient  was  able  to  he  out  of  bed,  and  has  since  been 
attending  to  her  domestic  affairs,  enjoying  perfect  health,  save  a 
iittle  stiffness  in  her  right  leg. — The  Therapeutic  Gazette. 

Treatment  of  Chorea. 

From  the  clinical  lecture  of  Dr.  Gilbert,  held  in  the  Hdpital 
•des  Enfants-Malades  in  Paris  (Progress  M^dicalc^  No.  24,  p. 
480),  on  the  therapeutics  of  chorea,  we  abstract  some  practi- 
cally important  matters. 

The  routine  treatment  of  all  choreic  patients  at  the  mentioned 
hospital  consists  in  the  systematical  exhibition  of  chloral-hydrate 
and  the  application  ot  the  wet  cloth.  The  reason  why  chloral 
fails  in  the  hands  of  so  many  practitioners  is  not  to  be  sought  in 
the  drug  itself,  but  in  the  faulty  method  of  its  administration. 
In  two  little  patients  some  time  ago,  Gilbert  gave  15  grains  of 
chloral  every  quarter  of  an  hour  until  sleep  was  produced,  and 
when  the  children  awoke  the  same  dose  was  again  administered. 
In  this  manner  a  sleep  was  obtained  which  was  in  reality  but 
twice  interrupted  in  twenty  four  hours,  just  the  time  needed  for 
two  meals.  After  four  or  five  days  the  drug  had  to  be  stopped, 
as  it  would  be  dangerous  to  prolong  this  profound  and  continu- 
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ous  sleep.  The  results  obtained  by  this  method  of  treatment 
compared  very  favorably  with  those  of  other  clinicians,  who 
usually  contented  themselves  with  sufficiently  large  doses  to  pro- 
duce sleep  oncp  or  twice  daily,  and  rarely  pushed  the  medica- 
tion beyond  a  couple  of  days.  At  present  Gilbert  gives  chloral 
systematically  three  times  daily,  and  for  a  period  of  two  weeks 
to  two  months,  until  a  cure  is  perfected,  without  ever  having 
met  with  a  single  accident.  A  rubeoloid  or  erythematous  erup- 
tion, unaccompanied  by  constitutional  manifestations,  has  occa- 
sionally been  noted,  but  disappeared  spontaneously  in  twenty-four 
hours,  even  when  the  medication  with  chloral  was  continued. 

This  uniform  method  is  intended  to  ameliorate  the  graver 
symptoms,  and  to  procure  a  prolonged  sleep.  A  choreic  patient 
ought  not  only  to  sleep  at  night,  but  also  once  or  twice  during 
the  day,  preferably  after  meal-time.  The  question  of  dose  is  one  of 
great  importance.  Gilbert  gives,  in  a  patient  beyond  ten  years 
of  age,  habitually  60  grains  pro  dies, — 15  grains  in  the  morning, 
15  at  noon,  and  30  at  night.  This  form  of  medication  is  to  be 
continued  until  the  choreic  agitation  is  completely  under  control. 
In  order  to  disguise  the  disagreeable  taste  of  the  drug,  the  con- 
fection of  chloral  recommends  itself,  especially  in  the  case  of 
children.  The  confection  is  prepared  by  taking  a  watery  con- 
centrated solution  of  chloral  and  currant  jelly. 

It  is  only  in  the  graver  form  of  chorea,  in  which  chloral  alone 
does  not  suffice  to  suppress,  the  nervous  and  muscular  excitation, 
that  the  wet  cloth  comes  in  as  a  potept  adjuvant  to  the  drug.  As 
to  its  application,  cold  water  solely  is  to  be  employed.  The 
cloth  is  dipped  into  it,  moderately  expressed,  and  the  patient 
laid  upon  a  mattress  covered  with  a  rubber  cloth.  The  body  of 
the  patient  is  then  tightly  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket  and  vigor- 
ously rubbed  from  the  head  towards  the  feet.  After  a  couple  of 
minutes,  when  reaction  has  taken  place  and  the  little  patient  has 
commenced  to  get  warm,  it  is  to  be  wrapped  up  in  several 
woolen  blankets  without  removing  the  wet  sheet,  leaving  just 
the  head  free.  In  this  sort  of  a  steam-bath,  then,  the  child  is  to 
remain  on  its  bed  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  reaction  will  have 
fully  set  in  and  done  its  intended  work. 

The  effects  of  this  procedure  are  invariably  of  the  most  excel- 
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lent  nature ;  the  child  feels  calm  and  composed,  and  not  rarely 
falls  into  a  quiet  and  prolonged  sleep,  from  which  it  awakens 
more  tranquil  than  ever. 

As  these  are  the  remarks  of  a  well-known  clinician  with  an 
extensive  practice  with  choreic  children,  his  method  of  treat- 
ment lays  claim  to  our  confidence  and  invites  a  trial.  —  The  Ther* 
a  pen  tic  Gazette, 

Electricity  in  General  Practice. 

Dr.  Hughes  Bennett  has  called  attention  lately  to  the  need 
of  greater  study,  in  a  scientific  manner,  of  the  numerous  uses 
to  which  either  current  may  be  put  in  therapeutics.  In  diseases 
where  functional  activity  is  diminished  the  stimulating  power  of 
both  currents  is  largely  indicated.  The  obscurity  attending 
many  classes  of  nervous  affections,  such  as  atrophy,  anaesthesia, 
paralysis,  sclerosis,  etc.,  is  no  bar  to  the  employment  of  elec- 
tricity in  an  empirical  manner,  for  the  inhibited  conduction  and 
abnormal  nutrition  changes  are  favorably  influenced  thereby, 
and  the  catalytic  effect  of  the  galvanic  current  particularly  is 
valuable  in  influencing  the  trophic  elements  of  the  tissues  and 
facilitating  absorption  of  morbid  products.  The  sedative  and 
alterative  effect  is  also  valuable  in  excited  functional  conditions 
for  the  relief  of  pain  or  spasm.  The  value  of  electricity  is  not 
simply  a  transient  matter  at  the  time  of  application,  but  its  re- 
sults are  frequently  permanent,  hence  its  uses  are  far-reaching. — 
Med»  Summary, 


Chloral  Hydrate  in  the  Treatment  of  Diphtheria,  Croup,  etc. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Archives  of  Pedriatics  we  notice  a 
book  review,  written  by  C.  B.  Galuntie,  M.  D.,  who  proposes 
the  internal  administration  of  chloral  hydrate  as  a  specific  in  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria  and  pseudo  membranous  croup.  The 
proposition  is  theoretically  based  upon  the  antiplastic  property 
of  the  drug.  Says  the  author  (p.  113):  ''If  an  ounce  of 
healthy  human  blood,  a6  it  flows  from  an  open  vein,  be  caught 
in  a  wineglass  or  vial  containing  one-fourth  of  an  ounce  of  a 
ten  per  cent,  solution  of  chloral  hydrate,  of  the  same  tempera- 
ture as  the  blood,  and  stirred  suflliciently  to  intermix  the  two,  no 
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proper  coagulation  will  afterwards  occur."  Adding^,  *'the  fact 
is  in  my  mind  well  established  that  it  exerts'  a  similar  influence 
upon  the  living  blood  in  the  body.'*  The  author  claims  to  have 
used  chloral  hydrate  in  over  five  hundred  cases  of  diphtheria,  with 
a  mortality  of  less  than  two  per  cent. ;  also  in  eight  cases  of  true 
croup,  of  which  six  recovered.  In  dosage,  the  author  recom- 
mends, for  adults,  ot  chloral  hydrate  and  pot.  chlorate,  six  grains 
each,  to  be  given  every  hour  until  hypnotism  has  been  produced; 
to  children,  two  grains  of  each,  given  every  hour;  and  to  in- 
fants, one-quarter  of  a  grain  each  of  chloral  and  of  bromide  of 
ammonium,  with  two  drops  of  chloroform  to  be  given  every 
hour. — Afed,  Summary. 


Chloroform  as  an  HeBmostatic  Agent. 

Dr.  Spaak,  of  Brussels,  recommends  in  the  yournal  de  Mid- 
ecine  de  Bruxelles  chloroform  as  an  excellent  haemostatic  agent, 
and  especially  eligible  for  all  operations  in  the  mouth  and  throat. 
He  uses  chloroform  2  parts  to  common  water  200  parts.  Spaak 
once  removed  a  sequestrum  from  the  lower  jaw  without  losing, 
as  it  were,  a  drop  of  blood,  a  single  irrigation  with  the  chloro- 
form solution  having  sufficed  to  suppress  every  tendency  to  bleed. 
The  same  irregation  or  gargles,  consisting  of  the  same  chloro- 
form-solution, Spaak  uses  also  in  the  removal  o^  a  t'>nsil  and 
other  throat  operations. 

The  perchloride  of  iron,  the  water  of  Pagliai,  alum,  and  all 
other  known  haemostatics,  have  the  advantage  of  producing  an 
objectionable  sanguineous  clot.  Chloroform  acts  quite  differ- 
ently ;  it  stops  the  hetnorrhage  suddenly  by  immediately  closing 
the  bloodvessels,  even  those  of  a  considerable  size. —  The  Ther^ 
apeutic  Gazette. 

Witch  Hazel  as  a  Heemostatic. 

Dr.  D.  W.  O.  Bridges,  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette^  writes: 
*'I  was  prompted  to  the  use  of  witch  hazel  b}  Ringer,  who 
recommended  it  in  all  varieties  of  passive  hemorrhage,  his 
favorable  results  having  been  obtained  particularly  in  haematuria 
and  bleeding  piles.  Within  the  past  few  years  I  have  prescribed  it 
for  bleeding  piles,  menorrhagia  and  continuous  bloody  oozing 
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from  the  uterus  four  weeks  after  confinement.  .  In  each  of  these 
cases  there  was  no  further  trouble  after  twenty-four  hours.  The 
doses  which  I  gave  were  somewhat  smaller  than  those  referred 
to  in  your  article.  I  followed  Ringer's  plan  of  giving  two  drops 
of  the  fluid  extract  hourly.  I  was  skeptical  in  regard  to  its  use 
at  first,  but  inasmuch  as  no  other  remedies  were  prescribed  at 
the  same  time  in  the  cases  referred  to,  nor  even  rest  enjoined,  I 
was  inclined  to  give  witch  hazel  the  credit.  Other  uses  for 
which  Ringer  recommends  its  trial  are  pulmonary  hemorrhages, 
hematemesis  and  variocele." — Med  Summary, 


Aletris  Cordial. 

I  have  prescribed  Aletris  Cordial  to  Miss  K.,  age  30.  Chronic 
endometritis  of  two  years  standing,  accompanied  by  vetro- ver- 
sion. After  correcting  the  latter,  the  Aletris  cordial*  was  pre- 
scribed for  one  month,  resulting  in  cure.  Having  used  Aletris 
Farinosa  for  fifteen  years  past,  I  do  not  hesitate  ^10  recommend 
Aletris  Cordial  as  the  best  preparation  of  that  agent  I  have  seen. 

Salem,  Ohio.  L.  Henderson,  M.  D. 


She  Didn't  Like  It. 

A  lady  in  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  who  discovered  that  her  daughter 
was  being  taught  physiology  and  hygiene,  addressed  the  follow- 
ing note  to  her  teacher : 

'*  Dear  Miss  K :     I  don't  want  my  daughter  to  be  taught 

about  her  insides ;  it  isn't  right  and  I  don't  like  It." 

♦ 

Dr.  Ooodeirs  Mistake. 

In  speaking  of  dilating  the  cervix  for  sterility,  Dr.  William 
Goodell  says  (ik^df. '^w/. ),  thac  he  had  one  woman  under  his 
care  for  two  vears  who  was  most  anxious  to  have  children.  Dur- 
ing  this  time  he  cut  the  cervix,  dilated  a  number  of  times,  and 
did  a  variety  of  other  things,  without  the  least  benefit.  Finally 
it  dawned  upon  his  mind  that  the  fault  might  lie  with  the  hus- 
band, and  an  examination  of  the  semen  showed  that^  it  did  not 
contain  a  single  sperm atazoon. — Indiana  Med.  your. 

Note. — It  is  a  fact  that  there  are  scores  of  impotent  men  in 
the  world,  and  why  women  are  nearly  always  blamed  for  sterile 
marriages  is  more  than  we  can  understand — [Pitzkr.] 
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Salicylate  of  PotaBsium  in  Acute  RheumatiBm. 

Dr.  £.  L.  Miller,  in  the  Thtraptutic  Gazette^  says  that  he 
has  been  using  salicylate  of  potassium  in  ca^es  of  acute  articular 
rheumatism  with  much  satisfaction.  In  cases  where  the  salicy- 
late of  sodium  caused  intense  nausea  and  vomiting,  the  potas- 
sium salicylate  was  substituted,  with  a  disappearance  of  the  gas- 
tric irritation  and  a  marvelous  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  patient.  In  one  case,  after  twenty-four  hours'  use  of  the 
potassium  salts,  the  joint  pain  ceased,  and  the  temperature 
fell  from  104.2°  to  99.6°.  He  also  says  that  it  is  of  benefit  in 
the  fermentative  diseases  of  the  stomach.  The  formula  he 
recommends  is  as  follows:  B.  Acidi  salicylatis,  potassa  bi- 
carb., 9.21  3v.  ;  aqua,  2'j-  Solve  et  add:,  tr.  nucis  vomicae,  spr. 
lav.  CO.,  4^  Jij. ;  syr.  symplicis,  q.  s.  ad.  3iv.  M.  Sig.  A 
teaspoonful  every  three  hours,  well  diluted. — Med,  Summary. 
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Vaccine  Virus. 

All  orders  for /res/i  and  re2fa&2e  aDimal  vaccine  should  be  addressed 

R.  M.  HiGGiNS,  M.  D., 
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